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HOUSE OF LORDS. 
Toxspav, February 14, 1797. 
H E Houle met agreeably to their laſt adjournment. 
The Earl of Coventry, and ſeveral other Peers, took 


the oaths and their ſeats, and there being no public buſineſs 
before them, the Houſe adjourned till the next day. 


' HOUSE OF COMMONS, 
TukspAx, February 14. 


New writs were ordered for the borough of Windſor, in 
the room of H. Iſherwood, Eſq. deceaſed ; for the borough 


of Aldborough, in the room of R. Muijlman Chiſwell, Eſq. 


deceaſed ; and for the borough of Boſſiny, in the room of John 

Stewart Wortley, Eſq. deceaſed. | 
The Sheriffs of Log preſented a netition at the bay Hom 

the Lord Mayor, Aldermen, and Council of the city of Lon- 


don, in Common Council aſſembled, praying for the exten- 


ſion of the juriſdiction of Courts of Conſcience, and that 


- leave be given to bring in a Bill for that purpoſe. The peti- 


tion was brought up, read, and ordered to lie upon the table. 
Mr. Alderman Anderſon moved for leave to bring in the 
Bill. Leave given, 


WET DOCKS, : 
A Petition was preſented from the Weſt India Planters and 


Merchants, praying that the Bill now pending in Parliament 
for the Conſtruction of Wet Docks may pals into a law. The 
Petition was ordered to lie upon the table. 


A Petition to the ſame effect was preſented en the Eaſt 


India Company by Mr. Thornton, which was allo ordered to 


lie upon the table. 


The Sheriffs of London preſented REY tin From the 
Common Council of London in favour of the conſtruction of 


| Wet Docks, but praying that the Houſe would allow them to 


Vor. II. 1797 : B bribg 


„ © wOODFALL'S PARLIAMENTARY REPORTS. [Conmons, 


bring i in a Bill for that purpoſe, as they were the chartered 
guardians of the trade of the river Thames. The Petition 
being read, 

Mr Alderman Ander ſon moved, that! it be referred to a Com- 
mittee of the whole Houſe. 


Mr. Manning expreſſed his ſatisfaction that the Corporation 


of the city of London had at laſt come the length of acknow- 
ledging the neceſſity of making Wet Docks for the accommo- 
Fi dation of the trade upon the river Thames, and that they 


were going to purſue a different line of conduct from that 


which they adopted laſt year, when they oppoſed the ſecond 
reading of the Bill. The Bill which the merchants had 


brought in he expected to paſs through that ſtage the next day, 
and he hoped that this Petition was not meant to obſtruct its 
progreſs. _ 

The Speaker informed the Honourable Member, that this pe- 
tition did not at all interfere with the ſecond reading of the 
Bill; that ſome. petitions had already been preſented for the 


hearing of Counſel againſt it in that ſtage, which would be a 


queſtion for the Houle to decide upon the next day. 
Mr. Alderman Curtis ſaid, he did not mean to oppoſe the 


| ſecond reading of the Bill the next day, nor had the city of 


London given any ſuch inſtruction to its repreſentatives ; ; all 
he wilned was, that they might be allowed to bring in another 


Bill, and that the Houſe would decide upon their reſpective 
| intereſts 


{r. Alderman en hoped that the ſecond reading of 


the Bill would be pur off to ſome diſtant day, that the Houſe 
might be enabled to judge whether the plan of the merchants, 


or that which the city of London would propole, was pre- 
ferable. 


Mr. Manning oppoſed the fapgeſtion of Alderman Anderſon 


for poſtponing the ſecond reatling of the Bill. 


The Petition was referred to a ſelect Committee, he are 
ordered to report thereupon to the Houſe. 

Mr. Newland, from the Bank of England, preſented at the 
bar an account of the Bills of Exchange accepted by the Trea- 
ſury, and paid by the Bank from the 1ſt of January, 1795, to 


the 31ſt of December, 1706 and alſo an account of the ſums 
iſſued by the Bank by order of the Commiſtioners appointed 
for the liquidation of the national debt during the ſame pe- 


riod, which were brought up, and ordered. to lie upon the 
table. 


The 
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The Bill for regulating the trial of cauſes and indictments 
in certain corporate towns and 11 85 diſtricts was read a ſecond 
time. 
The Mutiny and Deſertion Bill x was read a ſecond time. 
The Secretary at War brought up ſome military returns, 
Which were ordered to lie upon the table. Adjourned. 


HOUSE OF LORDS. 
WEDNESDAY, February 15. 


Heard Counſel on the Scotch Appeal. —Ferguſon, of Raith, 
againſt Gilleſpie, miniſter of e 5 
| Adjourned to Friday. 


HOUSE OF COMMONS. 
WkZED NES DAV, February 15. 


An account of the amount of Exchequer Bill ſubſcribed i into 
Stock was laid upon the table. 

Sir William Pulteney preſented a Petition from the Mayor, 
Aldermen, &c. of the town of Shrewſbury, ſtating, that in 
the year 1784 a Houſe of Induſtry had been there inſtituted 
at a conſiderable expence, and which had been attended with 
yery beneficial conſequences, having been the means of ſaving 
10, 300l. to the inhabitants; that, in its preſent ſhape, the 
Poor Bill which had been brought into Parliament wov!d de- 
ſtroy the effects of the inſtitution; they therefore prayed, that 
a clauſe might be inſerted in the Bill, to exempt their inſtitu- 
tion from its operation. Reterred to the Committee on the 
Poor Bill. , | 

Petitions from a number of "TD .owners in the city of Lon- 
don, from the traders of Hull to the port of London, from 
Scarborough, from the Weſt India Colonies, &c. were pre- 
ſented in favour of the Wet Dock Bill. | 
Mr. Migley preſented a Petition from the Wel for debt 

in Worceſter gaol, many of whom had been confined upwards | 

of two years, praying for relief. . 
Ihe order of the day for the ſecond reading of the Wet 
Dock Bill being read, 

Mr. Manning ſtated, that x conſiderable: difference exiſted 
between this Bill and that introduced laſt year, which he con- 
ceived would remove, in a good meaſure, the objections which 
had been urged againſt it. As the ſubject had already 
undergone ſo much diſcuffion, he would not enter into any 
details concerning the Bill, but ſhould content himſelf with 
moving, that it be then read a ſecond time. 


1 Mr. 
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Mr. Alderman Curtis ſaid, that he approved the object of the 


preſent Bill, but there were many parts of it which he conh- 


dered exceptionable, and ſhould oppoſe. 
Mr. Alderman Anderſon, ſaid that he had hoped that the 


Houſe would, upon a full conſideration, have made choice 


either of the plan produced by the merchants, or that offered 
by the city of London, and in their judgment he ſhould have 
acquieſced. He did not mean to oppoſe the ſecond reading of 
the Bill, but he would infilt that counſel ſhould be heard 
againſt thoſe parts which were confidered as exceptionablc by 


the city of London. 


Sir Milliam Young ſaid he was perfectly convinced of the 


neceſſity that ſomething ſhould be done to improve the navi- 
gation of the port of London, and was glad to find it was ad- 


mitted by all parties; he ſincerely hoped that the ſame temper 


would continue through the different tages of the Bill. 


Sir Francis Baring aid a few words in favour of the Bill, 
The Bill was then read a ſecond time, and committed to a 


Committee, conſiſting of Mr. Manning, the Members of the 


City of London, the maritime counties, &c. 
The Committee on the Inland Navigation Duty Bill was 


poſtponed till this day ſe'nnight. 


'The Committees of Supply and Ways and Means were put 


2 off till F riday. Adjourned. 


HOUSE OF COMMONS. 
THURSDAY, February 16. 


This being the day appointed to ballot for a Committee to 
try the merits of a Petition complaining of an undue return 


for the borough of Downton, and there being only go mem- 


bers preſent, the Houle adjourned. 


HOUSE OF LORDS. 
_ Fripar, February 17. 
Heard counſel on the Scotch Appeal, Ferguſon, of Raith, 


againſt Gilleſpie, miniſter of Arrochay, after which their 


Lordſhips affirmed the decree of the Court of Seffion. Ad- 


journed ail e 


HOUSE OF COMMONS. 
FRIDAY, February 17. | | 
A new writ was ordered to be made out by the Clerk of the 


| Crown for. the wg of Midhurſt, in the caynty of Eſſex, 


for 
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for the election of a burgeſs to ſerve in Parliament, in the 

room of the Right Honourable Sylveſter Douglas, who has va- 

| cated his ſeat by accepting the office of one of the Lords Com- 
1niffioners of his Majeſty's treaſury. 

5 POOR BILL. : 

A Petition was preſented from the pariſh of Montgomery, 
ſtating that it would ſuſtain conſiderable injury from the Poor 
Bill now pending in Parliament, and praying that it may not 
paſs into law. OT 7 95 

Mr. Maintwaring preſented a Petition from the pariſhes of 
St. Martins in the Field, St. George, Hanover-ſquare, St. 
Paul, Covent Garden, and St. Clement Danes, praying that 
the Bill now pending in Parliament for the Relief of the Poor 
may not paſs into law. „„ . 

The Order of the Day for taking into farther conſideration 
the report of the Committee on the Poor Bill being read, 

Mr Roſe moved that the farther conſideration of the report 
be deferred till Monday ſe'nnight. : N 

Mr. AM hitbread aſked if it was intended that the debate 
ſhould take place on that day; and if this was the intention of 
the Honourable Gentleman, whether the ſchedules for the 


Bill would be prepared againſt that time, for without them the 
Bill would be quite unintelligible? | . 


r. Roſe ſaid, that it was not the intention of his Right 
Honourable friend that the debate ſhould take place upon the 
Bill until the ſchedules were prepared. He did not know in 
what progreſs theſe ſchedules were, but he knew they were in 
a ſtate of preparation, and if they were not ready againſt Mon- 
day ſe'nnight, he aſſured the Houſe it was not for want of at- 
tention on the part of thoſe who had been appointed to draw 
up the Bill, for a great deal of pains had been beſtowed upon 
it, but the ſubject was ſo complicated, that all the different 
branches of it could not be eaſily arranged in a ſhort time. If 
the ſchedules, contrary to his expeCtation, could not be got 
ready againſt Monday ſe'nniglit, he ſhould then move that the 

conſideration of the report be further poſtponed. 8 
Mr. I pitbread ſtated, that it would be of as great conſe- 
quence to obtain the ſenſe ot the country upon the ſchedules, 
as upon the other parts of the Bill; and that after they were 
prepared they ought to be circulated through the kingdom. 
Mr. Mamwarmng ſaid, as he had that day preſented a Peti- 
tion againſt the Bill from a great majority of the pariſhes in 
Weſtminſter, he hoped that notice would be given a conſi- 

derable time before the diſcuſſion took place. | 5 
| Mr. 


Wedneſday next. 
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Mr. Raſe aſſured the Honourable Gentleman that previous 
notice ſhould be given, and again repeated, that the delay 
which had taken place was not occaſioned by inattention, but 


by the complicated nature of the ſubject to which the Bill re- 


lated. The further conſideration of the report was in the 
mean time fixed for Monday ſe'nnight. 
EXPEDITION AGAINST IRELAND. 


Mr. Whitbread gave notice, that on Friday next he would . 


move for an enquiry into the conduct of Government on the 


__ occaſion of the late threatened invaſion ot Ireland by: the 


French. 
Mr Fox's motion for the repeal of the Treaſon and Sedi- 


tion bills, which ſtood for that day, was poſtponed till Friday 


ſe? nnight. 


The Members of the Committee to enquire into the merits 
of the Petition, complaining of an undue return for the bo- 
rough of Downton, were choſen by ballot. 


Mr. An/rruther moved for leave to bring in a Bill to enable 


the Eaſt India Company to raiſe money by encreaſing their 
capital. Leave was given, and the Bill was brought in and 


read a firft time, and ordered to be read a ſecond time on 


' qvaxens? BILL. 
The Order of the Day for the Houſe reſolving itſelf into a 


Committee of the whole Houſe on the Bill for granting relief 


to Quakers being read, 


Sir V. Scott oved; that on account of the importance of 
the Bill, and the thinneſs of the Houſe, the Committee be put 
off till Tueſday next. 


Mr. Serjeant Adair was extremely ſorry to obſerve in the 


ſtate of the Houſe ſuch a good reaſon for deferring the Com- 
mittee on the Bill. He was very much mortified to find that 


the acknowledged importance of the Bill had not been ſuffi- 


cient to ſecure a fuller attendance that day; and confident as 
he was that his Honourable Friend had made the preſent mo- 
tion from no intention of defeating the Bill (as he was ſore 


that if he had any objections to it, he would oppoſe it in a 


_ generous and manly way), he could not object to the propoſed 
delay. He hoped, however, that the importance of the ſub- 
ject would ſecure a full attendance on Fuefday, as he was 


determined not to conſent to its being Wanger delayed without 


taking the ſenſe of the Houſe. 


Mr, JF:gley expreſſed a deſire that the Houſe, at all events, 


ſhould go into the Committee on T ueſday, as many indivi- | 
Foals u were TY from the delay. | 


The 
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The Maſter of the Rolls ſuggeſted, that W ednefday would 
be a better day, as there were two EleCtion ballots ſtanding 
for Tueſday. 

The Bill was ordered to be committed'on W edneſday. 

Mr. Hawkins Browne could not let the ſubject drop with 
out contradicting the afſertion of Mr. Wigley, that ſome in- 
dividuals were ſuffering from the delay in paſſing the Bill. 

Mr. Migley appealed in confirmation of what he had ſaid to 
the ſituation of the individual Quakers now confined in the 
York gaol ; and added, that the hardſhips which | they ſuſ- 
tained had induced ſeveral Gentlemen laſt ſeſſion to allow the 
Bill to paſs, even with ſome inaccuracies. 

Mr. Serjeant Adair profeſſed that he would much rather 
have the Bill paſſed in an inaccurate form than that theſe indi- 
viduals ſhould be ſubject to one day's unjuſt impriſonment. 

The ſecond reading of the Bill for regulating the trials of 

cauſes and indictments in certain towns corporate and cheir 
diſtricts was deferred till Monday. 1 

The Bill for preventing Mutiny ode Deſertion paſſed ; 
through a Committee of the whole Houſe. 

The Secretary at Mar Rated, that the Bill was the "FO in 
ſubſtance with that paſſed laſt ſeſſion, and Aken only 1 n tie | 
| tranſpoſitions, 

The report was ordered to be received on Monday. 

Mr. Migley gave notice, that on Monday he would move 
for leave to bring in a Bill to amend the Bill impoſing a tax 
upon Clerks articled to Attornies. 

Ihe Committees of Supply and W. wy" and Means were 
poſtponcd till Monday. 
Ad en till Monday. 


HOUSE OF LORDS. 


Mop, February 20. 


Heard counſel in the Appeal of Curtis and others, afſignees 
of Gibbon and Johnſtone, appellants; Chippendale, truſtee 
for tne eſtate of M- Alpin and Co. reſpondents. Adjourned. 


HOUSE OF COMMONS. 
MoxDAY, February 20. 
CONTESTED ELECTIONS. 


Mr. Gregor, chairman of the Committee for trying the me- 


rits of the Downton election, made his report from the faid 5 
Committee; 


That the ſitting Members were duly elected; 1 


— 
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That the Petition againſt the ſaid return was not frivolous 
nor vexatious ; 


That the oppoſition of the ſitting Members to the ſaid Peti- 
tion was not frivolous nor vexatious. 


Mr. Canning brought up the Subſidiary Treaty between his 


; Majeſty and the Landgrave of Heſſe Darmſtadt, which was 
ordered to lie on the table. 8 


Mr. Fox ſaid, that the Houſe had already experienced the 


difficulty of procuring the attendance neceſſary upon the occa- 


{ion of the late ballot, and as no compulſory meaſure could be 
employed, and as two ballots were to come on the next day, 


he was afraid that the ſame difficulty would again occur. If 


it was impoſſibſe in the preſent caſe to adopt any compulſory 


meaſure to procure attendance, it would be proper at leaſt to 
put off the laſt of the two till Wedneſday, when for that of 
Tueſday there would be a greater probability of finding an at- 
tendance for one than if both were to take place. Though he 
underſtood it to be the wilh of the parties, that the ſubject, 
the Petition on the Tewkeſbury election, ſhould be diſcuſſed 
as ſoon as poſſible, no inconvenience he apprehended could 
ariſe from the delay of a ſingle day. He would therefore 
move, That the order for taking the Tewkeſbury Election 
Petition into conſideration the next day, ſhould be diſcharged, 
and renewed for Wedneſday.” 8 
Mr. Pitt doubted whether this would anſwer the purpoſe : 


intended. He thought it would be better to put off one of the 


Petitions till Thurſday, and then poſtpone one of thoſe fixed 
for that day till next week. 


Mr. Fox ſaid, that from the difficulty of procuring an at- 


tendance of Members neceſſary for the ballots, great inconve- 


pience might ariſe to public buſineſs, and on this account he 


thought it would be proper to diſtribute the Petitions in ſuch 
a manner as not to deter Gentlemen from attending, by pre- 


ſenting the appearance of two ballots upon one day. 
Mr. Wigley ſaid, that conſiderable inconvenience would 


ariſe ſhould the motion be carried, becauſe it would require 
new warrants tor the attendance of witneſſes, which would of 
courſe derange the whole courſe of the proceedings, for which 
the parties had prepared themſelves. | 


The Speater Rated that the learned Gentleman was correct, 


and that this inconvenience would neceſſarily enſue. 


After a few words from Mr. Bragge, Mr. Martin, and Mr. 
Fox, the motion was withdrawn. 


SOUTHWARK 
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SOUTHWARK ELECTION, 
Mr, Henry Thornton brought up a Petition from a number 
of the electors of the borough of Southwark. He ſaid, that 
the petitioners complained of their being laid under a conſi- 


derable hardſhip by that deciſion ; that they did not, however, 


complain of the hardſhip of that part of it by which Mr. Thel- 
luſſon was declared ineligible, much leſs did they complain of 


the decition of the former Committee, who had only deter- 


mined in the manner in which, as he (Mr. Thornton) thought, 
they were bound to do by the Treating Act, by making void 
Mr. Thelluſſon's election. What his conſtituents complained 
of was, that part of the deciſion of the laſt Committee affected 


their own rights, by not merely unſeating Mr. Thelluſſon, 


but by ſeating Mr. Tierney, on the principle that all thoſe 
votes were thrown away which had been given to Mr. Thel- 
luſſon on this ſecond election. Mr. Thornton ſtated, that the 
petitioners conceived that they ought to have had an opportu- 
nity of knowing the ineligibility of Mr, Thelluſſon before 
they were conſtrued to have thus thrown away their votes, by 
voting for him. They alledged in the petition, that, on Mr. 


IT belluſſon's offering himſelt a ſecond time, they had taken all 
the means in their power to inform themſelves whether he 


was eligible or not; that on conſulting the Treating Act, they 


ſaw nothing that in their minds could imply ineligibility ; that 


all the lawyers who were conſulted contidered him as eligible; 
that the Houſe of Commons itſelt allo had implied the ſame 


thing by their deciſion in the Norwich caſe; that, moreover, 


the bailiff of the Borough, who was the returning officer, had 
aſſured the electors that he had taken counſel's opinion, and 
that they might ſafely vote for Mr. Thelluſſon; that, under 
theſe circumitances, the petitioners thought it a conſiderable 
hardſhip that they ſhould be condemned to be repreſented by 


a perſon who had not been choſen by a majority of the electors 


of Southwark, but who had merely the votes of a minority. 
Mr. Thornton, however, remarked, that in his opinion no 
queſtion whatever could be raiſed as to the concluſiveneſs of 
every part of the deciſion of the late Committee, and that he 
believed the petitioners had little or no ditference of opinion 


from him in this reſpect. They prayed, indeed, that the. 


Houſe would take into its conſideration, whether any part of 
that deciſion could be brought under its deliberations ; but if 


not, that they would take ſuch meaſures as to the Houſe 


might ſeem fit for maintaining the rights of eleCtors in future 

caſes. Mr. Thornton ſaid, there were two meaſures of the 

legiſlative kind which, he conceived, ought to be taken by 
Vor. I. %. . 1 


. ww i Fg * - 
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were on the ſame ſide with the ſitting Member. 

truſted to the ſitting Member alone the intereſts of the electors 
on the ſame ſide with him, even in caſes where thoſe electors 
had an intereſt diſtinct from the fitting Member; 
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the Houſe, with a view to remedy any like hardſhips in fu- 
ture. Firſt, he ſtated the law to be deficient, at prefent, in 
not allowing election petitions to be preſented by electors who 
The law en- 


that in the 
preſent cale, for inſtance, after the Committee had decided 
that Mr. Thelluſſon was not duly elected, there remained a 


further queſtion to be tried, namely, whether Mr. 3 
ſhould be ſeated, or whether there ſhould be a new election? 


The other meaſure which he thought it might become the 
Houſe to take, was that of explaining and amending the 


Treating Act, or paſſing a declaratory law, in order to aſcer- 


tain what was to be the future conſtruction of it. As the 
matter ſtood at preſent, there was deciſion againſt deciſion. 


In the Norwich caſe, before mentioned, the Treating Act did 


not inflict ineligibility, and the ſting Member remained 
ſeated. In the preſent caſe, the Committee had reſolved the 
direct contrary. In this reſpect he conceived, therefore, that 


the Houſe could have no objeCtion (in conformity, indeed, 
with what had been propoſed already by an Honourable Gen- 
_ Yeman (Mr. Whitbread) who had ſerved on one of the South- 


wark Committces), to let a bill be introduced to clear up the 


point either one way or the other; and he ſaw no particular 


obje ction himſelf to let ineligibility follow every conviction of 


having treated, if that ſeemed the diſpoſition of the Houſe. 
Ir. Thornton next adverted to the preſent partial and defec- 
tive operations of the Treating Act, and it ſeemed a hardſhip : 
in particular caſes, in conſequence of its being evaded in fo 
many others. 
it hard that what they had feen done fo often in the cities of 
London and Weſtminſter, in the town of Guildford, and in 
_ a variety of other places, without any penal conſequences fol- 


Many of his coenſtituents, for inſtance, thought 


lowing from it, ſhould in their cafe have deprived them of the 


repreſenta ive choitn by the majority, and ſhould have fixed 
on them a perlon having only a minority of votes. 


dinary and often very effectual means of evading the law, was 


the delaying to pay the bills for treating till after the 14 days 


expired, within which the Houſe required every petition to 


be preſented. In the Southwark caſe it had been ſtated to 


' him, that Mr. Thelluſſon had ſuffered chiefly through his 


having ventured to pay his bills before the ordinary period, 


which he was faid alſo to have been led to do by ſome words 


which 2 from Mr. Tierney, and which Mr. Thelluſſon 
| : happened 


One or- 


Ke 
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happened to have conſtrued into an implieation that there 
would be no petition, Mr. Thornton declared, that he anxi- 


ouſly withed that ſome means might be deviſed of ſecuring an 
univerſal attention to the requifitions of the e Act, in. 
ſtead of that partial and accidental enforcement of it which 


now took place. He profeſſed himſelf a friend to that act, 


and to the utmoſt purity that could be intreduced into elec- 
tions in every reſpect. | | | | 
He concluded by obſerving, that the petition in his hand 


was ſigned by about 1150 eleCtors, which was a greater num- 


ber by about 20 or 30 than had voted for Mr. Tierney, _ 
The Petition was then brought up, read, and ordered to lie 


on the table, | 


Mr. Tierney ſaid, that it was certainly unpleaſant for him 
to obſerve the inſinuations which this petition contained. He 


had hoped, that if ever any man had procured a feat in that 


Houſe upon fair conſtitutional grounds, he was that perſon. 


He therefore felt it unpleaſant, that the mode in which he had 
obtained his feat in the Houle ſhould daily in the newſpapers - 
be reprobated as unconſtitutional, and he wiſhed for an op- 


portunity to meet the imputation. He differed from the Ho- 


nourable Gentleman who faid the petition contained the ſenſe 
of the eleCtors of Southwark. A public meeting called for 
the avowed purpoſe was the proper mode of collecting the 


ſenſe of the electors: but here no ſuch thing had taken place, 
Private letters had been ſent round to thoſe who were ſuppoſed 
to be hoſtile to his intereſt, and in this way the ſignatures to 
the petition had been procured. He hoped the Honourable 
Gentleman would name ſome day for taking this petition into 
conſideration, and move ſomething ſpecific upon its general 
prayer. He wiſhed moſt anx:ouſly that his real ſituation in 


the Houſe ſhould be aſcertained. He could have wiſhed that 


tne Honourable Gentleman, who indeed had informed him 


that the petition was to be preſented, had likewiſe appriſed him 
of its contents, for till then he was totally ignorant of its pur- 
port; he therefore hoped that a day would be named, when he 


ſhould have an opportunity of replying to the petition, fo far 
as it regarded himſelf, _ „„ WET OE 
Mr. Thernton ſaid, that he had been merely the organ of 


the body of his conſtituents, by whom the petition was pre- 
ſented, and only explained the ſentiments it contained; that 


as to any thing which had fallen from him which ſeemed to 
reflect on the deciſion of the Committee, or on the manner of 
the Honourable Gentleman's obtaining his ſeat in Parliament, 
he conceived he had no ng to make any motion on the 5/4 

St Jeet. 
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ject. The deciſion of the late Committee was final, and was 
not a matter of debate; the proſpective meaſures to be taken 


were therefore the only ones of which he had any notice to 
give to the Houſe. 


Mr. Tierney hoped that a petition containing ens clone 


upon him would not be ſuffered to lie upon the table without 
any further proceeding, thereby giving an opportunity to 


5 newſpapers to be filled from day to day witk ſcurrilous para- 


graphs againſt him, without giving him an opportunity of 


making his defence. He wiſhed to obtain his ſeat conſtitu- 
tionally, and as he hoped and truſted he had done fo, if no 

further ſteps were taken in reſpect to that Petition, he might 
ſome day be induced to declare, that, under the maſk of a 


petition, an infult had been offered to a Member of that 
Houſe. 


Mr. Henniker Maw moved for leave to bier in a Bill to 


amend the Vagrant Act. Granted. 


Mr. Migley moved for leave to bring in a Bill to amend the 


act relative to the duty on Attornies' Clerks. Granted. 
Mr. D. Parker Coke moved for the ſecond reading of the 


Bill for the better trying of offences within certain local juriſ- 
dictions and towns corporate. He ſtated the difficulty which 
had been felt in the diſtribution of juſtice, from the prejudices 
- which ſometimes exiſted where the jury was compoſed of per- 


ſons reſiding in the neighboured of thoſe who were to be tried. 


The principle of the Bill was to enable perſons within limited ju- 


riſdictions to apply to the county at large. In ſeveral places 


of this deſcription too, in Pool, Hull, and Southampton, it 
vas the practice to allow the priſons to be full before the pri- 
ſoners were brought to trial, from which great oppreſſion and 


inconyenience aroſe. 


Mr. Jeffery (of Pool) ſaid, that within his recollection no 
ſuch grievance had exiſted at Pool. He did not think that 


ever more than three perſons were confined at once for of- 
fences of the deſcription to which this bill was to apply previ- 


ous to their being brought to trial, He was not, however, 
hoſtile to the principle of the bill. 


After a few words from Mr. Wigley the Bill was read a "i 


cond time, and committed to Mr. Coke, the Maſter of the 
Rolls, &c. Adjourned. 


HOUSE OF "LORDS. 

TvesDaAY, February 21. 
The Houſe, in a Committee of Privileges, heard counſel 
en the Fenda of the Fan of Lauderdale againſt the return 0 
8 | the 


* 4: ke 
> 
F © 
es 
* 
1 wo, 
I: 
* 
. * 
, 2 \ { 
1 
5 
7 1 - 
4 4 
ie 
OW als 
ALS SN 
7 
. 
* 
3 
3 7 
DUE 
- 3: A 
. 
12 BY. 
* CAS 
Ga” s 
, Y 
(LIE 
ATT 
. 1 
4 © . 
7 
5 4 
: " 
br 7 
* 5 
* 5 
L658 
1 
” 1 * 
W 
"i 4 
£144 
1 
* 1 
Fe 
"i Co 
f 5 
75 * 
8 
A 
7 90A 
Dy 
57 
. 
3 
N 
"2504 
"* 
«> 
OY 
* 
Ads 
" 
1 
78 
0 
ta 
4» 
> 
"X% 
55 
I 
L 


Kzn.21.) WOODFALL'S PARLIAMENTARY REPORTS. 13 


the Gentleman ſtiling himſelf Earl of Errol, as one of the 
fixteen Peers of Scotland. | | 


The Petition being read, . N 

Mr. Adam, in a very able ſpeech, opened the caſe upon the 
part of the petitioner, and from the arguments he ſhould ad- 
vance, and the evidence he ſhould produce, he truſted he 
would be able to ſupport the objections which had been urged 


to the right of the Gentleman ſtiling himſclf Earl of Errol to 


ſit as one of the repreſentatives of the Scots Peerage. The 
argument was confined entirely to a queſtion of law, the ſub- 
ſtance of which ſeemed to be as follows. After enumerating 
the different charters of the Earls of Errol from the year 1581 
to the year 1666, in which the line of ſucceſſion was confined | 
to heirs male, Mr. Adam particularly adverted to the charter 
in 1666 to Gilbert, Earl of Errol, proceeding upon a reſigna- 
tion of the eſtate and honours made by Gilbert into the hands 


of King Charles II. In conſequence of this reſignation, a 
charter, proceeding upon a ſignature perfectly regular and 


formal, was in 1606 granted by the Crown of the eſtate and 


honours to Earl Gilbert and his heirs male, to his heirs fe- 


male, to any perſon or perſons he ſhould name to be his heirs 


in the honours by any writing under his hand; the perſons fo 


named failing, or in caſe the Earl made no nomination to the 
heirs male of tailzie, and proviſions mentioned in the former 


infeſtments of his eſtate, to the Earl's heirs male whatſoever, 
to his heirs female whatſoever. This charter, fo far as it 


went, conſtituted a title to the honours. The limitation in 
the line of ſucceſſion, and the liberty given to Earl Gilbert, 


were however of unuſual latitude. Earl Gilbert died without 
iſſue, and was ſucceeded by Sir John Hay, of Killour, his 


neareſt heir male. This Sir John Hay, it was to be obſerved, 


was equally entitled to the eſtate and honours, by former in- 


veſtitures, as by the charter 1666, and independently of any 
new deed of inſtitution. John, as Earl of Errol, fat in ſeve- 
ral Parliaments from the year 1681 to 1705. It was the pre- 


ſumption of law that his doing ſo was upon the old inveſti- 


tures, and as heir male in general to Sir Gilbert. It was un 
known to the petitioner whether Earl Gilbert made any no- 
mination in conſequence of the power contained in the charter 
of 1606. No ſuch nomination, however, had ever been 
publiſhed or recognized, nor. had appeared in any regiſter. 
That he made not one only, but ſeveral nominations, priorto 
1674, and that he made a ſettlement or tailzie of his eſtate, 


appeared from a charter that paſſed the great ſeal 4th of March, 


1074. Neither the dates of the inſtruments of nomination, 
TOLD: | 9 | | nor 
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nor of the ſettlement, nor their tenor, were mentioned in that 
charter. The charter concluded with the royal promiſe to 


cauſe it to be ratified next ſeſſion of Parliament. An act of 


ratification was indeed paſſed in 1681, in favour of the Earl of 
Errol, but it related entirely to the office of Conſtable, with- 


out ſaying a word of the Peerage. That the Earl conſidered _ 


both the dignity and eſtate as male fees, likewiſe appeared 


very ſtrongly from the circumſtances, that on his purchaſing 


the barony of Dalgelly, and other conſiderable eſtates, he ob- 
_ tained a charter of novodamus under the royal fign manual, 
_ anxiouſly providing them to him and his heirs male and of 
| tailzie ſucceeding to him in his title, dignity, and eſtate. 


As theſe traces of his having taken upon the charter of 1674, 


the natural concluſion was, that no idea exiſted of extending 
the fee to the female line. There were but two grounds on 


which the Gentleman ſtiling himſelf Earl of Errol could ſup- 


port his pretenſions: either by maintaining the charter of 
1674 as a valid grant of the honours, which, in confequence 
ol the failure of heirs male of the body of Sir John Hay, have 
thus come to him as entitled by the next remainder “ to the 
| heirs female of Sir John's body,” or by founding upon the re- 
mainder in the charter 1666, * to the nominees of Earl Gil- 
bert, coupled with ſome inſtrument, now for the firſt time to 


be brought forward as the nomination of Earl Gilbert, in 


_ exerciſe of the powers with which by that charter he was 
veſted . oF | 


With regard to the charter of 1674, it was evidently de- 


fective, either as a grant intended to convey the dignity, or 
| eſtate. There was no procuratory of reſignation, and it was 
beſides defective in the neceſſary formalities. The reſignation 
was made in the hands of the Commiſſioners of the Treaſury, 


and dated, not at the reſidence of the Sovereign, but at Edin- 


burgh; of courſe there neither was nor could be a warrant for 


a grant under the royal ſign manual, and it was an eſtabliſhed 
point, that honours could not be granted either originally, or 
de novo, without the interpoſition of the Sovereign himſelf, 


teſtified by his actual ſignature. It had been found, however, 


that in various caſes a caſhet had been employed in renewing 
or creating honours in Scotland, a practice which gave great 


| offence to James the Firſt, in conſequence of which ſtrict or- 
ders were iſſued againſt this caſhet, which had been uſed in 
ſeyeral caſes, and, among others, in that of the Earl of Er- 


rol's charter. The objection, however, when urged, had 
always been ſuſtained by their Lordſhips, particularly in the 


caſes of Caſſilis and Ochiltree. The charter, therefore, upon 


this 
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this ground, was invalid. This extraordinary charter, too, 
contrary to the feudal principles, at once conveyed and re- 
tained the honours, and laboured under ſo many informalties 
and nullities as rendered it totally inſufficient for the convey- 
ance of the dignity or eſtate, Ta pe 
The charter of 1666 then muſt be that by which the de- 
ſcent of the Peerage is to be governed. The title was firſt. 
taken up on the charter of 1674, by Mary, the ſiſter of Earl 
Charles, upon his death in 1717, and as ſhe lived till 1759, 
there was no proper opportunity for any perſon intereſted ob- 
jecting to the aſſumption till the father of the preſent Gentle- 
man took it, a poſſeſſion too ſhort, he preſumed, to found 
any ſolid claim. There was no other deed but this conveying 
to females; for if the claim was made under the charter of 
1666, ſhe would have been excluded by a different branch. 
If any nomination took place by Earl Gilbert, no ſuch thing 
had yet been produced. But even if there were, it was a prin- 
ciple eſtabliſhed in the caſe of Stair, that ſuch nomination 
mult have the royal confirmation in order to render it valid, 
In this caſe the principle applied with additional force. The 
power of nomination under the charter of 1666 was fo unli- 
mited, the conditions were fo extraordinary, that it was im- 
poſſible they could be valid without ſomething to ſhew that 
they had been approved by the Crown. That had not been 
done, nor could it now be ſupplied, as the articles of union 
diſabled the Crown from doing any thing in the creation or 
renewing of honours in Scotland. With regard to the conſe- 
quence of the Gentleman now ſtiling himſelf Earl of Errol 
being deprived of the ſituation he now held, he conceived that 
the petitioner, the Earl of Lauderdale, muſt be entitled to it. 
This diſcuſſion, however, it was not neceſſary at preſent to 
_ agitate, becauſe in that event the Earl of Errol could have 
\ no intereſt in the queſtion, as he would then have ceaſed to be 
a member of the Scots Peerage. Mr. Adam concluded with 
| faying, that he hoped he had opened his caſe with that reſpect 
for their Lordſhips which he ever wiſhed to teſtify, and that 
civihty to the Gentleman, whoſe title he objected to, which 
his character deſerved. Mr. Adam then produced the diffe- 
rent documents on which the cafe reſted, which were or- 
dered to be printed, and the farther hearing to proceed next 
Tyeſday, r 5K e OT 
The Houſe was then reſumed, and ſeveral private bills read. 
—Adjouraed, „ 


HOUSE. 
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HOUSE OF COMMONS. 


Tus DA, February 21. 
IT wo hallots took place for Committees to try the merits of 
the Canterbury and Tewkeſbury elections. 


HOUSE OF LORDS. 
WæłEDNES DAV, February 22. 
* the Bills on the table, &. — Heard counſel on the 
Scots Appeal. Adjourned. | | 


HOUSE OF COMMONS. 
WEDNESDAY, February 22. 


Mr. JF. Dundas moved, at the requeſt both of the ſitting | 
Member and the Petitioner, that the ballot on the election for 


the borough of Inverkeithing be diſcharged from the next day, 
and fixed for Thurſday the 16th of March. Ordered. 


Mr. /Yh:itbread put off his motion, which ſtood for Friday, 


at the requeſt of the 1 of the Exchequer, till Mon- 
day next. 
SOUTHWARK ELECTION. . 

Colonel Porter ſtated, that he had that morning read the 
Southwark Petition with great care, and as it ſeemed to him 
to convey ſome ſtrong refleCtions againſt the Committee, of 
which he had the honour to be a member, he gave notice, 
that on Thurſday ſe'nnight he ſhould ſubmit a motion upon 
the ſubject, if no more efficient member of that Committee 
came forward before that time. 

CORN, 


Mr. Ald*rman 11 gave notice, that on Friday next 


he ſhould move for ſome indemnity to the Merchants, who, 
by importing grain into the country at a time of great public 
ſcarcity, have ſuſtained very heavy loſſes. 

The order of the day for the Houſe reſolving itſelf into a 
Committee on the Quakers' Bill being read, it was put off tilt 
Friday, on the motion of the Chancellor of the Exchequer. 


The Committee on the Inland N Wen Bill Was deferred | 


till this day {e'nnight. 


The Bill for enabling the Eaſt India Company to raiſe mo- 
ney by enereaſing their capital, was read a ſecond time, and 


ordered to be committed the next day. Adjourned. 


Mr. Serjeant Adair moved, that the ballot for a Committee 


to try the inerits of the Shrewſbury election, which ſtood for 
the next day, ſhould, on account of the circuits, be put off till 


Thurſday the 2oth of April, —Ordered, Adjourned. 


HOUSE 
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' HOUSE OF LORDS. 
THURSDAY, february 23. | 
Heard counſel and gave judgment, reverſing the judgment 
of the Court of Seſſion, the aſſignees of Gibſon and Johnſtone, 
againſt the truſtees of M*Alpine and Co. 
The different Bills on the table paſſed their various ſtages.— 
Adjourned, | Ne 1 e 


HOUSE OF COMMONS. 
TRHRURSD Ax, February 23. 5 
Mr. Powys gave notice, that the next day he intended to 
move for leave to bring in a Bill to explain and amend the Act 
paſſed two years ago, with regard to the equalization of 
weights and mesſure. 5 
The Members to try the merits of the Carliſle Election Pe- 
tion were balloted for. 8 1 | | 
| Petitions were preſented from the Surgeons' Company, 
Tower Hill Sewers, Banbury Roads, Frodſham, Hilham, 
Selby, Gelding, Mordon, Moorlinch, and Harlington In- 
cloſures” _ , = ER 5 
A Petition was preſented from Marybone Veſtry, againſt 


the Poor Bill. —Referred to the Commitee on the Bill.1 


Several Petitions were preſented by Mr. Mainwaring, from 


the Tower Hamlets, and places adjacent, againſt both Wet 


Dock Bills. 


HOUSE OF COMMONS. 
FRIDAY, February 24. Reg 
Mr. Mamwaring preſented a Petition from the pariſhes of 
St. Giles, and Mary, Whitechapel, praying for a more equal 


aſſeſſment of the Poor Rates. The Petition was referred to a 
Committee. | 1 0 > 


Mr. D. P. Coke brought up a report from a ſelect Commit- 
tee on the Local Juriſdition Bill, which was ordered to be 
taken into conſideration in a Committee of the whole Houſe 
on Thurſday next. „„ ; 

A Petition was preſented from the parifh of Iſlington againſt 
the Poor Bill, which was ordered to be laid upon the table. 

Lord Hawkeſbury and another Gentleman were ordered to 


to wait upon the Rev. Dr. Powis, to requeſt him to preach 


March next. 


before the Houſe of Commons on the Faſt Day, on the 8th of 
Vor. II. 1797. £ > Hiram On 
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On the motion of Mr. Grey, the ballot for the Committee 
on the election for the county of Kent, which ſtood for Thurſ- 


day next, was poſtponed, on account of the Circuits, till 
Thurſday the 4th of April. 


Mr. Harriſon gave notice, that on Tueſday ſe” nnight he 


would move for a Committee to conſider of a mode of reducing 
the public 8 by : a retrenchment of offices and fine- 


cure places. 


MERCANTILE INDEMNITY. 
Mr. Alderman Luſhington roſe to ſtate the grounds of a mo- 


tion, of which he had given notice on a former day, for a 
Committee to inveſtigate the cauſes and the amount of the loſſes 
which had been ſuſtained by the merchants who had, in a 


time of public ſcarcity, ſupplied the country with corn, and 
to conſider if there were any mode of indemnifying them for 


theſe loſſes. He was aware that, in propoſing this motion, he 


had to encounter a ſtrong general principle, to which it was 


certainly proper in moſt caſes to adhere. He conſidered him- 


ſelf, however, as warranted to ſtate the preſent inſtance as one 


of choſe which might fairly be urged as an exception to the 


common rule. He declared that, in bringing forward the 


ſubject, he was neither the advocate of the fufferers, nor a 
complainant of perſonal damage, but actuated by a ſincere de- 


lire to promote the peace of the country, and an ardent zeal 
to encourage that public ſpirit, by which alone, in critical 


emergencies, it could be preſerved. He was entirely unac- 
- quainted with thoſe individuals who had ſuffered in conſe- 


quence of their exertions in importing grain into the country, 


at a time when it was threatened with one of the greateſt ca- 
lamities incident to man ; and therefore he felt for them only 

as he would feel for others who had been ſubjected to a ſevere 
and ruinous loſs. But it was extremely neceſſary for the 


Houſe, overlooking all individual conſiderations, to take care 
that thoſe who by their ſpirited and patriotic exertions had af- 


forded ſeaſonable relief to the country, ſhould not be ſubjected 
_ to ſuch a loſs as might in future diſcourage and check that ſpi- 
Tit from which the public as a body had fo eminently benefited. 


When the ſcarcity prevailed, the purchaſes made by Govern- 


ment were found to be very inadequate to ſupply the demands 
of the market. It was therefore found adviſeable to encourage 


private ſpeculation, i in importing an article of the firſt neceſſit 
then 1© much wanted, Prompted by a deſire of ſupplying the 


exiſting wants of the country, and encouragec by the induce- 


ments held forth by the legiſlature, the merchants imported a 
vaſt quantity of corn on. their own account ; the conſequence 


of 


* 
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of which was, the price fell between 60 and 70 per cent. In 
1795, before individuals engaged in the ſpeculation, Govern- 
ment imported only 250,000 quarters, whereas in 1796 there 
were not leſs than 700,000 quarters imported. This, how- 
ever, was not all; his argument derived ftrong collateral aid 
from the interference of Government in the market. By ſup- 


_ plying the market regularly every week with a certain quan- 


tity of corn at a certain price, the merchants were of courſe 
under the neceſſity of ſelling what they had imported at the 


| ſame price, and thus were deprived of thoſe profits which, 
from the ſtate of the country, they had been given to xpect. 


Upon theſe grounds he hoped the Houſe would be diſpoſed to 
grant them ſome relief; he therefore moved, That a Com- 
mittee be appointed to inveſtigate the cauſes and the amount 
of the loſſes ſuſtained by the merchants in importing corn into 


this country at a time of great public ſcarcity, and to conſider 
of ſome mode of indemnifying them for theſe loſſes.” 


Mr. Sheridan ſaid, he did not mean to oppoſe the appoint- 


ment of a Committee ; he hoped, however, that it would be 


an open one. He roſe merely to aſk the worthy Alderman 
one queſtion. He had no doubt that the merchants, who en- 
gaged in the ſpeculation of importing grain, were influenced by 

views of perſonal intereſt, as well as by motives of public ſpirit. 


He wiſhed however to know, whether, if the harveſt had 


failed, and the price of corn of courſe had riſen, they would 


have given up any part of their profits to the public? 


Mr. Alderman Lu ſbingion explained, that he did not mean 
to ſtate that the merchants had been guided in their ſpecula- - 
tions ſolely by diſintereſted motives ; but he contended that 


they were urged and impelled by Government to enter into 
the ſpeculation ; and that as they had ſuſtained ſevere loſſes by 


yielding to this impulſe, they had a fair and juſt claim to in- 
demnity. As to what would have happened if the price of 
corn had riſen inſtead of falling, he was fully convinced that, 


had this unfortunately been the caſe, the ſituation of the 


country would have been truly deplorable, for he doubted, 
much inclined as the people were to obey the laws, whether 
they would have remained long in ſubjection to them, had 
the price of bread continued to riſe after it was fifteen pence 
the quartern loaf, _ L 5 . 8 
An open Committee was appointed to conſider the motion. 
Mr. Powys moved for leave to bring in a Bill to explain and 


amend an act paſſed two years ago for regulating Weights and 


Meaſures, Leave was given. | 1 
— 3 QUAKERS' 
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50 uk ERS BILL, 
The wk of the day for-the Houſe reſolving itſelf into a 


Committee of the whole Houſe on a Bill for granting relief to 
the people called Quakers, reſpecting the mode of proceſs againſt 


them for payment of tythes, and for taking their ſolemn affirm- 


ation in criminal as well as civil cafes, being read, and the 
- queſtion being put, that the Speaker leave the chaif, 


Sir V. Scott roſe to oppoſe the motion, upon the ground of 
various objections to the Bill which he begged leave to enume- 
rate, and add, by way of explanation, that they reſpected that 


part of it which related to the payment of tythes, more than 
that reſpecting the affirmation of Quakers in certain caſes of 


criminal juriſprudence: he ſhould rely upon the abilities of 


thoſe Gentlemen who were better acquainted with the opera- 


tion, and more deeply intereſted in the iſſue of the latter, for 
a due conſideration of the effects which any alteration might 
produce. He hoped he ſhould be juſtified in giving his op- 
poſition to any alteration in the payment of tythes, though no 


enemy to liberal and good-humoured toleration. Where to- 


leration was given to any ſet of religious principles, or religi- 
ous opinions, which by their practice were injurious to _ 


Tights of other men, and to the rights of civil ſociety, 


thought the inconvenience of ſuch a practice ought rather ga 


fall upon the perſons who cauſed it by their religious opinions, 
than on thoſe from whoſe eſtabliſhments they differed. The 


Quakers were the people who created inconvenience by their 


religious differences from the eſtabliſhment of others, and yet 
| thele were the people who deſired to be relieved from the in- 


conveniences which they themſelves created, and to impoſe 
the burden upon others. The toleration which the Quakers 
ſolicited affected the rights of property, inaſmuch as they 
wiſhed to be exempted from the preſent and eſtabliſhed mode 


of paying tythes. Tythes were property; they conſtituted a 


part of the rights of civil ſociety, and were the property of the 


perſons entitled to them. A great part of them was lay- 
property, and were claſſed under the title of Jay-impropria- 
tions. They did not belong to any eccleſiaſtical incumbent, 
but were the poſſeſſions of lay-corporations, univerſities, and 
colleges, or other purchaſers, There were leaſes of tythes 


which deſcended in families from generation to generation, 


upon eaſy renewals, and theſe leaſes amounted to one-half of 


the collective property of tythes. In ſuch caſe, therefore, it 
was evident from religious ſcruples the Quakers not only re- 


fuſed the 4 aj of tythes to the eccleſiaſtical incumbent, 


ay- impropriator; and that they were guilty by 


but to the 
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their practice of a violation upon property and the civil rights 
of ſociety, though the preſent mode of paying tythes had been 
eſtabliſhed 300 years ago, and long before the perſaaſion of 
Quakers was publiſhed or profeſſed. Whether tythes were 
lay-property or not, they- were, he contended, property, and 


property of a nature too which was more anxioufly guarded by 


the wiſdom of the legiſlature than any other. The Quakers 
acknowledged this law, and they acknowledged the rights of 
property, allo, which it protected, and yet they with-held the 
payment of the tythes which conſtituted a part of it. Would 
jt not be odd, if a man had purchaſed an eſtate, and willingly _ 
paid down nine-tenths of the purcaſe money, but put the tenth 
part in his pocket, becauſe he alledged that it was an article 
of his faith to do ſo? And yet, however ridiculous ſuch a 


- propoſition might appear, it was the avowed practice of the 
_ Quakers. Opinions of the preſent day were not, however, 


to be meaſured by any ſtandard of reaſon or juſtice, and this 


was one of that deſcription. He conceived that he did not 
loſe ſight of that profeſſion when he aſſerted, that the religious 


opinions of the Quakers affected the rights of civil property. 


| He wiſhed, therefore, to ſubmit to the conſideration of the 
| Houſe, how far it would be proper to accede to the requiſi- 


tion of the Quakers, and vary the regulation of civil property 
—and how far they ought to allow people in general to find oc- 
caſion, by an act of the legiſlature, to recognize ſuch a principle 
as the non-payment of tythes, on account of the religious fan- 
cies of particular perſons. The Houſe would he pleaſed to 


_ obſerve, that the title and preamble of the Bill were ſtated to 


be for the relief of Quakers from the payment of tythes (not 
only to eccleſiaſtical incumbents, but to lay-impropriators 


_ alſo, who may have given a value for thoſe tythes), and to 


extend the relief provided for them by a former act of Parlia- 
ment. He begged to have the act read, and particularly the 
4th clauſe of the jth of King William and Queen Mary, ch. 
34, which being done, he ſaid he conſidered that act as. an 
act for the relief of the owners of tythes inſtead of Quakers, 
and commented on the manner of our anceſtors in treating the 


_ objections. of the Quakers as pretended ſcruples, entertaining 
no doubt but their own language expreſſed their own ideas.— 


He did not wiſh.to uſe invidious terms, but certainly, accord- 
ing to his conſtruction, that act appeared to conſider the with- 
holding of the payment of tythes, on account of the pretended 
ſcruples of conſcience in the Quakers, as a treſpaſs upon pro- 


perty and the rights of civil ſociety ; and he had a right to ſay, 


that, according to the whole forin and tenor of it, he conſi- 
| % : 8 85 35 = ee dered 0 


— — — 
por — —— ee nr nb 


— 


— — . 2 
OR ro es er 


A 


— 


22 WOODFALL'S PARLIAMENTARY REPORTS. [Commons, 
dered it to be not an aCt provided for the relief of Quakers, in 
certain caſes of conſcience, againſt the perſecution of poſſeſſors 


of tythe property, but an act for the relief of other men in the 


poſſeſſion of tythe property againſt the perſecution of Quakers ; 
becauſe he who with-holds the property of another man muſt 


be the perſecutor, and not the man who ſeeks by law to reco- 


ver his right. Taking it in that view, therefore, that the 
legiſlature protected the payment of tythes, when due, he 
defired to aſk the Houſe whether it would be prudent to vary 


that policy? If the policy were varied, he ſhould be glad to 
know where the principle would end? Who could ſay to 
what extent ſuch conſcientious fancies might not run? The 
preſent was the time, as he had before obſerved, for wild opi- 


nions, and ſome perſons might hereafter ſcruple to pay rent 


on the ſame principle, and, by a powerful imagination, con- 
vert texts of ſcripture to ſupport their doctrine. So might they 
proceed with debts too, and contend that they * owe nought_ 
but love.” Gentlemen muſt know that the moſt fanciful and 


dangerous doctrines had of late been publiſhed, and that one 


or two pamphlets had been diſtributed at the door of that 
Houſe, in which the nobility and corporate ſocieties, the 
lawyers and the clergy, had been pelted with texts of holy 


writ as ſo many monopolizers, violators, and oppreſſors.— 


_ Theſe wild opinions excite the deriſion and diſguſt of all who 
bear them, and ſuch is the fanciful objection of the Quakers. 
If you tell the Quakers this is irrational, will any of them 


venture to defend it upon reafon? No; he refers the matter 


to his own opinion, and the ground of that is removed' from 


your inveſtigation. You may ſay he is inſincere in his reli- 
ious ſcruples. That, he will obſerve, is a matter between 


od and his own conſcience, and you may remain as igno- 
rant as before. But if you tell him he is intereſted to put the 
money in his pocket, and that you muſt compel him to refund 


it, he ſubmits to the compulſion in ſpite of all his ſcruples: 


It was the duty of the Houſe, therefore, to deliberate before 
it gave a legiſlative ſanction to fancies, and to projects which 


were at once novel, incommodious, and evaſive; otherwiſe it 


would create and invite the multiplication of ſimilar fancies, 
which would immediately ſpring up in the moſt prolific and 
alarming manner. The Houſe was to recollect, that its in- 
dulgence was called for on account of the particular opinions 
of a certain claſs of individuals, but when that indulgence was 
once granted, it was not a certain claſs of individuals who, 
becauſe they wear no button upon their hats, and decline the 
uſe of the ſecond perſon plural, that were excluſively to enjoy 


it, 
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it, but every man who has a religious ſcruple, or pretends to 
have one. If this principle were once admitted, the anti- 


tythe chriſtians would be the moſt flouriſhing ſect in Britain. 


He begged to call the attention of the Houſe to the conſi- 


 deration of the propoſition on another ground. It was alledg- 


ed by the advocates of the propoſed regulation, that it was 


adviſeable, not merely for the benefit of the Quakers, but for 


the benefit of the tythe-holders, and for facilitating the reco- 
very of tythes. If ſuch were likely to be the effect of the 


Bill, he could not think that the Quakers, who refuſed the 


payment of tythes upon religious principles, would have ſoli- 
cited for the better and more efficacious mode of paying them, 
nor could ſuch a declaration be credited by any one. With 


what conſiſtency ſuch a ſyſtem of action and re- action could 


be made, he left it to the Honourable and learned Gen- 
tleman (Mr. Serjeant Adair) to explain. If they ſolicited the 


regulation, it mult be for reaſons of a contrary import; be- 


cauſe the recovery of tythes was the very ground of their re- 


ſiſtance. But grant that this regulation would facilitate the 
recovery of tythes. The Quakers cannot conſcientiouſly pay 


tythes without compulſion. Then it becomes neceſſary to 


adapt the modes of compulſion to the demands of their con- 


ſcience, and in ſuch a caſe compulſion muſt be uſed; and 


compulſion will remain compultion for ever. This mode then 


would either facilitate the recovery of tythes, or it would not; 
and the Quakers would hereafter either pay with a ſuit, or 


they would pay without one; and that they might do at pre- 


ſent, without any further regulation. He would ſuppoſe, 


however, that they would not pay tythes without a ſuit, and 
then let the Houſe obſerve, to what a ſituation they would 
put a man who had any demand upon them. He muſt be un- 
der the actual neceſſity of going to law every time to recover 


what the law undoubtedly gives him. What would be the 


complaints of Gentlemen, if they were obliged to reſort to 


ſuch a mode of proceeding to recover the payment of rents 


from their tenants; or what would be the diſtreſs and difi- 
culty of merchants to recover the payment of monies, due 
from their agents and correſpondents, in ſuch a flow and in- 


convenient manner? The buſineſs of the world could never 


be conducted upon ſuch a principle; nor could the Govern- 
ment of this country ſubſiſt if ſuch proceedings ſhould be tole- 
rated. When any perſon refuſes to obey the laws and cuſ- 
toms of civil ſociety, the remedy ought to be prompt and effi- 


Cacious, and ſuch as ſhould be able to protect the property of 


individuals from invaſion in future. By the mode ſuggeſted, 
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the reverſe would be the caſe, and the elaimants of property 
in ſuing for their right would be obliged perpetually to incur 


expence and inconvenience with trouble and anxiety. To 


make a man an owner of ſuits inſtead of property would be 


_ deplorable, and he hoped ſuch an obligation would never be 
_ enforced. But to conſider the queſtion the other way, was 


It not true that the Quaker at preſent pays the tythes without 


compulſion? Surely he pays them voluntarily, although, 


perhaps, he pays them under the apprehenſion of compul- 
fion. Tythes are paid the ſame as rents and taxes, under 


the knowledge that the law would be called in if neceſſary 


to enforce them. He deſired, therefore, to aſk whether by 
placing the remedy at a greater diſtance, the payment would 


not be leſs prompt and efficacious? It is impoſſible it ſhould 


be otherwiſe. In the preſent caſe, what was the remedy 


propoſed? It directed that the payment ſhould be made in 
 perfona of the Quaker? Whether the payment was made 


directly into the hands of the tythe-holder, or collaterally 
laid down upon a table in his preſence for him to take u 


as his right, whatever might be the opinion of the Quaker 
in ſuch a tranſaction, was in the opinion of reaſon and of 


law the ſame thing in effect, ſince the Quaker thereby ac- 


tually made the payment. Inſtead of this mode of proceed- 


ing, the general intent of the propoſed regulation was to 
take the payment from the perſon of the Quaker, and levy 


it upon his property. Thus the tythe-holder would be 


obliged to reſort to the diſtrict in which the Quaker lived, 


or to any other place, however remote, where his property 


was lodged, to recover his demands ; and thus a perſon liv- 
Ing in Northumberland might be obliged to traverſe to the 
further corner of the kingdom to regain his right by ſequeſ- 
tration. The laws of ſequeſtration could be better deſcribed 


by other Gentlemen than him, ſince it hitherto had formed 


no part of the proceedings in the eccleſiaſtical court, and he 
hoped it never would form any, ſince it would be extremely 
inconvenient to compel the tythe-holder to proceed year 


tration. VVV 1 
If the Biil were to paſs, it would tend to produce ſuch a 


after year regularly for the recovery of his right by ſequeſ- 


diminuiion of the tythes as would amount to a diminution 


of their value. On no principle of facilitating the recovery 


of the payment of tythes could it be meant, nor did the 
Quakers wiſh to protect them. It was true, indeed, that he had 


heard it ſaid, the Quakers were deſirous of paying the tythes, 


but 
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put could not do it becauſe their conſcience interfered, If 
the fact were ſo, he was not unwilling to allow that a remedy 
againſt their property would be deſirable, but {till he con- 
ceived it would be impoſſible to leave the remedy more com- 
modious and efficacious than at preſent. The fundamental 


proviſions of the Bill left a perſonal ſequeſtration it was true, 


but that was an onerous and inconvenient proceſs, and un- 
fortunately there was little hope or probabllity of recovery 
without it. It was ſaid, the Quaker would admit the in- 
convenience, and feel it his intereit rather to pay the tythes, 
than ſubmit to a ſequeſtration. According to this mode of 


_ reaſoning the honourable and learned Gentleman ſeemed 


to forget the principles on which the Bill was conſtructed, 
for it had previouſly been argued, that the Quakers would not 
pay without compulſion, and it was not to enforce the laws 
of ſequeſtration, but to recover the payment of the tythes 


_ that the regulation was propoſed. The end, therefore was 


forgetful of the beginning, and he conceived the Bill could 

not upon ſuch principles receive ſupport. 1 ; 
It waspretended, that the leading intent of this bill was to 

relieve impropriators from appealing to courts of law, 


by appealing to Juſtices of the Peace, except in caſes of diſ- 
covery. There were many objections to that policy. In 


the firſt place, the claiments would ſtill have the option of 
appealing to the Judges, as well as Juſtices of Peace, but 


they muſt do it under the menace of loſing coſts ; for if it 
ſhould afterwards be found that they had brought a cauſe be- 


fore the Judges, except a caſe of diſcovery which might 


have been decided by the Juſtices of Peace, they were not to 


be entitled to their coſts, and every judicial proceeding that 
acted under ſuch a menace, ought to be reprobated. He 
deſired to know alſo whether, upon any reaſonable calcula- 
tion, the ſingle cafe of diſcovery was the only caſe in which 
a reſort ſhould be made to a ſuperior court of law? He con- 
ceived the magnitude of the property concerned would prove 


the contrary.— There were many lay-eſtates which conſiſted 
entirely in tythes, and he wiſhed to know upon what grounds 


the proprietors ſhould be compelled to retort to Juſtices of 
the Peace to have the quantum decided. He knew that in 
tythe cauſes there were long and intricate accounts to be 


taken, and he did not ſee why the Magiſtrates of the county 
were to,be burthened with them. Nor were the length and 
intricaey of the accounts only to be conſidered, but the de- 
licacy and nicety of their nature. It Was a matter not to Le 
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diſſembled, that tythes were obnoxious to popular prejudi- 


ces, both general and local. He had no intention to ſpeak 
with diſreſpect of Magiſtrates, but they were not exempt 
from the infirmities of human nature, and the laws were fo 


ſenſible of this, that they would not ſuffer a Judge of Aſſize 


to ſet in his own county, leſt his deciſion ſhould be ſway- 
ed by his private feelings. One great end of the adminiſ- 
tration of juitice was the ſatisfaction of the ſuitor, and if 
he were not at liberty to change his mode of application, 


| the end of juſtice would be diſappointed. He knew that 
diſcovery was the beſt evidence, but was it to be demanded 


that the defendant in a tythe cauſe ſhould ſurrender at the 
outlet? It was neither uſeful nor ſupplementary, and yet 


_ unleſs the impropriator undertook to be as wile in the be- 
ginning of the cauſe, as the Judges after hearing all the 
evidence were actually at the end, he never could with cer- 
tainty decide whether the appeal might or might not be made 
to a ſuperior court. What were the grounds then on which 

the neceſſity and expediency of a variation from an eſta- 
bliſhed uſe depended? From the vehemence with which 

the proſecution of this buſineſs was puſhed, it might be ſup- 
paled that the clergy were calling down the vengeance of 
heaven on the Quakers. Holding a ſituation in one claſs 


of the courts of law which had of late been much miſre- 


_ preſented: he was ſenſible that much miſrepreſentation was 
_ afloat. He truſted, however, that he could fatisfy the Houſe 


that no hardſhips had been inflicted under their agency upon 


_ theſe perſons. During the laſt twenty years in the eccle- 
| fiaſtical court for the dioceſe of Canterbury there had not 
been one proſecution. In the dioceſe of Briſtol there had 

been only two, againſt the ſame perſon (William Stratton) 


who paid the tythes immediately in conſequence of the cita- 
tion. One of the citations was inſtituted by the Rev. Wil- 
liam Davy, and the other by the Honourable Henry Thane, 


the lay-impropriator. In the dioceſe of Coventry, tix 
Quakers had been ſerved with citations, ſome from the earl 


of Dartmouth the impropriator, and others from a cler- 


gyman who firſt applied to the local Magiſtrates, but be- 


cauſe of ſome private pique againſt him they were unwilling 
to act, he afterwards reſorted to a court of law. The Qua- 


kers, however acquieſced, and no impriſonment took place. 
In the diocele of Worceſter there had been only one proſe- 


cution, inſtituted by the rector of Teddington, in which 
impriſonment took place on the refuſal of the defendant to 
| anſwer 
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anſwer the citation, but he was ſoon after liberated on ac- 
count of ſome informality in the writ. Thus there had 
been only one man impriſoned during the laſt twenty years 
by the eccleſiaſtical courts, and he was ſoon releaſed. In 
the exchequer, the perſons cited were but few in number, 


as would be ſtated by perſons converſant with the proceed- 
ings of that court. tho' ſuch an unjuſt clamour had been 


raiſed about them. The whole of the injuitice in that 
court was on the fide of the Quakers. The clergyman 
who inſtituted the cauſe againſt them had applied to the 
Juſtices, but was diſſatisfied with their award, and he was 
righily ditlatisficd becauſe it was improper. He was there- 
fore under the neceſſity of reſorting to a ſuperior court, 
and a great clamour was raiſed in conſequence, becauſe he 


did not proceed againſt them one after the other, which he 


had no right to do, as he had no occaſion to impoſe the taſk 
upon himſelf to fight a hydra, which, as often as deſtoyed, 


would riſe again and preſent a new head. He therefore pro- 


ceeded againſt them all, and they ſet up a modus in defence, 
which was another mode of paying tythes. Such litigious 
diſtinctions and religious fancies he contended, did not de- 
deſerve the interference of the legiſlature, eſpecially on 
principles by which the laws of civil ſociety could never be 
ſupported. Tythes ought to be paid in an eaſy and effica- 
cious manner, if they were to be paid at all, and the reme- 


dies ought to be inſtant and efficacious. On what grounds 


then was the Houſe called to alter the preſent mode ? They 


were called upon to introduce a new ſyſtem, by which every 
demand of tythes would be followed by a law-ſuit, and the 


multiplicity of law-ſuits would weaken the ſpring of law in 


a double ratio, for as they encreaſed in number, they would | 
leſſen its force and energy. Sir William faid, he could not 
conceive new meaſures would anſwer while the old ones 
were ſo ſmooth and eaſy. He imputed nd improper motives 
to the learned Serſeant, but there were many opinions ad- 
verſe to tythes, and if the preſent toleration were allowed, 
he doubted not to ſee them all immediately brought for- 
ward in different ſhapes. He ſaw no Petitions. from any 
other quarter at preſent, but it was no improbable ſpecula- 
tion that there might be, and he could not be inattentive to 
_ notions diſadvantageous to property, as ſuch motions would 
attack it where it was moſt vulnerable, and moſt obnoxious 
to popular prejudices. It was in this manner the late un- 
happy change of things began in another country. Tythes 
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chair. VV 3 | 
Mir. Serjcant Adair ſaid, that after the diſcuſſions which 


had the honour to bring in had obtained the approbation of 
the Houle with conſiderable deliberation, though without a 


upon the ſubject throughout the kingdom, he confeſſed that 
he was a little ſurpriſed that in this ſtage, for the firſt time, 
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meaſure. His learned friend had prefaced his oppoſition 
with an apology perſonal to him—an apology by no means 
neceſſary, Whenever the mind was enlightened, from what- 
ever that light proceeded, it ought, in preference to every 


duty. He acquitted his learned friend from the imputation 


ſiderations which he himſelf aſſigned ; he knew his candour 
and honour too well to ſuppoſe any other; it was better, 


his oppoſition had thus late ariſen, to examine the weight of 
the arguments he had employed. The bill, when originally 
introduced, had undergone conſiderable diſcuſſion, and re- 


in compliance with the wiſhes of others than his own judg- 


into the preſent Parliament, in the ſhape in which it had ob- 
tained the approbation of the laſt, than under its original 
form. With regard to the principle of his learned friend, 


went to affect property, he could not agree with him to the 
extent in which it had been ſtated. He thought that ſome 
reſpect ought to be ſhewn even to thoſe religious ſcruples 
which might be conſidered as abſurd, though they 5 | 
this conſequence, and they might even be the object of that 
good natured toleration which his learned friend had men- 
tioned. His learned friend ſaid, that to ſuch ſcruples the 

legiſlature ought not at all to yield. He admitted that the 


were among the firſt objects of abuſe and execration, then 
followed lordſhips and manors: Titles and ſucceſſions 

ſuffered next, and laſtly that extraordinary and lamentable 
convulſion Which has ſhaken Europe and the world. 


Upon thaſe grounds he oppoſed the Speaker's leaving the 
this ſubject had laſt year undergone, after the bill which he 
ſingle diviſion ; aſter the diſcuſſion which had been provoked 


any thing like a ſerious objection had been urged againſt the 


conſideration, to direct a public man in the diſcharge of his 


of being guided by any other motives than thoſe grave con- 


however, inſtead of {topping to enquire how the motives of 


ccived ſeveral alterations, to which he had acceded rather 


ment; he had likewiſe thought it better to introduce the bill 


on which he founded his objection to the meaſure, that no 
reſpect ought to be ſhewn to religious ſcruples where they 


ved 


legiſlature ought not ſo far to yield to them as to leſſen the 
og ws = a ſecutity 
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ſecurity of property, but yet he thought it wiſe, humane, and 
juſt to give ſuch indulgence as was conſiſtent with its moſt 
perfect ſecurity. Alterations in the laws which tended to 
afford eaſe to the perſon who enteriained the ſcruple, with- 
out injuring the property which it regarded, he would con- 
tend, were wiſe, humane, and juſt, and till his learned friend 
could ſhew that the preſent bill would actually produce the 
effect which he deprecated, he would not conſent to the ap- 
plication of his principle. An expreſſion in the act of 
King William, on which this meaſure was founded, had 
been quoted by his learned Friend. The conduct of that 
Parliament, by which that act had been paſſed, it would 
appear, however, was more liberal than their language. 
the ſcruples of the Quakers were called pretended. He 
believed that theſe ſcruples were perfectly real. They 
could anſwer no purpoſe of intereſt. They lead to ſuffer- 
ing and to difficulty. The hardſhips they produced were a 
pledge of their ſincerity. Were they of a kind which the 
intereſt of the parties might ſuggeit, they certainly ought 
not to be encouraged. Such, however, was the liberalit 

of feeling which actuated that Parliament, that they yield- 
ed to ſcruples which they called pretended ; and what then 
ſhould be their conduct when they believed the ſcruples to 

be real ? Laſt year when the Bill was under conſideration, 
there had been but one opinion concerning the character, 
the ſubmiſſive conduct, the inoffenſive manners of the peo- 
ple for whoſe relief it was intended. Such had been the 
opinion which had been formed upon an experience of their 
good behaviour, and an obſervation of their principles. 
When the act of King William was paſſed, they were a 
new fed, and their principles were little known, which 
might give riſe to the expreflion that had been quoted. But 
notwithſtanding this, they did in fact adopt the principle of 
the preſent Bill. By making their affirmation evidence, 
their ſcruples were indulged in matters of the higheſt impor- 
tance, Upon this point, where property is ſo much con- 


cerned, and which on ſo many occaſions affeRs it ſo nearly, 5 


the legiſlature did yield to theſe ſcruples. His learned 
friend, likewiſe, (with no better ſucceſs to his own argu- 
ment) had drawn another objection to the meaſure from this 
ſtatute of King William, and in aſking which to be read, 
he only had done what he himſelf had intended to move. 
He had ſaid that this act was not intended for the benefit 
of the Quakers, but is ſtated to be for the more eaſy reco- 
No very 
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very of tythes, and was meant for the advantage of the claim- 
ant. This, in fact, was the very object of the preſent Bill, 
and his learned friend in his zeal againſt the meaſure, had 
confirmed the argument he maintained, that it would be 


-more beneficial to the tythe-holder than the ſyſtem that is 
at preſent followed. In what view, then, the act of King 


William might be confidered, whether, of relief to the 
Quaker or benefit to the proprietor, it created a new juriſ- 
diction, the advantage of which, ſo far as it went, was proved 


by a century's experience; and he would aſk, it it had ever. 


been known to be attended with any inſtance of incon- 
venience? His learned friend had indulged himſelf in put- 
ting ſeveral fanciful cafes and ſuppoſed a great number of 


pretended ſcruples. There was one which was deſigned to 
raiſe alarm in the minds of the country gentlemen. It was 


{tated as a poſſible caſe, that farmers might, from ſome pre- 


tended ſcruple, refuſe to pay their rent Even for this, 


however, the law had already provided preciſe'y the very 


remedy which the Bill meant to introduce. By this, thoſe 


who ſhould take ſuch a ſcruple into their heads, and refuſe 


to pay their rent, would be treated juſt like thoſe who re- 
fuſe to pay their rent without any ſcruple. The ſummary 
remedy, by diſtreſs, the law already afforded. The country 


gentlemen, therefore, need not be alarmed that their te- 


nants ſhould take ſuch whimſies in their heads, when they 


were ſure that, they would ſoon have a warrant of diſtreſs 
at their backs, which would compel payment.—His learned 


friend had been particularly unfortunate in this ſuppoſition, 
as it led ſo directly to the conſideration of the remedy, 
which, in that caſe, as well as in the preſent, is the beſt 


and moſt convenient, and by which the claim is made ef- 
fectual with leaſt litigation and expence. Pamphlets, con- 


taining abſurd and ridiculous doctrines, had likewiſe been 


mentioned, in order to favour the idea of danger. Theſe, 


however, he was ſure were not the grave conſiderations by 
which his learned friend was actuated. His learned friend 
had ſaid, how was it poſſible to diſtinguiſh between the pre- 
tended and the real ſcruples? He would anſwer, by en- 


quiry, whether the ſcruples were favourable or hoſtile to the 
intereſt of the parties, and if his learned Friend, could ſhew 


that intereſt ſupported the ſcruple, he would prove more for 

His argument than he had hitherto done. It was ſtated that 
the Quaker had an intereſt in the ſcruples he profeſſed. He 

could not conceive, however, what intereſt could prompt a 


* 
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man to profeſs ſcruples which, if maintained, led to impri- 
ſonment for life, or to ſtand a ſuit for a few ſhillings, which 
would raiſe the expence to thirty times the orginal demand. 
This ſurely was the oddeſt kind of intereſt ever heard of. 
There was no advantage gained by delay, on the contrary, 
it was attended with additional trouble and expence. While 
ſuch was the caſe, he would leave it to his learned Friend to 

explain the inconſiſtency, and to reconcile the intereſt with 

the ſcruple. In was ſaid too, that the ſame indulgence mult 

be granted to all who ſhall take it into their heads to enter- 
tain the ſame ſcruples. To this he would anſwer, yes; when 

the caſes occurred, if the {cruples were real, and if they were 

contrary to the intereſt of the parties. With reſpect to the 

opinion they were to form of the wiſdom of the law, which 

had been made in compliance with them, it was immateriat 
whether the ſcruples were real or pretended. The principle 

had been ſanctioned by the legiſlature. He had heard it 
whiſpered that the Vork caſe was an inſtance of the incon- 

venience of the juriſdiction created by this Bill. With this 

caſe, however, he was acquainted, and the inconvenience 
was occaſioned by a departure from the juriſdiction. He did 
not arraign the conduct of individuals in the hardſhips which 
had ariſen, for then he ſhould have acted differently; he was 
convinced that the grievances aroſe from the law, and that a 
legiſlative remedy was required. When he firſt heard of the 
York caſe he had looked into it with attention, and upon it 
he had formed his judgment, that an extenſion of the juriſ- 
diction created by the act of King William was required. 
He had ſeen with pleaſure that no innovation was neceſſary, 
that no new principles would be introduced into the ſyſtem 
of our laws and conſtitution. The ſum of 10l. to which the 
juriſdiction was originally confined, was not a ſmall ſum in 

tythes; the remedy would be complete by extending the 
principle already laid down. His learned friend had ſtated, 
that diſcovery was the only caſe when the juriſdicton might 
be changed, for when a queſtion of titles aroſe, the parties 
were at liberty to apply to the other courts ; when this hap- 
pened, the Quaker then gave 1p the benefit of the juriſdic- 
tion of the juſtices. Notwithſtanding what had been ſaid by 
his learned friend, he itill was of opinion that the meaſure 
would be for the benefit of the holder. It was in fact ba- 
lancing property againſt perſonal liberty. The tythe-holder 
would be enabled to recover his claim, inſtead of merely ob- 
taining the impriſunment of the Quaker for life. His nw 
che e 
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ed friend had ſaid a great deal to prove that tythes were pro- 


perty, and in this he perfectly agreed with him. The object 
of the meaſure was to enable the tythe-holder to recover his 


claim without the neceſſity of a ſuit. His learned friend 


feemed to ſtate it as if the Bill was to give the holder a law- 
ſuit inſtead of his demand ; what, however, 1s the caſe at. 


preſent? If the Quaker is either conſcientious or obſtinate, 
an expenſive and tedious fuit is the confequence, which un- 
der the preſent Bill would be avoided. 


No ſuit at all would 
be neceſſary; the demand would be recovered in a mode 


ſimilar to diſtreſs. In reality, he was ſurpriſed at the ob- 


tions, 


jections urged by his learned friend. They ſeemed as if in- 
tended as a contraſt to its regulations, and proved the excel- 
lency of the principle of the Bill, which went to remedy 
thoſe very evils which his learned friend had ſtated as objec- 
Was it no benefit to the holder, that a great deal of 
time and expence were ſaved in the recovery of his claim? 
Was it no advantage that he got his property inſtead of the 


perſon? Was it no benefit to the Quaker that he eſcaped the 
calamity of impriſonment for life, which might now be his 
fate? Inſtead of the bodies of ſeven obſtinate or conſcientious 


men, the tythe-holder would be able, in two days, by a 


ſummary and cheap mode of proceeding, to recover his mo- 


ney. Whatever prejudice and alarm might at preſent exiſt 


among the clergy with regard to the effect of this Bill, he 


was convinced it would be overcome by the Houſe, and that 
after a fair experiment of its operation for a limitted time, the 
_ clergy themſelves would join with the Quakers in their wiſhes 
for its renwal. His learned friend aſked, if the Quakers pe- 

titioned for the relief contained in this Bill? To this he an- 
ſwered, They did not; the Quakers had petitoned for relief 

as to the impriſonment of their perſons. 


In his ſituation, 
as a member of Parliament, he was to conſider what was 


wiſe and proper to be done, not what was agreeable to the 
wiſhes of thoſe who were the objects. The Quakers were 


not anſwerable for what the Bill contained; he alone was 
reſponſible for that. It was for the Houſe, however, to de- 
termine whether they would entertain the Bill and ſanction 
the purpoſes it was intended to ſerve. Among the different 
arguments which his learned friend had ſuggeſted in favour 


of the meaſure, which he himſelf might have overlooked, 


there was one of which he was aware. 
remedy ſhould be prompt and efficacious. 
the very object of the Bill; for at preſent, if the Qu 


It was ſaid that the 
This indeed was 
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was obſtinate, no court could enable the holder to recover his 
tythe, while under this Bill the claim might eaſily be made 
good. It was ſaid that, at preſent, thoſe who refuſed to pay 


were obliged to do it by the terror of the law. He was ſur- 


priſed that his learned friend ſhould have employed ſuch an 
argument. In the ſame manner the torture and every ſort of 
abuſe were juſtified. A degree of terror might be proper, but 
it was an object of policy to render it proportionate to the of- 
fence. Terror too was not the way that ought to be employ- 
ed to effect obedience, when other means could be obtained. 
It was better to facilitate the object by the intervention of le- 
This then was the object, to remove that 
terror which was inconſiſtent with humanity, and to prevent 


offences (if they were to be called offences) by removing their 
neceſſity. 


It was much better to enable the holder to take the tythes 


that were before him, than to trighten the Quaker into a pay- 


ment which his fcruples forbade, and when, if he was obſti- 


nate, it might be altogether defeated. The mode of ſequeſtra- 


tion was objected to by his learned friend, and the inconve- 


nience of the holder being obliged to look for the property of 
the Quaker at a diſtance, was alſo ſtated ; but it was to be 
_ obſerved that tythes differed from every other ſpecies of debt, 
becauſe here the fund for payment was pre- ſuppoſed, and it muſt 
always be in the power of the holder to make his claim effec- 


tual, ſince property to ten times its amount muſt always exiſt. 


Sequeſtration too was rfot to be employed till the warrant of - 
the Juſtices had been put in force, which, in almoſt every 
_ cate, would ſuperſede the neceſſity of the ſecond proceſs. In- 


deed, that clauſe had been put in the Bill by the ſuggeſtion of 
his learned friend, or ſome other perſon who took a part in 
the diſcuſſion when it was firſt introduced, for he bimſelf had 


not conſidered it to be requiſite, although it was poſſible that, 
in ſome caſes, the mode of ſequeſtration might be employed. 


8 N ; 8 O —_ ö 
Theſe, however, were matters rather for the conſideration of 


the Committee, and did not go to the principle of the Bill. 
With regard to the dangers with which the meaſure might be 
attended, he differed moſt widely from his learned friend. He 
was ſorry to hear that opinions hoſtile to tythes were abroad, 
but he did not imagine it was in any great degree. For his 
own part, he thought the clergy ought to be provided, and 
well provided for. If any opinions hoſtile to tyrhes exiſted, 
were they not more likely to be diſſipated by the diſplay of 
mild, cheap, and expeditious modes of levying, than by cruel, 
tedious, and expenſive proceedings? If ſuch dangers actually 
Vox. II. 1797. F -.. exiſted, 


34 WOODFAL.L'S PARLIAMENTARY REPORTS. [Con Mos, 
cxiſted, it would furniſh an argument for going much farther 
than the preſent Hure propoſed. 
had ſiniſter motives in the preſent application, they would 
find them defeated in the agreeable and conciliating effects 
which it was fitted to produce. With regard to the extrava- 
gant and dangerous doCtrines which had gone abroad in the 
world, his opinions were known. Sure he was, however, 
that every proviſion which tends to make the weight of pro- 


perty leſs oppreſſive in the mode of levying, and to render it 


leſs felt by thoſe who contribute to it, muſt tend to baniſh 
thoſe opinions that would ſhake the ſolidity of its foundations. 
The object of the Bill was to facilitate the claim of the holder, 
and to render it leſs burthenſome to the perſon from whom it 
1s due. 

ſaid was held out in caſe the parties removed from the juriſdie- 
tion of the Fultices, he was led to think from conſiderations 


of expeilience, which in his mind had always the higheſt 


weigh, that the option ſhould be taken away. From expe- 
rience it had been {een that no inconvenience aroſe from con- 
fining the juriſdiction, with regard to tythes, within the fifty- 


one pariſhes of the city of London, to the Magiſtrates, under 


the ſingle exception of their refuſing to act. In the fame 
manner no inconvenience would probably ariſe from a ſimilar 
confined juriſdiction in the preſent caſe. At all events, how- 
ever, it was probable that the tythe-holder would take that 
mode of recovering his claim which was cheap and eaſy, in- 
Read of that which was tedious and expenſive, He would 
ſubmit to the Houle then, whether this was a Bill fo radically 


detective in principle as to preclude any farther diſcuſhon. 


For his own part, he thought it was calculated to be equally 

| beneficial to every party intereſted; and in this opinion, till 
enlightencd by the vote of the Houſe, he ſhould remain. 
The Solicitor General ſaid, the prefent meaſure was founded 

upon an aſſumption that certain grievances exiſted ; that 


formed the firſt queſtion of conſideration. He i. 


that no grievances of the nature complained of exiſted, becauſe 


there did not exiſt thoſe ſcruples of conſcience from which 
thoſe grievances were ſuppoled to have their origin. He de- 
fied the learned and Honourable Gentleman to adduce ſuch 
proof, as ſhould Abr the Houſe, that any oppreſſion had 
been uſed againſt the Quakers. For the laſt twenty years 
there had been none impriſoned for conſcience fake ; for the 
Vork caſe, of which the Houfe had heard ſo much, did not 
fall within that deſcription. 


: Had 


If there were people who 


With regard to the threat which his learned friend 


And he would venture to aſſert, 
that if a Bill could be framed, fuck as thoſe would with who 
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had merely pretended ſcruples of conſcience, and whole real 
object was the intereſted view of eluding payment of a juſt and 
legal due, it would be ſuch a Bill as now was preſented. In 
fact, it would be holding out an encouragement to men of 
ſuch principles. 1 =, ” 

His learned friend had noticed, that tythes were not merely 
eccleſiaſtical dues, but a great part was alſo in the hands of lay- 
impropriators, and muſt be contidered as civil property. When 


| he ſaw this fort of property in the hands of Quakers, when he 
ſaw them leaſing tythes, the impropriators of tythes, and col- 


lectors, he muſt infer, that they had no religious or conſcien- 


tious ſcruples upon the ſubje&t. Nor could he ſuppoſe it, that 


they held it unlawful to pay tythes, when he ſaw many reſpect- 


able men, of that claſs, themſelves, in poſſeſſion of them, and 


collecting them from others. The law, as it now ſtood, was 
completely adequate for their recovery. Seldom was there 
application even to a Juſtice; and, in general, Quakers paid 
their tythes as other men. The caſe of thoſe. now priſoners 
in York, of which they had heard, and which the learned 
Serjeant admitted gave rife to his preſent Bill, was attended 
with circumſtances peculiar to itſelf. In that caſe, when the 


_ clergyman demanded his tythes, they ſet up a modus; and this 
very plea, on their part, was an admiſſion of the right: for 


what was modus but a manner of tything a commutation in 


lieu of tythes in kind? This cuſtom the Magiſtrates, of 
_ courſe, could not try; and the clergyman was obliged to try 


* 


the cauſe in the Exchequer. | 
The learned Gentleman then read extracts from the cauſe. 


In their anſwer, he obſerved, they did not heſitate ſolemnl 


to affirm, that there exiſted an ancient and laudable cuſtom of 
a modus; yet this, that they ſolemnly affirmed, they had not 
In this Bill a great burthen was to 
be thrown upon the Magiſtrate ; for frequently the quuntiym of 


the tythe was matter of litigation and diſpute. 


In Quakers of reſpectability, whom he had known, he ne- 
ver found any of thoſe rigid ſcruples; and in all the experience 
he had had, and he had had much, be never found Quakers 
concerned merely as Quakers, but frequently joined with and. 
pleading as other defendants. About ſixty years ago a ſimilar 
meaſure was attempted to be brought forward, and Gmilar 
grievances were ſtated. After much diſcuflion it paſſed that 
Houſe; and when it went to the other, the Quakers were 


called upon to prove to that Houſe the exiſtence of theſe. 


grievances, This they could not do, and the Bill was re- 
jected, Since that time a period gf fixty years had elapſed, 
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with the law as it now ſtood, Witten any evil conſequence 
reſulting. If it happened that a Quaker lubjected himſelf to 
perpetual impriſonment, he brought himſelf into that ſituation 
exactly in the ſame manner as a litigious man who obſtinately 
maintained a ſuit, and overwhelmed himſelf with coſts. That 


ſuch conſequences ſhould be prevented, if poſſible, he ad- 


mitted ; and he wiſhed a mode could be deviſed which might 
extend to all perſons in that fituation. From the learned 
Serjeant's ſlatement, the Houſe might be induced to ſuppoſe 
that he had diſcovered a mode for the more ſpeedy recovery of 
tythes. If it were fo, why did not the Bill come in that 
ſhape, that hey might debate it? The principle of this 
ſeemed to be, that the perſon ſhould be exonerated, and the 
property only liable. But he would aſk commercial men, whe- 
ther they conſidered rendering ſecure the perſon of the debtor 
in the leaſt improved their ſecurity ? He conceived that this 
meaſure would ſhake that ſurety which hitherto exiſted, and 


as ſuch he muſt oppoſe it. With reſpect to the other parts of 


the Bill he was not prepared to give any opinion. He thought, 
if the affirmation of a Quaker was fit to be admitted, in lieu 
of his oath, it might as well be the ſubject of a diſtin Bill; 


but, as it now ſtood, coupled with the other meaſures, he 
ſhould oppoſe the whole. 


Mr. Serjeant Adair explained. 


Mr. Wigley ſaid, the Toile « of the Bill x was ade on 
the ſtatute 01 William, and it only propoſed to extend relief 


for which that act was inadequate. _ Theretore he did not lee 


any thing new or improper in the Bill. | 

Mr. Richards thought the Bill unneceſſary and inconve- 
nient, becauſe it went to alter the law of the land. How 
could. any queſtion of property be a ſubject of religious fcru- 


ple, which could exiſt only in matters of faith? The ſame 


{cruples of conſcience forbade Quakers to pay taxes; yet they 


were ordered to pay theſe by their elders. That man could 


not have much conſcience or honeſty, who with-held from 


another a debt which he knew was by law his due. He did 


not then think that there exiſted among them ſuch ſcruples as 
had been ſtated. Only one Quaker had been impriſoned in 
the courſe of the laſt 20 years. The whole of the preſent 
queſtion, in fact, amounted to this—that, becauſe certain 
people affected to diſobey the law of the land, it was defired 
We ſhould, on that rounds be treated with greater indul- 

gence. 

Mr. Milberfarce noticed an inconſiſtency 1 in the arguments 
of the Gentlemen who oppoſed the Bill, They praiſed the 
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original ſtatute of King William, and yet decried the preſent 
Bill which proceeded on the ſame principle. When the ad- 
vocates of the Bill ſuggeſted the propriety of extending the 


proviſions of the ſtatute, its opponents then talked of the ſalu- 


tary effect to be derived from enforcing proviſions of more 


wholeſome ſeverity; ſo that from their language there was 
reaſon to conclude, that if they had lived in the reign of King 


William, they would have voted againſt that ſtatute, If in 


the preſent inſtance they thought ſo highly of the benefit to be 
reaped from holding out a ſy{tem of terror, why did they not 


act in conformity to their own principle? Either they ought 


to move for the repeal of the proviſions of the ſtatute of Kin 


William, or they ought to ſupport the preſent Bill for the 


purpoſe of adopting them to their full extent. Mr. Wilber- 
force then adverted to the illiberal language that had been held 


with reſpect to the Quakers, whom he believed to be actuated 


by ſcruples ſincerely conſcientious: they had fully evinced 
their integrity by their conduct during the period of a hundred 
years, and had received proofs of the regard and protection of 
the legiſlature at the beſt period of our hiſtory. „„ 

Mr. Fraſer reprobated the preſent Bill, as tending to throw 
odium on the eſtabliſhed church. The Quakers were a body 


who evinced the utmoſt obſtinacy and inveteracy in oppoſition 
to the laws. They never went to law, but had a mode of 


deciding their own diſputes without any application to courts 
of juſtice. They were a body of men whom he conſidered as 
in no reſpect entitled to more privileges and immunities than 
any other claſs of the community. | 
Mr. F. Burton ſaid, that in a former Parliament he had, 
from a tenderneſs which he confeſſed himſelf to feel for eve 


conſcientious ſcruple, and from a ſuppoſition that thoſe of the 


Quakers were ſincere, ſupported a bill which had part of the 
tendency of this. He then thought. the Quakers oppreſſed; 
he had now reaſon to believe they were not ſo; and his opi- 
nion was confirmed by the returns from all. the eccleſiaſtical 


courts, as well as the Remembrancer's office, through which 


the records upon tythe ſuits muſt paſs. It apppeared from 
theſe, that, in the laſt twenty-two. years, only three ſuits 


_ againſt Quakers, and, ſince the time of Queen Anne, only 
even ſuits, had gone fo far as a hearing, and then generally 


there was a plea of a modus, which would till be bfought into 


the eccleſiaſtical court, even if the preſent Bill ſhould paſs. 


The perſons impriſoned at York were there for coſts; and even 
theſe might have been releaſed upon the Inſolvent Act, if they 
had not choſen, perhaps for the purpoſes of this Bill, and pro- 

bably 
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bably with ſufficient recompence from their brethren, to re- 
main there under the character of martyrs. Unleſs tythe- 
owners were permitted to take their tythes in kind, the half 
of their value would be loſt to them; not that, in point of 
fact, they would fo take them, but that the right to do fo 


would enable them ro obtain their amount. Mr. Burton con- 


cluded by obſerving, that he certainly felt compaſſion for 
Quakers, or any other perſons ſuffering for conſcientious ſcru- 
ples; but he alſo felt compaſſion for that highly venerable and 
uſeful body of men, the parochial clergy reſident upon the 
ſmaller livings, whom it would enable Or 

upon every occaſion, that they would probably at length ſur- 
render a part of that income intended for the ſupport of their 


families. He felt alſo for other owners of tythes, of whom 


many were widows, infants, or orphans. 'The Bill would 
enable Quakers to oppreſs theſe ; and he knew of no ſubſtan- 
tial oppreſhon from which Quakers were to be relieved, 
The Houte now divided | 
yes (tor the queſtion) 33 
Nees (againſt it) — 33 
The 8 peakey gave the caſting vote in favour of che Hoes. 
The Houte therefore went into a Committee, made a ſhort 
progreſs, and agreed to go into a further Committee on this 


Bill on Tueſday morning next. 
The Houſe in a Committee on the Bill to enable the Eaſt 


India Company to. encreaſe their ſtock, &c. paſſed a Com- 
mittee of the whole Houſe, and the report was s ordered to be 


received on Monday. 

Mir. Alderman Combe preſented a Petition on behalf of cer- 
tain individuals who were Þolders of certain written inſtru- 
ments which had been determined in a court of law they could 
not recover the money upon, on account of their being on an 

| uNproper ſtamp, which circumſtance aroſe from inadvertency, 


praying relief of the Houſe, &c. which, atter a few obſerva- 
tions from the Salicitor General, chiefly by way of caution, 
In caſe any propoſition ſhould be hereafter moved upon it, was 


brought up, read, and ordered to be laid on the table. 
Mr. David Scott brought up a Petition from the Eaſt India 


Company, ſtating that they had always given directions to 
their ſervants not to receive rewards, &c. for any appointments 
to offices, &c. and praying leave to bring in a Bill to empower 
them to adminiſter certain oaths to certain perſons employed 


in their ſervice, &c. Referred to a Committee. 


Mr. Mainwarin ng a Petition on behalf of the inha- 


bitants of Covent Garden, Ruſſel Court, and places adjacent, 


uakers fo to harraſs 


complain- 
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complaining of a certain burying ground in their neiglibour- 
hood as a nuiſance, from which is a peſtilence. — 
Referred to a Committee. 
BUTCHERS' MEAT, 

Mr. Mainwaring then gave notice, that on Monday [5 n- 
night ke ſhould have a motion to ſubmit to the Houſe on the 
preſent high price of Butchers meat. 


The other orders of the day were deferred to o Monday,— 
Adjourned to Monday. 


HOUSE oF LORDS. 
| Monpar, February 27. 
COMMITTEE OF PRIVILEGES. 


Lord Grenville moved that the order of the day for the Com- 
mittee of Privileges to ſit the next day be diſcharged ; and 
moved, that the ſaid Committee fit on "Thurſday. Ordered. 

Lord Grenville preſented a Meſſage from his Majeſty, which 


Was handed to the Lord Chancellor, and read as follows. 


MESSAGE FROM SITS, * KING. 
*© GEORGE REX, A 
c His Majeſty thinks it proper to communicate to the Houſe of Lords, without 


delay, the meaſure adopted to obviate the effects which might be occaſioned by the 
unuſual demand of Spie lately made from different parts of the wy on the 


metropolis. 


« Tye peculiar nature and exigeney of the caſe appeared to require, in the firſt 
inſtance, the meaſure contained in the Order of Council, which his Majeſty has 
directed to be laid before the Houſe. In recommending this important ſubje& to 
the immediate and ferious attention of the Houſe of Lords, his Majeſty relies with 
the utmoſt confidence on the experienced wiſdom ↄud firmneſs of his Parliament, for 
taking ſuch meaſures as may be beſt calculated to n At any temporary preſſure, and 
to call forth, in the moſt effectual manner, the excluſive reſources of this king- 
dom, in ſupport of their public and commercial "_ and in defence of their deareft 


intereſts. | G. N. 20 


Lord Grenvill alſo preſented the following Order of Coun- 
cil, which was ordered to lie on the table. | 


dor OF THE ORDER OF PRIVY COUNCIL. 
& At the Council Chamber, Whitehall, February 26th, 1797. By te Lords 
of his ! s moſt Honourable Privy Council. Preſent | 
The Lord Chancellor, Lord Preſident, 
. Duke of Portland, —Marquis Cornwallis, 
FParl Spencer,—Earl of Liverpool, 
Lord Grenville, Mr. Chancellor of the Exchequer. 


6e Upon 
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« Upon the repreſentation of the Chancellor of the Exchequer, ſtating that from 15 4 "oe 
the reſult of the information which he Bas receiveo, and of the enquiries which it þ 7h 7 
has been his duly to make refpcRing the effect of the unuſual demands for Specie 4 . 
that have been made upon the metropolis, in conſequence of ill- founded or exagge- "0 3 
rated alarms in different parts of the country, it appears that, unleſs ſome meaſure 5 * 
is immediately taken, there may be reaſon to apprehend a want of a ſufficient ſup- 7 7 0 
ply of caſh to anſwer the ex gencies of the public ſervice: It is the unanimous opi- Fe Nee! 
niou or the Board, that it is indiſpenſably peceſſary for the public ſervice, that the 3 N . 
Directors of the Bank of England ſhould forbcar iſſuing any caſh in payment until 4 7A 
the ſenſe of Parliament can be taken on that ſubject, and the proper meaſures adopt- 5 5 * 


ed thereupon, for maintaining the means of circulation, and ſupporting the pub- 
lic and commercial credit of the kingdom at this important conjuncture; and it is 
oudered, that a copy of this minute be tranſmitted to the Directors of the Bank of 
= Evglaid, and they are hereby required, on the grounds of the exigency of the 
caſe, to conform thereto until the ſenſe of Parliament can be taken as aforeſaid. 


(Signed) W. FAWKENER” 


Lord Grenuille ſaid, it was not then his intention to detain 
their Lordſhips by a ſpeech, or to enter into a ſubject of fo 
much importance. He wiſhed to give the noble Lords the 
ſame time to conſider of it as was uſual in ſuch caſes, and 
therefore he moved, that the communication from his Majeſty 
be taken into conſideration the next day, and the Lords ſum- 
moned. "Ordered. 
The Duke of Norfolk defired that the Order of Council ; 
bh read; and the ſame being read accordingly, his Grace ſaid, 
as this mellage was to be taken into conſideration the next day, 
he ſhould not then go much into the ſubject. There were, 
however, ſome circumſtances that induced him to call the at- 
tention of the Houſe to the words of the meſſage; the cauſe 
in which it was originated muſt give a very ſerious alarm to their 
Lordſhips, and to the country. He was no friend to alarms, 
and thought that this was one of the molt dangerous kind that 
had yet been circulated. The Bank were ordered to refuſe 
payment of their own bills, in the poſſeſſion of individuals who 
had conſidered them as property. He thought that the deſ- 
perate exigency to which Miniſters had driven the country 
(for to their conduct he certainly mult aſcribe it), was owing 
to the exportation of ſpecie ; an important fact, which claimed 
the iramediate attention of Parliament, and he believed was 8 
the effect of a ſyſtem purſued by the Chancellor of the Exche- 
quer, whom he underſtood to be the mover, contriver, and 
organizer of all thoſe meaſures which had ſo much diſgraced 
the country, and was driving it to ruin. He ſaid, one great 
cauſe of the evil complained of in that Order of Council lad 
| been 
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been totally omitted; and therefore he wiſhed to ſtate it to 
their Lordſhips. The great ſcarcity of gold and ſilver, which 


Vas at preſent experienced in this kingdom, aroſe in a very 


great degree from the vaſt exportation of it, both in coin and 
bullion, to the Emperor of Germany, and our other allies 
upon the continent; and therefore the evil now complained of 
would be greatly remedied if no more were to be exported.— 


For that purpoſe his Grace moved, 


& That an humble Addreſs be preſented to his Majeſty, that no farther exporta- 


tion of gold or filver coin, or of gold or ſilver bullion, ſhould take place for the uſe 


of the Emperor or any other foreign power, until the ſenſe of Parliament be taken 
on that ſubject, after a full review of the cauſes of the preſent exigencies of the 
public, and on which his Majeſty has been adviſed to ifſue the extraordinary and 


illegal Proclamation upon the table,” . 


Several Lords here called out, it was no Proclamation; upon 


which his Grace ſubſtituted in the place of it, Order «f 


Council. N | 


The Lord Chancellor read the motion; after which 


Lord Grenville ſaid, as their Lordſhips had determined not 


to take the ſubject into conſideration till the next day, he did 
not chuſe to diſcuſs it, even though the noble Duke ſeemed to 

with to decide that day what was to be diſcuſſed the next. He. 
had no wiſh to avoid the diſcuſſion when it came regularly be- 


fore the Houſe; but he thought it neither neceſſary, nor con- 
ſiſtent with the dignity of the Houſe, to decide that immedi- 
ately, as the noble Duke's motion went to do by a ſide-wind, 


which they had agreed ſhould be the ſubject of diſcuſſion the 
next day; neither he nor the Houſe were prepared for it. 


The Duke of NVorfſolb explained, and faid, his motion was 
collateral to the buſineſs that ſtood for the next day, and no- 
thing prevented their Lordſhips' from deciding upon it that day. 

The Earl of Guildford faid, he certainly did not rife with 
any intention to enter into the buſineſs that was already de- 
termined for diſcuſſion the next day, but he roſe to ſupport his 
noble friend's motion, conſidering that as a ſubject, which, 
{though connected with the main topic of his Majeſty's Meſ- 
age, was of ſo temporary a nature, as to require immediate 
conſideration; and whatever way his noble friend's motion 


was diſpoſed of, it could not, in his conception, affect the 
other part of the diſcuſſion in the ſmalleſt degree. His Lord- 


ſhip ſaid, that, conſidering the glaring incapacity and ill con- 


duct of his Majeſty's Miniſters in the courſe of the war, he 
could eaſily imagine, that their ruinous meaſures might have 
brought the country into ſuch a ſituation, as to render ſome 


Vor. II. 1797. 8 ſtrong 
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ſtrong meaſure, for the ſupport of public credit, unavoidably 
neceſſary; but, hopeleſs as his expectations had been as to the 
event and conſequences of the war, he had not conceived it 
poſhble that they, who not only ought to have ſeen their dan- 
pers but who, in fact, muſt have been aware of it, ſhould 

ave ſuffered themſelves to be taken by ſurprize, and driven 
as it were to the neceſſity, alinoſt momentarily, of taking a 
ſep ſo alarming, and fo fatal, as to order, or rather to require 


(for that he ſaw was the word in the Order of Council) of the 


Bank to ſtop payment of their own notes, and refuſe to give 
caſh for them to the holders, whoſe property that caſh moſt 
undeniably was, It was the more extraordinary, that the 
impulſe, which occaſioned this violent meaſure, ſhould have 
come upon them ſo much on the ſudden, as to have occaſioned 
them to meet on the preceding day, and take, all at once, a 
ſtep of ſo extraordinary a nature, without conſulting Parlia- 
ment. Did his Majeſty's Miniſters really know nothing of 


their intentions in this reſpect before? Parliament had been 
fitting during the whole of the laſt fortnight, and not one word 


- had been dropt by Miniſters on the ſubject. If they meant fo 


very ſoon to have taken a ſtep of fo much importance, why 
could they not have ſubmitted it to Parliament, which was 
fitting, on Friday; or why had not Parliament fat on Satur- 


day, or even on Sunday, if it had been thought neceſſary ?— 
At any rate, Parliament ought to have been conſulted on an 
occaſion of ſuch moment. Not being aware of the grounds 


and reaſons which prompted Miniſters on the ſudden to adopt 
ſo extraordinary a meaſure, he could not poſſibly argue upon 
its expediency, or its neceſſity ; but for his Majeſty's Miniſters | 


to have taken the meaſure under ſuch circumſtances, gave 
room for ſuſpicion, and rendered his noble friend's motion 
highly proper. He ſhould therefore vote with the noble Duke, 
if he took the ſenſe of the Houſe upon it 
Lord Romney ſaid, that in the preſent awful and moment- 
cus fituation of the country, he thought it of the utmoſt im- 
portance that nothing like a fuſpicion ſhould go abroad that a 
charge had been made, or even an inſinuation thrown out, on 
the conduct of Miniſters, as far as it was connected with the 
important ſubje& of his Majeſty's Meſſage. In the preſent 


Rage of the buſineſs, ſuch an inſinuatiom muſt have a danger- 


ous effect without doors, and muſt at any rate be premature, 
previous to the ſubject's coming fully under the conſideration 
of Parliament. The words extraordinary and illegal,” 
which were in his noble friend's motion, if not a direct charge 
on his Majeſty's Miniſters, certainly amounted to a pretty 
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ſome aſſurance, that after finding it neceſſary to come to 
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occaſioned by the miſconduct of Miniſters. If he thought 
any part of the conduct of his Majeſty's Miniſters unconſti- 


tutional, he truſted there was not a Peer in that Houſe, nor 


a man in the kingdom, who would be more eager than him- 
ſelf to come forward and reprobate it in the ſtrongeſt terms. 
On the preſent occalion whatever might be ſaid on thoſe 
topicks at a future day, he had hoped that the injuſtice or 
ill conduct ofthe war would not have been alluded to, becauſe 


ſuch reflections ſtated in a moment, when the ſubje& ſuffi- 


ciently ſerious in itſelf, by no means called for them, might 
do infinite miſchief without doors, and make an impreſſion 
on the publick mind, that had much better be avoided. His 
Lordſhip ſaid, that as he underſtood from authority, that he 
could rely on, that the ſenſe of thq Houſe would be taken 
on the preſent motion, he was delirous that the grounds 
of his vote that day, ſhould be known. „ 

The Earl of Guildford ſaid, if the omiſſion of the words 


« extraordinary and illegal,“ were fo offenſive as to prevent 
the words being agreed to, he had no doubt but the noble 
Duke would readily ſtrike them out, but that the neceſſity 
of complying with the eſſential part of the motion he held to 


be indeſpenſable, as no reaſon whatever could be aſſigned 


for withholding the exportation of bullion and ſpecie to 


toreign powers under the preſent circumſtances. TL 
The Duke of Grafton earneſtly entreated Miniſters to 
conſider for a moment, what inference would be drawn 


without doors by the public at large, from their refuſing, if 


not to accede to the motion, at leaſt to give the Houſe ſome 


aſſurance, that it was not their intention to ſend any more 


ſpecie out of the kingdom before Parliament had decided 


on the very extraordinary meaſures that had been taken. 


He really thought it was the duty of the Noble Secretary 
of State to ſay explicitly upon what ground the preſent mea- 


ſure had been adopted, whether Miniſters meant to build it 


on any high toned prerogative of the Crown, which did not 


in fact exiſt in this country, and which he hoped there was 
{till jealouſy enough to watch. He approved of the words 
_ © extraordinary and illegal,” becauſe he was convinced they 
_ were ſtrictly applicable, and words which ought to com- 
mand the attention of the Houſe. Whether the motion, 


however, was acceded to or not, he anxiouſly wiſhed that the 
noble Secretary of State would condeſcend to give the Houſe 
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fo extraordinary a meaſure, it was not the intention of Mi- 
niſters to ſend more bullion or {pecie to Germany for the 


e 


Lord Grenuilie ſaid, that after the Houſe had agreed to 
poſtpone the confide ration of the whole of this ſubject till 
the next day, the noble Duke had no right to call upon 


him for explanation; but as he was anxious and deſir- 


ous to give the noble Duke every ſatisfaction, he had no 


objection to anſwer his queſtion. His Lordſhip ſaid, the 


Bank were not obliged toobey the Order of Council, though 


he hoped to make it appear, that they acted wiſely for them- 


ſelves, as well as the public, in obeying it. It was compe- 
tent to the Bank to act as they pleaſed. They were per- 
fectly free, and the Order of Council was not compulſory 
on them. They might, Y{they pleaſed, have refuſed toobey it. 


With regard to any ſurks of money that had been ſent out 


of the kingdom, he ſhould ever be ready to argue that the 
tranſmitting money to our Allics to ſupport and encourage 


them in their endeavours to annoy and weaken the enemy, 
was money wilely and well diſpoſed, and ſure he was that the 


having purſued that practice had been attended with bene- 


ficial and ſalutary conſequences to the country. With re- 


gard to the preſent motion, he ſhould certainly vote againſt 


it, for this ſingle reaſon, that it tended to convey an inſinu- 


ation againſt Miniſters, which they did not deſerve, and to 
decide by a ſide- wind on one part of a very important ſubject, 


before the whole of it was taken into conſideration, and there- 


fore it was not a fair and candid proceeding in itſelf, or fit to 


be adopted by a Houſe of Parliament. 

The Earl of Guildford ſaid, that neither the noble Duke, 
nor he, meant to fay any thing at prefent as to the ſums that 
| Had been tranſmitted already to the Emperor, but after the 
Order of Council, in which the Board expreſsly required 


the Bank to ſtop payment, it muſt be impoſſible to juſtify 
the ſending any more ſpecie out of the kingdom, at the 
time that it was witheld from thoſe who had an undoubted 


right to claim their own property from the Bank, to whom : 


they had entruſted it. 


ne Duke of Norfulk roſe to notice what had hoon ſaid 


in objection to the words, © extraordinary and illegal.“ 


which made a part of his motion, and which he thought 
himſelf perfectly warranted in applying to the order of 


Couftcil. Had he apprehended that the omiſſion of thoſe 
Words would have induced the Houſe to adopt the motion, 
| | they 
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was from any ſuch ſuſpicion, and believing as he did, t 
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they ſhould not have had a place in it, but conceiving, that 
if he were to omit them, it would not cauſe his motion to 

meet with a more favourable reception, he muſt take the 


| ſenſe of the Houſe on the whole of his motion, as it ſtood. 


That the Order of Council was extraordinary, the Duke 


ſaid, he Was ſatisfied, that no noble Lord, no man in 


the country could deny. It ſeemed to be equally clear, 


that it was illegal; ſince it required the Bank not to pay 
money to thoſe individuals who preſented their notes, and 
upon the faith of which payment alone their notes had ob- 


tained a circulation. It had been ſaid the order of the Privy 
Council was .not binding upon the Bank. His Grace did 
not know what he ought to call the Privy Council, whether 
a court of Juſtice, or what was the nature andextent of its ju- 
riſdiction. It,was, however, an high conſtituted authority, re- 
cognized by the conſtitution of this country, and therefore all 


its orders mult produce a great effect on thoſe to whom they were 


directed. He wiſhed to aſł the noble Lord one queſtion : 
Was it intended to ſend any more money to, the Emperor of 
Germany ? | Wt | ER ys 

The Duke of Graſton ſaid, if the Noble Lord would have 
the goodneſs to anſwer that queſtion, it would remove all 
difficulty: and an aſſurance that there was no ſuch inten- 


tion would be moſt ſatisfactory to the country. It would 
_ allo be unneceſſary to preſs his noble friend's motion to a 


diviſion. | „ 5 
Lord Grenville replied, that he would not diſcuſs that 


day a ſubject which the Houſe had determined to take into 


conſideration the next; and the only motive for preſſing 


that motion was, as he obſerved before, to endeavour by a 


ſide- wind to decide a part of the queſtion. | . 
The Earl of Moira declared he roſe to ſay only one word. 
Conſidering the importance of the ſubject, and the nature 


of the queſtion put by the noble Duke, he really thought 


an anſwer ought to have been given by the noble Secretary 
of State. He was aware that in ſo ſhort a ſpace as four and 
twenty hours little miſchief was likely to take place, or 
could make any difference, but he was afraid, that in conſe- 


| quence of the refuſal of Miniſters to anſwer on this ſubje&, 
a ſuſpicion might go abroad that Miniſters did mean direQly, 


to ſend ſpecie out of the kingdom, when they had taken a 
meaſure which would effeQually operate to its being with- 
held from its rightful owner, and therefore free as his mind 
hat 
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the more the affairs of the Bank were enquired into, the 


more ſubſtantial their affluence would be found, and their 


conduct the more honourable to the Governor and Director, 
he muſt vote with the Noble Duke. 


The queſtion being put, the Houſe divided. 


nend es — 
N oi Contents — — 34 
Majority | : 29 


LAW OF DEBTOR AND CREDITOR. 
The Earl of Moira reminded their Lordſhips that previ- 


ous to the receſs, he had given notice of his intention of 
bringing forward a ſubject, on which he had too often trou- 
bled the Houſe, but which he could not abandon ; viz. a re- 


viſion and reform of the laws between debtor and creditor. 
He begged it to be underſtood that he did not mean a tem 
rary inſolvent Bill, that he deemed a iraud on the public 
and a great evil. What he aimed at, was to expunge from 
the law books what he conſidered as a diſgrace to their 


pages, or rather to put on them an improved ſyſtem of legal 
regulations, which ſhould equally tend to protect the creditor | 
and relieve the honeſt but unfortunate debtor. Hitherto 
he had waited for the attendance of a noble and learned law- 


Lord, but finding that attendance not praQicable, he was 
determined to bring on the ſubject i in + the courſe of the en- 
lung week. Adjourned. 


HOUSE OF COMMONS, 
Monpary, February 27. 
LANDING OF THE FRENCH IN WALES. 
A new Member, deſired the Houſe to excuſe his alarm 


upon the recent landing of fourteen hundred of the enemy 


in Wales, and wiſhed the country to come forward with 
ſome extraordinary meaſures in conſequence ; becauſe he 
conceived it to be the intention of the enemy to load this 
country with priſoners of war, elſe it was impoſſible to con- 
ceive why ſuch a number of men ſhould have been landed, 


as he underſtood, without arms or ammunition, and furren« | 
der themſelves as they had done. He wiſhed to direct the 

attention of the Houſe to ſome enquiry upon this ſubject, 
but was ignorant of the manner of proceeding, as he did not 
know whether he ought to make any kind of motion, or 
Bot to gain the information which he wanted. 


The 
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PAB 27. WOODFALL'S PARLIAMENTARY REPORTS. 47 
The Speaker informed him, that the only mode of ob- 


raining any kind of ſpecific information was by making a 
ſpecific motion for the purpoſe. „„ 


The honourable Member aſked the Speaker how he was 
to do it? . hy ad 2 
The Speaker replied, that, as he did not underſtand the na- 


ture of the information he deſired, it was impoſſible for him 
to point out the manner of the motion, otherwiſe than by re- 


peating what he had before ſtated, that the motion muſt 


ſpecify the object of the information wanted. 


The honourable Member then moved, “ That an humble 
addreſs be preſented to his Majeſty, to acquaint the Houſe, 


how the enemy happened to land in Pembrokeſhire, what 
their intentions were in coming thither, and what was to be 


done?“ | RE 5 
The Speaker pauſed, before he preſumed to put the queſ- 
tion, for ſomebody to ſecond it. 7 | 


The honourable Member aſked the Speaker why he did 


not put the queſtion? 


The $peaker informed him, that it was irregular, until 
ſeconded by ſome other Member. | e ooo 
The honourable Member then applied to the Houſe for 
ſomebody to ſecond it, and accidentally glancing at Mr. 
Plumer in his ſurvey, aſked whether the Member for 
Hertfordſhire would not? 3) 

Mr. Plumer, however, thought proper to diſregard it, and 
the Member and his motion remained in ftatu quo. | 

CANTERBURY ELECTION. 

Mr. Vanſittart reported that Thomas Jones, Eſq. was in- 
diſpoſed by ill health, and could not attend the Committee for 
trying the merits of the Canterbury election, and that Dr. 
Blane, his phyſician, was ready to appear at the bar of the 


_ Houſe, to give evidence of the ſame. 


Dr. Blane was then called in and ſworn. In anſwer to 
the interrogations of the Speaker, he ſtated, that he had 
ſeen Mr. Jones that morning; that his complaint was a 
pain in the cheſt; that he was thereby rendered incapable. 
of attending the Committee, inaſmuch as it would be both 
imprudent and dangerous for him to go out: and that ſome 
days might elapſe before he would be able to return to his 
former avocations. | . | 5 
Dr. Blane withdrew, and Mr. Jones was excuſed his fur- 
ther attendance on the ſaid Committee. | —_ 

| | | „ in 
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5 STATE OF THE COUNTRY. 


Colonel Wood ſaid, that in the preſent ſtate of alarm and 


public embarraſſment he by no means wiſhed to increaſe the 
difficulties which Miniſters muſt neceſſarily have to en- 


counter. He believed that they would do him the juſtice to 


allow that, for the laſt fix months, he had exerted himſelf to 


the utmoſt of his power to preſerve the peace and tranquillity 


of the country, but when its ſafety was endangered, and its 
deareſt intereſts were at ſtake, he found himſelf impelled by 
his duty as a member of Parliament, to come forward and 
ſuggeſt ſuch meaſures as might tend to promote its intereſts. 


was of importance then to enquire in what this alarm ori- 
ginated. He confeſſed it was his opinion that 1t proceeded 
from want of confidence in the meaſures of Miniſters. It 


could not be alleged that it aroſe from any great national 
mistortune, nor were the people of England ſo defective in 
courage as to dread the conſequence cf any invaſion which 
might be attempted againſt them by the French. He was 
confident, for his own part, and he was ſure that it was 


the general ſentiment, that if ever ſuch an attempt was 


made, and if the reſources of this country were fairly called 


into action, that it would terminate in ruin and diſgrace to 


the invaders. But if Miniſters neglected to adopt even com- 
mon precautions, it was not to be wondered at that the 


people ſhould be afraid. He had reſolved, therefore, if no 


other perſon more accuſtomed to public ſpeaking than he 


was, took the lead in the buſineſs, that he ſhould bring it 
forward the firſt open day, by moving an enquiry into the 


meaſures which Government had taken for the defence of : 
the country. From all that he could learn, he underſtood 


that, ſo far from there being a proper ſtore of arms in the 
kingdom, that there was barely ſufficient for arming the 


of them had refuſed to execute the orders which they had 
received, becauſe they were not paid their former accounts. 
He hoped that the Chancellor of the Exchequer would not 

ee TA hs at 46 


preſent exiſted no one could doubt who 
was at all acquainted with the ſtate of the public mind. It 


| In his opinion it would re- 
quire all the gunſmiths and lockſmiths in the kingdom two 
years to prepare a ſufficient quantity of arms for the na- 
tional defence. At ſuch a period as this, therefore, Govern- 
ment ought to have imported arms from abroad, whereas 
he was informed that the orders which had been given to 
ſome manufacturers were countermanded, and that others 
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Fen. 27.) WOODFALL'S PARLIAMENTARY REPORTS. a 
let even this opportunity pals of giving the Houſe ſome ſatiſ- 
faction upon a ſubje& which was of the laſt importance to 


the country, now that it was engaged in obſtinate ſtruggles 
with a daring, formidable, and rapacious enemy. | 


4 1 


The Chancellor of the Exchequer ſuid, he did not feel him- 
ſelf called upon to ſay much on the preſent occaſion, becauſe 
there was no motion before the Houſe upon which he could 


regularly ſpeak ; and the more ſo as the ſpeech of the honour- 


able gentleman had not amounted even to a ſpecific notice. 


He had repreſented that he had been prompted to the obſer- 


vations he had juſt made by the preſent ſtate of the country, 


as it reſpected its internal defence. It did, however, fo hap- 


pen, that the motion of an honourable gentleman which ſtood 
for this evening naturally led to a full diſcuſſion of that 1m- 
portant ſubje& ; a diſcuſſion in which the country was cer- 
tainly deeply intereſted, and to which no one was more anxi- 
ous to enter than his honourable friends and himſelf. It did 


ſo happen alſo, that, had the honourable gentleman waited 


till the uſual time at which public buſineſs commenced, he 
would have ſcen that he was jult about to deliver a meſſage 
which he had the honour to bring down from his Majeſty, 


containing a gracious communication reſpecting the preſent 


ſtate of public affairs. He hoped, therefore, that the Houſe 
would excuſe him, if at the preſent moment he declined en- 


_ tering into any explanation of the topics to which the honour- 


able gentleman had alluded ; an explanation which would be 
as unneceſſary in ſubſtance as irregular in form. 
His MA] ESTY'Ss MESSAGE. 
The Chancellsr of the Exchequer then repaired to the bar, 
and brought up a Meſſage from the King, eſſentially the ſame 


with that preſented the ſame day to the Houſe of Lords. 


- 


The Meſſage being read,. | | 
The Chancellor of the Exchequer ſaid, it was his intention 
at preſent to ſay little more than merely move that his Ma- 


jeſty's Meſlage be taken into conſideration the next day. He 


took that opportunity however, of giving notice, that in ad- 
dition to the Addreſs which he meant to move, he ſhould 
propoſe that a ſele committee be appointed toenquire into the 


_ outſtanding engagements of the Bank, and of the means the 


had of making good their engagements. When he gave no- 


tice of ſuch a propoſition rendered proper by the particular 


circumſtances of the moment, he had no difficulty in declar- 
ing it to be his firm opinion, that not the ſmalleſt ſuſpicion 


could juftly be entertained of the ſolidity of the Bank ; on the 


You. II. 1597. H 


CQntrarys 


tions formally to ſubmit it to the 
c moving, « that his Majeſty's Mellage be ordered to be taken 
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contrary, he belived that its reſources never were more abun- 
dant. Another propoſition which he meant to ſubmit to the 


deliberation of Parliament, and which in the preſent circum- 
ſtances he had no doubt would be found to be gy expe- 
dient, was to declare by law, that the engagements of the Bank 
at preſent outſtanding, or which may hereafter be contracted | 


to a certain amount, are ſecured by the public, and that 


notes, inſtead of caſh, will be taken by the public in pay- 


ment of ſums due to them by the Bank. This was a meaſure 


which he thought himſelf warranted to propoſe at ſuch a 
conjuncture as the preſent, and he had no doubt that it would 


tend very much to confirm the ſolidity of the Bank capital, 
an object, the national importance of which could not be 


diſputed. He ſhould not, he ſaid, expatiate further upon 


the ſubject at preſent, having g given notice of the propoſitions 
which he intended to make. In the interval, between that 
andi the next day, Gentlemen would have an opportunity of 
weighing the important topics that would then come under 


diſcuſſion. He was convinced that when the circumſtances 


of the times were duly conſidered, that the Houſe would 


join with him in opinion that the Bank ought to be reſtrain- 
ed from making any payments in caſh, except in certain 
caſes, and ſo fanguine was he of the advants es which would 


follow from this reſtriction, that he could not let the ſubject 


paſs, even on that day, without giving notice of his inten- 
oute. He concluded with 


into conſideration the next day.” 


Mr. Fox ſaid, that although what had been juſt delivered 
by the right Don. Gentleman ſhould be conſidered ſtrictly as 


à notice only of what he intended to bring torward the next 


day, yet at this eventful moment he thought it neceſſary to 


fay a few words. What might, or might not be adviſable to 
be done upon the matter he alluded to, he ſhould then give 


no opinion upon. But with reſpect to the duty of every 
Member of that Houſe, and every man in the country, to 
turn in his mind the ſubject, to employ the whole activity of 


his intelleR upon it, and to form as good an opinion as he was 


able reſpecting it, and that Without the delay of a ſingle hour, 


he thought that to give that ſort of warning was his duty. 


On what the right hon, Gentleman ſaid he meant to move 


the next day, he thought his duty to ſay a word or two. 


The right hon. Gentleman ſaid he ſhould move for a Com- 


vittee of Enquiry i into the circumſtances of the Bank. To 


2 motion 
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a motion for ſuch an enquiry, even if moved that day, he 


{ſhould have no objection; it might be uſeful, as far as it 
went. But he owned he ſaw the propriety of that Houſe 


making an enquiry to a much greater extent | hey ſhould 


enquire not only into the, circun. ſtances of the Bank, but alfo 


into the circumſtances which had led to the preſent embaraf]- 
ment. "The right honourable Gentleman had ſtated fome 


things relative to the proſperous ſtate of the Bank, which he 


would dare to ſay were warranted, and-which he hoped would 
be made manifeſt in the reſult of the enquiry. They ſhould 
not, however, ſtop there; they ought to enquire into all the 


cauſes of this neceſſity, they ſhould be polleſſed of all the 
meaſures that led to this moſt extraordinary, moſt novel, and 
wholly unprecedented ſcheme to aid our finance, a ſcheme 


which no man could think of without ſhuddering 


With regard to the proviſions which the right honourable | 
Gentleman pointed ont, he had no difficulty in ſtatin 


0 ing the 
view he had of the matter. With regard therefore to what 
the Miniſter had ſtated of the propriety of aiding the ſecurity 


of Bank notes, of pledging the faith of Government to them, 


there appeared to him nothing objectionable in ſuch a propoſi- 


tion. If the Miniſter thought that Bank notes ſhould be made 
legal tenders for public purpoſes, there might be but little, if 
any, difficulty in aſſenting to his propoſition, But theſe were 
very general words, capable of being differently underſtood by 
different perſons. If the Miniſter meant to make Bank notes 
legal payment from individuals to the public, that was a point 


liable of courſe to diſcuſſion, but againſt which he did not fee 


the ſame objection as if he took rhe queſtion in another view, 
for it would be only matter of policy to a limited extent. But 


if he meant to make Bank notes legal payment from the pub- 


lic to the individual, if ſuch a meaſure, he ſaid, ſhould be- 
come neceſſary, it was a meaſure which the Houſe could not 
think of without ſeeing that it muſt ſhake the very foundation 


of public credit. 


What led him to this obſervation, was part of the Miniſter's 
ſpeech that night, and ſomething which he ſaw in papers 
which were before the Houſe. In the Miniſter's ſtatement of 


the matter, he ſet forth the difficulties of the Bank to anſwer, 


by payment in caſh, for their outſtanding engagements. The 
means of anſwering theſe engagements in that way formed the 


difficulty of the Bank. He had no difficulty in aſſenting to 


what the Miniſter ſlated upon that ſubject, as far as payment 


was to be made to Government; but when he came to reflect 


upon an order in Council, and on the obedience which he ſaw 
Ha = the 
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the Bank diſpofed to pay to that order, the ſubject became 


alarming. He did not ſay that the conduct of che Bank 
brought on the neceſſity, but the thing itſelf appeared to be 


to him alarming, for the Bank ſay they will pay Government 


in Bank notes, and that warrants on -dividei:ds thall be paid 
in like manner. The warrants on dividends were the jutereſt 


on the national debt. He was not then going to anticipate the 
meaſure which Parliament ſhould adopt upon this ſubject, nor 
to diſcuſs it at length; but Parliament having paſſed an ct, 


binding the Bank to pay the warrants on dividends not in Bank 
notes, but in monc Y:; this. therefore, was a very alarming 


ay and worthy at leaſt the ſerious attention of the 


ouſe. Theſe obſervations, he knew, did not apply to Bank 
ſtock, but they applied to the payment of dividends on other 
ſtock. He did nct now preſs for any explanation upon this 


topic, but he felt the importance of it to à great degree, for 


the propoſition was certainly novel, unprecedented, and ſuch 


as the Houſe ſhould not form an opinion upon haſtily. 


Having faid this, he had only to add, that he ſhould endea- 
vour to inform himfelf as well as he could on the ſubject, and 


bear the whole of it in his mind, and he adviſed every man 


in that Hovie, and every thinking man in the country, to do 


the ſame. It appeated to him to be of extreme importance, of 
extreme danger, and might lead to the moſt dreadful ill con- 


ſequences to every individual in this country ; nay, it might 
put an end altogether to its exiſtence as a powertul nation. 


The Houſe would do nothing uſeful on the ſubject, if it did 


not inſtitute an enquiry into the whole of the circumſtances 


that have led us to this dreadful ſituation. 


Mr. Alderman Combe wiſhed to be 1 whether it 


was the intention of the honourable S that Bank 


notes ſhould be taken only by the receivers of the revenue, or 


that they were to become a legal tender in all money tranſ- 
achons. 


amount of the preſent nuinker of notes iſſued by the Bank, and to 


| enquire | into the policy of ng ſach a further amount as may 
relieve 


The Chancelter of the Exchequer ſaid, he bad given no opi- 

nion of the choice and pr opriety of the meaſures to be adopted, 

but left that ſubje ct for future deliberation. It might be ad- 
. vifeable to make- Bank notes receivable from individeals on the 
part of the public, and that practice had hitherto prevailed al- 
moſt univerſally. But he begged to be underſtood not to ex- 
preſs an opinion of his own upon it. All that he had hitherto 
Rated was, that he thought it prudent and expedient to appoint | 
2 Select Committee as toon as poſſible, to enquire into the 


der 
already produced the happieſt effects. If he meant that ſtocks 
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relieve the public credit. This appointment, however, for 


prudent conſiderations, he thought proper to deter till tbe 
next day, becauſe, however adviſeable it might be to enter in- 
to the diſcuſhon of ſo important and urgent a queſtion, he 
thought the remedy might be rendered more effectual by a 
ſhort and cautious delay, and that ultimately the buſineſs 
would be accelcrated by it. He was of opinion with the ho- 
nourable Geitleman (Mr. Fox), that reflection, during the 
interval, was neceſſary on a ſubject ſo extremely momentous, 
in order to attain a ſufficient degree of intormation. A further 
delay, however, was incompatible with the urgency of it. 

Mr. Alderman Combe aſked, whether it was his opinion 
that this remedy would be reſorted to in the end? e 
The Chancellor of the Exchequer ſaid, he had no opinion upon 
the ſubject. TO J 

Mr. Fox aſked, if he diſclaimed the opinion? 

The Chancellor of the Exchequer replied, that he ſaid nothin 
about it at all. | I | TN 
His Majeſty's Meſſage was then ordered to be taken into 
conhdcration the-next dag. 15 

The Order in Council was ordered to be taken into conſi- 


deration at the ſame time. 


On the motion of Mr. R. Thornton, the ballot on the Peti- 
tion againſt the Colcheſter election was deferred till the 2d of 
Mack” hoe ning” . | | 

©. REMITTANCE TO THE EMPEROR, —_ 

Mr. Sheridan roſe, not to purſue the obſervations which had 
been made upon the preſent critical ſtate of the country, but 
to expreſs his ſurpriſe that the contideration of the Order in 
Council ſhould be put off for a ſingle day. In the firſt part 
of the order he found nothing but an opinion reſpecting the 
circumſtances of the Bank, as connected with the preſent ſtate 
of public affairs; the concluſion, of it contained nothing leſk 
than a poſitive requiſition of all the caſh in the Bank; a re- 
Juiſition whith, however ſtrange and unconſtitutional, the 


Bank Directors thought themſelves bound in duty to obey. 


This order certainly was of ſuch a nature that the Houſe had 
a 4 24 to expect ſome explanation upon the ſubject. He un- 
ood the right honourable Gentleman, that this order had 


had rifen ſince, he differed in his opinion from the right ho- 
nourable Gentleman upon that ſubject, becauſe he conſidered 


the riſe of ſtock at a time when the Bank had actually ſtopped 


payment as fo prepoſterous and unnatural, that it was rather 
alarming than conſolatory. The conduct of the Miniſter, 
| | 7k, $5 | |; howevC*s 
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however, had ſuggeſted to him a motion, upon which he 


ſhould certainly take the ſenſe of the Houſe, and upon which 


they ought not to delay a fingle hour in exprefling an opinion. 
He ſhould endeavour to abſtain from expreſſing thote ſenti- 
ments of indignation which every man mutt feel that evening. 


He could not, however, but remark, that the right honoura- 
ble Gentleman was now acting upon the ſame ſyſtem of delu- 


fon which had characteriſed all his adminiſtration. He en- 
tertained no doubts about the ſolidity of the Bank, nor did he 
object to the public pledging their ſecurity for the outſtanding 
engagements of the Bank, but he remonſtrated ſtrongly againſt 


the mode in which the buſineſs was brought before the legiſla- 


ture. What right had Government to exerciſe a compulſatory 


power over the Bank of England? The fair way would have 


been for the Bank to have laid a ſtatement of their fituation 
before the Houle, to have deſcribed the cauſes to which their 


embarraſſments were to be imputed, and to have prayed for 


that interference in their behalf, which he was ſure the legiſ- 
lature, upon proper grounds, would have been ready to grant. 
Inſtead of this, an Order in Council had been iſſued, putting 


the whole caſh of the Bank in requiſition. And upon what 
pretence? To fatisfy the neceſſary demands of the public ſer- 
vice! What right had Government to the caſh of the Bank 
more than to the caſh of any individual in the kingdom? As 
well, and with full as much juſtice, might the honourable 
Gentleman have put in requiſition the money of thoſe wealthy 
placemen and penſioners who were planted around him. Nay, 


this would not have been ſo bad, for, in the preſent inſtance, 
by an act of compulſion upon the Bank, he was obliging it to 


break faith with its creditors. And what were theſe public 
_ exigencies on account of which this ſtrange and unprecedented 
meaſure was adopted? They muſt neceiarily be ſuch as the 


public paper ſecurities could not ſatisfy. | 


With reſpe& to the appointment of a Committee to enquire 


into the affairs of the Bank. It was notorious rhat a leak had 
ſprung in the veſſel, and it was pretty evident that it had been 


oOccaſioned by the exportation of ſpecie into foreign countries; 


as to the criminality of the pilot, that would be matter for fu- 


ture conſideration. Taking that for granted, therefore, of 
which every one was perfectly convinced, that the immenſe _ 
exportation of ſpecie was the cauſe of rhe preſent embarraſſ- 


ments, he ſhould move, 


- - 


Emperor, or any other foreign power, until the ſenſe of Par- 


lament 


Fig W 
That it is the opinion of this Houſe, that no further ex- 
portation of ſpecie or gold ſhould take place for the vſe of the 
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liament ſhall have been taken on the ſubject, upon a full re- 
view of the cauſes of the preſent exigencies of the public.” 
TAP It might be ſaid, that in a ſeaſon of fo great difficulty, it 
was not probable that the Miniſters of the country would take 
© a ſtep which would add fo much to their preſſure. With re- 
gard to his profeſſions, he had feen him O often abandon 
EE: them, that he no longer repoſed any traſt either in his repre- 
ſentations or his promiſes. He now placed as little confidence 
in his diſcretion. After his boaſting a few months ago of the 
high ſtate of public credit; after vaunting his addreſs in filch- 
ing ſo much money from the country without its being pub- 
EE lickly known, and after bringing down the communication of 
\ that day, what confidence could he (Mr. Sheridan) place in 
ais diſcretion? It was not enough for the Houſe to leave 
WE > him to be guided by the dictates of his prudence, for prudence 
= they found, by dire experience, that he did not poſſeſs; nor 
py... was it their duty to be ſatisfied with his profeſſions; they had 
BE witneſſed his promiſes to be no ſooner made than broken; they 
EZ ought to ſay not only that he ought not, but that he dared 
ödöo nottodoit. He (the Chancellor of the Exchequer) might 
TE plead that the faith of the country was pledged to the Empe- 
EEE ror; but was not the faith of the Bank allo pledged to its cre- 
˙z:ͤ ditors? If the honourable Gentleman urged, that the with« 
holding ſupplies from the Emperor would occaſion great in- 
conveniencies in carrying on the war, he would grant that 
this might be true; but of two evils they were to chooſe the 
leaſt; and then he would aſk, if there was any man who. 
thought that, were we to go on furniſhing money to the Im- 
perial army, that this country would find any compenſation 
in their poſſible, or even probable ſucceſſes, for the certain 
evils which it would thereby ſuſtain? He concluded with re- 
peating his determination to take the ſenſe of the Houſe upon 
his motion, and with exprefling his opinion, that, if it was. 
negatived, the country would one day conſider them as the 
accomplices of the Miniſters in promoting its deſtruction. 
Mr. Nichol ſaid, with fome warmth, he thought that the. 
motion ought to be immediately adopted, and roſe to ſecond 
it. He preſſed the Chancellor of the Exchequer for an anſwer 
to the queſtion which had been put to him, whether it was 
his intention that the notes of the Bank of England ſhould be 
declared a legal tender from the Bank to the public creditor ?, 
If fo, he was about to proclaim an act of inſolvency ! And, 
conſidering it in this light, he reprobated his ſilence as an in- 
ſtance of the molt atrocious arrogance. After animadverting 
in the ſeyereſt terms on the confiding majorities in that Houſe, 
GS 5 . | 0 
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4 WOODFALL'S PARLIAMENTARY REPORTS. [Commons, 
however, had ſuggeſted to him a motion, upon which he 
ſhould.certainly take the ſenſe of the Houſe, and upon which 
they ought not to delay a fingle hour in exprefling an opinion. 
He ſhould endeavour to abſtain from expreſſing thole fenti- 
ments of indignation which every man muſt feci that evening. 
He could not, however, but remark, that the right honoura- 
dle Gentleman was now aCting upon the ſame ſyſtem of delu- 
ſion which had characteriſed all his adminiſtration. He en- 
tertained no doubts about the ſolidity of the Bank, nor did he 
object to the public pledging their ſecurity for the outſtanding | 
__ _ engagements of the Bank, but he remonſtrated ſtrongly againſt 
the mode in which the buſineſs was brought before the legiſla- 
ture. What right had Government to exerciſe a compulſatory 
power over the Bank of England? The fair way would have 
been for the Bank to have laid a ſtatement of their fituation 
before the Houſe, to have deſcribed the cauſes to which their 


embarraſſments were to be imputed, and to have prayed for _ hi 
that interference in their behalf, which he was ſure the legiſ- TY 
lature, upon proper grounds, would have been ready to grant. 5 
nſtead of this, an Order in Council had been iſſued, putting 802 


the whole caſh of the Bank in requiſition. And upon what 
pretence? To ſatisfy the neceſſary demands of the public ſer- 
vice! What right had Government to the caſh of the Bank 
more than to the caſh of any individual in the kingdom? As 
well, and with full as much juſtice, might the honourable = 
Gentleman have put in requiſition the money of thoſe wealthy =z 
placemen and penſioners who were planted around kim. Nay, 
_ this would not have been fo bad, for, in the preſent inſtance, 
by an act of compulſion upon the Bank, he was obliging it to 
break faith with its creditors. And what were theſe public ) B 
exigencies on account of which this ſtrange and unprecedented | 
meaſure was adopted? They muſt neceſlarily be ſuch as the 


l 


public paper ſecurities could not fatisfy. _ | 
With reſpect to the appointment of a Committee to enquire 
into the affairs of the Bank. It was notorious that a leak had 
ſprung in the veſſel, and it was pretty evident that it had been 
_ occaſioned by the exportation of ſpecie into foreign countries; 
as to the criminality of the pilot, that would be matter for fu- 
ture conſideration. Taking that for granted, therefore, of 
which every one was perfectly convinced, that the immenſe 
exportation of ſpecie was the cauſe of the preſent embarraſl- 
ments, he ſhould move, 


ol 


* 


« That it is the opinion of this Houſe, that no further ex- 
portation of ſpecie or gold ſhould take place for the vſe of the 
Emperor, or any other foreign power, until the ſenſe of Par- 
i 5 „„ lament 
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liament ſhall have been taken on the ſubjeCt, upon a full re- 
view of the cauſes of the preſent exigencies of the public.” 

It might be ſaid, that in a ſeaſon of fo great difficulty, it 
was not probable that the Miniſters of the country would take 
2 ſtep which would add fo much to their preflure, With re- 
dee to his profeſſions, he had ſeen him fo often abandon 
them, that he no longer repoſed any truſt either in his repre- 
ſentations or his promiſes. He now placed as little confidence 
in his diſcretion. After his boaſting a few months ago of the 
high ſtate of public credit; after vaunting his addreſs in filch- 
ing ſo much money from che country without its being pub- 
lickly known, and after bringing down the communication of 
that day, what confidence could he (Mr. Sheridan) place in 
his diſcretion? It was not enough for the Houſe to leave 
him to be guided by the dictates of his prudence, for prudence 
they found, by dire experience, that he did not poſſeſs; nor 

was it their duty to be fatisfied with his profeſſions; they had 
witneſſed his promiſes to be no ſooner made than broken; they 
ought to ſay not only that he ought not, but that he dared 
not to do it. He (the Chancellor of the Exc chequer) might 
_ plead that the faith of the country was pledged to the Empe- 

ror; but was not the faith of the Bank alſo pledged to its cre- 
ditors? If the honourable Gentleman urged, that the with« 
holding ſupplies from the Emperor would occaſion great in- 
conveniencies in carrying on the war, he would grant that 
this might be true; but of two evils they were to chooſe the 
leaſt; and then be would aſk, if there was any man who. 
thought that, were we to go on furniſhing money to the Im- 
perial army, that this country would find any compenſation 
in their poſſible, or even probable ſucceſſes, for the certaiu 
evils which it would thereby ſuſtain? He concluded with re- 
peating his determination to take the ſenſe of the Houſe upon 
his motion, and with exprefling his opinion, that, if it was 
negatived, the country would one day conſider them as the 
Acchimnprices of the Miniſters in promoting its deſtruction. 
Mr. Nichol ſaid, with ſome warmth, he thought that the. 
mon ought to be immediately adopted, and roſe to ſecond 
He preſſed the Chancellor of the Exchequer for an anſwer 
Ki the queſtion which had been put to him, whether it was 
his intention that the notes of the Bank of England {ſhould be 
declared a legal tender from the Bank to the public creditor ? 
If ſo, be was about to proclaim an act of inſolvency! And, 
conſidering it in this light, he reprobated his ſilence as an in- 
ſtance ot the moſt atrocious arrogance. After animadverting 
in the ſeyereſt terms on the confidi ing wajorities in that 9255 
| F who 
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who ſupported the Miniſter in every meaſure, however wild, 
and ſanctioned every part of his conduct, however inſolent, he 


concluded with repeating the queſtion, whether or not Bank 


notes were to be declared a legal tender to the public creditor ? 
The Chancellor of the Exchequer faid, he was much fur- 
priſed at the ſpeech and the motion of Mr. Sheridan, but he 


was much more perplexed by the obſervations and queſtions of 


the learned Gentleman who ſeconded the motion, who, to 
an intricacy which it was impoſſible to unravel, added an ex- 
_ ertion of voice much beyond what he was accuſtomed to, and 
an aſperſion of language which even exceeded that of the ho- 
nourable mover. He h.ped that he would not perſiſt in 


| thinking it atrocious arrogance in him if he did not attempt to 


anſwer what he conceived it would be unpardonable arrogance 
in him to attempt to underſtand. When a man obtruded his 
opinion with too much raſhneſs, or too much poſitiveneſs, 
then he might be accuſed of arrogance ; but he did not per- 
ceive that a man, who altogether declined giving an opinion, 
could incur the imputation. 


The learned Gentleman, however, ſeemed to 'S: as signo 
rant of the forms of the Houſe as of the common modes of 
| bufineſs. He might have known that, though it be ſome- 


times convenient to aſk and to communicate information by 


queſtion and anſwer, that no diſcuſſion can regularly take 


place, except when a motion was before the Houſe. With 


the Speaker's indulgence, he was always ready to anſwer any 


_ queſtion reſpecting public buſineſs which it was fair and can- 
did to put; but he ſaw no reaſon why opinions upon any ſub- 
ject ſhould be extorted from him before it came regularly 
under diſcuſſion. How did he ſtand on the preſent occaſion? 
He had brought down a Meſſage from the King, and all that 
was neceſſary for him to have ſaid, was to move that it be 
taken into conſideration the next day. Inſtcad of this, how- 


ever, he had given notice, which he need not to have done, 


of every thing he intended to piopoſe ; but becauſe he had not 


O 


explained himſelf upon a ſubject different from theſe propoſi- 


tions, he was accuſed of atrocious arrogance. As to the mo- 
tion of the honourable Gentleman, What was it in point of 


fact? A ſubject of great national importance, which ought 
to be dilcuff. d with calmneſs and firmneſs, and which had that 
day been ſubmitted to the deliberation of the Houſe, was de- 


ferred for conſideration till the next day. The honourable 


Gentleman, however, had ſeized upon one particular branch 


of the ſubject, and one of the moſt important, and prefled 


rie Houſe to come to an immediate deciſion upon it. This 


he 
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he had done upon two grounds, 1ſt, The unconſtitutional 
nature of what he was pleaſed to term a requiſition ; and 

ſecondly, the mode in which the application was made to the 


Houſe. Ii the public ſafety required that the meaſure 


ſhould be inſtantly taken, it was ſurely much better that it 
ſhould be executed in the moſt ſummary way, for had appli- 
cation come from the Bank after danger was apprehended, 
the apprehenſions might have been realized, while the deli- 

berations upon the remedy were pending; and with reſpect 


to the other ground of the motion, it involved the expedi- 


ency of the order, which would be diſcuſſed the next day. 


He could only fay that the king's Miniſters had been guided 


by a concern for the public ſafety; that if they had treſpaſ- 
ſed upon the laws they ſubmitted to the candour of the 
Houſe, conſcious that had they not taken the ſtep which has 


been adopted, they would have been deficient in the firſt dut' 

they owed to their country. Whether they would be juſti- 

_ Hed, indemnified, or puniſhed would be matter of ſubſequent _ 
deliberation. | | e . 


The honourable Gentleman aſked what right Government 


had to make a reſerve of the caſh of the Bank? He replied, 
that with the Bank, as a bank, Government had no right to 


interfere, but he did not think it diſingenuous or unfair to 


Nate that if Miniſters knew there was a greater run upon : 


the Bank, and that more caſh was carried from the metro- 
polis than was conſiſtent with the permanence of thoſe 


ſources from which the public ſervice was to be defrayed, it 


was their duty to interfere. The honourable Gentleman aſ- 


cribed the preſent diminution of money entirely to the ſums 
which had been ſent abroad to the Emperor. So far was 
this from correſponding with the fact, that laſt year not the 
ſmalleſt inconvenience was felt, and for this reafon, that it 
was fo arranged that but a ſmall proportion of the money 
ſent abroad conſiſted of ſpecle. Vet this was allumcd as a 


principal ground of the hon. Gentleman's motion. He next 


aſſumed that the cauſe of the meaſure being adopted was the 

exigency of foreign, not of home ſervice. And as it theſe 

were not enough, he aſſumed that the Houſe ought to come. 
to an immediate deciſion upon one branch af a ſubject, the 


whole of which was to be diſcuſſed the next day. In the mean 
time, what, he aſked, would be the conſequence of this deci- 
ſion were it carried into effe& as he would have it? If there 
was one ſubjeQ more grave, more weighty, or more import. 
ant than another, it was the {ubje& of this motion which 


the honourable: Gentleman wiſhed ſhould be decided colla- 


Vor. II. 197. 1 © terally, 
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terally, without examination and without notice. His mo- 
tion would have the effect of a declaration of the Britiſh 
Parliament, that without deliberation they would give no 
further aid to the Emperor, even ſuppoſing that the war is 
to be continued. He concluded with moving the order of 
the day. . | | | 
Mr. Sheridan replied, that if the hon. Gentleman had at- 
tended to the latter part of his motion it would have ſpared 
him the latter part of his ſpeech, _ 2 78585 : | 
Mr. Fex adverted to the obſervations of the Chancellor of 
the Exchequer reſpecting queſtions which he conſidered him- 
ſelf bound or not bound to anſwer. —The learned Gentleman 
had put a queſtion to him in very plain and diſtinct terms, 
not as to a member of parliament, but as to the Chancellor 
of the Exchequer, and this he had refuſed to anſwer. And 
upon what day? Was that the day on which forms were to 
be oppoſed to ſubſtance? Was that the day in which public 
information was to be obſtructed by points of etiquette, a 
day on which every regulation had been broken, and all laws 
had been violated. The honourable Gentleman excuſed. 
himſelf by ſaying that he did not underſtand the queſtion. 
He thought, for his own part, that it was diſtinctly enough 
ſtated, and if it was not, it was explained by the documents 
on the table. But the honourable Gentleman added, that he 
was not bound to anſwer a wild and extravagant queſtion. 
Was it, however, a queſtion deſerving either of theſe epi- 
thets, the purpoſe of which was to aſcertain, whether the 
public engaged to pay its creditors in money or in ſomething 
elſe, which would virtually imply an act of national bank- 
Tuptcy ? He would not take upon him to ſay, whether ſilence 
on ſuch an occaſion was arrogant or not, but he would ſay 
that it did not ſhew a proper feeling either of the ſtate of the 
country or for the anxiety of Gentlemen in that Houſe. As 
to the latter part of his ſpeech the honourable Gentleman had 
certainly not attended to the motion, or he would not have 
delivered it. His honourable friend did not call upon the 
Houſe to decide whether more aſſiſtance was to be granted 
to the Emperor. That deliberation upon which the honour- 
Gentleman inſiſted, it was the object of his honourable friend 
(Mr. Sheridan) to procure. The honourable Gentleman in, 
ſiſted, that they had concluded the reſerve of caſh to be made 
entirely for foreign ſervices. They had concluded no ſuch 
thing, they had thrown no impediment in the way of reſerve. 
Mr. Fox preſſed the conſideration, that perhaps, even at that 
moment, Miniſters were ſending money abroad, and all that 


Be 
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he at preſent aſked was inhibition upon them during this 
ſolemn pauſe, this interregnum of the laws. He contradicted 
the aſſertion that the exportation had not produced the pre- 
ſent ſcarcity of ſpecie, becauſe it had been frequently ſeverely 
felt before in the courſe of the war, when no alarm of inva- _ 

ſion exiſted. And he was afraid that Miniſters would not 
even yet be terrified out of that ruinous courſe which they 
had been for ſome time purſuing. If there was any man 
who could lay his hand upon his breaſt and fay, that he con- 
fided in their wiſdom, with that man he had no diſpute. 
For his own part he diſclaimed all confidence and all depend- 
ence, „„ | ET 
He would not truſt that the right honourable Gentleman 
would not do what he had already done, and from which he 
had even claimed merit. When accuſed of ſending money 
to the Emperor without conſent of the Houſe, in direct vio- 
Jation of the uſages of Parliament and the principles of the 
Conſtitution, he came forward and boaſted of his conduc ;, 
how could they be called upon for confidence, how could 
they truſt on that very day that clandeſtine remittances were 
not made, and that the ſyſtem which he had ſo defended 
would not be renewed ? Was that a time when the public 
could believe that their Repreſentatives acted to them with _ 
fidelity, if they did not upon an occaſion ſo critical as the 
preſent, diſcover a jealous anxiety for their intereſt, inſtead 
of an unſeaſonable confidence in Miniſters? In ſupporting 
the motion of his honourable friend he did not conceive that 
he precipitately brought into diſcuflion the ſubje& Which he 
had thought ſhould be deferred till the next day, but he was 
for preventing the Miniſter from remitting any ſums to the 
Emperor; contrary to law, indeed, yet a practice from which 
on this account, however, he had not been deterred. There 
was but one point more to which he would ſay a ſingle word 
without interfering with the diſcuſſion of the next day, for 
| ſufficient to the day was the evil thereof, but the right 
| honourable Gentleman ſaid that the enquiry which he meant 
to propoſe was to be limited in its object. His opinion how- 
ever was, that they had no chance of ſalvation, unleſs the 
Houſe went into an ample enquiry into their general financial 
ſituation. They muſt not ſtop in the proſecution of their 
inveſtigations by demands of confidence, for in their faithful 

and aAive diſcharge of that important taſk, the credit and 
the exiſtence of the country were involved. Unleſs every in- 
dividual Member entered fully into the whole of the, caſe, 
- unleſs the Miniſter laid before them all the circumſtances 
— 12 Which 
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which had led to the criſis in which we were placed, they 


would betray their duty to the public, and become accet- 


ſary to the certain and inevitable ruin which muſt other wire 
follow. 


Mr Secretary Dundas Taid, that he ſhould not enter into 


the ſubject which was more properl y reſerved for diſcuſſion 
the next day. He could not help, however, remarking the 
different arguments uſed by the Gentlemen on the other ſide 
to induce the Houſe to accede to the motion. The honour- 
able Gentleman (Mr. Sheridan) had ſaid that with him the 
declaration of the Bank, with regard to the ſolidity of their 


ſituation, would have greater weight than any declaration the 


Houſe could make upon the ſubject. Nothing leſs, however, 


than a fu | and ample enquiry by the Houſe into our finan- 
_cial ſituation could fatisfy the mind of the right honourable 


Gentleman (Mr. Fox), or fave the country. When he ſaw 
ſuch differences of opinion upon the importance of enquiry 


between two Gentlemen not diſpoſed to diſagree, he muſt be 


forgiven if he begged leave to differ from their concluſions. 


When his righ! honourable Friend ſtated the propoſitions 


_ which were meant to be brought forward the next day, and 
when Gentlemen {tood up and aſked all his opinions at pre- 


ent, what were to be his opinions the next day, or on any 
Future occaſion, ſurely theſe were neither queſtions which it 


was fit to afk, or which any Member of Parliament was 
bound to anſwer: The purpoſe of the preſent motion could 


only be to prevent his Majeſty's Minifters from making any 
remittances to the Emperor between this and the next day, 
Surely then the neceſſity of preſſing it now could not be very 


clear. The honourable Gentleman. after the diſcuſſion of 


the next day, after he had received all the light which that 

would produce, might bring it forward, or even without any 
inconvenience ariß: 2g in the mean time, on the following 
day. Without the information which the enſuing diſcuſſion 
would afford, the Houſe was called upon to decide that the 


remittances to the Emperor were the cauſe of the preſent dif- 


liculties, while it would probably appear that it was quite 
on the other fide. Such a reſolution might produce a bad ef- 


the Houſe on the ſubje& of giving aſſiſtance to our ally the 
Emperor, He oppoſed the motion likewiſe on this ground, 


that it ſuppoſed a connection between the remittances to the 


Emperor. and the objects of filcunn the next day, when i in 
reality none e exilted. 


| "Se 


ect abroad, and might be confidered as a determination of 


1 
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Sir W. Milner ſaid he felt great ſatisfaction in the mo- 
tion of his honourable Friend, for he had come down to 
the Houſe determined to move ſomething to the ſame effect. 
It was the duty of the Houſe to prevent Miniſters from ſend- 
ing any money out of the kingdom, and to tie up their hands. 
AIP ſituation of the country was truly ſerious and import- 

The Bank by not paying in caſh, every country Bank 
is Abbe money was depoſited, and who paid with notes 
inſtead of caſh, had {topped payment, and broken the con- 


tract with thoſe who entruſted them with money. In ſuch. 
_ circumſtances as the preſent it was the ey of the Houſe to 


be vigilant. 


Mr. Sheridan ſaid, that the 8 on the other ide, 
becauſe they could not fairly meet, ſeemed determined not to 


underſtand his motion. In its nature it was perfectly diſtinct 


from the diſcuſſion of the next day. (Mr. Sheridan de- 


fired the concluding clauſe of the motion to be read.) The 


next day an enquiry was to be moved into the ſituation of 
the Bank. His object was merely to pledge the Houſe to 


enquire into the circumſtances which rendered that meaſure 


neceſſary before any remittances could be ſent to the Empe- 
ror, —T he diſcuſſion of the next day was not ſtated to be for 


any ſuch enquiry, and therefore he wiſhed Miniſters to be 


prevented from ſending any money abroad till it was ob- 
ainted. The honourable Secretary ſaid, that the facts on 
which the enquiry into the circumſtances of the Bank was 
founded were not at all connected with the remittances to 


the Emperor, and that it was quite on the other ſide ; this 
was ſtrange indeed. He had never heard, however; that 
there had been any remittances from the Emperor to this 


country, if this was the meaning of its being quite on the 


other ſide, for the Emperor had never even yet fulfilled the 


engagements which this country had guaranteed ; or per- 


haps the right honourable Secretary meant that the more 
money was ſent abroad, the more would remain; he was 
not a little ſurpriſed too to hear that the preſent motion 
would infer that no more money was to be ſent to the Em- 


peror ; ſtrange indeed it was that the honourable Gentleman 
ſhould not underſtand the difference between deferring and 
refuſing payment, when they had come forward with a Pro- 
clamation, by which the Bank were authoriſed to refuſe 
payment of their notes for a limited time. He therefore 


. contended that it was fit Minifters in the preſent circum- 


ſtances ought to be prevented from londing any money 
abroad, 
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abroad, till Parliament had fully inveſtigated the cauſes from 


which the diſtreſs aroſe. 
The Houſe then divided. 


Ayes (For the Order of the Day) 247 
Nees (Againſt it.) 70 


Majority againſt Mr. Sheridan' 8 motion — 177 


| Poor Bit. 
A converſation took place upon the farther conſideration 5 
of the report of the Poor Bill. 1 
Mr. Joliſſe thought the Bill ſo defeQive and ebjedtionable, 5 
that he was of opinion it ought to be wholly laid aſide. _ 
Mr. Whitbread ſaid, that when the right honourable Gen- 


tleman had faid upon the motion which he had the honour 


to bring forward laſt year upon the ſtate of the Poor, that 


every deviation from the Act of Queen Elizabeth had tended 
to corrupt the original purity of the Poor Laws, he had ex- 


peed that the Bill of the right honourable Gentleman, in- 


| ſtead of the complicated machinery which it contained, 
would have endeavoured to ſimplify the ſyſtem. In this re- 
ſpect, however, he had been greatly diſappointed. 


The Chancellor of the Exchequer ſaid, that it would require 


1 long diſcuſſion to ſhew that the Bill was founded upon the 
principles he had held out in his ſpeech laſt year. That the 


Bill was not in a ſtate ſo advanced for diſcuſſion, he hoped 
the Houſe would impute to the very important public buſi- 


neſs which had prevented him from beſtowing upon this 


ſubject. all the attention he wiſhed. He did not mean to 
preſs it for diſcuſſion till time was given for gentlemen _ 
to make up their minds upon it, and though he thould be 
ſorry for any delay, he thought it better to delay the meaſure 


than to paſs it without due conſideration. 


Mr. Sheridan ſaid, that he had paid great attention to the 


| elem Bill, and he muſt ſay, that a worſe Bill he had never 
ſeen. Its whole principle was deteſtable. It was a libel on 


the rich, and a libel on the induſtry of the country. He 


wilhed with the honourable gentleman, Mr. Jolliffe, that 


the Bill were entirely given up. He wiſhed, if it was ſtill 
to be kept up, that a day ſhould be ſet aſide for the diſcuſſion 
of it, that it might be thrown out at once, and he had no 
doubt, but he ſhould be able to convince ſome gentlemen _ 


that its principle was ſo foul that it could not be entertained 


by the Houſe tor a ſingle 1 moment, Rr” 5 
The 
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The Chancellor of the Exchequer ſaid, that after this he 
ſhould be ſorry if a day was not ſet apart for the diſcuſſion 
of this ſubject. It would be better, however, to diſcuſs it 
when explained by the ſc:1edules. Some day next week or 
the week following, at a moderate 5 might be fixed 
for that purpoſe. | 
Mr. Vanſitturt thoughr, that the Chancellor of the Ex- 
chequer had better employ the leiſure of Summer to fill up. 
the ſchedules. . 
Sir Wm. Geary ſaid, that chere was a 1 part of the principle 
of the Bill, which in the pre{cnt circumſtances, could not be 
put into execution. The overſecrs were to be authoriſed to 
| borrow money in order to carry ſome of the proviſions into 
effect, which would thus be rendered unavailing. 

"The farther conſideration of the Report was | op off till 
Thurſday ſe'nnight. _ | 
The Report of the Bill for encreaſing the capital of the 
Eaſt India a was W up and SPE: to. 2 


Convvecr OF ADMINISTRATION. 


Mr. Whitbread ſaid, that when he had laſt given notice of 
his motion, for an inquiry into the conduct of Adminiſtra- 
tion, relative to the late attempt againſt Ireland, he had 
thought that nothing more important could engage the at. 
tention of the Houſe, till the awful events of this day had 
fatally proved he was wrong. It now appeared that all the 
| blunders and the diſaſters with which the conduct of the war 
had been marked, were nothing in compariſon with the conſe- 
quences with which they now threatened. He ſhould there- 
fore conſider himſelf highly blameable, if he took up any of 
the interval for the conſideration that occurred before the 
momentous diſcuſſion of the next day ; he exculpated him- 
_ ſelf from any diſreſpect to the Houſe in theſe delays ; laſt 

Friday he was prepared and the motion was poſtponed at | 
the requeſt of the Chancellor of the Exchequer, and the im- 
portance of the next day's diſcuſſion would be an apology for 
the preſent delay. He intended, e to bring o on the 
motion next Friday. 


The other Orders of 0 the Day were then e 
Adjourned, FE 
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Liſt of the Minority, on Mr. Sheridan's Amendment, 
« That the Committee ſhould inquire into the cauſes 
« which produced the Order of Council on the 26th inſt.” 


Aubrey Sir ]. 


Baker J. Galway Viſcount Richardſon I. 
Bampfylde J. C. Greene ]. Robſon R. B. 
Barclay G. Ruſſell Lord J. 
Baſtard J. P. Harriſon ]. Ruſſell Lord W. 
Beauclerk C. Hobhouſe, St; John St, A. 
Biddulph R. Huſſey W. Scudamore J. 
Bake: W. Jeffreys N. Sheridan R. B. 
Bunbury Sir C. Jervoiſe C. J. Shum G. C. 
Bird W. W. Keen W. Shuckborough S. G. 
Burdett Sir f. Kemp TT. Sinclair Sir ]. | 
Bouverie Hon E. Knight R P. Smith W. 
Brogden I. Langſton J. Spencer Lord R. 
Burch J. R. Langſton W. G. Stanley Lord 
Byng ]. Le mon Sir W, Sturt C. 
Clarke E. Lloyd J. M. Tarleton General 
Coke F. Milner Sir W. Taylor C. W. 
Combe H. C. Nicholls J. Tyrwhit T. 
Courtenay J. North D. Townihend L. J. 
Crewe J. Northey W. Tufton Hon. HH. 
Curwen J. C. © Pierfe H. _ Vane Sir F. 
Copley Sir L. Palk L. Vyner R. þ 
Dolben Sir W. Phillips ]. G. Walwyn ]. 


Fox R. H. C. J. 


ö Daſhwood Sir H. W. Plumer W. 


Ridley Sir M. 


Walpole Colonel 


Deniſon W. J. Pollen G. A. Weſtern C. C. 
Dandas . Peoter G. 5 Wilkins W. 
Fitzpatrick Gen. Pulteney Sir M. Winnington Sir E. 
Fletcher Sir H. Rawdon Hon. I. Wycombe Earlof 
Folkes Sir R. | Rawdon Hon. G. „55 | 
| | | TELLERG 7: 
Grey, Charles Whitbread Samuel 


| HOUSE. OF LORDS. 


TUESDAY, February 28. | 


The Order of the Day for taking his Majeſty's Meffage 


into conſideration having been read, and afterwards the Meſſage, 


Lord Grenville roſe, to explain the nature of the motions 


he ſhould offer to their Lordſhips on the ſubject of his Ma- 
jeſty's meſſage, and began with ſtating that he ſhould not have 


occalion 


- , 
” — 


Alajeſty had referred in his Nleſſage. 


poſed to treat the Order of Council wit! 


be diſcuſſed With deiibe 
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occation to go much into detail as to the cauſes which had in- 
duced the Board of Council to iſſue that Order to which his 
Their Lordihips were 


ſummoned to conſider what was the moſt proper method for 


the Houte to proceed in conſeque nce of the meaſure, which 


_ under the exigency of the times his lese XIiniſters had 
thought it their duty to adopt, and which he truſted, after a 


due, a temperate, and a ſerious examination of the RP hae 
ſtances that impelled it, their Lordthips would be induced 
to approve not only as a Wile, expedicnt and lalutary meafure 


for the country, but as a mea ſure that had! become abſolu Itely 


ontequ ences of the mot 


necctlary as a timely prevention of e 
dangerous nature; but if unfor tunately their Lordſhips thould 
be of a difletent . 8 Fe his Mia yeſty's Miniſters even . 
would have the conſolation of k. nowing that they had acted 
conſcientiou ily, to the beſt of their 1 judginents, and like honeſt 


men who felt that their public duty ought to = paramount 
to every perfonal confideration. it appeared! in the courie Gt 


tic debate the preceding day, that lome Home Lords were di- 


— 


great harthnefs and 
aſperity, but ſurely” the ; importa! we of the aur entitled it to 


ration, With temper and with candour, 
and whatever opinion any men in the moment of ill- 


founded alarm might ye natily taken up, he was perſuaded 


the reſources of the country were in à mot flourif} hing ſtate, 


and that the prefure tht ofed the neceſſity, to meet which 


the preſent mcature was adopted, could not be other than of a 
temporary nature. He hid a 
occaſion for the preſent to go much into detail, and on this 


account, according to ine jy Cice under the confititution, which 


had obtained for wiſe and obvious reaſons, all Parliamentary 


proceedings relative to matters in any way affecting the pub- 


lic purſe were conſidered as falling more imme diately within 
the province of the other Houſe, and therefore that Houſe 


generally took the lead in the diſcuſſion of ſuch ſubjects. He : 
ſhould therefore rather recommend it to their Lordſhips, to 


wait till the proceedings of the Houſe of Commons came be- 
fore them; for the preſent he ſhould, for this reaſon, only trou- 


ble their Lordſhips with two motions, to the firſt of which he was 

confident there could not be a ſingle objeCtion. It was“ That 
an humble addreſs be prefented ts his Majeſty, to return his 
Majeſty the thanks of this Houſe, for the information con- 


tained in his moit gracious communication, and to aſſure his 
Majeſty, that he might rely with the utmoſt confidence o. 
the experienced wiſdom and firmneſs of his Parliamer.', = : 


Yor. II. 1797. taki 


alrcady ſaid, he would not have 
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taking ſuch meaſures as might be beſt calculated to meet any 
temporary preſſure, and to call forth in the moſt effectual man- 
ner, the extenſive reſources of this kingdom in ſupport of their 
public and commercial credit, and .in defence of their deareſt 
intereſts.” In drawing this motion he had taken care that. 
it ſhould not contain a t{ingle word or expreſſion, at which any 
noble Lord. ſhould find reafon to take an exception; that 
motion therefore he truſted would po without a diſſentient 
voice. | 
His other motion he ſhould read as a part of his ſpeech, 
in order to put their Lordſhips in poſſeſſion of his whole ob- 
ject; it was for the appointment of a Committee of nine 
Lords to enquire into, examine, and report the extent of tlie 
outſtanding demands againſt the Bank, and the funds they 
poſſeſſed for the diſcharge of the "bg and alſo to enquire 
into the cauſes that had rendered the Order of Council and 
the ſubſequent proceedings of the Governor and Direc- 
tors of the Bank neceſſary, and to report their opinion as to 
the confirmation and continuation of the meaſures adopted. 
It was with great ſatisſaction that he could ſtate that he had 
no doubt but that the reſult of the enquiry would prove to the 
Houſe and to the country, that the ſituation of the Bank, was 
what thoſe who were likely to be beſt informed on the ſubject 
had already aſſerted it to be, viz. in a ſtate of affluence, and 
the moſt flouriſhing proſperity, and that the Directors had 
done wiſely, in acceding to the requiſition made in the Or- 
der of Council, and in acting upon it immediately. Their 
Lordihips would eafily conceive, that in an inveſtigation and 
_ enquiry into ſo delicate a matter as the concerns of the Bank 
of England, the greateſt caution and ſecrecy were neceſlary, 
particularly when not only the public and commercial intereſts _ 
of the country, but the internal government and individual 
Intereſts of that great company were ſo deeply implicated, that 
any imprudent diſcloſure of the detail of ſuch an inveſtiga- 
tion might be attended with dangerous conſequences, and 
_ ought neither to be laid before the Houſe, or meet the eye of 
the public. He ſhould therefore propoſe that the Committee 
ſhould be ſelect and ſecret, as by that means every degree 
of neceſſary and ufeful information might be obtained, and 
nothing dangerous was to be apprehended. Having thus ex- 
plained the nature of the two motions that he meant to ſub- 
mit to the Houſe, Lord Grenville ſaid, he would for the pre- 
ſent refrain from troubling their Lordſhips with any farther | 
obſervations, but would move the addreſs; the motion was 


accordingly handed to the Lord Chancellor, "© 
'The- 


Fzn.28.] WOODFALL'S PARLIAMENTARY REPORTS. 67 
The Duke of Grafton ſaid, he roſe not to oppole the Ad- 


dreſs, on the contrary he hoyzed it would paſs nemine diſſen- 


| tiente. He could have wiſhed however, as the meaſure had 


come upon the Houle and the public fo ſuddenly, like a 
flaſh of lightning as it were before their eyes, that it was 
impoſſible as yet to form an opinion reſpecting it, that the 
noble Secretary of State had ſaid ſomething to ſhew that his 


Majeſty's Miniſters had been driven to it by imperious neceſ- 

ſity, and conſidered it as an act of their own, not as a meaſure 

of ſtate ſpringing out of the legal exerciſe of the prerogaiive _ 
of the crown. That there was no choice before they aſſented 


to the miſerable expedient, and went the extreme length 


of a meaſure founded in an aſſumption of power unknown 


to the laws and conſtitution of the country, and that they 
were aware it would be neceſſary to follow the meaſure 
up with a Bill of Indemnity to legalize their conduct, 
without which neither Parliament, nor the public could be 


fatisfied. Till an act of Indemnity was obtained, it was 
competent to every holder of a bank note, Who when he 
preſented it for payment, was refuſed money at the Bank, to 
bring an action in any of the Courts at Weſtminſter againſt 


the Bank Directors, a propoſition ſo clear that he ſcarcely 
imagined any one noble Lord would attempt to diſpute it ; 
nay he would ſubmit it to the opinion of the learned Lord 


on the woolſack, and all the law authorities belonging to 


that Houſe, whether till an act of Parliament paſſed to 
render Bank paper a legal tender, it was not competent to 


any individual who was refuſed payment for his notes at the 


Bank to bring his action againſt it ? 


Lord Grenville ſaid, he thought he had been ſufficiently 
explicit on the point alluded to, in what he had ſaid the pre- 
ceding day. Undoubtedly his Majeſty's Miniſters had taken 


upon themſelves an arduous reſponſibility ; they had adopted 


the meaſure of making ſuch a requiſition to the Bank, as the 
Order of Council contained, on the ground of State neceſ- 
ſity, but it was clear the Bank were not bound in law to act 


upon that order; he thought however, that they had done 
_ wiſely, and very uſeiully for the public in having immedi- 


ately taken the ſtep, which their Lordſhips and every man in 


London had ſeen, and the ſpirited and patriotic reſolutions 
of the bankers, merchants, and moſt reſpectable traders, who 


had held meetings on the fubject, proved the ſenſe they en- 


tertained of the ſalutarineſs of the meafure. With regard 
to a Bill of Indemnity, it would be for their Lordſhips after 
they had gone through the whole of the lubject, and had the 
K . report 
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report of the Committee before them and all the facts that 


it might contain, to decide whether a Bill of Indemnity 


Were neceſſary or not; in the mean time, he did not mean 
to ſay that the meaſure could be juſtified by the ſtrict letter 
of the law, but under the exigency that occaſioncd it, it was 
the frſt duty of Miniſters to conſider the intereſts of the 
public, and not to liciitate in adopting what the nature of the 
caſe rendered indiipenhble from conſiderations of their OWN 


. perſona] ſafety. _ 


The Ear] of Culldfard | laid, mat an act of Indemnity 


would certainly be neceſſary if not for Miniſters, at leaſt for 


the Directors of the Bank and their clerks and officers, Who 


muſt act illegally, and be liable to an action for every refuſal 


they made to give the preſent er of their notes the caſh that 
Was in fact his” own. As to the time of agitating a bill of 
Indemnity, the moſt natural he conceived to be one of theſe 


two; either immediately, or after receiving the report of the 
Committee. In the noble Secretary of State's opening 


ſpeech, he had ſaid, that in the preceding day's debate noble 


Lords had ſcemed inclined to treat the meaſure harſhly and 
with aſperity. To the beſt of his recollection nothing of 


that ſort had paſſed. He had himſelf ſorborne to give any 


opinion reſpecting it, declaring that he could not form an 


opinion till they knew more of the reaſons on which it was 


grounded. For all he yet knew, it might be abſolutely ne- 


ceſſary, though it was now admitted to be both extraordinary 


and illegal. He could have no objection to the noble Lord's 


firſt motion for an addreſs; with regard to the fecond mo- 
tion which the noble Secretary had read as a part of his 


ſpeech, the Earl ſaid he could eaſily ſee that many things 


might come out before the Committce, that ought to be 


kept ſecret, but there were parts of the motion, which by no 
means required to have ſecrecy obſerved reſpecting them, on 
the contrary they ought to be made as public as poſſible, viz. 


the whole of what-was comprehended under the ſecond head 


of the motion; beſide it was ſurrendering the authority of 
that Houſe to a Committee of nine of its members, and 
reſting their proceedings ſolely on the opinion of thoſe nine 
noble Lords whoever they might be. He had therefore 


ſtrong objections to the Committee being a ſecret one. It 


was a mode of ſmuggling buſineſs through that Houſe, 


and giving up all their power and right of judging to nine 


individuals, a circumſtance ſurely degrading to the Houſe, 
however reſpectable the individuals might be. Nor did 
he ſee the Icaſt neceſiity for it. The Bank of England 


according | 
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according to the noble Secretary's ſtatement was in a ſituation 
moſt flouriſhing and proſperous. If ſo, what objection could 


there be to the grounds of their opinion being diſcuſſed pub- 


licly in the Houſe. If they were in an aifluent and flouriſh- 
ing ſtate, it would be advantageous and honourable to the 


Company, that their proſperous condition ſhould be laid be- 


fore the public in ſuch an open manner as to remove all 
ground of ſuſpicion. | 

The Earl of Liverpool juſtified the making the Committee 
ſecret, on the ground of precedent and uſage, ſhewing that 


wherever ſubjects of a delicate nature, or which ought not to 


be publicly made known on various reaſons, were to Abe inveſ- 
ligated, it was uniformly the practice to appoint a ſecret Com- 
mittee to enquire into them. With reſpect to the argument 
and objection of the noble Earl, that the power of deciding 

would be thereby taken away from the Houſe, there would be 
ſome ground for it, if the Committce were only to enquire 
Into the ſubject, and not to report their opinion upon it, with 
ſuch of the reaſons for it, as it might appear in their difcre- 


tion ſafe and proper to diſcloſe. There was no ground 


therefore for the noble Earl's objection in any reſpect what- 


ſoever. After the Committee had made their report, the 


Houſe would diſcuſs that report and the opinion of the Com- 
mittee juſt as they pleaſed, and would not reſolve in any par- 
ticular way, merely becauſe the Committee had pronounced 


this or that to be their opinion, but would be left to abide by 


the Committee's opinion, or not, as they judged proper, He 
ſaw not therefore what difficulty the Houſe could poſſibly 
have, from the Committee's being inſtructed to deliver their 
opinion. They would have preciſely the ſame means of 
forming a correct judgment upon the whole ſubject, as upon 


any other matter, which had been ſubmitted to the inveſtiga- 


tion of a ſimilar Committee previous to the Houſe entoring 
into debate upon it. 

The Earl of Guilaford then roſe and faid that he differed 
N entirely with the noble Earl who had juſt ſat down, contend- 


ing, that it was impoſſible for the Houſe not to feel itſelf 
embarraſſed by the report of their Committee, if that report | 


contained any opinion of the Committee. 
The Duke of Grafton alſo could not accede to the argu- 


ment of the noble Earl, he thought that part of the motion 


which inſtructed the Committee to give their opinion to the 
Houſe upon the reſult of their enquiry highly objectionable, 
and that it would prove unſatisfactory to the public at large; 


the yery idea of W conveyed ſomething diſagreeable and 


ſuſpicious; I 
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ſuſpicious; nor did he ſee any reaſon for ſecrecy upon the ſub- 
ject, which was of the firſt importance and deeply implicated 
with the deareſt intereſts of the public and the nation. Let 
the ſubject come fairly and openly before the Houſe, who 
might then act upon it as to their wiſdom and judgment would 
appear proper. That was the only honourable mode of pro- 
ceeding, and the only way likely to be free from jealouſy of 
every ſort, and to afford univerſal ſatisfaction without doors. 
it The referring an affair of ſuch infinite magnitude to the in- 
veſtigation of a Secret Committee, conſiſting of nine Lords, 
| would create freſh alarm, give riſe to diſtruſt, and was in 
j fact a mockery of all Parliamentary proceeding. He hoped 
therefore an open Committee would be the mode adopted, 
and the Houſe would be allowed to fee with its own eyes, to 
exerciſe its own underſtanding, and to judge for itſelf un- 2 
fettered by any opinion but its own, however valuable the 
opinion of any nine noble Lords might be. He declared 
he concurred entirely with what the noble Earl had ſaid re- 
ſpecting the neceſſity for a Bill of Indemnity; he thought 
it the wiſcit way for Miniſters to procced for the ſake of = = 
the Conſtitution and the law, which had certainly been 
violated, and it would at any rate be neceſſary for the pro- 
tection of the Directors of the Bank and | weir lerkes and 
1 officers. 
3 Lord Grenville aid, that % could not agree with thoſe. 
3 noble Lords who argued for an open Committee, and a pub- 
lic diſcuſſion of the concerns of the Bank. He thought ſuch a 
| mode of proceeding would be highly improper and impolitic. | 
Neither could he agree with them, that in calling upon and 
: inſtructing the Committee in the manner mentioned in the 
motion, the power of that Houſe was taken away, or its au- 
thority in the ſmalleſt degree diminiſhed. His Grace had 
deſcribed ſuch a mode of proceeding as a mockery of en- 
quiry, equally unparliamentary and difhonourable, when it 
was well known that it was a mode of enquiry adopted con- 
ſtantly in that Houſe, when meaſures of the greateſt magni- 
tude and importance were to be inveſtigated. When the 
Committee made their report, it would of courſe be ſubject. 
to the conſideration and diſcuſſion of the Houſe, who would 
be under no difficulty whatever as to the full exerciſe of their 
judgment reſpecting it. With regard to the neceſſity for an 
act of Indemnity, he did not mean to ſay, that there were not 
grounds for ſuch a meaſure. He had not made up his mind 
upon it ; he repeated, however, that the Bank were not le- 
cally obliged to act upon the requiſition contained 0 0 
der 
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Order of Council, though he thought they acted wiſely, and 
in a ſalutary way for the country, by fo doing. If it ſhould 
be the prevalent opinion, that an act of Indemnity was abſo- 
lutely neceſſary, on the ground ſtated by the noble Duke, fo 
far from objecting to it, he ſhould receive it gratefully, and feel 
himſelf obliged to Parliament for the favour. Before the de- 


bate proceeced farther, his Lordſhip thought, as there was no 


difference of opinion reſpecting the frit motion, the Houſe 
had better decide the queſtion upon the Addrefs. 


The queſtion was put from the woolack, and the Addreſs 
Vas agreed to nemine diſſentiente. 


The motion for appointing a Secret Committee was then 


made by Lord Grenville, and read by the Lord Chancellor. 
„ he "Ear of Guildford roſe, and renewed his objections ; 


adding, that there were words in the ſecond part of the motion 
which required {ome explanation; he meant the words con- 


firmation ard continuance of the meaſure.“ Surely it was not 
meant to confirm and continue the ſtoppage of payment in the 


Bank! If ſo, it was a moſt dangerous project—a project that i 


muſt totally ruin public credit. 


The Duke of Bedford ſaid, he certainly approved of the 
: addreſs juſt voted, but he could not acree to any proceeding 


upon a ſubject of fo much importance chat was to be conduct- 
ed in ſecreſy; on the contrary, he thought it could not be too 


public, and therefore, before he ſat down, he ſhould move, 
to leave out all that part of the motion which referred to 
the Committee s reporting their opinion upon the neceſſity 
for the confirmation and continuance of the meaſure. 
Having contended for the publicity of the enquiry as to that 
point, and maintained that the more public the facts were 
made that ſerved to elucidate the ſolidity of the Bank, the 
more advantageous to that corporation, his Glace faid, 


with regard to the expediency of the meaſure, that had 
ſo much ſurpriſed the public, he could ſay nothing, as he 


was a total ſtranger to all thoſe circumitances on wt.ich it was 


meant to be ſupported. But when he conſidered the ill con- 


duct of Miniſters throughout the war, their repeated and dif- 
graceful blunders, and the variety of inſtances in which they 


had manifeſted the groſſeſt ignorance and moſt glating incapa- 


city, he thought it not at all improbable that they might have 
reduced the country to ſuch a ſtate of degradation, as to ren- 
der the meaſure, alarming and diſaſtrous as it was, indiſpenſi- 


bly neceſſary. When he read the Order of Council, he was 


aſtoniſhed to find the unuſual demands for ſpecie imputed to 
Ul-founded and exaggerated apprehenſions; aſtoniſhed to find 
| that 
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raiſed thoſe ill- founded and exaggerated apprehenſions, after 
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having, by their repeated blunders and inconſiſtencies, done 
every thing to difgrace the Britiſh character, and bring the 


country to the verge of ruin. Had they not, at the com- 
mencement of the ſeſnon, put the word “ invaſion“ into the 


mouth of their Sovereign; and, to keep up the alarm, paſſed 
ſtatutes fraught with folly, which diſgraced the Statute Books, 
and which nobody could comprehend, as they were perfectly 
unintelligible? Had they not called for armaments from the 
ſubjects, to the annoyance of every part of the kingdom? By 
their careleſſneſs and inattention, had they not ſuffered twenty 
thouſand of the enemy to come into the very bays and rivers 
of the kingdom of Ireland, in which, had not the elements 
fortunately interfered and obliged them to retire, they would 
have effected a landing, and by the means of fo formidable a 
force had been able to do incalculable miſchief? Had they 
not ſince ſuffered our coaſts to be inſulted by a difembarkation 


of the enemy in Wales? And yet they preſumed to charge 


the difgrace, that the meaſure of the Bank on Monday laſt - 


involved in it, on ill-founded and exaggerated alarms! After 


enlarging upon theſe topics, and indulging in a variety of harſh 
reflections on Miniſters, in whom the majority of that Houſe, _ 


he ſaid, had long been in the habit of placing an implicit con- 
Z fidence, of which he believed they were now heartily ſick, the 


Duke ſaid, he would take the earlieſt opportunity of moving 
for a ſtrict enquiry into the cauſes of our preſent calamitous 
ſituation. He then returned to a conſideration of the motion 
before the Houſe, and among other objections to the nature 
and powers of the Committee, as propoſed in the queſtion be- 


fore the Houſe, he ſaid, he could not imagine that their Lord- 


ſhips would conſent to determine a great national conſidera- 


tion, of ſuch immenſe importance, on the opinion of nine 
Lords, be they ever fo reſpectable. The words of the reſo- 


lution, as they now flood, authorized the Committee to report 


their opinion of the neceſſity of confirming and continuing 
the meaſure adopted by the Bank in conſequence of the Order 


of Council, which was neither more nor leſs than that the 
Bank ſhould continue to ſtop payment, and to give only paper 


inſtead of caſh for their notes, when payment of them in mo- 
ney was demanded. This was a propoſition fo prepoſterous, 


as well as ſo alarming, that he ſhould, by way of amendment, 
move to leave out all the remainder of the motion after the firſt 
part of it, being no friend to myſterious and ſecret inveſtiga- 
tions, when by an open and public enquiry and — the 
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Houſe would be enabled to form a judgment on facts within 
their own knowledge, and to aſcertain how much of the pre- 
ſent calamitous ſtate of the country was connected with the 
Bank, and how much of it ought to be placed (where he ve- 
rily believed the greateſt part, if not the whole of it, ſhould 
be imputed) to the miſmanagement and raſh N of--: 
Miviſters, His Grace moved his amendment accordingly* 

Lord Auckland declared that, he roſs merely to fay a few 
words, which he flattered himſelf would be held to be concluſive 
even by the noble Duke. It was uſual for all Committees to 
be directed to report their opinion on the ſubject referred to 
their inveſtigation ; otherwiſe their report would amount to 
little or nothing, as they muſt {top at the report of the mere 
facts, and where the Committee was a fecret one, it was the 
more neceſſary to have the opinion that the Committee had 
formed from an enquiry grounded on particulars, of which, 
in matters of ſo delicate a nature as an enquiry into the affairs 
and ſolidity of the Bank of England, common policy forbade a 
diſcloſure. He would not ſay one word to the invectives againſt 
Miniſters, in which the noble Duke had as uſual indulged. him- 
ſelf. He lamented the neceſſity for having the Committee a 
ſecret one, It certainly was an unfortunate circumſtance ; 
but he owned he was aſtoniſhed at the heat and aſperity of the 
noble Duke upon fo very ſerious an occation. The ſubject 
was clearly and undeniably of the higheſt importance, it required 
to be diſcuſſed with temper, with calmneſs, and with mode- 
ration; if that was not the caſe, the country was undone, 
The Earl of Fauconberg roſe, with forae warmta, to vindi- 
cate the loyal and active exertions of thoſe who had ftoad for- 
ward with ſpirit to raiſe provincial volunteer corps for the 
defence of their countiy, and to reſcue them from the impu- 
tation of the noble Duke. He was aſtoniſhed to hear it aſſert- 
ed in that Houſe, that thoſe corps were an annoyance to every 
part of the kingdom. Good God! was the only return made 
for having, to the injury of his health and fortune, raiſed and 
diſciplined a regiment, ready to ſhed their blood in repelling 
the enemy, if they ſhould dare to invade the coaſt of the 


North Riding of Vorkſhire, a declaration that his regiment 


was an annoyance to that part of the kingdom? He could 
not hear ſo unjuſt a charge with common patience, The no- 
ble Duke near him (the Duke of Norfolk) alſo had made 
_ exertions for the defence of the Weſt Riding of a more princely 
nature; and would that noble Duke think his efforts done 
| juſtice to, by hearing them termed an annoyance to the coun- 
try? Small as the ſcale of his own exertions had been, com- 
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pared with thoſe of the noble Duke, he would anſwer for 
himſelf and his officers. that, as far as tne nature of the caſe 


- would admit, they would afford effectual defence of that part 


of the kingdom; - and fo far from being an annoyance to the 
country, they had already been the means of ſecuring its 
tranquillity, and contributing to the peace and happinels of its 


inhabitants. He expatiated on the utility of ſuch corps while 


the country was in its preſent ſituation, and deſired the noble 
Duke (ine Duke of Bedford) to recollect that his own property 
might be in danger trom riois, or other diiaſters. Suppoſe 


that his Grace's houſe ſhould be on fire, in that caſe he might 
be glad of the protection that his corps could give; and, not- 


withſtanding his Grace's attack, he could aſſure him that he 


ſhould have it. 


Lord Grenville roſe to make ſome reply to the obſervations 
of the noble Duke (Bedford), moſt of which their Lordſhips 
had heard refuted again and again. His Grace had been 
pleaſed to beſtow the polite term of the © blunders of Miniſters,”? 
upon fuch enterprzes of the war as had not altogether ſuc-. 
ceeded, owing, in almoſt every inſtance, to accidental cauſes, 
which no Government could foreſee, controul, or prevent. 


In his zeal to multiply invective, his Grace had not only loſt. 
| fight of the reſpect due to their Lordſhips, but to the legiſla- 


ture, and the laws themſelves, He had been pleaſed to brand 


the acts of the legiſlature with the imputation of being fraught 


with folly. Such language was neither parliamentary nor de- 


cent; nay more, it was not founded—the laws alluded to 


having ſufficiently proved their wiſdom and their expediency, 


by the ſalutary effects that had already been derived from 


them, and the protection they had given to the peace and ſe- 


curity of the country. "The noble Duke had charged Miniſ- 
ters with having themfelves been the authors of ill-founded 


and exaggerated apprehenſions, by putting the word Invaſion 
into his Majefiy' s mouth, and by ſubſequent meaſures calcu- 
lated to put the country into the heſt ſtate of defence againſt an 


attack, thould any be made. It was not a little fingular, that, 
In the {ame ſpeech in which the noble Duke had charged Mi- 


niſters with having given falſe alarms with reſpect to an inva- 
ſion, he had ſubſequently mentioned two actual attempts of the 
enemy to ii vade theſe kingdoms, in one of which they fo far 
ſucceeded as to land a ſmall but deſpicable body of men in 
arms. The noble Duke, therefore, had himſelf ſaved Mi- 
niſters the trouble of proving that danger of invaſion had 
actually exiſted. With regard to the amendment moved by 
the noble Duke, he ſhould certainly oppoſe it, 2 + 
| de 
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tended to take away an eſſential part of the motion, without 
which the reſt would be of little uſe. Much had been ſaid 
on the ſubject of ſecrecy, and arguments had been uſed to 
prove that the more public and open the enquiry, the inore 
for the advantage and honour of the Bank, and the ſatisfac- 


tion of the country; but nothing that had fallen from noble 


Lords on that ſubject had afforded conviction to his mind, or 


in the ſmalleſt degree changed his opinion, that, in inveſti= 


_ gating a ſubject ſo delicate and important as the affairs of the 
Bank, it would be improper, and dangerous in ittelf, to ex- 


poſe the evidence that might be adduced, at once uleleſs to 
the public, and injurious to the Company of the Bank of Eng- 
land, in their individual character of Bank Stock Proprietors. 


The Duke of Bedford role to take notice of what had been 


ſaid in conſequence of his former ſpeech; and firſt he would 
obſerve, that a noble Baron near him (Lord Auckland) had 
{et out with declaring, that he wiſhed to mention a ſingle ar- 
gument on the neceflity of having a ſecret and not an open 
Committee, and of the Committee's being directed to report 
their opinion as to the neceſſity of the confirmation and con- 

tinuance of the meaſure taken, which he (the noble Lord) 


was perſuaded would be found concluſive. He had heard that 


argument with great attention, and he could affure the noble 
Baron, that it had not ſatisfied his mind in the leaſt. A noble 
Earl (Lord Fauconberg) had next riſen, and had expreſſed his 
feelings upon what he had ſaid reſpecting the extraordinary 
military torce called forth by Minilters. He begged the no- 
ble Earl to believe, that he had not the ſmalleſt intention to 
diminiſh or taraith the fair claim to the applauſe and gratitude 
of their fellow- ub jects which thoſe noble Lords and Gentlemen 
certainly had, who had ſtood forward to add to the force raiſed 
for the defence and protection of the kingdom; but the vob le 


_ Earl's declaration that he hiad injured his hcalth and his for- 
tune by it, was ſome proof that he had not been un warranted 


in his aſſertion, that ſuch armaments were an annoyance to 
the country. Wich regard to his having talked of the © blun- 
ders” of Miniſters, and of their having paſted acts fraught with 


folly, he certainly meant no imputation or difrefpect to their 
Lordſhips, the legiſlature, or the laws; but what he had ſaid 


was {uticiently clear, from Miniſters having found it neceſ- 
ſary to bring in new Bills to explain and amend the Supple- 


"mentary Militia Act, and the new Cavalry Act in particular, 


on account of its being unint-!ligible, within a fortnight after 
the firſt act paſſed, Having himſelf ated as a Magiſtrate in 
the country, during the receſs, he could take upon him, from 
fo | L 2 his 


- — 
. » _ 4,2 
— tr dhe 3 . 
- 5 pou 


L >” 


— —— —— — 


76  WOODFALL'S PARLIAMENTARY REPORTS. 


(Lon pt, 


his own experience, to aſſert, that even now no perſon could 


underſtand the new Cavalry Act. His Crace concluded his 


reply with declaring, that he ſhould take the ſenſe of the Houſe 
on his amendment, - 


The Duke of Norfolk faid, he had unfortünate ly not been : 


preſent when the noble Secretary of State opened the ſubject 


and explained the grounds of his motion, for ſo he underſtood 
him to have done : - but had he admitted the meaſwe to be il- 


legal as well as extraordinary? for jt clearly was both one 
and the other. He muſt, however, ſtrongly check to the 
Committee being a ſecret one. He thought t for the honour 
of the Bank that there ſhould be no concealment. It they 
were affluent and equal to all demands, as he had no doubt 


would prove to be the caſe, what danger could there be in 


letting the public know it? If there was any thing like ſecrecy 
UPON a ſubject ſo important and intereſting to the country, the 
impreſſion without doors muſt be alarm ing, and the appearance 
of the whole tranſaction muſt be ſaſh! picions and unſatisfactory. 
One queſtion, with reſpect to the Order of Council, and the 

proceeding of the Bank in conſequence, he mult take the li- 
berty of putting to the noble Secretary of State, and he hoped 


he would favour him with an anſwer. Had the Directors of 


the Bank conſented to the meaſure, ſuggeſted in the Order of 


Council, voluntarily; or had they only acted upon the im- 
pulſe of the arguments and perſuations of the Board? | 


Lord Grenville ſaid, he could not but think it extremely 
hard tor any noble Lond to come in at the end of a debate, and 
cal] upon him for explanations reſpecting points which he bad 
ſufficiently explained in the beginning of it, and which the 
noble Duke might have heard, but that he choſe to be at his 
dinner inſtead of attending his duty in that Houſe, In the 
preſent caſe, however, it was perſe Aly immaterial at what 


time ſuch a queſtion, as the noble Duke had ſtated, was put 


to him, becauſe it was 2 queſtion, to which, whether put at 
the beginning of a debate, in the middle, or at the end of it, 
he did not feel himſelf bound to give any anſwer, 

The Duke of Nerfsk ſaid, he always endeavoured to uſe 


the moſt temperate and Soak Bac language, ſuch as was ſuit- 
able to the diginty of that Houſe. He lamented the having 


been abſent at the commencement of the debate, but, he did 


allure the noble Secretary, the reaſon of it was not what he 


thought proper to {uggeſt, becauſe he choſe to be at dinner 
he had been detained by public buſineſs, having letters to 
ſend off upon that buſineſs, and being deſirous to avoid loſing 
the poſt, He therefore left it to their Lordſhips to judge whe- 


ther; 
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ther he had, by any ching he had ſaid tliat day, or by his ge- 


neral condu& in the Houie, deſerved to be treated as they had 
witneſſed. 


The Duke of Graften roſe once more, to declare that he 


perfectly agreed with his noble relation in regard to his amend- 


ment. That part of the motion that referred to the continu- 
ance and confirmation of the meaſure had certainly better be 


omitted; and he entreated Miniſters not to conſider him as 


acting hoſtilely to them, when he recommended its omiſſion. 


Were he their adviſer, and one of their own body, deſirous 


that all their meaſures ſhould appear fair and handſome before 
the public, he declared upon his honour he ſhould wiſh that 

part of the motion referred to by the noble Duke's amendment 
omitted. Let their Lordſhips confider for a moment the con- 
ſequences put the caſe either way, let the Committee report 
as they might If they gave it as their opinion, that the mea- 
ſure in queſtion was wrong, in what a ſituation would Miniſ- 


ters and the country ſtand? If, on the contrary, they declared 
that all was right, and that the affairs of the Bank were flou- 


riſhing, as he truſted and verily believed would be the caſe ; 
and that the Bank Company was, as the Directors had them - 
ſelves declared, in an affluent ſituation, and more than equal 
to anſwer all demands upon them, the operation of the latter 


part of the motion would be found inconvenient. His Grace 


declared, that he could not undertake to ſay, from his own 
| knowledge, what was the ſituation of the Bank at preſent, but 
he well remembered, when he had a principal concern in the 
King's Councils, that the afluent and proſperous ſtate of that 
great Company was ſuch, that they inight have challenged 
their bittereſt enemies to examine their ſituation, to have 


ſearched into every hole and corner of the Bank, and to be 
fully acquainted with the ſtate of their affairs. He {till hoped 
their affairs were in as glorious a ſituation at preſent, and there- 


fore he could ſee no reaſon whatever for ſecrecy, The enquiry 


- ought to go on in the face of the day, and not in a 70 685 | 


manner, that muſt neceſſarily excite ſuſpicion and diſtruſt 


The Marquis of Lan/d:5wn ſaid, the queſtion of that day 


was of fo awful and portentous a nature, that he had not ven- 
tured to riſe to deliver any fentiments which had occurred to 
him upon it, until he had heard the opinions of other noble 
Lords, and had collected from his Majeſty's Miniſters ſome 
information of the courſe of conduct they meant to purſue.— 


_ Extraordinary and alarming as the preſent ſituation of the 


country was, he was not at all aſtoniſhed at it. He had long 
foreſeen it, and foretold that ſuch muſt be the conſequence of 


perſiſt⸗ 
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rſiſting in meaſures which could only'end in a diſemma and 
a doubt, ſo dreadful as that in Which they were at preſent in- 


' volved. As far as any abilities he might poſſeſs would allow 
he had made every pothble exertion for years together to w in | 
them of the danger of puſhing matters to that extremity to 
which they had now arr:ved. Fears ago he had endteav ured | 


to caution them againſt the ruinous conſequences of fo ditaſ- 


trous a ſyſtem of waſte, profuſion, indifference, and d-(trac- 
tion. Their Lordſhips would do him the juſtice to recollect, 


that, ſo long ago as the year 1793, he had entered a Pilote ſt 
expreſsly for that purpoſe. In 1794 he had many times ad- 
dreſſed their Lordſhips on the ſame ſubjecl. In 1795 he had 


repeated his efforts to rouſe them from their apathy; and in 
1796, to uſe a common but a ſtrong expreſſion, he teared he 
had bored them almoſt beyond their patience, by a repetition 
of his endeavours to convince them that they were near the 


precipice, cloſe upon the edge of which they at this time 


ſtood, and of the rottenneſs of the foundation of which, their 
Lordſhips could ſcarcely form a conception. A variety of 
cauſes had been aſſigned, both within doors and witiout, for 
the preſent alarming criſis, all of which, in his julgment, | 
were wide of the mark. In a matter of ſo much magnitude 


and delicacy, it was highly neceſſary that the Houſe, which 


had been taken fo ſuddenly reſpecting it, ſhould proceed de- 
liberately and coolly, to enable themſelves to form a correct 
opinion on the ſubject. Diſappointed, as he had been, in not 
ſeeing and converting with ſome reſpectable perfons from the 
city, whom he had expected woull call on him in the for non, 
and on whole judgment and experience, in all matters 1elative 
to finance and to public credit, he hal conſiderable reliance; he 


would, nevertheleſs, ſtate to their Lordſhips fuch ſentiments 


as had occurred to his mind upon it. in the little time that had 
afforded him an opportunity of turning it in his thoughis ; and 
jn the courſe of what he ſhould have to offer, he would endea- 
vour to confine himſelf ſtrictiy to the fubje&t. His mind had 
been early impreſſed with a ſacred reverence for that moſt de- 


licate and indefinſte thing called Public Credit, upon which 
he then formed his notions, and adopted thoſe principles re— 


ſpecting it, which had fince become confirmed and eſtabliſhed 
beyond h power or chaice of alteration. A ſmall tract upon 
Public Credit frad given him his firſt ideas with regard to it: 
that tract was put into his hands by a great man now no more, 
whofe experience, abilities, and wiſdom, all who knew him 


acknowledged. The author of the tract in queſtion was Mr, 


Harley, afterwards Earl of Oxford. That noble author illuſ- 


trated 
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trated his ſubject by ſaying, that Public Credit was as the foul 


to the human body; the body nothing till put in action by the 


foul; the foul itſelf immaterial. It was not the cauſe, but 


the effect; it flowed from the happy organization of all the 
parts of the material body. Ir was not to be created, nor to bs 


forced. It was fo tender and delicate, that a feather blown 
- pon it would injure it, Attempt to touch it, and it is gone 


for ever. Its preciſe feat in the body could not be diſcovered : 


it at once pervaded and proceeded from the whole. It both 
gave and received its animation and exiſtence. It was not 
property, for no part of the body politic could call it its own. 
Alt was not the King's credit, not the credit of Miniſters, 
not the credit of Government, or the Parliament. It was 


Public Credit —the credit of the Nation! That circumſtance 


alone gave it ſtability, inſpired confidence in it, and enſured 
it proſperity. It was that which ſprung from a happy con- 


coction of all the vital juices of the national frame, which pro- 


ceeded from the wiſe diſtribution of its parts, and their mutual 


co- Operation; which gave to the national ſyſtem a ſympathetie 


connection, an unity of action, and a promptitude, which, 


in matters of finance, is known by the name of PunQuuality. 
This Public Credit was the Soul of England; it was that 
which carried the nation to a height infinitely beyond its nu- 


merical power. It was our credit that ſet all the calculations 


of political arithmetic at d-6ance. It derided the cold diffi- 


dence of thoſe who judged of our means by the geographical | 
limits of the ifland, or the vilihle number of its people. Pub- 


lic Credit did not look even to {ecurity 3s its baſis ; it always 
connected ſecurity with punctuality. To this was owing the 


difficulty which teveral noble Lords with 20, col a year 
_ would experience in raiſing a ſingle thoufand pounds on an 


emergency, thiugh they had ample ſecurity to offer, when a 


tradeſman in the next ſtreet, with a capital of perhaps only a 
few hundreds, would make the loan for twice the ſum with 


the utmoſt facility. The known punctuality of the tradeſ- 


man, compared with the knowu want of punctuality in the 


Peer, made all the difference. It was becauſe the lender 


knew that the man of buſineſs was tenaciovs of a credit, about 
which the Peer was indifferent. Sach was the character of 
England; and this it was that diſtinguiſhed vs from all the 
other nations of the earth, and particularly from France, In 
| France all depended on the King: it was the King's credit, 
and not the credit of the nation. There the King's miniſters 


took what money they pleaſed for the expenditure of their re- 


ſpective offices; a dilorganized ſpirit of expence prevailed, 


devoid 
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devoid of ſyſtem, connection, or controul. Here every thing | 
contributed to the fountain of Public Credit, from which 


every thing flowed; and the adminiſtration of the country 
was, in reality, nothing more than a Committee for the ma- 


nagement and ſuperintendance of the credit of the nation. At 


preſent the Bank of England, the glory, and pride, and ſecu- 


rity of the kingdom, was ſhaken to the centre. Among the 


various cauſes aligned for the ſhock that it had received, he 
had heard it aſcribed to the wickedneſs of the Miniſter. It 
was a groſs miſtake. No Miniſter would be ſo wicked, no 
_ Miniſter would be fo fooliſh, as to bring himſelf and the coun- 
try into ſo alarming a predicament. A man of much leſs abi- 


lity than the preſent Miniſter would not have acted in that 


manner. As little was it aſcribeable to the idle ſtories of un- 


founded and exaggerated alarms. To afcribe it to that cauſe 
was ridiculous. It proceeded not from one cauſe, but from 
many; and thoſe deep, progreſſive, accumulated cauſes. It 


Was as difficult to trace its ſource, as it had been found to trace 


the ſource of the Nile. Every river had a variety of ſources, 
which combined and gave it body of water: theſe ſources con- 
ſiſted of ſmall ſtreams, or rivulets, difficult to trace, and in 


ſome inſtances impoſſible to diſcover. In the preſent caſe, a 
combination of cauſes had created the dilemma. He had 


only his own thoughts to offer to their Lordſhips on the ſub- 


ject; but, unaſſiſted as he had been, he would ſubmit his 


opinion reſpecting ſome of thoſe cauſes to their Lordſhips, and 


leave them to judge how far he was right in that opinion. 

One cauſe was manifeſt—the inordinate increaſe of expence, 
of places and eſtabliſhments in every corner of the empire. 

This had been growing to a height beyond every thing that 
the mind could conceive; it was incredible and ſcandalous ; 
the increaſe of fees, of falaries, of places and penſions, of new 
boards of commiſſion, new appointments of all kinds, had not 
only ſerved to open all the gates of waſte and profuſion, but to 
beat down and deſtroy all the checks of controul, and all the 


means of correction. Waſte and extravagance had been 
ſyſtematized ; one ſcene of abuſe countenanced and protect- 
ed another, and all the corners of the earth were witneſſes to 
the ruinous waſte cf the treaſures of England. Government 
it was well known was ſhamefully in arrear; they could 
not pay their Ambaſſadors at foreign courts, nor their agents 
at home. Men in office, clerks, meſſengers, and the loweſt 
of their dependants were in the utmoſt diſtreſs for ſums fo 
trifling in amount, that it would diſgrace an individual to 


have a claim againſt them for ſuch pitiful arrears. 


— 


Another, 25 


NE 
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Another, and a ſtill more dangerous ſource of diſorder 
which had ſprung up in the preſent adminiſtration, was the 
want of unity and correſpondence among the different 


branches of office, This was the common obſervation ; it. 


was villble in every department; every office ſeemed to be 
lord of its will, and every ofnñ ce ſeemed to have unlimited power 
over the purſe of the nation, inſtead of their being, as the 
ſpirit of the conititution directed, under the conſtant check of 


the treaſury. If he could truit to well founded information 


every branch cf office projected its own ſchemes, had its own 


expeditions, aud of courſe put its hand at pleaſure into the 
purſe of the nation; nay, this diſtraction was not even con- 
fined to office at home; but every man in every one of our 
foreign ſettlements, had alfo his own projects, his own adven- 
tures, his own themes of fortification, and his own fources of 


expence; fo that every one man upon every foreign {tation 
| y pon 


had the tieafury of England at his mercy. That this want of 


concordance and want ot correſpondence did actually ſubſiſt, 
not one of their Lordthips who were in the habit of converſ- 
ing generally in the world would difpute. They had a pt 


Ing proof of it in a paper upon the table. Let any noble Lord ; 


look at the paper of the extraordinaries of the army, and he 


would ſee the full confirmation of all that he had ſtated ; and 
it was fair to reaſon, that, if this audacious abuſe was ſuffered 
in one department, it would be practiſed in all. Whereas it 
was the duty of the firſt Lord of the treaſury to ſuffer no man, 
be his ſtation, his office, or his rank what it might, to have his 
hand in the public pocket but hiinfelf. 25 ON 
Another cauſe of our preſent ſtock was, undoubtedly, the 


« 


7 


War; it was contemptible to ſay, that ſending vaſt ſums of 


n and ſilver, both in the ſhane of coin and hullion, to the 


mperor of Germany, and to the Dandgrave of that, and 
the Langrave of this, in fact our ſending millions after mil- 
lions out of the kingdom did not make us poorer; a na- 


tion could no more bear conſtant drafns of its money than an 
individual without ſenſibly feeling that it is impoveriſhed ; 


it was contemptible to tell us, that. becauſe it did not go forth 
in ſpecie, it was therefore no diminution of our wealth; 

it was a great fatal ſource of decreaſe, it dimiſhed the repre- 

ductive power of the country, and it was tound in the annual 
_ deficiencies of our revenue, which, again, became another caufe 

of the preſent dilemma ; for, the Miniſter had, year after year, 
do practiſe new expedients for the concealment or the fupply 
of this deficiency ; and thus it was that, year after year, they 
had been kept in a ſlate of deluſion, which, more thas any 
„ a thing 
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thing elſe, was mortal to the delicate frame of public credit. 
Ir had been ſaid that, in this continued deluſion, the Miniſter 
had diſplayed the want of integrity as well as want of ability; 
that the deluſions were too grols for mere folly to commit; 
and that no rational explanation could be given of the conduct 
in which he had perſevered fo long, except that he was both 
_ incapable and diſhoneſt. He confeſſed that he did not incline 
to either of theſe ſuppoſitions; he could fee no reaſon to be- 
lieve that the Miniſter could be indifferent to the fate of his 
country, nor did he imagine that it could be mere want of 
ability, of that meaner kind of ability which conſiſted in arith- 
metic and calculation ; ſuch entire ignorance of arithmetic, 
as could make him calculate ten millions ſhort of the ſum that 
he wanted within two months. He believed that it was not 
for want of that ſort of ability, but want of another ſpecies 
of ability which he would call power. It was that want 
of authority over the other departments of expence which 
ought to reſide with the firſt Lord of the treaſury, and which, 
by want of intimate correſpondence and connexion with the 
other departments of office, he had fatally ſuffered to flip 
through his hands. It uſed to be the diſtinguiſhing feature 
of the Britiſh adminiſtration, that the treaſury was its heart; 
it diſtributed the neceſſary nouriſhment to the other parts; 
and every thing flowed from it, as the commanding centre: 
the other departments were neceſſarily ſubordinate; they had 
| ſeen how inligntficant a part a mere Secretary of State had ta 
play, when the firtt Lord of the treaſury exerted his powers 
and thwarted the meaſures in which he did not coincide, 
But this central point of controul had been unhappily con- 
ceded, and the firſt Lord of the treaſury, which uſed to confer 
the title of Miniſter, had now ſunk into a reſemblance of 
the Treaſurer of France, in her beſt times under the ancienne 
regime. In France the treaſury lay at the mercy of each de- 
partment, the Miniſter of Marine, the Miniſter of the Exterior, 
the Miniſter of the Interior, and fo forth, drew upon it at 
pleaſure, and they all knew the conſequences—inordinate 
- expence, confuſion, diſtruſt, violation of faith, bankruptey, 
_ and revolution. Such was the ſtate of France. Unhappily for 
England, we had made three ſtages in this fatal career. Good 
God] what a ſcene was opened to the eyes of Engliſhmen. 
He did not dare to approach the meaſure of Sunday laſt ; he 
had not yet ceaſed to ſhudder at it; he would not venture to ſay 
one word as to its neceflity or its prudence; he only would 
adimoniſh their Lordſhips, that upon the conduct of the legiſ- 
lature, in this momentous criſis, depended the fate of En- 


* 
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gland. They were brought to the tremendous brink, where 
one ſingle error, one ſingle flip of the foot would precipitate 


them toruin. 


Nie had the utmoſt and molt ſacred confidence in the Bank of 
England. Their probity and their ability were undoubted; 
it was totally indifferent to him whether there was a ſecret 


Committee or not; he was confident that they could ſafely 


come to the bar of that Houſe, and prove, in the face of the 
world, that they were equal to all their own engagements ; 
that they dreaded nothing but the interference of the ſtate, 


and this it would be well tor their Lordſhips to guard againſt. 
This was the rock upon which alone we could ſplit. He 


thought the enquiry right and wiſe, and ſaid to the report of 


a Committee of nine noble Lords, or any nine honeſt men, 


who ſhould confine themſelves to the ſingle object of examin- 


ing the ability of this company, he had no objection ; in his 


mind too it ought to be a ſecret Committee, not becauſe there 


_ ought not to be the utmoſt publicity in every thing that re- 


garded the pecuniary ſtate and circumſtances of the nation, 


but becauſe the Bank of England was a private company, and 
Parliament had no right to enquire and pry into their affairs, 
Taking it for granted, however, that it was at their own invi- 


tation and expreſs defire, (and he could ſcarcely ſuppoſe any 
other to be the fact,) he had no objection to the appointment 


of a committee of nine Lords of high and known honour, who 
ſhould ſtrictly confine themſelves to the examination of their 


funds and their engagements no further, There it ought to 


ſtop, all beyond it was unneceſſary and improper, he wondered 


not therefore at the apprehenſions expreſſed by the two noble 


Dukes at the latter part of the motion, nor could he at all 
agree with a noble Lord, (Lord Auckland) that if the motion 
did not comprehend the latter part of it, it would be of no 


ule whatever, He would not venture one ſtep beyond this 
examination, and therefore all the latter part of the motion, 


and every thing which looked like, or bore the leaſt affinity | 


to force, he muſt object to. The only way in which 


the meaſure could be counteninced was as a meaſure of 


perſuaſion: he was ſorry to have ſeen in the Order of 


Council, ſo improper a term as the word © require.” It 


was a word unknown to the Engliſh law, and which ought 


not to have been uſed; it was an importation from France. 
Requiſition carried with it the idea of terror, which could 
only be carried on by force. He deprecated this dreadful | 
feeling; why not have choſen the word recommend?“ It 


8 ought 
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claimed the noble Marquis 
while yet in time. If you attempt to make Pank notes a 
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ought to have been a recommendation, not a requiſition to 
the Bank, and they muſt never loſe ſight of the neceſſary 
caution to be obſerved in this reſpect. The firſt error muſt 


| beiepaired ; if an attempt ſhall be made to uſe force, we are 


gone as a people. Mark my prophecy, my Lords, (ex- 

and do not diſdain the counſel, 
legal tender, their credit will periſh They may go on for 
8. e eee e e 
a time; but the conſequence is certain. No art, no ſkill, 


no power, can prevent their falling to a diſcount. We do 


not ſpeak upon conjecture; the thing is matter of experi- 


ence. A fever is as much a fever in London as in Paris, or 


Amſterdam, and the conſequences of a ſtoppage of payment 
muſt be the ſame in whatever country it thall happen. The 


fall will be flow perhaps, and gradual for a time! but it 


will-be certain. A few months may bring to the recollec- 
tion of your Lordſhips with contrition, the prephecy that I 
have now made to you. Let their Lordſhips recollect, Bank _ 
notes reſted folely on opinion, in that, they diff-red from 

the French affrgnats, which held forth the national domains 
as a ſecurity, and no noble Lord or Member of Parliament 


could forget how much eloquence had been diſplayed to 


prove an aſlignat, even with that ſecurity, a contemptible 
ſubſtitute for currency. Let their Lordſhips farther call to 


mind that one great cauſe of the preſent evil complained of 
was, the immenſe quantity of paper that was circulated 
throughout this country, through the means of the country 


Banks, and which, in the year 1793, roſe fo much above its 
mark, though it had received ſeveral ſalutary checks. There 
were various Circumſtances which tended to ſupport country 


Bankers, and particulariy the amazing taxes that were col- 


lected in this country, and which paſſed through theſe 
Banks, but unleſs. they were carefully watched much miſ- 


Chief might ariſe from them. In regard to the increaſed 


emiſſion of Bank notes, the danger that they had to appre- 
hend from forgery, was none of the leaſt of the evils; we 
ſhould have the re-action of the blow we had ſtruck at 
France; we had made our baſe inſtruments adepts in the 


ſcience, and it was not to be expected that they would ſuffer 
the opportunity to paſs unimproved. Another evil to be 
dreaded 5 that of jobbing in bills and money. Adventu- 


rers of all deſcriptions would ſtart up, the precious metals 

would diſappear, and every article would bear two prices, 

one for money, and one for paper. Another, and a monſtrous 

evil would be, that it would open the door to unlimited ex- 

ee = YES | penditure, 
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penditure, and we ſhould have not merely a continuance of 
the war, but all the frantic and deluſive expeditions which 
were now projected would be fatally put into execution. He 
__ warned Miniſters againſt all this. With regard to the ab- 

ſurd declaration that the cauſe of the preſent exigency was 
the untounded and exaggerated alarms in different parts of 


the country, he denied that it had a ſhadow of truth in it. 


Had not two attempts at invaſion already been made ? Had 
not the French attempted to land 20, ooo men in Ireland, 
and only been prevented by the interference of the elements? 
And had they not actually landed 1,200 men in Wales. He 


Was ſorry to find that the fleet of England, which had hither- 


to been conſidered as the guardian and protector of the three 
kingdoms, was no longer to be depended on, and that our 
coaſts might be inſulted with impunity Ireland had not 
yet recovered the ſhock, and let noble Lords confider that if 
the deſign to land 20,000 men had ſucceeded, they might 
have done infinite miſchicf; they might either have deſtroyed 
Cork, or made it neccllary for us to deſtroy it, which would 
each have proved equally fatal, and they might have taken 
other important towns; that was ſurely no ſlight matter, no 
matter of ill-founded and exaggerated alarm! If Ireland 


Was attacked and injured, England would feel it ſenſibly, 


and ſo vice verſa. Nor was the late landing in Wales, how- 
ever contemptible, conſidered as an attempt at invaſion, to 
be paſſed over as a ground of ill-founded and exaggerated 
alarm. His Lordſhip repcated his profeflion that he was 
extremely deſirous of abſtaining from all animadverſion on 
the juſtneſs of the war, the conduct of it, or any topic that 
was not cloſely connected with the ſubje& under diſcuſſion. 
God knew, that alone, was ſufficiently ſerious and ſufficient- 
ly intereſting and important to engroſs the whole of their at- 
_ tention, and in what he had ſaid, reſpecting the cauſes of the 
| preſent dilemma, though he acquitted the Miniſter of being 
the immediate and perſonal author of it, he did not mean to 
acquit him of all criminality ;. moſt certainly great crimi- 
nality attached to him, for continuing the war without hav- 
ing the power his ſituation ought to command, to which and 
which alone ſo many of the evils, that he had enumerated, 
were to be attributed. 


If theſe reflections had e ed themſelvds to TRY in the 


courſe of a forenoon, unaſſiſted, as he had before ſtated by the 


advice and experience of whole, on ſuch judgment i in all mat- 
ters of finance he Placed conſiderable reliance, how many 
| more 
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more might be the reſult. of conſultation of opinions of ſen- 


ſible men and of well informed individuals! nor were the 
ideas he had ſubmitted to their Lordſhips, altogether unwor- 
thy of regard. Let it be recollected, that he had on more 


than one occaſion been thought to have held too ſtrong lan- 
guage, and predicted what was not likely to happen. His pre- 
dictions had however unfortunately for the country been 
verified. The noble Duke near him, (the Duke of Norfolk) 
had on one occaſion expreſſed an apprehenſion that he had 
gone too far reſpecting the emancipation of the Roman Ca- 

tholics of Ireland, but they had ſeen, that what he ſaid had 
been fulfilled ; and fo in other particulars. He hoped there- 


fore that Miniſters and the Houſe would profit by paſt ex- 


perience, and the beſt means of retrieving the country, he 


would carneltly recommend, was the tracing back the ſteps 


we had trod in the courſe of the war. He would recom- 


mend a fincere attempt to make peace, at leaſt an endeavour 


to convince Europe that this country was ſincere in its deſire 

to make peace, an abandonment of expeditions equally idle 
and expenſive, (the charge of St. Domingo alone, he under- 

ſtood, coſt the enormous ſum of 52,000]. a quarter,) the 

laying aſide of all other expeditions of a chargeable nature, 
whether comprized under the head of our diſaſtrous expedi- 

tions to the Weſt-Indies, to Porto Ferrajo, to the Pope, or 
elſewhere. Let Miniſters give up all thoughts of ſubduing 
South America in particular If we would haye patience, 
without necdleſsly waſting millions upon it, it would be open 
to our commerce in a very ſhort time. To take it from 
Spain and relieve her from the curſe of thoſe ſettlements, 
would be the kindeſt favour that could be beſtowed upon her, 
as it would teach her ſubjeRs to live by induſtry like their 


neighbours, and make them a happy people. No longer 
ſend abroad fooliſh ſubſidies to Germany, and to Heſſe 


Ae, and to other petty Princes. In ſhort, introduce 
a rigorous economy in our public expenditure, in all its 
branches, and cultivate peace ſincerely, and we ſhould not 
only recover the preſent ſhock to public credit, but all would 
come round quietly and well. | 

The Lord Chancellsr left the woolſack, merely to ſay a few 
words relative to the argument of the noble Marquis as to 
the danger of uſing force to compel the acceptance of Bank 
notes as currency. Nothing that was contained in the Order 
of Council, nothing that had fallen from the noble Secretary 
of State went to prove that force or Power,.. or coercive 

means 
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means of any kind were intended to be exerciſed in order to 


compel the reception of the notes of the Bank of England in 
the lieu of caſh; nor did it of neceſſity follow from the ar- 
guments that had been uſed that day, that force was in- 


tended to be reſorted to. In fact, it did not appear to him, 


that it was a fair inference from the motion then before the 
Houſe, that any ſuch idea was entertained, and he could aſ- 


| ſure the noble Marquis that his Majet ty's Miniſters had it 


not in contemplation to adopt a meaſure, which neither the 
nature of the cate, the known ſolidity of the Bank, «(which 
had prompted ſo many of the bankers, merchants, and 
monied men, and ſo many moſt reſpectable characters in the 
City to come forward in the ſpirited manner that they had 


done, to expreſs their confidence! in the affluent ſtate of that 


great Company, and to declare that they would take Bank 
notes for all payments, and endeavour to make their pay- 


ments in that valuable paper) or any apparent reaſon found- 
ed in either policy or prudence, pointed out as a meaſure 


neceſſary to be taken in the preſent moment. When the 


Committee for the appointment of which the queſtion be- 


fore the Houſe had been moved, made their report, their 


Lordſhips would be beſt able from that report to judge what 
further meaſures would be proper to be adopted, but it ſurely 
was premature, if not a waſte of words, to be arguing at that 


time without information before them, as to the ſteps which 


might hereafter appear fit to be taken. His Lordſhip com- 
plimented the noble Marquis on the candid and temperate 


manner in which he had reaſoned upon ſo important a ſub- 
ject, and a more important one, he declared, he could 


hardly conceive it poſſible ſhould come before that Houſe. It 


required therefore to be met with the moſt deliberate and 
calm diſcuſſion, as every one of their Lordſhips was equally 


intereſted in a matter, on which the credit of the nation de- 
pended. Before he returned to the woolſack, the Lord 


Chancellor ſaid, he ſhould not have troubled their Lordſhips 


with a word upon the ſubject, had he not felt that the in- 
ference drawn by the noble Marquis did not of neceſſity 
ariſe, and that ſuch an idea going abroad without explanation 


might do infinite miſchief. _ 
The Marquis of Lanſdown ſaid, he was hig -hly obliged to 


. the noble and learned Lord; without ſuch an explanation, 


he confeſſed he ſhould have gone away with a very different 
impreſſion. He declared it gave him very great ſatisfaction 
to bear, that it was not the intention of his Majeſty's Mi- 


 niſters 
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niſters to exerciſe power, or reſort to force in order to make 
the meaſure of requiring the Bank to pay in paper, inſtead 
of caſh, effectual. All that could be done by perſuaſion, by 
argument, or by example he ſhould think perfectly defen- 


ſible, expedient and wiſe, but if force or coercion was re- 


ſorted to, the molt fatal conſequences muſt follow; he, there- 


fore, heartily hoped that leſs ſtrong words had been reſorted 
to, in framing the motion, than directing the Committee to 


be appointed under it, to report their opinion of the neceſ- 


ity of the confirmation and continuance of the meaſure adopted 


by the Bank, in conſequence of the Order of Council iſſued 
on the preceding Sunday. Fa i Cw 

Lord Grenville ſaid, it really was extremely irkſome to 
him to bg obliged to trouble their Lordſhips ſo often, but he 


could not ſuffer the Houſe to ſeparate without ſaying a word 
on the latter part of the noble Marquis's ſpeech, as it implied 


2 conſtruction of the motion, which the words of it did 


not in his conception warrant, and which, if it went abroad, 
might miſlead many. The noble Marquis appeared to ap- 
prehend that the Committee muſt of neceſſity report, that it 
was their opinion, the meaſure adopted by the Bank ought 


to be cenfirmed and continued, a concluſion which by no 
means followed. In fact it was not Parliamentary, or pro- 


per to anticipate the opinion of, the Committee upon the 


point in queſtion. They would have that information be- 
fore them, which could alone enable them to form a correct 


Judgment, and when they made their report, the Houſe | 
would decide upon it, as the nature of the facts ſtated in the 


report, and the reaſcning that might accompany their ſtate- 
ment ſhould require. His Lordihip confirmed the declara- 


tion of the Lord Chancellor, that his Majeſty's Miniſters had 
it not in their contemplation to coerce the acceptance of 


Bank notes. 3 J ons Ws a 
The Marquis of. Lanſdown roſe to return the noble Secre- 


_ tary of State thanks for the ailurances he had given him, that 
there was no preſent intention in his Majeſty's Miniſters to 
exerciſe the ſtrong arm of power, or force the acceptance of 
Bank notes in payment in lieu of caſh. He declared, he felt 
himſelf obliged to both the noble and learned Lord, and the 


noble Secretary of State for their reſpective explanations, 


and admitted that it would be improper to anticipate the 


opinion of the Committee, whatever it might be. 
The queſtion was put on the Duke of Bedford's amend- 
ment in the uſual form, viz. „that theſe words (the words 

—— | moved 
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moved to be omitted) ſtand part of the queſtion,” when the 


Houſe divided. 


Contents — — 78 

Not Contents — — 12 

5 Majority _ 66 
-Phis Or for the Committee of Privileges to ſit on Thurf- 

day, was adjourned to Tueſday the 7th inſtant. 
The Houle then adjourned. 


' HOUSE OF COMMONS, 


HIS MAJESTY'S MESSAGE, 
The e of the Exchequer moved the order of the 


day for taking into conſideration his Majeſty's Meſſage. 


The Meſſage was accordingly read by the Speaker. 
The Chancellor of the Exchequer ſaid, Sir, I gave notice 


I yelterday that I ſhould firſt move an addreſs to his Majeſty, 


returning him thanks for his moſt gracious communication, 


and aſſuring him that the Houſe would immediately proceed 5 

to take into conſideration the object recommended in the 

Meſſage to their ſerious attention. I ſtated that my next 
motion would be for the appointment of a ſelect Committee 


to enquire into the amount of the outſtanding engagements 


of the Bank, and the means they had of making good their 


engagements. As with reſpect to my firſt motion, for ex- 


preſſing our thanks to his Majcſty, and aſſuring him of our 


readineſs to take immediate ſteps to comply with his recom- 


mendation, there can ſcarcely be ſuppoſed to take place any 
difference of opinion, I will not in prefacing that motion 


detain the Houſe any longer, but content — with mov- 
ing, 


© That an humble Addreſs be red to þis Maleſty, to return ls for 
his moſt gracious meſſage, and to aſſure him that the Houſe would proceed, witt - 


out delay, to the deliberation of the important ſubject, which his Majeſty has re- 


commended to their attention; and that his Majeſty might rely on the earneſt and 


anxious deſire of the Houſe to adopt ſuch meaſures as may be beſt calculated to meet 
the preſſure of any temporary difficulties, and to call forth at this preſent conjunc- 
ture, the extenſive reſources of the kingdom, in ſupport of our public and com- 


mercial credit, and in defence of our deareſt intereſts,” 


Mr. Dundas ſeconded the motion, which was 3 nem. 


con. and ordered to be taken to his Majeſty, by ſuch of the 
Members of the Houſe; as were of his Majeſty's Povy 


Council. 
The Chancellor of 1 the Exchequer then proceeded, I ſuggeſted 
that it was alſo my intention this day to ſubmit to the Houſe 
Vor. II. 157. „ a mo- 
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a motion, That there ſhould be appointed a Select Commit- 
tee to make ſuch enquiry into the {tate of the Bank as might 
be conceived to be neceilary, and to collect ſuch information 
with reſpect to the circumſtances of the time, as might be 


ſufficient to point out the neceſſity of the meaſure adopted by 


the Bank in conſequence of an Order of Council, and at the 


fame time juſtifying the Members of that Houſe in taking 


the proper ſteps to confirm and enforce that meaſure. With 


reſpect to the firſt ſtep to be afcertained, the ſtate of the 
Bank, that already has in a great meaſure been aſcertained 
by the confidence of public opinion. Of this public opinion 
the molt unequivocal and ſatisfactory proofs have been at- 
| Torded, even within the ſhort ſpace that has elapſed ſince the 


minute of Council has been iſſued. It has been clearly 


evinced that there is no doubt entertained with reſpect to the 
ſolidity of the Bank to anſwer all the demands of its credit- 


ors. At this trying period, that called for the exertion of 
the good ſenſe and the fortitude of Engliſhmen, their good 
ſenſe, and their fortitude have been diſplayed in a way 


_ equally creditable to themſelves, and auſpicious to the pub- 
lic welfare. But though there can be no heſitation with 
_ reſpect to the ſolidity of the Bank, undoubtedly at fo import- 


ant a period, and under thoſe critical circumſtances which 


now require the interference of the Houſe, it is incumbent 
upon them to take the proper means to ſatisfy themſelves, 


that the meaſure which has been adopted in conſequence of 


the opinion of Council, was occaſioned by unavoidable. 
emergency, and had become indiſpenſibly neceſſary. It is 
the more incumbent upon them to inſtitute this enquiry, and 
obtain the fulleſt conviction on this head, as it is propoſed that 
Parliament ſhould now be called upon to confirm that opini- 


on, and to ſanction the meaſure by an act of the legiſlature. 
] am indeed confident that the reſult of the inveſtigation will 


be ſuch, as not only to leave no doubt that the ſecurity of the 
Bank is as unqueſtionable, as it is unqueſtioned, but will 


completely eſtabliſh the propriety of adding the public ſecu- 


rity to the ſecurity and property of the Bank ; with reſpect 
to the amount of the outſtanding demands on the Banks, and 
the means which they poſſeſs for diſcharging their obliga- 
tions, I am fatisfied that the enquiry will be compriſed in a 


ſhort compals, and that from the reſult of a very ſhort in- 


veſtigation, the advantage of the meaſure already adopted 


will appear ſo obvious, as to lay the natyral foundation of 
every further proceeding on the part of this Houſe. It is 
propoſed that the public ſecuxity thould be given, not _ 

| | | _—_ | or 
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for the outſtanding claims on the Bank which exiſt at the 
preſent moment, but alſo for thoſe additional iſſues of paper 
which may be deemed adviſeable. There is, however, one 


point, which from the novelty and importance of the con- 


juncture, it is neceſſary ſhould be well underſtood. As to the 


degree of fatisfaction proper to be obtained with reſpect to 
the grounds of neceſſity on which the meaſure has been 


adopted, it muſt appear to every reflecting man that this is a 


ſubject of enquiry of ſo critical and delicate a nature, that it 


cannot, conſiſtently with public ſafety, be puſhed to great 


particularity or minuteneſs of detail. It cannot be doubttul 


to any man unacquainted y with the ſubject, that it would be 


highly improper for the Committee to enter into a minute 
and particular enquiry into the preciſe ſtate of the different 


defcriptions of ſpecie belonging to the Bank, to proceed to 


a diſſection of their accounts, and to ſtate the balance of caſh, 
"Theſe were circumſtances that could not be diſcloſed with-. 
out great imprudenge, and the riſque of permanent inconve- 


nience. It muſt be evident that the enquiry ought to be con- 
ducted in the moſt diſcreet manner, coi ſilt ntly with the ob- 


| Ject of procuring the information neceiſary for the ſatis! ac-- 
tion of the Houſe. It muſt be felt that ſo novel a meaſure 


would not in the firſt inftance have been adopted without a 


ſtrong conviction of its neceſſity. It would be proper, then, 


that the buſineſs be confided to a Secret Committee, and 


that they be expreſsly inſtructed by the Houſe not to puſh 

their enquiries too minutely into the particulars I have ſug- 

geſted, but to conſine their inveſtigation to ſuch circum - 

ſtances of the general ſtate of the Bank, as may be ſufficient 
for the piirpoſs | 

for the appointment of.a Committee to aſcertain the general 

| Nate of the funds and obligations of the Bank, to examine 


e in view. My object, therefore, is, to move 


into the grounds of the neceſſity of the meaſure already 
adopted, and to ſuggeſt what further meaſures ought to be 


taken by Parliament i in purſuance of the minute of Council. 
It is not for me to point out in what manner the Members 
of that Committee ought to exerciſe the important trruſt 


confided to them by the Houſe : But it ſhould be proved by 
the evidence of tze members of the Bank Direction that the 
extent of the late demands upon the Bank, and the rapidiry 


with which they were brought forward, were likely to oc- 
caſion ſuch a preſſure as not to leave a ſufficient fund for the | 


public ſcrvice, and that their opinion in this reſpect IC 


_ coincided with the opinion of his Majeſty's Miniſters; 


ſtrong argument will furely then be afforded that the 3 
N 2 | ture; 


„„  WOODFALL'S PARLIAMENTARY REPORTS. [Commons, 
ſure, which the neceſſity of the times required on the part of 


the executive adminiſtration, it is incumbent on the legiſla- 


ture to confirm and enforce. This is the only point on 


which the Committee are called to enquire, or which it can 
be important for them to eſtabliſh ; and in purſuing this ob- 
ject of inveſtigation, they are by no means called to puſh 


their enquiries into circumſtances, the diſcloſure of which 
would be attended with temporary injury t the credit of the 
country, and with permanent embarrailment io the opera- 
tions of the Bank. On thele grounds I ain deſirous to reſt 
the motion, which I ſhall now ſubmit to the Houſe. The 
motion is to the following effect, 5 


„That a Committee be appointe ro examine and {tate the total amount of out- 
ſanding demands on the Bank of England, and likewiſe cf the funds for diſcharg= 


ing the ſame, and to report the rejuit thereof to the Houſe, together with their 


opinion of the neceſſity of providing for the confirmation and continuance of mca- 
ſurcs taken in purſuance of the minute of Council, on the 26th inſt.“ 


The motion being read, 


Mr. Fox roſe, and addreſſed the Houſe nearly to the fol- 


lowing ſubſtance—Sir, when I conſider the wonderful 5 


event, which has this night been announced to the Houſe 


for a ſecond time; when I take into review the cauſes 


which have led to this extraordinary ſituation of affairs, and 


the effects likely to reſult from it; I confeſs that after the 


pauſe which has been afforded me for deliberation, I did not 


at all feel more ſanguinely or more agreeably than I did on 
the firſt mention of the ſubject. The right honourable Gen- 


tleman has moved for the appointment of a Committee for 
the purpoſe of enquiry, to which, if it was veſted with 


powers ſufficiently ample, I certainly ſhould not object. 
But it might have been expected, and I for one did expect, 
that the Miniſter who had conducted affairs in ſuch a man- 


ner. as to call for the meaſure that has now been propoſed, 


would not have been contented to paſs ſo ſlightly over 
the nature of the criſis; but would have thought it incum- 
bent on him at leaſt, to give ſome general ſtatement of thoſe 


circumſtances which be ve led to that ſituation of unparal- 
leied and unprecedented calamity in which we are now 


placed. Let us now Conſider how he has proceeded, 


even in the fiſt ſtage of the buſineſs. Every man, who 
read the Proclamation of Council, muſt have been ſtruck 
with the reflection that this was the firſt time a meaſure had 
been adopted by the Executive Government in this country 
to prevent the Bank from anſwering the demands of its law- 


ful creditors. The effect of the meaſure I will not deſcribe 
by ſaying that it has impaired, for that is but a weak word 


—.— 
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on ſuch an occaſion—TI contend that it has deſtroyed the 
credit of the Bank. There is no gentleman ſo ignorant of 
the principles of paper credit, as not to know that the whole 
ſource of the validity of this fpecies of currency is derived 


from the circumſtance of its being convertible into gold and 


filver. But when we learn that Miniſters have in the preſent 
inſtance not merely recommended to the Bank to ſuſpend all 
payments in ſpecie, but have politively required them to 
adopt this meaſure, we in this country muſt conſider our- 


felves as placed in a very different ſituation with reſpect to 


the future ſtate of paper credit. If the thing itſelf was ne- 
ceſſary from the circumſtances of the time, till [ do not ap- 


prove of the mode in which it has been carried into execu- 
tion If the meaſure was indiſpenſably required from the 
preſling exigency of the country, and the imperious con- 
ſideration of public ſafety, an act of parliament was ſurely 
the only proper mode of effecting the purpoſe. If the plea of 
| urgency be brought forward, and the neceſſity of adopting 
the meaſures without delay, theſe were conſiderations on 


which the Houſe were competent to decide, and which muſt 


have impelled them, as in other caſes, to loſe no time in carry- 
Ing a bill through the different ſtages. This Houſe was that 
: particular branch of the legiſlature, which it was of the moſt 

eſſential importance ſhould be conſulted on ſuch an occaſion. 


The neglect that has taken place in this inſtance is of the 
moſt miſchievous example, and way be attended with the 


molt fatal conſequences at a future period. All thoſe who 


have turned their attention to the paper credit of this coun- 


try, muſt view. with alarm for years and centuries to 


come, that the King or exccutive government have by the 
preſent meaſure claimed a power to annihilate, by one 


| breath, all the property of the creditors of the Bank. It may 


be ſaid that ſuch a power would be equally dangerous in any 
branch of the legiſlature. But ſurely the danger 1s greater 
from the quarter in which it has now been exerciſed. It 


has been found that wherever a power of this nature has been 
_ confided to a ſenate, or to a large body of men, it has been 
better preſerved, and has preſented fewer inſtances of abuſe, 
than in thoſe ſituations where the reverſe has been the caſe. 
This, concluſion is ſupported by the recorded facts of hiſtory, 
and the uniform teſtimony of experience. It has been proved 
that the ſtability of credit has always been better maintained 


in republics, than in thoſe governments where it merely de- 
pended ou an individual, or on a ſmall body of men. Of all 


modes then vy which the object could have been ſecured, 


the 
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the meaſure that has actually been adopted is the mcſt perni- 
cious in its principle, and the moſt dangerous in its effects. 
It will not be eaſily eraſed from the memories of men, or from 
the annals of the country, that whatever may be the vaunted 
theory of our conſtitution, whatever the national value of our 
rights, whatever the pretended f2curity of our laws; one 
word from the King may have the effect to deſtroy one half 
of the property of the country. The Proclamation of the 
Council merely forbids the iſſuing of money; the paper how- 
ever, {ſubſequently publiſhed from the Bank, removes all doubt 
with reſpect to the nature and extent of the meaſure, and 
thanks are undoubtedly due to the Directors, for the ex- 
plicitneſs they have manifeſted on the occaſion. 
After expreſſing their intention to comply with the Order 
of Council, they proceed to point out the objects which the 
meaſure has in view. They declare that they will continue 
weir diſcounts to the merchants in paper, and that they will 
alſo pay in paper the dividend warrants. Probably Gentlemen 
may aſcribe it to affectation, when I declare that I feel ner- 
vous in ſtating the probable effect of this proceeding, and the 
more fo, as I obſerved that the right honourable Gentleman, 
who has certainly more cauſe than myſelf to take a fearful in- 
tereſt in the iſſue of this tranſaction, ſeemed to experience a 
ſimilar feeling to ſo great a degree, that he was unable to uſe 
his ſplendid abilities to afford to the Houſe any ſatisfactory ex- 
planation of its objects and effects. What, I aſk, is the mean- 
ing of this meaſure? though it has been declared by repeated 
laws, that faith is moſt ſolemnly to be kept with the public 
creditors, though you honourably declare that you will im- 
poſe no tax on the intereſt they hold in the ſtocks; you now 
to ſtrongly feel the prefling exigencies of your ſituation, that 
you are compelled to overlook the covenants of law, and the 
obligations of honour, and to apply for a refource to the great 
dept of national wealth. But it may be ſaid that the divi- 
dends are ſtill to be paid in paper. Is there, however, any 
_ gentleman fo ignorant as to conceive there is any difference 
between refuſing to pay the dividends in ſpecie, and refuſing 
to pay them altogether ? Are not the terms of the contract, 
That they ſhall be paid in bank notes, or in pounds ſterling, 
and current coin of the kingdom? With what pretence can 
you affirm that you do not tax the income of the ſtock-holder, 
if you break the terms of the contract, and compel him to 
take for his intereſt a compenſation of leſs value than that 
which has been ſtipulated by ſolemn engagement. Does any 
man believe that he would receive at che preſent n oment in 


tho 
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the city a thouſand pounds in caſh, for a thouſand pounds in 
notes? You admit then that you are come to ſuch a ſtate of 
deſperate exigency, that it becomes neceſſary to violate all con- 
tracts. Suppoling that the dividends were confided to Mi- 
niſters to pay the expences of the army or navy, and that they 
gave to the holders certain paper on government ſecurity, 
would they be placed in the ſame fituation as before with re- 
ſpect to the ſtability of public credit? So far as regarded the 
principle, Miniſters might as well at once confiſcate their pro- 
perty for the uſe of the ſtate. But it has been ſaid that occa- 
ſions will happen, that emergencies will ariſe, which render 
it neceſſary to break through all ordinary reſtraint. Unqueſ- 
_ tionably neceſſity furniſhes that ſtrong argument, to which no 
reaſon can be oppoſed ; but it ought to be proved that the ne- 
ceſſity was indeed molt abſolute and ſtrictly defined, that the 
caſe of emergency was of the moſt preſſing nature, and capa- 
ble of being moſt clearly demonſtrated, that theuld be brought 
to juſtify the meaſure of violating the national faith, and in- 
vading the property of the public creditor. The Miniſter 
who came down and endeavoured to prove to the Houſe, that 
_ neceſſity had compelled him to this fatal and irremediable act 
of bankruptcy, ought at leaſt to be prepared to ſhew that the 
neceſſity had been occaſioned by no fault of his own, and that 
the molt rigid economy had prevailed in every department of 
adminiſtration. No doubt there were precedents for various 
abuſes under which Miniſters ſometimes found it convenient 
to ſhelter their miſconduct; but there was this peculiarity in 
the preſent caſe, that it was entirely without any precedent 
in the hiſtory of the country. If this unheard of calamity 
has then occured for the firſt time during this adminiſtration, 
it was incumbent on thoſe at the head of affairs, to ſhew _ 
that the neceſſary means of foreſight and wiſdom have been 
employed to obviate the danger, Nothing of this fort has 
been attempted, we have only the aſſertion of the right ho- 
nourable Gentleman of the ſtrong conviction he felt of the 
_ neceſſity of the meaſure, and it is incumbent on the Houſe 
to determine whether they ought to be ſatisfied on the au- 
thority of his bare aſſertion that the danger has been fully 
proved, that it could by no precaution have poſſibly been 
prevented. If we are to be ſatisfied on ſuch authority, if 
we are to conceive an aſſertion a ſufficient ground of con- 
fidence, what account ſhall we be able to give to our con- 
ſtituents of this new diſaſter that has befallen the country? 
Amidſt all the calamities and diſgraces of former periods, 
- many of which have been ſufficiently ſevere and humiliating, 
| Bs we 
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we had ſtill one ground of conſolation in the ſanctity of 
national -redit. Every Miniſter might ſay to Parliament, 


and every Member to his conſtituents, even at the moſt af- 


flicting æras, „The public faith has been preſerved.” The 


inviolability of the principle ſanctioned its future obſer- 


vance. But now we are even deprived of this laſt ſource 
of public conſolation, this laſt prop of national honour, 


With the feelings naturally impreſſed upon me by theſe re- 


flections, I yeſterday came down to the Houſe. I muſt own 
that I did not then like ſome words that fell from the Miniſter | 
with reſpe& to the minute of Council. A motion for en- . 
quiry is now brought forward. The minute evidently threw 


ſome ſlur on the Bank, and as a proof that they felt ſo, the 


Directors immediately publiſhed a paper which contained 
an aſſurance of the affluent and proſperous ſituation of their 
affairs. Under theſe circumſtances, it was natural and lau- 
dable that they ſhould feel an anxiety for that enquiry, 
which was neceſſary to vindicate their own credit. Ano- 


ther reaſon alligned for the enquiry is, that the public are 


to be called upon to guarantee the ſecurity of Bank notes. 


On the brit ſuggeſtion, I did not fee any thing objectiona- 


ble in granting this guarantee. As I have ſince however, 


altered my opinion, it may be proper for me to ſay a few 
words on the ſubject. Every ſanction given by the public 


10 the credit of individuals, though for a time it may be at- 


tended with ſome advantage, will ultimately be found to be 


injurious and deſtructive. If the credit of the Bank reſts 


on that footing of ſolidity which has been aſſerted, it is bet- 


ter that it ſhould {till remain on the ſame e e 


The right honourable Gentleman, however, thinks that 


even with the favourable opinion which is now entertained 
by the public of the credit of the Bank, there would ftill 
be ſome advantage derived from the guarantee of the Go- 
vernment. It is curious to hear from the right honourable 
Gentleman this theory with reſpect to the advantages of 
guarantee. Happy would it have been for the country if he 
had not in former inſtances extended this ſyſtem of guarantee 

to foreign powers. Without paying any compliment to the 


Bank of England, I think its credit fully as good as that 


of the Bank of Vienna. Without inſtituting any particular 


_ enquiry, I think we might as ſafely guarantee its ſecurity, 


as the ſecurity of ſome German princes, with reſpect to 
whom we have no means to aſcertain either the obligations 
to which W are liable, or the funds which they poſſeſs to 

diſcharge 
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diſcharge them, and of whoſe good faith we are entirely 


ignorant, If I think that the Committee would be em- 
powered to go into all the cauſes which have led to this 


diſaſtrous ſtate ct affairs, and into all the circumſtances con- 
need with the tranſaction, I certainly ſhould not deſire 


that the enquiry ſhould be placed on a more extenſive ſcale. 


The right honourable Gentleman has, however, intimated 
that it is not his intention that the enquiry thould be con- 
ducted in this manner. He has ſtated that there are ſome 
points of peculiar delicacy with an inveſtigation of the ſtate 
of the Bank, and the diſcloſure oi which would create great 
bie mee There is one diſtinction, however, to which 
it is material to attend. While the credit of a corporation 
18 entire, the public have no ri; zht to pry into their ſecrets, 
nor is it fitting that they ſhiould be made matter of inveſtiga- 
tion; but when once a failure has taken place, or a ſlur has 


been thrown upon its character, the beſt remedy for this un- 


pleaſant ſituation of its affairs, is to bring them into a ſtate 
of the utmoſt publicity, if indeed they are ſuch as can bear 
the teſt of a fair ſcrutiny. When we hear in the preſent 


inſtance of ſome points of great delicacy, we muſt view them 


in compariſon with thoſe points of {till greater delicacy which 
attach to the ſubject :— and in this light what expoſure of 


the affairs of the Bank can poſſibly involve conſiderations of 
greater delicacy than a meaſure which goes to the extent of 


violating the national faith, and invading the property of the 
public creditors: the Houſe were called to decide npon the 
merits of the whole tranſaction. To afliit them in forming 


their judgment, it was ncceſſary that all the concerns of 


the Bank ſhould be inveſtigated. They ought to be ena- 
bled to pronounce how far the meaſure had been dictated 


by motives of imperious and inevitable necefſiy : every cir- 
cumſtance which had been made known io the Chancellor 


of the Exchequer reſpecting the ſituation of the Bank, 
ought alſo to be made known to the Committee; all the 


grounds on which he had been induced to publiſh the Pro- 
clamation of Council, ought to be laid before them; it was 


| only from ſuch full Eton that they could be enabled cor- 
rectly to judge of the guilt, innocence, or merit of the con- 
duct purſued on the occaſion. The nature of the caſe was 


ſuch as more immediately to demand the moſt particular in- 
veſtigation. For though there were eight Members of the 


Cabinct preſent at the Council from which the minute was 
iſſued, it was to be remarked that the reiponſibility chiefly 
. II. 1797 O attached 
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attached to one individual—the Chancellor of the Exche- 
quer. Upon the repreſentation of the Chancellor of the 


Exchequer of the unuſual demand for ſpecie, and the danger 


of a ſcarcity of that article for the purpoſes of the public 


ſervice, the meaſure was adopted. Let me beg of you not 


to imitate the blind confidence of the Lords of the Council, 

and to beſtow your approbation on the mere repreſentation 
of the neceſſity of the meaſure, but to have before you all 
the facts and arguments connected with the tranſaction, and 
to draw your concluſion from the reſult of a full and im- 
partial inveſtigation. Without theſe it is impoſſible that 
you can fairly abſolve him from the imputation of the moſt. 


groſs miſcondut. And under the prefent circumſtances 1 


feel it to be my duty to conſider the Chancellor of the Ex- 
n e as having violated the law of the land, and given a 

dangerous blow to the national credit. The neceſſity of 
the caſe mult indeed be well aſcertained before his conduct 


can be juſtified. It muſt be proved how far he had the 
means of knowing the danger that threatened the public ſer- 


vice, and how far his information was of that ſerious and 
alarming nature to demand fo extraordinary. a precaution. 
After all the blunders and calamities of his former adminiſ- 
tration, after the adoption of a ſtep ſo pregnant with the moſt _ 
fatal miſchief, it is impoſſible: that in this inſtance, conſiſt- 


ently with that duty which we owe to ourſelves and our 


conſtituents, we can repoſe in him any confidence as havin 


acted wiſely and benehcially, without having before us the 


documents upon which his conduct was founded. 
If from. the inſpection of theſe it appears that ſome. ex- 


traordinary meaſure was neceſſary for the ſafety of the 


country, we ought alſo to be ſatisfied that this was the leaſt 
violent meaſure by which the object could have been effect- 


ed. We ought then to review the whole ſtate of the finances, 


and to examine how far the Miniſter has done every thing 
in his power to avert the ruin by which they are now me- 


naced, or on the contrary, whether he has not been inſtru- 


mental, by his profuſe and impolitic meaſures, to bring 
them into that fate of alarming erbar:aſſment in which 5 
they are now placed. 

Rut as an antwer to all this, we are eee with e one ſhort 
ſummary criterion. The Miniſter tells us that he would not 
have taken the meaſure without feeling the ſtrongeſt convic= 
tion of its neceſſity. He infinuates that the ſame conviction 
was experienced by the Bank Directors. Of the excellent 


a conduct 
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conduct of the Bank of England 1 have not the leaſt doubt ; 
that many circumſtances in that conduct are highly meritori- 
ous, I do not deny; itil leſs ſhould I think of denying that to 


the excellent conduct of Adminiſtration, from tine to time, 
ſince the Revolution, upon the ſuhject of preferving faith with 


the public creditor, much of the profpe rity of this country 1s 


owing. Butam |, therefore, becauſe they chuſe to aſk for 
it, to accede to meaiures that are wholly without a precedent, _ 


and that without unde ſtanding that there is to be full enquiry 
into all the conduct of thoſe, who, in my opinion, have 


brought our affairs into their pretent condition? I therefore 


ſay, that if the Houſe of Commons thould allow this Com- 


- mittee to be appuinted, they will moſt fcandzloufly abandon 


their duty if they confine their enquiry to what the Chancellor 


of the Exc chequer has this night ſtated. If the Committee ſhall 


enquire into the ſtate of the outſtanding engagements of tne Bank, 
and what are their funds for providing tor them, and thall ſtop 
there, I fay they will ſhamefully abandon their duty. They 
muſt not be content with any meiture, merely becauſe in the 
opinion of the Miniſter it is right ; no, nor even upon finding 


that in the opinion of the Directors of the Bank it is right. 


It is your duty to examine the grounds upon which theſe opi- 


nions are formed; and, finally, to form an opinion of Jour: 


own. 


If ever - then was A queſtion | in 1 confidence | in Miniſ- 
ters, of which I have fo frequently and fo much heard, ſhould 


be placed out of view altogether, it is this very caſe. If the 
moſt ingenious man in this Houle, or in this country, was 
called upon to invent a cafe in which confidence thould 
be put out of view, this is the very caſe which, 1 think, he 
would invent. Shew me a caſe in the whole hiſtory of this 


country in which it has appeared more peculiarly the duty of 


this Houſe to with-hold confidence in the King's Minifters 


than that which is now before you; one on which, if you do 


confide, inſtead of enquiring, it would be poſſible for a 
Houle of Commons to be niore deſerving of the execr:tion of 
the people. Let us look at the caſe, and ſee what ſort of a 


thing it is. Is it a cate of treaty upon peace or war? Is it a 


caſe of negociationꝰ No! It is a caſe of finance, and finance 


merely—a ſubject which at all times has belonged, and be- 


longed almott "excluſively, to this Houſe; a ſubject which, 
from its nature, is beft conſidered in a public aſſembly. Next, 


let us conſider at what time and under what circumſtances we 


are conſidering the ſubject? In December, 1995, the Ni- 


5 niſter required for the funding of the navy debts, &c. two mil- 
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obliged to provide for the ſum of twelve millions, after aſſur- 
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lions, which he ſaid would be ſufficient to prevent the diſcount 


from riſing. It was granted. In the May following he re- 
quired four millions more. It was granted. In the Decem- 
ber following he required ſeven millions and upwards more for 
the ſame purpoſe. Can we forget that, at each time he faid 
that what he required would be amply ſufficient for the pur- 
poſe * Can we forget what he aſſured vs upon the probable 

effect of the lait loan, and on which, if report ſpeaks truly, 
there are circumſtances that are highly ditercditable to his 
conjectures upon that ſubject? All theſe 1 take notice ct, 
merely to ſhew that the Miniſter's conjectures « en matters of 


finance have been ſuch as to afford us no rational hopes of ſce- 


ing his future conjectures verified; and therefore, 1 ſay, that 
confidence in him muſt, on the part of this Houſe; be a blind 
one. Will the Miniſter himſelf get up this night, in this 
Houſe, and ſay, that Adminiſtration are on the face of things 
exculpated for every thing that has lately happened to the 
financial concerns of this country:? Will he lay, that they 


_ Have been punctual in the diſcharge of their duty upon that 
ſubject, and that it is not owing to them that we are in the de- 


plorable condition of which the queſtion now before you gives 
to the world at large fo ſtriking, fo lamentable a proof? 1s 
it not notorious thar the prizes of the laſt lottery were delayed 


in payment for a conſiderable time? Has not the public cre- 
5 ditor thereby ſuffered? Has not the public credit of the na- 


tion been thereby diminiſhed ? Have not bills on Govern- 
ment been preſented, and have not the holders been plainly 


told that they muſt wait for a conſiderable time; and have 


tliey not been obliged ſo to wait? Mot unqueſtionab! y they 
have. And the reaſon aſſigned for all this delay in payment 
has been faſhionably called—the want of a ſufficient circu- 


lating medium; but which in truth have only proved our in- 


ſolvency, and the inability of the Miniſter io fulfil the pro- 
miles which he ſo readily held forth. All his new {ſchemes on 
finance have only contributed to bring on the evil which he 

has from time to time pretended to remove, Is it not notori- 


ous that he has rejected all the advice that has been given to 
him from time to time? He pretended to do away all the 
_ evils that aroſe from the increaſe of our unfunded debt; evils 


which we all felt, and for which certainly a remedy was ne- 
ceſſary. But what was the effect of his pretended. remedy, 
and what has appeared ſince he pretended to provide againſt 


it? Why, that he has fo miſcalculated the wants of Govern- 


ment, or from time to time ſo miſtated them, that he has been 


ing 


FES. 28. WOODFALL'S PARLIAMENTARY REPORTS. tor 


ing us that no further money would he wanted for the funding 
of the navy debt; and after all theſe aſſurances from time to 
time, that he was making ample proviſion, the navy bills at 
this very time were at a higher diſcount than they were at any 
former period. 
come now to another point. The Directors of the Bank 
often told the Miniſter whit the effect would be of ſending 
ſuch vaſt ſums of money abroad. They remonſtrated againſt 
ſuch conduct. I will not enter upon the detail of the advice 
that was given to him at theſe times, nor detail particularly all 
the circumſtances, but we all know and feel the effect of his 
conduct; for he {ent money abroad, not only againſt the opi- 
: nion, in defiance of the remonſirance of the Bank, but did fo 
in a manner that exceeded his uſual practice upon that ſubject ; 
and that he did in one inſtance againſt the known ſpirit, and 
palpably againſt the very letter, of the Conftitution. Such 
has been che conduct of the Chancellor of the Exchequer ; 
and 1 do ſay, we are now called upon, by the duty which we 
owe to the public, to give no further credit to that Miniſter 
for his ſtatements in any public affair of finance, the more 
eſpecially upon the ſubject which is now before us. It is a 
ſubject on which the Houſe ought not to place confidence in 
any Miniſter, becauſe it is a ſubject which we ought moſt 
ſcrupulouſly to examine for ourſelves. If the beſt Miniſter 
that ever managed the affairs of this country were to aſk for 
confidence in fuch a caſe as this, it would be the duty of this 
Houle to with-hoid it. If his father, in the courſe of the ſe- 
ven years' war, when his meaſures led to the moſt brilliant 
victories, when be was covered with all his glory, had come 
to the Houſe of Commons to demand ſuch a confidence as the 
Miniſter jeems to a by the ſpcech which introduced the mo- 
tion which is now Hetore you, I believe that, notwithitandin 
all the eſteem wiuch that illuſtrious Stateſman deſervedly had, 
that Parliament would have had virtue enough to refuſe it to 
him. But he was much too wiſe, he had too much regard 
for the conſtitutional privileges of this Houſe, to aſk for ſuch 
a confidence. But what would have been denied to the vir- 
tue, the wildom, the eloquence, the glory of that Miniſter, 
had he aſked it, is now, | fear, to be given to a Miniſter who 
has diſgraced himſelf, and ruined his country. The Houle, 
if it means to have any credit with the people of this country, 
muſt not contide in any man, but examine public affairs; 
mult controul the executive power, muſt inſtitute an enquiry, 
a careful and minute enquiry, into all the circumſtances that 
have led to the calamitous condition in which we are. We 
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muſt take caic that the man who has brought vs into this de- 
plorable ſtate thall not be permitted totally to ruin us. It we 
do not do fo, the moſt candid manner in which we can act o 
wards the public is, to declare at once that we are veridaded 
the care of this country is grown above the COgnizan-e of the 
Houſe of Commons, and that ve chuſe to give it up entirely 


to the direction o the King's Muiſter zi in which cole we {hall 


plead guilty to al! © charges that have been ©xmbired out of 
doors again as; chat we are not tac repreien.atives of the 


people of England, but the ſervants of tlie M. ſter of the 


Crown ; that it is cue, indeed, the th ieory of the Conttitution 
of England is beautiful, but that its practical uhr is at an 
end, as far as regards che functions of the Houle of Co umons, | 
for that now they muſt deliver over to the Miniſter of the 
Crown all controul over ſabjects of finance. Cet me aſks if 
this will and muſt not be the inev.table concluſion of the peo- 
ple of this country, if you do not carer upon a full cνquiry 

upon this ſubject? Let me alk it tis be not a caſe for en- 
quiry, what caſe can poſſibly be called fo? Let me 2{ what 
caſe can be more violent, and leſs warrantable by law, than the 
preſent caſe! Let me aſk if ever, ſince the revolution, there 

was propoſed a meaſure more fraught with danger to che credit of 


this country? Let me aſk if any Miniſter every exiſted who had 


Jeſs claim to confidence, and whoſe conduct called more for 
the jealouſy of this Houſe than the preſent Miniſter * If, 
after you have turned theſe queſtions in your minds, and have 
agreed, as I know you do, what anſwer ought to be given to 

them all, you ſtill confide in the preſent Miniſter, J will then 
ſay you will deſerve every thing that has been ſaid againſt you, 


for you will indeed be an Houſe of Commons that has furren- 


dered all its functions to the will of the Miniſter of the 
Crown. 


There has been a cuſtom, I confeſs a very laudable one, to 


ſpeak well of the navy. It certainly is a ſervice to which the 


people of this country are prodigiouſly indebted, and we can- 
not have too much tenderneſs tor the e e of our naval 
officers, and yet we find it to be the uniforin practice of this 
country to call to a court martial every officer who has been 
unſucceſsful to a certain extent, however meritorious his con- 


duct may have been. Now let me aſk if this be the caſe with 


regard to our favourite ſervice, what ſhould be the conduct of | 
this Houſe when the Miniſter of the Crown openly and con- 
feſſedly miſconducts himſelf in an alarming degree? What 
ſhould be the conduct of this Houſe when à Miniſter iſſues a 


| proclamation. in the name of the Privy Council to deſtroy the 


public 
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public credit of this country? Let me aſk what ſhould be the 


conduct of a Houſe of Commons towards him who is at leaſt 


prima facie a culprit before them and the public? Who is 


certainly in the ſituation of an accuſed perſon? I] think it is 
not dificult to anſwer thefe queſtions. If there are any who 


hear me who think that I ſay this from perional rivalſhip, they 


are welcome to charge me with it; but they do not know my 
nature; thole' who os will bring no ſuch charge againſt me. 


If, however, to charge a criminal Miniſter, in "order that au 


enquiry may be made into his conduct, be a crime, then I 
{hall be content to be called a great criminal. Let me aſk, 


What is the credit of this nation, if a proclamation, di ctated 
by a Miniſter, is to ſet aſide the provilions of ſolemmn acts of 


Parliament? Long, long experience has taught us, that 


punctuality and good faith are the foundations of credit; that 
credit can have no exiſtence independent of good faith, It has 


been ſaid, more than once, that we are to truſt to Providence 


in our affairs. It would be a miracle which I never yet heard 
that Providence has performed towards man to give credit to 


thoſe who have nofaith. On the 27th of February, 1797, 


for the firſt time ſince the Revolution, an act was done in the 
King's name which has ſtruck at the foundation ef the public 
_ eredit of the country, by ſeizing ihe public money belonging 
to individuals, depoſited in the public treaſury of the public 
creditor ; and afterwards with- holding and refuſing payment 


of that money. What can now reltore that public credit? 


Will any man fay he knows the remedy for this? If it ſhall 
appear that Miniilcrs have a&ed prudently, according to the 
preſſure of the caſe; that they acted wiſely ; that they have 

acted ceconomically ; that they Woked forward to al} the con- 


ſequences, as far as human prudence could foreſee, then I am 
willing to allow there is no man can blame them, however 


calamitous our condition may be, If they can ſhew, contrary 
to the prima facic evidence of the caſe, that they have not been 
to blame, they may be abfolved; but that is no reaſon why 
we ſhould not have a full enquiry into the matter : on the 
contrary, it is a very ſtrong reaſon tor ſuch enquiry, and they 


_ themſelves are deeply intereſted in having it inftituted. But 
if it ſhould appear that this criſis has not been brought on 


without guilt on their part, it muit be abſolutely for the cre- 
dit of the public that the truth of the matter ſhould be made 
manifeſt to the world. If you ſhun this enquiry, what will 
be the conſequence? I will ſuppoſe, for a moment, for the 


fake of the argument, that the whole of this meaſure is the 


reſult of inevitable neceſſity. 1 with then to know what the 


public 
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public creditor is to think? He will deliberate thus: that al- 
though in the year 1797 the Miniſter ſtruck unavoidably at 
the public credit, yet what happened in the Houſe of Com- 
mons? That jn purſuance of a full enquiry it was found to 
be an act of inevitable neceſſity, and could not have happened 
under any other plea? No; it paſſed upon the aſſertion of 
the Miniſter that it was an act of neceſſity, and there was no 
enquiry ; therefore ſome future Miniſter may be wicked, al- 
thovgh the preſent one is virtuous, and may take this as a pre- 
cedent, and call that an inevitable neceſſity, which, in truth, 
will be only an act of convenience to him, and under that 
pretext. appropriate the property of the public creditor to the 
uſe of Government; fo that without a full enquiry into this 
watter you can never reſtore confidence to the public creditor. 
On the other hand, if this is the reſult of the miſconduct of 
the Miniſter, you ſhould declare it to be ſo, and by the pu- 
niſhment of the delinquent ſhew the public you take care of 
their affairs. Theſe are the only two aſe in which you can 
Teſtore the confidence of the public credito 
Let us now ſee what has been the A of the 1 | 
Miniſter in the courſe of this war upon the ſubject of finance. 
Has any three months paſſed in which he has not produced 
ſome new expedient? And have they not every one of them, 
without a ſingle exception, proved erroneous? But this, com- 
pared to other things, is, "comparatively, nothing ! | Good 
God, Sir, let us look at the ſituation of this country! Year 
after year he has been amuſing us with his ideas of the finances 
of France. Now on the verge, now in the gulph of bank 
ruptcy, what computations upon their af/ignats and their man- 


| dats! They could not poſſibly continue either; all perfectly 


true. But the misfortune is, that while he was thos amuſing 


= he has led us to the very ſame verge, aye, into the very 


fame gulph! But while he thus declaimed againſt the 
finances of France, and predicted truly as to the iſſue of thoſe 
expedients, he fell miſerably ſhort of his concluſion that theſe 
conſiderations would put an end to the energy of the French. 
Their raſh expedients have not put an end to their energy; 


and perhaps theſe raſh expedients will not make us a prey to a 
foreign invader. But are we to follow their expedients on that 
account? By no means; we are not in the ſame relative 


ſituation with regard to the reſt of the world. We depend 
more upon our commercial credit than they do. The Miniſ- 
ter has conducted the war upon the hope that we ſhould be 
able to defeat the French by a comeſt of finance; and you 


now ſee the ten to which we are driven, by which we 


have 
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have deftroyed the whole of our paper credit. I am aware that 


I may be anſwered, that I propoſe my panacea; an enquiry. 
[ plead guilty to that charge: but my panacea has never been 
tried; the Miniſter's oppoſition to it has been tried repeatedly ; 
namely, confidence in him Ihe public have ſeen the effect 
of that oppolition. All I afk is, that my remedy may be tried; 


it can never be worſe than his. We have for a long time had | 


a confiding Houſe of Commons, I want now an enquiring 
Houſe of Commons 1 lay, that with an enquiring Houle of 
Commons, even although it ſhould be an inditterent one with 
regard to talents, and with a Miniſter of very ordinary capa- 
city, we {hall be able to do more for the ſervice of the people 
of this country, thai: with an Houſe of Commons compoſed 

of the beſt talents that ever adorned any ſenate, and a Miniſ- 
ter of the firſt abtlities would be able to do, if that Houſe 
ſhould implicitly confide in that Miniſter. If therefore I have 


in an uniform tone called for an enquiry, and the Houle has 
been as monotonous, as certainly it hitherto has, in confiding, 


it is not wendertul that we are in our preſent condition. I 
fay, that without enquiring into the cauſe of our calamities, 
the public neither will nor onght to be ſatisfied. 1 ſay turther, 
that the Houſe ought, for the fake of its credit wich the pub- 
lic, to enter into a full enquiry 1pon this matter, for te au- 


| thority of an enquiring is much greater than that of a conhiding 


Houſe of Coinmoins. 

In the courſe of what I De ſaid. 1 have abſtained Gran 
much obſervation upon what | think will be the effect of all 
the meaſure that is now before us. I think'that in many parts 


of the meaſure it is impotlible to conceive any thaig that will 
be more miſchievous to his country. I cannot put any thing 


in competition with the danger of refuttirg-to pay the public 
creditor. The breach of faith is to me a.ore alarming than 
any taing that J have been able to preſent to my mind. If 


any thing elſe is placed before my view, I will endeavour to 
judge of it; but I am unable to plice any thing before it my- 
ſelf that equals this in danger. The exigeney of the public 
ſervice” is the phraſe which is made uſe of.. I am ready, how- 


ever, to allow that I have altered my opinion fince yeſterday 


upon that part of this ſubject; and now declare, that I do 
not think any other meaſute ſo dangerous as this appears to be 
could have been choſen. It may be {aid, that paying the army with 
depreciated paper would be a great and dangerous evil. Lam read 
| to admit it would be a great and dangerous evil; but I think, 


upon nature reflexion, that that evil, great as it would be, would 


not be equal to this, becauſe the effect of it is not likely to be 
Vor. II. 
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do laſting. I think that by this meaſure we ſhall be on the 
very verge, aye, even in the gulph of ruin! I did not think 
that, even under the meaſures of the preſent Adminiſtration, 
our total ruin was become ſo near. It is our duty, if poſſible, 
to retrieve our affairs; but if you perliſt in man. in the 
Miniſter our ruin is inevitable 
Mr. Hobhouſe ſaid, that when information was received that 
this meaſure was to be adopted, all the bankers were ſtruck 
with confternation. They did not know whether they ſhould 
be able to keep open their thops. He trembled for the conſe- 
quences. Bank paper muſt neceſſarily fall into diſcredit, He 
really feared it would fall into as low a condition as even 
affienats or mandats. All the aſſurances of the Chancellor of 
the Exchequer would never beat down this plain diftate of 
common ſenſe, that by his conduct the Bank had been com- 
vn pelled to commit an act of inſolvency, by refuſing fpecie far | 
its paper. The Miniſter had left us in the dark reſpecting the 
. l apprehenſion of an invaſion. Perhaps much of the ſpecie of 
bl this kingdom had already been buried under ground. He be- 
my lieved that more money had been buried in Germany. It 
Ki | appeared to him that the appointment of a Committee, ſuch as 
bl. the Chancellor of the Exchequer had moved for, would an- 
* ſwer no good purpoſe without a full and complete enquiry into 
all the circumſtances that have led us to this dreadful ſituation. 
Such a Committee as was here propoſed, he was perſuaded 
would be nugatory, and ereſare this propoſition ſhould have 
his negative. 
Mr. Martin faid, that on a ſubject of fo much delicacy a8 
this was, he did not wiſh to trouble the Houſe with many ob- 
ſervations. He could not help, however, taking notice that 
che Chancellor of the Exchequer had yr an enquiry, 
which in its nature muſt be a partial one. A fuperficial or 
partial enquiry into a queſtion of accounts, for fo this was, ap- 
peared to him to be an abſurdity upon the face of it, and theres. 
fore he could not vote for it. He was ready, however, to agree 
to any meaſurg that appeared to him to have a rational ten- 
dency to ſupport public credit. | 
Sir Fohn Sinclair ſaid, that the only way which appeared to : 
him to be rational in judging what ouglit to be done in future, 
was to look at what had been done in former times; for which 
_ - purpoſe he ſhguld defire the entry on the Journals in the year 
\16g6 to be read; which being done, he obſerved, that the Houſe 
would perceive there had been an enquiry into the affairs of 
ithe Bank, by a perſon deputed by the Houle for that parpoſe. 
Hog enquiry had not- been a | partial enquiry: We ſhould, 


therefore, 
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therefore, know all the circumſtances that led to that which 


we now feel. He hoped we ſhould not adopt any meaſure oy 
which the character and proſperity of the country ſhould be 


injured. There was a conſideration that appzared to him to 
be of great importance to our welfare, namely, that the people 
of this country ſhould be well aſſured of the pure ſpirit and in- 


dependence of their Reprefentatives in Parliament. He was 


confident that this ſubject had not hitherto been viewed in that 
important manner to which it was entitled He had learnt 


from the Chalicellor of the Exchequer, that it was the inten- 


tion of Government that the notes of the Bank of England 
ſhould be received from individuals to the public ; upon which 


there was one obſervation which appeared to him to be ex- 


tremely neceſſary. While the notes of the Bank continue in 
credit, they may be received by the public from the individual, 


and the revenue will not ſuffer ; but if they ſhould fall in cre- 


dit, the revenue muſt neceſſarily be diminiſhed ; and the loſs 
in that reſpect will be a loſs to the public in the moſt ſerious 
way, becauſe it will be ſo much diminution to the revenue. 
The next point to be conſidered was, Whether Bank notes 


were to be deemed a legal tender from the public to the in- 


dividual? He was really ſorry to fay, as one who had paid 
| ſome attention to finance, that, unleſs this was enacted by 
law, it would be impoifivle to carry on public affairs, for there 

was not ſpecie enough in this country to pay all the public cre- 
ditors ; therefore Bank notes muſt go out of the Exchequer in 
aid of the ſpecie, there being not enough of it to pay all the 
public creditors. The next point of view was, Whether 


Bank notes ſhuuld be confidered as legal tender from one in- 


diviqual to another? Unleſs they were fo, he was perſuaded 
that one half of the public might be ſent to jail for debt, and 
the other half would afterwards become hankrupts. The moſt 
important light in which theſe things ſhould be conſidered al- 
together was, the effect which the whole would have on fo- 
reigners. The depreciation of Bank paper would alter the 


price of every article that was purchaſed abroad. It would 


change the face of exchange all over Europe. The ſtability 


of the cominerce of the univerſe. reſted on the credit of the 


Bank of England; of which we ſhould ſoon fee the effect 
from Ruſha, and other parts of the globe. He had formed an 
opinion upon this matter long ago. He held in his hand a 
copy of a letter which he wrote to the Bank in 1995, and 
which, if neceſſary, he would rend to the Houle, in which he 
recomended to the Bank the propriety of iſſuing 21. and gl. 
notes, and alſo notes not immediately convertible into cath. 
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He thought this a very ſerious ſubject. He truſted that if a 
Commitice he appointed, it would conſiſt of able and indepen- 


dent men, and not of perfons who, from their prejudices, ha- 


bits, or connections, would with either to ſupptat gr oppoſe 
Adminiſtration ; that in their report they wouls {tate the fub— 
ject with truth and juſtice. He truſted alſo, that, under pro— 
per management, we may be Wie to cxtricate ourſelves from 
our preſent difficulties. 

Mr. V. Smith ſaid, it apnear<d to kim totally impoſſible for 


him to ſupport the motion, inaſmuch as he thought the Houſe 
could not be juſtified in acceding to a motion which limitted 


the Committee to ſuch a ſuperficial enquiry. The meaſure 
reſorted to by Government appeared to be a direct injury to 
the Bank of England; firſt, with regard to the Order of Coun- 


eil; and, ſecondly, by the Houſe confirming {uch order, and 
it was a violation of their property. He never heard that any 


"requeſt had been made on the part of the Bank for the inter- 


ference or affiſtance of the arm of Government; nor could he 
conceive the juſtice of Government, in the firſt inſtance, mak- 
ing the Bank a corporation of bankers, and afterwards exone- 
rating them from paying the money depotited in their IO 
Such a requitition as had been made of the public money, b 

an Order of Council, he conſidered as a moſt palpable injury 


done to the public, If it was an injury to the Bank, it became : 
a very neceſſary and natural enquiry, why the reſpectable body 


of men, who compoſed it, did not reject ſuch a propoſition 


from Government? And it would not be a matter of wonder 


if the proprietors at large were to demand of thoſe intereſted, 


| how they came to conſent to ſuch a meaſure. With reſpect 
to the propoſal of referring the whole buſineſs to a Secret 


Committee, who were to report their opinion to Parliament, 


he thought the Bank and the Proprietors of the Bank ought not to | 


ſubmit to have thoſe for truſtees of the national purſe, over whom 


they had no controul. The partnerſhip between the Govern= 


ment and the Bank was compulſive : and it was unjuſt, as be- 
ing a partnerſhip between an inſolvent Government, which 
required a folvent company to bolſter up its ruined finances; : 


it was of all other partnerſhips the leaſt to be deſired, It was 
like a man compelling another who was ſolvent to declare 
himſelt a bankrupt, and then inſiſting on having the manage- 
ment of his affairs. It was not difficult to form a judgment 


how the Bank ſubmitted to ſuch a partnerſhip ; it was the con- 


ſequence of the overgrown power of the Government which 
influenced and directed every ſpecies of financial concern 


whatever, Every one knew what the difficulties, of the com- 
£5 mercial 
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mercial world had been, on account of the great ſcarcity of 


what was called the circulating medium; that dithculty 
had been chiefly remedied by the liberal manner in which 


the Bank had diſcounted the notes of the merchants. This 
cCircuinſtance niade the merchants fearful of oppoſing any 


thing adopted either by the Bank or Government. Men 


were - apprehenſive of being marked characters, if they at- 
_ temoted to ſet themſelves in oppolition, or endeavour to 
counteract the views of Government. That this was the 


caſe he was convinced from his own knowledge, for a mer- 


_ chant had told him the preceding day, that when he attended the 


meeting at th: Manſion-Houſe, there were ſeveral queitions 


which he withed to have put, but he did not dare to put 
them. He did not dare to hold himſelf out as an individual, 
who thought fit to interpole between a meaſure ſanctioned. 


by Government. The honourable Gentleman ſaid, that 
with reſpect to the utility of a ſecret Committee, he thought 


it would be of none, for he would much rather take the 
word of the Directors of the Bank. as to the reſponſibility 
and ſolidity of their fund, than he would the report ofa 
ſecret Committee of the Houſe of Commons, which only 


had the power of examining in the partial manner it was in- 
tended this ſhould. In fact, he was perſuaded of the re- 
ſponſibility of the Bank, and he was alſo perſuaded that the 


alarm which the Order of Council had created in the minds 
of the people, would be neither increaſed nor diminithed by 
the report. It would ſtand juſt as it did at preſent. But 


did the Houſe imagine that the way to reſtore its reiponh- 


bility was to confirm its bankruptcy ? it was clear that the 
firſt time the Bank refuſed to pay its notes in ſpecie, in 
conſequence of the Order of Council, it did commit an act 
of bankruptcy. For theſe reaſons he conceived the mo- 
tion nugatory, and ſhould oppoſe it, unleſs ſome arguments 
ſhould induce him to alter his opinion. | 
Lord Wycombe ſaid it was with very deep concern he re- 
flected that the greater part of the ſpeeches he had heard 


upon this ſubject would have no better effect out of doors 
than the meaſure which was before them. Much as the 


Crown had loſt with reſpe& to its conteſt with foreign 
enemies, it had gained, and triumphed over the rights and 
| liberties, and facrificed the intereſts of its Britiſh ſub- 


jeats. That Houſe had proceeded . every thing juſt as 
the Miniſter had thought fit to propoſe, for a great length of 
time. In the proceedings for theſe laſt four years, and more 
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of the public rights and liberties of the people. They nad 
availed themſelves ot the public torpor, and the public igno- 
rance, to deprive them of their deareſt rights. They had in 
their inqui-torial functions over exccutive power buen fo in- 
dolent, in their encroachment upon popula: right io active, 
that the poor were ſo taxed and ſhackled, as to have nothing 
left that was worth regarding, and the rich were only waiting 
tor an opportunity to ſee peace reſtored, in order that they 
might ſeck their enjoyments in another country,. Of the 
preſent Parliament it became him to ſay nothing. He 
Ahould not have troubled the Houſe with one word on this 
occaſion, it he were not convinced of the neceſſity of ſome- 
thing being done from a recent inſtance of what had hap- 
pened. He was alarmed indecd at the conſequence to 
which this meaſure was leading us. He had long thonght 
very unfavourably of the affairs of this country, but he did 
not think that ſo very ſoon after the concluſion of a treaty 
of negotiation, which was not a trial for peace, but a trial of 
{ſkill between the parties, where the only point in diſpute | 
was, which of the parties ſhould furniſh the beſt apology for 
the continuance of the war. He ſhould not think, he ſaid, 
that Miniſters would ſo foon have bronght on the ruin of 
this country. He wo.:1d hardly have thought that Miniſters 
would have inſiſted on Belgium as the fine qua non of peace, 
and that the public credit of this country was to be the price 
of their ſo infilting. The meaſure now before the Houſe | 
might be juſtifiable, becauſe it might be indiſpenſible on 
other grounds, but he could not help regretting the dark 
and ſiniſter manner in which the Chancellor of the Exche- 
quer had brought it forward. It was not fit that the public 
ihould be kept in ſuſpenſe. It would ill become the Houſe. 
to take ſteps in the dark. If he had reaſon to believe that 
the ſupenſion of payment required by the Privy Council 
was neceflary for the public purpoſes, and he had reaſon to 
believe it was intended to purſue this to remove a public 
preſſure at home, he ſhould have no objection to accede ; but 
as he was inclined to fear from the various circumſtances, 
from the ſcandalous treaty with the Landgrave of Heſſe 
Darmſtadt, that all this was intended merely to cover a de- 
lign of ſending money to the continent to carry on the war, 
he was bound in duty to give it his negative If he thought 
that any thing, by way of relieving this country, was ſeri- 
oully intended by it, he ſhould, to make it in his opinion 
effectual, move an amendment upon it, but as he thought it 
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bad ab initi:, he muſt oppoſe it. The Houſe mould reflect 


on the evils which ſuch a meaſure as this would not fail to 


produce. It would fall the value of the paper currency of the 


kingdom. — He had ſeen the miſery which that had produced 
in other parts of the world, by raiſing moſt rapidly the price | 
of all proviſions, and bringing on a train of mifery with 


which that Houſe was unacquainted. 
Mr. Pollen was of opinion that the enquiry which ought 


to be entered into ſhould be of the moſt extenſive nature. 
He diſagreed with the Chancellor of the Exchequer, that the 
Houſe ought to be ſatisfied with the partial enquiry which 
Was propoled. Though he thus thought that the enquiry 
ſhould be a general one into ail the circumſtances which 


roduced the preſcnt neceſſity, adminiſtration had not for- 
feited his confidence. If, upon enquiry, however, it ſhould 


appear that they were undeſerving of it, he then conſidered 


it as his public duty to withdraw it from them. He ſhould 


vote for a full enquiry into the circumſtances which had 
led to the preſent ſituation of the country. | 


Mr. C. Yorke remarked, that as the only difference of 
opinion ſeemed to be as to the extent or limitation of the 


powers with which the Committee of enquiry ſhould be in- 
veſted, in his opinion an enquiry of that nature and extent 
which ſome Gentlemen withed for, would open a door to 
dangerous procraſtination. It appeared to him highly ne- 
ceflary that an immediate report thould be brought in. 


Mr. Wilberforce Bird ſaid. that as ſoon as he heard of the 
Ocder of Privy Council, he was filled with alarm for the 
ſituation of manufacturers, and initantly waited on the Bank 


Directors, in the anxious hope that ſome reſerve had been 
made in favour of that uſeful and induſtrious deſcription of 
men. But much to his concern, he found that no ſuch re- 


ſerve had been made. He had the honour to repreſent a 


manufacturing town; and he had inſtructions from his con- 


ſtituents to enquire what method would be recommended 


to enable them to carry on their buſineſs, and to anſwer the 


many demands to which it naturally expoſed them. He did 
not intend to put any trifling or unneceſſary queſtion; 


with a view to embarraſs Miniiters, but in the deſire to ob- 
viate the difficulties in which manufacturers muſt be invol- 


ved, and, by a timely removal of them, to promote and ſe- 
cure the peace and tranquillity of the country. And, in- 


deed, no method ſhould be left untried, that could wad to 
compoſe the public mind, which was conſiderably agitated 


by 


112 WOODFALL's PARLIAMENTARY REPORTS. [Commons, 
by the preſent aſpect of affairs. A rumour had gone abroad, 


that it was the intention of the Bank to iſſue ſmall notes, 
of one and two guineas each, and he was excecdingly ſoli- 


eitous to know it the rumour had any foundation, as ſuch 


an expedient, if put in practice, would conſiderably quiet 
the alarm that prevailed in manufacturing towns, and enable 
manufacturers to anſwer the many claims that are conti- 


nually made on them 


But if he ſhrunk from the propoſed enquiry, by which . 
the propriety of his conduct could be aſcertained, then he 
muſt ſuſpend his former favourable opinion, and withhold 


his confidence in future, unleſs arguments be hereafter ad- 
duced to juſtify him in the continuance of a confidence 


which he felt reluctant to withdraw. He truſted little or 
not at all to any financial {kill of his own; but he relied 


much on what had fallen from an honourable Baronet 
(Sir John Sinclair), whoſe deep information in this and 
every other branch of uſetul knowledge, was generally and 


deſervedly acknowledged; our ſyſtem of finance, the wor- 


thy Baronet conceived might be materially corrected and 
improved, and with a view to that improvement he would 


vote for the general enquiry, unleſs, as he ſaid before, ſome 
convincing reaſons were brought forward to induce him 


to alter his opinion. 


The Chancellor of the Exchequer ſaid, that the neceſſity 


of providing for ſmall payments, had ſuggeſted the idea 
of doing ſomething with this view. The Bank, there- 
fore, in contemplation of the proclamation, has intend- 
ed to iijue ſmall notes, and he hoped this might be done in a 
few days. It was not, however, quite clear whether, by 


low, any notes below five pounds could be iſſued. This 
appeared ſo ſimple a point, that he was convinced the 
Houſe would be of opinion that the circumſtance ought as 


litte as poſſible to delay the convenience wanted. It was 
therefore his i intention, before the Houſe ſeparated, to move 
for leave to bring in a Bill, which might be carried through 
very quickly, to enable the Bank to iſſue notes below ive 
pounds value, 

Sir V. Pulteney ſaid, that the Order of Council which 


Miniſters had thought proper to iſſue, had given riſe to juſt 
alarm. He gave them credit, however, for having ſo ſpee- 


dily laid before the Houſe a mes of this importance. He 


conſide red the ſtate of the country as in reality no worſe in 
eonſequence of che preſent ſtep, provided wife meaſures werg 
taken 
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taken upon it. The ſtoppage of payment in caſh was not 
to be held as a permanent ſyſtem, but merely as the alterna- 


tive adopted under the preſſure of the moment. The mo- 
tives, however, aſſigned by the Chancellor of the Exchequer 


did not ſatisfy him that it was to be only for a limited time. 


Indeed it was impoflible to think of it as a meaſure to be 


continued. There was indeed a great difference between the 


meaſure itſelf and the continuance of it. In the year 1793 


the Newcaltle Banks had declared as now that they muſt ſtop 
the payment of their notes in caſh, under the preſſure of a 
temporary ſcarcity, but they toon obtained the neceſſary ſup- 
ply, and went on again as before. This would happen in 


the preſent inſtance, for they were known to be reſponſible. 


Such was the caſe of the Bank, and ſuch would be the event 
if wiſe meaſures were taken to ſupply the demard. It 
was notorions to every body that the Bank had not always 


beſide them caſh for all the notes they iſſued, for if they 
had, why ifite notes at all? It could ſerve no purpoſe. 'The 


Bank nierely kept what was conceived to be neceſſary. The 
had value, however, in good bills, or otherwiſe, for all the 
notes they iſſued, and money was within their reach. It 


was impollible, however, that when an extraordinary run, 


ariſing from any particular circumſtances, came upon them 


at once, that they could immediately anſwer it, but they 
would doubtle!s be able to an{wer all demands. This ought 


to be fully known, and to be properly conſidered. Still, 


however, the cauſes which had contributed to place the 


Bank in this ſituation ought to be known. Such a meaſure 


as that adopted by adminiſtration might do no harm for once, 
but if ſuch a caſe again occurred it would be no joke. It 
was therefore highly neceſſary to enquire into the cauſes,s 
that in future they might be prevented. The plan of the 


enquiry propoſed by the Chancellor of the Exchequer was 


not enough. Partial reports from the Committee would 
not be ſufficient. To prevent the ſame dilemma from re- 


curring was the great point. He was convinced, and he did 
not ſay it vaguely, that there were means to prevent it. But 
the cauſes ought to be fully known. He did not think the 


cauſe of ſuch a kind as ought not to be divulged. No miſ- 


chief could ariſe from a full inveſtigation. The meaſure of 


refuſing the payments in caſh muſt be for a ſhoxt time, or 


the conſequences would be fatal. In France, on account 


of an occaſional preſſure, the bankers joined in application 


with the caiſſe d ore that they might not be ligen to 
VoL. II. x 797. 2 | PA 
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pay their notes in cath, which gave a blow to their paper 
_ money Which it never recovered. This mcalure was merely 
calculated for the emergency of the occalion. It was cer- 
tain that the country could not ſtand if the credit of the 
Bank was ſhaken. It was therefore necetlary to protect its 
ſtability, and by a full enquiry into the cauſes which had 
led to this ſituation, guard againit the danger of its again re- 
curring. With regard to the cauſe he thought he knew 
where it lay; but te ſhould ſay a few words with regard to 
the exportation of ſpecie and bullion to the Emperor. In 
fact, the exiſtence of paper money made the exportation of 
ſpecic neceſſary. What was thus put out of circulation 
muſt go ſomewhere. It was impollible to prevent the ex- 
portation of ſpecie and bullion. Spain and Portugal were 
inſtances, and if the prohibition were complied with, they 
would feel its bad effects. Induſtry, argriculture, manufac- 
tures, were the true riches of a country, and would al- 
ways command a ſufficient ſupply of the precious metals. | 
Mr. Huſſey ſaid, that the honourable Baronet had made 
ſeversl obſervations about the caſh kept by the Bank, and 
the conſequences of exportation, but would the honourable 
Baronet ſay, that the advances made to the Emperor would 
return in two months to ſupply the demand for cath, which 
might come upon the Bank. Tn fact the Chancellor of the 
Exchequer, and not the Bank themſelves, had occaſioned the 
_ meaſure of {topping their payments in cath, It was the 
Chancellor of the Exchequer who impoſed upon them this 
fatal order. Let him pay to them all the money they had 
advanced, and then the difficulty would ceaſe. The Chan- 
cellor of the Exchequer had in fact laid his rapacious hands 
(he was not fond of harth epithets, but it was juſtified by the 
truth, upon the ſums deſtined for the payment of the public 
creditor. He knew that the public creditors had becn re- 
fuſed their juſt demands. He had witneiled the truth of this 
woeful circumitance himſelf. He had been told by a perſon 
who had applied for payment, that in payment of a ſum of 
231. three pounds in cath had been offered, and the reſt only 
in notes. Such a melancholy day as this ſhe England he had 
hoped never te live to ſee. Let the Chancellor of the Ex- 
chequer pay the ten millions Government owed the Bank, 
«nd then it would be able to fulfil all its engagements. It 
was not that the Bank was unable to ſatisfy its creditors, but 
it was the continued demand of money to feed the expences 
of this ruinous and dilaſtrous war, which rendered it unjuſt. 
t0 
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to thoſe who depended upon its credit. It was not the Bank, 
but the Miniſter who had adopted this meaſure, in order that 


he might be ſupplied with money, which he ſquandered for 


the rvin, not tor the advantage of his country. Taxes were 
e{tabiiſhed for the payment of the public creditor, but what 
were thoſe to think who were called upon to pay in ſpecie, 
when they knew that the public creditor was to be paid not 
in money but in paper. It was idle in the extreme, it was 
deluding the people to talk of a Committee ſuch as that pro- 
poſcd. This was mere mockery. Inſtead of ſuch idle ſtuff 
a8 this, let the Chancellor of the Exchequer raiſe money, 
and pay off the ten millions due to the Bank, and then every 
thing would go ſmoothly. This was the proper way to act 
with effect. Paper-money, when forced as payment, mult 
neceſſarily be depreciated. The country had already been 
called upon to come forward to aſſiſt the wants of the State, 
and he himſelf had been one of thoſe ſimpletons who came 


forward on the occaſion. Let ten millions be again raiſed in 


the fame manner to diſcharge the arrears due to the Bank, 


and every thing would reſume its uſual courſe. The Bank 


had enough to ſatisfy all demands it thoſe. to whom it had 


made advances, that i is, the Government, were to pay what 


they have contracted, 

The Chancellor of the Exchequer ſaid that he had been called 
upon ſo immediately by the honourable Baronet, and the 
hon. Gentleman who had juſt ſat down, that he hoped for 


the indulgence of the Houſe while he made a few obſerva- 


tions in reply, which was the more neceſſary as fo much 


miſconception was evident in the manner in which the ſub- 


ject had been taken up. The hon. Baronet was alarmed at 


the way in which the propoſal was conceived, as it implied 
that the meaſure was to be permanent. He conld allure the 
Houſe, however, that nothing could be farther from his in- 


tention. So much the contrary, that he had not the ſmalleſt 
objection that a limited time ſhould be fixed; and the words 
from which the concluſion of its continuation was interred, 
had been introduced ſolely in this view. The meaſure which 
it had been judged proper to take, and which had given riſe 
to the Order of Council, was one, however, which, while it 


continued, ought to have the ſanction of legiſlative authority. 


This was the reaſon which urged him to ſimplify and to ac- 


celerate the enquiry, upon which the Houſe was called upon 


| to decide. It was a meaſure which required the utmoſt 
promptitude. "Whatever enquiry it might be afterwards 
22 thought 
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thought adviſeable to purſue - whatever retroſpect of paſt 
events might be made, and whatever remed.cs might be ſug- 
geſted by a general conſideration of future continpencies, the 
preſent me- inves required an inveſtigation lefs extenſive, 
and a deciſion more expeditious. The queſtion fo: the 
Houſe at preſent was, whether they withed a meaſure, 
which was conceived necellary, to remain ſo long as the ex- 
tended enquiry would demand, without the ſanQic 1 of legil- 
lative authority ? If they were of en that in the preſent 
cire umſtances it would not be proper to leave it without that 
ſanction, they ought to narrow the enquiry. With reſpect 
to the cauſes which produced ihe necetiity of the meaiure, 
opinions would be as different as the ſentiments of indivi- 
duals. He was ready to ſay, however, that the Auſtrian 
loan, though one of the cauſes which might influence the 
great events which operated on our ſituation, was not the 
immediate cauſe to which the neceſfity was to be aſcribed. 
Was it neceſſary to go into fo extenſive a field of enquiry to 
aſcertain Whether af pecitic meaſure, already found neceſlary, 
was to be ſanctioned for a limited time by legillative autho- 
"rity ? Theenquiry which was moſt practicable was certainly 
at preſent that which was moſt prudent. The cauſes which 
may have contributed to produce this ſituation, the remedies 
that may be applicd to obviate its bad effects, and the means 
which may be adopted to prevent its taking place in future, 
were conſiderations undoubtedly of the higheſt magnitude 
and importance, but they were leſs urgent than the immedi- 
ate enquiry he had propoſed, becauſe they might be poſt- 
poned without inconvenience. They would afford room for 
calm and temperate deliberation. They would be diſcuſſed 
to greater adv antage after a pauſe of reflection, and with the. 
coolnefs of the underſtanding, inftead of being taken up in 
the firſt ebullition of paſſion, and in the warmth of immature 
conſideration. The konourablc Gentleman wiſhed to know 
what was the cauſe of the meaſure which it was judged pru- 
dent to adopt. de would take the liberty to ſay that the 
ſudden drain UPON the metropoits was unconnected with any 
circumſtances Which could in fer either the defciency of the 
Bank, or the unproſperous ſituation of the country. The 
rate of forcign exchanges never were more flouriſhing than 
at this moment. "The neceflity of the meaſure originated in 
a ſudden demand beyond the ufual average. With regard to. 
the quantities of money exported, and the remittances re- 
ceived, it was a point which the Houſe could aſcertain by a 
motion 
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motion of their own better than by any queſtion to him. 
This run might have occaſioned a demand, which, when 


connected with the alarm which prevailed would have pro- 


duced the worft effects and reduced the country to a very 
dangerous ſituation. The ſhort queſtion for the Houſe, 


however, was to prove the reality oi the ſituation which had 


produced the Order of Council. The cauſes would be fo 


differently viewed according to the political and commercial 


opinions of men, that they. mor: properly belonged to 
future diſcuſſion. The enquiry Immediately relating to the 


point before the Houſe was urged in the firſt inſtance by 


every conſideration of public intel and public duty. With 
regard to the obſervation of thæ honourable Gentleman pay 


the Bank what they have advanced and they will be able to 
anſwer all the demands, it was founded ae e on miſtake. 


Did the honourable Gentleman imagine that the Bank ad- 


vanced their ſpecie to Government; that he, with rapacious 


hand, had ſeized upon ſe much money as he had mentioned ? 


by far the creater part of that fum was floating advances, 
not now made for the firft time; nor was there more now 


outſtanding than had been upon many occaſions before he 


cane. into office. The advances were commonly made in 

notes, and paid in the ſame manner ; unleſs the Bank had no 
other advances but thoſe to Government, and unleſs theſe 
occaſioned an iſſue of their paper, inferring a demand for 

ſpecie which otherwiſe would not have taken place, it could 


not be ſaid that the advances to Government could in any 


view produce the difficulties of the Bank for caſh. It was 


not impoſſible that, upon ſome future occaſion, a loan might 


be required, for the purpoſe of taking up theſe floating ad- 
vances; but, did the honourable Gentleman conceive that 


ſuch a loan could be in ſpecie ?—This was not the moment, 


in the midſt of theſe embarrallments, to propoſe ſuch a loan; 


and, though it were tranſacted, it could not ſupply the Bank 
with a ſingle additional guinea in caſh. Surely, it would 


not be propoſed to give up the enquiry into the meaſure 
which he had brought forward, and inſtead of it require him 

to borrow money for ſuch purpoles, and with ſuch expecta- 
tions as this. The honourable Gentleman ſuppoſed that 
taxes were paid in ſpecie, and that the public creditor, on 


the other hand, was not to be paid at all. The public cre- 
ditor, however, like every other perſon, often received notes 


inſtead of caſh. Upon ſuch a queſtion as this it was proper 
to look at general uſage. It was a fact well known, that 


loans 
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loans were often advanced without any expectation of being 


paid in ſpecie; nor could the Bank ever have it in contem- 


plation that every quarterly dividend was to be paid in caſh, 


nor did they form their arrangements upon that ſuppoſition. 
Through all the receipt of the revenue paper was taken in 
the ſame manner. The obſervations of the hon. Gentleman 


were entirely founded in miſtake ; and, as he noped he was 


guided by motives of candour, he would be-aware of the falſe 


grounds on which he had formed his conclutions. He thouid 
repeat, therefore, that the enquiry which was necellary to 


be entered upon at preſent was comprehended in his ori- 
ginal propoſal ; whatever went beyond that object might, 


with much greater advantage, be referred to future oppor- 


tunity. | 
Mr. Curwen ſaid, that this was another raſh endeavour on 
the part of the Miniſter to delude the country. He had 


really expected that he would have ſtopped before he had 


proceeded to this fatal extremity. The arguments of the 
Miniſter at this time of day were a mockery ot their feel- 
ings and underſtandings ; he faid that paper was in common 
uſage taken by the public creditor ; but, good God, was not 
the caſe now widely different, when pa per could no longer 
be converted into caſh at pleaſure. It was now indeed the 


duty of all to endeavour to ſave the country, and to propor- 


tion their efforts to the danger which threatened. Let the 


Miniſter fay plainly what is the real ſituation of the coun- 
try; it was evident that when wages were paid to manu- 


facturers and labourers, the value of filver would riſe, and 


the price of articles of conſumption increaſe. In a moment 
fo critical as this, every motive but that of ſaving the coun- 
try ſhould be laid alide ; ſurely there was little grat:fication 


now offered to a ee No man could envy he ſituation 


of the Miniſter. He really felt for the right |} wn. Gentle 


man's ſituation, but he felt more for thai gt the country, 


The Houſe ought to examine into our ſituatiom with the moſt | 
ſcrutinizing accuracy, and itep in io reſcue the n1tion from 


ruin. It was not now the downfal of a Miniiter, but it was 


the ſafety of the country that was at ſtake. IF property was 
to be overturned, the men of property would be buried in 
its ruins, and thoſe who had been foremoſt in oppoſition to 


the right hon. Gentleman, pcrhaps would not be the laſt 


ſacrifices. If the country was {till blind to its own ſituation, 
their repreſentatives, who had been entruſted with the charge 
of watching over its intereſts, ought to recal all their duties 


On 
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on ſo important an occaſion, and exert themſelves to endure 
the ſtorm and carry into port the veile] of the ſtate. Mi- 
niſters might be aſlured that the country feels their corrup- 
tions and miſmanagements. Convinced as he was of the 
loyalty of the people, and their attachment to the Conſtitu- 
tion, he defired Miniſters to beware how they tried theſe 
ſentiments too far. There was a point beyond which they 
would not bear. The Houſe muſt act with firmnefs. They 
muſt diſplay not confidence but exertion. Unleſs the Houſe 
made a decided ſtand the country was ruined. 
Mr. Brandling ſpoke in favour of a fuil enquiry. 
Mr. hard ſaid, that the partial enquiry propoſed by the 
Chancellor of the Exchequer, would do much harm rather 
than produce good. It was his opinion that the Bank needed 
no ſupport ; but if the {tate of the Bank was to be inveſti- 
gated, was it not of much greater importance to know the 
{tate of the country ? Parliament ought to regain, he could 
uſe no other word, Parliament ought to regain the conhdence 
of the country. If the people had no confidence in Parlia- 
ment, then there mult be an end of it. If neceſſary, the 
. Committee i in proceeding to the extended enquiry which the 
ſtate of the country demanded, might firſt report with regard 
to the ſubje which was ſtated to be ſo urgent. In the pre- 
ſent ſituation of affairs, every little conſideration and indivi- 
dual attachment ought to be given up. They ought to com- 
bine to apply a powerful remedy. They muſt controul the 
conduct of Miniſters be they who they may. They ought to 
cut off that prodigality and profuſion which had prevailed, and 
re-eſtabliſh that ceconomy which had been neglected. They 
_ ought to ſee that the money raiſed for the public ſervice was 
fairly applied. They muſt employ ſtrong meaſures, but 
they mult retrench, they mult regulate, they muſt controul. 
Without this there was no hope. Without fairly examining 
into our ſituation, there was no chance of ſalvation. Ew 
Mr. Dent obſerved, that with reſpe& to what the laſt 
ſpeaker had Juſt recommended, Gentlemen appeared to him 
more deſirous of entering into perſonal abuſe than promoting 
the public intereſt. The fact was, that one {ide was wiſh- 
ing to continue, and the other to get into place. He thought 
a Committee of Enquiry could do no good, but a great deal 
of harm, for the Bank was itſelf equal to every demand up- 
on it. It was the enormous expence of the war which cauſed 
the preſent failure—a war not entered into by this country 
from choice, but a war wantonly made againſt us by a peo- 
ple who had denied te exiſtence of a Bcing. 


Mr. 
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Mr. Sheridan ſaid, that after the laſt ſpeech of the Chancel- 
lor of the Exchequer, he had been extremely impatient to rife 


in reply. He had been very ready, however, to give way to 
other Gentlemen who wiſhed to deliver their opinions, with 


the moſt of which he had been extremely pleaſed. He would 
have regretted, particularly, had he prevented the honourable 
Gentleman oppoſite to him (Mr, Dent) from favouring the 
_ Houſe with the obſervations they had juſt now heard. That 
honourable Gentleman began with lamenting the ſeurrilous 
mode in which the debate Had been conducted on hoth ſides of 
the Houſe ; and by way of a leſſon of politeneſs, he added, 

that he believed the motive of one ſide was to kerp in, whereas 
that of the other was to get into place. A very deſirable object, 

to beſure, in the preſent ſtate of public affairs! He further told 
them, that they were engaged in a war with an enemy who 
denied the exiſtence of a Being, and who acknow ledged no- 
thing either divine or human. The phraſeology was very 


ſtrange. Mr. Sheridan ſuppoſed, however, that he meant the 


French was a nation of Atheiſts. Suppoſing even that they 


were, he by no mcans conceived that this operated as an apo—- 


| logy for the unexampled prodigality with which the war was 


conducted; on the contrary, he believed that an Atheiſt might 


be ſhot at as little expence as a Chriſtian. 
After adverting to Mr. Dent's ſpeech in a ſtrain . pleaſan- 


„Mr. Sheridan profeſſed his ſatisfaction in agreeing with 


A of the obſeryations of the Gentlemen to whom he had 
given way. There certainly was no moment in which the 
Britiſh Houſe of Commons had been more powerfully called 
upon to renounce all dependance on Miniſters, and to repoſe 
confidence in themſelves, and he was happy to ſee this lauda- 
ble independence manifeſting itſelf in the ſpeeches of that even- 
ing. In the laſt ſpeech of the Chancellor of the Exchequer, 


upon which he meant to make a few remarks, the honourable 


Gentleman had availed himſelf of the Speaker's indulgence, and 


of the forms of the Houſe, by which the opener of a debate 


was permitted to conclude it. He had no doubt that in mak- 
that ſpeech he wiſhed -to conclude the debate; it by no 
means followed, however, that becauſe he had ſpoken a ſe- 
cond time the debate ſhould: be concluded. As Gentlemen 
were allowed, however, in ſpecial circumflances, to ſpeak 
twice in the courle of one debate, he was aware that the ho- 

nourable Gentleman had not violated the forms of the Houſe, 
for there was no perſon who would not agree that the circum- 
ſtances in which he ſpoke were very particular; the more fo, 


as he was left by his friends to have the ſole conduct of his own. 


defence. 
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defence. The ſpeech, he owned, was a very ſtrong one. It 
had been remarked, that perſons were ſometimes deprived of 
their intellect by ſevere diſtreſs; and, from the tenor of his 
argument, he was almoſt led to conclude that the embarraſſ- 
ment of his ſituation had produced that effect upon the ho- 


nourable Gentleman. In one part of his argument he ad- 


vanced the abſurd polition, that were Government to diſcharge 
all the dehts they owed to the Bank, as the payment would be 
made good in paper, it would not relieve that public body 
from the difficulties produced by their want of caſh, Was 
any man, however, fo ignorant as not to know the deficiency 
aroſe not merely from the poſitive want of caſh, but from the 
comparative quantity of paper which they had iſued, and the 
demands of which they had not caſh enough to anſwer? Of 
courſe, when this paper was returned to them they would find 
themſelves at liberty, with ſafety to themſelves, to iſſue a 
r proportion of their ſpecie. For inſtance, ſuppoſing the 

ank of England to have iſſued ten millions in paper by way 
of loan, and to be poſſeſſed of one million in cath, as a ſum 


ſufficient to anſwer the demand, certainly if tive mill un of 


this loan were repaid them, they might iſſue five hundred 
thouſand pounds out of the million of ſpecie, becauſe the run 
upon their caſh would in that caſe be diminiſhed precifely one 


half, The honourable Gentleman had alledged that the divi= 


dends on ſtock were already paid in notes. But were the notes' 
the ſame before that they are now? Was not the queſtion 


always put to the creditor whether he would take his dividend : 


In paper or in caſh? And when it was put in his choice, he 
took it in paper, becauſe he might have had cafh if he pleaſed, 
With reſpect to the effect of the meaſure upon the Bank cre- 
dit, it certainly had inflicted upon it a very ſevere ſtroke, and 
he ſaw only one way in which it could poſſibly recover it, 
which was by the Bank coming forward, and ſhewing the 
country that they had adopted the meaſure from compulſion. 
An honourable Gentleman (Mr. Baſtard) had urged, in very 
proper and becoming language, the neceſlity of cutting off 
every thing ſuperfluous. He was not of a ſanguinary diſpoſi- 
tion, but when he ſaw a perſon preſiding in one of the princi- 
pal departments of public affairs, and ruining the country oy 2 
his meaſures, he was at a loſs to know what ought to be cut off 
firſt; but he was convinced that ſome example ought to be 
made for the inſtruction of both the preſent and future times. 
An honourable Baronet (Sir William Pulteney) obſerved, that 
if the meaſure was repeated, it would make but a bad Joke. 
If it was a joke, it certainly was one at which the country was 
Vor. IL 18405 | KR EI ac. 
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not much diſpoſed to laugh; but if it was tolerated in this in- 


ſtance, he was atraid that theſe facetious meaſures would very 


frequently occur. What then was to be done in order to pre- 
vent their ever again recurring. An honourable Gentleman 


(Mr. Huſſey) had ſaid, that, to retrieve the credit of the Bank, 
Government had only to diſcharge the ſums advanced them by : 
the Bank. But he would add, that it was neceſſary alſo that 


Governuent ſhould pay all their creditors as well as the Bank; 


that they ſhould pay the civil liſt; that they ſhould pay the 
half- pay ofhcers, who were now almoſt ſtarving ; that they 
ſhould pay their agents and their contractors. Mr. Sheridan 
conceived that it was by no means a temporary expedient, but 
he foreſaw that the Bank never would be able afterwards to 
defray its outſtanding engagements in caſh. For how was it 
| pothble that they could, fince they were about to iſſue a greater 
quantity of paper, and their caſh was ſeized upon for the pub- 
hic ſervice. The honourable Baronet who advanced a contrary | 
opinion, and who knew more about buſineſs than moſt Gen- 
tlemen of equal property, had too much good ſenſe not to ac- 
knowledge the error on which it was founded. Mr. Sheridan 
next reprobated the tranſaction as a ſtep to aſſociate the bank- 
rupt Government with the ſolvent Bank; a partnerſhip which, 
if the Bank Directors knew the intereſt of the concern under 
their direction they ought to ſpurn, and to force the honour- 
able Gentleman to withdraw his indorſements from their bills. 
But it was urged, that the Bank had ten porary difficulties to 
encounter, and that it beloved them to adopt ſome mode of 
granting relief to that important public body. The Houſe of 
Commons, however, knew nothing of this. No application 
was made to them by the Bank, nor did it appear even that 


application had been made for the Order in Council; on the 


coimrary. it appeared that this facetious Council, inſtead of 
exa mung the Directors of the Bank, added entirely upon the 
authority of Vir. Chancellor of the Exchequer. Nay, what. 
added to his ſurpriſe was, chat not one of the Bank Directors 
_ who had ſea's in that Houſe had ever come forward and ex, 
preſſed an epinion upon the ſubject. Some information was 
certaiuly ae before the Houſe, ſanctioned ſo novel and 
dangerous a meaſure. They had heard of the Bank a ſhort. 


time ago lei.ding two millions to Government, and they had 


allo, heard of the dividends,on Bank Siock increaſing. Was it 


not material to be informed, terefore, how they had come to 


| ſtop payment at a time when their affairs ſeemed to be going 
on ſo pfoſperouſſy? Perhaps the Directors might be to blame. 


He did not Jay that it was ſo, but the Houſe ought to be 50 


8 
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fied that it was not ſo. They were not even appriſed whether 
it was the wiſh of the Bank that the meaſure ſhould be adopt- 
ed. The Chancellor of the Exchequer ſaid it was; but he 


took nothing upon his word, and therefore called upon ſome 


of the Directors of the Bank to come forward, and 0 whe- 


ther it was or was not at their detire that the Order in Council 
had been iſſued. There was ſomething unaccountable on the 
face of the buſineſs, for the Bank to announce its own fol- 
vency immediately after it had been ordered to ſtop payment; 
and if it was ſolvent, why was an order iſſued which would 
operate ſo much to the injury of their credit? For his own 
part, he did not approve of appointing a Committee to enquire 
into the affairs of the Bank, becauſe he had the firmeſt confi- 
dence in its ſolidity, and ach an enquiry might conſiderably 
hurt its credit; but he deemed it highly expedient that a 
Committee ſhould be appointed to enquire into the grounds 


upon which the Order in Council had been iſſued. He was 


of opinion, at all events, that the two enquiries ought not to 
be ſeparated. An inſtruction, if neceſſary, might be given to 
the Committee, to report upon the circumſtances of the Bank 


before it entered upon the other enquiry. But he did not per- 
ceive that ſo much diſpatch was requiſite, becauſe the procla- 
mation, at preſent, had all the effect of a law, and a Bill 


might be immediately paſſed as a matter of temporary accom - 


modation, to enable the Bank to iſſue ſmall notes. So far, 
however, as he had made up his opinion, he diſapproved of a 


Committee to enquire into the circumſtances of the Bank, as 


ſuch an enquiry might be productive of evil, and could not 


poſſibly do any good. For what was the reſult expected to 
be? There was but one hope, and one opinion, that the 


Bank would be found to be perfectly ſecure. Why then 
ſhou!d the public guarantee their notes? As well might the 


Maſter of the Mint indorſe a guinea. But what was the na- 
ture of this guarantee which ee fo generoully of- 


fered to the Bank? Government firſt lavs hands on the caſn 


of che Bank. Next day Government ſays, you cannot pay 
your notes. No, replies the Bank, becauſz you have taken 
away our calh. Very well, then, ſay Government, you 


mult ſtop payment till we examine into your affairs, form a 


_ partneiſhip, and indorſe your bills. The Bank might very 
juſtly anſwer, give us back our caſh, and we neither want 
vour partnerſhip nor your guarantee. Had ſuch a man as Sir 
John Barnard preſided at the Bank, he would have taken the 
Order of Council and thrown it in the face of the meſſenger, 


| for i in either caſe it was an attiont upon that body. If they 


R 2 | had 


— 
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K 


124 WOODFALL'S PARLIAMENTARY REPORTS. {[Commons, 
had caſh, what right had the Chancellor of the Exchequer to 


ſeize upon it. If they had none, it was an inſult to pretend 
to prohibit them from iſſuing it. And what was the value of 
this guarantee which Government was fo generous as to offer 
to the Bank? Had not Government broken its faith with al! 


its creditors, with the Bank, with the Emperor of Germany, 
and with every individual who were in poſſeſſion of its ac- 


ceptances. The ſolidity of the Bank would be infinitely 


ſtronger, if it remained entirely unconnected with fo difcre- 
ditable a partner. Mr. Sheridan then fuggeſted the ſteps 


which, in his opinion, ought to be taken, if the chfficulties 
really exiſted. Bank notes ought to be made a legal tender to 
_ Government, and Government ought to be compelied 10 
make every payment in Bank notes, except the dividends on 
the public ſtock, which ought to be paid in caſh. He was 
unfriendly to a Committee to men into the ſituation of the 


* 


Bank; but, inſtead of oppoſing it, he would move an amend- 


ment, That theſe words be inſerted in the or iginal motion, 


after "is this Houſe,” 


And alſo to enquire into the ate which have reduced 


this Order in Council, and the grounds of providing for the 


Order in Council, dated the 26th of February, providing for 


the confirmation and continuance of mealures contained in 
| faid order.“ . 


Mr. S. Thornton 1 that as Mr. Sheridan and n 


Gentlemen who had ſpoken before, had been pleaſed to ap- 


peal perſonally to him, and alſo to other Members of the 


Houſe who were Directors of the Bank, he deſired to acquaint 


them he was reſtrained from ſatisfying their. curioſity by a 


ſenſe of the duty which he owed to the public welfare. 
That if the Houle in its wiſdom tſhould ſce fat to inſtitute 
any committee of enquiry, there was no inveſtigation 


which the directors would not moſt chearfully meet, as 


they were conſcious it muſt tend to their honour, and to che 


ſupport of the credit and high reputation of the Bank of 
England. | 


Mr. Secretary Dundas wiſhed to obviate, if not the nilks- 
prehenſion, a! leaſt the miſrepreſentation of the honoura 
Gentleman (Mr. Sheridan) who had aflerted, that the Bank 


would be rendered leſs ſecure by the guarantee which was 
offered to it by the Government. If the Houſe rejected 


the original motion, the Bank would be left with an Order 


of Council hanging over it, not to iſſue caſh, but to make 


us payments in the manner : Moray directed. Did Mr. 
. | Sheridan 
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Sheridan intend that this ſhould be the caſe, or did he mean 
to take off the embargo, without letting the country know 
why it had been impoſed? The firſt object which he wiſhed 
that a Committee ſhould be called to aſcertain, was the 
ſtability of the Bank. The amendment propoſed, negatived 
the original motion ; but while the honourable Gentleman | 
profeſſed himſelf adverſe to an enquiry, he ſought to enlarge | 
it by adding a queſtion reſpecting the cauſes of the embargo, 
and theſe were alledged to be a total miſmanagement i in 
every department of finance. Thus an enquiry into every 
8 circumſtance of the war, from its commencement to the 
preſent time, would be ſet on foot; and this firſt and great 
object of ſatisfying the public with reſpect to the ſolvency 
of the Bank, would be delayed till the ſtate of the nation 
in every particular, could have been aſcertained. 
What the hon. Gentleman had ſaid of the inaccuracies of 
Committees, and of the incomplete manner in which their re- 
ports were framed, was, he believed, in general true, and 
therefore much to be regretted. But the honourable Gentle- 
man, under this imprefiion came forward when a motion 
was made to refer a particular queſtion to the examination 
of a Committee, and propoſed alſo to refer to a Committee, 
the enquiry into every public meaſure, which could be ſaid 
to be connected with the ſtate of the nation; thus providing 
an immenſe additional labour for thoſe whom he thought | 
incapable of diſcharging their duty properly. The Reaſon 
why he (Mr. Dundas) wiſhed it to go to a ſecret Commit- 
tee was, that it might be neceſſary to put queſtions to the 
5 Bank Directors, which it might not be proper to make pub 
= | 
Mr. Grey 5 to 0 the amendment, and to correct 
Mr. Dundas, when he ſtated that his wan friend was 
adverſe to any enquiry into the ſtate of the Bank. It was 
not becauſe an enquiry was not neceſſary, that it had been 
odjected to, but becauſe it was thought inconvenient. 
The Attorney General ſaid, that the caſe was ſhortly this. 
An Order of Council, without any legal validity, had been 
ſent to the firſt monied company in the kingdom, and this 
Order had been complied with. It was univerſally agreed, 
that ſuch an Order thould not have been iſſued, without it 
was warranted by neceſlity, and that it ſhould continue in 
force no longer than the neceſſity which gave riſe to it con- 
tinued. The queſtion therefore was, whether the Houſe 
| ould not immediately proceed to diſcuſs the circumſtances 


under 
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under which it had iſſued, with a view to determining whe- 
ther it ought any longer to be acted under? As he saw the 
neceſſity of an immediate determination on a buſineſs of ſuch 
conſequence, he ſhould vote age inſt the amendment. 4 
Mr. Fox conſidered the queition of the mes ſures to be 
adopted, and of the cauſe of ihe preſent fituation, as infe- 
parable. Till the Houſe were apprized of what produced 
the Order, they could not well know, how to apply the re- 
medy. If he were in a Committee of the Houfe, and de- 
ftirous to diſcover the cauſe, he ſhould in the fiyſt inſtance, 
call the Chancellor of the Exchequer to the bar, and exa- 
mine him. It was obvious, that the nature of the relief 
which was to be afforded, muſt depend on the cauſe ot the 
evil. If it ſhould 'appcar, as had been ſuggeſted by Sir 
William Pulteney, that the debts owing by the Government 
to the Bank had been the occaſion of its ſtopping payment, 
then it was clear that a different remedy mult be applied 
from that to which recourſe would have been had, it it had 
been owing to other circumſtances. . 
Ihe Chancellor of the Exchequer ſaid, that he conſidered the 
motion and amendment, as compriſing three diſtinct en- 
quiries. Though they were all retained in the amended 
motion, yet Mr Sheridan, had by the tenor of three fourths 
of his ſpeech, objected to that part of the motion which preſſ- 
ed the enquiry into the {tate of the Bank. His enquiry, he 
wiſhed, however, io be made with a view to ſhew that the 
ultimate reſources of that company were ſolid, and more 
than equal to the diſcharge of all claims on then He conſi- 
dered this as the more neceſſary, becauſe, while the honourable. 
Gentleman (Mr. Fox) had ſaid, that he was convinced of the 
fact, and ſtood in need of nothing to confirm hint in his be- 
lief, he ſtated their late conduct as an act of bankruptcy not 
to be remedied. When Gentlemen then cried up the ſoli- 
; dity of a corporate body, and their ſatisfaction in its ſe- 
curity in one moment, and in the next, imputed bankruptcy. 
to it, an enquiry was rendered neceſſary, to eftabliſh its re- 
putation for being equal to the diſcharge” of all its engage- 
ments, and it ſeemed to him highly proper, after ſuch lan- 
guage, that the truth of the propoſition ſhould be aſcertained 
by ſome record; and that it fhould be generally Know 
from the reſult of accurate inveſtigation, that the ultimate 
property on the Bank of England was equal to more than 
the demands which could be made on it. f 
What an honorable Gentlemen had called an act of 
bankruptcy, 


FI B. 28.] WOODFAL.L's PARLIAMENTARY: REPORTS: 125 


bankruptcy, was certainly an act of preſſing neceſſity, and 
the fact of the exiſtence of this neceſſity could not be too- 
ſoon enquired into. It was on the part of the Bank a com- 
pulſory act; yet if his act had been their own, inſtead of 
being the reſult of a reſolution of Government, could this be 
called by the commercial world an act of bankruptcy? This 
meaſure, too, was called in queſtion by Gentlemen who had 
approved the conduct of the Bank of Newcaitte, which, with 
unſhaken credit, had thought proper to ſuſpend its pay- 
ments, and which e We to have done lo wich. 
applauſe. | | 
The Bank of England. had ated i in the ſame manner, 
though on a larger ſcale. The merchants of London had 


given a ſanction to its proceeding, by their reſolution. Nei- 


ther ſpeaking technically, nor in the language of common 
life, could it be ſaid to be an act of bankruptcy to withhold 
the payment of money, where the perſon withholding it was. 
finally in a ſolvent ſtate. 

But at the ſame time, wherever money was thus delayed | 
from a creditor, ſome proof was neceſſary to eſtabliſh the 


fact, that the debtor's capital was ſolid That proof the 


"Bank now wiſhed to lay before the Touſe, and it being in 
ſo ſhort a compals, | it would. not occaſion a delay of many 
hours. | 
This inquiry into the capital was the firſt of the three. 

which the Amendment contained. The next went to aſcer- 
tain the exiſtence of the neceſſity which 8 the meaſure, 
and the continuation of that neceſſity. 

The third which had been added by the hon. mover of the 
Amendment, was, to diſcover the cauſes of this neceſſity. If 
the neceſſity was eſtabliſhed, he did not ſee the immediate 
5 importance of this latter inquiry previous to adopting any 
reſolutions in conſequence of the former two. He thought 

that Gentlemen might afterwards enter into it, ſince the 
information of which they would then be in poſſeſſion, 

would not hinder, but aſſiſt them in their ſearch. Nothing 
could be more clear, than that in the exerciſe of ptac- 
tical duty, that which would admit of delay, ſhould be poſt- 

5 poned for that in which there was better time for delibera- 
tion. 

Mr. Fox 1 IIe hat: not made uſe of the wed 
bankruptcy applicable to the ſtate: of the Bank, but to the 
Government, to which he contented it was always appli- 
cable. The alarm winch he felt aroſe from no circumſtances 

| in 
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in the capital of the Bank, but from the controul which the 


Government exerciſed over it. 


Mr. Pollen (aid that he ſhould vote for the As, 


Ayes, (For the Amendment) — 86 
Nees, (Againſt 100 — - 2 | 
Majority 158 


Mr. Bir moved the following reſolution, which was 


agreed to without oppoſition: 


““ That it is the duty of this 


Houſe to enquire into all the cauſes that have produced this 


extraordinary meaſure.” 


He then gave notice that he ſhould move the next day for 
the appointment of a Committee t to that effe&t.—Adjourned. | 


Lift of the Minority on Mr. nA Amendment on Tueſday, Feb. ih; | 
1797, „That the Committee ſhould enquire into the — which produced the 
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HOUSE OF COMMONS. 
WEDNESDAY, MARCH I. 

NOTES FOR SMALL SUMS. | NE 
Mr. Milberforce Bird obſerved, that in conſequence of the 
preſent ſcarcity of caſh in the hands of manufacturers, oc- 


caſioned, as had been ſtated already to the Houſe, and on 
which ſome parliamentary procecdings were founded, it be- 


came neceſſary that bankers and manufacturers in the coun- 
try ſhould be enabled to iſſue out their notes, payable at ſtated 
times; without ſuch a proviſion it was impoſſible for ſuch 


| bankers and manufacturers to carry on their buſineſs for the 


preſent. There were laws now in force to prohibit the if- 


ſuing of ſmall promiſſory notes, payable otherwiſe than on 


demand. His object was to ſuſpend for a time the operation 
of ſuch law, and to allow the iſſuing of promiſſory notes for 
a limited time, as if ſuch laws were not in exiſtence. There 


could not be much inconvenience, at leaſt not as much as 
could equal the convenience of this meaſure, by allowing 
country bankers and manufacturers to iſſue theſe {mall notes, 


for they would be Known in the neighbourhood in which 
they 
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they were iſſued, and the perſons who held them could have 
no difficulty in procuring payment for them. But as the me- 
tropolis was to be conſidered in another light, and much diffi- 
culty might ariſe if the proviſions extended to it, he ſhould 
propoſe that the Bill for which he intended to move for leave 
to bring in ſhould not be extended to the cities of London and 
Weſtminſter, nor to the borough of Southwark, In the year 
1757 the legiſlature taking into conſideration the inconve- 
nience that. arofe to the lower claſs of ſociety from their being 
paid in {mall notes, payable at a future time, from the manu- 
tacturers who employed them, they being vnable, in many 
caſes, properly to underſtand them, &c. paſſed an act prohi- 
biting the iſſuing of any pr-mifforv note for leſs than 20s. pay- 
able any otherwile than upon demand, together with other 


proviſions, declaring ſuch note to be null and void, &c. 


In the 17th year of the King another act was paſſed, which, 
after reciting the beneficial effects of the former act, and ſtating 
that it did not embrace a ſufficient number of caſes, extended 
many of the proviſions of the former act to all notes payable 
otherwiſe than upon demand, and which were for leſs than 
| gl. together with other enactments, &c, It was impoſſible 
for che manufacturers and bankers in the country to carry og 
their buſineſs, under the temporary preſſure, if they were to 
comply with the proviſions of theſe two acts, and therefore he 
| moved for leave to bring in a Bill, © To iufpend, for a time to 
be limited, the operations of thoſe acts, as far as related to 
| bankers not reliding in the cities of London and ee 
and the borough of Southwark.“ 
The Speaker faid it could not be regular to move any thing 
that related to an exiſting act without reading it. 
Ihe two Adds being read, the queſtion was put upon the 
motion. 
Mr. Sheridan faid, he. deplored the neceſſity to which: we 
were driven upon the ſubject of ſpecie all over the kingdom. 
The remedy now propoſed he f-ared and believed to be ablo- _ 
lutely neceſſary. It would undoubtedly be a great evil, yet 
if omitted a greater evil might enſue; and when two evils 
preſented themſelves to view, it was of courle proper to chuſe 
the leſſer; and therefore, according to the idea he had upon 
the ſubject, not pretending to be thoroughly well acquainted 
with it, he thought that the remedy which was now propoſed 
muſt be adopted. But he could not help ſay ing a few words upon 
this matter, becauſe it appeared to him to be of vaſt import- 
ance. The honourable Gentleman ſaid that the manufac- 
turers and bankers in the country were well known in the. 
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neighbourhood in which they live, and therefore there could 


be no inconvenience in this meaſure with regard to the pay- 


ment of the notes as they became due ; but he thought the 


caſe was otherwiſe with regard to the capital, and therefore 
London, Weſtminſter, and Southwark were to be omitted in 


the Bills, according to the honourable Gentleman's intention 
at preſent. That there might be great difficulty and inconve- 


nience he had no doubt, for, moſt unhappily for this country, 
there muſt be great difficulty and inconvenience in the whole 
progreſs, and in every branch of this ſubject. But he did not 
know how it was poſſible to go on without making ſome pro- 
viſion in this reſpect for the capital as well as for the country; 
and here he hardly knew what to ſay; he was confounded 
when he looked at the probable conſequences to which the 


_ meaſure which gave birth to theſe applications might lead. 
He knew not what proviſion was made, or could be made, for 
the payment of workmen, manufacturers, tradeſmen, or 
others, even for next Saturday night. He was ſure, that if 
any meaſure was to be adopted upon the ſubject, not a mo- 


ment was to be loſt. If a poor man was to be paid by a gui- 


| nea note inſtead of a guinea, and no man would give him 
change for it without a diſcount of ſeven ſhillings, to what 


dreadful conſequences might not this lead? What would a 
poor man do with his fourteen ſhillings inſtead. of his guinea? 


What would the ſtill poorer man do, whoſe weekly wages 
amounted to no more than fourteen ſhillings ? and he believed 
the average price of weekly labour was not higher. Indeed, 


he apprehended that moſt dreadful conſequences would ſoon 
enſue from theſe things, nor did he know how the evil was to 
be averted. He mentioned theſe things, that every man in 
the Houſe ſhould inſtantly turn his thoughts to the ſubject. 
It would be dreadful, indeed, it theſe notes, inſtead of money, 
ſbould become af/izgnats, and he feared it would be ſo. 
Mr. Jaliffe alſo apprehended great danger upon this ſubject. 
Mr. Wiberforce expreſſed a hope that, as this was a matter 
of experiment, it would not be of ill conſequence. He hoped 


it would not be neceſſary to continue it long. For his own | 


part, he thought that the temporary ſuſpenſion of the ſtatutes 
in queſtion would be attended with beneficial effects. In the 
iſſuing of ſmall bank notes he thought there was great danger 


of forgery, but in the iſſuing of notes propoſed by this mea- 
ſure, there would be no danger, becauſe of their very quick 
return. e 


The Solicitor General gave an hiſtory of the two acts which 
were now propoſed to be ſuſpended, and thought, N | 
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the policy of theſe acts had been approved of for twenty years, 
and conſequently ſome might think it impruqent to ſuſpend 
that policy, yet he apprehended that, under all the circum- 
ſtances this meaſure might be ſafely adopted. 

Mr Fau/ittart approv ect of the policy of theſe acts of Parlia- 
ment, and wiſhed that the experiment of the notes might be 
tried before the acts were ſuſpended. 


he Chancellor of the Exchequer (aid, he was ackood to 


| think that the ſuſperition ot theſe acts thould be tried for a li- 
'raited time, but was by no means clear that the ſuſpenſion 


ought to be contined to the clais or places which were ſpeciſied 


in the motion. He thought the effects of the ſuſpenſion might 
be benefcial to Laden Wceſtinialter, and Southwark. He 


{hould theretore wiſh that the leave to bring in the Bill ſhould. 


be larger than the motion ho he Bill afterwards might 
be inal, as circumſtances ſhould require, and deere he 
moved, as an amendnient, $* That the CEE priai ſhould be 
left out.” | 
Mr. Hilber one Bird readily aſented to the amendment. 
Mr. Fcx ſaid, he had no objection to the amendment. He 
| thought that the order for bringing in the Bill ſhould be as 


wide as poſſible, in order that afterwards the proviſions of it 
might be regulated as ir ſhould appear to be neceilary. But 


he could not help oblerving, that in contemplating the evil 


which was now only beginning to be felt, it was impoſſible 


to foreſee to what inconveniences and diſtreſſes it might 


lead, or to what meaſures Parliament might be driven. He 


foreſaw, however, great inconveniencies in iſſuing theſe Bills, 
particularly in the metropolis, where the muliiplicity of 


buſineſs was ſo great; he feared there would be much con- 


fuſion in conſequence of this. He deplored the ignorance 


of the lower claſles of werking people. He felt how dif- 
flicult it was to make them underitand any proviſion of ſuch 


an act of Parliament as this. He lamented that ſuch a maſs 
of people ſhould be unable to read the accounts of the debates 
of the Houſe. He feared that great advantages would be 


taken of the ignorance of this multitude of perſons, and great 
fraud and miſchief would enſue. He ſaid this rather to call 
on gentlemen: to try whether any other and better remedy. 
could not be found than that which was now propoſed, and 
it was with the view of ſomething elſe being done that he 
agreed to the amendment, becauſe it made the leave of the. 


Houſe larger as to what might be hereafter propoſed. 


The motion was then put in the following torm. ig That 
3 0 leave 
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leave be given to bring in a Bill to ſuſpend, for a time to be 
limited, the operation of the ſaid acts. Granted. 


Mr. C:ke (of Norfolk) ſaid, he could not fit in that Houſe 
and obſerve .that ſuch a motion as this was made, without 


alluding to the conduct of Miniſters. He thought it cri- 


minal in Miniſters to neglect giving to all manufacturing 


_ towns proper notice of the neceſſity which had given riſe 


to the meaſures which the Parliament was now purſuing. 
He felt, as he thought every honeſt man ſhould feel, upon 


the conduct of the Chancellor of the Exchequer. He in- 
deed had found no reaſon to approve of any part of his ge- 


neral political conduct ſince the year 1784, nor of thoſe 


who had lately leagued with him, but who were formerly 


among the warmeſt of his opponents. That however was 
foreign to the matter which was now before the Houſe, 


and therefore he would not purſue it. He complained now 


of the criminal negligence of the Miniſter, the miſchief of 


which was incalculable. He could not help obſerving to the 
Houſe, becauſe he knew and felt for the ſituation of Nor- 


wich. A proclamation, with which we were all now too 


well acquainted, came out on Monday morning at ten 
o'clock, by which all the gold in the Bank was ſtopt. He 
wiſhed to know how the manufacturers and bankers of Nor- 
wich were to provide en Saturday night for the payment of 
all theſe ſums which have always hitherto been paid in caſh. 


It was ſtated, and he hoped truly, that this diſtreſs would be 


of ſhort duration, for he could have no wiſhes that they had 
not for their object the proſperity of this country; but 
wiſhes were of no avail againſt calamity. He deſired to 


know where and how the bankers and manufacturers of 


that great city where to have a guinea to pay thoſe demands 
that had always hitherto been paid in caſh? What he com- 
plained of was, that the Miniſter did not communicate to 
Norwich his intention of bringing forward the meaſure 

which was now in Parliament. The evils to which that 

town was Expoſed, as well as he would dare ſay many others, 
but of this he knew, were ſuch as to lead to miſchief, the 
extent of which no human being could foreſee, but which 


every good man muſt apprehend with ſorrow. 


Mr. William Smith ſaid, that every word that had yet been 
uttered upon this ſubject ſhewed the propriety of a full in- 
veſtigation into the cauſes of the calamity, which not only 
threatened this country, but which it now began to feel. He 
role at | Preſent to allude to a pow which had juſt been men- 
— | tioned, | 
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tioned. He held in his hand a letter from the Bank at Bath, 

by which it appeared that they had come to a reſolution to 
ſuſpend payment in ſpecie until Parliament ſhall have made 


provilion upon the matter. But the letter further ſtated, 


that they would be utterly incapable of adhering to that re- 
ſolution ; for it ſlated that, if they do not part with ſpecie 


on Saturday next, the labourers cannot be paid. The con- 
_ cluſion of the ſentence in the letter was in theſe words - But, 
my good friend, we muſt part with our ſpecie, or the la- | 
bourers cannot be paid; they will not take paper” In 
what manner, he would aſk, could they be paid? The 


letter was not an angry one; It was written with good 
ſenſe, and as good temper as any letter could be written 


under ſuch circumſtances ; but it appeared plainly by that 


letter, that they muſt part with their ſpecie, or throw the 


country around them into the utmoſt confuſion. What mea- 
ſure was to be taken he did not know. He mentioned this 


for the information of the Houſe. The ſame evil that ex- 
iſted at Bath, he was perſuaded, exiſted at Norwich, as well 


as at many other places. This matter called for the beſt 


confideration which the Houle could give it, and could never 


be provided for before a ſtrict enquiry ſhould be had upon 
the cauſes which have led to this alarming evil. He under- 
ſtood that it was for the very purpoſe of being able to pay 
the colliers and manufacturers in ſpecie that the Newcaſtle _ 


Bank ſtopt. The meaſure which was now before the Houſe 
would prevent even that. The conſequence of all this he 


was afraid to think of. 


| BANK NOTES FOR SMALL SUMS. 
The Chancellor of the Exchequer moved the order of the 
day upon the bill to ſuſpend the law for preventing the Bank 


iſſuing notes under 51. which was, that it be read a ſecond 
time. | 


Mr. Grey cblerved; that theſe bills under 5. were to be 


payable to the bearer on demand. 


Mr. Speaker obſerved that theſe words were nov in the 


breviate. 


Mr. Gre faid that the bills were to be . to bearer 


on demand. He wiſhed to know how 8a contradiction that 


would appear in the proceedings of the Houſe was to be re- 


cConciled: for by the bill now before the Houſe theſe notes 
were to be payable on demand; whereas the other regulation 
called upon the Bank not pay in ſpecie whatever until Par- 
liament ſhall make further proviſion, 
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The Chancellor of the Exchequer faid. it was natural to put 
into the notes the ſame words as were cuſtomarily uſed but 
the meaſure that was to follow would attach on theſe as Well 


as on any other Bank notes. 


Mr. Fox requeited gentlemen would only conſider, how 
they were adding every circumſtance that could r-nd to make 
the dangers and difficulties under which the country laboured, 
more complex and iniurmountable. An order, laid he, iſſues 
from council, not legally binding on the Bank, to iſſue paper 
inſtead of caſh, In ihe interim Parliament is about tc give the 
ſanction of its authority to the Bank, to iſſue bills pavanlc on 


demand; and this before the Bill for confirming the Q ver of 
Council could be paſſed. The individua! inks he has the 


faith of the Bank, and gets the bill: the Bunk retu les to Pay in 


ſpecie; he brings his action, and he muſt receflarily ſucceed at 
law, unleſs the Parliament makes a reirolpective act to cover 
the Bank. He doubted which was worſe, this or the confe- _ 
quences that might ariſe from a want of the meaſure. He chere- 


fore wiſhed ſome other mode could be adopted: 
Mr. Brugge contended, that the objections which had been 
ids were not ſubltzntial; but founded on a mere minute cri- 


| tical form of words. When the bills were iſſued, payable"on 
demand, they were iſſued with ample knowledge on the part 
of the holder, that the payment was not to be made in caſh— 


who would take them, not becauſe they were inſtantly conver- 
tible into caſh, but becauſe he had confidence in the perſon 
that paſled it, that he would pay it—at the ſame time that 


payment muſt not be in caſh, but in renewal of the bill. It 


was, in fact, a kind of confidential medium. Parliament, by 


this Bill, did not force, but enable the Bank to deliver thoſe 


bi!ls, fo that it could not even, in ſtrict form of words, be ſaid, 
to contradict the other meaſure. It could not be conſidered a 


deception : for the country knew what the Parliament meant. 


Mr. Fox would not agree that it was at all minute criticiſm 
to point out to Parliament, that they were about to paſs twWoõ 


acts, the enforcing of one of which mult neceſſarily conſtitute 
5 Reach of the other. It was, he inſiſted, an actual deliberate 


breach of faith in Parliament. 
Mr. Bragge explained. 
Mr. Sheridan ſaid, that the Houſe Goals e on 


what principles it gave its conſent to this meaſure. If theſe 


Bank notes contained the words “ payable on demand ;” and 
if the Bank at the ſame time was to be prohibited from paying, 


there muſt be a law to enforce ſuch prohibition ; ſo that in 


that caſe there would be two laws, one of which'was to be 
paſſed 
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paſſed for the purpoſe of prohibiting the execution of the other- 
The proper remedy ſhould be, that theſe bills were not to be 
payable till the expiration of a certain time. In that caſe they 
would hear a diſcount, which would be a meaſure preferable to 
that of the Bank giving a pledge to the public which it muſt 
break through. 
The Solicitor General ſaid, that labourers or manufacturers 
would not be compelled to take notes in payment. Thoſe 
who ſhould take notes, muſt take them with a knowledge of 
all the circumſtances attending them; therefore no breach of 
faith could take place in refard to thoſe perſons ſo receiving 
them. But if thoſe notes were to be modified in the manner 
recommended by the honourable Ge entleman, they would no 
longer be on a par with other Bank notes. It was better then 
to iſſue them in the manner and form in which notes had 
uſually been iſſued, than in any new form, which might be 
productive of great inconvenience. *. 
After a few words from Mr. E Yard the Houſe reſolved itſelf 
into a Committee: 1 operation of the B. II to commence 
from the 2d of March, 
After which the Bill was read a ſcond a; and com- 
mitted. | 
The Bill was ; afterwards gone through, and reported: 5 
The Chancellor of the Exchequer then ſu \ggeſted to the Houſe, 
whether it would not be deſirable to wait till the next day, 
with a view to receive any further inſtructions, or whether 
they ſhould that night proceed to the third raging of the Bill 
for the ſake of diſpatch. | 
Mr. Tierney propoſed a queſtion, whether, if he ſhould go 
to a ſhop to buy goods to the amount of five ſhillings, and of- 
ter one of theſe twenty ſhilling notes, he ſhould be put in fuch 
a ſituation as to receive the goods and fifteen ſhillings in 
change? On the anſwer the right honourable Gentleman 
thould make to this queſtion would depend whether he ſhould _ 
be induced to take the notes. If the notes were not placed on 
this footing, and fome ſubſtantial fund provided for the pur- 
poſe, they could only tend to produce diſputes between him 
and his tradeſmen, and afford an opportunity for a moſt per- 
nicious ſpecies of jobbing and ſpeculation. '. 
The Chancellor of the Exchequer ſaid, that it was his wiſh to 
give the utmoſt facility to theſe chbaſures. which had been 
taken from the preſſure of unavoidable neceſſity. But it would 
be recolle&ed that the only point in debate had ariſen from the 
coircumſtance, that theſe notes would fall under the fame pro- 
 hibition with reſpect to the iſſue of ſpecie, which at preſent 
Vor. II. 7975 . applied 
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-applicd to notes already in circulation. Whether it might be 
expedient to admit any qualifications to this prohibition in par- 

ticular caſes would be matter of future diſcuſſion. In the 

mean time, all the notes would reſt on the ſame footing—the 
ſtrong conviction entertained of the Tony of the body by 
whom they were iſſued. _ 

Mr. T.erney thanked the Miniſter for his interne that 
he ſhould not be able to get twenty ſhillings tor a twenty ſhil- 
ling note. | 

'The Chancellor of the Exchequer degged that the information 
might relt upon the terms of his own explanation, and not 
upon any comment of the honourable Gentleman. 

Mr. Foæ ſaid, that he would not oppoſe this Bil, pot re- 
ſerve to himſelf, whether he would afterwards give his vote for 
repealing or confirming the Order of Council, prohibiting the 
Bank to iſſue ſpecie. His honourable friend aſked, where he 
ſhould get change for his twenty ſhilling note? He had no 
heſitation to anſwer, at the Bank, otherwiſe the Directors 
were liable to an action for the amount. But he ſhould at 
preſent wave this diſcuſſion, as he did not conceive that the 
queſtion belonged to the preſent ſtage of the /uſineſs. 

ORDER OF COUNCIL. 

The order of the day being read for a. Motion for Enquiry 
into the Cauſes of the Or der of Council prohibiting the Bans. 
to iſſue ſpecie ; | 

Mr. Fox ſai „in riſin g Wake a motion for Reer in pur- 
ſuance of a notice | gave laſt night, | do affure the Houle, 
that any perfon who thinks me diſpoſed to indulge in petty ca- 
vils, or to enter into minute and verbal criticiſms, is very 
ignorant ot the ſtete of my mind on the preſent occaſion. | 
feel that the preſent crilis is the moſt important that ever oc- 
curred in the hiſtory of this country; and, I ſolemnly declare, 
that my opinio n with reſpect to the chance of the future pro- 
ſperity of this iſland is more changed within theſe forty-eight _ 

hare man I could poſitbly have conceived at any former pe- 
riod. If there is any man, who at this moment is diſpoſed to 
indulge in petty cavils, or enter into verbal criticiſms on the 
ſtate of affaire, he muſt feel but little regard for the welfare of 
the country, or mult feel leſs ferioufly than 1 do, with reſpect 
to the lituation of calamity into which we have fallen. So 
ſtrong is the impreſſion on my mind, that I, on the contrary, 
am apprehenſive leſt 1 ſhould be tedious to the Houle, frum 
the ſerious tone | feel myſelf compelled to aſſume, and my 

. anxiety to impreſs upon thoſe who hear me the magnitude of 

the criſis, and the importance of the Au they are called to 
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ciſcharge to the country. The principal object of debate hi- 
therto has been, how far we ought to enter into an enquiry 
reſpecting the circumſtances which refer to this new ſituation 


of affairs? A motion for the appointment of a Committee of 


Enquiry has been made and adopted. To this motion 1 only 
objected, that it did not make proviſion that the powers of this 


Committee ſhould be ſufficiently widely extended to meet all 


thoſe objects of enquiry which the neceſlity of the time tags... 
gelted. [| ſhall very likely again be told, that I am getting 


into verbal criticiſms. But this is not a moment at which |. 
ſhould feel myſelf juſtified to decline any duty in order to 
avoid any petty objections. The object of the Committee, 
which has been moved for, beſides enquiring into the ſtate of 
the Bank, which ] put out of the queſt:on, is to exaniine into 
the neceſhty of confirming and continuing the Order of Coun- 


cil. 1 conceive the duty afligned to this Committee to be far 
too narrow ; they are not empowered to enquire into the cauſes 


which produced the neceſſity, nor even into the actual ex- 


iſtence of the neceſſity, on which the Order of Council 
is ſaid to have been founded; but only into the neceſſity of 


confirming and continuing that Order. Now there may be 


ſome who are of opinion that no previous neceſſity exiſted to 


| Juſtify the publication of that Order. But, after the Order 
has been once iſſued, however rathly or improvidently, it may 
have become matter of abſolute neceſſity to continue and con- 


firm it. In conſequence of the meature adopted by Council, 


the ſituation of things may now be fuch, that, even before we 


examine into the neceſſity that produced the Order, it may be 
dangerous to ſuſpend its operation. There were many Gen- 
tiemen who were laſt night of opinion, that the conſideration 


of the exiſting neceſſity was fo entirely ſeparate from the in- 
veſtigation of the cauſcs that had produced it, and of fo much 


greater urgency; that it. ought to be allowed the preference 
with reſpect to priority of diſcuſſion. I can by no means 


agree that theſe are two objects of confideration entirely ſepa- 


rate; but it was not attempted to be denied by any Gentleman, 
that it was the duty of this Houle to enquire into the cauſes 
that produced the neceſſity. On the contrary, it was gene- 
rally felt to be an indiſpenſible duty to undertake this enquiry, 


_ and it is only neceſſary for me to refer to the unanimous reſo— 


lution paſied for this purpoſe ; but though there are none who 


deny the propriety ot. inveſtigation, there are ſome who poll - 


bly may object to the fitneſs of the time at which it is attempt- 


ed to be brought forward. The more | have turned my nnd 


to conſider the point, the more firmly am I convinced that an 
Faquiryy Juch as I now propole,: ca mot be delayed without 
5 5 2 i danger. 


j 
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danger. If it be the opinion of the Committee, that the Or- 
der of Council ſhould he confirmed and continued, and the 
neceſſity for this reſolution has ariſen merely from the fact 
that ſuch an Order has been iſſued, then might we hope that 
this unprecedented ſituation of calamity might be of ſhorter 
continuance; but if the Order of Council was called for by 
the exigence of the day, if it has indeed ariſen from the preſſure 
of ſtrong and irreſiſtible circumſtances, ſo long as we remain 
ignorant of the cauſes which have led to this dreadful ſituation, 
we can only apply temporary palliatives for the evil, and by 
no means adopt any proper or efficient remedy for the embar- 
raſſed {tate of the country. If it has ariſen from the improvi- 
dence of financial arrangements, and from an enormous and 
unprincipled ſyſtem of public expendirure, then the remedy 1s 
certain; but if, on the other hand, what I moſt ſincerely de- 
precate, (for it is better that individuals ſhould be guilty, than 
that tle country ſhould be ruined) it has indeed ariſen from a 
real ſtate of financial and commercial embarraſſment, which 
from unavoidable cauſes has been progreſſively going on, and 
has now arrived at that deſperate pitch, that the meaſure 
adopted by the Council could no longer be deferred, then, 
though the proſpect be melancholy for the country, indivi- 
quals muſt be acquitted from any ſhare of criminality, In 
this latter caſe, it will be incumbent upon the country to con- 
ider the whole ſtate of its policy, to review the ſy ſtem which 

has been purſucd for many years, and to adopt a very different 
ſyſtem for its future proceedings. It will then be neceſſary 
that the whole conduct of this Houſe, and the whole principle 

of legiſlation, ſhould aſſume a different form. If this unex- 
ampled diſtreſs has proceeded from neglect or abule, from the 
careleſſneſs of thoſe who ſhould have guarded againſt encroach- 
ment, and the criminality of thoſe at the head of affairs, we 
muſt then, for a remedy, recur to our former principles, and 
endeavour to reſtore the vigilant policy and the pure adminif- 
tration of foriner periods ; dut if this calamity ariſe from the 


magnitude of the national debt, and from the rapid degree in 


which it has increaſed above the means of the country, we 
muſt then adopt a principle of conduct accoinmodated to this 
new ſituation of our affairs. Theſe are queſtions that do not 
admit of delay; ; they call for immediate and ſerious diſcuſſion; 
ſuch is my conviction of the importance of the eriſis, that l 
am perſuaded that by the meaſures that ſhall be adopted within 
theſe three weeks, the fate of the country muſt be decided. 
In one caſe it will only be neceſſary to reform thoſe abuſes 
which have been lufercd 10 rep in by e till they have 

Produced 
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produced this enormous degree of miſchief. In the other 
it wiel be neceſſary to reſort to a new ſyſtem, and to make 

roviſion for an evil of ſuch magnitude, as it is ſcarcely 
ry to contemplate with equanimity. In either caſe it 
is important to inſtitute an immediate enquiry, in order that 


we may be qualified to our e and adopt meaſures ſui- 


table to the criſis. | 
It is now my intention to move for a Committee of Ka 
quiry tor the purpoſes 1 have mentioned. Probably a Com- 
mittee of the whole Houſe will not in this initance be deemed 
eligible. In my opinion, indeed, the more public the en- 
quiry, the better will it anſwer the object for which it is 
intended. There are, perhaps, ſome circumſtances con- 


_ nected with the inveſtigation, which might not be deemed 


proper to be generally divulged, I do not, however, mean to 
propoſe that the Committee ſhould be choſen by ballot, but 
that the members who ſhall be appointed to compole it be 
named in this Houſe. There are certainly ſeveral inſtances 
of Committees having been choſen nominally on ſimilar oc- 
caſions.— But, in the preſent initance, I do not reſt on the 
authority of a few precedents, but on a circumſtance, which 
appears to me to carry ſome weight with a view to the in- 


veſtigation I have now propoſed. An opinion has certainly 


gone abroad in the country that a great majority of the Houſe 
of Commons repoſe an unlimited confidence in the preſent 
Miniſters. I do not ſay that ſuch a ſuſpicion is well found- 
ed, but it is undoubtedly generally prevalent If ſuch be 
the ſurmiſe that a great majority of this Houſe have ſo ſtrong 
a partiality tor Miniſters, and ſhew an uniform diſpoſition 
to delegate to them their duties and their conſciences, in 


order to counteract this ſuſpicion, it is better that the mem 
bers of this Committee ſhould be openly named in the Houſe, 


than appointed by the influence of a ballot. If it be thought 


neceſſary, let it be debated whether the members who are 


named are proper perſons to ſit on the Committee A 


point of this ſort has been debated in a former inſtance, and 


has even occaſioned a diviſion. If it be the opinion of Mi- 


niſters that their friends only ſhould be members of the Com- 
mittee, let them expreſs that opinion by vote, and not regu- 
late the appointment by the influence of ballot. We ſhall 
then be able to judge from the proceedings in this Houſe, 
and according to the names that we ſhall find to be adopted 


or rejected, what expectation we may form from the deciſion 
of che Committec. Mr. Fe ox then moved, « That a Coma 
mitteg 
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mittee be appointed to enquire into the cauſes which have 
produced the Order of Council.“ 

General Malpole role to ſecond the motion. 


He ſaid, the 


beſt way in his opinion to reſtore public credit was to give 


confidence to the people, which could only be by a removal 
of thoſe Miniſters whole ruinous and ill concerted ſchemes 
had been the cauſe of the preſent embarraſſments. The 
Order of Council was ſaid to have been iſſued upon the 
exigencics created by an extravagant and ill-founded alarm, 
It was of importance to enquire, then, who were the au- 


thors of this alarm, and this would require but little reſearch _ 


to aſcertain; for who did not know that it had buen created 
by Miniſters themſelves? He recolleQed, though he was not 


| preſent. at the debate, that when the Chancatior of the Exche- 
quer came to the Houſe demanding additional aid to the Em- 


peror, he ſtated that he had poſitive information that the 


enemy meditated an invaſion of ſome part of his Majeſty's 5 


dominions. What was ſtill more ſtrange, this proclama- 
tion, iſſued upon an occaſion to which alarm had given riſe, 
was ſigned by the greateſt alarmiſts in the kingdom, the Lord 


Chancellor, the Secretary of State, the firſt Lord of the Ad- 


miralty, Lord Fitzwilliam No, he aſked his pardon, Lord 


Fitzwilliam alone had acted conſiſtently with his principles. 
Neither did he ſee the name of his right honourable friend, 


the Secretary at war, and he believed that he had kept back: 
becauſe he was afhamed of its contents. He hoped that 


this was but a prelude to his right honourable friend again 


coming over to that ſide of the Houſe, which, when he did, 
he ſhould ſet as high a value upon his political, as he now 
did upon his private friendſhip. There was one argument 


for the Committee propoſed by Mr. Fox which appeared to 


him to be unanſwerable, it was that in the tranſaction there 
were too parties, the Bank and Adminiſtration. It was 
agreed on all hands that no blame attached to the Bank; 
it followed of courſe, therefore, that it muſt lie with the 
Miniſters. Upon this ground, as well as upon thoſe which 
had been ſo ably ſtated by Mr. F ox, he ee the motion 


for a Committee. 


The Chancellor of the Exchequer ſaid that in the view he 


meant to take of the ſubject, he did not find it neceſſary to 
advert much to the topics which had been touched upon by 
the hon. and gallant officer who ſpoke laſt, becauſe he did 


not conſider them as immediately relevant to the preſent ſtate 


. pet the queſtion One of his arguments! he had founded upon 


, M8 
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the Order in Council, and with an air of ſeriouſneſs and ſur- 


priſe, he affects to wonder at its having been ſigned by thoſe 
who had profeſſed alarm. He knew. that the name of alarm- 
iſt was given to a certain claſs of perſons as a title of ridi- 


cule, and the hon. Gentleman in his ſpeech ſeemed to reaſon 
upon that interpretation of the term. He did not apprehend, 


however, that there was any inconſiſtency in perſons profeſ- 
ſing alarm on juſt and proper grounds, and their endeavour- 
ing to repreſs it in others, when it was carried to an extra- 
vagant and dangerous length. The hon. General ſaid that 
he recollected what was ſaid by the Chancellor of the Ex- 
chequer, in a debate upon a queſtion of granting pecuniary 


aid to the Emperor. The hon- General was aware of the 


informality of appealing to what was ſaid on a former de- 
bate, and therefore he ſaved the forms of the Houſe, by re- 
collecting what was ſaid when he was not preſent. The 
fact was, that he had ſaid that his Majeſty's Miniſters were 


in poſſeſſion of ſuch information as led them to conclude the 
enemy meditated an invaſion of ſome part of his Majeſty's 


dominions, and in conſequence of this information, Govern- _ 


ment had been active in making preparations for the defence 
of the kingdom. If theſe preparations which were making 
in quarters where danger was moſt to be apprehended, ex- 


Citited a falſe and fooliſh alarm in parts of the country which 


no danger threatened, it became the duty of Government to 
take ſome meaſures to counteract the conſequences which 
were likely to reſult from the alarm, nor did he ſee any in- 


conſiſtency in thoſe who ſounded alarm in the one caſe re- 
preſling it in the other. So much for the arguments of the 

honourable General. With regard to the queſtion immedi- 

ately before the Houſe, ſo tar as he had been able to collect 
the ſentiments of Gentlemen from the debate of the preced- 
ing night, there ſeemed to be a greater difference of opinion 
reſpecting the cauſes which gave riſe to the difficulties, 
than about the duty of initituting an enquiry into theſe 
cauſes, Accordingly the Houſe had the preceding night re- 


ſolved to enter into that enquiry; a reſolution which he too 


much reſpected to oppoſe its being carried into effect. He 
diſclaimed all idea of the power of the Committee which had 
juſt been balloted for to enquire into the neceſſity of the 


meaſure and the expediency of continuing it, to be ſo nar- 


row and limited as to preclude them from inſtituting an en- 


quiry into the exiſtence of the neceſſity. This enquiry na- 
turally preceded the other, viz. the neceflity of providing 
for the continuance of the remedy which had been applied ; 


but 
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but the next point was the cauſes in which the neceſſity ori- 
ginated. It was laſt night declared to be the ſenſe of the 


_ Houſe that theſe cauſes ſhould be enquired into by a Com- 


mittee, and now the hon. Gentleman moved that both enqui- 
ries ſhould go on at the ſame time in ſeparate Committees. 
He had no heſitation in delivering it as his opinion, that both 


_ enquiries ſhould be gone through ſucceſſively by the fame 


Committee. For what advantage could be gained from a 
different mode of proceeding? Could any advantage. be 


gained in point of time? Both enquiries were to proceed op- 


on the ſame documents. The fame papers would be re- 
quired, and the ſame perſons ſummoned for examination. 
But how could theſe papers be produced, and theſe perſons 


attend before both the Committees at the ſame time? Ir was 
impoſſible, and if no time could be gained by it, what ob- 
jections could there be to referring both enquiries to the fame 


Committee, a Committee to whom no objections could be 
ſtarted, ſince their names were not yet known (a loud cry of 
hear | hear ! from the oppoſite fide of the Houſe), at leaſt 


' whoſe names were not yet before the Houſe. But it was 


argued by the right hon. Gentleman (Mr. Fox) that the 


Committee ought to be publicly appointed, and the different 


names who were to compoſe it ſubmitted to diſcuſſion, He 
really found it difficult to ſpeak upon this part of the ſubject 


conſiſtently with the orders of the Houſe. In his opinion, 
to diſcuſs the names of a Committee, who neceſſa lily muſt 
differ in their political ſentiments, and who were to be ap- 


pointed to try a political queſtion, it would be much more 
decent and becoming the dignity of the Houſe to avoid. In 
any diſcuſſion of that ſort, it was not only improper but un- 
parliamentary to diſcuſs whether Gentlemen were attached 


to one ſide of the Houſe or the other. If a number of Gen- 


tlemen conſcientiouſly and from a regard to duty, were in 


the habits of acting with Miniſters, and if a number of other 
Gentlemen, he was bound to ſay in candour, conſcientiouſly 


and ſyſtematically oppoſed the meaſures of Miniſters con- 

trary to the opinion of a majority of the Houſe, no perſon _ 
was entitled to ſay who was right and who was wrong. All 
he contended for was, that there was no reaſon why a mino- 


rity, who oppoſe the Government, ſhould have more weight 
in a Committee than the majority who ſupport the Govern- 


ment. It was preſumptuous in any minority to pretend ex- 


cluſively to integrity, and it would be abſurd in the country 


to diſtruſt the majority merely becauſe they acted with Mi- 


Sintern. Though he had no objection to an enquiry, there- 
fore 
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fore he would not conſent to any Committee, but one ap- 
pointed by ballot, Any other mode of enquiry would be by 


referees and arbitrators, rather than by a Committee of the 
Houſe of Commons fairly and regularly choſen. "The en- 
quiry might either procecd upon a reſolution of the Houſe 
immediately paſſed for that purpoſe, or an ulterior inſtruction 
might be given to the Committee after they had gone through 


the firſt enquiry. At all events, he ſhould oppole the motion 
for a ſeparate Committee. 


Mr. Sheridan ſaid, he was never more e ſurpriſed clan by 


the conduct of the right hon, Gentleman oppoſite, that even- 


ing, and he requeſted every Gentleman to bear witneſs — 
as an argument againſt his right hon. Fricnd, he had. been 


_ perſuading him to adopt that very meaſure, whick he (Mr. 
Sheridan) had laſt night recommended, and which the Mi- 


niſter then vehemently oppoſed, as productive of endleſs 
enquiry, and unneceſſary and d -ngerous delay. {A violent cry 


of hear! hear ! hear ! He was ſure from the manner in which 
this ſimple obſervation was received by the Houle, that they 
felt the full force of the Miniſter's tergiverſation, and that 
they were convinced he had now preciſely recommended the 
very meaſure he fo lately diſapproved. (The cry of hear, 
hear, was loudly repeated, and an hon. Member was called | 


to order for applauding with his hands.) —_ 
The Speater informed the Houſe, that he had not been in- 


attentive to the irregularity and indecency of conduct in the 
right honourable Member, and ſnould have certainly felt it 
a point of duty to have called him to order, if he had not 


deen e ee He now, however, begged leave to ac 
quaint the 


ouſe, that the call to order was perfectly right, 
and that ſuch conduct could not conſiſtently with the rules 


and orders of the Houſe, be repeated without Incurring its 
cedgnſure. 


Mr. Sheridan proceeded. He admitted that ſuch . 
our was wholly indefenſible and unjuſtifiable, but thought it 


was not very ſurpriſing that ſome Gentlemen ſhould be a 
little forgetful of form on ſuch a wonderful occafion. To 
return, however, to the obſervations he was about to make, 
he remarked, that the right hon. Gentleman had expreſſed 
 himiſeH on behalf of the "dignity of the Houſe with a tone 


and warmth of temper in which he unfortunately found he 


had not the ability to retort. | Mr. Sheridan laboured under 
the effects of a ſevere cold and hoarſenefs.| It was well, how- 


ever, that the right hon. Gentleman did make uſe of that 
r! II. F797: ws tone 
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tone and warmth of temper to give ſtrength to his argu- 


ments; for there was ſomething fo barren in the matter as 


rendered it abſolutely necefſary. The right hon. Gentleman 
had obſeryed that he had a number of precedents in his 


_ favour, for the appointment of a Committee of Enquiry by 
| ballot, and that ſuch a mode of appointment had been intro- 
duced by our anceſtors as the moſt equitable and impartial. 
That was indiſputable, he confeſſed; but he wiſhed the 
Houſe to decide, whether a number of good rules and prece- 


dents was not abuſed, and made a vehicle of fraud and im- 


_ Poſture. The right hon. gentleman treated the propoſition _ 
of naming a Committee as prepoſterous at this time, but if 


the right hon. Gentleman would be pleaſed to recollect, 
there was a time when, in conſequence of the unfortunate 


ſituation of affairs (alluding to the time of introducing the 


Regency bill), h right hon. Gentleman himſelf propoſed a 


Committee of Enquiry by nomination, for which he pro- 
poſed that one m mber ſhould be named by himſelf, and an- 


other member by another perſon on the oppoſite ſide of the 
Houſe, alternately, until the whole Committee ſhould be 


' nominated, and in conſequence of a difference of opinion 


upon that mode of proceeding, a diviſion took place, which, 


to the beit of his recollection, was either 76 or 98 in ſupport 
of it. Why then did he adopt this mode of appointment at 
that time and refuſe it now? The reaſon for the change was 
nice in the extreme, becauſe it was convenient to prejudice 


and party feeling. The appointment of a Committee by 
ballot had grown into difrepute, on account of the known 
fact, that the Miniſter named all the members, and the no- 


torzety of this juggle at that awful crifis, rendered it expe- 
dient to accommodate the appearance of affairs to public 


prejudice. On a great queſtion of revenue, when a Com- 


mittee by ballot was appointed, he (Mr. Sheridan) produced | 
2 liſt of names influenced by Government, and it afterwards 


appeared that the 15 names which he produced were actually 


choſen. After ſuch a notorious demonſtration of colluſion, 
he ſubmitted to the Houſe whether any perſon there, or out 
of doors, could for æ moment believe the appointment of a2 
Committee by ballot equitable and impartial ? But the right 


hon. Gentleman had ſaid that the names of the Committee 
now appointed were not yet known, and therefore no perſon 


could yet ſay how far a truſt qught or- ought not to be re- 


poſed. Was the right hon. Gentleman ſure their names 


were not known? What would he ſay now if the name of 
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every perſon ſhould be read before the report was made? So 
notorious was the fact, that Government had previouſly 
choſen every member, that "Treaſury lifts had been ſhewn 
in the lobby, and people had turned away with diſguſt from 
the proceedings. If the practice were ſuch, the publicity 
of it ought to induce the Houſe not only to“ reform it alto- 
| gether,” but adopt ſome other mode of proceeding, which 
might at leaſt aſſume the colour of impartiality. He did not 
wiſh to treat this ſubject with any falſe or exaggerated ſtate- 
ments, and if he mentioned it flightly, he ſhould deſerve 
blame. He ſhould, therefore, proceed immediately to ſup- 
port what he had ſtated, by reading the liſt of names ap- 
pointed for this Committee by the ballot, and if the report 
ſhould eventually ſhew, that all or the greater part of the 
perſons thereby named, were actually appointed, he hoped 
the Houſe would give him ſome credit tor aſſerting the ne- 
ceſſity of another mode. The names he was ready to allow, 
were very reſpectable, becauſe the Treaſury influence which 
dictated them, made it a part of its fineſſe to have a packed 
Jury ſomewhat creditable, leſt the abuſe thould be too glar- | 
ing, and fail in its deception, 
MI. Sheridan then read the names on his liſt as follows : 
Sir John Scott—a very reſpectable name. 
Iſeac Hawkins Browne, Eſq.—a very proper at.” 


Charles Bragge, Eſq.—He will entertain the Committee 
with critical remarks. 


John William Anderſon, Eſq. 
John Fane, Eſq 
Thomas Grenville, Eſq. 
William Wilberforce, Eſq. 
Charles Grey, Eſq. —very proper indeed. 
Sir John Mitford. | 
William Huſſey, Eſq. 78 
William Wilberforce Bird, Eig. | 
William Plumer, Eſq. 1 ne 
Thomas Powis, Eſq. 
John Blackburne, Eſq. 
Thomas Berney Bramſton, Eſq. 
All very reſpectable ee Ba | nd 
He muſt obſerve, however, that in this lit Miniſters had 
not preſerved the rules of proportion, for his ſide of the 
Houſe were entitled to have five and a fraction. He did 
not charge the Chancellor of the Exchequer with making 
out the liſt himſelf. Mr. Sheridan ſaid, I ſes the honoura- 
ble Gentleman oppolile (Mr. Dundas) | ſmile, as if he 
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would ſay, No, my honourable friend, in the innocence 


of his heart, never fuſpected ſuch a thing, but there are 
plenty around perfectly competent to the taſk. With reſ- 
pett to the queſtion itſelf, he was perfectly indifferent whe- 
ther an enquiry was inſtituted or not, if another Committee 


Was not appointed. An honourable General had endeavour- 
ed to account for the Secretary at War not ſigning the Order 
of Council; he believed that it procecded from the reflec- 


tions it contained againſt the alarmiſts, for he was ſo 


rooted an alarmiſt himſelf, that he was ſure he could 


not believe that any of his tribe could act in a man- 


ner worthy of reprehenſion. He begged pardon of the 
Houſe for being jocular on ſo grave a ſubjeR, but even 
amidſt the dect of public credit, and on the brink of the 


country's ruin, it was impoſſible not to laugh at the jug- 


gling tricks and miſerable ſhifts to which Miniſters had : 


recourte to ſereen themſelves from puniſhment. 
The Secretary at War aid, that upon the preſent occa 


fron the honourable Gentleman: who had juſt fat down, 


had reſorted to that expedient which it was the cuſtom 
on all queſtions to introduce, that artifice which he ſo fre- 


ently diſplayed in order to diſparage and to degrade the 
Houle, he now -attempted to employ. The object he had 


in view, however, was too obvious to eſcape detection. He 
eagerly ſeized upon practices, which, in reality, required no 


dilguile, becauſe they contained nothing improper ; he aſ- ; 


ſumed that corruption was the motive which muſt produce 
every meaſure ; he took the guilt for granted, and then fought 


the matter of fact, in oder to prove that the Houſe was cor- 
rupt, and to reduce Parliament in the eſtimation of the 
public. He thinks he has proved his caſe when he has ſhown 
that the men who are to form the Committee are influenced 
by the opinions of thoſe wi h whom they have been accuſ- 


tomed to act. Such repreſentations as theſe, however, could 


not paſs with any man of underſtanding What foppery 


was it to adduce this as a charge of corruption, when it 
was ſo weil known that the ſame thing prevailed upon the 


other ſide. Why were not the opinions of thoſe whoſe con- 


duct they generally approved to have the ſame weight with 
members upon one fide of the Rouſe as well as upon the 


other; ? The cant of ſopcrior purity, and the charge of cor- 


ruption, was the manner in which the minority had com- 
monly thought proper to re. venge themſelves on the majority. 

This was the cant by which they endeavoured to impoſe upon 
the: public. The fame charge might be a to thoſe 
1 ho 
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who compoſed the minority, becauſe they were guided by 
the direction of the right honourable Gentleman oppoſite 
(Mr. Fox), a circumſtance which he did not ſtate as a re- 


proach, Mult then the ſmaller number arrogate to them- 
ſelves the moſt perfect rectitude, and charge the majority 
with the very worſt intentions? Surely this was a pretty mo- 


deſt pretenſion. In fact the charge of corruption againſt 
ſuch a body as the Houſe of Commons was in itſelf abſurd 


and ridiculous. The number who could be ſuppoſed to act 
merely from their intereſt muſt be very few. Does the 
Houſe of Commons differ from the country at large in this 


reſpect. In places where influence could be leſs felt the 


ſame character prevailed. Yet, take the majority of any 


extenſive ſociety in different parts, take them in the city of 
London, and the fame charge might be brought againſt their 


_ purity. It had ſometimes been uſed as an argument to prove 


the corruption of the Houſe, that members who were monied 


men became na rey th to Ae loans, N that which 


its pry rai ee Wich la to what had. fallen 
from his honourable friend (Colonel Walpole) he could not 
reply, as he could not, like his honourable friend, ſo readily 


overcome the difficulty of anſwering. what he had not heard. 
Various reaſons were aſſigned for his name not appearing | 
to the Order of Council, to which it would not be expected 


that he ſhould reply. Becauſe he had once ſeen danger, was 
he always to be afraid; and becauſe he had once been, upon 
good grounds, alarmed, was he to feel alarm upon every oc- 


caſion, however exaggerated it might be? It was ſaid that 
one ſide of the Houſe had now come into the meaſures of 


the other, but as their propoſals the preceding night were ſo 


inconſiſtent and ſo oppoſite, it was almoſt impoffible that in 


ſhunning one they ſhould not fall into another. 


Mr. Grey ſaid his honourable friend had been accuſed by 
the Secretary at War of vilifying the Houſe of Commons, 
and degrading it in the public eſtimation. He wiſhed, how- 


ever, that the right honourable Gentleman, when. he pro- 
feſſed himſelf ſo anxious, for the dignity and reputation of 


the Houſe of Commons would attend to the qualities which 
were calculated to render it reſpectable, and to juſtify its 


claim to veneration. The right honourable Gentleman held 


it to be uſeful that the mode of ballot ſhould be ſo conducted 


2s to be formed oy” miniſterial influence. He conceived it 


to 
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to be no diſgrace to receive inſtruction from Adminiſtration _ 


with regard to the names to be given in the liits. In a ſitua- 
tion of public affairs like the preſent, amidſt the unfortu- 
nate events with which we were ſurrounded, and conſider- 
ing the meaſures of Miniſters to which they were to be 
aſcribed, when we viewed the unparalleled diftreſs into 
which this country was plunged, Miniſters, upon the face 


of things, were charged with blame, and if the inveſtiga- 


tion of ſo ſerious a point was to be entruſted to a Commit- 


tee, formed in ſuch a manner, it was not only by the charge 


of his. honourable friend but by their own conduct, that the 
Houſe would be degraded. But it was ſaid that this was 
the common cant of minorities, and that Oppoſition them- 
ſelves would act in the ſame manner were they Pee in the 
fame ſituation. _ : 


If upon the ſide of the Houſe on which he ſtood, they v were 


geßpöns to have influence with thoſe who thought favoura- 


ply of their principles, they would do it not by ſtealth but 


openly. If influenced, the public would then ſee how the 
Committee was inſtituted, and might judge of its character. 


They, complained not that influence would produce its 
weight, though in circumſtances ſo momentous as the pre- 


ſent, it was to be lamented that it exiſted ; but they com- 


plained that the Houſe of Commons ſhould diſplay ſuch 
readineſs to confide. Indeed it was moſt ſurpriſing that amid 
the difficulties which his miſconduct had occaſioned, the 
Miniſter could even venture to come forward and aſk for 
confidence; but it was more melancholy that Parliament 
ſhould accede to the demand. What was worſt too in this 
mode of forming the Committee, was, that it pretended to 


be fair, while it could only have the effect to delude. The 
farce of a ballot ought at leaſt to be laid aſide, that the pub- 
he might be able to judge from the openneſs of the proceed- 


ings of the purity they ſhould have to expect. It was indeed 


not a little ſingular for the right honourable Secretary at 
War to object ſo contemptuouſly that it was the common 


cant of minorities to charge the majority with corruption. 


He would tell the right honourable Gentleman. however, 
what proved the cry to be falſe and deceitful. When thoſe 
Who are moſt loud againſt abuſes, and moſt forward to ar- 


raign corruptions, became their abettors and defenders. 
When the right honourable Gentleman, who had oppoſed _ 


ſo ſtrenuouſly the meaſures of the preſent Miniſter, who had 


ſpurned his © dirty filth and dowlaſs,” contracted an inti- 
mate alliance with him, ſupported and extended His corrup- 
tions 


r 


Man. 1.] WOODFALL'S PARLIAMENTARY REPORTsS. 151 
tions, then he would diſpute the ſincerity of thoſe who uſed 
the language, and purſued the conduct which the right honour- 
able Gentleman had. ſtigmatiſed. Such arts might be em- 


: ployed to miſlead the people, but what could be thought of 


the virtue of the man who endeavoured to deſtroy all con- 


fidence in profeſſions by a general charge againſt thoſe who _ 
ventured to expoſe corruption ? With regard to himſelf he 
would ſay, and he wiſhed his words to be remembered, ſhould 
he ever attempt to deviate from his principles, that with the 


preſent Government he would hold no communion, and if 
he thought his honourable friend (Mr. Fox) in office capable 


of maintaining the abuſes at preſent prevailing, he would 


| loſe his ſupport. There was no ſalvation for the country 


but a complete inveſtigation of the cauſes by which we 
were reduced to our preſent ſituation. There could be no 


_ renovation of public credit without a removal of the cauſes 
which had effected its deſtruction. To accompliſh theſe ob- 
jects, the moſt exact ceconomy and the moſt extenſive retrench- 
ments were required. The influence of the Crown mvſt be 
diminiſhed ; places which were not eſſential to the purpoſes of 
"Cortragtiont muſt be aboliſhed ; and above all, and without 


which, nothing could be effectual, a reform in the repreſenta- 


tion muſt be introduced. He knew the uſe which would be 
made of this declaration, but he was not afraid to utter his ſen- 
timents, nor was he concerned for the conſequences which 


might be drawn from his candour, Till he had by his own 
deed forfeited his claim to confidence by a dereliction of his 
principles, he was entitled to the credit of ſincerity. 

It was ſaid by the right honourable gentleman, was it not 
natural that thoſe who had ſyſtematically {upported the mea- 


ſures of Adminiſtration, and given them confidence, ſhould 
feel the influence which this circumſtance would pid 2— 


He would ſay, on the coritrary, that it was unnatural and mon- 


ſtrous that they ſhould feel this influence in favour of the Mi- 5 
niſter. If public affairs had continued to move in a courſe of 
glory and proſperity, if credit had remained unimpaired, if the 


Bank of England had not ſtopped payment, and Government 
committed an act of bankruptcy, then they might have given 


without a bluſh their ſupport to the Miniſter, But after he 
had led us from one diſaſter to another, to the very brink of 
ruin, could he call for, could he expect our confidence? Mi- 
niſters ſtood arraigned as having deſtroyed the public proſperity. 


They might obtain an acquittal ; but it was right, it was de- 


cent, that the tribunal ſhould be ſo conſtituted as to give 
weight to a ſentence of acquittal, For this purpoſe, then, the 
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ballot was not the mode of proceeding. The neceſſity of an 
enquiry was not denied. Fhe right honourable gentleman, 


defeated laſt night by the reſolution: of the Houſe, had now 


found that. though the enquiries were ſeparate, they might be 
referred to the ſame committee; though laſt night he had de- 


nied equally the connexion between the ſubjeQs and the poſſi- 
bility of referring them to one Committee. In his opinion, 
however, the beſt way would be to refer the confideration of 


the firſt point to one Committee, and the inveſtigation of the 


cauſes to another, for there was nothing to prevent them from 


proceeding at the ſame time without inconvenience, Upon 
the meaſures adopted for the next three weeks, the proſperity, 


nay the exiſtence of the country, depended. How could they 
expect to retrieve our ſituation without inveſtigating the cauſes 


of the diſorder? The neceffity of a ſpeedy and thorough en- 
quiry was then moſt urgent. His honourable friend juſtly 
complained that thoſe who were ſo eager to propagate alarms 
ſhould be offended that they were exaggerated. Such had been 
the ſyſtem of Miniſters every ſeſſion for ſome time paſt, and 
ſuch extravagant arid groundleſs alarm had been the founda- 
tion of fone oppreſſive meaſures. At the beginning of the pre- 
ſent ſeſſion, the ſpeech from the throne announced the alarm 


of invaſion ; Miniſters held forth the danger as threatening, 
and then paſſed the troubleſome and oppreſſive acts which were 


intended to put the country in a ſtate of defence. They pro- 
pagated the alarm with activity, till at length the actual at- 
tempt had excited a real alarm and uneaſineſs. The alarm 
Taiſed by Miniſters had taken an unfortunate direction, and be- 
come too ſerious. While it was only meant to induce the 


people to throw themſelves more implicitly upon the preſent 


Adminiſtration, it had turned the attention of the people to a 
conſideration of their ſafety, which produced a diſtrutt of Go- 


vernment. Feeling, therefore, as he did, the importance and 
the urgency of our preſent ſituation, he ſhould vote for a ſe- 


parate Committee to inveſtigate, to their remoteſt ſources, the 
cauſes which had produced the act of Council. TS 


Mr. Wilkerforce roſe to vindicate the dignity and conſiſtency 


of the majority of the Houſe, from the alperſions thrown out 
againſt them by gentlemen who were in favour of the motion. 
They had, indeed, mixed ridicule with declamation to attain 
their purpoſe; but he would aſk, what force could fuch afper- 


fions have, coming from gentlemen who had changed from day > 
to day, from month to month, and from year to year? It cer- 


tainly came with an ill grace from them to charge the Houſe 
with corruption; they who on all occaſions abufed the laſt Par- 


lament, and gave the preſent one very ſtrong reaſons to judge 


What 
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what report it might hereafter receive from them: If Govern- 
ment, as was reported, had actually offered the liſts of Mem- 


bers proper to be ballotted for, and gentlemen, in conſequence 


of that meaſure, either approved of or altered them, was not 


that proceeding right? He had altered the one preſented to 
himſelf, and had thus exerciſed his rights, and followed his 
duty, not with a ſlaviſh acquieſcence, but with his own diſ- 


cretion and judgment. Such a charge was peculiarly ill timed, 


and came very aukwardly from the gentlemen oppoſite, who 
had then lifts paſſing between them expreſsly to the ſame in- 
tent. He did not perfectly agree with both fides on the object 


of the motion; but he would ſay that it became the country to 
enquire what retrenchments and ſavings might be made; and 
no perſon, he was convinced, would rejoice more at ſuch a 
proceeding than the Chancellor of the Exchequer. The opi- 


nion of the public was held out as againſt the ſenſe of the ma- 
Jority of the Houſe, though the fact was directly oppoſite. He 
recollected that ſuch . were applied to him in 1783, 


and 84, in go, and 96, yet when he returned to his conſti- 


tuents, inſtead of finding the ſentiments of the people againſt 
him, the abſolute reverſe was manifeſt. In the actual Nate of 

the country and of the world, it was impoſſible not to be ex- 
poſed to ſome ills, notwithſtanding the utmoſt wiſdom of -y 


Adminiſtration. But from the yery outſet of the war, muct 
of the public calamity was owing to the conduct of Oppoſition, 


and to the conduct of thoſe who had proceeded to lengths 
which the Oppoſition would not avow. _ 8 3 


Mr. Curwen ſaid, that if any liſt whatever had been offered 


to him, he ſhould have conſidered it as the groſſeſt inſult. It 
was the object of the ballot that all ſhould exerciſe their own 
judgments without influence. He had no confidence in the 
ability of the right honourable gentleman (Mr. Pitt) to guide 
public affairs at this momentous criſis. He had no hopes of 
energy while he governed. The country could only be ſaved 
by a man who had the magnanimity to deſtroy the whole 


ſyſtem of Miniſters, and by a Parliament that would receive 
no liſts. He hoped that if his honourable friend, Mr. Fox, 
came iuto office, he would not betray the aſſurances he had 
given when out of office. „„ | 


The Maſte 


now propoſed, till the report; of the Committee, which was 
already appointed, had been received: it would be then for 
the Houſe to conſider if the report was ſatisfactory; or if fur- 
ther powers were to he granted to the ſame, or to another 
Committee ; but it was abſurd that they ſhould both fit ONS 
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of the Rolls was for deferring the Committee 


| meaſure to the fatisfaQion of his ma If he was unable 
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fame time, and on the ſame buſineſs. It would be equally uſe- 


leſs and abſurd to appoint a Committce, that was to inveſtigate 
and review all the meaſures fince they entered into Adminiſtra- 


tion. This only could be the object of the prefent motion, 


and as ſuch he fhould oppoſe it. 
Mr. Sewell! was for enquiring into the cauſes immediately 


operating to produce the neceſſity of the late Order in Council; 


but thought we ſhould not now flick at an inveſtigation of the 
remote ones. 


The Chancellor of the Exchequer, Mr. 775 iiberforce, and Mr. 


Sewell, ſeverally explained. 


Mr. Pollen was ſurpriſed to ſee the precious time of the Houſe 


conſumed in diſcuffing the propriety or impropriety of the 
mode in which the Committee had been appointed. The 15 


gentlemen who were to compoſe it, were men of known in- 
tegrity, and acknowledged abilities, and what more could be 


required? 
; Yard Hawkeſbury juſtified the conſiſtency of the vote which 


he had given on the preceeding night, with that which he 
meant to give on this. He had no objection to an inquiry into 


the proximate cauſes, though the degrees of affinity which a 


cauſe bore to an effect was not always eaſily to be aſcertained ; 
and if this | _ was to be purſued, he thought it abſurd to 
appoint two Committees, whole inquiries were to be directed | 


to the ſame object. 


The Chancellor of the Exchequer ſaid, 85 it was not eaſy to 
define what were remote, and what proximate cauſes, This 
' muſt be referred to the difcretion of a Committe. 

Mr. Nicholls faid, he would trouble the Houſe with a ſingle | 
_ obſeryation. It had been ſtated by the Secretary at War, that 
when a Committee was to be elected by ballot, liſts, contain- 
ing the names of perſons proper to be returned on that Com- 
mittee had been uſually diſtributed with the privity of the Mi- 


niſter ; Mr. Nicholls ſaid, he did not mean to examine whe- 


ther that uſage was proper or improper. But he deſired the 
Miniſter to conſider the fituation in which he ſtood. He had 


adviſed his Majeſty to iſſue an Order of Council, which the 


Attorney General had, the preceding evening, declared to be 


| Hegal. And, indeed, it would bave been ſtrange if the At- 
_ torney General had not declared it to be illegal; for by that 
Order of Council his Majeſty's Miniſter had directed the Bank 
of England, acting as the agent of the nation to pay the divi- 
dends to the national creditors, not to pay thoſe dividends 


which the nation had contracted to pay—He was to juſtify this 
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to give the country ſatisfaction on this ſubject, he could not 
remain the Miniſter. He put it to the conſideration of the 
Miniſter himſelf, whether the country would be ſatisfied 
with an acquittal by a Commi ttee nominated by the Mauniſter 
himſelf? 


Mr. Windbam and Mr ile, Force ſaid each a few words i in 


explanation. 


The Secretary at Rar explained. He denied that either he, 


or the Chancellor of the E. xchequer, had ever ſaid that the 
Committee was choſen by "Treaſury liſts. He had faid that 


lifts were circulated, which was the caſe on both ſides of the 


Houſe ; but gentiemen were at liberty either to adopt or to re- 
ject the names inſerted in ther. 


Dr. Laurence began by obſerving, that ever ſince tlie 


Order of Council had been publiſhed, he had endeavoured 
to chaſtiſe and diſcipline his feelings, ſo as to look at the aw- 
ful ſtate of the country coolly and diſpaſſionately, but with 


firmneſs and refolution, In that temper of mind he had 


come to the Houſe, and he was happy to acknowledge that 
the manner in which the right hon. Gentleman (Mr. Fox) 


had introduced his motion was fair, candid, and in no reſpect 


_ diſcordant with his feelings. Yet he could not avoid faying, 
that they were conſiderably affected by the violent declama- 
tion uſed by ſome Gentleman who followed him, and by the 
laughter which one hon. Gentleman through the greater part 
of his ſpeech, had too ſucceſsfully ſtudied to excite in diſcuſ- 


ſing a topic, which required peculiar delicacy and gravity, at 


a period ſo momentous to the public welfare. 

The real merits of the queſtion appeared to him to lie in a 
fatal compaſs. The Houſe had laſt night paſſed a vote in 
which he had cordially concurred. It had been unanimouſly 
agreed, that it was the duty of the Houſe to enquire into the 


| cauſes which led to the Order of Council. Now a propoſi- 


tion was made to nominate a new Committee for that en- 
quiry. Miniſters refiſted the motion, but were willing to 


conſent, that an inſtruction to the ſame effect ſhould be given 


to the Committee, for the appointment of which a ballot 
bad juſt been taken; ſubmitting at the ſame time to the 


Houſe, whether it would be beſt to give that inſtruction 
now, or to wait till the Committee ſhould have gone through 


all the fubjects 3 intruſted to their inveſtigation. And 


upon this a charge of inconſiſtency was brought againſt Mi- 
niſters, as if they had thus in effect adopted the amendment 


negat jved laſt night, which would at once have referred 5 
| 2 I 9g - | 9e 
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the Committee the general enquiry into all the cauſes of our 
_ preſent ſituation, and then by a ſubſequent inſtruction which 
the hon. mover had announced his intention of adding, 
would have reſtrained the Committee to report firſt upon the 
immediate cauſe, the exiſting neceſſity for the iſſuing of the 
order. For his part (Dr. Laurence ſaid) without recurring to 
the ſpeeches by which the amendment was ſupported, he 
ſaw in the two modes of proceeding a plain and marked diſ- 
tinction on the very face of them. In both, it was true, the 
ſame ſubjects would come under the conſideration of the 
Committee in the ſame order of time; but the importance, 
which the Houſe would appear to attribute to the immediate 
_ cauſe, the actually exiſting neceſſity, would be very different, 
whether it were kept diſtinct, or whether it were confuſed 
in the multitude of poſſible cauſes more or leſs remote. 
The charge of inconſiſtency, he thought, might be fairly 
retorted upon thoſe, who having laſt night wiſhed to ap- 
point one Committee, now wiſhed to have two. But his 
Principal objection was the perplexity which two Commit- 
tees would occaſion. Both would have to enquire into the 
immediate cauſe, If both ſhould examine the ſame witneſſes 
and call for the ſame documents, they muſt mutually re- 
tard each other's proceedings. If the reports of both ſhould 
_ alternately agree in this point, there would have been an 
unneceſſary and inconvenient delay on à ſubje& peculiarly 
preſſing. If there ſhould be any material variation between 
the two reports, laid together on the table, a third Committee 
mult be choſen to decide between the former two; and the 
ſituation of the Houſe would be ſtill worſe, if one report 
having been early made, the Houſe ſhould take any legiſla- 
tive meaſure upon that, and what they had done, ſhould 
afterwards be impeached by another report from the ſecond 
Committee. It would be moſt expedient therefore to wait 
till the Committee already appointed, had fully diſcharged 
all its preſent functions, and then to conſider in what 
manner the genera] enquiry into the cauſes ſhould be con- 
ducted. „ 8 | „„ WF 
As a reaſon for proceeding to inſtitute a new Committee, 
the preſent had been ſaid to be choſen through corrupt influ- 
ence: and a liſt had been read, which, it was propheſied, 
would be found to contain the names of the actual members, 
when the reſult of the ſcrutiny into the ballot ſhould be de- 
clared. He did not himſelf know whether any liſt had been 
eirculated, really containing thoſe names. But what was 
oy nan Eon ar mine! 
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admitted about the liſt, was enough to ſatisfy him. It had 
been diſtinctly allowed, that all the names were highly re- 


ſpectable. Now the only argument, which the right hon. 
Gentleman (Mr. Fox) had himſelf urged for preferring an 


open nomination to a ballot, was the opportunity of object- 


ing to any improper perſon; but it was confeſſed that not 


only that end had been tained in the preſent inſtance, but 
a poſitively good Committee had been procured, of men poſ- 


ſelling ability, integrity, and every other requiſite for the 


public ſervice. Nor was this all. It was alſo admitted, 
that the Committee had a mixture of members from both 
ſides of the Houſe in nearly equal proportion to their compa- 


rative numbers on the late diviſions. It was a correct repre- 
ſentation of the repreſentatives of the Britiſh nation; except 
indeed a fraction which was ſaid to be in favour of the ma- 
jority. He aimed ſome raillery at this minuteneſs, and con- 

cluded this topic by declaring, that he ſhould never be in 
| haſte to reform ancient practices which drew after them ſuch 
| beneficial conſequences; he ſhould rather cheriſh the cor- 


ruption which produced ſuch purity. 

Indeed the open nomination which had been propoſed, 
was no leſs ſubject to influence, than a ballot. It mattered * 
little whether one right hon. Gentleman, or the other pub- 
licly named a perſon to the choice of the Houſe, or put his 
name written on a {lip of paper, into the hand of his next 
neighbour ; they who voted, or they who ballotted, would 
equally pay regard to the authority of the propoſer But the 
precedent, to which reference had been made, ſhewed the 


real nature of the intended nomination. On that occaſion the 

two right hon. Gentlemen on the oppoſite ſides of the Houſe. 
alternately named a Member. If that practice ſhould once 

be eſtabliſhed, it would not merely vilify and degrade the 

Houſe, as had been ſaid to be the tendency of ſome of the 
declamations, which they had heard that night; it would 


wholly annihilate its character of a deliberative aſſembly; it 


would avowedly divide the Houſe into two parties under two 
adverſe chiefs ; it would hold them forth to their conſtituents 
and the world, as ſitting there to hear cauſes argued by two 
eloquent counfel, who might make conpromiſes or refer- 
ences, as their own intereſts, diſcretion, or convenience 


might dictate: a condition to which he truſted that the Houſe 
would never ſnffer itſelf to be reduced. 


When the report of the Committee ſhould be on the table, 
if from hole weder any Juſt oo" could be advanced 
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againſt any or all the members, he ſhould feel himſelf at li- 


berty to vote for a partial or a total change. He would never 
(he ſaid) repoſe a blind confidence; but he would repoſe a 
general confidence; in particular caſes, where the circum- 


ſtances demanded it he would enquire; but he would never 


- blindly ruſh into enquiry. In his opinion there was no 
more delicate conlideration in the Practice of our conſtitu— 


tion than the preciſe point where confidence ought to end, 
and enquiry begin. Upon the wile application of both in 
proper ſeaſon depended in our conſtitution that union of 


oppoſite excellencies, which ſome had thought chimerical, 
the ſecreſy, diſpatch and conſiſtency of a pure monarchy, 


with the cumulative impulſe, weight and force, as well as 
the means which publicity affords of eder all e in a 
pure democracy. 


He apologized for having ſo long treſpaſſed on the patience | 
of the Houſe, but begged their permiſſion to advert to one 
topic more, in which he felt himſelf peculiarly intereſted. 


'The name of Earl Fitzwilliam had been mentioned by an 
hon. and gallant officer. It had been called an illuſtrious 


and venerable name, and he agreed in the fulleſt manner to 


the panegyric which had been beſtowed upon it. But why 


introduce that name, becauſe it had not been ſigned to the 


Order of Council? He was a conſiſtent alarmiſt, it had been 


ſaid, and therefore could not have ſigned a declaration 
againſt the effects of alarm. That noble lord, and many 


other good and wiſe men with him ſome time ſince had con- 


feſled alarm; but that was an alarm the very reverſe of the 

reſent ; it was an alarm of precaution, an alarm of prepa- 
ration, the ally of fortitude, and the enemy of raſh and pre- 
cipitate fear. That noble Lord would certainly have ſigned 


the order, if he had been preſent, and as muſt be preſumed 
of the Privy Counſellors who did ſign it, he had been con- 


vinced of the exiſting neceſſity. He would have been the 
more likely to have ſigned it in proportion as it appeared 
more vigorous, deciſive, adapted to the exigencies of the 
country, and incurring a manly reſponſibility ; for he ever 
had moſt approved, he ever would moſt approve whatever 
was moſt becoming a man, 2 gentleman, a nobleman, an 
_ Engliſhman. 
Mr. Courtenay n the acuteneſs of his learned 
friend's feelings, as he had imagined that he was not of 
quite ſo nervous a frame. The delicacy of his feelings, 


however, had been diſturbed by every thing which had oc- 


curred on that ſide of the Houſe. The ſtate of the wn” 
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had agitated his feelings, the pleaſantry of his hon. friend, 
(Mr. Sheridan) by forcing him to laugh, had thrown him 
into ſo violent a tremor, that he had almoſt loſt the power 


of ſpeech. The learned doctor's feelings ſeemed to be of 
the texture of Tilburina, in the Critic, who was in con- 
tinual alarm leſt her feelings ſhould be diſturbed. He could 


not conceive how this uncommon delicacy had been pro- 


| duced, till he began to reflect that the innate modeſty of the 
doctor muſt have been greatly ſtrengthened and improved in 
Doctor's Commons in the nice examination of crim. con. 


tranſactions, and in the elucidations of ſubjects of divorce 


and ſeparation a menſa et thoro. From this he had conceived | 
a profound eſteem tor the profeſſion of the civil law, which 
| ſeemed to confer a delicacy of feeling which the Attorney 


and Solicitor General would in vain expect from the practice 
of the common law. Mr. Courtenay was interrupted as he 
was going on by ſome expreſſions of eagerneſs for the queſ- 
tion, upon which he obſerved, that Pliny, in his natural hiſ- 
tory, mentions a ſpecies of men who have heads like dogs, 
and who bark inſtead of ſpeaking. From the noiſe he had 


heard he imagined that at the laſt general election, ſome of 
this ſpecies had found their way into the Houſe through the 
liſts for ſome Treaſury boroughs. The learned Gentleman 
had paſſed a very handſome eulogium on the character of a 
nobleman whom he believed it was not unfair to name 


(Lord Fitzwilliam). He had cloſed this eulogium with an 


avowal that he believed Lord Fitzwilliam would have ſet his 


name to the Order of Council had he been preſent. If this 


was ſo, it appeared ſomewhat ſtrange, after the character he 


had given of the Chancellor of the Exchequer. 4 A man 


whom no body ought to truſt—who had betrayed all thoſe 


who had placed the ſmalleſt confidence in him.” Yet the 


learned Gentleman was certain, that on the advice of this 
man the noble Lord, whom he ſtiles his friend, would, with 


a manly ſpirit, ſet down his name to an illegal order iſſued in 


_ conſequence thereof, whereby the Bank of England is re- 
quired to commit an act of bankruptcy, and to defraud all 
the public creditors who had placed their confidence in its 
honeſty and punctuality. He thought the noble Lord could 
not be much obliged to the learned Gentleman for the opinion 
Which he had delivered reſpecting him. The learned Gentle- 
man, after recovering from the injury which his /zelings had at 
firſt ſuſtained, had made an attempt, an ironical alluſion, 40 
_ raiſe a laugh in the Houſe. In this unfartunately he had com- 


pletely failed, In a ſhort time afterwards, however, when he 
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had aſſumed all the gravity and ſolemnity which the importance 


of the ſubject required, and endeavoured to impreſs the 
Houſe with the ſame, he as completely ſucceeded in raiſing 
a laugh. In future, therefore, he would adviſe him, when 
he wiſhed to make the Houſe merry, to be proportionably 
folemn, and to be as ſportive as poſlible when he wanted to 
impreſs them with gravity. _ V Þ 
Dr. Laurence oblerved, that his feelings aroſe from the con- 


ſideration of the preſent ſituation of his country, and he had 


reaſon to believe that they were of a different nature from thoſe 


The Attorney General felt no diſpoſition to ſhut out an en- 
quiry into the cauſes which produced the Order of Council ; 
but he felt alſo the neceſſity of an immediate deciſion on that 
point, which muſt eaſe the public mind. To. that alone the 
Committee ſhould attend, and not to any thing which might 
cauſe a delay. With reſpeCt to the appointment of a Com- 
mittee by a ballot, it had been the uniform practice of our an- 
ceſtors; and the preſent was not the moment to treat ſuch 


with diſreſpect. If his name ſhould be found on the Secret 
Committee, he would do what he thought his duty ſhould 
direct him to; at the fame time he would declare, that he would 
rather not be choſen a member of it. | | 


Mr. Grey roſe to explain. He ſaid, that he would repeat 
what he had before aſſerted, that if the country was to be 


| ſaved, there muſt be a total change in the ex of the Govern- 
ment; and ſo far was he from recommending ny thing like a 
revolution, that he was convinced ſuch a meaſure would be 


the only means of preventing a revolution. | 
Mr. Banks aid, that in the preſent criſis of the country it 
was very indifferent to him what Committee was appointed to 


examine the matter that was before the Houſe, fo that the 


queſtion could be properly and truly examined, becauſe he 
truſted that a Committee of that Houſe, whether nominated in 


the Houſe or choſen by ballot, would do their duty; and as to 


the Committee being (a majority of them at leaſt) favourable. 


in politics to the Miniſter, that appeared to him to be an ob- 
jection of but little weight; for let the Committee be choſen 
whatever way it might, it was natural that, as a part, it muſt 
have the general complexion of the whole. He made uſe of 
the liſt that was given to him before the ballot upon the Com- 
mittee, but he made uſe of his diſcretion alſo upon that lift. 
He ſaw no impropriety in that liſt being given to him, for 
there might be many names upon it whom he ſhould have 


- wiſhed to have choſen, but who might not readily occur to 


him. 
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Houſe reſolved itlelf into a queſtion of time. If he was ſure 
that the matter to be inveſtigated by fuch a Committee as was 
at preſent aſked for, would not branch out into a length that 
would defeat the object that was now in view, and in which 

F - diſpatch was ſo eſſential, he ſhould be ready to agree to the 

79 appointment of a diſtinct Committee. But he feared the 

1 length of time which the inveſtigation would require would be 

injurious, perhaps fatal, to the object which he, and he be- 

# lieved almolt the: whole Houſe, had in view. The queſtion 

74 of the ſolidity of the Bank would lie in a i eee e, 

n paſs, and it could not be ſuppoſed that much time would be 


agree with him there was great urgency upon that ſubject. 
a But with regard to the other queſtion, namely, the cauſes of 
8 the preſent preſſure, the matter was very different; the in- 
4 velligation muſt neceſſarily be of an intricate nature, and muſt 
f 


take up much time as well as labour. He owned that it was 


a deſirable thing to reftore confidence to the pe ple in our pub- 


fo, it would be neceſſary to go into the whole ſyſtem of our 
finance. In the management and diſtribution of that finance 

there had been great expenditure; much of it he believed was 

unavoidable; but he ſhiculd Eke to fee tried what ſavings could 


tration in that particular, ſome allowance ought to be made. 
They did riot at firſt expect the war to have gone to the length 
it had, and therefore he did not blame them for not having 
managed the aſſairs of our finance fo well as if they had at firſt 
| been aware that the war would have fo long continued. As 
the war had gone on to ſuch a length, no per r{on could be fur- 
priſed at the prodigality with which the conteſt had been ac- 
coinpanied. Had they really foreſeen the length to which the 
war had been carried, he tho ght they could not have been 


did not think ſo. He was ready to confeſs that, deſirable as 


ever be reſtored while the war continued. But although the 
ſums which had been expended upon the war were laviſh, yet 


a favourite object in view, we are too apt to neglect the ex- 
pence of the means by which that object is to be attained. It 
was the nature of man to ſet too high a value upon the object 


him. The only doubt he had on the motion now 1 the 


required to make a report, and he believed the Houſe would 


lic affairs; and he was ready to confeſs, that, in order to do 


be made in our expenditure : great {avings he hoped could and 
- ſhould be made. But in conſidering the conduct of Adminiſ- 


ſcreened from ſevere cenſure for what had happened; but he 


the confidence of the public was, he did not think it could 


it was not wonderful the caſe had been fo; for when we had 


of his heart, and too little on the price he pays for obtaining Wh 
Vo. II. 1797. 1 | 10 
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it. Beſides, the ſums, though very large that were expend- 


ed on this object of Miniſters, were fo often iſſued, and fo 
rapidly upon each other, that in time their magnitude made 
leſs impreſſion as the object was repeatedly exhibited. For 


| theſe reaſons, although we lamented the effect, we ought not 


to judge too harthly of his Majeſty's Miniſters. He looked 


forward to a complete inveſtigation of all the cauſes which 


have brought on the preſent crilis.. He looked forward allo 
with an anxious hope to very material and beneficial retrench- 
ments of expence, but he did not think the preſent was the 
moment to enter on the inveſtigation of either. _ | 
Mr. Fox then roſe, and replied to the following effect. At 


this late hour of the night I feel myſelf bound to apply to the 
Houſe for that indulgence which has been fo often generouſly 


given to me, while I endeavour to anſwer what has been urg- 


ed by way of objection to the motion which is now before you. 


I feel myſelf called upon at this late hour of the night to make 
this application, becauſe the turn which the debate has taken 
has bren in many reſpects extraordinary, and becauſe the 


manner of treating the queſtion does appear to me diſingenuous 
do the laſt degree. Indecd the management and dexterity, if 
management and dexterity it can be called, of this debate, has 
been of the moſt extraordinary kind. What was the manage- 
ment of the debate of the preceding night? TI propoſed that 
we ſhould enquire into the Order of Council. The anſwer 
was, that ſuch a queſtion ſhould not be reterred to the Com- 


mittee then to be appointed, for to it was to be referred another 
ſeparate and diſtinct object. It was ſtated by us, that it might 


make a part of it, and that the ſame Committee might inveſ- 
tigate both. We were told again, in anſwer, “ You cannot 


report upon both within a certain period, which 1s ſo eſſential 
that the firſt point ſhould be ſettled.” That objection was 


_ removed by my ſuggeſtion, that the Committee might report 


firſt upon that point which was the moſt preſſing, and then 


proceed upon the other. Ihe Houſe was of opinion, that a 
Committee of Enquiry into the firſt object ſhould be appointed ; 
but that if the ſecond was to be entered into, that ſhould be 


ſubmitted to a ſeparate Committee. What then happened? 


There was ſome difference of opinion reſpecting the mode of 
_ appoiating the Committee. A right honourable Gentleman 
_ Propoſed the Committee ſhould be by ballot. I oppoſed that 
ballot, but, from the lateneſs of the hour and the idea I had 


that another Committee ſhould be choſen for the object J had 

in view, 1 did not preſs the Houſe to c:me to a diviſion. 

vw hat then hap pened? The NMiniſter and thoſe who are on 
necte 
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nected with him prevail in obtaining all that is neceſſary to 
their views. He carries his point; he has obtained the Com- 


mittee in the mode he wiſhes. I then move for the Commit- 
tee, which I think neceſſary. I am now told that there ſhall 
not be a ſeparate enquiry before another Committee. The 
Miniſter ſaid. That if we ballot for a Committee, we 


| ſhould know the purpoſes for which that Committee is formed, 


but we ſhould not refer to that Committee the ſubſequent ex- 
tenſive enquiry.” But when that very Committee is elected 
by ballot, when he has got the very election he wanted, and 


is ſure that a large majority of the members are his friends and 


intimate political connections, he changes his tone; the doubts 
as to the event to him are then diſpelled, and he ſays to him- 


ſelft, I ſee my judges, the danger is over, 1 will therefore 


refer the whole caſe to theſe judges, Now that I ſee and 
know my judges, let me put the whole of my cafe before 
them; they are competent to do juſtice to the whole caſe, and 
therefore there is no neceſſity of appointing any other judges.” 
Why, Sir, the Miniſter likes the majority of this ballotted 


Committee fo well, that I ſhould not be ſurpriſed if, on Fri- 


day, he ſhould propoſe that the ſubject matter of the motion 
of my honourable friend (Mr. Whitbread), upon the conduct 
of the Admiralty, ſhould be referred to this Committee. It is 

indeed a Committee to which he would be glad to refer any 


thing in which his character is intereſted, But it ſeems it is 


indecent to queſtion the integrity of any Committee, whether 
choſen by ballot or not. If it be indecent, and made a charge 
againſt me, it is a charge which the practice of the right hon. 
Gentleman has given birth to. Corruption to a certain ex- 
tent is now openly avowed. I think J heard ſomething to that 


effect in the courſe of the debate upon this ſubject. I appeal 


to the oldeſt member in this Houſe, Whether, until this day, 
he ever knew in the practice of this Houſe of liſts of the names 
of members (friends of the Minifter), to be choſen by ballot, 
being diſtributed with ſuch care, aſſiduity, and deſcription ; 
and where a member, to whom ſuch a liſt was given, avowed 


it to a certain extent, and publicly acted in conformity? 
There have been times, Sir, when a predeceſſor of your's, 
ſitting in that chair, would not have heard that ſpeech with- 


out inſtantly reſenting it as an inſult to the dignity of this 


_ Houſe. But theſe were times, when the cant of Oppoſition | 


was prevalent, I ſuppoſe. Be it ſo. It is not now the cant of 


a right honourable Gentleman oppoſite ta me (Mr. Windham, 


we preſume). It is true he canted as much as any of us on 


this ſide of the Houſe againſt the influence of Miniſters, againſt | 
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the increaſe of the power of the Crown, againit corruption. 
But wllat he has ever canted, he has fo effectually recanted, 

that he is now 2s free from that old-faſhioned vice as any man 
that ever far upon the Treaſury Bench. Is this a time to ad- 
here to the old ground of luſpicion againſt the corruption of 
the Miniſter in this Houſe* I ſay it is Is this a caſe in which 
we ſhould do fo! Ifay it isl fee the right honourable Gen- 
tleman to whom I have juſt alluded ſmile, as if he thought 1 


ſhould uſe the fame influence as the preſent Minifter does if I 
were in the ſame ſituation. Will he, upon his honour, de- 


clare he thinks ſo? Did he think fo when 1 had the pleaſure 
to call him my friend? Does he really in his heart conceive 


that if at any time I was accuſed in a point touching my ho- 


nour, as the preſent Miniſter now is, that 1 ſhould atternpt to 
tamper with my judges, as he has done this very day? Sir, 
Jam entitled to have theſe queſtions anſwered by that right 
honourable gentleman to my ſatisfaction. But to return to 
the queſtion immediately before us. If the Directors of the 


Bank were to ſend in liſts to the Members of this Houſe, to- 


gether with their opinion upon the Members who ought to be 


choſen upon the ballot for the Committee that has been choſen 
to- day, would not every body immediately declare they had 


given evidence of their own guilt? Does the Miniſter ſtand 


before you in a condition leſs culpable than the Bank Direc- 


tors would be if they had interfered in the manner J have de- 


ſcribed? How comes this influence into this Houſe, and how 
is it ſupported? We all know too well to be informed upon 
that ſubject; and when the particulars of the hiſtory of this 
tranſaction come to be properly and publicly known, it will 


be manifeſt to all the world, that, by the manner in which he 


has conducted this ballot, he has proved that he felt that he 


could not, dared not, meet the enquiry which I propoſe by 
the motion which is now before the Houſe, and that, conſcious 


of his guilt, he has ſhrunk from it. He has ſkulked from an 
_ enquiry which he cannot face. The ſtate of this queſtion 


now is, Whether the enquiry ſhall go to the Committee 
which is already ballotted, or to a ſeparate Committee? And 


it is curious enough, although not wonderful, that thoſe who 


were laſt night for ſeparate Committees upon this ſubject are 
now for a joint Committee. They laſt night did not wiſh for 
a joint Committee, becauſe, however ſanguine their hopes 
might be, it was yet uncertain what the complexion would be 
of that Committee, and therefore they did not like to run the 

hazard, however ſmall, which, God knows, under all the 
kircumſtances, w was {mall indeed, They did not chuſe, how- 


ever, 
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ever, to run that hazard; and therefore they called for a ſe- 
parate Cominittee to determine their own object firſt, in which 
the Houle agreed with them, I think unfortunately. They 
have, however, now found out the complexion of that Com- 
mittee, and they are ſo well pleaſed with it, that they are 
willing to refer every thing to that Committee. Why? Be- 
_ cauſe the hazard is all over. It may be aſked why we, who 
were laſt night for a joint, are now for a ſeparate Commit- 
tee? The reaſon is a very plain one: we know tuat what- 
ever the cafe may be, the Miniſter will at all events be ſcreened 
by this Committee, as every thing mult be governed by the 
majority of that Committee, and therefore we ſay give us the 
chance of another Committee. And I think it would have 
been but fair to have given us notice laſt night of the purpoſe 
for which they knew this Committee was to be ballotted ; in- 
ſtead of which, by a mere trick, they have conducted the 
whole proceeding as they thought fit. 
With reſpect to the queſtion of time, on which a learned 
: Gentleman (the Attorney-General) has ſaid a good deal, dif- 
fering a little from the Miniſter, but which will, 1 dare lay, 
be eaſily reconciled; he ſays, it is firſt neceſſary to ſatisfy the 
minds of the public upon this important buſineſs, I agree 
with him upon this point, but I differ from him in another. 
He thinks the public are agitated on the queſtion of the ſoli- 
dity of the Bank. Does that appear any where but in the 
ſpeeches of the Miniſter's friends in this Houſe? Have the 
Directors of the Bank ſaid ſo at any time? Did they apply to 
the Mimiſter for his friendly aid? No: this miſchievous 
union berween Government and the Bank was by the com- 
pulſion of the Miniſter ; it was from force exerted by him that 
they have joined. The Miniſter has ſeized the caſh of the 
Bank, and therefore it is that the public mind is agitated, and, 
upon ti at view of the ſubject, juſtly agitated. But does that 
make an enquiry into the affairs of the Bank necefſary * ? No: 
the enquiry ov3ht to be into the conduct of the Miniſter. Do 
I diſtruſt wy banker? Ns : he is a ſolvent man, of good faith, 
1 punctuality, and honour, ond all the world acknowledge him 
to be ſo. Do want ſecurity for hin? No; but I want to 
be ſecured againſt robbers who have entered his houſe, laid 
hold of all his cath, and then declared themſelves his partners! 
I wiſh to know whether any man breathing had a doubt of 
the {ol;dity of the Bank before the Miniſter laid his rapacious 
hands upon the caſh there? Why , then, 1 aſk, if the public 
mind be agitated, who has cauſed the miſchief? It may be 
ſaid, that there has been a great run upon the Bank for Ku 
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and particularly for the laſt week. I readily admit it. But 
then, I ſay, that the conduct of the Miniſter was the cauſe 


of that. He it was, together with his aſſociates, who ſtruck 
terror in the public mind by the rumours of invaſion. This is 
partly the cauſe of taat run; but the Order in Council on 
Sunday, and the proclamation on Monday laſt, finiſhed what 
had been begun upon that matter. All this is the natural ef- 

feCt of the ſyſtem which the Miniſter has purſued in the courſe 
of the preſent war. Men will naturally be terriſted when 
theſe artifices are employed to work upon their *-7azinations, 


Fhey have been terrified, and we ſee the effect of that terror. 


It has been that of giving up to the management of the M mi 
ter all the intereſt of the ſtack of the public creditor. This is 
the effect of the Miniſter's ſyſtem, perhaps the effect he in- 


tended to produce; for he muſt be a fool to expect any other 


effect from ſuch a cauſe. I ſay, his conduct has ſtruck more 
terror in the public mind than any misfortunes that have hap- 
pened to us could have done, of which two or three memora- 
ble Bills I call to your recollection as a ſpecimen. And now 
that the ſubject of invaſion is thus preſented to my mind, I 
ſhall deliver my opinion thortly upon it. No man in this 
country, | believe, feels leſs apprehenſion upon the ſubject of | 
the invaſion of Great Britain than I do. I ain ſanguine as to 
the favourable reſult, ſhould ſo deſperate a meaſure be at- 
tempted. An invaſion would certainly be a great evil to us; 


but I do maintain, that if the French ſhould land in this 


iland as great a force as is praCticable tor them to land, I 
ſhould think the miſchief they could do to the permanent in- 
tereſts of this country comparatively ſmall, when put in the 
ſcale oppoſite to the miſchief which the proceedings of the laſt 
two or three days will oecaſion. This is my ſincere opinion. 


The honourable Gentleman who oppoſed my motion, firſt 


went into the conſideration of a ſubject on which I ought 


to take ſome notice. He aſked why more credit thould be 
given to the accuſer than the accuſed ; one man aſſerts a 


thing roundly, another denies it in the ſame manner why, 


without proof, ſhould thoſe who hear both, preſume the one 


to be honourable and the other diſhonourable All theſe are 


in their nature, I admit it, unanſwerable, becauſe there is 


no reaſon for ſuppoſing, without evidence, that one ſide is 


more honourable than another. But ſurely I may ſay that 
intereſt attaches more powerfully on one {ide of this Houſe 


than it does upon another. I do not ſay that there are not 
men of as Wen talents and abikties on the Miniſterial ſide 
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of the Houſe as there are on this. I do not ſay that many 


on the other {ide are not actuated by honourable motives; but 

when we find men confide in a Miniſter year after year, long 
after they have been told the effect which that confidence 
will produce; and when year after year theſe effects have 
as conſtantly appeared as they have been foretold, ſurely it is 


not very uncharitable to ſuppoſe that there is at leaſt an un- 


fortunate obſtinancy in the continuance of ſuch a confidence. 


An honourable Gentleman has ſaid to night“ that the Mi- 
niſter did not ſuppoſe, at the commencement, that this war 
would have been of ſo long duration; the Miniſter miſtook 


the matter, therefore we ſhould not judge of him too harſhly?” 
Is miſtake a ground for confidence? He has expended 


much more money than could have been withed.” Is that 


a ground for confidence? That honourable Gentleman had 


frequently opportunities of knowing all theſe things, for he 
was told of them from time to time, and yet he who is con- 
vinced that many things have been done which were im- 
proper, ſo much that he thinks they muſt never happen 
again, and that the confidence of the public can never be 
_ reſtored without a minute enquiry and great retrenchments, 
has uniformly neglected to ſet on foot ſuch enquiry, or call 
for theſe retrenchments, for upon every queſtion of that na- 
ture he has, without one exception, voted for the Miniſter; 
and now that his confidence is gone, he continues his ſup- 


port to the Miniiter !—< Misfortune is no proof of guilt.” 
Certainly not. We cannot prove the guilt of the Minitter.” 
How could we prove it without enquiry * Have we not re- 


peatedly aſked for it, and has it not been as repeatedly refuſed ? 


In all theſe things that honourable Gentleman, who is thus 


convinced that nothing can fave the nation but enquiry, re- 
fuſes enquiry. It is only when the nation has become bank- 


rupt that he aſlents to enquiry, and even then he fays it 


ſhould be put off to a diſtant day. When I ſee this fort of 


conduct on the part of thoſe who ſupport the Minitter, muſt 
I be that man of modern candour after all, to ſay there is 
vo corrupt influence that keeps them together? And ſhall 
I be told J am uſing harſh language when I ſay they are 
actuated by corrupt motives? Do J impute corruption to all 
the ſupporters of the preſent Miniſter? I certainly do no 


ſuch thing ; but to many of them I do. Here I am re- 
minded by a train of thought of what was ſaid by the late 


Lord Chatham: he ſaid © that he had known men of great 


ambition for power and dominion, many whoſe characters 
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were tarniſhed by glaring defects, ſome with many vices, 


who, nevertheleſs, could be prevailed upon to join in the 
beſt public meaſures ; but that the moment he found any 


man who had ſet himſelf down as a candidate for a peerage, | 
he deſpaired of his being ever a friend to his country. 
Look at the hiſtory of the preſent Miniſter and of the peer- 
ages he has given away. And then aſk yourſelf whether he 
has not gained an enormous influence in that way! Exa- 
mine whether he had not diſpoſed of more peerages than any 


other Miniſter ever did in England in the ſame un of time, 


In any part of our hiſtory ? 


I have heard of negative ſucceſſes in this war. I do not 


wiſh to be an egotiſt, but I think I may ſay, without vanity, 


that I have ſome negative merit. I have not had the miſ- 
fortune to counſel this odious, this ruinous war!—I have 
not had the misfortune to lend aſſiſtance to the deſtruction of 
hundreds of thouſands of my fellow beings ;—T have not had 
the misfortune to load my country with hundreds of millions 
of debt!—T have not had the misfortune to ſet my name to a 


proclamation, manifeſting to the world the bankruptcy of 
my country! Theſe are my negative merits, and I claim 
them as my due; and the Miniſter is welcome to deſpiſe, | 


while I enjoy, the comfortable reflections that ariſe out of 


them. 


It has been ſaid, in the courſe of this Jobate; that what- 


ever may be the oreſent ſituation of this country, it would 


have been much worſe if my honourable friend (Mr. Grey) 
had been one of its Miniiters.—I do not wiſh to ſay all 1 


think of my honourable friend. I leave it to others to form 


their opinion of his talents and his virtue, highly as Ieſteem 


them; my teſtimony is not valuable to him; it would, If I 


gave it, be ſubje& to diſadvantage, for as it proce: ds from 


friendſhip it would be ſubject to the charge of being partial, 


for we all know that is a defect inſeparable from friendſhip. 


But I call on the honourable Gentleman who ſaid this 


country would be in a worſe condition now than it is, if 
my honourable friend-had been Miniſter during this war, 


to aſſign a reaſon for thinking ſo ; thinking ſo? he cannot 
think it; but for ſaying ſo. Could any ambition, any folly, 


or any raſhneſs of my honourable friend, ſuppoſing him to 


de guilty of any, have placed this country in a worſe condi- 
tion than it is in at this inſtant; let him point out the men 


that is not ſo material—let him point out the means by 
which this country could have been brought to a worſe con- 
dition 
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dition than it is in this very moment—perhaps he will ſay we 


ſhould have made a diſgraceful peace with France — perhaps, 
indeed, we ſhould have made peace; but does he mean to ſay 
that we might not have made peace ſome time ago, and have 


made it upon terms that would have been better by fixty or 
a hundred milſhons than any man in this country can at this 


moment even hope to obtain ; and we ſhould have avoided alfo 
the act of bankruptcy which we are now diſcuſſing, and I ſay 


is the moſt calamitous one that ever took place in this country 
fince the Revolution. But I do not wonder at this ſpecies of 


attack being made upon us who oppoſe the Miniſter. It is per- 


fectly conſonant to. the character of many of thoſe who have fo 
long contided in the Miniſter, and who are now undeceived, 


and have diſmiſſed their credulity, although they continue their 
ſupport: we have contributed to undeceive them, and they 
cannot forgive us for it. This reminds me of a ſcene that was 


written by a cloſe obſerver of human nature, and who kne vr 


how to paint it: I mean Ben Johnſon. It is to be found in the 
Alchymift, wherein it appears “ that the impoſtor had played 
„ his tricks very ſucceſsfully for a long time upon his be- 
* holders, and when he was detected, the dupes became very 


* angry, not at the impoſtor, but at thoſe who had detected 


„ him.” So in the cate before us, the dupes of the Miniſter 


do not direct their anger againſt the impoſtor, but againſt thoſe 


who have detected him, and therefore Ido not wonder at their 
_ abuſing us. „„ F OE 

I have long thought that the Minifter was driving this coun- 
try rapidly to ruin, but I never thought I ſhould have ſeen it 
realiſed as it has been this day; and this too but a few weeks 
after he had boaſted of the wealth, the commerce, the reſources 
of this country being as it were untoucned, the end of all which 


pompous declaration is a public undiſy,urlted bankruptcy. | Here 


the Chancellor of the Exch-quer thewing tome marks of diſ- 


approbation.] Mr. Fox taid, what | docs the Miniſter deny it? 


"The fact is certainly recorded. But I ſhould not wonder if the 
public odium ſhould fall leſs upon the Miniſter than upon ma- 
ny perſons who {it around, for they were rather more to blame 
for liſtening to, than he for amuſing them with abſurd tales. 


And here again, I mult be excuſed for adverting to what has 


been ſaid upon the conduct of the Miniſter “ that he did not 
„think the war would continue fo long” Was he not told 
of it? Was not this Houſe warned of it? Have we not 
mentioned it from day to day as the probability of the 
caſe !——Bur he is wiſer than us, and therefore his opin on 
is of more weight than ours. Be it ſo. But if, by a 
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ſeries of events you find that, with all his wiſdom he has 
brought you to a public bankruptcy, ſurely there can be no- 
thing unreaſonable in aſking you to examine a little before you 
give him any further confidence. But it ſeems after all, “ that 
our affairs are not in a ſtate of bankruptcy. There has been 
** no act of bankruptcy committed.” If the Miniſter means 
to ſay there is no law in England by which you can ſtrike a 
docket againſt he Government, I ſhall agree with him. There 
certainly is no ſuch ſtatute, nor any legal authority for declar- 
ing it ſo. But in the common acceptation of the phraſe “ A 
Bankruptcy,” I underſtand that ſtate or any body of men, to 
be bankrupt who cannot pay their creditors what is due, and 
acknowledged to be due to them.—You owe your creditors 
large, very large ſums, which you refufe to pay—** No, we 
do not refuſe to pay. We only ſay we will not pay in money, 
but we will pay in paper.“ Well,” ſay the creditors, © we 
will not take your paper.” —*< Not take our paper, why you 
& always uſed to take it.” The practice, to be ſure, is a little 
different between taking paper by choice and taking it by 
force; at leaſt I think ſo, The Miniſter and his friends are 
welcome to be of another opinion. T think that paper is not 
all alike, I make ſome difference between the paper for which 
I can have money, and that for which I. cannot have money 
when 1 want money. You formerly gave your creditors paper 
for which they could have money; now you give them paper 
for which they cannot have money; that is the difference: 
whether that be a bankruptcy or not, let the preſent holders of 
your paper determine; but all theſe diſtinctions are frivolous 
and idle. Bankrupts you are in the common ſenſe of mankind, 
and I fay that was brought on by the miſconduct of the Mi- 
niſter, and if it be your object to retrieve yourſelves from your 
misfortunes, you cannot do better than adopt this motion for 
enquiry into the conduct which has brought you into your 
_ preſent condition. If you negle&t that, you will proceed from 
bad to worſe, and your total and irretrievable ruin will over- 
take you ſoon. The progreſs you have made upon your road 
to deſtruction has been but flow ; but believe me you have not 
long to travel if you do not take another courſe. I am blamed __ 
for calling the Miniſter a criminal, I wiſh he did not deſerve 
it; but I am bound to fay, that upon the face of things he ap- 
pears to be a very great criminal; he ſeems to me to have no- 
thing to plead in his own excuſe; he enjoys the approbation of 
his ſovereign, has poſſeſſed for years the unlimitted confidence 
of this Houſe, pretends to be a man of talents equal to the taſk 
of managing your affairs; he has never been refuſed any ſup- 


ply 
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ply, however enormous that he has aſked, and vet he has, with 
all theſe advantages, brought you into a ſtate of bankruptcy, 
The queſtion therefore is, Will you or will you not inſtitute 
an enquiry into his conduct? Different times have their dif- 
ferent cuſtoms, and Iwill for a moment revert to what was 
the feeling of this Houſe, and of the people of this country, a 
quarter of a century ago. Let us ſuppoſe twenty years ago, or 


to come a little nearer, ten years ago, but we muſt not come 


too near; what, I ſay, would have been the feelings of this 
_ Houſe, if, ten years ago, any man had ſaid, you think your 
finances very proſperous, yet in the beginning of the year 1797, 
the Chancellor of the Exchequer will iſſue a proclamation to 
prohibit the Bank of England paying any one man in money 
for a Bank note | Would you not have thought ſuch a man a 
lunatic? Or if you thought he was not fo, and he had been a 
member of this Houſe, would you not have impeached him as 
an enemy to the State, and loudly called for puniſhment _ 
him? and yet you ſee ſuch is your caſe at this very hour.— 
gut circumſtances have altered the caſe ſince that time. 
Indeed they have, but what are theſe circumſtances? | 3 
not all the acts of the Miniſter been gradually leading to this 
very point? Can you not trace them? And when 1 am told 
that I ſhould have ated as he has done were I in the ſame 
ſituation, I beg leave to deny it, and I call on eyery man, who 
knows the whole of my political life to ſtate a ſingle inſtance 
of my promiſe for the public ſervice, which in any ſituation I 
have not endeavoured to fulfil. I know this part of this diſ- 
cuſſion is unimportant, but that is not my fault. I was called 
upon to enter into it by the attack which has been made upon 
me. I ſay again, that every thing you have heard calls upon 
you, in the diſcharge of the duty you owe to the people of this 
country, to enter into an enquiry into the cauſes which have 
brought you into this degraded condition. If it thould appear, 
as I hope and believe it will, that this condition was brought 
upon you by the e e of the Miniſter, then you have 
tlſe conſolation to reflect, that your affairs may yet be in tome 
degree retrieved; but if it ſhall turn out, as | truſt un God it 
3 not, that your affairs have been as well conducted as hu- 
an prudence could conduct them, you can expect nothing 
bor inevitable ruin. The only means to aſcertain this is, that 
of your relinquiſhing your confidence in the Miniſter, and en- 
tering into a full enquiry into his conduct, which, I ſay, has 
brought you into this fituation. If you do not, it will be mat- 
ter of indifference to mz how you ballot for any Committee in 
future 92 this buſineſs. 1 have ſeen by the management of 


” | | theſe 
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theſe two debates, that the Miniſter's object has been to put off 
the enquiry into his conduct as Jong as he can, and alſo to ſe- 
cure to himſelf a Committee of his own friends by whom he 
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is to be tried 
The Houſe divided— 


Ayes, For the Motion) 


Nees, (Againſt it) 


Mr. Sheridan then moved, 


Nees, (Againſt it) 
ONS. 


The followiag is a liſt of the Minority on Wedneſday, March 1, on Mr. Fox's 


| « That Mr. Fox be added to 
the Committee on the affairs of the Bank, & c.“ on which 
the Houſe divided 


Ayes, (For the Motion) 
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Motion to appoint a Committee to enquire into the cauſes which produced the 5 
Order of Council, the 26th of February, | | i 
Sir John Aubrey, Bt.  Aldborough. J 
Wm. Baker, Eſq. Hertfordſhire, POPs 5 
John Baker, Eſq. yy Canterbury. | 
Geo. Barclay, Eſq. _ _ Bridport. 
Charles Geo. Beauclerk, Eſq. Richmond. 


Robert Biddulph, Eſq. 


_ Herefordſhire, County. 


Wm. Wilberforce Bird, Efq. Coventry. 
Hon. Edward Bouverie, Northampton. 
: James Brogden, Eſq. Launceſton, 
John Bullock, Eſq. Eſſex, County. 
Sir Francis Burdett, Bt. Boroughbridge. 
Geo. Byng, Eſq. | Middleſex, County. 
Tho. Wm. Coke, Eſq. Norfolk, County. 
Alderman Combe, London, City, 
Sir Lionel Copley, Bt. Tregony. 
John Courtenay, Eſq. Appleby. | 
John Crewe, Eſq. Cheſhire, County. | ? 
John Chriſtian Curwen, Eſg, Carliſle, | 4 
Ww. Joſeph Deniſon, Eſq. Camelford. 
Sir Geo. A. W. S. Evelyn, Bt. Warwickſhire, County. 
General Fitzpatrick, Taviſtock, 
Sir Henry Fletcher, Bt. Cumberland, County, 
Rt; Hon. Charles James Fox. Weſtminſter, | 
Viſ. Galway, Pontefract. 
S:r Wm. Geary, Bt. 


Kent, County. 
| James 


MARCH 1.1 
| James Greene, Eſq, 
Charles Grey, Eſq. 
James Hare, Eſq. 
John Harriſon, Eſq. 
Jervoiſe Clark Jervoiſe, Eſq. 
John Jeffery, Eſq. | 
 Nathanicl zeffreys, Eſq. 
Wm. Jolliffe, Eſq. 
Join Langſton, Eſq. 
Sir Wm. Lemon, Bt. 
James Mariin Lloyd, Eſq, 
James Martin, Etfq, 
Sir Wm. M. Milner, Bt. 
John Nicholls, Eſq. 
Dudley North, Eſq. 
Wm. Norrhey, Eſq. 
John Geo. Phillips, Eſq. 
Henry Pierſe, Eſq. 
Wm. Plumer, Eſq. 
Geo. Porter, Eſq. 
Fon. John Rawdon, 
Hon. Geo. Rawdon, 
Joſeph Richardſon, hy... - 


Lord Wm. Ruſſell, 
Hon. St. Anirew St, John, | 
John Scudamore, Eſq, 
George Shum, Eſq. 
Wm. Smith, Eſq. 
Lord Robert Spencer, 
Lord Stanley, 
Charles Sturt, Eſq. - 
Benaſtre Tarlton, Eſq, 
Sec. Tierney, | Eſq. 
Lord John Townſhend, 
Hen. Henry Tufton, 
George Walpole, Efq. 
James Walwyn, Eſq. 
Charles Callis Weſtern, Eſq» 


Sir Edward Winnington, We 


Farl Wycombe, . 


Chipping Wycombe. 
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Arundel. 


| Northumberland, County, 
Kunareſborough. 


Yarmouth. 


Poole. 
Coventry. 
Petersfield. 
Minehead. 
Cornwall, County. 
Steyning. 
Tewkeſbury. 


Vork. 


Tregony. 
Banbury. 
Newport. 


Carmarthen. 


Northallerton. 
Hertfordſhire, County. 
| Stockbridge. 


Launceſton, 


Lincoln. 
Newport. 
Richard Bateman Robſon, Eſq, 
Lord ſohn Ruſſell, _ ER 


Oachampton. ü 


Taviſtock. 
Surrey, County. 
| Bedfordſhire, County. 


Hereford. 


_ Honiton, 


Sudbury. | 


Preſton, 
- Bridport. 
Liverpool. 
Southwark. 


Knareſborough. 
Rocheſter, 


Derby. 
Hereford. 
Malden. 


Droitwich, I 
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| | r TELLERS, 
Richard Erinfley Sheridan, Eiq. Stafford, + 
Samuel Whitbread, Elq. _ Bedford. 


HOUSE OF LORDS. 
THURSDAY, MARCH 2. | 
The Lord Chancellor came down to the Houſe rather early, 


and their Lordſhips proceeded to a Fee the Secret Com- 
mittee for inveſtigating the affairs © 


the Bank of England, 
Purſuant to the reſolution of the Houſe laſt Tueſday. 


The following is the liſt of the Secret Committee: 


Earl of Chatham, =. With Sydney, 
Winchelſea, Baron Grenville, 
Graham, Oſſory, 
Hardwicke, | De Dunſtanville. 
Liverpool. 


The bill for increaſing the capital in Rock of the Eaſt- 


India Company, was brought up from the Houſe of Com- 


mons, and read a firſt time. 


Received from the Commons the bill for enabling the 
Bank of England to iſſue notes under 51. The bill was read 


a firſt and ſecond time, and committed, and was ordered to 


be read a third time the next wy 


Adj ourned. 


HOUSE OF COMMONS. 
THURSDAY, MARCH 2. 
:  CarLISLE COMMITTEE. | . 
Mr. Mainwaring, chairman of the Committee appointed to 
try the merits of the Carliſle election, reported that the ſit- 
ting members were duly elected, that the petition againſt the 


return was not frivolous or vexatious, and that the oppoiition 
to the petition was not frivolous or vexatious. 


Mr. Wilberforce Bird moved the ſecond reading of the 


bill for ſuſpending the acts relative to the iſſue of ſmall 


notes, 
The bill being read a 8 time, and the queſtion for the 


commitment being put, 
Mr. Sheridan ſaid, that the general power of iſſuing notes, 
which would be given by this bill, would be attended with 
bad effects. If the poor induſtrious labourer could not pro- 
eure 
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cure the full yalue for the note, it might give rife to great 
diſcontents. In order to prevent any diſturbances which this 


probable evil might occaſion, he thought that at any price, 
for what was to be put in competition with the public tran- 
quillity, at any expence, ſomething ought to be done to ob- 

viate any conſequence of this kind, He ſuggeſted that ſome 
inſtantaneous iſſue of iiver coin thould be made, that copper 


pieces of 2d. or 3d. value ſhould likewiſe be made, to afford 
ſome ſupply for the demand which muſt be occalioned from 


the iſſue of paper. 


Mr. Bird ſaid that there were means s provided i in the bill 
to enforce, in a ſummary manner, payment of the notes to be 
- Iſſued three days after demand. 


Mr. Sheridan was afraid that ſuch a proviſion would be at- 
tended with little advantage, as it would be attended with ex- 


pence in the execution. 
Mr. Alderman £Zufhington thought chat the iſſue of notes 


ought to be conhned to country bankers, for the indiſcri- 
minate iſſue would bring forward too much of this paper. 


Mr. Whitbread agreed in opinion with Mr. Sheridan, 


The Chancellor of the Exchequer thought that it would = 85 


adviſeable to paſs the bill, as a temporary meaſure, i in the 
fulleſt extent. 


Mr. Whitbread was 3 to 00 ſome obſerva- 
tions on the proviſions of the bill, when the Speaker re- 
minded the Houſe that theſe points might be di ſcuſſed in the 
Committee. 


The Committee was poſtponed till the report of the 


| emden choſen by ballot to try the e election was 
| brought up. | 
The Houſe then reſolved itſelf into a Committee of the 
whole Houſe on the bill for enabling bankers and manutac- 
turers to iſſue ſmall notes, | 

The Chancellor of the Exchequer 8 the bill as a 
temporary meaſure in the fulleſt extent, and intimated that 
it was in contemplation to iſſue coin, both of filver and cop- 


| Per. 


A converſation enſued upon a 9 00 of Mr. Sate 


that the iſſue of notes ſhould be limited to the bankers, be- 
cauſe this would prevent too great an iſſue, and guard better 


againſt forgery, and ſupport the credit of the notes This 


was ſupported by Mr. Fox, Mr. Whitbread, Mr. Crewe, 


Mr. Wigley, Mr. Weltern, &c. 


The Chancellor * the e and the Softer General 
contended, i 
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contended, that it was better to allow manufaQurers them- 
ſelves to do it, who would not iflue more than was neceſſary, 
as payment might be enforced. in a ſummary manner after 
three days demand. The bill then went hrough the Com- 
mittee, the report was read and agreed to, and the bill ordered 


to be read a | ſecond time the next day.—Adjourned. 


HOUSE OF LORDS. 
FRIDAY, MARCH 3. 
A petition was preſented from Sir Godfrey Webſter Vaſ- | 


fal, Bt. praying leave for a bill to be brought in to enable 


him to divorce his preſent wite,—-Ordered to lie on the 


table. 


The Eaſt-India Company' 8 capital bill paſſed : a Commit- 
tee of the whole Houſe. The report was received, and the 
bill ordered to be read a third time the next day. | 

The royal aſſent was given, by commiſſion, to the bill 


empowering the governors and company of the Bank of Eng- 
land to iſſue notes of a leſs value than five pounds ; and alſo 


to ſix private bills. 
The commiſſioners on this Sen were, the Lord Chan- 
cellor, the Archbiſhop of Canterbury, and Earl Spencer. 


; 8 _ NOTICES. 
Far] Spencer rol: and ſaid, he had received 3 3 5 


Sir John Jervis, conveying intelligence of a ſignal victory 
obtained by that gallant admiral over the Spaniſh fleet, which 
could not but be matter of the utmoſt congratulation from 
him to their Lordſhips ; the official detail of that happy event 
was not ready to be laid before the Houſe, but it would be 


ſubmitted to their Lordſhips and the public between that and 


Monday. He roſe then to give notice, that on Monday he 
ſhould have the honour of moving the thanks of the Houſe 


to admiral Sir John Jervis, for his very gallant and meritori- 


ous conduct on an occaſion, which reflected the greateſt luſtre 
on his Majeſty's arms, and could not but prove of the moſt | 


_ eſſential advantage to the country, 


The Duke of Hedford ſaid, he had 3 a good deal diſap- 


pointed the preceding day, on finding that the Houſe was 


up on his arrival at five o'clock, which he had underſtood 


to be the hour at which the King' s Miniſter generally came 
down and public buſineſs commenced. He had much wiſhed 


to have been preſent when the ballot of a Secret Committee 


took place; and he thought a bill of ſome importance (the 


bil 
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bill for repealing the act prohibiting the iſſue of notes by the 
Bank of England, for a leſs fum than 51.) had been hurried 


through the Houſe with great precipitation. He ſhould not 


have oppoſed that bill, nor did he mean to lay any ſtreſs on 


what he had ſaid reſpecting the ballot taking place fo early 
in the day as it had done, but ſurely ſome general rule as 10 


the commencement of public buſineſs ought to obtain. He 
roſe, . however, then to ſtate his extreme diſapprabation 
of the mode of inquiry into the affairs of the Bank that had 


been inſtituted, and to give notice that on Monday he ſhould 
bring forward an enquiry on the ſubject, and thoſe cauſes that 
gave riſe to the Order of Council of the 26th of February, 


on a more enlarged and more extenſive ſcale; he therefore 
moved that the Lords be ſummoned for Monday,  _ 
The Lord Chancellor quitted the woolſfack, for the purpoſe 


of replying to what the noble Duke had thrown out reſpect- 


ing the proceedings of the preceding day. He was aware, 
that four o'clock wis at firſt fuggeſted as the moſt proper 


Hour for proceeding on the büſineſs; but it was very thortly 


afterwards deemed more eligible to commence at two 


o'clock, and had not his Grace left the Houle fo early, he 


would have heard the alteration ſuggeſted, the queſtion put 


in the regular form, and agreed to. It was, his Lordſhip 
ſaid, notified in a pretty full Houſe, and in the hearing of 
| ſeveral Peers now preſent. He hoped the noble Duke 
would not therefore for a moment ſuppoſe, that it was the 
intention of any of their Lordſhips to take the Houſe by ſur- 


priſe, or that he had been at all to blame. 
| RHE MARQUIS OF LANDSDOWN. 


The Lord Chancellor quitted the woolſack, and acquainted 
the Houſe, that in conſequence of certain proceedings on the 
part of a noble Peer, on Tueſday night, without his having 


(through mere inadvertence) qualified himſelf, by taking the 


_ oaths ſtrictly enjoined by law, he became neceſſarily liable to 


ſuch penalties and diſabilities“ as their Lordſhips muſt be 


well acquainted with. Under the peculiar circumſtances of 
the caſe, he was pretty well aware what muſt be the feel- 
ings of the Houſe on the occaſion. A legiſlative. proceeding 


was indiſpenſible to qualify that noble perſon to fit among 


| their Lordſhips ; and, an ſuch an occaſion; it was alſo requi- 
ſite to apply to his Majeſty. On this part of the queſtion, 


he was authoriſed to declare his Majeſty's full conſent to 


their Lordſhips entertaining ſuch a propoſition as he had al- 


Yor. I ß luded 
* Yide Statute of William III. Anno 13, Cap. 6, ; 
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luded to; and being thus warranted, he would move their 

Lordſhips to agree to an act for the purpoſe, which he then 

held in his hand. 

The act was then read by the clerk, and was intituled, An 
act to relieve William, Marquis of Lanſdown, from certain 

pains, penalties, and diſabilities, incurred by him, &c.” 

The propoſition of the Lord Chancellor fully meeting the 
ſenſe of their Lordſhips, the bill was read a firſt and ſecond 
time, nem. diſs. and ordered to be committed. 

Adjourned till the next day. 


HOUSE OF COMMONS. 
FRIDAY, MARCH Z. 

A meſſage was received from the Lords, informing the 
Houſe, that their Lordſhips had paſſed the bill for removing 
doubts with reſpect to the Bank iſſuing Bank bills, under the 
ſum of 51. without any amendment. 

The Speaker, with the members, were then ſummoned to 
the upper Houſe, to attend a royal commiſſion. On his te- 
turn, he informed the Houſe, that the royal aſſent had been 
given by commiſſion to the Bank note bill, and to other pub+ 
lic and private bills, | 
Mr. Milberforce Bird moved the 8 of the day, for ſuſ- 
pending the acts of the 15th and 17th of his preſent Majeſty, 
ſuſpending the iſſue of ſmall notes. 

Mr. Hawkins Browne ſaid, that he would oppoſe the paſ- 
ling of the bill, unleſs a clauſe was inſerted in it to repeal it 
during the preſent ſeſſion. The more a perſon was embar- 
raſſed in his circumſtances, the more apt he would be to reſort 
to the expedient of iſſuing quantities of theſe ſmall notes. He 
wiſhed therefore, that in order to prevent the abuſe of the 
bill, ſome ſeyerer puniſhment ſhould be enacted than the 
mere penalty of diſtreſs It would be impoſſible to correct 

the fraudulent iſſue of thoſe bills without rendering the per- 
ſons, who ſhould fail in their payment, liable to be i impri- 
ſoned and ſent to the Houſe cf Correction; except theſe 
ſevere reſtraints were adopted, every individval would be 
enabled to ſet up a mint in his own houſe, and increaſe the 
artificial wealth of the country to the deſtruction of real 
credit. He concluded with moving, that inſtead of three 
months, the operation of the bill ſhould be confined to one 
Month. | | 
Mr. W. Bird begged levies to bring up a clauſe, which he 
Was deſirous ſhould bo nleFipg- in the bill, . % That 
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if any perſon ſhould fail in the payment of a note three days 
after it became due, that it ſhould be lawful for the juſtices 

to ſummon him before them, to award coſts to the plaintiff 
with the payment of the amount of the note, and to levy 
diſtreſs upon the effects of the perſon ſo failing in his engage- 
ment. „ „ | 
Mr. Sheridan ſtated that this was as important a ſubject as 
could poſſibly engage the attention of the Houſe in the pre- 
ſent unfortunate lituation of the country. One unfortunate 
conſequence would follow from the iſſue of thoſe bills, that 
if any ſhould not be paid, a general diſtruſt would take place 
with reſpeC to their validity, and the whole would undergo 
a molt alarming depreciation. At the ſame time it would be 
a moſt unfortunate thing to hold out to all the manufacturers 
in the kingdom, a menace of being impriſoned or ſent to 
the Houſe of Correction, if not from any fraudulent purpoſe, - 
but from the failure of remittances, or the preſſure of the 
times, they ſhould be unable to make good their engage- 
ment. If the bill was accompanied with ſuch a menace, in- 
ſtead of having the effect to afford a temporary relief to their 
Credit, it would tempt them rather to incur the evils of im- 
_ mediate bankruptcy, than run the riſque of being ſubjected 
to a puniſhment ſo painful and degrading. At the ſame time, 
if theſe bills were to reſt merely on nominal credit, they 
would not anſwer the purpoſe to afford relief to the laborious. 
poor. If prefented to the baker and butcher, they would not #1 
be accepted by them to their full amount, and this circum- _ 
ſtance mult alſo tend to create a general depreciation. He q 
ſhould therefore propoſe, in order to remedy this evil, that 
the perſons iſſuing thoſe notes, as a ſecurity for their pay- 
ment, ſhould previouſly depoſit property adequate to the 
amount of the notes iſſued, and that no individuals ſhould 
be allowed to iſſue thoſe notes, whoſe ſubſtance did not al- 
low them to make this depoſit. This precaution, he re- 
marked, would remove every chance for fraud or deprecia- 
tion, which mult otherwiſe inevitably take place in the cir- 
_ culation of this paper. If manufacturers were in ſuch a 
ſituation as to juſtify them in iſſuing thoſe notes, they muſt 
either be on ſuch a footing of credit with their banks, or in 
poſſeſſion of good bills, which would enable them to produce 
ſecurity to the amount of the notes iſſued. Hz illuſtrated 
his propoſition by referring to the inſtance of lottery tickers. 
The dealers in thoſe tickets were allowed to divide them in 
{mall ſhares for the accommodation of their cuſtomers, after 
Aaz having 
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having depoſited the original tickets as a ſecurity. He then 
gave notice of his intention to move that evening for an im- 
mediate ſupply of copper coinage in pennies and two-pen- 
nies, for the relief ot the laborious poor. He ſhould not 
move for any freſh coinage of halfpence, as if theſe were of 
the proper ſtandard, they muſt tend to cut out all thoſe 
which were now in circulation, an evil which might be of 
greater magnitude than the relief it was intended to afford. 
He could not conhde for a moment in the diligence of Mi- 
niſters. elſe when they foreſaw, as they muſt neceſſarily have 
done, the approach of this great public calamity, they would 
have taken meafures to have had by this time waggon-loads 
of this uſeful coin coming up from Bolton s manufactory 
at Birmingham. 

The 22 of the Ro.ls agreed with Mr. Sheridan, that it 
would be deſirable to provide a fund to anſwer the notes be- 
fore they were iſſued, but he alſo thought that ſome penalty 
ſhould be annexed to the non-payment of them, and that in 
a ſummary way: otherwiſe the poor man, who was not able 

to go to Jaw with the rich man, might not be able to get his 
money. He wiſhed to hold out a terror to prevent a man 
from iſſuing notes, unleſs he had goods to anſwer them. 

The Speaker obſerved, that as the clauſe contained a pe- 
nalty, it could not be inſerted | into the Bill, unleſs it went 
through a Committee of the whole Houſe ; and the proper 
place to argue on the inſufficiency of the penalty, would be 
in that Committee; and the Houſe accordingly reſolved it⸗ 
lelf into a Committee on the bill. 

The Chancellor of the Exchequer then ſpoke againſt the pe- 
nal part of the clauſe: he thought it would be hard that to 
perſonal misfortune perſonal diſgrace and puniſhment ſhould 
be ſuperadded. With reſpect to what had fallen from Mr. 
Sheridan about copper coin, he had no objection to the ad- 
dreſs which he meant. to offer: and he thought it neceſſary 
then to inform the Houſe that directions had been already 
given, and proper meaſures taken to promote that objeR. 
Mr. Fox and Mr. Bryn Edwards ſpoke upon the clauſe. 
The latter expreſſed himſelf directly againſt the Bill, becauſe. 
it went to multiply the quantity of paper in circulation; and 
thus increaſe the very EV il which had cauſed the diſtreſs of 
the cduntry. 

After a further converfarian ROE] the Chanceller of the 

Exchequer, Mr. Sheridan, Mr. Wilberforce, Sir John Mitford, 

Mc. M. Bird, and Mr. Far, it was finally agreed —_ my 
blan 
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blank ſhould be filled up with impoſing a penalty of twenty 


ſhillings, in addition to the payment of coſts and the power 


of levying diſtreſs on the effects of thoſe perſons who ſhould 
fail in paying the notes they had iſſued three days after they 


had become due. | 


Mr. V,. Bird then defired, that the duration of the Bill! 


might be limited to one month inſtead of three, with a power 
to renew the act if neceſſary. 9. 
- The &peaker obſerved, that in the interval between the 
expiration and the renewal of the Bill, the Eaſter receſs 
would occur, ſo that there might not be time to renew it. 
Mr. Baftard ſaid, he could not fit in his place and hear ho- 
was at ſtake. | LN Fs 
Mr. Sheridan declined enforcing his ſuggeſtion to oblige 
individuals previouſly to depoſit a ſecurity adequate to the 
amount of the notes they ſhould iſſue. The Houſe being 
reſumed, the Bill was finally paſſed, and it was agreed, after 
ſome diſcuſſion, that it ſhould continue in operation till the 
firſt of May next. „ i rs DT 
He then moved, That an humble addreſs ſhould be pre- 


ſented to his Majeſty, that his Majeſty would be graciouſly 
pleaſed to give directions that meaſures ſhall be taken for 


procuring an immediate ſupply of copper coinage to pay the 
wages of the laborious poor in the preſent exigency.“ 

The motion was unanimouſly agreed to. 

. ADMIRAL SIR JOHN JERVIS, 


Mr. Secretary Dundas ſaid, it was my intention this night 


to have given notice of a motion for Monday, not then con- 
celving that the intelligence on which it is founded had got 


abroad ſo generally among the public, as I ſince find it 
has done. Having, however perceived that the intelligence 


is as extenſively known as it is matter of the higheſt ſatis- 
faction and exultation, I cannot for one moment delay af- 
fording an opportunity to this houſe to. expreſs thoſe ſenti- 


ments of adiniration and gratitude which every Britiſh boſom 


muſt feel on ſuch an occaſion. One reaſon why I was 
chiefly unwilling to bring ſorward a motion of thanks on 
this day was, that I was extremely deſirous, that previous 


to that ſtep, the Houſe and the public ſhould be in poſſeſſion 
of all the facts and documents relative to this illuſtrious 


tranſaction. I was anxious not to proceed to this plealing 


taſk of my duty without being ſanctioned by the authority of 


the gallant Admiral himſelf, who in his official diſpatches has 
5 e detailed 


lidays talked of at a time when the ſalvation of the country 
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detailed all the circumſtances relative to this glorious event, 
with a degree of perſpicuity and clearneſs which reflect on 
_ the higheſt honour, and which I only ſhould injure by 

ſtatement or repetition of mine. Waving, however, 
Pos detail, and ſatisfied that the general knowledge of the 


event can only excite in this Houle the ſame rapturous fen- 


ſations, which I underſtand have been already expreſſed by 
the public, in order to command the moſt cordial and heart- 
felt aſſent to the motion which I now mean to bring for- 


Ward, it is only neceſſary for me to intimate, that accounts 
have this day arrived in town that a Britiſh Admiral with 


fifteen fail of the line, fought, purfued, attacked, and con- 
quered a fleet of the enemy, conſiſting of twenty-ſeven ſail 
of the line, and, as trophies of this victory, the moſt ſignal and 


illuſtrious that ever was achieved in the annals of the Britiſh. 


navy, has ſent into port, as prizes two ſhips of 112 guns each, 
and two others, one of 80 and one of 74 guns. Whether he 
has ſince reaped any more glortous trophies of his diſtinguiſh- 
ed ſucceſs, I am yet not enabled to ſtate to the Houfe. But 


ſure J am that every Britith heart muſt be united to pay to 
the gallant Admiral that tribute of gratitude and admiration 


due to his admirable conduct and his eminent fervices to the 
public. Penetrated with this feeling, and anxious no longer 
to repreſs the impatience which every member mult feel to 


: Join in this tribute, I ſhall conclude with moving, © That 


the thanks of this Houſe be given to Admiral Sir John Jer- 
vis, Knight of the Bath, for his able and gallant conduct on 
the 14th of February laſt, in the moſt brilliant and deciſive 


victory over the Spanith fleet, conſiſting of twenty-ſeven fail 


of the line, by the fleet under his command.” 3 
Mr. Fox ſaid, in ſeconding this motion, I riſe only to ſay. 


a very few words. By returning our thanks on this occaſion, 
w cannot but feel with peculiar pride and ſatisfaction, that 
we expreſs our gratitude and acknowledgments for the moſt 


brilliant and illuſtrious * ever . in the annals 
of this county. 
Mr Keene ſaid, I 40 not conceive that on this occaſion a 


: mere expreſſion of our thanks is a ſufficient teſtimony of our 


ſenſe of the merit ot che gallant admiral. I think it our in- 
diſpenſable duty to te. it up with a reſolution that may 
ſubſtantially mark the deep impreſſion we feel of the diſtin- 
guiſhed ſervice that has been rendered to the country, and 
which I am confident will meet the general withes of the 
nation, and command the warmeſt tribute of public appro- 

bation. 
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bation. I ſhall therefore move, "That an humble addreſs 


be preſented to his Majeſty, that his Majeſty would be gra- 
ciouſly pleaſed to conter ſome ſignal mark of his royal favour 


on Admiral Sir John Jervis, for his gallant and meritorious 
exertions on the 14th of February, &c.“ 


Mr. Secretary Dundas. I ſhould be extremely ſorry that 


any diſagreement of opinion ſhould ariſe on any motion ſug- 
geſted on this occalion No man who knows my ſentiments 
of the character and public ſervices of the galiant Admiral, 


can poſlibly ſuſpect that I ſhould be in the ſmalleſt degree 


backward to bear the moſt decided teſtimony to his merits, 
or conceive any reward too great for his diſtinguiſhed and 
ſucceſsful exertions; but at the ſame time by expreſling their 
thanks on this occaſion, the Houſe diſcharges that duty which 


belongs to them. It is ſurely not necellary for them to in- 


terfere with the reward which is fo eminently due to this il- 
luſtrious character, or to take out of the hands the taſk which 
_ peculiarly belongs to the Royal office, and which muſt be 

ſo highly gratifying to the Royal feelings. It cannot ſurely 
be ſuſpected, that in this inſtance, there will be any want 
either of inclination or promptitude on the part of the Exe- 


cutive Government, to do jultice to the eminent ſervices of 


the gallant Admiral, and to meet the wiſhes of a grateful 


people. 


Mr. Marlin ſaid, this naval victory affords me peculiat : 
ſatisfaction, as it turniſhes a decided proof that if we confine 

our operations to ſea affairs, we cannot fail of ſucceſs, and 
| ſhall at once conſult the intereſts of humanity and the glory 


of the Britiſh empire. | 


Mr. Keene ſaid, notwithſtanding what has been urged by 
the right honourable Secretary, I am ſtill of opinion that it 
is incumbent upon this Houſe to expreſs ſome peculiar mark 
of their approbation for a ſervice Which is univerſally admit- 

ted to be the moſt meritorious and diſtinguiſhed that has 
ever occurred in the annals of the country. I am convinced 
that it is only by adopting the motion I have propoſed, that 


the Houſe can render a juſt tribute to the merits of the gal- 


lant Admiral, or adequately meet the grateful ſenſe of the 
nation at large. At all events I am deſirous, for the ſake of 
this illuſtrious perſon, that the motion may be recorded on 


the journals of this Houſe. Mr. Keene concluded with re- 
peating the terms of the motion. ny 


Sir Charles Bunbury roſe to ſecond the motion. Iam con- 
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this occaſion that they feel along with their conſtituents, they 
cannot diſcover too great promptitude in conferring on the 


gallant Admiral the moſt ſignal and unequivocal proofs of their 
gratitude and admiration. This brave officer by his conduct 
has ſtamped a reputation which will be as Jaſting as the annals. 


of Britiſh glory. The name of Jervis will ever be dear and 


illuſtrious to his country. One of the captured ſhips, which 
rank among the trophies of his victory, ſuggeſts a title appro- 


priate. to the character of the gallant Admiral. Allow me to 
greet him by the appellation of Sa/vador de! Mundo. 


Ihe Chancellor of the Exchequer ſaid, I could not poſſibly 
have conceived that, on this particular topic, any point could 
have occurred, which would in the ſmalleſt degree be diſtreſſ- 
ing to my feelings. I do not, however, know that any ſub- 


ject could poſhbly have been introduced ſo extremely diſtreſſing 
to my feelings as the preſent motion. It cannot ſurely be con- 


ceived, that there can exiſt the ſmalleſt difference of ſentiment 


with reſpect to the extent and value of the ſervices of the gal- 


lant Admiral, or the feelings of gratitude and admiration 


which are due to his character. But even amidſt thoſe effu- 
ſions of gratitude and admiration, which are peculiarly called 


forth by that brilliant and deciſive exploit which engages our 
preſet attention, it is incumbent upon the Houſe not to ſuffer 
| themſelves to be carried from their ſenſe of propriety by the 


impulſe of their feelings; or, amidſt the ardour of their ac- 


knowledgements, to confound thoſe diſtin&t functions which 
belong to the different bodies of the legiſlature. I again repeat 


that, with reſpect to the extent of the merit and the value of 


the ſervices of the brave officer in queſtion, there can be no 
difference of opinion; nor can any expreſſion of approbation, 
and teſtimony of reward, be conceived too great for his admi- 
rable conduct and diſtinguiſhed ſervices to the country. But 


I muſt ſuggeſt to the Houſe, tranſcendant as is the brilliancy 


of the preſent tranſaction, whether the hiſtory of this country 


can be expected in the preſent moment to produce any inſtance 


of gallantry and proweſs of ſuch extenſive benefit, and unri- 
_ valled ſplendor, as cannot find fome nearly ſimilar example in 
its former annals. There is, ſurely, no point of military 


glory, no proof of profeſſional deſert, on the part of Britiſh 


officers, which is new to the record of our national fame. But 
at no period, I believe, has it ever occurred, that, on the firſt 
intimation of victory, ſuch a motion ſhould be brought for- 
ward in this Houſe. Can it poſſibly be ſuſpected, that on the 


part of the higheſt branch of the legiſlature there is ſuch an 
extreme inſenſibility to the glory and intereſt of the country, 


that 
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that there can exiſt the ſmalleſt diſpoſition to overlook the me- 


rits, or pats by the claims, of the moſt valuable ſervants of the 
public. I do not know that in any former inſtance of the 
moſt ſplendid naval achievements any ſuch proceeding, as that 
which is now propoſed, was ſanctioned by the Houſe of Com- 
mons. I can confidently refer to what took place with reſpect 


or deficiency of gratitude. But what will perhaps be confi- 
dered as a {till more extraordinary inſtapce in the hiſtory of 


even adopted with refpe& to the famous Duke of Marlbo- 


require to be proinpted to pay the juſt tribute, of approbation 
ſelves by their profeſſional merits, and their public ſervices ? 


tude in contemplating the meritorious exploits of the gallant 
Admiral, it muſt be no ſmall addition to their pleaſure to find 


favours, thoſe whom it honours with its approbation. On the 
part of his Majeſty's Miniſters, 1 can ſafely affirm, that betore 
this laſt ſplendid inſtance of the good conduct and valour of 
the gallant Admiral, we have not been remiſs in waorching 


neſſed, in the whole of his proceedings, ſuch inſtances of per- 
| ſeverance, of diligence, and of exertion in the public ſervice, 
as, though leſs brilliant and dazzling than this laſt exploit, are 
only leſs meritorious as they are put in- comperition with the 
glory of a ſingle day, which has proſuced ſuch extenſive and 
_ ancalculable bene to the Britiſh empire, Feeling ſuch to 


during the whole of his command, I am not afraid of incur- 

ridg any imputation of a defire to ſubttact from his-merits, or 
to with-hold the honours to which he has ſo juſtly eſtabliſhed 
his claim. I am only defirous that the approbation of this 
Houſe ſhould be conveyed in a manner confiftent with the 
practice of the country, and the courſe of the Conftituticn, 
J confeſs: that J ſhould feel myſelf infinitely relieved by the 
conſent of the honourable Gentleman to withdraw his moticn. 


Vor. II. 1797. B b tall 


to the gallant and beneficial ſervices of Rodney, of Keppel, ; 
and of Howe—officers, in whoſe caſe, the Houſe will not 
ſurely be accuſed of having felt any coldneſs of approbation, 


the country, Jam not aware that any ſuch proceeding was 


rough, whoſe name makes ſo illuſtrious a figure in the annals | 
of the country. Can it be ſuppoſed that the Crown can ever 


and honours to thoſe who have eminently ſignalized them 


If the Houſe feel peculiar ſentiments of ſatisfaction and grati- 


_ that the ſame ſentiments are no leſs felt by that part of the le- 
_ giflature to which we are all bound to look up with the higheſt 
reſpect, and to which it peculiarly belongs to diſtinguiſh by its 


the uniform tenor of his profeſſional career; we have wit- 


have been my high ſenſe of the conduct of this brave officer, 
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per not atteinpt to get rid of it by a direct negative, on ſuch 
a da as this; that were impoſſible ; but I ſhall Meet it, by 


moving the previous queſtion, 


Me. Sheridan faid it is impoſſible but that every man muſt 


feel the ſentunent that every thing that can be done by this 


Houſe ought to be done, in the preſent inſtance, to expreſs 


our high lenſe of the diſtinguiſhed merit and eminent ſervices 


of the gallant Admiral. 1 differ, however, from the honour- 


able mover of the reſolution, who has ſtated, that for the ſake 


of Sir John Jervis, he is, at all events, defircus that it ſhould 


appear on the journals of this Houſe. It the motion be put 

and oppoſed, to inlert it on the journals of this Houſe, inſtead 
of adding to the well-earned reputation of that brave officer, 

would, I conceive, have a contrary effe&. The journals of 


this Houſe do not contajn the records of that brave officer's 


glory. They would only bear teſtimony to the rejection of 
the motion. I cannot, however, ſubmit to the doctrine that 


this Houſe have no right to interfere to expreſs their marked 


approbation of a diſtinguiſhed character, or to apply to his 
Majeſty to ſignalize the moſt eminent public ſervices by pecu- 
liar marks of his royal favour. If there was any chance that 
the preſent motion would be paſſed unanimouſly, it would ex- 


perience my warmeſt approbation. I cannot allow the proud 
boaſt of the right honourable Gentleman to paſs unnoticed, 
that in no inſtance has there appeared on the part of the exe- 


cutive government any degree of inſenſibility to the worth of 
gallant officers, or any want of promptitude to reward the 


claims of public fervices. The very mention of the name of 


the honourable Admiral muſt forcibly recal the recollection of 
his former ſervices, and the degree of attention which they ex- 


perienced from the executive government. No mark of ho- 


nour, no teſtimony of reward, has hitherto followed from his 
gallant exertions, which Minifters feel themſelves compelled 


to notice in terms of the higheſt panegyric. While they have 
with-held from him, and other illuſtrious characters, the juſt 
rewards of their merit, on whom have they choſen to throw 
away their honours? On perſons, who have no pretenſions to 


profeſſional deſert, who can exhibit no claims of public ſervice. 


The late inftances of individuals, on whom, for no reafon 


whatever that could juſtify any addition of dignity in the eyes 
of the nation, the diſtinction of the peerage has been confer- 


red, undoubtedly tends to cheapen the honour, and take away 


from it all idea of reward for public ſervices. If any honour | 
could be conferred on the gallant Admiral in a way ſo marked 


as to ſeparate it from the maſs of honours which have been la- 


vifhed 


* * 
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viſhed on others, it would undoubtedly only be a ju? tri- 
bute for his diſtinguiſhed ſervices. I conceive that I am fully 
borne out by facts, when | aver that honours have not lately 
been conferred in a manner agreeable to the public voice, or 
the public wiſhes. I need only allude to the inſtance of a no- 
ble Lord (Howe), who, by his gallant and able conduct, had 
eſtabliſhed the ſtrongeſt claims upon the gratitude and juſtice of 
his country. A blue ribbon was then vacant. It was pointed 
out for the noble Lord by public expectation and public ru- 
mour. The noble Lord could certainly feel no deſire for ſuch 
a diſtinction from any motive of perſonal vanity. But it was 
natural he ſhould wiſh for the dignity of the ſervice to which 
he belonged, that it ſhould experience the moſt diſtinguiſhed 
marks of the royal approbation. But inſtead ot the blue ribbon 
being given to the gallant and venerable Admiral, he was of- 
fered a paltry bauble, which he properly rejected, while this 
ſignal honour, which ought only to be accorded to the higheſt 
merit, was jerked on the ſhoulders of a perſon, for what 
claims of public ſervice, I confeſs, I do not know, and I am 
diſpoſed to think that the country muſt be equally at a loſs to 
diſcover. | | 
Mr. Keene ſaid, $i; | was certainly anxious to an the, 
conduct ot che gallant Admiral by the moſt giſtin 1gviſhed teſti⸗ 
mony ot approbation which this Houſe could contet, but. in 
compliance with what 1 find to be the wiſh of a great m: 
rity in this Houſe, | ſhall not perfiſt to preſs my motion. | 
Mr. For. Sir, 1 certainly do not riſe to object to with- 
drawing the motion. | riie only to enter my decided proteſt 
- agaiiiſt the doctrine laid down by the right honourable Gen- 
tleman, as if there was any thing contrary to the forms of this 
| Houſe, or the practice of the Conſtitution, in expreſſing our 
opinion in the moſt decided manner of ſervices, eminent to a 
degree beyond any that ever called forward the honours of the 
Crown, or the rewards of this Houſe. If this queſtion had 
come to a diviſion, I undoubtedly ſhould have vored for it. L 
am perſuaded that the propoſition it contains is perfectly con- 
fiſtent with the nature of the Conſtitution ; nor do I conceive 
that it would leſſen the glory and achievements of the gallant 
Admiral that they were recommended to the notice and favour 
of his Majeſty by the voice of the repreſentatives of the people. 
The original motion of Thanks to Sir John Jervis was then 
carried nem. con. with the molt rapturous burſts of ſatistaction 
from every quarter of the Houſe. 
Mr. Secretary Dundas then moved, that the thanks of this 
Houſe be given to Vice Adiniral Charles Thompſon, Vice 
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Admiral Hon. W. Waldegrave, Rear Admiral William Par- 


| ker, Conimodore (now Rear Admiral) Nelfon, Captain (now 
Sir K bert) Calder, firſt Captain of the Victory, and the ſe- 


veral Captains, &c. of the fleet under Admiral Sir John Jer- 
vis, for their gallant and meritorious conduct. &c. 


nem. cn. 


Mr. Secretary Dundas ſaid, that in the next motion he was 
to make, he was confident that he ſhould mcer the ſentiments 
of Sir John Jervis, who, on this occation,. had given the molt 
flatterihg teitiinony to the good conduct and gillantry of the 


reſpective CTEWS, and who muſt be detiroas th: at thole brave 
tars ſhould be contidered by the Houſe of Commons as ſharers 


of the merit, and partners of the glory, of this brilliant and 
deciſive victory. He therefore inoved, That the acknowledg- 
ments of the Houle be given to tie jeamen, marines, and lol- 
diers, ſerving on board the different ſhips, and that the fame 
be ſignified to them by their e Captains. Paſſed 
nem. con. 

Mr. Grey faid, that, from feelings of private friendſhip as 
well as public gratitude, no man could rejoice more than he 
did in the brilliant victory which Sir John Jervis had achieved. 


He thought that a victory fo diſtinguithed thould be marked 


with as decided teſtimonies of admiration as the Houſe had ever 


in any Caſe beſtowed. He was ſorry that it had been thought 


proper to withdraw the motion which had been made by the 


honourable Gentleman (Mr. Keene), becauſe there were 
precedents for ſuch a meaſure. 
the reign of Queen Anne, relative to the Duke of Marlbo- 
rough, was a caſe directly in point, and a ſimilar addreſs, he 
thought, ſhould have been preſented on the preſent occaſion. 
Mr. Sheridan moved, That there be laid before this Houſe, 
an account of the ſavings (if any) which have been made in 
conſequence of any report made by the Commiſſioners ap- 


The addreſs of the Houſe in 


pointed, to enquire into the fees and en of certain 


offices.“ 
The Chancellor the Exchequer did not foo the neceſſity of 


producing the accounts called for, eſpecially as no grounds had 
been adduced for the propriety of their production. 
was no queſtion of any immediate pecuniary rehef being de- 
rived from the ſale of the Crown lands, though no inconſide- 
rable advantage might reaſonably be expected to ariſe to the 


public from their gradual improvement. 


Mr. Courtenay moved, That there be laid before the Houſe, 
an account of the amount of the ſalary, and of the mode in 


Paſſed 
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which it was paid to the Tellers of the Exchequer in the year 


The Chancellor of the Exchequer expreſſed his ſurpriſe how 


this enquiry could have occupied the honourable Gentleman's 
mind for fourteen years, without his having intimated it till 


1797, when the queſtion could not be folved withoat recur- 


ring to a period, of which he (Mr. Pitt) did not at preſent 


bear that particular circumſtance in recollection. | 
; 0 Sheridan (aid, that the reaſon why the right honout- 
ble Gentleman ſeemed ignorant of the circumſtance alluded 
wi was douitleſs becauſe he (Mr. Pitt) was not at that period 
Firſt Lord of the Treaſury. The motions made by him and 


| his honourable friend were not without their objects and their 


grounds, for they were connected with a motion reſpecting 


the retrenchment of finecure aces, which was expected to 
take place on Monday next. 

The Chancellor of the Exchequer ſaid, that no diſtin anſwer | 
could be given to any Gentleman on a detached fact, the con- 
nection of which could not now appear with a motion, with 


the particular views of which the Houſe were as yet unac- 
5 quainted. | 


Mr. Grey tected; that he could not perceive the neceſſity 


of ſtating the particular views of the motion alluded to; nei- 
ther did he ſee that any inconvenience could ariſe from the 
production of the accounts now called for. Similar motions _ 
for an enquiry into theſe abuſes had frequently been made 
during the laſt fourteen years; but way were always unfor- 
tunately rejected | 
Mir. Harriſon ſaid, he did not wiſh to with-hold any of the 
motives or vic ws of * intended motion. He had more anx- 
jous, though perhaps not better founded hopes, that now, at 


leaſt, under the general preſſure of diſtreſs that weighed upon 


the country, tome alleviation might be derived from the abo- 
lition of the ſinecure places; for ſome check muſt neceſſarily 
be ſoon put to the prodigality of Miniſters, and their wanton | 


profuſion of the public money 


After a few obfervations from Mr. Courteney and Mr. Shert- 
; dan, their reſpective motions were withdrawn. 


| BANK OF ENGLAND, _ | 
Mr. Branſton brought up the report“ of the Committen ap- 


pointed to enquire into the ſtate of the Bank, which was read, 
the ſubſtance ot which is as follows: 


Tue Committee ſtated, that they had examined the out- 


Vide Appendix. 
„„ ſtanding 
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ſtanding claims againſt the Bank, with the correſponding aſſets, 
and found that on the 25th of February, the day to which the 


accounts could be made up with accuracy, the total ainount 
of demands 


On the Bank was — 13,770,390 
Aſſets, not including the ſam of 11,686, 800]. of per- jp 280 
manent debe duc by Government, amounted to 7259742 


3,826,590 


So that there as 2 hos: ana of 


Since the 25th of February conſiderable iſſues had buen 
"8 made, both in Bak notes aud Government paper; but as 


22 — — 4 - - > g — * 
42 > ie adhere De oct, C . 
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6. 

h 5 theſe were upon Co. "c {ponding ſecurities, the OE] in favour 
„ of the Bank was not at al! diminiſhed by th: 

448 The report was ordered to be printed. 1 on the motion 
* of the Chancellor of the Exchequer, oidered to be taken into 
18 


"1 _ conſideration on Monday 
168 The Attorney General ſaid, that he could not avoid expreſſ- 
1 ing his ſatisfaction at the report of the Committee, which he 
10 was convinced would afford not only conſolation, but even 
1 give energy to the Houſe and to the public mind. The Com - 
1 mittee had proceeded io a faithful diſcharge of their duty in 
[F908 . examining the firſt object pointed out to them by the order of 
Bl... the Houſe, but they found the ſecond an object of too much im- 
„ portance to come to an immediate deciſion upon it. They would, 
1 however, with all poſſible diſpatch proceed to the conſideration 
„ of it, though they could not fix a time for making their re- 
108 port with reſpect to the cauſes which produced the Order of 
| Council, and the neceſſity of providing for the confirmation 
1 and continuance of it. He had, however, the ſtrongeſt rea- 
(199018 ſons to think that there would appear the moſt ſatisfactory 
grounds to warrant in the firſt inflance the neceſſity of the 
meaſure. | 
Mr. Grey declared, that as the right honourable gentleman 
had obſerved that it was impoſſible to aſcertain any particular 
time for the report of the Committee on the fecond conſidera- 
tion, he ſhould add, that the Committee had loſt no time in 
the enquiry which they had already made, and they would l; 
not loſe time in their further compliance with the order of the | 
Houſe. _ | ” 
Mr. For wiſhed to know why the right d Gentle- 
man appeared to be convinced that the report of the Com- 


mittee would ſatisfy Gentlemer. on the neceſſity of the 
-meaſuref-: | 
| Mr. 
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Mr. Grey obſerved, that the Houſe was in poſſeſſion of all 
the information which had come before the Committee, 
but that nothing could be brought forward with reſpect to 
the neceſſity of the meaſure, as the cauſes had not been 
yet taken into diſcuſſion. 


The Attorney General wiſhed to be underſtood to give no 


opinion as to the cauſes. | 
After an additional ation 3 Mr. 175 the ert 
was ordered to be taken into e on Monday next. 


ATTEMPT TO IN VAaDE IRELAND. 


Mr. I) hithread ſaid, Sir, the Houſe having been for lis 
«6 occupicd with the preſing coniideration of the moſt 
important matters, I now rite in conſequence of the notice 
which I have given, to inſtitute an enquiry into the naval 
defence of the country at the time of the enemy's invaſion 
of the ſiſter kingdom. Since the attention of the Houſe has 
this night been engaged in the ſatisiactory relation of the moſt 
ſignal And brilliant victory that has ever been obtained by 


the Britiſh fleet, I cannot ſuffer the account of it, however 


pleaſing it muſt prove to the feelings of every friend to the 
fafety and proſperity of the Britilh empire, to pats un- 
noticed without entering my proteſt againſt Adminiſtration, 
and particularly the. naval branch of 3 it, for any ſhare what- 


ever in the ſucceſs of this glorious action. It appears to 


me, Sir, that however great and highly entitled to praiſe 


the gallant conduct and able exertions of Admiral Sir John 
Jervis and the officers and men under his command may be, 
that in the ſame proportion as they command the admira- 


tion and gratitude of the country, we are called upon to 
cenſure the conduct of the Board of Admiralty for neglect- 
ing to ſecure to us by a judicious diſpoſition of ſtrength, 


the probability of fucceſs in a quarter where our arms have 


triumphed i in a manner fo ſplendid and honourable to the 
nation. I think, Sir, that inſtead of permitting the firſt 
Lord of the Admiralty to participate in the glory of an 
action, which reflects ſuch honour on the Britiſh name, that 


an enquiry ſhould be inſtituted into his conduct for ſuffering 
an inferior fleet to be oppoſed to that of the enemy. I will 


for a moment ſuppoſe, that Sir John Jervis had not ſuc- 


ceeded in his gallant attempt, although I am convinced that 


his exertions would have been ſuch as to have done himſelf 
the higheſt honour, and his country the greateſt poſüble 
landes vet 1 contend, that if the iſſue of his ſpirit and {kill 
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were of this diſaſtrous nature, the firſt ſtep taken by us in 
that caſe ſhould have been an impeachment againſt the firſt 
Lord of the Admiralty, for ara him to remain with ſo 
very inferior a ſquadron as 15 ſail of the line on a ſtation 

where the enemy had a fleet vaſtly ſuperior i in number, and 


poſſeſſed the moſt convenient opportunities of i e that 
very material advantage. 


So much I have ſaid upon a ſubject which i in itſelf is at- 


| tended with ſo many pleaſant feelings, but it is painful to 


hint at other events which are of a very different complexion, 


and which excite very different emotions. The preſent 
week has diſplayed events ſo awful as mult fill every mind 


with conſternation, All attention, every faculty is turned 


to the cirenmſtances of our internal ſituation. Meaſures 


have been taken, the conſequences of which it is yet im- 


poſſible to foreſee or to calculate. Though aware of the 


embarraſſments under which the country laboured, and pre- 
viouſly determined upon the meaſure which he adopted, the 


Miniſter ventured to take a ſtep of ſuch importance without 
having conſidered the ſenſation it would produce, or digeſted 
2 ſyſtem of meaſures to meet the exigency. In this ſituation 


have we to contend with an active, enterpriſing and victori- 


ous enemy without, an enemy whom the vanity of Miniſters 
and their adherents once flattered itſelf with the hopes of 


conquering by their financial difficulties, but who, in their 


turn, have attempted to carry the war into our own home; 


in the conteſt with whom too our. own finances have heen 
brought to the verge of ruin, and when it appears doubtful 
whether the right honourable Gentleman will be able to 
ſave us from the gulph of Bankruptcy. I need not remind 
the Houſe that enquiry into naval and military operations 


is one of the moſt antient and undoubted privileges of the 


Houſe. In the moſt glorious periods of our hiſtory Par- 


Uament has exerciſed this right, and thus contributed to the 


ſplendour of our atchievements. The total abandonment 
of this right by the laſt Parliament is the prime cauſe of our 
preſent fituation. When this country was riſing to the 
higheſt pitch of commercial ſplendour Which it ever reached, 


the laſt Parliament entered into the war. They exchanged 


privilege. for confidence, and exchanged that proud ſituation 


this country once held for the humiliating ſtate to which we 


are now reduced. I truſt, however, that this Houſe will at 
length reſume its rights, that it will enquire into the cauſes 
that. have produced ſo fatal an alteration; that it will face, 

that 
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that it will probe our ſituation. I hope the period for this 


is not far diſtant, and that the arts which Miniſters have 
hitherto employed to elude an enquiry, will no longer pre- 
vail. One great point in that enquiry mult be the naval 
conduct of Mi iſters during the war. An honovable 
friend of mine has endeavoured at different times to rouſe 
the Houſe to a ſenſe of their privileges. and to prevail upon 
them to look into their ſituation, but without ſucceſs. In 
the partial enquiry which I now intend to propoſe, I truſt the 
Houſe will act in a different manner. The people of En- 
gland, wounded in that pride of naval ſuperiority which they 
enjoy, and alarmed in their fears that the war may be car- 


ried into their own ſireſides, demand that enquiry ; it is called 
for by every Gentleman who reſpects the rights of the Houſe ; 


it is called for by a regard to the honour of the naval officers 


Who. were concerned in the operations which it involves. 1 


am not diſpoſed to throw blame upon any officer; I do not 
mean to accuſe any department, but it is my object to in- 
veſtigate to whom blame is juſtly to be afcribed. When 


the exploits of our fleets and ſingle ſhips have gained a degree 
'of glory never ſurpaſſed in our hiſtory, when we have up- 


wards of one hundred ſhips of the line, and five hundred ſhips 
of war of every deſcription, it is right to know why the 
reſult has not been ſo favourable to this country as we had 
a right to expect; it is right to know why our trade has of 
late ſuffered fo ſeverely by the depredations of the enemy; 


it is right to know why almoſt every expedition which the 
French have undertaken has been crowned with ſucceſs; it 
is right to know how they have been able unmoleſted to 


tranſport their ſquadrons from one port to another ; and 


above. all, it is right to know why with ninety thips of the . 


line in the European ſeas, the enemy were able unintercept— 
ed to leave their own. coalis to attempt an invaſion upon 
Ireland; to return without moleſtation to their own ports, 
while to that providence which has ſo often protected this 
country we were indebted for defence. - At the opening of 
the preſent ſeſſion, the deſign of invaſion was announced; 


meaſures of defence, whether proper or improper is not at 
preſent the queſtion, were brought forward by the right ho- 


nourable Gentleman. Surely, with the means of intorma- 


tion which they poſſeſſed, and the ſecret ſervice money they _ 


employed, it was in the power of Miniſters to have known 


that the invaſion meditated by the enemy was to be directed 
againſt Ireland, and it was their duty ta have been prepared 
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with that naval ſuperiority which this country enjoys, to 
have turned the deſign to the complete ruin of the enemy. 
Upon our navy laſt year more money was expended than for 
ſeveral years together when the illuſtrious father of the right 
| honourable Gentlemen preſided over the affairs of this 
_ Re country; when the French were every where beaten by ſea : 
{ | * When they durſt no ſooner venture out of port that they were 
| taken. Now, with a navy upon which ſuch immenſe ſums have 
\ HW | been beſtowed, with a force of ſuch decided ſuperiority, the 
enemy might have executed their attempt but for the ſtorm. 
by which they were fruſtrated. If our deliverance from 
| this danger is not to be aſcribed to the elements, I ſhould be 
It! glad to hear how it was owing in any reſpect to the meaſures 
adopted by Miniſters on this critical occaſion. Let us re- 
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who is no profeſſional man is apt to commit, and I hope the 
gentlemem will ſet me right. Admiral Colpoys was ſtation- 
ec off Breſt. Upon the I th of December the French fleet 
contrived to get out of port. While Admiral Colpoys con- 
tinued upon this ſtation, the Toulon ſquadron came round and 
entered Breſt. Richery too returned from his predatory ex- 
pedition, and got in unmoleſted. Upon the 15th then the 
French left Breſt; upon the 20th they appeared upon the 
Iriſh; coaſts, and upon the 24th anchored in Bantry Bay, and 
continued to inſult the coaſts of Ireland without interruption 
from the 18th December, to the 6th January. On the 20th 
5 ! V December 


if view the perilous circumſtances in which we were placed; 
ns let us recollet what at this time was the ſtate of Ireland, 
bY and contemplate the conſequences which might have enſued. 
1 From information, upon which I can perfectly rely, I can 
1 venture to ſtate, that there was then in that country, no 

; 1 4 adequate force to repel the enemy. The commander in 
1 chief, in his diſpatches, even ſays, “ that he is making every 
1 preparation for defence, and that he thinks he will have a ſut- 
„ | ficient force, &c. From the accounts I have received, the 
"aw force there was not three thouſand, totally deſtitute of ar- 
5 10 tillery. Had the enemy effected their landing, the capture 
1 of Cork would have been inevitable. What was the ſtate 
1 of Cork at this critical moment? It was full of ſtores; the 
il} 1k proviſions of the navy for the enſuing year were collected 
ö ll in it. Had the enemy been ſucceſsful in their attempt 

| 1 upon this valuable dpi, they would at a ſingle blow have 

| . i annihilated the Britiſh navy for the enſuing year. In 
$188 calling the attention of the Houſe to the operations of the 
| (RE feet, I wuſt apolegi'ze for the miſtakes which a perſon 
A 
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December news arrived that the French fleet had filed; 
upon the 19th Lord Bridport hoiſted his flag: upon the 21ſt 
the wind was favourable; upon the 25th the wind was fair, 


but his Lordſhip ſtopped at St. Helen's. The wind continu- 


ed fair the 26th and 27th, it then changed, and upon the 30 


Jan. Lord Bridport failed. Upon the 4 iſt the news that the 
French were upon the coaſt of Ireland was received, and the 


ſame day Admiral Colpoys arrived at Spithead. Admiral 


Colpoys did not purſue the enemy's fleet, but returned to 


Spithead with a wind that would have likewiſe carried him 
into Bantry Bay. Various reaſons have been ſuggeſted for this 


conduct. It cannot be faid that he was obliged to return 
on account of inferiority in point of force. After the brilliant 


achievement of Sir John Jervis over ſuch ſuperiority of num 


* 


bers, it will not be faid that fotrteen ſhips of the line were 


not a match for ſixteen French ſhips of the line? But were 


this even admitted, is it an excuſe for the firſt Lord of the 
Admiralty that this ſquadron was not ſufficient? On the con- 
trary. is it not a ground of impeachment againſt him if ſuch 
was the fact, when it was his duty to have kept an adequate 
force on that ſtation? But it has been ſaid too, that Admiral 


Colpoys fleet was ſhort of P roviſions and water. But this 


too forms another article o 


* the ſea, and was obliged to run hothe for fear of being ſtarved, 


Lord of the Admiralty. That the fleet was unable to keep 


is itſelf the heavieſt charge that can be urged againſt Admi- 


| Hevethoſe that were obliged to return home, or why was the : 
| ſquadron allowed to leave that important ſtation till the ar- 


niſtration. Why were ſhips not gradually ſent out to re- 


rival of another? Admiral Colpoys then arrived upon the 
very day the French anchored in Bantry Bay. Admiral El- 
phinſtone had arrived at Crookhaven in a ſhip of war, and 


ave notice of his arrival at Dublin caſtle. Admiral Kingſ- 
mill ſent ſome frigates to co-operate with him, but infteal 
of remaining there, Admiral Elphinſtone arrived at Spi- 
head, and upon the 3d of January Lord Bridport ſailed, ) 


that all theſe different forces rendezvous at Sp thead before 


means were taken to defeat the deſign which the enemy at- 
tempted to put into execution [I do not mean to blame the 
_ courſe which the gallant Admiral Lord Bridport thought 


proper to follow, but, after provecding to Breſt, and thence 
to ee he returned to Spit head upon the. 3d of F ebruary, 


blow to ſatisfy the people of Ireland and the people of En- 
. i wOS J 


without ſecing the enemy's fleet, without ſtriking a ſingle 
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land for the inſult they had ſuffered, and the danger they had 
undergone. Theſe, then, are the grounds upon which I con- 
ceive it to be my duty to propoſe this enquiry. I am aware of 
the objections which Adminiſtration have been in uſe to urge 
againſt ſuch motions as this. The inconvenience to public 
butinels to produce the neceſſary doucuments, the impofſibi- 
lity ſometimes of examining at the bar the officers whoſe evi- 
dence it may be neceflary to take Laſt war a motion for en- 
quiry was made by my right honourable friend (Mr. Fox), of 
which the right honourable gentleman (Mr. Pitt) was a ſtre- 
nuous ſupporter, and moved for ſeveral papers upon the ſub- 
Ject. Upon the preſent occaſion | hope he will aſſiſt to facili- 
tate the enquiry. With regard to the poſſibility of obtaining 
the teſtimonies of thoſe officers whom it may be neceſſary to 
Examine, laſt Friday almoſt all of them were in town, and ſe- 
veral may ſtill be upon the ſpot. At all events thoſe who are 
preſent may be examined in the firſt place, and the reſt upon 
{ome future occaſion. I ſhall not trouble the Houſe farther 
with any arguments to ſhow the propriety of the propoſed en- 
quiry. I ſhall conclude, therefore, Sir, in the words of one of 
your predeceſſors, addreſſed to the Throne upon an occaſion of 
great importance in the year 1744, that it would be unpar- 
donable in the Houſe not to nth its undoubted privileges, | 
and to enquire into every part of our public ſituation.” I 
therefore move, that a Committee be appointed to enquire in- 
to the conduct of Miniſters with regard to the late attempt of 
invaſion againſt Ireland, : 
Mr. Dundas ſaid, Iam very glad the honourable gentleman 
has brought forward the diſcuffion of this important circum- 
Nance in the manner he has done, becauſe it has afforded me 
an opportunity of examining the ſubje i in a regular way, and 
as | truſt, of refuting at the ſame time the various, ill-founded 
reports and miſreprelentations which have been ſince induſtri- 
ouſly circulated about it. The mode which I intend to adopt 
as the moſt clear, ſaibaary, and convincing, will be by 
troubling the Houſe with a ſhort and ſimple narrative of facts. 
But before 1 proceed to do that, it is neceſſary for me to diſmiſs 
the various topics from the recollection of the Houſe with 
which the honourable gentleman has introduced his propoſed 
enquiry into the.circumſtances attending the menaced invaſion | 
of Ireland by the enemy. I. beg to be underſtood, however, 
that in diſcuſſing the prefatory matter which the honoeratile | 
Wag has connected with the ſubjuct of his enquiry, I 
never with to banith from my mind the brilliant and memora- 
ble victory of Sir John Jervis, whate ver may have yh 
tae 


* 
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the nature of his ſituation in that victory, becauſe it was that 
ſituation which had fo ſupereminently added, by its contraſt, 
to his glory. Let that ſituation, however, be what it might, 
there was no miſconduct in the Admiralty, nor was any blame 
thereby to be imputed to it, as I truſt I ſhall preſently evince. 
The honourable gentleman has inculpated the Admiralty for 
not allowing Sir John Jervis a larger force, and a force more 
adequate to that of the enemy, which he defeated. If after the 


ſtatement I am about to make, to remove that inculpation, the 


honourable gentleman ſtill finds any folid reaſon to accuſe the 
Admiralty, he may bring his accuſations forward at a proper 
time. But the honourable gentleman has certainly been miſ- 


informed when he undertook to ſay that Sir John Jervis had 


only fifteen fail of the line upon that ſtation, for his actual ap- 


pointment conſiſted of twenty ſail of the line, beſides frigates, 


which, with the knowledge of his ſkill and bravery, and the 
zeal and ardour of the ſailors under his command, might be 


deemed equal to any force which he would probably have to 
contend with, But it is to be recollected, that out of this al- 


lotted number he left two behind him at Liſbon, in conſe- 
quence of accidents upon the bar there, two more in the 
Streights of Gibraltar, and another he ſent home. If he had 


retained his whole complement, therefore, he would have had 
twenty fail of the line in all, beſides frigates. It was, moreover 

the intention of the Admiralty, juſt before the arrival of the 
glorious news which they have this day received, to have ſent 


him a further reinforcernent of five ſail of the line, which ſhips 


I believe are now ready, or very nearly ready for their deſtina- 


tion. So whatever might have been the force of a fleet, either 
French or Spaniſh, in the Mediterranean or the Streights of 
Gibraltar, I truſt no perſon had ever heard Sir John Jervis ſay 
he ſhould not be a match for them. Beſides, I furthermore 


hope the honourable gentleman, and the Houſe, will be pleaſed 
to admit that no culpability can attach to the Admiralty for 

ſuffering Sir John Jervis to remain upon that ſtation with only 

fifteen fail of the line, inaſmuch as they have previouſly heard 


that he was not ſought for and purſued by the enemy, but on 


the contrary as [ have before ſtated, that he ſought, purſued, 


and conquered the enemy, and was conſequently not only con- 


ſcious of, but proved the itrength and capability of the forces 
he commanded, Nevertheleſs, if this be not ſatisfactory to the 
Houle, and to the honourable gentleman, I ſhall be very wil- _ 
ling at a future opportunity to give a further explanation. 1 


now come diſtinctly to the ditcuikon: of the queſtion itſelf, 


which I acknowledge to have been moved by the honourable. 
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E in a very honourable, and a very proper manner. 
pon this point I call for the attention of the Houſe, and un- 
dertake upon the ground where I now ſtand, not to leave a 
particle of doubt in the mind of any man who hears me, that 
the ſmalleſt blame was imputable either to the civil or mili- 
tary deparments reſpecting the force engaged in that tranſ- 
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action. I am ſenfible that I am talking in bold language, 


and therefore ſhall demand, not as a favour. but as a right, 
that gentlemen will diſmiſs every kind of prejudice from 
their minds and liſten to me with attention, The honour- 
able gentleman has ſtated, that we were obliged to the ele- 
ments for the diſperſion of the enemy's fleet upon the lriſh 
coaſt. It is ſo far true, indeed, that we were obliged to the 
elements, but let it be remembered alſo on the other hand, 
that to the elements, and the elements only, the French have 
been indebted for every part of that expedition. To prove this 
aſſertion, I ſhall not have occaſion to go far back, in point of 
date. Only there is one difficulty to contend with, in the ad- 
miſſion of which, I truſt there will be but one ſentiment, 
namely, the poſſibility of laying before the Houle all the docu- 
ments which Government is poſſeſſed of. If that were to be 
done, there would immediately be an end to the ſafety of the 
public ſervice, and to the ſafety of every individual. Does 


any gentleman doubt it? I think it is impoſſible; and I ſhall 


therefore enter that as a general propoſition ; 1 (ay, a general 
propoſition, and not as one which 1 purpoſely defire to make 
available now, for ſcreening any miſconduct from enquiry. 
My reaſon for doing ſo is plain, when 1 declare, that I have no 
heſitation in ſaying, as 1 hope and truſt no gentleman will 
have any heſitation in agreeing with me, that although prior 
to the ſailing of the French fleet from Breſt, the Admiralty had 
received intelligence that ſuch a fleet was in preparation, it 
was not poſitively known whether it was intended to ſail 
againſt Portugal or Ireland, or ſome part of the Britiſh domi- 
nions. Sometimes it was 'rumoured to be intended. againſt 
Gibraltar, and at others it was ſuſpected to be prepared for an 
attack upon ſome of our more diſtant poſſeſſions. The. Ad- : 
miralty, however, had credible belief that either Portugal or 
Ireland was the object of its deſtination, and no man 1 conjec- 
ture, however authentic his information might be, would have 
been bold to decide that which did not take pla was not 
the moſt probable. There are obvipus reaſons, which it would 
be very indifcreet in me to publiſh, why an invaſion of Portu- 
gal did not take place. I ſhall, abs Aa proceed to deter- - 
mine whether Miniſters adopted ſuch meaſures as the nature 
of circumſtances ſeemed to require -1 aſſert that they 2 
the 
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the propereft and beſt poſhble meaſures which could be taken 


with their uncertainty of the enemy's deſigns ; for it is to be 


obſerved, that they had not wy to watch the hoſtile arma- 
ments of the enemy. and: provide a ſufficient force in every 


quarter, which they deemed affailable to reſiſt them, but they 


were compelled moreover to provide a large and adequate force 
at the fame time for the protection of our outward and homes 


ward bound fleets. Let Gentlemen ſeparate theſe three cir- 
cumftances, and they will act wiſely, for the proper way to 


conſider it is, not as an abſtract but a complex queſtion ; and 


ſince the conſideration of every queſtion muſt depend upon the 
circumſtances which ſurround it, the enquiry will then be, 


| whether or not the beſt meaſures under the conſideration of all 
the circumſtances were adopted. In reply to this, | have no 
heſitation now to ſay, that Government thought it the wiſeſt 


plan to ſeparate the fleets into different diviſions. One fleet 


was ſtationed off Breſt to watch the enemy, and intercept the 


ſailing of the expedition, and another fleet was ſtationed at 
home to relieve the fleet off Breſt, if neceſſary, or to purſue 


the enemy if it ſhould fail, or attend to any exigencies which 
might poflibly ariſe. This was ſurely the wiſeſt and moſt ef- 


fectual arrangement which the uncertainty of the enemy's in- 
tentions could poſſibly admit, The fleet off Breft, under the 
command of Admiral "Thompſon, was put under the com- 


mand of Admiral Colpoys on the ꝙth of October; and here I 


ſhall beg leave to read a copy of the orders iſſued from the 
_ Admiralty to Admiral Thompſon, from whoin Admiral 


Colpoys. received his inſtructions. [Mr. Dundas read the 


mare forcibly upon the attention of the Houfe, I ſhall beg 


and watch over them till they did ſail; and, provided the 
ſteered to the ſouthward, he was immediately to diſpatch a 


tion of the ſame ; or provided they ſteered to the northward, 
he was to diſpatch a cutter to Admiral Kingſmill, at Cork, at 
the ſame time taking care to give the earlieſt intelligence at 
| home. Surely it was impoſſible to ſelect any orders in pre- 
ference to theſe; at leaſt, I cannot imagine that, conſidering 
all the circumſtances of the cafe, any better could have been 


=L muſt now correct a ſtatement which has gone abroad, thaꝛ 
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orders alluded to.] For the ſake of impreſſing theſe ordets 


leave to recapitulate the ſubſtance of them. Admiral Colpoys 
was to take care of a partial diſpofition of the Britiſh fleet un- 

der his command off Breſt, in cafe of a diſperſion of the enemy 
in failing from that port. He was to hover about their coaſt; 


cutter to Admiral Vandeput, at Liſbon, to give communica- | 
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no frigate nor ſquadron was appointed by the Admiralty to 
watch over the preparations of the enemy in Breſt harbour, 
and give an account 'of the ſame to Admiral Colpoys, as cir- 
cumſtances ſhould require. For it is a poſitive fact that Sir 
Edward Pellew was appointed, and did actually cruize in, 
Breſt harbour. He was there the very day the armament was 
in motion; he was there the very day it failed too; and he 
conveyed to Admiral Colpoy's look-out ſhip, the Marlborough, 
an account of their progreſs and their failing, and he ſent a 
further intelligence of the lofs of one of the enemy's ſhips 
Les Droits de Homme) in coming out of the harbour. So 
it appears that what ouglit to have been done was done. But, 
notwithſtanding the diligence, intelligence, and ſbill of Ad- 
miral Colpoys; and notwithſtanding the experience, courage, 
and ability of Sir Edward Pellew, their exertions were in vain. 
Though Sir Edward Pellew ſent off intelligence that the ene- 
my ſailed on the 16th, it was not till the 24th of December 
that the look- out ſhip, the Marlborough, received the account 
of it. For the ſtate of the weather was ſuch, that it was im- 
poſſible for Admiral Colpoys even to keep his own fleet under 
his obſervation, and the air was fo hazy and fo foggy, that the 
fog guns were continually fired. How then does this expla - 
nation ſtand? Has any man a doubt of Sir Edward Pellew's 
inclination and ability, if poſſible, to have given the intelli- 
gence to Admiral Colpoys that the enemy had put to ſea? Or 
has any man a doubt that Admiral Colpoys was not deſirous to 
receive it? He could not be unwilling to receive it, becauſe 
he had a ſuperior force to the enemy under his command. He 
had four three-deckers, and the enemy had not one. If there 
was one ſpark of fire in their diſpoſitions therefore, or one 
drop of Britiſh blood in their veins, both Sir Edward Pellew 
and Admiral Colpoys muſt have been anxious to intercept tlie 
enemy, and have ſuffered great regret in their diſappointment. 
I do not know Admiral Colpoys perſonally, but I know him 
by character to be an able and a virtuous man, and he who is 
a virtuous man will alſo be a gallant man. I have heard from 
the beſt authority, that no man could ſuffer more torture in 
his mind than that brave Admiral did during the ſix days in 
which he was cut off from all intelligence of the enemy; and 
I am confident that during all that time it was not for want 
of exertion, gallantry, or ability, that Sir Edward Pellew was 
not able to appriſe him of their ſituation. - Yet with all the 
known ability, gallantry, and exertion of both officers, it was 
the 24th of December before the news of the ſailing of the 
enemy reached Admiral Colpoys' ſquadron, What e 
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have been his ſituation, if he had met them on the 17th, en- 
cumbered with troops and tranſports, without one three- 
decker, while he had four, and poſſeſſing neither the diſcipline, 
the ſkill, the gallantry, uor zeal, of the forces under his 
command? 1 have no more to do than to aſk the Houle, 
whether, burning with ardour and ambition as they were, the 
moſt glorious achievements might nat have been expected ? 
In this. moment of exultation, I am certainly entitled to ſome 
credit when I ſpeak thus confidently of two officers of known 
ability; gallantry, and exertion. With regard to the enemy's 
| failing, the Houſe is now in the real poſſeſſion of the cafe ; but 
ſo uncertain were both the officers alluded to of the meaning 
of the enemy's intention, that both Sir Edward Pellew and 


Portugal, and Sir Edward Peſlew ſent off to Admiral Vande- 
put, at Liſbon, to give him notice thereof. But Admiral 


deſtination, and he therefore kept his ſtation, on account of the 
of a diſperſion by the ſtorm. He recollected alſo, that the cir- 


the Admiralty, and that by keeping his {lation he ſhould have 
the means of receiving ſuch authentic intelligence as he could 
not otherwiſe expect. It he was not able to keep his ſtation, 
by the prevalence of the Sourh- Weſt winds off Breſt, he was 
to rende vous off the Lizard Point; and, therefore, by keep- 
ing as cloſely upon his ſtation as he poſſibly could, he was pro- 


of receiving ſuch an account of them from the Admiralty as 
might enable him to purſue them, Accordingly, being un- 
able to keep his ſtation off Breſt, the fleet returned to the Li- 
ard Point, in hopes of receiving ſome information, and was 
ſoon driven up Channel by. the gales of wind, while the 
French found their way home in the mean time, though the 


Colpoys was either to ſay, © Shall I remain here contending 
againſt 3 hurricane, with the danger of diſabling the ſhips en- 
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Admiral Colpoys believed they were undoubtedly deſtined for 


Colpoys knowing, for the firſt time on the 24th of December, 
that the enemy had failed on the 16th, and there having been 
a hurricane or the 19th, he believed the French ſhips might 
have been diſperfed in the ſtorm, and regulated his conduct | 
_ accordingly, He thought it the wiſeſt reſolution not to follow | 
them to Portugal or Ireland, becauſe he was uncertain of their 


chance of interrupting the return of all or part of the fleet in caſe _ 


cumſtance of the enemy's having ſailed would be known by 


vided for both alternatives, either for that of intercepting the 
cnemy's fleet on the return of the whole or part to Breſt, or 


hurricane fl blew, Now no man can fay this was not the 
wiſeſt and beſt meaſure which could be adopted; for Admiral 


truſted to my command, _ thereby render them incapable 
24d | of 


202 WOODFALL'S PARLIAMENTARY REPORTS. [Conmors, 
of engaging with the enemy if I ſhould happen to fall in wittr 
them; or ſhall J get into the neareſt ports where J may obtain 
ſhelter, and from which, if the winds be favourable, there can 
be little difference in point of time for ſailing.” The laſt was 
certainly the beſt and wiſeſt reſolution, and it reflected no diſ- 
credit on the Admiral tor chuſing it. So far, with regard to 
the nature of Admiral Colpoys' orders, and the propriety of 
his difcretion, I think I have ſhewn that both were proper. 
The next charge which the honourable Gentleman made, and 
which he ſtated as a cauſe of the return of Admiral Colpoys' 
fleet to port, was the want of proviſion. I am ready to ad- 
mit that his ſquadron remained longer on its ſtation than was 
originally ſuppoſed neceſſary, and that it was not relieved fo 
{oon as the Admiralty intended. But to explain this matter 
with clearneſs and ſatisfaction, I muſt entreat the attention of 
the Houſe, or I ſhall not be able to make Gentlemen under- 
ſtand it as they ought. I repeat, that 1 am ready to admit the 


ſquadron ſtationed off Breſt was not relieved fo ſoon as the 


Admiralty had intended; and if Jam aſked why, I will ex- 
plain the reaſon. Sir Roger Curtis ſhould have been in port 
at the beginning of November, but did not return till the 
'I8th. The reaſon of his delay was, that he had been ap- 
pointed to cruize of Rochefort, where he remained a fort- 
night longer than was at firſt thought neceſſary, to intercept 
the return of Richery's ſquadron from Newfoundland. Sir 
Roger Curtis's ſquadion conſiſted of ſeven ſail of the line, 
which, ſoon after their return to port, were to have been ſent 
do the relief of the fleet off Breſt, but the wind was fo adverſe 
as to render it impoſſible for them to come to Spithead before 
the 18th of November, and that was the real cauſe why the 
fleet off Breſt was not relieved as ſoon as was intended. 
When I ſay this, however, or that Admiral Colpoys was un 
able to purſue the French fleet, I deſire to have it underſtood, 
that I do not doubt he would have purſued the French to Por- 
tugal, or Ireland, if he had been certain of their deſtination ; 
and I really believe, that his continuing on his ſtation pro- 
ceeded from no deficiency of proviſion, but from a want of 
knowing the courſe the enemy had taken, and from the pre- 
valence of the a1verſe winds which had forced him off his ſta- 
tion, and driven him up Channel. | 
Upon examination, I have found that there was on board 
the fleet under admiral Colpoys's command, wine and ſpirits 
for 42 days, peas and oatmeal for 36 days, biſcuits for ſeven 
weeks, beef tor ſix wecks,' pork for ſeven weeks, and water 
for 34 days. 1 of the gentlemen from the oppoſite fide 
| enquired 
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enquired what the quanti:y of wood and coals was.] I do 
not ſee any account of W od and coals, but I cannot ſuppoſe 
they were comparative leſs. I am perfectly well appriſed 
how ſpeedily reports ot his nature are propagated, and how 
very erroneous they generally are, for ſome thort tine ago it 


was rumoured in the City, that the Powerful man of war, 
which lately pet into Cork, was one of the ſhips belonging 
to this ſtation, and that at the time ſhe put into Cork, ſhe ' 


had only three or four days water on board. — Whereas ſhe 
went to fea, victualled for foreign ſervice, but came into 


port diſabled by great ſtreſs of weather, having water. and 
proviſions on board at the ſame time to laſt a ſix months 


voyage. I beg that this ſingle inſtance may be received as 
a proof of what ſort of reliance may be placed upon ſuch 


rumours, for it is certain that admiral Colpoys did not re- 
turn to port on account of an abſolute want of proviſion, 
but becauſe he was not able to purſue the enemy from the 
uncertainty of their courſe, and becauſe he was driven by 


violent gales of wind up Chan el. I now come to the next 
ſtage of the hon. gentleman's obſervations, which is the in- 
terval between the arrival of admiral Colpoys, and the failing 
of Lord Bridport on the 31ſt of December. Sir Edward 


Pellew made every exertion in his power, and according to 
his inſtructions, ſem an account to the Admiralty immedi- 


ately of the failing of the French fleet. This account 


reached the Admiralty on the 28th of December, and I will 


now ſhew, by reading a copy of the Admiralty orders, ſent 


off immediately upon the receipt of that intelligence to Lord 

Bridport, whether there was any deficiency on the part of 
the Admiralty of making the moſt prompt and vigorous ex- 
_ertions. I ſhould obſerve, that previous o the receipt of 
this intelligence on the 19th of December Lord Bridport 
| hoilted his flag on board his own ſhip to prepare for the re- 
lief of admiral Colpoys off Breſt. Lord Bridport received 
information on the morning of the 2:{t of December from 

the Admiralty of the failing of the French flect from Breſt, 


and immediately returned for an{wer, that all the flee: wy ould - 


be ready four days after, namely on the 25th of December. 
Mr. Dundas read the orders of the Aamiraity, iſſued to 
Lord Bridport on the 21ft, and anther iſſued tus days after, 
countera&ting ſome part of the firſt orders, and defi ing him ta pro- 


ceed off Cape Clear immediately. | As 1 wiſh to impreſs theſe 


orders ſtrongly upon the recollection of the Houſe, I ſhall 
follow the mode I before adopted in ſtating the orders iſſued 
D d 2 | to 
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to admiral Colpoys, and recapitulate them. Lord Bridport, 
by the orders of the 21ſt, is required and directed to put to 
fea without any loſs of time, to drop down Channel, and 
call at Plymouth for the Raiſonable to join admiral Colpoys 
upon his ſtation, and take his thips, it he did not fall in with 
the enemy, to make a ſhow off Breſt; if he found none 
there, to proceed off Cape Clear; and then, provided he 
could get no information, to return again to Breſt, by wa 
of intercepting them on their return. The orders of the 
23d, however, in addition to the others, required and direct- 
ed Lord Bridport, if the Raiſonable was not ready, to join 
his ſquadron, to proceed immediately without her, to make 
a ſhow off Þreſt ; and if he received any information of the 
enemy off Ireland, to make Cape Clear his chief object. 
Lord Biidport having received theſe orders on the th, 
weighed anchor and went down Channel, but it fo hap- 
pened from the eagerneſs and zeal of all the crews that an 
accident took place in getting out of port, and one or two 
of the ſhips ran foul of each other, by w'ich means the 
Prince was damaged and prevented from proceeding with 
the ſquadron, but the other ſhip gave ſignal that the was 
ready, and ſo there was no worſe effect from this accident 
than the diſabling one veſſel. This happened on the 25th, 
and notwithſtanding what the hon. gentleman had ſtated, he 
was either miſinformed, or totally miſtaken, for from that 
time ſubſequently to their ſailing, there was not a fair wind. 
— The wind blew ftrong at S. E. and there was a high- 
flowing tide operating equally adverſe againſt them, ſo much 
ſo, that after every exertion it was ſimply impoſſible for 
them to reach St. Helens on the 26th or 27th. {Some gentle- 
men on the oppoſite fide appeared to diſcredit the impoſſibility of 
getting down Channel with a S. E. wind.) Gentlemen need 
not throw out their ſignals, for they muſt ſoon take them 
down again. I have a letter in my hand from Sir Peter 
Parker, the port-admiral at Plymouth, dated the 26th, which 
ſtates, that ſuch a hard gale was blowing at S. E. as to pre- 
vent any communication with the fleet, and the maſter ſhip- 
wright had informed him that he was not able in conſequence 
to ſend any body off on board the Prince. Another letter 
from the ſame port-admiral, dated the 27th, ſtates that the 
Weſt-India convoy was not able to fail on account of the 
S. E. winds, nor could the Sans Pareille, the Formidable, 
the Mars, the Prince George, the Valiant and Coloffus join 
the admiral and the other eight ſhips belonging to the fleet 
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at St. Helen's. On the 28th, another letter from the ſame 
port admiral ſtates, that the Eurydice had arrived with 
{trong eaſterly winds, and that although all the ſix ſhips 
mentioned in his former letter had attempted to join Lord 
Bridport at St. Helens, the Coloſſus and the Valiant were 
the only ſhips able to do fo. . A letter from Lord Bridport 
| hirnſelt dat d the 28th of December, mentions, that Sir Peter 
Parker had communicated orders by the telegraph for him to 


ſail without the Prince, which was to go into dock again to 

be repaired ; and he concludes by ſtating, that the winds are 
ſtill againſt him. On this ſubje&, therefore, I fancy I am 
able to offer a little naval knowledge, as well as the hon. 


gentleman. I have the authority of Lord Bridport him- 
ſelf and fix Britiſh officers ſtruggling for glory, in addi- 
tion to that of the port-admiral, beſides two commanders 


of frigates, that the wind would not ſuffer them to pro- 


ceed down Channel; and I do not know. what can be 
more ſatis factory than ten ſuch poſitive evidences: I have 


not named the officers, becauſe I am pretty well per- 
| ſuaded the Houſe will agree with me that not one of them 


: would require more than one ſignal to fail on ſuch an occa- 
ſion. The impollibility therefore of the fleet's getting out to 


fea is, I truſt, put beyond any further diſputation. Now it | 


| the caſe be as I have ſtated, it will bring the queſtion to a 


| ſhort compaſs. It may poſſibly be agitated in another ſhape, 
and ſince it is evident that Lord Bridport had reached St. 


Helens with eight ſail of the line, it may be aſked why he 
_ waited for the other fix, and why under ſuch circumſtances 
he did not immediately proceed with thoſe eight? Let thoſe 

who put fuch queſtions accidentally to themſelves or to their 


- neighbours, recollect that neither Lord Bridport, nor the 
Admiralty, at that time, had the ſmalleſt intelligence of the 
_ enemy's being in Bantry Bay: nor had they any certain idea 


of their deſtination. Is there a man, who knows the cha- 
racter of tne gallant admiral in queſtion, who would even ſuſ- 
pect him from any motives of being negligent or tardy, when 
danger calls for his exertion. His great fault, if it be a 


fault, is an over-ardour. He is as incapable of loitering 


behind in the hour of peril, as he is of ſinking his own ſhip 
to the bottom of the ſea. Beſides, he had reaſon to expect, 


that admiral Colpoys was watching the enemy, nor did the 


matter reſt there, for it could not be expected that Lord 
| Bridport ſhould fail with only eight ont of 16 fail of the 
line, when he had no idea of the ſtrength or number of the 


enemy's 
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enemy's fleet, and when the next tide was likely to bring 
him down fix ſuch capital ſhips as thoſe above-mentioned; 

Lord Bridport is as arduous and ſanguine as any man; but 
fuch a proceeding would have betrayed a want of intelligence 
and judgment, which no ardour, no confidence, no zeal, no 
bravery, and no circur: ances could juſtify. So far then | 
have. ſtated in clear, diſtinct, and as I hope and truſt in ſatis- 
factory evidence, alſo, that neither the Admiralty had been 
remiſs in any point of publle duty, in giving proper orders, 
nor Lord Bridport, or any other officers in zeal or duty, to 
carry thoſe orders into execution. Though the French fleet 
arrived off the coaſt of Ireland upon the 21ſt ot December, 
no intelligence was received of them in this country till the 
Ziſt. I have ſtated what the orders were which were ſent 
trom the Admiralty to Lord Bridport, immediately upon 
receiving the intelligence thai the enemy had failed from 
Breſt; andi muſt now ſtate, that the Admiralty took the 
chance of ſending to admiral {© olpoys on the ſtation where 
they expected to find him off the Lizard, in caſe of any ad- 
verſe winds removing him from the French coaſt. Lord 
Bridport has hitherto been not only a gallant but a fortunate 
admiral, and yet it ſo happened that although admiral Col- 
poys had been hovering with his ſquadron off Breſt to inter- 
cept the enemy upon their leaving that harbour; although 
Lord Bridport afterwards proceeded off Cape Clear and the 
Iriſh coaſt to intercept: them on their return; and although: 
the Duke and the Majeſtic, with two other ſhips of war, 
were ſent in ſearch of them, that they were ſo covered by 
the fog and fortune, as to eſcape them all. Still however 
they did not ſo eſcape as not to ſuffer for their temerity, for 
they loſt in this raſh expedition two ſhips, four frigates, 
one corvette, and four tranſports, beſides 4 or 5000 men, 
which, unleſs to men who do not value lives, and are abſo- 
lately driven to deſpair, does not afford any thing very 
tempting to hazard another {torm. I believe I have now 
anſwered, if not controverted, moſt of the facts which the 
honourable Gentleman has ſtated, and the reſult of my diſ- 
cuſſion is, that not a ſingle article of blame is imputable 
to the Admiralty for the negle& of giving orders, nor any 
culpability to the conduct of the officers in the execution 
of them. There have been ſome diſappointments in the 
failure I confeſs. I, for one, exulted in the proſpect, 
and if I have ſuffered ſome chagrin from the difappoint- 

ment, I ſpeedily baniſhed it from my mind, becauſe 1 
knew 
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knew no blame was to be attributed to any one. The 
honourable Gentleman ſaid that Ireland was faved by 


the elements, but he ſhould have remembered the ſame wind 


which diſperſed the enemy, prevented our interception of 


them. It ever any enterprize could prove the folly of in- 


vading I:cJand, that muſt have done it ; if any expedition 


could prove the neceſſity of a ſuperior fleet than what they 


had for ſuch an undertaking, that mult have done it, and if 


ever there were a concurrence of miractes it ſurely was at 
that period. If Lord Eridport had met them, could any 


man entertain a doubt of their deſtruction? he honourable 


Gentleman ſeemed to think, that when a creat hoſtile ar- 
mament invaded any country, the bufſineis is done. I 
- muſt tell him, the difficulties are but juit begun. An ene- 


my requires a ſuperior flect on ſuch occaſions to cover 
their debarkation, which is always done with panic and 


_ confuſion, elſe they are likely to have their proviſi- 
ons cut off and other neceſſaries. So far therefore from 
laying aſide confidence in our naval affairs, I with to con- 
tinue it, but not at the expence of a blind and indiſcreet ſe- 
curity. If there were one chance in a hundred, the enemy 
have had the benefit of that chance, which never may recur 
again, I hope any man who hears me, or communicates 
with any perſon out of doors, will never again admit a ſpirit 


of deſpondency. Let them lay aſide all ſuch childiſh diſmay, 


which unnerves both the body and the foul, and annihilates 


the ſtrength and energy of the country. Excluſive of our 
naval forces in the Eaſt and Welt Indies, the North Seas and 
the Mediterranean, we have fifty fail of the line for the de- 


fence of Great Britain and ITrelard, and upwards of two 


| hundred thouſand men under arms, invaſion therefore is 


nothing but a bug-bear, yet I would not have men relax in 


their precautions on one hand, nor would I have them def- 


pond on the other. Thus far I truſt then that the govern- 


ment and force of this country have been libelled and ca- 
lumniated. I do not with to prevent enquiry, but, upon a 
full conſideration of the documents, I think the honourable 


Gentleman will not find himſelf warranted to perſiſt in his 


motion, becauſe J truſt he is ſatisfied that no blame is im- 
putable to the Admiralty or officers ; I ſhall therefore move 
the previous queſtion, in order to move for the production 


of thoſe papers, that gentlemen after peruſing them, may 


examine whether the aſperſions be well founded. Mr. Dun- 


das then moved the previous queſtion. 
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Mr. Grey ſaid that after the very long ſtatement which 
the right honourable Gentleman who had juſt ſpoken had 
given to the Houſe, and which he doubtleſs thought himſelf 
obliged to give, he ſhould be ſorry to detain the Houſe longer 
than appeared to him to be abſolutely neceſſary in taking 
notice of what the right honourable Gentleman had 
_ Rated, eſpecially at fo late a period of the night. He ſaid 
| this both on account of what he felt for the Houſe and for 
- himſelf, he being obliged to attend at an early hour the next 
day, upon public buſineſs of very great importance, (the 
Committee on the affairsof the Bank.) He felt it impoſſible, 
however, to abſtain from following the right honourable 
Gentleman in ſome parts of his ſtatements upon this ſubject. 
That right honourable Gentleman had concluded a very 
long ſpeech with an apology for having taken up ſo much 
of the time of the Houſe. He felt the neceffity of that 
| apology, for he had, in the courſe of his ſpeech, taken notice 
of the Cavalry and Supplemental Militia acts, and he had 
ſpoken on the unreaſonableneſs of our being alarmed at the 
wolped of an invaſion under all our preſent circumſtances. 
This part of the ſpeech of the right honourable Gentleman 
would not, upon a ſuperficial view of it, appear to be very 
cloſely connected with the queſtion that was now before the 
Houſe. But he thought he could ſee the meaning of intro- 
| ducing at this time theſe ſeemingly unconnected ideas; al- 
though there was no ſeeming connection in the arguments 
that aroſe out of thoſe topics and the ſubject now to be de- 
bated, yet there was a conneQtion between them and the 
ſentiments of Miniſters, and it made part of their ſyſtem. 
Miniſters had for a long time laboured to create an alarm in 
that Houſe and in the country. They had ſo far ſucceeded 
in that ſyſtem of alarm as to have the confidence of a ma- 
jority of Parliament, who upon all occaſions during this war 
had uniformly voted againſt any enquiry into their conduct; 
they had abuſed that confidence ſo much, and had brought 
this country into a ſtate ſo deplorable, that even their moſt 
confidential friends and adherents, began to ſhake off the 
deluſion under which they had ated, and began at laſt to 
ſpeak of the neceſſity of enquiry. How far thoſe gentlemen 
were ſincere in this new tone, would be ſeen by-their votes. 
But Miniſters now began to be alarmed themſelves, that was, 
for their own ſafety, and therefore to reſtore confidence 
again to their adherents, they found it politic to do away the 
alarm which they had * created. This was the key » 
dhe 
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the myſtery of Miniſters having changed their tone. The right 
hon. gentſemaß, therefore, was perfectly conſiſtent in his 
conduct, it had all the uſe he intended, and now that he found 
he was likely io meet with a little more miſchief than he 
wiſhed from the ſyſtem of alarm, was deſirous of ſuppreſ- 
ling it, and therefore he complained of its effects. He ended 
his ſpeech with an extraordinary hgure of rhetoric, and very 
beautiful language, ſaying that the idea of an invaſion by the 
enemy, while we have a fleet fo ſuperior to theirs, was a 
thing not within the compaſs of a credible belief. That he 
| ſhould have been an advocate againſt the danger of alarm 
would have been a wonderful thing, it his motives were not 
caſily comprehended. It was not, in truth, alarm that he 
dreaded, it was the direction which the alarm had taken that 
produced this change in his language. While the country 
was alarmed it ſuited his purpoſe well enough, and, there- 
fore he propagated that alarm, becauſe it produced conh- 
dence in the executive government, but when that alarm 
was ſuch as to make his adherents think it neceſſary to have 
an enquiry into the conduct of adminiſtration which pro- 
duced that alarm, it became neceſſary to do it away as ſoon 
as poſſible, for an enquiry was what Miniſters would ſhun 
at all events. That right hon. gentleman had accuſed his 
opponents with having been inconliſtent in their conduct, in 
now making ſo ſerious an object of an invalion, when it was 
well known that while Minitters called upon Parliament to 
make proviſion againſt it, they treated the idea as a bugbear. 
Indeed they were diſpoſed to treat it as a bugbear under the 
idea that our fleet was to be well managed, but when they 
ſaw it was ſcandalouſly miſmanaged, the idea of an invaſion 
became a very ſerious thing. Such wa: the caſe upon the 
ſubje& which was now before the Houſe. It was under the 
idea that our fleets would be well managed that they had 
. oppoſed the Cavalry and Supplementary Militia bills; they 
in that view thought them uſeleſs. He even ſtill thought the 
Cavalry bill, not uſeleſs merely, but ſomething worſe than 
_ uſeleſs, becauſe it was the cauſe of a vaſt expence without 
the leaſt pollible utility. But, to purſue the idea of the bug- 
bear of which the right hon gentleman had ſaid ſo much, 
be believed his honourable friends never applied that epithet 
to the idea of an invaſion of Ireland, which was the place 
that had been attacked. In the place where an attack of the 
enemy was apprehended, and where it was made, there was 
neither a Cavalry nor a Supplemental Militia bill; in the 
Vor. II. 1797. E e e place 
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place where there was no apprehenſion of zt there was a 


Supplemental Militia bill and a Cavalry t. The place 


againſt which no attack was apprehended was to be defended 


in an extraordinary manner ; the place that was likely to be 


attacked was left entirely defenceleſs; and he would ſay, 
that the enemy not having obtained a footing in Ireland was 
not owing to the wiſdom of his Majeſty's councils, but to the 
 Jriterpoligon of ne e 
A great part of the right hon. gentleman's ſpeech referred 

to the fleet under the command of Sir John Jervis, of whoſe 
_ brilliant victory no man thought more highly than he did, 


and in praiſe of whom it was impoſlible to ſay too much ; but 


he muſt join his honourable friend in ſaying that notwith- fy 
ſtanding 


the glorious event that had taken place under the 
commard of that illuſtrious admiral, yet his Majeſty's Mi- 
niſters were highly to blame in leaving him with a force ap- 
parently ſo inferior to the enemy, with whom he had to 


contend. In the brilliancy of that moſt glorious victory, 
adminiſtration had no ſhare, and he believed that when the 


opinion of that gallant admiral was known, the public would 


be convinced that adminiſtration had been negligent as to 
bim as well as others. He ſupported his aſſertion. by a re- 
ference to the force that admiral had, the manner in which 


he had not been, but ought to have been reinforced, the 
ſtation he was in, and the facility with which he might have 


| been reintorced, &c. and then proceeded to take a view of 


the manner in which the Admiralty had neglected to equip 


Bay. He ſaid he expected that the Admiralty would have 
laid the whole of their conduct before the Houſe upon this 
occalion ; that thoſe who defended the conduct of Lord 


Spencer would have met this enquiry in a full and fair : 


manner; that they would have laid all the documents that 
related to this tranſaction before the Houſe, inſtead of which 
the right hon. gentleman produced thoſe parts only which 
had been garbled, and ſelected for the purpoſe of defending 
the Admiralty, ſuppreſung all thoſe documents which would 


have put the caſe in its clear light; he made a ſpeech upon 
them, -as if they contained all the documents which belonged 

do the ſubject, and then triumphantly called for the approba- 
tion of the Houſe, upon the conduct of the Admiralty. This 

was a modern mode of meeting an accuſation, but he prefer- 


red the old faſhioned mode of the whole of the documents be- 
FRAY . 5 oy 3 ing 


Lord Bridport, and the fleet under his command, for the coaſt 
of Ireland, at the time when the French came into Bantry 
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ing laid upon the table, and then conſidering the ſubject 


from ſuch documents. But by this practice it was impoſſible 


to know how to get at every thing that was wanted. In all 


this complication, he was Inti:led to ſay this, that with re- 
ſpect to the affair of Bantry- Bay, there was blame ſome- 
where. He obſerved that when any diſaſter or failure hap- 
pened, it was generally imputed by his Majeſty's Miniſters 


to the fogs, and adverſe winds. Were this defence ſet up 
but once, it might deſerve ſome :ttention ; but when a 
ſimilar excuſe was made in every attempt that failed, ſurely, 
a continued ſeries of failures argued on the very face of it, 


remiſſneſs and neglect. Thus at the beginning of the war, 


it had been propoſed to ſtarve France by blockading its 
ports; but, lo! a French ſquadron returns loaded with pro- 
"viſions from America, and not a ſhip was found to oppoſe 
them. Another fleet of the enemy retook Guadaloupe and 
St. Lucia; a third ſquadron deſtroyed the valuable fiſhery of 


Newfoundland ; another ſquadron ſwept the coaſt of Africa, 


and nearly annihilated the ſettlement of Sierra Leone, and 
now a freſh ſquadron had menaced, unmoleſted, the coaſt of 
Ireland. All theſe inſtances ſhewed that blame attached 
ſomewhere. The right hon. gentleman had produced a do- 
cument to prove that admiral Colpoys's ſquadron was in no 


want of proviſion, and he particularly ſpecified the Power- 


ful, which could be in no want on its return to Cork, hav- 


ing been proviſioned for ſix months. He ſaid he had heard 


it reported that the fleet was in want of fuel, and he wiſhed 
to know of one hon. admiral, whom he ſaw in his place, 
(Lord H. Seymour) whether the ſhips might not be ſo re- 
duced for want of water, as to be obliged to return on that 
account, though there might be no want'of proviſions. "The 
right honourable Secretary had ſtated, that on the 22d of 
December, inſtructions had been ſent to Lord Bridport to 


put to ſea immediately; why did he not do ſo when the 
wind was fair, on the 22d or 23d, and 24th and 25th? It 


was no excuſe to ſay, that this ſquadron was not ready, or 


hat admiral Sir R. Curtis had not returned from his cruize. 
He thought the Admiralty ought to be impeached for not 


having a ffeet ready to act on tne 22d. By the neglects of 
adminiſtration, Mr. Grey imputed it that the enemy's fleet 
remained fourteen days off the coaſt of Ireland unmoleſted, 
and had they not met with bad weather, nothing would have 


prevented them from ſtriking a blow, and making them- 
ſelves maſters of Cork in two days after Janding, and thus 
8 Ee 2 CE have 
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have deſtroyed twelve months proviſions and ſtores for the 


navy. There was no adequate force in that part of Ireland 


to oppoſe the enemy. The honourable gentleman ſeemed | 
to think the French expedition a fortunate event, as it had 


roved the loyalty of that part of Ireland; their loyalty was 


indeed meritorious, in proportion to the few obligations 
which the people of Ireland were under to its government. 
He condemned the reſtrictions of the Catholics, and inſiſted 
that nothing could add more to the diſcontents of Ireland, 
than the neglects which the people of that country had met 
with from adminiſtration. ; 
The Secretary at War acknow ledged that general grounds f 


of preſumption of neglect were a ſufficient cauſe for enquiry; 
the honourable gentleman was perfectly warranted in the 
motion he had made, and the country in wiſhing to receive 
ſatisfaction. Still, however, the grounds on which ſuch an 


enquiry was to proceed ought to be ſubſtantiated. The ho- 


nourable gentleman had acknowledged the propriety of the 
inſtructions, given to admiral Colpoys, but he blames the 


conduct which the admiral purſued when he heard that the 
French fleet ſailed from Breſt. This would go to blame 


the admiral ; but the Secretary at War inſiſted, there was no 


| blame at all, and he well knew that the object of the motion 
was not to criminate the admiral, and, therefore, he little 


doubted, but that, it the gentlemen in Oppoſition purſued 


the blame to that point, they would feel no deſire to run 


their game any farther. Mr. Windham proceeded to vindi- 


cate the conduct of the Admiralty ; and ſhewed how impoſ- 
ſible it was to keep a fleet for any length of time in ſuch 8 „ 


ſtate of preparation as to be ready to ſail at a moment's 
warning. When government knew nothing but that the 
French fleet was out with ſixteen fail, it would have been 


extreme raſhneſs to have ſent Lord Bridport out with only 


eight ſail, and till he was joined at St. Helen's by the reſt of 
his ſquadron. With reſpect to the affairs of Ireland, that 


was a delicate ſubject ; he wiſhed that the language uſed by 
gentlemen on the other ſide might not tend to hold out en- 
couragemeni to the enemy, and to cheriſh diſcontents in that 


country. They were making uſe of a two-edged ſword, 
which might produce a real evil before it could effect any 
cure. He ſaid it was worthy of notice, that the very claſs of 
men who had been deſcribed as the moſt aggrieved, were 
they, whoſe example had exhibited a pattern of zeal and 


r when the enemy was off the coaſt, and whoſe wa 
duc 


. r 2 


2 
＋ 
f = a 
7 
6 
202M” . 
id 
— q 
Be 2 
C3 1 
1 * 
5 i 
* 2 —* 
iN 
2 
Np, 3 
. : 
- 
25. 
\ SF : 
2 
of 
LOAF J 
1238, 
Fg 
1 * 
# 4 
F £ 
6 ad 
g = 
X . N 
. 9 * 
1 7 
9 7, 
X 3s 
* U 
34S 3 
4 . 
4 N 
* 3 5 
* RE 
C0 
a ROI 
q . 
* — 
: 
* SER 
0 45, M8 
2 * 
n 
ln 
e q 
4 85 
Poe : 
x. Un 
WH $ 
WY » 
FAY. 1 +4Y 
* 1:4 
% 
1 
1 FA 
N SP * 
1 r 
1 
—— 2 
a 
WO >: 
Wo 
. 
. 
. 8 
. Fs 
1 
* * [ 
ATR 1 
„ 
8 
* 65 
: 8 
m6. . 
I® 4 
1 
3 
* 
5 5 
n 
Her 
52 J 
A \ 1 
Thos * © 
* 
ER I 
1 
5 5 3 
BET 47 
1 
1 
<0 ? 
GP” 
3 
1 
. 
Wo 
WS 
RR 
_ "SIC 
75 
x 
=. 
= 0 
8 
"1 
$4" 350 
2 
a0 
"IF 
. 
y „. 
„ 
0 4 
. 
"0 
Yao 
FA & 
> 
"_ 
X 
$24 
: 2 
go 
22 
AC, 
15 
* 95 
8 
7 * N 
N 
VID 
25 4 
155 ; 
_— 
A 5 
WS 
AL 
7 on 
x ay 
7 — 
N. 
2 
ear 
ö 
t 8 
off: 
pur 
7 
oo 5 
x) 
* 1 
1 
3 
82 
2 
7 CN 4 
» . 
8 
4 
> 
I 
* x 
4 
5 
4 
1 
2 


Mancng.] WOODFALL'S PARLIAMENTARY REPORTS. 283 
duct would bear eulogium; and he thought it ſtrange that the 
dilcontents ſhould prevail more in the North, amongſt thoſe 
who had not the lame grievances to complain of, than amongſt 
the Catholics in the South. 5 
Nr. ox (aid, Sir, I ſhall do what may ſeem to be ſome- 


whit 1iegular, begin with the laſt part of the right honour- 
able Centleman's ſpeech who has juſt ſat down; with that 


ſta wich profligate argument of his, always uſed againſt thoſe 


who oppoſe the meaſures of Adminiſtration ; that when they 
charge Miniſters with negleCting the defence of the country, 
they are to be conſidered as holding out an invitation to the 


enemy to attempt an invaſion. If that be true, Sir, we had 


better at once put an end to the forms as we have done to the 
ſubſtance of the Conſtitution. If that be true, we had better 
leave every thing to his Majeſty's Miniſters, and, inſtead of 
making members take the oath of tranſubſtantiation, let no man 
come into the Houſe who will not previouſly declare that he 
will never, in any war, ſay any thing againſt the conduct of 


the executive government. lhe right honourable gentleman 


has talked of © two edged tools: in a ſtate of war every com 
plaint againſt Adminiſtration muſt be in the nature of a two- 
_ edged tool. If I complain that one part of tue country is 
weak, I may be told—take care, you are doing that which is 
dangerous, you are communicating to the enemy which is the 


leaſt defenſible point of the empire. To whom then am I to 


make the complaint? To whom am I to ſtate my opinion? 
 T with to know whether Miniſters are the only perſons to be 


permitted to give advice? Sir, I will ftate what my opinion 


has been with reſpect to an invaſion; and though the right 
honourable Gentleman (Mr. Dundas) went in a manner out 
of his way to reproach me, I will again ſtate, that if Miniſters 
_ were really alarmed for the ſafety of Lreland, I cannot, upon 
any poſſible ground, account for their conduct. From that 
ſtatement | do not recede; nay, I will ſay further, that if 


they are apprehenſive of any freſh danger to Ireland, their 
conduct is little leſs than inſanity. I am ſorry, Sir, I was in 


any way the means of preventing an honourable friend of mine 


from delivering his ſentiments before me on the ſtate of the ſiſ- 


ter kingdom; he is better informed than I can be ſuppoſed to 


be; but I have dear connections, whoſe property is not partly 


in this kingdom, and partly in that, but wholly in Ireland. 
When ſpeak of Ireland, therefore, I nay be imagined to 
ſpeak with ſome degree of feeling; and if what I hear be true, 
that country is at this moment inore diſcontented than ſhe was 
before the attempt at an invaſion. I ſuppoſe: I ſhall now be 


told, 
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told, that I am holding out an invitation to the French. No, 
Sir, I am not inviting them. 1 am inviting his Majeſty's 
Miniſters to take. mea{ures to remove that diſcontent, and to 
remedy the grievances comvlained of. But we find that Ire- 
land is divided into two parts, the contented and diſcontented. 
Upon that ſubject we ſhall hear more in future. But let not 


the right honourable Gentleman who ſpoke laſt ſtate his opi- | 


nion as our own. I have ſaid, that the Catholics were in a 


ſtate of unjuſt excluſion ; but 1 never ſaid that the Proteſtants 


had no reaſon for complaint or that they were not excluded 


from the eſſence and 'ubſtance of the Britiſh Conſtitution. I 


do conceive the North, the South, the Weſt, and the Eaſtern 


part of Ireland to be in ſuch a fituation, that, if a ſpeedy re- 


medy is is not applied, the Mliniſter will not do juſtice to the 
Britiſh empire. Bur the right honourable gentleman, if there 
is any logic in hs ſtatement, means to ſay, that it is a com- 


mon way with us to exclaim, Make the people happy, by 


taking away their grievances! If he had jaid that we made 
uſe of an argument that was ell-evident, and had complained _ 
of us on that account, it might have been well; but he ſays 


this, May not men heve unreaſonable grounds of com- 
_ plaint?” To this | anſwer, yes; but that is no reaſon for 


not removing their reaſonable complaints. Does the Secretary 
at War then mean to contend, that to relieve Ireland the 
whole country ihould be put in a ſtate of oppreſſion? The 
North, he fays, wants nothing, and is diflayal. The South 


Gentleman means to put this paradox, and fay, that we had 


better place all Ireland and England in the ſame ſtate in which 
the Catholics in the South of Ireland are, and that then we 


may expect univerſal loyalty. I thould have thought, that 
when the right honourable member was attempting to prove 


that Ireland had no cauſe for complaint, he would have ex- 


plained why proclamations were iſſuing daily, for declaring 
parts of the kingdom out of the King's peace. For my own _ 
part, I firmly believe that the grievances of which Ireland 


_ complains, are real, deep, well-founded. But whether they 
are ſo or not, we hear that the people in the South are loyal; 
yet all the reward they get for their royalty, is not a redreſs of 


grievances, not a removal of diſabilities, not a ceſlation of ex- 
cluſions. No, Sir, the reward they get is barren praiſe, a 
barren teſtimony to their loyalty ; but that they have no more 
to expect than thoſe in the North, who are repreſented to be 


of a very different deſcription. I certainly do admire the loy- 
alty that was ſhewn by the people of Ireland upon the late in- 


vaſion, 
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vaſion, and I ſhould have thought that, by liberal and en- 
lightened minds, that loyalty would have been deemed an un- 
anſwerable reaſon for giving the people, without delay, thoſe 
privileges to which they are entitled by juftice. No ſuch pro- 
ject, however, has been yet adopted, and that country re- 
mains in the ſame ſtate in which it was at the recal of Lord 
Fitzwilliam. He left them, after having had the authority 
of Government for tantalizing their expectations, and the cup 


of happineſs was on a ſudden dathed from their lips. What 
may be the opinion of the right honourable gentleman, 1 


know not ; but this 1 do know, that if there was no reaſon in 
the time of Lord Fitzwilliam for removing the grievances 


complained of, the loyalty that has fince been ſhewn'is at leaft 


hardly requited, if it is to be brought only as an argument to 
ſhew that the people are not diſcontented. And upon the ſub- 
ject of grievances, what do the Gentlemen of Ireland ftate? 
There are in that country men of as great reſpectability, and 


* 


of as high abilities as any in this. Will the right honourable 


Gentleman ſay, that thoſe who ſupported Lord Fitzwilliam 
are inclined to thoſe Jacobinical principles of which we have 
ſo often been accuſed? Will he, becauſe they did for a time 


give into the alarm that was raiſed and ſupported the war, will 


he call them Jacobins? Look to theſe men! look to the 


name of Grattan | of whom TI ſhall never ſpeak but with re- 


ſpect, and who, [am ſure, will never err on the fide on which 


we are faid to err. Look at theſe men, and then let the right 
honourable Gentleman ſay whether Treland has no grievances. 
There is another point which that gentleman might have 


gone into, and 1 watched him narrowly, to fee whether he 


| would. It is this; he has denied that, if the enemy had landed 


at Bantry Bay, there was a probability of Cork falling into 


their hands! Has he denied this? Let us inſtitute an en- 


quiry into the fact. He will not deny it. Will he ſay, in 


excuſe, that it is impoſſible to guard every part of the empire? 


Shall we then forget that, on the 26th of October laſt, we 


were told of an invaſion; and when we came to diſeuſs the 
ſubject in March, we find that no part of the empire has been 


protected. And here I cannot help remarking upon what the. 


right honourable Gentleman, in hopes of undoing the alarm 
excited before Chriſtmas, ſays to us. What, he'aſks, can you 
fay, who always treated the idea of an invaſion as a bugbear? 


Sir, I never did fo treat the idea when applied to Ireland. But 


there is in the argument of the Secretary at War a whimſical 
inconſiſtency. He is ſaying, how can we be invaded; with 


a ſuperior fleet; and this at a time when the ſubject of enquiry 
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is how the enemy came to invade us? For one | think, while 
we have a flcet which is not, as it has been in the lite ©xpedi- 
tion of the French, miſmanaged, that an invaſion with reſpe&t _ 
to Great Britain is not an evil of the firſt magnitude. This 1 
dare ſay now, under the wing of the honourable Gentleman, 


though it will be remembered by the Hulſe, that when H ſaid 


fo before, I was rebuked, as if | was a perfon not properly 
feeling for my country. I. conceive, however, that an inva- 
ſion would be an evil comparatively ſmall, as long as we have 


_ a ſuperior fleet. This leads me more particularly to the pre- 


ſent argument. The right honourable Gentleman fays, that 
though there are many chances againſt an invaſion while we 


| have ſuch a fleet; yet if there be only chance in favour of it, it 


js right to be upon our guard. Agreed. But there is no wa 

in which we could have been ſo much harraſſed as by the 
mode that has been adopted. Let Gentlemen apply the argu- 
ment to the naval force, and ſce how far it will go. A fleet 


was kept off Breſt, and it was probable that the French fleet 
might not eſcape. But ought we not to have had a ſecond 


fleet at home, to have intercepted the enemy in caſe they had 
made their eſcape? This is the important part of the diſcuſ- 


ſion. I am not expreſſing any diſſatis faction at the conduct of 
Admiral Colpys' fleet. I am only contending, that we ought 


to have had a ſecond fleet in Portſmouth, ready to fail as ſoon 


as poſſible. We come now to ſome ingenious reaſoning ot the 
right honourable Gentleman's, and his compariſon of {hips to 
poſt-horſes. He ſays, May we not be too ready? He is afraid 


of irritating the nerves of ſhips, for fear of their being like fine 


poſt-horſes. 1 have no ſuch apprehenſions. But, ſays he, 
Can a fleet be ready to ſail at an hour's notice? I ſuppoſe not. 


But, at leaſt, it ought to ſail as ſoon as poſſible, When 1 


create any delay in a land expedition, I know the exact amount. 
of the delay, and that it cannot extend beyond a given period. 
Upon ſhore I can calculate, but by ſea, where I am ſubject 


to ſudden changes of wind, it is material for me not to lole a 
minute, for if I do, I may likely produce a delay of two 


months. I have heard no ſatisfactory reply to the charge that 


Admiral Colpoys' fleet was in want of proviſions. I am ſa- 


tisfied that the Admiral has done his duty; but the queſtion 
was, whether he was put into ſuch a ſituation as might enable 
him to do his duty with advantage to his country? It was 
preſumed that Government knew more than Admiral Col- 


poys, and therefore they ſhould have ordered him, in caſe the 


French fleet got out, to have made Cape Clear, inſtead of the 
Lizard, the place of rendezvous. They ſhould alſo have or- 


dered 


„ 
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dered Lord Bridport to fail immediately either for Breſt or Jre- 
land. Every hour of delay from the 20th to the 25th, before 
Lord Bridport failed, was a misfortune to the country, and a 
neglect either of the Miniſtry or the officers. 1 requeſt any 


precedent to be produced on the journals, wherein an enquiry 


| had been evaded on grounds like the-preſent, wherein garbled 
pape is had been produced to prejudge the caſe. It might be in- 


Jurious to the reputation of Lord Spencer, as it had been to that 


of his predeceſſor, Lord Chatham; for he had a majority of the 


Houle of Commons in his favour, when an enquiry was moved 


for to examine into his conduct, and yet ſhortly afterwards he 


was compelled to give up his office of. Firſt Lord, of the Ad- 


miralty. 


P 


* 


Mr. Sturt complained of the repeated inſults offered to our 
coaſts, which of itſelf ought to juſtiſy an enquiry. He aſſerted 


that Admiral Colpoys' thip came into port ſhort of proviſions, 


particularly fuel, which was as bad as any want, for he did 


not think the right honourable Gentleman would like raw | 
beef any more than the ſailors. He was aſtonithed at nothing 
which that Gentleman (Mr. Dundas) aſſerted, he had ſo 
much boldneſs, confidence and aſſurance. His whole account 
of the ſafety of Ireland was a miſ-ſtatement, and he read a letter 
he had received from a friend to prove it. He hoped in God's 
name he would not much longer have the direction of affairs. 

He might twiſt and toſs his head about; but he hoped it would 
ſoon be twiſted ſomewhere elſe. 15 n 


The Chancellor of the Exchequer began a long and pointed 


reply. Mr. Pitt conſidered the queſtion now to lay within a 
very narrow compals, and it was eaſy to decide on it. A ver 


Vo. II. 1797. 


clear and detailed ſtatement had been given by his right ho- 
nourable friend, which he had no doubt had made a very for- 
cible impreſſion on the Houſe; he had allo propoſed to have a 
liſt of papers printed in ſupport of that ſtarement. If enquiry 
was the duty of Parliament, it was true, on the other hand, 
that details ſhould be diſpenſed with that are uſeleſs, and which 
may be miſchievous. The Gentlemen on the other fide had 
heen pleaſed to call theſe documents garbled and defective ex- 
tracts, though they did not know their contents. All he 
withed for was, that they would compare theſe vouchers on 
the table with the arguments of his friend, and then decide. 
With reſpect to the general queſtion, it was this, whether or 
not ſufficient preparations were made by the Admiralty to be 
ready againſt any poſſible expedition which might be fitted out 
in the ports of France. It is admitted that either Portugal or 
Ireland was the point of attack: the one was our faithful ally, 


'& the 
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the other was as dear to us as Great Britain itſelf, What was 
the nature of our preparation? Why, we had one fleet 
actually watching the enemy on their coaſts, and ready to fol- 
low them wherever they might go, in caſe the weather had 
permitted that we could have known their direction; and we 
had another fleet in ſuch a forward ſlate of preparation, as to 
have been ready to have failed in five days after we knew that 
the Breſt fleet had failed, had the wind been fair. Had either 
one fleet or the other been fo fortunate as to have met the ene- 
my, what prodigies of valour might we not have expected ? 
In reſpect to the navy of Great Britain, it ought to be recol- 
lected how many and various objects, and what rich and im- 
portant poſſeſſions it had to protect. This circumſtance mutt 
leſſen our ſuperiority 1 in ſome points, eſpecially when the ene- 
my had fo lately been reinforced by the fleets of Spain. What 
more could be done than to have one fleet on the French- 
coaſts, and another ready for fea ? Having no poſitive infor- 
mation of the deſtination of the enemy's fleet, occaſioned by 
the mere circumſtance of fogs and tempeſtuous weather, is it 
extraordinary that we ſhould have been ſo long in the dark, 
and unable to find out their place of rendezvous, when the”. 
French Admiral and General Hoche, who were in poſſeſſion 
of the ſecret, and failed in the ſame expedition as well as 
other captains of the fleet, had from the ſame cauſes of weather 
never been able even to join it Admiral Colpoys' fleet was 
in a ſtate and condition to follow the enemy, and the papers 
offered to be produced would prove it. All the letters from 
Admiral Colpoys were propoſed to be given; and in the one 
written after he firſt heard that the French fleet had ſailed, but 
before he knew its deſtination, he ſaid-—he ſhould follow them 
the moment he knew the direction they had ſteered. Another 
circumſtance which determined him to remain on his ſtation 
Was, bis having ſhortly after chaſed ſome ſhips into Breſt, 
which he conceived to be part of their ſcattered fleet, and that 
others would follow; whereas thoſe ſhips turned out to be part 
of the Toulon ſquadron. The weather was ſo hazy, it was 
hardly poſſible to diſtinguiſh them, or get a clear obſervation 
of their force. Thus far, thercfore, there conld be no com- 
plaint either againſt rhe Admiralty or Admiral Colpoys. As 
to Lord Bridport, his fleet was, on the 20th of December, in 
fach a ſtate of forwardneſs as to be ready for ſea in five days. 
He had then only eight fail of the line, which dropped down 
to St. Helen's; but not knowing the deſtination of the Breſt 
fleet, it was impoſſible to conceive that the caſe was fo urgent; 
nor would he have been warranted in failing only with eight 
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ſhips, when ſix more were juſt ready, and the French had 
ſeventeen ſail. When theſe ſhips were ready the wind was 
foul. On the ſubject of alarms which had been abroad, 
and the accuſation brought againſt him as having been the 
firſt to ſpread them, and the firſt to lament the direction 
they had taken, he ſhould ſhortly obſerve, that he had wiſh- 
ed to put Gentlemen on their guard againſt any attempts 


which the enemy might make, and accordingly he had re- 


commended great exertions in the country. There was 
much at ftake, and accordingly it was neceſſary to be pre- 
| pared by land and ſea. He never had a doubt of the ſpirit 
of the country, or that having taken the neceſſary precau- 


tions, we were not fully able to defend ourſelves. His had 


been the language of precaution, and not of alarm. Mr. 
Pitt concluded his ſpeech by complaining of Mr. Fox's 


violent and imflammatory language reſpecting the ſtate of 


Ireland, and eſpecially of the Catholics, who had had more 


indulgences granted them within the few laſt years than 


they ever had before. So far was it from being true, that 
they had been oppreſſed by the preſent Government. 
Mr. Fox and Mr. Whitbread replied, and at length the 
-Hheuſe riet... i it up 


Ayes, ( For the previous queſtion) — 1 
Noes, (Againſt it7 — — n 
| Majoriiy. — | 147 : 


Adjourned at four o'clock this morning. 


HOUSE OF LORDS. 
Monpay, March 6. 


The Earl of Chatham preſented the report of the ſecret 
Committee appointed to enquire into the ſtate of the Bank. 


| Thereport ſtates the ſituation of the Bank preciſely as given 
in the report to the Houſe of Commons. The Committee, 
in addition to this ſtatement, give as their opinion, that the 


Order of Council ought to be continued and confirmed. As 


the cauſe of the drain of caſh which the Bank had for ſome 
time experienced, and eſpecially upon the laſt days of the 


week previons to the Order being iſſued, the Committee 


aſſign the extraordinary demand from the country.—The 
report was ordered to be printed. 55 " 
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An Order of Council was preſented by Lord Chatham, 
by which it-is recommended to the Bank to iſſue fifty thou- 
ſand guineas to the bankers, for the purpoſe of ſupplying 
caſh in caſes where it 1 is particuinrty neceſſary. 


THANKS TO SIR JOHN JERVIS. 


Earl Spencer ſaid, he roſe in conſequence of a notice obs 
had given upon Friday, to ſubmit to the Houſe a motion, 
from which he derived the utmoſt atisfaction, and in which 
he zid not entertain a doubt of their Lordſhips unanimous 
concurrence. It was not neceſſary for him to go at length 
into the cireumſtances on which this, motion was founded. He 
ſhould only remind the Houſe of the brilliant and glorious 
victory which had been achieved by Sir John Jervis. Of the 
high character of that gallant officer, he begged leave to ſay 
2 few words. Senſible of the high honour which was con- 
ferred by the thanks of that dignified aſſembly, he was parti- 
cularly happy on this occaſion to bring forward the motion 
with which he meant to conclude, but he ſhould be wanting 
to the duty he owed to the merit of Sir John Jervis if he con- 
fined himſelf to a conſideration of the brilliant victory which 
he had obtained, nor would he attempt to add to the im- 
preſſion which the account of the gallant Admiral himſelf 
had already made on the public. He would ſtate what was 
leſs known to the public in detail, viz. that his unremitting 
exertions, his indefatigable activity, judicious manage- 
ment, and meritorious conduct during the whole war, were 
as conſpicuous as the glorious events with which they had 
been crowned was unparalleled. His conduct, to the very 
laſt, was ſuch as to ſtamp him one of the greateſt commanders 
which this country had ever produced. His conduct, indeed, 
had made a great impreſſion upon Miniſters, and was re- 
ported to his Majeſty, where it met with that reception which 
ſuch merit muſt always experience. Whatever might have 
been the former views entertained of diſtinguiſhing Sir John 
Jervis, it remained only for an achievement fo brilliant and 
glorious as his late victory over the Spaniſh fleet to add io 
them, and bring them to a ſplendid climax. He thought it 
 unnecef ſary to ſay more. Hewas convinced that the hearts 
and voices of the Houſe would be in favour of the motion 
which he was going to propoſe. The deciſion, the judg- 
ment, the ability of the gallant commander had been equally 
conſpicuous. The Tvperior force with which he had to con- 
tend, and the whole condul diſ playee” e on hat memorable 
day, 
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day, marked the victory as an exploit perhaps unparalleled 
in the hiſtory of this country, He believed it was unpa- 


ralleled, and he was ſure it never could be ſurpaiſed. So fill- 


ed with admiration was he at the contemplation of the gal- 


lantry and ſkill of the Admiral in his late action, that he 
was at a loſs for words ſufficiently ſtrong to exprels the high _ 
ſenſe he entertained, but indeed they ſpoke ſufficiently for 


themlelves, as no words could do them juſtice. He would 
therefore detain their Lordſhips no longer, but would 


conclude with moving, © That the thanks of this Houſe be 


given to Admiral Sir John Jervis, Knight of the Bath, for 


his able and gallant conduct in the molt brilliant and deci- 
five victory gained over the Spaniſh fleet on the 14th of 


February, by the fleet under his command.“ 5 
The Duke of Bedford ſaid, he agreed with the noble Earl 
that it was impoſſibie to expatiate upon the ſubject of the 


glorious victory obtained by Sir John Jervis, in ſuch a man- 


ner as to add to the impreſſion which every one felt; it was 
indeed an exploit unparalleled in the annals of this country. 


He thought that even ſome more ſignal mark of the high 


| ſenſe entertained of the merit of Sir John Jervis ought to be 


given, at the ſame time, he could eaſily conceive that Mi- : 
niſters might perhaps be ſo circumitanced that they might 
feel ſome delicacy in bringing forward any motion to that 


effect. He would ſuggeſt only, however, that upon an occa- 


ſion fo diſtinguiſhed as the preſent, it would not be going 
too far to addreſs his Majeſty to confer ſome mark of his 


royal favour upon Sir John Jervis. He ſhould leave to Mi- 


niſters to bring forward any propoſition of this tendency if 


they thought proper. | | | 
The Duke of Clarence ſaid, he roſe to expreſs thoſe feel- 


ings of joy which he experienced in common with every 
Engliſhman upon the glorious victory gained by Sir John 


_ Jervis. The chief reaſon, however, of his riling at preſent 
Was, that he had expected that ſome brother officer would 
have riſen to pay the tribute of praiſe to the character of 
the gallant Admiral, to whom they were called upon to re- 


turn heir thanks. From the private friendſhip which had 


long lubſiſted between Sir John Jervis and himſelf, he could 
not help troubling their Lord{hips with a few obſervations 
upon this action. On this point the noble Earl had declined 
penking, and to this particular, he begged leave to ſay a 
 tew words. He had examined into the naval hiſtory of this 
country, and found that in moſt of the viQtories obtained by the 
N e eee 
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fleets of England, we were either nearly equal, or ſuperior 
in number ; at the battle of La Hogue the French fleet was 
ſuperior to ours in number. The circumſtances of the pre- 
ſent action, the great difference of force, fifteen fail againſt 
twenty ſeven, ſpoke of themſelves. - Admiral Boſcawen, in 
1757, deſtroyed the French fleet; in 1780, Admiral Rodney, 
with whom he himſelt had ſerved in a very inferior ſituation, 
had deſtroyed the Spanith fleet, but here the ſuperiority in 
force was ſo greatly in favour of the enemy, that it was 
diſtinguiſhed as the moſt brilliant victory in the naval hiſtory 
of this country, and the moſt decided proof of the courage 
and vigour of our ſeamen ever exhibited. There was one 
expreſſion in the letter of Sir John Jervis, of which he 
ſhould take notice. It was that in which he ſays “ the 
fleet which I have the happineſs to command.” It was re- 
markable, that in the private letters that had been received 
upon the ſubject of this victory, the officers expreſſed the 
| happineſs they have in ſerving under the moſt able officer 
in the Britiſh navy. Upon every occaſion previous to this 
event, the conduct of Sir John Jervis had been conſpicuous. 
In 1790, at the time of the Spaniſh armament, Lord Howe 
teſtified his high ſenſe of the activity and talents of Sir John 
| Jervis, and of the ſtate and diſcipline of the fleet, when he 
received it from his hands. He himſelf had been on board 
the fleet at that time, and the diſcipline kept up was moſt ex- 
emplary, and redounded greatly to the advantage of the 
fl navy, and of the ſervice. Indeed, from the whole of his 
v1 conduct, he did not heſitate to pronounce, that Sir John 
1 | Jervis was the belt officer in his majeſty's navy. With re- 

gad to the conſequences of this action, he ſhould ſay a few 
Wo words. He ſhould ſtate it as his opinion, that while this 
1 country preſerved its naval ſuperiority there was no danger 
8 of invaſion, no cauſe for alarm of any kind. After the pro- 
er meaſures of defence eſpecially which Miniſters had 
taken, he thought there was nothing to be apprehended. 
Difficulties there were in our preſent ſituation, but theſe aroſe _ 
from the particular nature of the conteſt in which we were 
engaged, with an enemy who ſtuck at nothing, which ren- 
dered ſome ſacrifices on our part neceſſary. He was con- 
vinced, however, that in a few months a ſafe and permanent 
peace would crown our exertions. Any other peace than 
il 2 peace that would not laſt for ten or twelve years, 
Was not deſirable. There was ſomething particular in the 
1 &tuation of this country which ought to be attended 8 
e | 1 08 | and: 
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and which in contemplation of peaceought to be particularly 


regarded. From motives of economy, a Miniſter, at the con- 
eluſion of a war, was obliged to diſband the army, and diſ- 
mantle the fleet. 


rogreſs, and it was fair to expect from our exertions, when 


it was attained, that peace which we defired, and on the re- 
ſtoration of which the proſperity of the country would re- 
ſume its accultomed vigour. „ 


Earl Spencer ſaid, that with regard to the idea of addreſſing 
his Majeſty as ſuggeſted by the noble Duke, it was not uſual 
on occalions of marking the ſenſe the Houſe entertained of 


the meritorious conduct of officers in his Majeſty's ſervice, 
who had diſtinguiſhed themſelves by ſignal victories, to take 


a ſtep of that nature, and indeed obvious motives of delicacy 


preſented themſelves to his mind to ſhew that it would not 
be proper, as it was impoſlible to conceive that the ſupreme 


branch of the legiſlature, did not feel in common with their 
Lordſhips and the country in general a due ſenſe of the value, 
importance and glory of Sir John Jervis's victory, and the 
brilliancy of that gallant admiral's conduct, and their Lord- 
ſhips muſt agree that ſomething ſhould be left to the ſpon- 
| taneous exerciſe of grace in that quarter, which the conſti- 
tution had veſted with the high prerogative of conferring 


honours and dignities. „ 
The Duke of Bedford ſaid, he did not wiſh to preſs his 
Majeſty's Miniſters on the ſubject of addreſſing his Majeſty 
in the manner that he had ſuggeſted, but if Miniſters would 


not move any thing tending to affix a 338 mark of diſ- 


tinction upon the achievement of Sir John Jervis, he ſhould 
bring. forward ſome s He ges which would ſhew upon 
the Journals the high ſenſe of public gratitude which he had 
excited, and which he truly merited, becauſe not only the 
Britiſh fleet had been greatly inferior in number, but he had 


been aſſured by letters from thoſe competent to decide, that 
in number of guns the Spaniſh fleet more than doubled thoſe 


on board the Britiſh fleet. At preſent he was inclined to 


amend the motion which had been made, and to inſert ſome 
words expreſſive of the ſuperiority of the force with which 


Sir John Jervis had contended. He ſuggeſted, therefore, that 


the words, “ fo greatly ſuperior in number,” ſhould be in- 
ſerted after the words © Spaniſh fleet.” 2 | 


Earl Spencer ſaid, he had no objection to inſert any words 


In its preſent ſituation, our force was at 
its height. To raiſe it to this {ſituation was a matter of flow. 


that 
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meration and ſpecis ication would not rather ſerve to detract 
of expreſſions to form the motion. 
not certainly ſtrengthen the general ſentiment; but as they 


to ſtand part of the motion. 


and profetlional ſkill than had been exhibired by Sir John 
| Jervis in the late brilliant engagement. It ſeemed as if Sir 
John Jervis had been apprized of the gloom which had ſeiz- 


nent exploit to diſpel, This Sir John Jervis in circum- 
ſtances which juſtified the ſtake, had riſked his well- earned 


| had attempted an enterprize in which through wunexampled 


_ cauſe they expreſſed w th additional force, the high ſenſe the 


what they had heard, that the atchievements which were 
celebrated in our naval hiſtory, were performed againſt equal 


occaſion was ſo uncxampled.; when they heard from the 
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that could give ſtrength to the expreſſion of the merit of the 
exploit, which the motion was meant to convey. _ | 

The Lord Chancellor ſubmitted to the Houſe, wards the 
eneral ſtatement of the exploit under the terms “ gallant 
and. deciſive victory,” was not ſufficient, and whether enu- 


than to heighten ; and to evince a bad taſte in the ſelection 
Earl Spencer thought that the inſertion. of the words would 
had been ſuggeſted, he thought ws nad better be allowed 


Lord Hood ſaid, that he could not content himſelf with 
giving a ſilent vote on the preſent occaſion. Neither the 
hiſtory of this country nor any other could produce an in- 
ſtance of greater magnanimity, or more profound judgment 


ed upon the public mind, and which it required ſome emi- 


fame to achieve, and departing from the eſtabliſhed ſyſtem, 


bravery and ſingular ability, he had eminently ſucceeded, an 
enterprize to which, by every conſideration of policy, he 
was impelled. He himſelf knew moſt of che ſhips, which 
from the number of killed and wounded ſeemed 16 have been 
principally engaged in the action, and could b-ar teſtimony 
ro the excellence of their. diſcipline, and e courage and 
merit of their officers, having had the honour to command 
them. He wondered not therefore that heir behaviour was 
ſuch as he could have expected. He had nothing more to 
add, but that he gave his moſt cordial aſſent to the motion. 

The Earl of Guzlaford ſaid, that it was not his intention to 
create any debate upon the preſent ſubject; but he wiſhed 
the words ſuggeſted by the noble Duke to be inſerted, be- 


Houſe entertained of the conduct of Sir John Jervis. After 


or inferior force, while the difference of force on the preſent = 


royal 
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royal Duke who had borne his teſtimony as a brother officer 
to the extraordinary merit of Sir John Jervis, and when they 
had alſo heard from the noble Lord who had juſt fat down, 
and every thing that came from him came with additional. 


weight and authority, on account of his own high profef- 


ſional character, but when their Lordſhips had heard from him 
the riſks with which the action had been attended, that it was 
| Itake for the ſalvation of the country; when they conſidered 


the poſſibility of failure, they would feel the propriety of 


marking in the {trongeſt- manner the ſuperiority of this ex- 


ploit. The noble Earl at the head of the Admiralty had ſaid,. 
that it could 'never be ſurpaſſed ; he hoped, however, that 


the noble Earl would never allow the chance again to occur. 


He hoped he would be careful how in future he allowed 15 


| fail to be oppoſed to 27, for the conſequence of failure was; 


dreadful to contemplate. He had as much confidence as any. 


man in our navy; but would the noble Earl ſay that he 


could have hoped for an event ſo ſuccefsful. He truſted 
therefore that the Admiralty would never in future ſuffer a 
Britiſh fleet again to riſque ſuch fearful odds, but take care, 


that their numbers in point of ſhips were at leaſt equal to 


| thoſe of the enemy. He thought therefore that the thanks ; 


of the Houſe ought to be given to Sir John Jervis in the moſt 
decided manner. DES Wl 8 


Earl pencer ſaid, he could not help ſaying a few words in- 


reply to the noble Earl, who had impoſed on him a degree 


of reſponſibility, beyond that ever before impoſed on a firſt 


Lord of the Admiralty. It was impoſſible for him oi for 
any public man to undertake to controul events which muſt 
be created by the circumſtances of war. Was he to under- 


take that it ſhould never occur that an inferior ſquadron 


ſhould meet with a ſuperior fleet of the enemy? Surely 
ſuch an idea could only have originated in the noble Lord's 
imagination, heated and dazzled by the conſideration of the 
brilliant victory to which their attention was ditected. It 
was the object of his exertion, that the commanders and 


fleets ſhould be ſupplied with every thing neceſſary; but it | 


was impoſſible to engage for events. 5 
The Lord Chancellor ſaid, that he hoped the Houſe would 
do him the juſtice to believe, that he objected to the inſet- 


tion of the words prapoſed. not with a view to detract from 


the importance, leifen the value, or diminith the luſtre of Sir 


| „ 12 ; 
John Jervis's conduct on the late glorious occaſion, but ſolely 


on the ground that it would weaken, inſtead of ſtrengthen, 
Yor. II. 4/97. „„ Ta ad e 
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the expreſſion. It appeared to him to be altogether a matter 
of taſte. Simplicity was conſidered as the beſt taſte of inſcrip- 


tion. in mere view of propriety, enumeration and ſpecifica- 
tion tended to detract. The victory of Blenheim conveyed as 
diſtinctly, and mare forcibly to an Englith ear, the ſplendour 


of that exploit, than could be done by an enumeration of par- 


ticulars. On this point a circumſtance occurred to his mind, 
which would illuſtrate the matter in queſtion, and ſhew the 


opinion of thoſe who were no bad judges in ſuch matters. 


When Louis XIV. in the height of his power, was deſirous 
to decorate his palaces with paintings of the exploits which had 
been performed during his reign, from the pencil of the great 
maſters of the art, by way of inſcription propoſed to be put on 
each, the different incidents were made out, with an enume- 
ration of moſt of the particular circumſtances in which they 
had taken place. Before they were expoſed to the public they 


were ſubmitted to Racine (no bad judge of the ſublime, the 


fimple, and the beautiful), and to Deſpereaux. Theſe con- 


ſulted together, and rejected the detail, and ſubſtituted the 


_ ſimple words, Battle of Cremona, &c. &c. Upon this 
ground, on mere taſte of propriety, he conſidered the motion 


as it ſtood preferable. He was againſt the inſertion of the 


words too, as the object of them ſeemed to impute blame to 


another quarter. The mention of one particular too would in- 


fer, that the merit conſiſted chiefly there, while in fact the 
merit was coinpoſed of a great many other circumſtances of 
which that was only one. be, „ 


The Earl of Carliſte deprecated the preſent converſation. 


He owned, he was not at all convinced by the arguments of 
the noble Lord on the woolfack. The compariſon of an in- 


ſcription was not in point, for they were not going to erect a 


pyramid or an obe liſł to Sir John Jervis. The additional words 
- did not appear to him to reter to any other perſon, or to de- 
preciate the merit of others. The words, he thought, ſhould 
therefore be inſerted.  _ . VVV 
Lo Grenville ſaid, that he thought, with the noble and 


learned Lord on the woolfack, the original words ſtronger; 
but, after the words had been mentioned, if it was the ſenſe 


of the Houſe that the inſertion of thoſe propoſed would 
ſtrengthen the expreſſion, he had no objection, and ſhould 
rather think it adviſeable to adopt almoſt any words than give 


room for the appearance of a difference of opinion taking place 
on ſuch a ſubject. He was not inſenſible that the words 
might be termed an mputation of blame to another quarter, 


dot as that diſcuſſion might be regularly before the Houſe, he 


forbore 
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forbore ſaying any thing till then. He could not, however, 
aſſent to the idea that a Britiſh ſquadron was never to venture 
out but when ſuperior tothe enemy. Such an idea was ſo de- 
grading in irſelf, and ſo injurious to the valour and {kill of the 
gallant officers, who, in ſo many inſtances during the war, 
had eminently diſtinguiſhed themſelves againſt a ſuperior force, 


that it was not to be endured for a ſingle moment. It would 


alſo have this further miſchievous conſequence, it would raile 


the ſpirits of the enemy, and produce a very bad effect upon 
the country at the preſent moment. He was for adopting any 


form of words rather than admitting a ſuppotition that the 
Sir. John Jervis." JAV 

The Earl of Guildford ſaid, that it was never in his contem- 
plation that the words implied any charge againſt the Admi- 
ralty. Certainly he did not mean to compliment the Admiralty 


were not ſenſible of the great talents and gallantry diſplayed by 


upon the occaſion. Though he was far from withing to de- 


grade the navy, he did not with that ſuch hazards ſhould be 
run; and though he never dreamt of ſaying that our force 
ſhould be always ſuperior, it was not a neceſſary conſequence 


that they ſhould engage on ſuch extraordinary inequality, It 
was evident, however, from what had fallen from the noble. 
Lord (Hood), that he was of opinion that ſuch riſks ſhould 


not happen often | „ 5 

The Duke of Bedford ſaid, that he by no means intended 
the words as a charge againſt Adminiſtration. He :liffered ſtill 
from the noble Lord on the woolfack. He confeſſed that he 
had a bad taſte; for, after the noble Lord s diſquiſition upon 


taſte, he could not diſcover that it was a good taſte to impute 


ſiniſter motives to thoſe whole conduct gave no countenance 
to the charge. 5 ; | 


vis, and admitted the eminence of the exploit he had per- 
formed, but he thought it rather invidious to ſeem to hold all 
other ſervices as cheap. Ws 5 
Lord Borringdon diſagreed with the noble Lord on the wool- 


ſack, for, upon the ſame principle, they might expunge the 


epithets able and gallant.” He thought the words propoſed 
added ſtrength to the expreſſion. The force of the enemy was 


double that of Sir John Jervis, at leaſt in guns, and he thought | 


he 3 of that fact, or the words piopoled, ſhould be in- 
lerted. 1 85 8 = . 

Earl Spencer propoſed the words © very ſuperior force,” 
which were agreed to, and the motion paſſed nem. dif}. 


* — 


Lord Sydney paid many high compliments to Sir John Jer- | 
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Ear} Spencer then moved the Thanks of the Houſe 


to the Admirals Thompſon, Waldegrave, Parker, Nelſon, 


Sir Robert Calder, and the other officers. He ſaid that diſ- 
tinctions ought not ro be made in the mention of the names of 
thele officers ; they had all behaved with the utmoſt gallantry, 


The conduct of Commodore Nelſon had been 1 8 conſpicu- 5 


ous on a variety of occations. 


The Duke of Norfolk thought it unuſual to o ſpecify the 5 


names, as it appeared invidious. 

Earl Spencer ſaid, the motion, he believed, was | drawn ub 
in che manner uſual on ſuch occaſions. | 

The Duke of Clarence ſaid, that the names of the different: 


«ts ers had been enumerated on the occaſion of the victory of 


the 1ſt of June, and Lord Rodney's victory in 1782. He 
withed the noble Duke to wave his objeEtions ; which the 
Puke of Nortolk, in compliance with the diſpotition of the 
Houſe, readily did, and the motion paſſed nem d.. 


The Duke of Bedford ſaid, it would come beit trom Miniſ- 


ters to move an Addreſs to his Majeſty, that he would be 
pleaſed to confer forme mark of his royal approbation on Sir 
Jervis. 
moyed ; 


been ſo feebly ſupported. 

Ear] Spencer repeated his obſervation, that his Majeſty 
ſhould have an opportunity of exerciling his own diſcretion in 
ſuch a cate, without ſeeming to act merely from the addreſs 


of the Houſe. 


ſuch 2 motion. 


The Duke of Bedford ſaid, he did not wiſh to ora on 


the prerogatives of the King, but he was defirous of bringing 


forward ſuch an addreſs from the experience of the conduct of 
The victory of the firſt of June 
had been of the higheſt importance, and produced the greateſt 


Miniſters on other occaſions. 


ſenſation, though the perſon, whoſe merits the country felt 
and wiſhed to "Ls rewarded, had been nas 23 55 Mi- 
niſters. 


this ſubject the firſt open day. 
Eatl Spencer moved the knowkdgmants of the Houſe of 


| the good conduct and bravery of the marines, ſeamen, and ſol- 


diers, on board the fleet under the command of Sir John Jer- 
vis, &c. which was Werd to nem. dif}... 


NOTICES, 


He was defirous that ſuch an addreſs thould be 
but he ſhould forbear if he ſhould ſtand ſingle, that 
it might not appear on. the Journals that luch ; a motion had 


He thought the noble Duke ought not to puth : 


The Earl of 92 ſaid that he ſhould 1 make A motion on 


.. 
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NOTICES. 
The Earl of Albemarle roſe to give notice of a motion for 


Thurſday, to enquire into the naval defence of Treland on the 
late attempt of invation. 


Earl Moira withed it poſtponed till Fr iday, « on account of 


a Navigation Bill, which had been poſtponed, e on * 
Thurſdav. Friday was then fixed. 
Earl Spencer ſaid, that he had intended to move for a num 


ber of papers 3 to that ſubject, which he conceived were 


neceſſary to enable the Houle to judge. He wines anxiouſly - . 


for a diſcuſſion of the ſubject. 


The Earl of Curliſie ſaid that theſe papers old not be 
printed before Friday, in time for diſcuſſion, It would not do 


to produce a garbled ſet of papers, on which to found a defence. 
The Houſe would not endure it. A later day ſhould be fixed, 
to give time to move for farther documents, if neceflary, 

Earl Spencer wiſhed the noble Lord had waited to read the 
Papers betore he had pronounced them garbled, 

The Earl of Carliſie ſaid, that he merely admoniſhed the no- 
ble Earl not to attempt to impoſe upon the Houſe by a garbled 
ſelection, as his friends had done in another place. The 
Houle ought not to endure it. Such a defence could not be 


ſuſtained. 


Earl Spencer w was s ſorry to ſee the warmth of the noble Earl, 
as he wilhed to fee the ſubject diſpaſſionately diſcuſſed, All 
the papers would be laid upon the table that could be made 


public with propriety. When the ſubject came before them 
he truſted for a candid examination. To the judgment of the 


Houle he ſhould ſubmit ; but, upon his honour, he could ſay, 


that were the things to be done again, he ſhould purſue the 
very ſame meaſures which had formerly been adopted... He 


concluded with moving for a variety of papers. 
The Earl of Albemarle put off his motion till Monday, os 
cauſe the Papers produced could not be printed before Friday. 


COMMITTEE OF ENQUIRY INTO THE CAUSES OF THE 


ORDER OF COUNCIL OF THE 26TH OF FEBRUARY. 


The order of the day for their Lordſhips being ſummoned. 
being read, 


The Duke of Bedford ſaid, that the ſubject of the motion, 
of which he had given notice, was of ſuch importance, that he 


was afraid he could not expreſs his feelings upon it ſo as to 
command the attention of their Lordthips. Since the Order 
in Council of the 26th of February was iſſued, he had endea- 


3 to conſider it in the ma favourable light poſſible, * 
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he confeſſed that, in every point of view, e was alarmed at 


its tendency. They had appointed a Committee to enquire 


into the neceſſity of continuing this Order, and he hoped that 


this would not be urged as an argument againſt the appoint— 


ment of another Cominittee to inveſtigate the cauſes of its be- 


ing iſſued. In his opinion the appointment of the former 
Committee proved to the Houſe, and to the world, the expe- 


diency of farther enquiry. If in any thing he ſhould miſtake 


the report, he hoped to be corrected. He underſtood, how- 


ever, that an Order in Council had been iſſued, requiring the 


Bank not to pay their notes in ſpecie. A Committee had been 
appointed, in conſequence of the alarm created by this Order, 
to enquire into the circumſtances of the Bank, and the neceſ- 
tity of continuing this Order. From the report it appeared 


that this Committee had ſtrictly confined themſelves to the 


taſk aſſigned them; and that they had not entered into any in- 
veſtigation of the cauſes in which the neceſſity originated. 


Their Lordſhips would perceive that there was a material dif- 


ference between ſanctioning the continuance of the Order and 


approving of its being iſſued; for the Bank might have been 


brought into ſuch a diſreputable ſituation, in conſequence of 


the Order, that it might have become dangerous to repeal it, 
The re- 


though there was no neceſſity at firſt for iſſuing it. 


port of the Committee was favourable to the ſtate of the gene- 


ral affairs of the Bank, which rendered it ſtill more neceſſary 
for their Lordſhips to enquire into the cauſes why ſuch a no- 


vel, unprecedented, and dangerous meaſure had been adopted 


by Government. It was highly important that the country 
ſhould know whether the preſent embarraſſments had been oc- _ 


caſioned by the miſconduct of Adminiſtration, or the inevitable 
misfortunes of the times. He ſhould abſtain from quoting the 


ſtrong declarations of Miniſters reſpecting the financial ſtate of 


the country in the courſe of the war. It was unneceffary to 


have recourſe to ſuch a mode of illuſtration to convince the 


Houſe of the critical nature of the preſent conjuncture of af- 


fairs, for every noble Lord muſt be ſenſible of it. It had been 


aſcribed to exaggerated alarms of invaſion, obtaining in the 


country, but he. could not bring himſelf to believe that a few 
Frenchmen landing on the coaſt of Wales could give riſe to 
ſuch an alarming and eventful criſis. He was afraid that it 
had rather been produced by the miſconduct of the King's Mi- 
niſters, and the ſituation to which the country had been re- 
duced by that miſconduct. Without entering at all into the 
ueſtion of the juſtice and policy of the war, it would be al- 
Jewed, on all hands, that it had been conducted with conſide- 
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rable profuſion. The reſources of the country had been highly 


| talked of, and they deſerved to be fo, for they had laſted longer 


than even the moſt ſanguine could have hoped. But that was 


no reaſon why they ſhould laſt for ever, and far leſs ought it 
to ſaperlede the neceſſity of enquiring into the preſent ſtate of 


our finances, eſpecially ſince they had exhibited ſuch fatal 
ſymptoms of rapid decay, if not of total failure. Some time 


ago the Miniſter had raiſed a loan by ſubſcription to a conſi- 


derable amount, and we had no doubt that at that time he 


might have raiſed a far greater ſum. His not doing it, there- 
fore, could only be accounted for from his not wanting more 
at the time, or from his being afraid to avow it on account of 
the additional taxes which it would have required to be im- 
poſed upon the people to defray the intereſt, at a time when 


the nation was already groaning under a load of burthens 


which required all its ſtrength and all its patience to ſupport. 
Or if neither of theſe concluſions were jult, the only other 
that could poſſibly be drawn was, that Miniſters, fince that 
time, had launched forth upon ſuch a ſcale of expence, as had 
far exceeded the eſtimates that they had made. But the ne- 
ceſſity of enquiry was ſo obvious to every one, that it required 
no arguments to enforce it. Hoping, therefore, that there 
would be but one opinion upon the expediency of inſtituting. 
an enquiry, he ſhould ſay a few words on the mode of pro- 
.ceedin, A Committee of the whole Houſe, he was aware, 
would be attended with conſiderable inconvenience, as it might 


occaſion delay in a proc-eding which ought certainly to be car- 
ried on with the utmoſt poſhble diſpatch. That the enquiry, 


therefore, might be gone through with expedition, he ſhould. 
propoſe, that a ſelect Committee of their Lordſhips be ap- 


- pointe. He had ſome objeQions to a {ecret Committee, but 
they were not to ſtrong as they were on a former evening, for 
he then ſoppoſed, what be now underſtood was not the fact, 


that they were bound to ſecrecy. He fill, however, had 
conſiderable objections to that fort of Committee; becauſe he 
was of opinion, that, in order to reſtore the confidence of the 
nation, if there was any ground ſtil] remaining for confidence, 
the greateſt publicity ought to be given to its proceedings. Be- 
ſides, the Houte (it was very well known) delegated a conſi- 


_ Cerable portion of its power to a Secret Committee, whereas, 
in the preſent circumitances, he was of opinion, that it ought 
to watch the operations of its Committee, and direct its pro- 


ceedings as it might judge proper. But whether the Commit- 


tee was ſecret, or only felect, it ought certainly to be openly. 
appointed ; for eyery one was aware, that when a Committee 


Was 
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was choſen by ballot, it was commonly compoſed of the Mi- 
niſter's friends, who certainly were not the moſt impartia} 
judges of his conduct. Having made theſe few obſervations 
he had little more to add. He had purpoſely abſtained from 
entering into any invective againſt Miniſters, becauſe what— 
ever he might feel reſpecting their conduct, though perhaps it 
was not altogether irrelevant to the ſubject, it certainly was 
not neceſſary to his argument. If the finances of the country 
were in a ſtate of embarraſſment, it certainly was their duty 
to enquire into the cauſes of that. embarraſſment. If it pro- 
ceeded from the miſconduct of Miniſters, there ſhould be a 
change of men. If it was occaſioned by any error in the ſyſ- 
tem purſued by the Bank Directors, that ſyſtem ought to be 
altered. But if their Lordſhips refuſed to enter into the en- 
quiry both of men and meaſures, they might be compelled by 
a power which they would not be able to reſiſt, but to which 
they would not with to bow. His Grace moved, That a 
Select Committee of fafteen Peers be appointed to enquire into. 
the cauſes for iſſuing the Order in Council of the 26th of Fe- 
%% ST JJV 
Lord Grenville e xpreſſed his ſatisfaction at the moderate tone 
in which the noble Duke had opened the debate, and ſaid he 
could have no wiſh to alter tliat tone, but would endeavour to 
imicate the candour of the noble Duke. If he agreed to the 
motion of the noble Duke, however, he begged it might not 
be inferred that he acquieſced in the concluſions he had drawn; 
concluſions not warranted by the premiſes ſtated, and wholly 
unfounded in principle and in fact. The noble Duke had 
thrown out an inſinuation, that the country was come to an 
end of its reſources. He muſt poſitively deny the affertion : he 
was confident that the reſources of the country would be found 
upon enquiry to be unimpaired ; and all he was anxious about 
was, that that Houſe and the public ſhould not give way to 
deſpondency, and diſtruſt the means of independence, of 
which they were ſtill largely in poſſeſſion. Were their Lord- 
ſhips to withdraw from him any part of that confidence with 
which they had honoured him, he ſhould, no doubt, feel it {ex 
verely, but he ſhould feel infinitely greater pain were they to 
loſe their confidence in Britiſh fpirit and B-rtiſh reſource, He 
would therefore venture to ſtate it as his . pinion, and he was 
ſanguine in the hopes of its being confirmed by the reſult of an T4 
enquiry, that the preſent difficulties had ariſen not from any 1 
decay of actual reſource, but merely from a temporary defi- mo 
ciency of circulating medium, which was often miſt:ken for a 
deficiency of property. A circulating medium he explained to 
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be the means of bringing reſource into action, for the pur- 
poles of ſociety, and he denied that it was any teſt of the 


wealth, either of an individual or of a ſtate. Many inferior 


branches of commerce, their Lordthips muſt be aware, re- 


quired a much greater circulating medium than other 
branches in which a greater capital was employed, and the 


want of a circulating medium never experienced in conſe— 
quence of the exchange of one commodity for another. He 

differed with the noble Duke not on the propriety of an en- 
quiry, but in the diſtinction he mad between a Secret and a 
Select Committee. A Secret Committee, in his opinion, 
: though they did not take an oath of fecrecy, were bound by 


a duty of ſecrecy not to reveal any thing but by the expreſs 
conſem of the whole Committee. There was another 


material difference, that a ſecret Committee was only ac- 


ceſſible to the members who compoled it. He,“ theretore, 


was of opinion, that in the preſent cafe a Secret would be 


preterable to a Select Committee, and that it ſhould be choſen 
in the ſame way that Secret Committees always are choſen. 
He concluded with moving as an amendment, that for ſelect 
the word /ecret ſhould be ſubſtituted. 

The Duke of \orfolk (aid, he had no objection to a Secret 


Committee, if it was openly appointed; but he objected 


to the mode of chooſing a Committee by ballot, becauſe it 


was very well known that ſuch Committees were compoſed 
of the Miniſter's friends. In the laſt Committee there were 
no fewer than three Cabinet Miniſters, who were the very 
_ perſons who ſigned the Order of Council in queſtion, and 


two of whom were near relations of the Miniſter. In a 


matter of ſuch infinite importance, it was highly neceſlury 


that the public mind ſhould be fully ſatisfied, and when en- 
quiries were conducted in ſuch a way it was impoſſible that 


the country could be ſatisfied. Nor was the report of the 


other Houſe, which ſtated that the Bank had upwards of four 


million more than ſufficient to anſwer all their engagements, 
ſufficiently explicit; it ought tohave ſtated in what funds that 


four millions conſiſted. For his own part, the Duke ſaid, 


he was at a loſs to. know the object of enquiry. 


The Earl of '7uildford. roſe for the purpoſe of explaining 


to the noble Duke the object of enquiry. The bulineſs ot 
the former Committee was narrowed to an enquiry into the 
immediate neceſſity which produced the Order in Council; 
| whereas the purpoſe of appointing the preſent Committee 
was as he conceived. to inveſtigate the cauſes which gave riſe 


Vor. II. 1797. . Hh to 
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to the neceſſity; and here it would be of importance to al. 
certain whether Miniſters had not produced the ueceſſit 


or to ſhew that it aroſe from circumſtances over which they | 


had no controul. As the enquiry was meant to reſtore the 
public conhdence, he was clearly of opinion that the utmoſt 
publicity thould be given to it, and therefore ſhould have but 


little ſatisfaction reſulting "FR the enquiry, if it were to be 


managed by a Secret. Committee. 
The Duke of Beaf:rd and Lord Grenville fererally ex- 


: plained themſelves, after which a Secret Committee was 


ordered to be choſen. 


Lord (:renville then moved, cc That the Committee be 
choſen by ballot.“ 


The Duke of Bedford mid, he could not allow the pre- 


ſent motion to be carried without expreſſing his ſtrongeſt 


and moſt decided diſſent. He had waited in expectation 
of ſome other noble Lord riſing in his place to oppoſe it, but 


as no perſon had come forward he found himſelf called 
upon to expreſs his ſentiments upon it, in much ſtronger 


terms than he had thought it neceſſary to employ in diſ- 


cuſſing the other part of the ſubject. He might perhaps be 
called to order in the courſe of his ſpeech ; but though it 
was his wiſh to obſerve the rules of the Houſe, he ſhould 
ſpeak plainly and without diſguiſe. He knew how our an- 
cCeſtors conducted ballots for Committees, but he knew that 


as they were now managed the Committees were not fairly 


choſen. Had any man told him that the laſt Committee 


would have conſiſted of the members of which it was com- 


poſed, he would have laughed at his ignorance. It might 
be conceived then what was his ſurpriſe when he found that 


three Cabinet Miniſters were on the Committee, and that 
the other {1x were Peers who had uniformly voted with Mi- 
niſters ſince the beginning of the war. When he ſaid this 
he did not mean to throw the ſmalleſt reflection on any in- 
dividual member of it, but he muſt be excuſed if he thought 


that they certainly were not the moſt proper perſons for 
judging of the meaſures of Miniſters; for ſuppoſing that 


they were bad, which they certainly might be, was it to be 


expected that either they would be very rigorous in their 


* or ſevere in their cenſures? If it was aſked, Whe- 


ther thoſe who were uniformly in the habit of oppoſing 
| Miniſters would have been better judges, or come forward 
with a more ſatisfactory report? he had no heſitation in 


ſaying that they would, becauſe they would have been more 
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&ri& in their inveſtigation, and if they pronounced too harſh 
a judgment, the Houſe were not obliged to adopt their re- 
ſolutions. If there was any man who would defend the 
mode of chooſing Committees by ballot, let him look into 
the glaſſes and ſee the liſts they contained. One would think 
that at leaſt, they would have been written, to fave appear- 
ances, in different hands; but inſtead of that they might ſee 
twenty litts containing the ſame names, and all written by 
the ſame hand. And of what were the liſts compoſed? Of 
the Cabinet Miniſters ! Gracious God! appoint men to be 
judges of their own acts! What purpoſe could it ſerve to 
appoint perſons to enquire into the policy of meaſures, of 
which they themſelves were the authors? After the prefent 
ballot, if their Lordſhips conſented to it, they might expect. 
to find one or two more Cabinet Miniſters, with a few more 
of their friends, on the Committee, Were not Miniſters 
aſhamed of ſuch conduct! What infatuation was it to at- 
tempt to deceive the coun ry by ſuch quackery Now that 
they had brought the country to the verge, if not into the gulph 
of ruin, what were they going todo! To appoint a Com- 
mittee to enquire into the cauſes of its being reduced to this 
dreadful ſtate ; and of whom was this Committee to be com- 
poſed? Of thoſe very men who had been the authors of all 
its calamities. His Grace concluded a warm and pointed 
ſpeech, by a ſolemn invocation to the Houſe not to add inſult 
to injury, by mocking an oppreſſed and deluded people with 
holding out to them a confidence which they could not in- 
ſpire, or a redreſs which they never intended to grant. 
Earl Fauconberg roſe, and declared he had fat two and 
twenty years in that Houſe, and never had ſuch an attack 
made upon him, as that which their Lordſhips had heard 
from the noble Duke. Becauſe he had the utmoſt confi- 
dence in the abilities and integrity of his Majeſty's Mi- 
niſters, and had given them ſupport on thoſe grounds, was he 
accuſed of lending himſelf to the inſtitution of a mock en- 
quiry, and in joining in an abuſe of the public? He ſpurned 
at the imputation and was as little capable of an act ſo 
diſhonourable, as the noble Duke himſelf. He had no heſi 
tation to avow, that he put one of the liſts complained of 
into the balloting glaſs, and he gloried in it. Was he to be 
denied the privilege of exerciſing his own judgment, and 
the right of free agency, becauſe he entertained a different 
opinion of the conduct of Miniſters from that which the 
noble Duke choſe to hold, and to proclaim at all times, 
Hh 2 without 
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without the leaſt apparent conſideration. of the {tate of the 


country, the difficulties of the moment, or the danger of dif- 


ſeminating accuſations of Miniſters, founded in mere affer- 
tion, and calculated to alarm the public, create diſtruſt, and 
thereby weaken the hands of the Government, when all good 


ſubjects ought to unite to ſupp: and ſtrengthen them to 


the utmoſt * That the ſituation of the corniry was not ſuch 


as could be wiſhed, he would readily allow: and that the 


people were heavily taxed, no man could deny, but was the 


burthen partially impoſed ? Did not their Lordihips, did not 


every man in the country feel it ? But did it become Engliſh- 


men to dſpair and puſillanimouſly to lay down their arms, 


when they had every thing at ſtake? He was purſuaded that 


it was the firſt object of Miniſters to extricate us from our 
lituation, and he hoped and truſted they would ſpeedily ſuc— 
ceed. But if noble Lords came down to that Houle, day 


after day, and endeavoured to perſuade the people they were 
ruined—if they ſtated grievances that did not exiſt, and mag- 


nified thoſe that did, they certainly were doing ſerious in- 


jury to the country. He begged the noble Duke to conſider, 
before it was too late, and not unneceffarily to make the 
people diſcontented, by ſuch arguments as theſe. Could any 
man have more intereſt in the ſalvation and proſperity of 


the country than Miniſters? Were they not bound by every 
tie both as public men and individuals, to ſave their 


country? He was ſur- that object occupied their. thoughts, 
day and night; and he lamented that they were drawn away 


from more important occupations, by liſtening to ſuch argu- 
ments as had been offered that night. His Lordſhip ſaid, 


| theſe were the principles that governed his parliamentary 


conduct, and he begged that their Lordſhips would all cor- 


dially unite their efforts for the preſervation of the country, 


and if they did, he ſhould not deſpair of their ſucceſs. 
The Earl of Guil4f;rd ſaid; the noble Earl had either mil- 


underſtood or miſrepreſented the noble Duke, when he ſtated 
the obſervations the noble Duke had wade as a reflection 


upon the perſons who had named the Committee, or thoſe 
who were choſen to be of it. He had ſaid no ſuch thing; 
but he had faid what he muſt coincide with the noble Duke 
in, namely, that it was a mockery to talk of a candid and 
impartial Committee of Enquiry, when the Preſident of the 


Council and the Chancellor of the Duchy of Lancaſter were 
- Choſen to examine and enquire into the conduct of the Se- 


cretary of State; in ſhort, every man of common ſenſe mult 


ſee 


2 


27 


8 


"II 


Jeled diſtreſs and embarraſſment. 
Earl who had faid, that it was for the intereſt of Miniſters to 
act as they had done. But if it was remembered what they 
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ſee that it was no enquiry, nor could any Miniſter think, the 
country certainly never would think, that his conduct was 
juſtified by a repoit from a Committee ſelected in that way. 


This Committee was ſaid to be for the purpoſe of confirm- 


ing and continuing the meaſures adopted in conſequence of 
the preſent exigency and the Order of Council. The ballot 


a propoſed by the noble Duke was certainly for a purpoſe as 
neceſſary for the country to know and be ſatisfied upon the 
cauſes which had produced that exigency. He was confi- 


den! the greateſt and moſt alarming cauſe of all our preſent 
exig.ncics aroſe from the nature, and ſtill more from the 
conduct of the war; from the total want of economy in every 


department of government; and theſe, he thought, were 


points that required and ought to be part of the enquiry gone 
into by a Committee of that Houſe. It had been ſaid that 


he and thoſe with whom he acted, thought that nothing 


could ſave the country bu: a change of men. Here he mult 


remark that it would be the height of preſumption in him, 


whatever high opinion he might entertain of the perſons 


whoſe councils were too much negleQed, perhaps deſpiſed, 
to ſuppoſe that any change could poſſibly give immediate re- 


lief to the country, plunged as it was in a ſtate of unparal- 


had done which they ought not to have done, and what they 
had left undone which it was their duty to do, however much 


they may have conlidered their intereſt, they had not con- 
ſulted their honour nor that of the country. On the preſent 
occaſion what could be worſe than the propoſed Committee 


of Enquiry ? The moſt corrupt Miniſters, in the worſt days 
of Rome, had only aſked to chuſe their friends to be their ac- 
cuſers. The enquiry propoſed by the noble Duke went to 
this plain queſtion. upon which the Houſe and the country 


bad a right to a ſatisfactory anſwer—whether the embar- 


raſſed and alarming ſtate of the country was owing to un- 
city of Miniſters ? „ : | i 

Lord Grenville, in reply, obſerved that the Committee to 
be ballotted for was not to enquire into their conduct, but 
into the ſituation of the Bank of England. Since ever that 
Houſe had been a chamber of Parliament, he did not believe 
that there had been a Committee ot fifteen for a ſimilar pur- 
pole choſen by nomination from different parts of the Houſe. 


Such 


avoidable misfortunes, or to the miſmanagement and incapa- 


He agreed with a noble 
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Such a ſcheme, he thought, preſented great and unneceſſary 
confuſion. The noble Duke ſeemed to entertain rather 
ſtrange ideas of a fair inveſtigation, when he ſuppoſed that 
the way to have a fair report upon the conduct of admini- 3 
ſtration, was, that the inquiry thould be made by fifteen. . 
noble Lords, who were uniformly hoſtile to Miniſters. In- . 
deed, if there was no other argument againſt that propoſal, 
he believed the difficulty of finding fifteen Peers in that 
Houſe, who entertained thole ſentiments of Miniſters, muſt 
prevent the expedient. The noble Lord had ſtated, that this 
country was reduced to a ſtate of the utmoſt diſtreſs by the 
miſconduct of Miniſters ; and every misfortune that occurred 
was, without heſitation, attributed to them. „ 

It would, however, be but fair in thoſe noble Lords ta 
acknowledge, that Miniſters had to conduct a conteſt totally 
unparalleled in the annals of civilized ſociety, that they were 
| endeavouring to defend the country from the moſt dreadful 
i evils that could threaten any civilized State. They had al- 
ready ſucceeded in defending the country from thoſe evils to 
which ſome of the countries in Europe were now a prey, 

' and which ſtill threatened them all. The Miniſters had al- 
| ready preſerved the veſſel of the State, and he hoped they 
would be able to ſteer it through all its difficulties. His 
| Lordſhip called upon the Houſe to conſider the important 
objects that were at ſtake ; and that, whenever any reverſe 
of fortune happened, they would, before they imputed it to 
the miſconduct of Miniſters, conſider tho difficulties they 
had to encounter, and the nature of the conteſt they had to 
maintain. | | e 

The Duke of Bedford ſaid, noble Lords muſt have very 
much miſtaken his meaning when they ſaid that he wiſhed 
the Committee to conſiſt of perſons adverſe to government. 
He had only put the caſe, that of two Committees, the one 
conhſting of the relations, friends, and adherents of the Mi- 
niſter, and the other entirely of noble Lords in avowed op- 
poſition to the meaſures of adminiſtration, he believed a 
report more ſatisfactory to the public on a ſubjet of 
that very important nature, was likely to come from a 
Committee of the latter deſcripti n, than of the former. 
He could not be guilty of ſuch fooliſh preſumption, 
or of ſuch groſs flattery to the Houſe as to ſuppoſe that 
any argument uſed there could have much effect, if not in 
uniſon with the wiſhes of the Miniſters ; and whether there 
were fifteen Lords or not who thought of their conduct as he. 
did, certainly he muſt ſay, after four years experience, that 

EY OE, ONS 
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it was of very little conſequence what was ſaid within thoſe 
walls, except it was ſanctioned by Miniſterial ſupport. 
Lord Darnley ſaid, although his mind was not ſwayed by 
the preſent alarms, which for his part, he conceived un- 
founded, yet that ſomething was necelfary to be done to 
quiet the apprehenſions of the people, he therefore thought 
the enquiry thould be impartially made, and the Committee 
not appointed by ballot. | | 
The Duke of Norfolk did the ſame. 3 
After which the queſtion was put on the Duke of Bed- 
ford's motion, e e 5 
Wat Cunfent e 47 
Contents 3 — — 8 


— 


. | Majority 39 | 
The Duke of Norfolk afterwards moved, “ That it be an 11 
inſtruction to the Committee to <nquire into and report on bi 
the amount of ſpecie advanced by the Bank to the Lords of 
the Treaſury, ſince the 12th July, 1796.” 25 
This paper being on the table, the Duke of Montroſe ſaid, 
in the courſe of debate much had been ſaid of the names and 
political conduct and characters of thoſe noble Lords, who 
had been choſen by ballot on the firſt Committee. From the 
noble Duke's having moved, that it be an inſtruction to the vs 
Committee © to enquire into and report the amount of the 1 
ſpecie advanced by the Bank to the Lords of the Treaſury, i 
fince the 12th of July, 1796,” which was already on the l 1 
table, it was evident what ſort of a report would have come Af 
from a Committee conſtituted, as the other noble Duke had | 
ſuggeſted. POT „ 
The Duke of Bedford ſaid, that he had omitted one re- 
mark, which he hoped he ſhould not be thought ſingular in 
ſtating then —it was, that though members of a Secret Com- 
mittee were bound not to divulge the detail of the proceed- 
ings on their enquiry, yet when called upon in that Houſe, 
they were at liberty to aſſign the cauſes which had induced 
them to agree in the report made to the Houſe. _ ; 
Upon the motion of the Earl of Mira, the order for tak- 
ing the petitions of Inſolvent Debtors into conſideration the 
next day, was diſcharged. e f 
The Lend Chancellor reminded the Houſe that they were 
to be in a Committee of Privileges the next day, on the Earl 
of Lauderdale's petition, and that the report of the ballot 
would not be received till five o'clock. _ 
- Adjourned till next day. HOUSE 


/ 


240 WOODFALL's PARLIAMENTARY REPORTS. [Commoans, 


HOUSE OF COMMONS. 
Monpay, March 6. 


The Speaker informed the Houſe that a miſtake aroſe in 
carrying up a bill to ſuſpend the operation of two acts of the 
15th and 17th of his preſent Majeſty, reſpecting the iſſuing 
promiſſory notes for the payment of ſmall ſums of money for 

a limited time, by accident a clauſe which had been added to 
hs bill had been left in the office. He ſtated this to be a 
caſe without a precedent, and ſubmitted to the Houſe whe- 
ther the better mode would not be to ſend a metlage, together 

| with the clauſe, to the bar of the Houſe of Lords, and ac- 
quaint their Lordſhips of the miſtake, which the Houſe 
| agreed to, and the mode was adopted accordingly. 
1 A meſſage from the Lords informed the Hoe that their 
Lordſhips had paſſed a bill for relieving William Marquis 
5 of Lanſdown from certain penaltics and diſabilities to which _ 
he had ſubjected himſelf, by having inadvertently voted in 
| the Houſe of Peers without d taken the oaths, &c. re- 
3 quired by law. 
= The bill having been read a firſt time 
| The Speaker obſerved, that th: ſtanding order of the Houſe 
required that there ſhould be an interval of three days be- 
4 tween the firſt and the ſecond reading of a private bill, and 
1 this came under that deſcription; but the Houſe had the 
4 power, and perhaps under the ſpecial circumſtances of this 
„ caſe would be diſpoſed to diſpenſe with that order - which 
was done accordingly, and the bill was read a ſecond time. 

The Speaker then obſerved, that by the ſtanding order it 
was required that an interval of eight days ſhould clapſe be- 
tween the ſecond reading and the commitment of the bill, 
perhaps the Houſe would, for the ſame reaſon, diſpenſe w ith 
that order alſlo—which they did, and ordered the bill to be 
committed to a ſele& Committee immediately. 
The Committee on the election for Ma one was poſt- 
poned to the 27th of April on the motion of Mr. W. 
Dundas; and that of the Kent election to the 2d of May, on 

the motion of Mr. Williams. 
Ihe third reading of the Land Tax Commiſſioners Name 
bill was deferred to that day ſe nnight. 


HIGH PRICE OF BUTCHERS' MEAT. 


Mr. Mainwaring ſaid, that, in purſuance of the notice he 
Hay” siven, it became his duty to ſtate to the Houſe ſome 
| v e . facts 


Manch 6) WOODFAL1'S PARLIAMENTARY REPORTS. 2341 
facts which he believed would call for a regulation in the 
management of the ſale of live cattle, which was conſidered | 
by thoſe who were well acquainted with the ſubject as the ih 
principal cauſe of the high price of proviſions. It would 
not be neceſſary for him to conſume much of the time of the =_ 
Houſe ; little need be ſaid by him to induce Gentlemen to by 
enter upon the inveltigation of this matter, as it materiall 
concerned every individual in the country, eſpecially the 
lower orders, of whom the Houſe of Commons were the 
united repreſentatives. Late in the laſt ſeſſion of the laſt | {| 
Parliament, a petition was preſented to that Houſe by a body _ — 
of men calling themſclves “ Cutting Butchers,” complain- — 
ing of great hardſhips which they endured in conſequence of i} 
the practice of engroſſing, foreſtalling, and regrating live i 
ca tle, which, they taid, were the principal cauſes of the high | Me 
price of proviſions. The Houſe referred that ſubject to a 
Committee. That Committee ſat for fome time' to exa- 0d 
mine into the allegations of the petition, and a number of 4 
3 witneſſes were examined, after which the Committee made Wl: 
= Aa report, and ſtateu the ſubſtance of the evidence which was | 
5 given to them, together with ſome obſervations thereon. On 4 
account of the lateneſs of the ſeſſion, no further proceedings 1 
were had upon this ſubject. It would tire the Houſe if ge 
were to detail the whole matter of the report of that Com- bi 
mittee, and therefore he ſhould not do it: but it was material bi 
that he ſhould ſtate a tew ot the facts contained in that re- 11 
port, which was ordered to be printed, and was now on the | 
Journals of the Houfe, ſo that every member could of courſe 4 
be acquainied with its contents. It appeared by that report 103 
that there are a claſs of perſons who are called jobbers, who 
make it a bulineſs to go about-the grazing country to the 
farmers, and to buy up very large quantities of large cattle, 
which are generally ready for the ſupply of the metropolis. - 
. When the jobber has got the cattle out of the hands of the 1 
gRgrazier, they are jobbed again, and are fold from one to the 
x other of theſe jobbers three or four times over before they | 18 
fairly come to the London market, and thus theſe jobbers at | 
_ laſt ſend them to the London market, with a fixed price upon 
them, contrary to the intereſt of the grazier, as well as the 
_ conſumer, for the graz ier ſells them at. the price which they 
will fetch of the jobber, but the jobbers by this practice geg 
all the hve cattle into their hands, and they afterwards fix 
the price of the market upon theſe catile, the confequence of 
which is, the jobbers have the whole controul of the market 
Vol. II. 1797. 1 I in 
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of money are made by theſe jobbers, inſomuch that one of 
the witneſſes examined before the Committee ſtated that one 


to graziers to be fed, and then buy them again, and after- 
wards ſet their own price upon them, till they get at laſt the 


tended for market; but they never come to market alive 
they are ſent to the private ſlaughter-houſes of theſe carcaſe 
butchers; by this the Smithfield market often appears thin 


though no real ſcarcity, the conſequence of which 1 is a very 
high price of butchers meat. 
Theſe were inconveniencies which required reinadies. It 


the witneſſes who were examined before the tre 


| practices to which he had alluded, and that when the market 
appeared thin of cattle, that thinneſs has been owing to the 


much younger than they ought to be for ſale there, but ny 
off : . | x : _ e 
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in their own hands. By theſe practices moſt enormous ſums 


of theſe jobbers cleared the ſum of 20001. in the year 1795, 


for his ſhare of jobbing in oxen. Enormous ſums of money 
are made by the ſame practice by the jobbing in ſheep ; large 
profits are got in this way ſometimes in the courſe of an 

hour. All that he had hitherto ſtated referred only to cattle 
fit for the London market; but this was not all, for theſe 


jobbers buy up the lean cattle all over the country, take them 


whole of the cattle of the couptry out of the hands of the 
farmers into the hands of the jobbers, and in the inſtances of 


the lean cattle, the jobbers get a double _ for the cattle 


"_ twice through their hands. 
Another ſubject of grievous complaint was that of regrat- 
ing in the Smithfield market. A number of perſons go to 


this market early, and buy up the cattle there, and merely 
lead them acroſs the market, and then ſel] them ſingly to the 
butchers, by which in the courſe of half an hour they make 

molt enormous profit, and thereby ICY the prico molt 


prodigiouſly. 
Another grievous ſubjedt of complaint was that of fore- 
ſtalling, which was as great an evil as either of the other 


two; this was the practice of what is called the carcaſs 
butcher. He goes ten or twenty miles into the country to 
meet the great dealers in cattle as they are coming to Lon- 


don, and ſometimes buys up one half of the cattle that are in- 


of live cattle, by which means again there is an apparent, 


was clear from this report to which he had referred, that all 


ſaid, that the metropolis might be well ſupplied but for the 


artifices of theſe men, and the ſcarcity was not real. He 
believed, indeed, that ſometimes cattle were ſent. to market 
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he believed to be chiefly owing to the poverty of thoſe who 
ſent them; that, however, was not the queſtion now to be 


practices that neceſſarily enhance the price of proviſions ? 
And whether theſe practices were improper ? If the Houſe 
thought there were ſuch practices, they ought to deviſe ſome 
means to ſtop them. There were many other matters in the 
report, but he thought he had ſtated enough to entitle him to 


legiſlative interference ought, in his opinion, to take place. 
He was aware he might be told that he had {tated only that 
there were engroſſing, foreſtalling, and regrating, and that 


that to be, in a great meaſure, true, but then the mode of 
carrying ſuch laws into execution was attended with ſo 


of time and expence, and ſo many diſcouraging circum- 
ſtances altogether, that no individual could be expected to 
ſtand ſufficiently firm and forward for the public, to enforce 


utility. The time and trouble, the expences of witneſſes 


attended a proſecution of this nature were ſuch as to deter an 
Individual from entering upon a meaſure of this kind in a 
way ſufficiently general to be of public uſe. Of the magni- 


Whoſe report was before them ; and therefore it would be 


ſhould not be now adopted. He knew very well that the 
Houſe would be cautious in coming to any meaſure that 
_ might ſeem to lay any reſtrictions upon trade, and that it 
might be ſaid that in a commercial country like this nothing 
ſhould be adopted by the legiſlature that ſhould in any degree 


ſhould be left to find their own level. He ſubſcribed to that 
doctrine; but when men by artifices contrived ta enhance 
that Houſe to adopt meaſures by which the price of ſuch 


articles ſhould be kept as low as poſſible, becauſe if a man 
doomed to ſubſiſt by his honeſt induſtry and labour could not 
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conſidered. The queſtion now was, Whether there were any. 


call upon the Houſe to try to adopt ſome remedy. Some : 


there are laws in being againſt ſuch practices. He allowed 
much difficulty, ſo much delay and perplexity, ſo much loſs 


theſe laws ſo as to bring their enactments into general 


going before a Grand Jury to find a bill, and afterwards to 
attend a trial, and the various other inconveniencies which 


tude of the evil the Houſe had the opinion of a Committee 


for the Houſe to conſider whether ſome meaſure or other 


_ cramp the operations of trade; that all ſpeculations in trade 
doctrine in a general way, for he thought it a good general 


the price of general food, he did conceive it to be the duty of 


ſupport himſelf, the concluſion was obvious, he muſt either 
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proſperity relts ; that their labour is the foundation of our trade 


| complaints which he had brieffy ftated. They {tated it as 
ness of proviſions. Some of ine practice ought to be much 
better re-ulated than they are at preſent, by uſt: !tvting a power 


to have fummary conviction or thoſe who are guiitv, and that 


was the opinion of the Committee. He felt ſome difficulty as 
to the mode which he ought to purſue. He thould be glad to 


for the more effectually preventing Foreſtalling, Engrofling, 


and Mr. Alderman Combe were directed to prepare and bring 


ing into a Committee on the Bill for Relief to Quakers be 


he could not in duty decline it; he had given it his entire at- 
tention, and the retult was, a convidtim that 4t would be at- 
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while we wiſhed to ſupport our trade, we muſt not forget that 
theſe very labourers are the pillars on which the whole of our 


and commerce. It was therefore the intereſt, as well as the 
duty, of Parliament to provide for labourers as well as they 


could, The Committee had given their opinion upon the 


their opmion, that theſe practices were the cauſe of the dear- 


ſome of the practices ought to be altogether abolithed. Such 


move for Jeave to bring in a Bill for the beiter preventing of 
Engroſſing, Foreſtalling, and Regrating ; but if that was not 
regular, he muſt move for another Committee to enquire into 
the cauſes of the high price of proviſions, and that they thould 5 
report their opinion thereupon to the Houſe. _ 
The Speaker ſaid, that the Houſe might take the benefit of-. 
the information in the report, which had been already made, 
if they pleaſed, although it was that of a former Parliament; 
but it was neceſſary that the report ſhould be read. | 
The material parts of the report were read; it is dated the | 
25th of April laſt, and is to the eflect which Mr. Mainwaring 
ſtated. 


Mr. Mainwari ing then moved ** for leave to bring i in a Bill 


and Regr ating Live Cattle.” 
Mr. Alderman nie ſeconded the motion. 


Leave was given to bring in the Bill and Mr. nenn 


it in. 
QUAKERS' RELIEF BILL. 


Mr. Se rjeant Ala moved, that tlie order of the day far go- 


read. | 
Mr. Picrrepont fad; that although it might ſeem orefump- | 
tuous to reſiſt the Bill after the full diſcuſſion it had received, 


tended with the moſt pernicious conſequences z he therefore 
oppoſed the motion. 

Mr. Serjeant Adair roſe, and in a ſpeech of nfigtrable 

| length, 
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lengih, in which he went over the former grounds, endea- 
vouied to convince the Houſe of the policy and Juſtice of the 
Bil}. : L a l > | | 
The S-licitor General declared his intention of oppoſing the 
Bill im «very ſtage, becauſe it appeared to him calculated to 
pick the po.kets of one ſet of men, in order to gratify the pre- 
tended {cruples ef another. He followed Mr. Serjeant Adair 


through moſt of his arguments, which he combated, and con- 


— * 


Ihe Aer of the Rolls ſpoke alſo againſt the Bill. 


cluded with giving his vote againſt the Bill. 


Mr. 7ef/r ys deended the character of the body of people 2 
called Quakers from an attack which he conceived had been 


made apon them by the Solicitor General. 


The $:/crtor General declared, that he had no intention of 


he thu, ht them in general very reſpectable men. 
Mi. derjeant Adair ſpoke in explanation. 3 
The Attorney General ſaid, that he at firſt entertained ſenti- 
ments in tavour of the Bill, but that, upon mature inveſtiga- 
tion, he was inclined to give it his negative, RR | 
Mr. Hobhouſe tpoke in favour of the Bill. 


 fayiny any thing againſt that body of people; on the contrary, 


A member, whoſe name we could not learn, moved, as an 


amendment, “ "That the Houſe ſhould reſolve itſelf into a 
Committee this day fix months.” 8 N 
The Houſe divided, - 

hal For putting off the Bill . = 28 


| Againſt it „„ - 
Majority againſt the Bill 16 


| The other orders were diſpoſed of, and the Houſe TY 


- Journed, 


HOUSE OF LORDS. 
_ 4 VESDAY, March 7. 

0 scors PEERS' ELECTION. 

 _ Their Lordſhips, in a Committee of Privileges, heard Mr. 
C. Move, as ſecond countel, in ſupport of the Earl of Lau— 
derdale's Fotiton. He contended that the titles, through 
which the Gentleman aſſuming the title of the Earl of Errol 
derived his claim, were clearly invalid, and of no effect, on 


account of their being deſtitute of thoſe neceſſary and eſſential 


for us (partic!arly the immediate royal ſanction) required by 
the ancient conſtitu ion of the Scots Peerage ; and that in the 
known records of the kingdom no deed or inſtrument could be 


found 
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found by which that perſon could /egally eſtabliſh his claim to 
the peerage in queſtion. Mr. Moore quoted, in ſupport of his 
arguments, the doctrine laid down by thoſe great luminaries 
of the law, and ornaments of the peerage, the Earls of Hard- 
wicke and Mansfield, in the caſes of Sutherland, Caſſilis, and 
Stair; all which, he aflerted, clearly were in favour of the 
inferences, he had drawn from the documents before their 
Lordſhips. Theſe fixed and eſtabliſhed rules ſhould be conſi- 
ered as the land-marks of the peerage law of Scotland; their | 
obſervance ſhould be decreed by their Lordihips, with a view 
to the conſervation of their own privileges, and to the proper 
exerciſe of that part of the regal prerogative. : 
On Mr. Moore's concluding, the counſel were ordered to 
withdraw, and the farther conſideration of the buſineſs was de- 
' ferred to a future day. 
Ihe royal aſſent was given by commiſſion to the Bill for 
| enabling the Eaſt India Company to raiſe money by encreaſ- 
_ Ing their capital ſtock ; to the Bill for relieving William Mar- 
quis of Lanſdowu from certain diſabilities; and ſeveral other 
public and private Bills. | 
Lord Viſcount Sydney returned from the chender in which 
their Lordſhips ballot, with a liſt of Peers ballotted as a Com- 
mittee to enquire into the cauſes for iſſuing the Order in 
Council of the 26th of February laſt, * following are the 
names of the Committee : : 


The Lord Preſident (Earl of Chatham), The Earl of Bathurſt, 


The Duke of Bedſord, | The Earl of Liverpool, 
The Earl of Derby, | Lord Sydney, 

The Earl of Weſtmoreland, Lord Romney, 
The Earl of Winchelſea, Lord Auckland, 
Lord Graham (Duke of Montroſe) Lord Gwydir, 

The Earl of Guildford, Lord De Dunſtan 55 
The Earl of Hardwick, 


Read a third time and paſſed the Mutiny Bill. 

The Bill for ſuſpending the operation of two acts of the 
15th and 19th of the King, relative to ifſuing notes for the 
payment of ſmall ſums being in a Committee, 
The Lord Chancellor, after obſerving that the Bill was 
brought in by a Gentleman who was extenſively converſant. 
with the affairs of manufacturing towns, and upon the neceſ- 
fity of ſuch a Bill upon the preſent fituation of affairs, pro- 
eeeded to obſerve, that as theſe Bills would be iſſued only to 
thoſe who knew the drawer, and that as the 9 1 of 
, \ t em 


them muſt, from their nature, be very limited, and conſe- 
quently no evil was to be apprehended from them, but as they 


would be bills payable from one perſon to the bearer on de- 


mand, they could not in their nature be negociable, and 
therefore the word negociable, which had inadvertently been 
inſerted in the Bill, ought to be ſtruck out. He therefore 


moved, that the word o negociable”” ſhould be eraſed. Or- 


„ dered. | 


The Bill then went through its ſtages, and was ordered to 


be carried to the Commons. . 
The various papers for which the Earl of Spencer moved the 
preceding day, relative to the failing of Lord Bridport's fleet, 
were laid before the Houſe, and ordered to be printed. 
Adjourned until Thuriday. 55 


HoOsE OF COMMONS. 


ToksDAx, March 7 


Mr. Bram ſtone brought up the further report“ of the Com- 


mittee on the ſtate of the Bank, in which the Committee ſtate 
it to be their opinion, that it is neceſſary to provide for the 


continuance and confirmation, for a limited time, of the Or- 
der in Council, and they ſubmit to the wiſdom of Parliament 


to determine the time for which ſuch Order ſhould be con- 
The Bill to provide for paying and cloathing the Militia was 


read a firſt time, and ordered to be read a ſecond time on 


Fhorſday net. 1 N | 
Mr. V. Dundas ſtated, that the deſcription of the pariſhes 


in the Bill for raiſing a number of men for the army and navy 


in Scotland was defective, and therefore he moved for leave to 


bring in a Bill to amend that act of Parliament. 


The act being read, leave was given to bring in a Bill to 


EE ep Los 


Colonel Mood gave notice, that if there thould not be other 
preſſing buſineſs before the Houſe on the 14th of this month, 


he ſhould ſubmit a motion on meaſures to be taken on the ſtate 


of the defence of this country. 
Frm ſid eee 
The Chancellor of the Exchequer, who had juſt entered the 


* Yide Appendix. 
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1 


Hovſe, ſaid he underſtood that the further report of the Com- 


mittee 
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little delay as poſſible. He therefore ſhould wiſh to move, 
that both reports ſhould be taken into conſideration on Thurſ— 


events be diſcuſſed on that day, unlets the honourable Gentle 


wave his right, or not oppoſe the matter coming on, on that 


into conſideration on Friday; but that at all events he could 
better way would be now to make the order for this diſcuſſion 
day, but that it ſhould rather operate as a notice to ſtand for 
that day, unleſs he ſhould hear in the interval that there are 
objections to its coming on that day, and when theſe reports 
ſenſe of the Houſe on what is the molt proper mode of enquiry 
one which he underſtood all parts of the Houſe concurred 


thought it highly important that that Houſe ſhould aſcertain 
fully the real ſituation of this country in point of finance. He 


mittee on the affairs of the Bank, &c. be taken into conſidera· 
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mittee on the affairs of the Bank had been juſt laid before the 
Houſe. He was ſorry he was abſent when the report was 
brought up, but his abſence was unavoidable, He ſhould not 
now enter at large upon the lubject of that report, for that 
would be unſeaſonable, eſpecially in fo thin a Houſe. He 
thought it neceſſary, however, to obſerve, that both the laſt 
and the former report of the Committee, upon this ſubject, 
ought to be taken into the conſideration of the Houſe with as 


day next. He did not mean to preſs that they ſhould at al! 
man, who was in poſſeſſion of that day, ſhould be willing to 


day, Which he hoped he would not oppoſe, and that he would 
give way to this urgent buſineſs. If, however, that ſhould 
not be the caſe, he ſhould propoſe that the reports be taken 


not delay it any further than Monday. He thought that the 


for Thurſday ; not that he ſhould inſiſt on its coming on that 


are taken into conſideration, it would be neceſſary to take the 
into the cauſes of this event. An enquiry of that nature was 


in thinking neceſſary, in which he for one certainly joined. 
The mode of doing this would be matter of diſcuſhon ; but he 


ſhould move for a Committee to enquire into the ſtate of the 

finance of this country, and to diſtinguiſh the increafe of our 
debt ſince the commencement of the preſent war; the provi- 
ſion that had been made for that debt; to make a ſtatement of 
the probable expences of the preſent year upon the ſuppoſition 
that the war ſhould continue; and to make a general compa- 
riſon between ſuch probable expences, upon fuch a ſuppolition, 
and the ways and means already provided for defraying them. 
He ſhould then move, * That the two reports of the Com- 


tion on Thurſday next. Ordered. * | 
Mr. W. Smith ſaid, he could not anſwer whether his ho- 
nourable 
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nourable friend would conſent to poſtpone his motion on 
Thurſday, but he ſuppoſed he would have no objection. 


The Chancellor of the Exchequer then moved,“ That the 


ſecond report of the Committee on the affairs of the Bank be 
printed.” Ordered. | | 
Adjourned t to 1 hurſday. 5 A 


nous OF LORDS. 
 Tnunspay, March 9. 
TRENT AND MERSEY CANAL BILL. 


| A ſhort converſation took place between ſeveral Peets re- 
ſpecting the ſecond reading of the Bill. The Lord Chancellor, 
Duke of Bridgewater, and Ear] of ien, were the principal 


ſp eakers. 


The Earl of Moira took a decided part againſt the Bill, and 


ſeemed to doubt the propriety of ſuffering it to proceed farther. 
His hoſtility was to its principle, and on public grounds. It 


Was an intended monopoly, and, in various inftances, trenched 


on private property, without affording a compenſation to ſuch 
; n His Lordthip entered into ſome detail in illuſ- 
tration of this. Certain rights of the Crown were alſo affected 


| by it. He thought, at any rate, that counſel ſhould be heard | 


againſt the Bill; and concluded by mavings „That they be 
_ called in.“ 


The Duke of Bride muater ecntroverted many of the noſ- : 


tions of the noble Earl. He faid that a fair remuneration was 
intended to he made to individuals; and urged the propriety of 
referring the Bill ro a Committee, where alone the details of 
the meaſure, and its effects, could be regularly diſcuſſed. 
The Lord Chancellor ſhortly ſtated the effect of the regal 
rights i in ſuch caſes. Whenever theſe were likely to be imme- 


diately affected by any meature, the conſent of his Majeſty to 


the entertaining of the propoſition by Parliament became ine 
diſpenſibly neceſſary, As to the preſent par.icular inſtance, 


by what he could collect, his Lordſhip ſeemed inclined to 


think that the Bill ſhould go to a Committee. 
After ſome farther converſation their Lordſhips divided an 
the queſtion of hearing counſel, when there appeared _ 
| Content? — 
Not Contents | „ 23 


Een 


e b 


of a Committee above ſtairs. 


© 


4. 
The Bill was « chon 1 to be referred to the conſideration 
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on their Lordſhips' table, from the debtors in different gaols 


Commons, and Lord Carrington and Mr. Hawkins Browne 
his Brittannic Majeſty and the Prince of Heſſe . 


which was ordered to be printed. 


upon the table ſome time ago, this was a copy of the Os 
with the ratifications. 


election reported the deciſion of that Committee, declaring 


_Aer-d to lie upon the table till the ſaid Bill was committed. 


The Earl of Chatham preſented ſeveral ſtate papers for 
the peruſal of their Lordſhips, among which was the treat 
between his Majeity and the Landgrave of Heſſe Darmſtadt. 
They were ordered to lie on the table. 

The Earlof Meira gave notice, that on Wedneſday next he 


ſhould move to take into conſideration the various petitions | 


in the kingdom, and moved that the Lords be ſurmmoned.- 
Ordered. 


HOUSE OF COMMONS. 
THURSDAY, March q. 
Upon the motion of Lord C arrington the thanks of the 


Houfs were voted to the Rev. Dr. Powis, for his excellent 
ſermon preached the preceding day, before the Houſe of 


were ordered to preſent the fame to Dr. Powis. 
Mr. Curing brought up a copy of the treaty between 


A copy of the preliminaries of this treaty was Jald 


Mr. (rey reminded the d . of an ac- 
count of the ſums of money which had been advanced in 
conſequence of this treaty, which was ordered to be made 
out ſome time ago, but which was not yet before the Houle. 


COLCHESTER ELECTION. 
The chairman of the Committee on the Colcheſtes 


the litting member to be duly elected; the petition again 
the ſaid election to be frivolous . vexatious, and the 
oppoſition to the faid petition to be neither frivolous nor 
vexatious. 
Mr. Tierney ed a petition from the pariſh of "js 
Gecrge's, Southwark, againſt the Poor Bill, which was or- 


The American trade Bill paſſed e a Committee of 
the whole Houſe. | 


BANK. 
Mr Taney moved that there be laid before the Hooks an 


account of al the outſtanding ſums advanced by the Bow 
for 
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for the public ſervice, diſtinguiſhing the dates of the ſeveral 


advances, with the amount of intereſt due thereon. —Ordered. 
Mr. Tierney alſo moved that there be laid before the 


Houſe a comparative ſtatement of the encreaſe or decreaſe of 


diſcounts by the Bank in the week ending on the fourth of 


March, and of the week ending on the twenty fourth of 


February laſt. „ 7 
The Chancellor of the Exchequer objected to this motion, 


becauſe it would tend to divulge the private tranſactions of 


the Bank, and thereby prove injurious to public credit. The 


Houſe had hitherto thought proper to truſt their enquiry to 


| a Secret Committee, which in its firſt report did not enter 


into any account of the diſcounts of the Bank, and therefore 


whatever might be the motives of the Houſe, and its Secret 


Committee to uſe ſuch a diſcretion, as he did not doubt that 
diſcretion was properly exerciſed with a true regard to the 


public intereſts, he truſted the ſame motives would decide the 
Houſe not to agree to the motion. Beſides, this was not the 


time to enter into any previous diſcuſſion about the manage- 
ment of the Bank, when the ſubject propoſed for the conſi- 
deration of the Houſe riſing out of the two reports of the 


Committee of Secrecy, would eventually determine what 
might be the molt proper meaſures hereafter to be taken. 


Mr. Tierney ſaid, that the right honourable Gentleman 
certainly had not diſtinctly heard his motion, elſe he would 


not have oppoſed it on the grounds he adopted. He was 
Induced to move for the account from no motive of imper- 
tinent curioſity, but merely to know the comparative amount 


of the diſcounts made by the Bank on the two weeks which 
had been ſpecified. It was generally believed that they had en- 


creaſed to a moſt enormous amount, and that uncommon ac- 
commodation was grantedtocvery perſon who was diſpoſedto 
de in the leaſt clamorons. It was important for the Houſe 
to know whether this belict was true or falſe, and the infor- 


mation might be granted in perfect conſiſtency with the re- 


| port of the Committee. He was very much ſurpriſed, in- 
deed, that the right honourable Gentleman had objected to 


its being given; ſince, if the Bank really poſſeſſed ſolidity 
of reſource, and, it the conduct of the Directors was guided 


by that prudence for which they got credit, the greater 
publicity that was given cither to the ſtate or the manage- 
ment of their affairs the better. | 


Mr. Sheridan, in ſupport of the motion of Mr. Tierney, . 
contended, that it appeared from the rcport- of the Com- 
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mittee, if the amount of theſe diſcounts could have been 
known when they made their report, that it would have con- 


tained all the information which it was the object of the pre- 


ſent motion to obtain. He alſo agreed with his honourable 
friend's opinion, that nothing could ſo much injure the credit 
of the Bank and the confidence repoſed in it by the public as 
unneceſſary and aff. Aed concealment. He thought it ſtrange 
that the right honourable Gentleman ſhould object to an ac- _ 
count being made out of the diſcounts of the Bank to pri- 
vate individuals, after having no objections to the produc- 
tion of an account of ſums advanced by them to the public, 


as, in his opinion, there were the ſame reaſons for refuſing 


the one that there were for objecting to the other. 


The Chancellor of the Exchequer ſtated in anſwer to Mr. She- 


ridan's obſervations, that it was common to move for an ac- 
count of the ſums Fe SPECS by the Bank for the public ſer— 


vice, but that there was no inſtance of the Houſe of Com- 


mons demanding an account of their diſcounts to private 
individuals. It was for this reaſon that he had objected to 
the preſent, after having agreed to the former motion. 
Mr. Fox diſclaimed any intention of entering into an 
enquiry into the compotent parts of the property of the 
Bank, ſuch an enquiry being altogether inapplicable to the 
preſent motion. The object of his honourable friend was 
not to aſcertain how much of the property of the Bank con- 
ſiſted in diſcounts, dut in what proportion theſe diſcounts _ 
had encreaſed ſince the 24th of February laſt. It was 


poſſible that ſince the Order in Council of that date was 


iſſued, the affairs of the Bank might be ſo materially altered 
by their proportion of diſcounts, as to effect the neceſſi ty of 
the continuance of that order. If their diſcounts had in- 
creaſed, of courſe the neceſſity of continuing the operations 
of the Order was become ſtronger ; whereas, if they had de- 


creaſed, the neceſſity was certainly not ſo great, and conſe- 


quently it ought to be limited to a ſhorter time. He ſup- 
ported the motion therefore on the ground that the account 
was neceſſary to enable the Houſe to take the proper ſteps, 
either for continuing or removing the prohibition laid "upon 
the Bank, and under which they at preſent aCted. 


Lord Hawkeſbury was of opinion that the account might 


contain information which it was not proper to lay before 
the public. Beſides, it was rendered unneceſſary by the re- 
port of the Secret Committee, as it was there ſtated that, 


from the information they had of the amount of the Adern 
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of the Bank, of which they had ſeen no regular accounts, 
chey concluded, that they made little difference in the general 
ſtate of its affairs. | | 


conduct of the Directors of the Bank, and particularly the 


£ 


come to a ſtand. : 9 ee 
Mr. Tierney profeſſed that his motive for moving for the 


that it was improper to declare, but that he had been ac- 
tuated by the moſt perfect good opinion of the ſolidity of their 
z,, ON 7; 8 1 
The queſtion being put, the motion was negatived with- 
out a divifion. © | 55 


the preſent ſeſſion of Parliament for railing eighteen millions 
by way of annuities, diftinguiſhing the dates at which they 
were iiſued with the rates of diſcount. —Ordered. 


AME TO_THE- BANK: RRR 
Mr. Sheridan begged leave to offer a few obſervations up- 
on the reports of the Committee of Secrecy, as they were 
materially connected with the buſineſs of the day, and after- 
wards ſuggeſt ſuch a propoſition as the nature of the circum- 
ſtances ſeemed to require. The firſt meaſure which he 
thought neceſſary to adopt was, to endeavour to prevent the 
impreſſion which the report of the Committee of Secrec 


of the Bank, becauſe, according to the report of the Com- 
mittee, the government was repreſented as a debtor to the 


the Committee reckoned as forming ſo much of the capital 


to miſlead. inſtead of being included in the capital ſtock of 


really is, as an annnity of 330,000). per annum, that ſum 


Sir Benjamin Hammet roſe to defend the wiſe and prudent _ 
propriety of granting accommodation by diſcounts to the 


merchants and private bankers, without which trade would 


account was not to get at the knowledge of any ſecret 


Mr. Tierney then moved for an account of the amount of 
Exchequer bills iſſued upon the authority of an act paſſed in 


might have upon the public opinion reſpecting the ſituation 


Bank in various ſums, independent of eleven millions, which 


Rock of the Bank, when in fact that eleven miilions was no 
debt at all, and a declaration of ſuch a nature was calculated 


the Bank as a debt, it ſhould have been reckoned what it 


being the ſtipulated intereſt for the other, during a certain 
term of years. If the eleven million actually belonged to the 
effects of the Bank and was available at any time, and for 
any purpoſe, that ſum might be made applicable in any exi- 
gency to diſcharge any demand which might occur; but that 
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could not be called a debt where there were no means of 
claiming the ſum ſo reckoned. Government might pay off 
that ſum if it were ſo inclined, it is true, but it was impro- 
bable that it would do ſo, nor was it at preſent very pro- 


bable that government would pay it off in 1814, that being 
the expiration of the eighteen years for which it was ob- 


tained, when it could retain the uſe of it for ſo ſmall an in- 
tereſt as 3 per cent. There was no power in the Bank to 


compel the payment of this money at any period, and the 


payment of it reſted ſolely on the option of government. 
The Bank, as a corporation, was merely a vehicle for 


managing the national debt, and ſo long as the national 


debt exiſted, the Bank would exiſt alſo. It would be a cor- 
poration to the end of time. He wiſhed indeed it might not 


be ſo; but he repeated it would be a corporation to the end 


of time if the national debt remained unpaid. So far then it 5 
was evident that the eleven millions did not form a part of 


the capital ſtock of the Bank, but only gave it an annuity, 
and this was an inſtance, he would not ſay of the inaccuracy 
or deſign to miſrepreſent of the Committee, but of a ſtate- 


ment, in conſequence of which a ſort of impreſſion had gone 


abroad, as if that money were immediately applicable to 


any object of relief. The enquiry then would be, of what 
effects the ſeventeen millions are compoſed which are to de- 
fray the outſtanding engagements of the Bank. They conſiſt 
of courſe, of caſh in hand, of other diſpoſeable ſecurities, 
and of bills which the Bank has diſcounted. If part of the 
aſſets then conſtſt in bills which have been diſcounted, the 
motion of his hon. friend (Mr. Ticrnev was proper, in de- 
firing to know the encreaſe or deereaſe of thoſe diſcounts ; 
for if the Bank continued to iſſue treth diſcounts, whatever 
elſe might be the incredible diltrels of individuals, according 
to the hon. Knight (Sir Benjamin Hammet) after it had re- 
fuſed to pay its own notes, although he did not wiſh to give 


bis opinion of the propriety of extending its diſcounts, he 


was obliged to ſay that the diſtreſs of individuals was the 


only excuſe for fuch a meaſure. He now carne to examine 
the ſituation of the Bank in reſpect to government. It ap- 


peared by the paper on the table, that government owed . 


9,964, oool. to the Bank which remained as part of their aſ- 
| ſets, and the permanent ſecurities towards defraying the 


13,770,001. of outſtanding demands upon it. Now, what 
had been the conduct of government in this affair, but the 
moſt extraordinary that ever occurred ? By parity of reaſon- 


ing let any gentleman, take a ſuppoſeable caſe of individuals 


acting 
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guarantee them for you.” 
ordinary ſuch a mode of proceeding might appear, ſuch had 
actually been the mode of proceeding between the govern- 
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acting in the ſame way, and ſee how it would ſtand. If a | 


merchant, for inſtance, had aſſets in bonds, merchandize, 
diſcounts, and other diſpoſeable commodities, to the value 


of 17,0001. out of which he owed to various creditors 
i 13, o00l. but had on the per contra ſide of his accompt 


10, oool. due to him by one man, which was within 2,000l. 


of the extent of his engagements, would not that merchant 
think it very extraordinary conduct in that man, if he ſhould 
ſay, Sir, „J underſtand that your affairs are in a tickliſh 
Vway, let me make an enquiry and examine them; and if up- 
on a ſtrict examination, I diſcover that you have where 


withal in due time to extricate yourſelt from your difficul- 


ties, and diſcharge your debts ; I will not ſay that I may not 


Yet, however abſurd and extra- 


ment and the Bank. To go back to the compariſon—the 
gentleman would ſay, Why do you not pay me the money 


you owe me before you make ſuch a requeſt, and then I may 
be able to ſatisfy every demand without your interference.” 
Such ſhould have been the conduct of the Directors of the 
Bank upon the preſent occaſion. He would not ſay that the 
government had not been highly criminal; and that the Di- 
rectors of the Bank had not committed great errors. He 
might be blamed at ſuch a criſis for ſpeaking ſo plainly ; but 
plain dealing was now the only method to recover public 
credit. The next enquiry was, whether the Bank had de- 


clined all at once, or ſuffered a gradual decreaſe ; and if the 
latter were the caſe, how happened it that the fatal effects 


which enſued were not foreſeen, nor meaſures taken to 
prevent them? About four years ago the Bank encreaſed 
their dividends to 7 per cent. which indicated a growing 
proſperity; and granting that to be the caſe, could they 


have declined all at once? Was the Houſe and the public to 


imagine, when the Bank undertook to ſubſcribe one million 
laſt year towards the Loyalty loan of eighteen millions, that 
they were then ſuffering a gradual decreaſe ? becauſe if they 


were, how happened it that government did not take one 


meaſure to pay the debt, or any part of it, which it owed to 


the Bank, to prevent the inconveniencies which it has lately 
been ſubjected to, but on the contrary took an additional 


| lum of one million. It appeared as if it had almoſt been the 


deſire and plan of government to reduce the Bank to ſuch a 


tuation, and nothing ſhort of infatuation on the part of the 
5 Bank 
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open for the receipt of a larger ſum than they had originally 
ſtated, they ſhould depreſs the funds? Allow ing that the Mi- 


and have rather taken 2 millions more to pay the Bank with 


ing of diſcounts, reduced the Bank to ſuch a deplorable ſitua- 
tion, depreſſed the funds lower than he would have done at 


proſperity of the Bank, and did not foreſee theſe conſe- 


then, it might be ſaid, ought not the Directors of the Bank 


meaſures which government adopted. Had the Bank not 


ficiency has been declared. Did the Bank call in any of the 
debts which were due to them? Did it narrow its diſcounts, 


or did it diſpoſe of any of its diſpoſeable effects? One of 
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Bank could have ſubmitted to it. If the preſent difficulties 
were foreſeen, why did the government ſhut the door when 
the books for the ſubſcription of the Loyalty loan of eighteen 
millions were open, and when people from every part of the 

kingdom came forward with their money and were diſap- 
pointed? Why, inſtead of cloſing the account at eighteen. 
millions, did they not extend it to thirty millions, when they 
found they could raiſe the money with ſo little trouble and 
inconvenience? Did they fear that by keeping the books 


niſter did think ſo, ought he not to have deliberated a little, 


a temporary depreſſion of the funds, which would ſoon have 
rebounded to their uſual ſtandard, than have ſubjeCted mer- 
cantile men to ſo much diſtreſs and difficulty, by the narrow- . 


that time, and given fo ſevere a ſhock to public credit. If 
the Miniſter did not know of the gradual decreaſe of the 


quences, he ftands excuſed ; but then there will be mnch 
blame and error of judgment attributable to the Bank. What 


to lend aſſiſtance to government, or to individuals, in caſes 
of temporary difficulty and on permanent ſecurities ? Un- 
doubtedly if they could do ſo they ought ; but let them firſt 
recollect that they are not the truſtees of the public, nor of 
government funds, but the truſtees of Bank proprietors, of 
widows, and of orphans; who, if they were blindly to go on 
in lending unlimited aſſiſtance muſt eventually be ruined. 
Here then it might be aſked, what meaſures did government 
purſue, to enable the Bank to pay its outſtanding engage- 
ments? It would naturally be ſuppoſed that ſomething was 
done, beſides the prohibition of paying in ſpecie. It does 
not appear, however, that any thing was done to avoid the 


the means to do it then? Certainly they had, for their ſuf- 


theſe, if not all, would have been the plan of a merchant to 
retrieve himſelf in a ſimilar ſituation ; and yet not one of 
theſe meaſures did the Bank adopt. Why did they not ſell 
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the Loyalty Loan? If they had ſold it, they might have fold it 


with a loſs to themſelves 'tis true, but do not moſt men in em- 


parraſſed ſituations, if they diſpoſe of their diſpoſeable effects 
with lols to fatisfy their creditors, ſuffer the loſs themſelves? 


The Bank Truſtees were bound to do juſtice to their creditors, | 


to their truſt, and to themſelves; and it was extraordinary to 


, ſee wiſe and juſt men like them brought to ſuch a ſituation. 


Upon theſe grounds, therefore, he thought it his duty to give 
notice, that he ſhould (the next.day) move that immediate 


the Bank to Government. | 


ſteps be taken to pay the money advanced by the Directors of 


Mr Harri/op.put off his motion reſpecting the retrenchment 
of the public expences which ſtood for this day to Monday next. 


Mr. Fox put off his motion for the repeal of the Treaſon and 
Sedition Acts, which ſtood far the next day, to that day fort- 
night. | | | 


for Monday, till next Friday. | 
© CoMmITTEE OF SECRECY. 


The order of the day for taking the two reports of the Secret 


Committee appointed to enquire into the affairs of the Bank 


into conſideration, being read, 
Mr. Fox moved, that on account of the cony 


ſideration in a Committee of the whoſe Houſe. . 
I !bhe Houſe having reſolved itſelt into ſaid Committee, Mr, 
Sylveſter Douglas in the chair. 


The Chancellor of the Exchequer roſe. He ſaid he felt it his 


duty, in conſequence of the circumſtances which had been ſub- : 


mitted to the conſideration of the Houle, by the report of the 
Committee of Secrecy, to trouble the Houſe with reſpect to the 
facts to which that report related. The facts contained in the 
report were to be conſidered in a double point of view: firſt, as 
relative to the general ſtate of the funds of the Bank, and the 


propriety of the Order of Council of the 26th of February, re- 
_ ſtraining the payment of money in ſpecie, the other with re- 
gard to the urgency and neceſſity of confirming and continuing 

that order. With reſpect to the firſt, namely, that part which 


related to the finances of the Bank, he would venture to aſſett, 


that ſuch had been the effect of it on the public mind, as well. 


as on that of the Houſe ; ſuch: had been the univerſal impreſ- 
ſion made by the general ſtatement of the funds of the Bank in 
the report, that there did not exiſt a queſtion, of the. general 


ſufficiency and ſolidity of their funds: from the moment that 


Vor. II. 1797. Ll report 


- 


Mr. Ellis put off his motion on the Slave Trade, which ſtood 


venience of ſpeak- 
ing oftener than once, the reports might be taken into con- 
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was entertained with regard to the ultimate ſecurity of the 


the report of the Committee; that the aſſets in the Bank great- 


_ obſervations made by the ſame honourable gentleman, to which 


property of any other deſcription, which might be finally avail- 
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report had been made public, there did appear an almoſt gene- 
ral perſuaſion of their ultimate folidity and ſufficiency. But 
there was another ſource from which he drew his own full 
conviction of the proſperous ſtate of the funds of the Bank, 
which was, the opinion of thoſe who were the moſt intereſted 
in ſubjects of a pecuniary nature, he meant the merchants and 
bankers of the city of London, who had clearly and unequivo- 
cally manifeſted to the world the ſolidity of the Bank, not 
merely by the declaration of their opinions and judgments, but 
by adopting a line of conduct which evinced the tincerity | 
of thoſe opinions. He believed that the general impreſſion 
made in the Houle, and out of it, was ſuch, that not a doubt 


Bank, and until this day, in the ſpeech of an honourable gen- 
tleman, he had never heard any thing ſtated, that in the ſmall- 
eſt degree queſtioned the truth of the ſtatement, contained in 


ly exceeded all the demands againft it. There had been ſome 


he ſhould think it neceſſary to advert, particularly that in 
which the capital of the Bank of England, as a corporation, 
was conſidered. It had been ftated that the ſums due from the 
public to the Bank of England was neither equivalent to, nor 
was to be conſidered in the ſame point of view as the capital of 
any other cotporation or company that embarked in trade. In 
anſwer to that he would obſerve, that the ſecurity of a certain 
number of traders, whether corporation or not, conſiſted not 
only of the original ſum embarked, but alfo of whatever profit 
had been produced in the courſe of time; and to deny that 
ſuch original property embarked, if ſtill unimpaired, whether 
it was ſecured as part of their outſtanding debt or not, was not 
part of their capital, was to deny every principle on which 
every mercantile account was ever conſtructed He thought 
it neceſſary to have made that conſideration a part of the queſ- 
tion upon this occaſion. This was a queſtion which had for 
its object the ultimate ſecurity of the funds of the Bank, and 
not whether the demand againſt it were to be paid at a particu- 
lar day or hour. It was a queſtion with reference to the ſol- 
vency and folid capital of the Bank. It was not a queſtion, 
whether the Bank contained actual ſpecie equal to thoſe de- 
mands ; but whether they had good debts due to them, or 


able to them in the liquidation of the debts owing to the pub- 
lic. Such was the true deſcription of the queſtion, and in that 
view alone ought it to be conſidered : whereas the queltion h ad 

. 8 „ been 
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been conſidered not with reſpe& to the means of the Bank, and 
with reference as to the manner in which the Bank was to an- 
{wer to their creditors; but how far it had or had not carried 
on an advar tageous trade, all that was foreign to the ſubject of 
the preſent enquiry. The Houſe had nothing at all to do with 
the queſtion of the internal c οοm of the Bank, that had 
always been left to their own decifion ; but it did, in pbint of 
fact, appear upon the report, that the Bank was rich, was poſ- 
ſeſſed of ſubſtance far exceeding the demands of the public, and 
that the individuals compoſing the corporation would have a 
far greater ſum; to divide, if ſuch a qiviſion of property was to 


take place, than they had originally embarked, and therefore, 
with regard to the queſtion of ultimate ſecurity, it could not 


by any means be contended, that there was the leaft doubt 
created upon that head, becauſe of the neceſſity of preventing 
the payment in ſpecie for a particular limitted time. It had 
been ſtated, that the debt due from Government to the Bank, 


was a debt not demandable till a given day, and only bearing 


an intereſt of three per cent. ſtill, however, their inability to 
obtain that debt from Government was no- proof that they 


could not conduct their affairs independent of it, for ſuppoſing 


the Bank was in ſuch a ſituation, that they could not carry on 
buſineſs, the public would not ſuffer them to continue any 
longer in poſſeſſion of that monopoly which gave them the pri- 


vilege of conducting the public pecuniary concerns, but it was 


clear that the monopoly could not be withdrawn without the 


public becoming collectively reſponſible to each individual, 


therefore the debt of eleven millions to the public, equal to 
which the Goyernment was indebted to the Bank, would put 
the public exactly in the ſame ſituation in the event of the in- 
ſolvency of the Bank, as if it had been paid to them, but added 
to that, the public had for the payment of the debts due from 
the Bank, the Parliamentary faith of the kingdom, and the ſe- 
curity of the whole property of the country. It therefore, 
ſeemed, that if the object was only to conſider the ultimate ſo- 
lidity of the Bank, that the Committee could not have done 
their duty, if they had not included this debt with every other 
debt due to the Bank, and particularly conſidering it as one 
which ſtood on the ſafeſt of all the foundations, and as one 
which ſtood on the beſt ſecurity, the great power of the com- 


munity could give. He contended that the report ought to 


confirm the opinion of the com plete and entire ſufficiency of 
the Bank, and he thought he had the ſatisfaction of every gen- 


tleman in the Houſe concurring in that opinion, till he heard 
the honourable gentleman ſtate what he had this day, It was 
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r not his intention to make any propoſal to the Houſe on this 5 
0 | part of the ſubje& ; but he conceived, that the enquiry into Le 
[Sf the ultimate ſecurity of the Bank being the point referred 1 
—— to the Committee, in conſequence of the ſuſpenſion of the 4 
„ temporary payments in caſh, ought alone to be the queſtion 4 
15 agitated in the Houſe; and he truſted that the meaſure which 0 
Th „ had been adopted of ſuſpendir g ſuch temporary payments, . 
hi. would be con dered by the Houſe as one which made the 7 
1 ultimate reſponſibility of the Bank ſecure, and on that ac- * 
Wl) count, tꝭ at the Houſe would agree in the propriety of con- 4 
* tinuing the reſtrictions. A great deal had been ſaid witngn 
Fol reſpect to the propriety of examining the cauſes which had 
Fw led to the neceſſity of iſſuing the Order of council; it cer} RE 
1 ö tainly appeared a matter of difficulty, to diſtinguiſh the boun- 


daries between the neceſſity, and the cauſes which produced 


0 it, for if a cauſe could be ſhewn for a neceſſity, it would go 
"Rp far towards removing the neceſſity by pointing out the means 
1 of obviating the cauſe. Such was a fair mode of reaſoning ; 
1 but it alſo ſeemed plain that there was a difference between a 
} "| particular neceſſity for a meaſure, and the particular 
10 meaſure for continuing it. He underſtood there was 


1 not a diffence of opinion, with reſpe& to the propriety 


JS of every thing being examined, that could ſhew the neceſſity 
5 4 of he meaſure which had been adopted on the 26thof February. 
BY The Committee had only reported with reſpect to the 
1 actual exiſtence of a neceſſity of continuing the meaſure, 
1 they had not reported on the neceſſity of taking the meaſure, 
. they had not reported on the cauſe. On the neceſſity of 


ported a clear opinion, that in their judgments it did appear 
indiſpenſibly neceſſary to continue it. He knew that many 
who might conſider the truth of there exiſting a neceſſity of 
continuing the meaſure, were not equally well ſatisfied with 
regard to the cauſe ; he certainly did not mean that the re- 
port of the Committee was to be conſidered, as any ſanction 
of the original meaſure; but he only contended, with re- 
ſpect to the neceſſity of continuing it for the preſent, that „ 
it was impoſſible for any one to read the report, without . 
being ſenſible of it, and without feeling at the ſame time, 
that all the members who compoſed the Committee, were 
impreſſed with the neceflity of continuing the reſtriction on 
well founded public grounds. The next queſtion, therefore, 
for the conſideration of the Houſe was, for what time it 25 
ſhould be continued. The Houſe had referred the queſtion 


to 


1 . . . * : . - . N 
* | continuing the reſtriction for a limited time, they had re- 
Wit X 
| 


March 9. ] WOODFALL's PARLIAMENTARY REPORTS. 26 


to 2 Committee. The Committee had reported in diſtinct 
terme, that the neceſſity exiſted; he ſhould therefore feel 
ir his duty to propoſe the continuance of the meaſure re- 
comm. ned, by the Committee, a meaſure which he was 


perſuaded they would not have recommended, had they not 


thought it ſtood on reaſonable grounds. What might be 
the time proper to extend the reſtriction to, or what might 


be che belt means for the Houſe to adopt, with regard to add- 


ing to the period if neceſſary, or of ſhortening it, if circum- 
ſtances enabled them ſo to do with ſafety, were queſtions 
which would be beſt conſidered in the future progreſs of 


the Bill. He ſhould feel it his duty on the grounds of the : 


report, to loſe no time in ſubmitting {till to the Houſe, for 


th: purpoſe of confirming, and continuing for a limited time, 


the reſtrictions with reſpect to the payment of money in 


| ſpecie by the Bank. If it ſhould be adopted, the Houſe ; 
muſt naturally feel, that thoſe over whom they extended 


their authority, ſhould alſo receive their protection. The 
Order of Council had been iſſued by. Government on the 
ground of the neceſſity, and was admitted not to have been 
legal, unleſs made fo by the Houſe ; therefore, as the Houſe 
had given their ſanction to Government for iſſuing the 


Order, he had no doubt but they would ſee the neceſſity of 


indemnifying Government for what had been done. He 


thought this was the proper ſtage for the Houſe to declare 


how far Government merited cenſure or indemnification. 
He maintained that the Houſe having adopted the meaſure 
by admitting the neceſſity of continuing it, ought of courſes 
to indemnity thoſe who had iſſued it. Mr. Pitt then referred 
to Mr. Sheridan, with reſpeC to the notice he had given of 


the motion which he intended to make. It ſeemed from 
what had falled from that honourable Gentleman, that he felt 
it doubtful, whether it was neceſſary to continue the mea- 
ſure, notwithſtanding the opinion of the Committee; as far 
as related to the queſtion of the cauſe of the adoption of the 
meaſure, he did not mean to enter at large into it, and with 
regard to the neceſſity of taking the meaſure or of the cauſe _ 


which led to it, it certainly was the ſenſe of the Houſe that 
_ thoſe ſubjects. were not matter of conſideration in the Houſe, 
but ought to be referred to a Secret Committee. If the ho- 


nourable Gentleman's propoſal for obviating the neceſſity of 


adopting the meaſure now before the Houſe, was connected 
with a ſubject that could only be enquired of by a Secret 
Committee, he thought it ought not to be entered into in 

| | poin 
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point of fact; the underſtanding that prevailed in that Houſe 


was, that the neceſſity of taking the meaſure, as well as of 


continuing it, were both ſubjects for a Secret Commit- 


tee to enquire into, there certainly had been a differ- 
ence of opinion with regard to the beſt mode of conſtitut- 


ing the Committee; but it was admitted that a Com- 


mittee of -Secrecy was the beſt calculated to diſcufs 


the cauſes of the neceſlity ; and therefore, till ſuch en- 


quiry was had, it was impoſlible for him, or the Houſe to 


come to any certain concluſion ; and he hoped on that ac- 
count that he might be excuſed from entering into the queſ- 
tion of the cauſes of the neceſſity, till the Houſe by the appoint- 
ment of a Committee, authorized to make the neceſlary en- 
quiries, ſhould have put the ſubject in a proper train of ex- 


amination. Whether the honourable Gentleman's intended 


motion would have the effect of doing away the neceſſity of 
adopting the prefent meaſure, was more than he could ſay, 


but he thought it impoſſible that any thing could be done in 
ſo ſhort a period as one day, to prevent its adoption, or that 
ſo limited an interval could poſſibly bring forward any plan 


to render it unneceſſary. He conceived that the Houle 


ought not to deliberate upon the propriety of any remedies 


which might be propoſed, without agreeing in the mean 


time to continue the meaſure for a limited time. If the 
queſtion was to be, with regard to the moſt likely means of  :.* 
reſtoring the proportion between the balance of caſh in the 


Bank, and of their outſtanding demands, he would aſk any 


mercantile man who heard him, whether a more new, or ex- 


traordinary idea could be propoſed, for reſuming the func- 


tions of the Bank, than to ſay, whether ſuch an idea was 


likely to be attended with any beneficial effect; could it be 


right to adopt the very mode which would operate fo, to 
leave no Bank notes, or at leaſt comparatively few in circu- 
lation. He thought that the honourable Gentleman's pro- 


poſal in the view he ſaw it, was calculated to do away, at 


a period when there was a general ſtagnation of caſh, one of 


the wiſeſt meaſures that poſſibly could be takenfor leſſening the 
difficulties, under which the country laboured at this ardu- 


ous moment. He hoped he ſhould not take up the time of 
the Houſe in maintaining, that it was impoſſible to ſuſpend _ 
the neceſlity, by any thing which could in the ſhort interval 


of a day be brought forward of confirming the Order of 
Council. He obſerved, that he ſhould think it his duty to 
| propoſe to the Houſe, to refer the enquiry into the er 
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which had produced the neceſſity, to the ſame Committee 
as had before been appointed, and to the exiſtence of the 
cauſe, at the time the Order was iſſued. There was another 
point to which he would draw the attention of the Houſe ; 
it was his intention to refer to the Committee, powers to 
enable them to enter into the examination and diſcuſſion. 
of every circumſtance, which they might have the leaſt rea- 
ſon to ſuppoſe in any reſpect deranged the ordinary channel 
through which the finances and reſources of the country 
flowed, and to aſcertainnot merely what related to the Bank, 
but what was the real and undiſguiſed ſituation of the 
country. He had the ſatifaction to declare, that whatever 
was the inconveniencies which exiſted in the country at this 
period, whatever temporary difficulties might preſs hard upon 
the people, whatever was the extent of our preſent burthens, 
or how far it might be {till neceſſary to encreaſe them, that 
the real advantages, the fundamental an@ radical reſources of 
the country were great and flattering. Co 
He entertained no anxiety with reſpect to the reſult of an 
_ enquiry, whenever it ſhould be entered into. It would be 
idle in him to proteſt his ſentiments on ſuch an occaſion, as 
they mult be obvious to the Houſe ; but that he ſhould feel 0 
greater degree of exultation at ſuch an enquiry than others, he 
_ truſted, could hardly be doubted. He was perſuaded, what- 
ever might be the opinion of the Houſe with regard to retro- 
ſpective circumſtances or events, that ſtill as to the great point 
of the extent and ſolidity of the refources of the country there 
would be no difference of opinion, after a fair and candid en- 
quiry. He wiſhed for an enquiry to include the whole extent 
of the burthens incurred, as well as of the means we have of 
paying them, and alſo into the whole amount of our expendi- 
ture, with a view to the preſent year, that nothing might be 
Kept back, but, on the contrary, every thing ſtated, that the 
country might be able to meet the exigencies of its fituation 
fairly. He ſhould alſo think it important to accompany the 
enquiry by recommending the meaſures adopted for the redue- 
tion of the national debt, which he withed to extend in any 
beneficial manner that could be pointed out, with a view to 
any farther reduction that could conſiſtently be made; but he 
truſted the Houſe would not determine on the neceſhty of a 
reduction of our debt without firft looking at the value of ſer- 
vices to be performed; whether they could be performed 
cheaper, or whether they were worth what prudence would 
wiſh to beſtow. He feared no examination on every point 
connected with the finances of the country. He was ſolicit- 


ous 
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ous that the enquiry ſhould be as comprehenſive as pofſible; 
he was ſatisfied that ſuch an enquiry would prove latisfa&tory 


to the country at large, by convincing the public of the real 


extent of their fituation and reſources. On theſe grounds he 
Hthould firſt move * for leave to bring in a Bill to confirm and 
continue for a limited time the reſtriction againſt the iſſuing of 


money in ſpecie by the Bank of England.” 


Mr. For roſe, and ſpoke in ſubſtance as follows. Biore1 * 


proceed to conſider the different points which the right ho- 


nourable Gentleman propoſes to ſubmit to the Houſe, I muſt 
beg leave to ſay a few words with regard to the firſt report of 
the Secret Committee, and their ſtatement of the aſſets of 


which the Bank is poſſeſſed. I think that the Committee did 
what was fair in ſtating to the Houſe the ſur of eleven mil- 


lions of permanent debt due by Government, becauſe in the 


manner in which it was ſtated there could be no intention to 


deceive,as the Committee could not but be ſenſible that the Houſe 
would underſtand the true nature of this debt, and the proper 
light in which it was to be viewed. I nevertheleſs think that 
my honourable friend (Mr. Sheridan) was perfectly correct in 
the obſervations he made upon this ſubject. Is there any man 

ſo ignorant, can there be any member of the Houte fo ill- 
informed, as to conſider that ſum as available to its utmoſt 


extent, or as aſſets which in caſe of neceſſity the Bank could 


employ? It is in fact an annuity of 330, col. which Govern- 


ment may or may not, as it thinks proper, redeem. But, ſays 


the right hon. Gentleman, if the Bank ſhould ceaſe to an- 
ſwer the purpoſes for which it was intended, and terminate its 
operations, you can withdraw the monopoly which you have 
allowed it. Without ſuppoſing a caſe of abſolute ruin and 
total annihilation, may not the Bank be placed in a fituation | 


in which it is deſirous to redeem its debts, and to avail itſelf of 
all its means? In this caſe you muſt conſider to what extent 
this ſum could be reckoned upon, and how far it would be 
available. In this view, then, it muſt be evident to every one, 


that this ſum of eleven millions cannot be taken as an effectual 
debt to that amount equal to ſuch a demand, but only as a re- 
deemable annuity of 330,cool. The right honourable Gen- 


tleman ſays, that the firſt report of the Committee has had the 


effect to confirm the opinion which previouſly was obtained of 
the complete ſolvency. Upon this point, I confeſs, that my 
ſentiments are preciſely the ſame they were before. Yet * 
muſt conſider the report as productive of, at leaſt, one very _ 
uſeful and important conſequence, if it has induced the right 


honourable Gentleman to, abandon the intention which he 2 
| „ nouncec 


1 
WS. 
V. 

* IEG) 
_ Tage 

—_— 
$ 4 * 

14 Ly 
. "WON 
_ 

4 * * 4 

Ly 
1 5 

1 

_ 
20 4 
4 
9 » 2 
1 
f 
5 
= 
- = : 
2 
7 

1 

= 

os. 25 

> 
* 'Y 
Wn 
3 
El. * 
£1 

_ 
—_ 
= $10 
_ ” 
* 4 

T [gd 
+ 
EP 74 
2 A Oy 7 
F : 

3 I 
1 
1 
1 
7 =>, bs 
. 8 

9 4 
-YP 

1 $25) 
1 
1 * 
XS * 4 
+. 

2 3799 

523% . 
x 1 I * - 

', JN 
. 30 

. | 
r 
* . 3 

"BE 
uy, 

CI 

Rp A 

N 

1 

. 

9 

N 

N 

8 75 ; 
T5 
* 
+8 
= 
PL * * 
xt 
N 
t., 
Io 
* 
2 


tion of Government. 


blasen 9, WOODFALL'S PARLIAMENTARY: REPORTS. 265 
nounced of guaranteeing the notes of the Bank with the ſanc - 
Yr the fulleſt reflection, Lam con- 
vinced that the more you identify the Bank with the Govern- 
ment, the more you make it dependant upon the męaſures of 
Adminiſtration, the more you cement an union, calculated 
not for permanent good, but for temporary expedient; you 
increaſe the ſource from which our misfortunes have ſprung, 
and cauſe a great additional calamity to thoſe with which the 
country is already oppreſſed. With regard to the ſecond re- 
port of the Committee, the right honourable Gentleman la- 
ments that the report is ſo limited. The. right honourable 
Gentleman and the Houſe will do me the juſtice to acknow- 


ledge, that, upon a former diſcuſſion, I ſtated that the words 


of the reference to the Committeę did limit their enquiries ; 
an opinion which the Committee, by their report, have proved 
do have been well founded. The right honourable Gentleman 
ſays, that they ought to have gone into the neceſſity which 
produced the Geer in Council. To an, inveſtigation of this 
kind, it was eſſential that an enquiry into the cauſes ſhould 
take place; hat were to be conſidered as proximate and what 
remote cauſes, or into what extent the enquiry ſhould branch, 
was ſubject for the diſcretion of the Committee, as the right 
honourable Gentleman himſelf had admitted; but to have eng 
abled the Committee to enter into the enquiry to any good, 


and to have put it in their power to exereiſe that diſcretion, 
the order under which they were to act ſhould have been large 


and comprehenſive, affording a latitude which diſcretion 
| ſhould modify. But with regard to what the Committee have 
actually reported, I muſt confeſs that it appears to me that 
they have reported nothing that is not ſelf-evident. There is 
| bo ſubtle, no metaphyſical diſtinction neceſſary to demonſtrate 
| _ that there exiſts a very great difference between the neceſlity 
of at firſt reſorting to the meaſure and the neceſſity of conti- 
nning it. I have no heſitation to ſay, that the very iſſuing 
and acting upon ſuch a meaſure creates the neceſſity of its con- 
tinuance. Whatever may be thought of the embarraſſments 
which previouſly exiſted, and the demand on which it way 
immediately founded, there can be no difference of opinian as 
to the run which would enſue, and the drain which would be 
experienced, on the Order being abruptly taken off. Al- 
_ though I thus recognize the neceſſity of continuing the Order 
for ſome time, it does not follow that we ſhould be inſenſible 
of the importance of my honourable friend's obſervations. 1 
confeſs I am not fo ſanguine of the effects of the meaſure he 


propoſes, as to imagine that it will ſuperſede the nec f 
5 Vor. IL 1797.” 1 uperſede the neceſſity of 
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continuing the Order of Council, but I am convinced it will 
tend to limit its duration. The right honourable Gentleman 
ſays, that my honourable friend's propoſal requires time, in 
order to produce any good effect. Admitted. And this is the 
very reaſon why it ought to be adopted. But there is another 
reaſon why we ought to embrace it, which, in a moment ſo. 
critical as the preſent, ought to be felt with the deepeft inte- 
reſt, and to aperate with the greateſt energy :—it is the per- 
formance of our moſt ſacred duty to the Houſe, and to the 
country. It involves the character of the public repreſenta- 
tives, and the honour of the nation. If the Order of Council 
de not merely a notification that the Bank is not to make pay- 
ments in caſh, if it is not merely an incident which turns the 
finances from their uſual channel, but a blow to public credit, 
and a wound to the public proſperity ; if we are compelled by _ 
due neceſſity to continue ſo fatal, ſo eventful a meaſure, we 
ought at leaſt to accompany it with the ſubſtantial and conſo- 
latory. illuſtration, that we are taking meaſures to remove its 
neceſſity, and to limit its duration. At preſent, I beg the 
queſtion, that the payment to the Bank which my honourable 
| friend propoſes would produce the deſired effect; at leaſt it 
would be important to ſhew to the world that we are eager 
to apply the remedy to the diſtreſſes under which we labour. 
In the dreadful circumſtances of being compelled to avow, and 
to ſanction by legiſtative authority, an act of bankruptcy, it is 
| ſome conſolation to think that we accompany it with a mea- 
ſure that tends to prevent its fatal conſequences. It is weighty 
and important for the public to ſee that their repreſentatives 
are alive to the ſeriouſneſs of their ſituation, and active to re- 
[ pair the calamities to which the country is reduced. But the 
it | honourable Gentleman ſays, that as the payment which Go- 
[ vernment could make the Bank muſt be in paper, it could not 
| Have the effect of enabling the Bank to make their payments 
in caſh. I beg leave to refer to what the right honourable 
Gentieman. ſaid on a former occaſion, that the advances by the 
Bank to Goverment were. in paper. Without determining 
whether the epithet of childiſh is juſtly applied to the right ho- 
nourable Gentleman's argument, or what other epithet belongs 
to it, I muſt ſay, however, that his diſtinction is not a little 
extraordinary, Does it net occur to every Gentleman in the 
Houſe, however, that there is a very great difference between 
paper equivalent ta caſh and paper for which caſh cannot be 
obtained? When the Bank advanced five millions, for in- 
ſtance, of paper converiible into caſh, that paper iſſued b ö 
Government for various ſervices became ſo much . 1 
wh ET OR | paper, 
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paper, for which the Bank was liable to be called upon for 
caſh, The caſe now, indeed, is far different. It certainly is 


leſs relief to the Bank to pay in paper than to pay in ſpecie: you 


do not in the one caſe poſitively add to the quantity of ſpecie 


which the Bank poſſeſſes, but you may diminiſh the amount 
of the paper for which they are liable, and ſo increafe theif 
ability to meet what remains. Upon this important point I 


cannot agree with the right honourable Gentleman. If you 


Jo pay in paper, you at leaſt diminiſn the diſproportion between 
caſh and paper, which certainly adds greatly to the preſent 
embarraſfinent. In the vie w of the caſe which the right hoe 


nourable Gentleman holds out, the difficulties which the 
country experiences are owing to the want of a circulating me- 
dium; Government preventing the Bank from increafhng the 


_ circulating medium, is, in their own view of the ſubject, aft 


evil to be removed. I have no heſitation in ſaying, however, 
that the moſt deſirable mode of remedying the embarraſſment 
which the Bank experienced, would be by an increaſe of cath ; 
but if the diſproportion between ſpecie and paper produced that 


Rate of things which terminated in a public act of bankruptcy, 


and a notorious breach of faith, I conſider a diminution of the L 
quantity by a payment in paper would contribute to leſſen the 


evil under which we now labour. With regard to the func- 


tions of the Bank I diſagree entirely from the right honourable 
Gentleman. The Bank ſhould do nothing inconſiſtent with the 
intereſt of the proprietors for whom they act. When the Di- 


rectors of the Bank conſider the public intereſt, inſtead of that 


of the proprietors, they depart from their proper ſphere, and 


the effect of their conduct is to ſacrifice their private intereſt to 


the public good, Let the functions of the Bank and of Pars 
liament be kept diſtin, and they are both exerciſed to the 


public advantage. Let the Directors of the Bank put: ue theif 
private intereſts, and attend to their own. concerns; let Par- 
liament and Miniſters devote their attention to public meaſures: 


this is an arrangement which ſuits better with their reſpective 


objects, and conduces belt to their common ends, inſtead of 


that union of duties in which every thing is confounded, and 
that diſtraction of purſuits in which every thing is deſtroyed. 
— That a diminution of difcount and of the iffue of paper ought 


to take place, have no difficulty in ſaying. That this would 
be attended. with inconvenience cannot be doubted. But, on 


the other hand, this inconvenience ought to be compared with 


thoſe no leſs real evils which it would tend to remove. The 


advantages and diſadvantages ought to be balanced. The 
| Houſe ſhould determine whettier any of the conſequences 


which 
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which it would involve are equal to the miſchiefs which our 


preſent ſtate preſents. In reality, ihe Bank ought to be viewed 
as unconnected with Government. That they ough to re- 
gard the public intereſt is certainly true; but this object they 
are moſt likely to attain by a wile proſecution of their own. 


] know nothing in the charter of the Bank that binds th: m to 


_ diſcougt to any particular extent, or to diſcount at all. I find, 
however, from the experience of one hundred happy years, 
_ that they have gone on in ſupplying this accommodation with 


advantage to themſelves and to the public. The Bank, how- 


ever, muſt have been aware of the ſituation in which they 
were placed; they muſt have been ſenſible that the drain of 
_ caſh they experienced would reduce them to a ſtate when they 
could no longer pay in ſpecie. They do not ſeem upon this 


proſpect to have acted with that prudence and diſcretion which 


they ought to have exerted. They ought to have adopted 
meaſures to encreaſe their caſh, and to diminiſh the paper 


which cauſed the demand. They ought to have done what, 


in fimilar circymſtances, a prudent individual would have 
done. They ought to have narrowed their circumſtances for 
a time, to gain that credit Which would afterwards have en- 
abled them to have purſued their operations with encreaſed 
proſperity and ſucceſs. ' The conduct which the Miniſter | 
thought proper to preſcribe, however, was directly the re- 
| verſe. He boldly reſolved to detraud the public creditor, to 
violate the faich o& all engagements, rather than that the Bank 


ſhould narrow their diſcounts, or diſcontinue their advances 


to Government. I would aſk, How are you to encreaſe the 
quantity of caſh in proportion to the encreaſed circulation of 
paper? To enereaſe its quantity is not in your power; but 
do at leaſt what you can; avait yourſelves of the remedy you 
poſſeſs ; diminiſh the quantity of paper, and reduce that diſ- 
proportion which exiſts between paper and ſpecie. This, at 
leaſt, is in your power, and to a certain extent its good effects 
Will be felt. Does the right honourable Gentleman think 


that, by giving a forced circulation to paper, he will be able 
to draw caſh from the lurking places to which it may have re- 


tired, or turn the courſe of foreign exchange ſo much in our 
fayour as to remove the difficulties under which we labour? 
It may be ſaid that, in this manner you ſtrike at commerce, 
you ſuſpend induſtry, and ſtrike at the ſources of revenue. 


here are certainly many nice conſiderations upon this ſub- 


ject, which are not to be lightly treated. It is one cf the ac- 


cumulated evils of our ſituation, that it is impoſſible to embrace 


any remedy which applies to the evil which affeQs the country | 
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upon the one hand, without corimitting ſome injury to it 


upon the other. He who talks of plans, of poſitive plans to 


go at once to the diſeaſe, who hopes to produce great good 
without hazarding a mixture of evil, is not the perſon from 
whom, in a ſituation like the preſent, much advantage is to 


be expected Such plans are thoſe of the viſionary project- 


or, who arranges his plan without conſidering the circum- 
ſtances in which it is to operate. All that is left is a choice 


of evils. He that talks rationally will rejoice if he can 


diſcover a remedy that with ſome evil will be able to 
overcome the mortality of the diſeaſe. Here, as in every 


bother inſtance, the dictates of wiſdom do not claſh with 
the precepts of morality. No concealment ſhould be at- 


tempted in the affairs of the Bank. The Bank ſhould 
have but one object, that of performing their engage- 


4 ments and diſcharging their debts. We have heard of the 


phraſe © periſh Commerce, let the Conſtitution live.“ The 


_ exclamation of the Bank ſhould be “ periſh Commerce, 
provided we pay our debts,” and if any temporary inconve- 


nience ſhould be felt, their unſullied integrity and unim- 
peached credit would be the pledge of its ample reſtoration 


and increaſed proſperity. If, by the narrowing of diſcounts, 
commerce ſhould fink under temporary difficulties, it would 


revive vigorous and powerful from that credit which had 


fallen to gs it. Such a deciſive meaſure would, in 
policy, be more favourable to commerce and 


every View o 
to proſperity, than a ſickly exiſtence and lingering expedi- 


_ ents. By acting upon theſe plain and natural principles, 


ſome good may be obtained. Any thing elſe will prove falſe 


and deluſory. The Bank ought to act for the advantage of 


their conſtituents, and in doing ſo they will beſt promote the 
benefit of the public. Any other miſerable expedients will 


only encreaſe the evil which they are intended to remove. 
_ Suppoſe, for inſtance, that government were to pay five or 


ſix millions to the Bank in paper, which the Bank was to 
deſtroy, and that, though it produced a temporary ſtagnation, 


it reſtored the ſolvency of the Bank, and enabled them to 


make their payments in caſh. By this means credit (if cre- 


dit can at all be revived after it has received ſo fatal 2 
| ſhock), being revived and confidence reſtored, I would aſk, 
if the revival of commerce would not immediately follow ? 
{ would aſk too if credit is deſtroyed, is its return equally 
Certain ; would its revival be equally ſoon ? This is the 
| Meaſure of prudence, and, in the view of policy, that which 
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it would be wiſe to adopt. But when you conſider, that 


along with this you fulfil your engagements to the public 


creditor, that the Bank is put in a ſituation to diſcharge its 
notes in caſh, can you heſitate to embrace an alternative by 
which you can preſerve your honour, and purſue your in- 
tereſt ? Expedients will turn out as expedients uſually do. A 


' projector is never tired by diſappointment, Tf the right 


honourable gentleman, however, recollects the many expe- 
5 y expe 


dients Which he has already employed, ſome of them calcu- 


lated perhaps to produce a little good, if he reflects upon the 
different ſchemes which he has attempted in the laſt fourteen 
months, he will be convinced how unavailing are projects 
oppoſed to the natural {tream of things, how futile it is, by 


_ ſuch paltry reſources, to ſupply an expenditure, monſtrous 


and extravagant, he will be tired of the repetition of ſuch 


deluſions and diſguſted with the proſpect of treſh diſappoint- 


ments. But the right honourable gentleman, I am afraid, 
is not to be deterred by experience. T wo months hence we 
ſhall be diſcuſling ſome new expedient of the right honour- 
able gentleman, till at length the beginning of bankruptcy, 


which we have already witneſſed, proceeding from one pro- 
greſs to another, terminates in complete infolvency. I do 
not ſay that the right honourable gentieman's expedients 
were all bad, but they were not ſufficient to remedy the 
_evil.—Truſting to inefficient expedients, we at length find 


ourſelves in the gulph in which we are plunged. It is time 
therefore to recur to fundamental principles, and to act upon 
them ſtrictly. Without this there is no hopes of redeeming 


the country, no chance of eſcaping the ruin by which we 
are threatened. With regard to the ideas which the right 
honourable gentleman threw out, ſo far as they go, they 


have my approbation. The firſt of the propoſals which he 
makes is, to take a complete view of our financial ſituation, 
There was a time when a motion for an enquiry of this na- 
ture was made two years ago, and when the country might 
have been ſaved, when the embarraſſments that have been 


experienced might have been prevented, and the neceſſity of 
the proclamation avoided. Laſt yca too, had the mation of 
my honourable friend (Mr. Gray), to that effect, been liſten- 


ed to, we ſhould not now have been diſcuſſing how the pub. 


lic creditor was to be paid. But the Houſe. goes on confid- 


ing till an act of bankruptcy is paſſed, and then they think of 
enquiring. It is the fate of all the right honourable gentle- 


man's projects to eome too late. The propoſals of peace 


which 
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| which he made in December laſt, would have been accepted 


in 1794, or in the beginning of 1796. But when they were 
out of date, when the moment at which they would have 
been received has paſſed away, he makes propoſals, which in 
proper time would have faved the country. How long is this 


yſtem to be allowed to go on? How long are we to be 


doomed to ſuſtain this ruinous and deſtructive war, which 
all thinking men now join to execrate, becauſe the right 


honourable gentleman is wiſe too late, and diſcovers that line 


of conduR, which it is too late to purſue with ſucceſs ? Let 


the right honourable gentleman look back, and he will ſee 


the repeated inſtances in which the intereſts of the country 


have been ſacrificed by his tardy wiſdom. Perhaps now he 


may be prepared to offer terms of peace, which a few months 


ago would have been accepted with eagerneſs. At length, 


after having ſo obſtinately reſiſted it, he comes forward and 
tells us, that it is proper to enquire. Late, however, as this 


enquiry is to be granted, it will be attended with one good 
effect. It will, I hope, lead to a declaration, that the cala- 
mlities in which we are involved have been brought upon us, 


to ſay no more, by. the errors of Miniſters, and by the con- 


fidence of the laſt Parliament. It will demonſtrate that the. 
country has been led to the brink of deſtruction by Parlia- 
ment relinquiſhing the principle of the conſtitution, and the 


_ cuſtoms of our anceſtors. The Houſe truſted when it ought 


to have enquired, and we are now told that we are to en- 


qulire, when it is doubtful, whether enquiry can ſave, and 
When the puniſhment of the delinquent is the only conſola- 


tion that remains for calamities which cannot be remedied, 
and errors that cannot be retrieved. Of late it has been too. 


much the practice to give up the privileges which the conſti- 


tution ſecures; it has been the faſhion to wiſh to change a 
free government into an abſolute monarchy. For my own. 


part, I declare that no exigency ſhall prevail upon me to 


conſent to encreaſe the power of the crown. It is ſtill my 
opinion, that the meaſure which the Council adopted, if ne- 
ceſſary, ſhould have originated in this Houſe. The real 

cauſe of all our calamities has been, that, whether by its own. 


power or the connivance of Parliament, the crown has ſwal- 


lowed up the whole government. 1 know that if this en- 


quiry had been ſooner undertaken, there was à chance for 
ſalvation. Is there a man who thinks that after this Houſe 
felt and acknowledged that peace with France had become 
practicable, that if men had fairly told ayhat they thought, 
„ | 985 and 
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and acted from their conviction, peace might not have been 


obtained? But ſervility, baſe ſervility, has been the ruin of 
this country. There muſt now be a total change of mea- 


ſures, a radical change of ſyſtem. We muſt ſee a ſyſtem of 
things reſtored under which men will ſpeak their minds with- 


cout a mean eonſideration of intereſt, and a baſe dependance 
upon Miniſters. The great object which we ought to pur- 
ſue upon the preſent occaſion, is to abridge as much as poſ. 


ſible the duration of the meaſure which has become neceſ- 
ſary. I hope it will be ſhort, but I hope too, that no power 
will be given to the crown to ſuſpend its force. Parliament 


_ ought to ſit expreſsly for this bill, and thaugh it were to ſit 


five years together, the Miniſter, who ſhould adviſe his Ma- 


jeſty to prorogue it till this meaſure is diſpoſed of, would 


commit an act for which he would deſerve to be impeached. 
— The calamities of this country come fo thick that ſtill 
ſome new one preſſes on, all the conſequences of misfortune 
cannot be calculated. The meaſure which it has now be- 
come neceſſary to ſanction is attended with many aggravat- 

ing circumſtances. Among the dividends already due there 


are many which have not actually been received. Suppoſe 
that a dividend had become due on the 5th of January, and. 
that the perſon having no immediate uſe for the money, al- 


lows it to remain in the Bank, relying on the faith of go- 


vernment that it is actually paid. Government, however, 
like Lady Townley in the play, cries, ** Stop, don't pay that 


money, I have other purpoſes to ſerve with it,“ and becauſe 


it has the key of the cheſt where it is depoſited, in violation 
of all faith and honour, ſeizes on the caſh which had in re- 
_ ality been paid, and gives ſomething elſe for which ſpecie 


cannot be obtained. If ſuch be the neceſſity, ſurely any 


ſituation is preferable to this. Whatever may be the tempo- 
rary conſequences to individual traders, or to general com- 


merce, can they be put in balance with avowed bankruptcy, 


with flagrant breach of faith and undiſguiſed robbery? As 2 


confirmation of the Order of Council has become neceſſary, 
I ſhall not negative the meaſure propoſed by the right ho- 


nourable gentleman. With reſpect to the enquiry, | think. : 
that the mode by ſecret Committee ought not to be adopted. 


The right honourable gentleman ſays, that I had no objec- 
tion to a ſecret Committee; as to the enquiry into the quan- 


_ tity of caſh the Bank had, J had no objection that the en- 


quiry ſhould be conducted by a ſecret Committee ; but for ; 


enquiry into the cauſes of the neceſſity, I was againſt that 


kind 


kind of Committee. I likewiſe thought a ſecret Committee 


where none but thoſe who compoſe it are admitted, and that 
it contains a warning, that certain things may come before 
it not fit to be divulged. But I ſhall take the ſenſe of the 
Houſe upon the point, whether the former Committee ſhall 


to the preſent caſe. After all that has been faid of the dig- 
nity of the Houſe, and the cant of minorities, I am war- 
ranted by hiſtory and experience in ſay ing, that a Commit- 
tee by ballot is always nominated. by the Miniſter, and J 
think the Houſe ought. to perceive that this is not a moment 
for ſuch practices. It is to the negligence of Parliament 
about its beſt privileges, it is to that confidence which it has 
ſo fatally beſtowed, that after being driven to the neceſſity of 
ſanctioning an act of bankruptcy, we are for the {firſt time 
to enquire into the ſtate of our affairs. ““ 
The Chancellor of the Exchequer ſaid a few words in expla- 
nation. rg rg Tr id iy „ 
Colonel Porter ſaid, he would aſk, whether a Committee 
appointed by Houſe liſts, was that which ought to con- 
duct an enquiry, upon which the ſalvation of the country 
JJ 
Lord Hawkeſbu'y ſaid, be was ſenſible that the ſubject now 
under the diſcuſſion of the Houſe, was of a nature the moſt 
_ delicate and important that could poſſibly be agitated ; and 
the greater was its delicacy and importance, the greater, in 
bis opinion, ought to be the attention beſtowed on it, and 
the calmer inveſtigation it ought to. undergo. He could not, 
age that feil from the right honourable gentleman oppolite 
him (Mr. Fox). It was afferted that night, and on former 
_ occaſions, by that right honorable gentleman, that the 
country, from the nature of its preſent circumſtances, was 
in a ſtate of bankruptcy; but in no point of view was the 
term bankruptcy applicable to the preſent condition of the 


of Jaw, or of common reaſon. A mere ſtoppage of payment 


ruptey, when it is proved beyond a doubt, that there are ſub- 
ſtantial funds and real reſources far exceeding what was ne- 
ceſſary to anſwer every juſt demand of creditors. Such, he 
was hapyy to find, was the preſent ſituation of the Bank, 


Mazcng.) WOODFALT'S PARLIAMENTARY REPORTS, | 253 


better than none; a ſecret Committee I conceive to be, that 


be revived. I ſhall not repeat the arguments uſed formerly | 
' againſt a Committee by ballot, - they apply in all their force 


therefore, forbear expreſſing his ſurprize at the warm langu- 


country. The term was not applicable to it either in point 


could not ſurely be conſidered with juſtice.as an act of bank- 
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from whatever cauſes its temporary embarraſſment might be 
ſuppoſed to ariſe. The embarraſſments were principally 


imputed io the ſcarcity or want of ſpecie. But were this 


the truth, did it therefore follow that the Bank was poor? 


Undoubtedly not. Money, it is well known, cannot juſtly 


be regarded as wealth; it is only the repreſentative of 
wealth; it even not unfrequently happens, that this ſcarcity 
of ſpecie may be molt experienced, when ſolid wealth is moſt 


conſiderably increaſed. _ 5 


And indeed, if we but duly attend to what conſtitutes real 
wealth, and eſtimate it on any one criterion, it will be found 
that our preſent circumſtances, inſtead of depreſſing us with 
deſpondency, ſhould invigorate our hopes, and that we have 
no reaſon to deſpair, but, on the contrary, every reaſon to be 


ſatisfied. For if we examine into the uſual cauſes that may 


be ſuppoſed to produce temporary difficulties, ſimilar to thoſe 


in which we now ſeem to be involved, it will be difficult to 


trace our embarraſſments to any of them; if we look to our 
internal, or our foreign trade, it will ſcarce be found to have 
ever been more flouriſhing, nor does this aſſertion now call 
for any proof; it has already been demonſtrated by ſuch a 
variety of evidence, that it would now be ſuperfſuous to ad- 
duce any. Indeed there is no one criterion to which we can 
refort, but what abundantly proves the ſufficiency of our 
funds and the ſolidity of our reſources. However our credit 


may now ſeem to be tranſiently affected by a ſcarcity of 


ſpecie, if we look to the price of land, we find jt higher than 
at any period of any former war. What therefore, may have 


occaſioned the preſent want of ſpecie, it was not his inten- 
tion elaborately to enquire. In the firſt place, it might be 
attributed to the extent of our paper Currency, and to the 


enormous quantity of imaginary capital now floating in the 


country. But did this rationally account for it? Surely not. 


For the induſtry of the country was not ſet at work by 
| ſpecie, but by the credit of the individual, whether banker 
or manufacturer, who held out employment and encourage- 
ment to induſtrious hands. It might with more reaſon be 
aſcribed to the enormous increaſe of our trade and commerce, 
the ſudden diſappearance of ſpecie might alſo be imputed to 

the dread of an invaſion, or to any other panic that may have 


cauſcleſsly ſeized on the public mind; but theſe were ſur- 
miles, on which it was not his intention any longer to dwell. 
It was his Lordſhip's with rather to meet the argument 


principally inſiſted on by the right honourable e. 
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(Mr. Fox). That honourable Gentleman ſeemed very de- 
liberately to aſſert that it was the intereſt of the public that 
our paper currency ſhould be diminiſhed. To corroborate 


this aſſertion, he inſtituted a compariſon between a private 
trader and the Bank of England; but moſt aſſuredly in no 
one point of view can they be fairly and juſtly compared. 
The Bank of England ſhould be regarded as the centre of all 
our commerce, and ſhould any diminution or detriment affeck 
this ſpring and finew of our commercial energies, our com- 
mercial wealth muſt be proportionally impaired. Nay, the 
arguments of the right honourable Gentleman tended directly 
to affect what he ſeems ſo anxious to preſerve. By diminiſh- 
ing the revenue, you ſurely cannot increaſe public credit; 


and by cramping the circulation of paper currency, you con- 


tract the ſphere of our commercial purſuits; and by this 
effect the public at large, and the public creditors, will be 
more materially injured, than in the other ſuppoſitions that 
have been ſtated. It might be prudent and wife, he con- 
feſſed, to extend the operation of Lord George Saville's laws, 
and thus ſecure a larger profuſion of ſpecie in the country. 
But though this were effected, it would not follow that our 
paper circulation ſhould be diminiſhed: ſuch a diminution 
would be attended with the moſt pernicious conſequences, 
and prove far more prejudicial to the public creditor, and to 
public credit, than any of the caſes ſo ſtrongly urged by the 
right honourable Gentleman (Mr. Fox ): 5 
His Lordſhip concluded by recommending the conſidera- 
tion of e difficulties to the attention of the Houſe, 

as a matter of the greateſt delicacy and importance; and he 


contended, that thoſe very difficulties aroſe from no other 


cCauſes, but ſuch as were intimately connected with the real 
wealth and proſperity of the country. . 


The Solicitor General ſaid he agreed with the noble Lord 
who ſpoke laſt, that ſpecie was not the only indication of 


the wealth of a ſtate or of an individual; there might be many 
caſes in which it would be manifeſt, on the examination of 
his affairs, that an individual was extremely rich, although 
at the time of that examination that individual was not in 
the actual poſſefſion of a ſingle ſhilling. From the manner 
in which commerce was now carried on, it was impoſſible 
that ſpecie ſhould be the. only repreſentative of wealth or 


propetty. If every man was to make a demand upon his 


Nnz2 


by 


debtor of payment in ſpecie, of what was due to him, there 
would be found but few individuals in this commercial - 


country 
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country who would be able to diſcharge their debts; very 
few indeed who had any extenſive dealings in trade. That 
was the caſe with the Bank at the preſent moment, but it 


was unfair to call the ſtoppage of payment in ſpecie a bank- 


ruptcy ; the Bank might be, and was, ſolvent, and even 
very, rich, although they were at this moment unable to pay 


all demands upon them in caſh. He apprehended alſo, 


that this non-payment of Bank notes with caſh could not be 


called a fraud, becauſe the public knew perfectly well that 
from circumſtances, this was an event which might hap- 


pen. He apprehended that the mieafure which had been 


adopted by Government, and purſued by the Bank, was a 
meaſure of wiſe and ſalutary precaution, well calculated to 
prevent a great evil. If a number of people were in a great 
theatre, and there was a falſe alarm of fire given, he appre- 


hended that the door-keepers could not do better than to 
prevent tne people going out in large parties in great hurry, 


but ſhould endeavour to let them go out only by degrees, 


or were they even to ſhut them in tor a lime, he apprehended 
that would be the means of preventing a much greater evil, 


Such he conſidered to be the tendency of the preſent 


ſtoppage of payment at the Bank in cath at this moment. 
A very large demand was made at almolt every banking-houſe 


in the kingdom, and particularly at the Bank, for payment 
in caſh, and this ſudden demand it was which created this 


temporary difficulty and embarraſſment. It was well known 


that if at any time the whole of the creditors of the Bank 


ſhould demand payment in caſh of all that was due to them, 
it would be impoſſible. for the Bank to comply with ſuch 
demands. So it was with every conſiderable banker, mer- 
chant, or trader in the kingdom ; but inability thus to pay 
in caſh did not by any means prove inſolvency. It the run 


which lately took place upon the Bank for the payment in 


caſh had been permitted to continue, the ruin of the Bank 
muſt have followed very ſoon. If every creditor was to 

inſiſt upon having caſh in that manner, the conſequence 
muſt have very ſpeedily been that no caſh would have 
been left at the Bank; and therefore the ſtep which Govern- 
ment took upon this occaſion, was a ſtep to prevent the 
total ruin of the Bank, and with it the ruin of public cre- 
dit, for the ruin of public credit muſt have been the conle- 
quence of leaving the Bank without any money at all, but that 


evil, had been averted by the meaſure which had been 
adopted. | | | . 


Gentlemen | 
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who had demands upon the Bank, was not the only public 


creditor of this country? There were other public creditors, 


to whoſe convenience it became us to be attentive : he meant 
che army and the navy. He apprehended them to be as much 
public creditors as the holders of Bank notes could be; and 


_ their ſituation was ſuch as particularly to require payment of 


what was due to them in caſh, more fo than any other deſcrip- 
tion of men in this country. If, therefore, what was lately 


going on at the Bank was ſuch as would very ſoon have left 
them without any ſpecie, and that therefore they would have 


| been diſabled altogether from paying any more in that manner, 
Government were called upon to take the meaſure they had 
taken. It was a meaſure which was fo far from being incon- 


ſiſtent with public faith, that it had for its object the preſerva- 


tion and maintenance of public faith. Much had been ſaid on 


the conftitution of the Bank of England. It was not for the 


holder of Bank ſtock only that ſuch conſtitution was formed, 


and that was declared in the Charter of the Bank, It was in- 
ſtituted, as every other corporation was, for public purpoſes 


and benefits. The benefit of the holder of ſtock was an infe- 


rior object. The Bank, from the very nature of its charter, 


was bound to accommodate the nation; and, therefore, when 


it was faid that the Bank had a duty to the holder of ſtock, it 


| ſhould be remembered they had a duty alſo to the public, 
which on occaſion of public emergency it' was eſſential they 
| ſhould perform, for that was the great object of their inſtitu- 


tion, and if they did not perform the public purpoſes for which 


they were inſtituted, the power which created might alſo de- 
ſtroy them. All their original power was granted to them for 


public purpoſes, and, upon every principle on which they 


were created, they might alſo be deſtroyed, if they were guilty 


of any thing that amounted to a breach of that public duty. 
The Bank therefore muſt aſſiſt the Government of the coun- 


try. He apprehended it to be their duty fo to do when an 

occaſion required it, and he apprehended it to be particularly 
their duty in the preſent inſtance. From theſe obſervations 
he was led to fay, that all the illuſtrations which had been 
made by comparing the condition of 
vate banker, were without foundation. 


As to the ſubject of the eleven millions now due from Go- 
vernment-to the Bank, the Committee would recolle& how 


that originated. It originated in a deſcription of certain indi- 
viduals, for which there was to be an intereſt at the rate of 3 


per 


Gentlemen had ſaid much of the public creditor. Were | 
they, not aware that the holder of a Bank note, or a perſon. 


the Bank to that of a pri- 
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per cent. and that depoſit was held afterwards by Government 
as a pledge for the payment of Bank notes, and was a ſecurity 
for the payment of demands that might be made upon the 
Bank ; 12 ſum was from time to time encreaſed, until it 
amounted to eleven millions and upwards, upon which an an- 
nuity of 3 per cent. was paid to the holder of Bank ſtock, to 
which a dividend of 3 per cent. more had been added. But 
the right honourable Gentleman (Mr. Fox) was wrong in his 
calculation upon that ſubject. It was difficult to eſtimate the 
preciſe value of that ſtock, but according to the price which it 
now bore, he apprehended it would produce, if fold, between 
15 and 16 millions, for this was not to be confidered only as a 
capital, but, if fold, there would go with it the good-will of 
the trade, and therefore it was worth very conſiderably more 
that the 11 millions capital ſtock, If put up to ſale he believed 
the ſum which it would fetch, would be, as he had ſaid already, 
between 15 and 16 millions. This proved not only the folvency, 
but the very conſiderable ſurplus which the Bank had, over and 
above even what the Committee had ſtated them to poſſeſs. 
He muſt now recur to the neceſſity of iſſuing the Order in 
Council. It was clear, that however affluent the Bank ac- 
tually were, they could not pay all demands upon them in 
ſpecie, becauſe they could not convert their property into ſpe- 
cie, and it would be impothible for commerce to go on if the 
Bank was drained of all its ſpecie; this ſpecie could not return 
until the courſe of commerce ſhould bring it back again to the 
Bank. Whether the meaſure which was adopted by Govern- 
| ment was a wiſe meaſure or not, was foreign to this part of the 
argument, but he maintained that it was fo far from being a 
breach of faith, that it enabled the Bank to keep their faith 
with the public. The conſideration before the Committee 
was, whether the meaſure ſhovld. or ſhould not be continued? 
and it did not appear to him that there was any difference of 
opinion upon that point. Some other meaſures might be ſug- _ 
geſted as a remedy in the preſent caſe; but the only one he had 
heard mentioned was, that of payment of the debt due from 
the public to the Bank. A conſiderable part of that was 
|! a floating debt of advance upon the produce of taxes, which 
| was continually coming in, and which debt was therefore in 
the courſe of reducing itſelf. He apprehended that we ſhould 
not reduce the number of Bank notes, for we wanted them as 
a circulating medium; and if an attempt was made to bring 
them nearly upon a level with the quantity, not of the pro- 
perty, but the caſh of the Bank, we might expect to fee the 
Bank ſoon without notes, er without caſh ſufficient to carry 
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on the purpoſes of commerce. He apprehended, if this neceſ- 


ſary reſtriction was continued for a reaſonable time, the courſe 
of trade would bring ſpecie back again, and then the embar- 


raſſment would be over. 3 1 cb 
Mr. Sheridan ſaid, that if he had not known the Miniſter 
pretty well, and known that many of his adherents car- 


ried their ſyſtem much further than their leader, he ſhould 


have been more aſtonithed at the preſent plan than he was, 


even deſperate as that plan was; if the ſpeeches of the no- 


ble Lord, and the learned Gentleman who had juſt ſpoken, 


| had conveved the ſentiments of the Miniſter, and if we were 
to follow them, then indeed there could be nothing ſo deſperate 
as the ſituation to which we are reduced, in reaſoning as well 
as in finance. According to one of theſe orators, a forced pa- 
per currency was better than ſpecie, and our commerce will 
encreaſe greatly in proportion as we violate the principles of 


honeſty in paying our public debts, He thought that paper 


was only a good thing while we had the means of converting 
it into caſh ; but the noble Lord thought it not only a cleaner, 
neater, and more portable and convenient medium to repre- 

ſent property, but the very eſſence of wealth itſelf, even 


when it could not be converted into ſpecie, and that the flou- 


riſhing ſtate of our commerce was the cauſe of this inability to 


produce ſpecie to anſwer demands upon the Bank of England. 


| Really, until he heard ſuch nonſenſe, he could not poſſibly have 
concluded that any ſuch would been uttered in that Houſe. 
The Chancellor of the Exchequer, although he could not 
- countenance, had given birth to this kind of reaſoning ; and he 

withed, for his convenience, he could carry it into practice. 


What apleaſant thing it would be, to be able to ſhew from da 


fuch arguments from the colteQor of taxes could not be more 
abſurd, than the arguments that had been urged that night. 


The evil, which was now the ſubject of complaint, had been 
apprehended to ariſe from one of two ca 
both. The one was, that enormous ſums of money had been 


ſent 


to day, that the inability of the Government to diſcharge the 
demands that were made upon it, was owing to the enormous 
increaſe of its wealth | What an entertainment it would be to 

the Chancellor of the Exchequer, to fit in his office and to re- 
ceive all collectors of the revenue in all its branches, of cuſ- 

toms, exciſe, and all the other taxes of this country, who ſhould 
tell him they had all been out and had done their duty moſt di- 
_ ligently, but that the capital of every man on whom they in- 
_ tended to levy taxes, was fo enormouſly encreaſed, that they 

were not any of them enabled to pay a ſingle thilling ! and yet 


uſes ; perhaps from 
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ſent abroad, the other, that men had been alarmed and had 
locked up vaſt quantities of ſpecie in their coffers; and for this 
evil, it was ſuppoſed, to iſſue an enormous quantity of pape: 
would be a remedy. Thoſe who thought ſo, he would venture 
to ſay, did not underſtand the nature of the evil. 5 


The learned gentleman had entered into the nature of the 
conſtitution of the Bank. He told gentlemen oppoſite to him, 


that they were extremely ignorant of the nature of the conſti- 


tution of the Bank; he told them they miſtook the meaning of 
the act of the 5th of King William, and that that act did not 


conſtitute the Charter of the Bank for the private purpoſes of 


paying its creditors, but for the public purpoſe of aſſiſting Go- 
vernment; and that, if they did not anſwer this original and 


public purpoſe, the ſame power which created might alſo de- 
ſtroy thema pretty good threat, and a little more intelligible 
than had ever before been given them. It ſo happened, that 


the very learned gentleman who has accuſed others of being 
ignorant of the conſtitution of the Bank, had not, he was con- 
vinced he had not, read one ſyllable of the conſtitution of the 


Bank; if he had, he could not have uttered ſuch groſs and pal- 


pable abſurdities about it. The Bank inſtituted to accoinmo- 


date Government! No ſuch thing, nor any thing like it. 


They lent the money to which the learned gentleman alluded, 


and which was now ſaid to have accumulated to eleven milions, 


for a particular advantage which they purchaſed by ſo lending; 
but ſo far was it from being conſidered at that time, that it was 


to be the duty of the Bank to lend money to Government in 
future, whenever Government might apply for it, or when 


Government might want it, that the very act of Parliament 


expreſſed an apprehenſion of evil effects from too great a faci- 


| Iity in lending money from the Bank to Government, and 
therefore provided againſt it; and therefore the act expreſſed, 
that no money ſhould be advanced by the Bank to Govern- 


ment, except upon ſums that ſhall have been previoully voted 
by Parliament, and this was prohibited under a penalty of tre- 


ble the ſum advanced, to be forfeited by the Directors who 
| ſhould fo advance it; ſo that this act, by which their conſti- 


tution was created, had it in view that the Bank ſhould never 


become what the preſent Government had endeavoured to 
make it, too ſucceſsfully, the mere tool. and engine of the 
King's Miniſters. And here, he ſaid, it was impoſſible for him to 


abſtain from adverting to the manner in which the proviſions 


of this ſalutary act have been got rid of. This being the law | 
of the land, the Bank Directors would be bound to obſerve it, 


but, at the commencement of this war, a Bill was brought in 


ta 


. 
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to do away the effect of the act altogether; not indeed under 


a clauſe was ſinuggled into an act of Parliament, avowedly 
brought in for another purpoſe, by which clauſe that provi- 
ſion in the act of King William, which prohibited the Bank 
making any advances to Government upon any but {ums ex- 
pretsly voted by Parliament, was repealed. The Directors 


law; they were indemnified for that illegal act, and were en- 


lamity. Immediately after this, one million five hundred 
thouſand pounds was advanced by the Bank to Government, 
and was paid into the treaſury ; and now the Houſe would 
conſider how well the learned Gentleman, who had accuſed 


ing faid any thing againſt the folvency of the Bank. He 
blamed the Bank for the ſervility with which they obeyed the 
illegal Order in Council. How far that Order would here- 
thing againſt the accommodation which tht: Bank had given to 


had been of ſervice to commerce at large. His obſervation 


be good unleſs they continued to diſcount, the bills which they 
had already diſcounted could not be taken as aſſets in their 


Committee was not juſtified in confidering ſuch bills as aſſets 
miſunderſtood him; he did not mean to ſay the Bank was in- 
ſolvent; he only found fault with the manner in which this 
matter was ſtated. He did not blame the Committee for this; 


it was a mere overſight, for which they were excuſable; no 


which was the unanimous opinion of a Committee, when one 
of its members (Mr. Grey) was a perſon for whom he had ſo 


any trouble while he had a hope that his exertions would be 
ſerviceable to the public. But his duty demanded of him theſe 


of the Bank. - © 


that title, nor was there any notice of any ſuch intention, but 


had before that time advanced money to Government againſt 
| abled to do lo hereafter; for that wholeſome proviſion of the 


act of King William, by which they were forbidden to do lit, 
was now repealed : that repeal was the cauſe of our preſent ca- 


others of ignorance of the original conſtitution of the Bank of 
England, himſelf underſtood that original conſtitution. But 
here again he muſt clear himſelf from any imputation of hav- 


after turn out to be wiſe was another queſtion. He ſaid no- 
the public; on the contrary, he believed that their diſcounts _ 


was this: that if they knew their former diſcounts would not 


hands to the full amount of ſuch diſcounts; and therefore the 


in the hands of the Bank to their full amount. Gentlemen 


man would ſuppoſe that he ſhould be eager to blame a report 
much eſteem, and who, he knew, would never ſpare himſelf 
_ obſervations, for this report, unleſs underſtood as he had tated 


it, would miſlead the public as to the real aſſets in the hands 
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With regard to the debt of eleven millions from Govern- 
ment to the Bank, the learned Gentleman had made an en- 
ormous calculation of its value; he had ſtated it to be worth 
for ſale near ſixteen millions. It was no ſuch thing, unleſs 
Government chuſed to make them a preſent of it. It was 


only an annuity of three hundred and thirty thouſand a year, 
no part of the capital of which could the Bank be entitled to 
from Government for fixteen years. In this interval they 


could have only 330,000]. a year. There was allo a ſtate- 
ment in the report, which if not looked into would miſlead 
the public. So far was there from being eleven millions as 
aſſets this day in the hands of the Bank, it would not amount 
to ſix millions. But this was only an obſervation on the miſ- 
taken deſcription of the aſſets in the hands of the Bank, in which 
the report deſcribed that to be five, and the learned Gentle- 


man about ten millions more than it was worth. This mi. 


take of the Committee arofe from not ſpecifying the nature of 
the debt from Government to the Bank; and the miſtake of 
the learned Gentleman aroſe from not recollecting that, in 


this, Bank ſtock 4 per cent. dividend had been added to the 


original 3 per cent. intereſt | + 
But it ſeemed, from the obſervations of the learned Gentle- 


man, that the holders of Bank notes are not the only creditors 


of the public ; there are others whoſe claims are of ſuperior 


_ exigeney—the army and the navy. That ſoldiers coming 


from harracks, where they can learn no ſympathy with the 


public in any calamity, with arms in their hands, and who 


have to deal with a Government whoſe ſyſtem they know to 
de terror, ſhould be duns, and pretty ſucceſsful duns, he was 
ready to admit, becauſe it was likely; but that their claims 


upon the Bank of England for ſpecie was ſuperior to the pro- 


perty of ſtock, or the holders of Bank paper, was a propoſition 
which he begged leave to deny ; nor did it appear that the 
Bank thought fo previous to the iſſuing of this Order in Coun- 
cil. He apprehended that the firſt duty of the Bank was to 
keep faith with iis own creditors, for that was the way for 
them to ſulfil the truſt that was repoſed in them, and a devia- 


tion from which was a public breach of faith. But it ſeemed 
they were in no caſe to refuſe to accommodate the public by 
aiding Government They had never done fo, and if they 
| ſhould, they forfeited their charter. How ſtood that fact? 
Did they not actually refuſe, in the year 1783, in an inſtal- 
ment upon the loan, by which refuſal ſtocks fell 14 or 15 pet 


cent. but no man told them then, that, for that refuſal, they 
ſhould have their charter wreſted out of their hands. The 
| i ng 
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queſtion was, Whether the Bank had not exceeded (heir duty | 
upon this occaſion ? and that was a queſtion which the Houſe 
ſhould have clearly lated before them on the face of the tranſ- 
aCtion, to form a clear judgment upon it. There was an aſ- 
ſertion of the Miniſter, that this was neceſſary; but there was 
no evidence of that; and how could the Houſe proceed to give 
a legiſlative ſanction to that, of the neceſſity ot which there 
was no proof before them? It was ſtated, that if Government 
were to pay the Bank five millions the next day, it would not 
relieve them from the preſent preſſure. Why not? Could 
they not purchaſe bullion with it? Really this mode of ſtating 
difficulties he did not underſtand. But this was a ſyſtem 
fraught with the moſt dreadful evils; it was of the ſame com- 
plexion as that which laid the foundation of the ruin of the 
French finances, and led to all the horrors which have been 
ſo much depiored there. The meaſure of the act in Council 
to ſtop the payment of the Bank, was as violent as if it had 
been directed to any banker or private individual to lay hold of 
the cath in his coffers, and to rob him of it, under the pretence 
that it was intended for the public uſe. The Miniſter told us 
the Committee had not reported enough upon this ſubject. 
He agreed with him they had not; there needed no ghoſt to 
come from the grave to tell what we all knew already ; and 
certainly they had told nothing which we did not all know al- 
ready. He did not, however, ſee that Miniſters had laid be- 
fore the Houſe any ground for a Bill. What need had they 
of a Bill, while it was notorious they would proceed without 
it, and as notorious that the Bank would obey them? If they 
acted illegally, he thought they ought to be left to their peril; 
there was no reaſon why the Houſe ſhould aid them, ſince 
they did not condeſcend to give any proof of the neceflity of 
their meaſure. They had thewa they could commit robbery, 
and as they did not offer any evidence of the neceſſity of any 
one thing, why ſhould the Houſe give them leave to bring in 
2 Bill to indemnify themfelves? [They ought, in his opinion, 
to be left to themſelves; to go on in their own way. wihout 
the ſanction of Parliament He warned the Houſe of the effect 
of giving to Miniſters this facility of breakipg the public faith. 
1 t would only encourage them to treat all thou ghtoi reſponſibility 
with contempt, and there was no poſſibility of knowino where. 
their deſperation would end. [le believed that we ſhould ot 
long be able, after the inundation of paper to which this iyſ- 
tem gave birth, to ſtop them from mak lig Bank notes legal 
tender; and then adieu to the appearance of ſpecie at the B ok, 


and foon afterwards to the real value of a Bank note. Thcte 
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1 ideas preſſed very much upon his mind; but as he always 
i wiſhed to give way to the opinion of his right honourable 
friend (Mr. Fox), who thought it proper that leave ſhould be 
given to bring in this Bill, he ſhould not divide the Houſe 
upon the preſent queſtion ; but in the ſtages of this proceeding 
1 he thould have motions that ſhould go with it par pa. 
1 | The Chancellor of the Exchequer made a ſhort reply to the 
14 arguments of Mr. Sheridan, in which he ſaid, that the mate- 
| rial queſtion for the Committee was, whether they would al- 
| i low an act, confeſſedly illegal, to continue without being 
— ſanctioned by the legiſlature? They would do him the juſtice 
1 to ſay, that he had explicitly declared that their confirmation 
dof the meaſure ſhould not be conſidered as an implied vindica- 
8 tion of the conduct of Miniſters in iſſuing the Minute of Coun- 
1 dil, or of the Bank for obeying it. He diſclaimed, for him- 
ſelf, all ſuch interpretation of the Bill now propoſed. The 
| neceſſity of it was generally acknowledged, and the whole 
i queſtion was only, Whether the meaſure thould now ſtand 
i without law or by law? A good deal of allufion had been 
8 made to the advances of the Bink to Government, as chiefly 
creating the neceffitv tor the Minute of Council of the 26th 
of February, io whatever degree thoie advances might have 
contributed to that neceſſity would be a ſubject for future dil- 
_ cuſſion; but, in the mean time, he muſt again repeat, that 
thoſe advances were not peculiar to the period of his adminiſ- 
tration, but had been going on for a great length of time, and 
Had not been felt to be any hardſhip or inconvenience to the 
Bank. A conſiderable part of them were floating advances, 
under the title of anticipation of land and malt, of Exchequer 
bills which were iſſued from time to time, and the Bank re- 
ceived theſe advances back again gradually as the revenue came 
in. But the whole of this would be matter for diſcuſſion when 
the Secret Committee, which he propoſed to be revived, ſhould 
make their report to the Houſe. ee 9 85 
Mr. Fox ſaid, that in differing from his honourable friend 
(Mr. Sheridan) as to the p:opriety of voting for the introduc- 
tion of this Bill, it was a difference merely as to propriety, and 
not to principle. He believed it to be impoſhble that they 
ſhould ever differ upon any conſtitutional principle whatever. 
It was certainly moſt true, that in paſting this Bill they were 
to enact robbery and fraud; for robbery and fraud it was in d- 
rect and heinous characters; but the meaſure of the 26th of 
February had made it an imperious neceſſity that the ilieoal 
Order of the Council, which had been illegally obeyed, ſhould 


now be continued for a limited time by the force of a _ 
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They were in truth deprived of the powers of deliberation. 
However wantonly the meaſure of the 26th of February had 
| been adopted, its execution made a neceſſity for its continu- 
ance. All the other arguments of his honourable friend he 
fully adopted, and again he muſt repeat, that in giving his 
aſſent to the introduction of this Bill, he neither, paſſed an 
indemnity on the council for iiſuing the Order, nor on the 
Bank for obeying it. 3 Co oe I 
The reaſons given by the learned Gentleman (the Solici- 
tor General) in juſtification of the meaſure, and his deſcrip- 
tion of the character of the Bank, were additional alarms to 
his mind, and would give very ſerious alarms to the country. 
According to his doctrine, the public etabliſhment of the 
Bank was the creature of Government, over which they 
might exerciſe whatever power the policy of the moment 
might dictate, for it was originally created for their uſe, 
and to be obedient to their pleaſure. What an idea to put 
forth to the country !—Not content with this general doc- 
8 trine, which identified the Bank with Government, he 
bo 1 had gone further, and had juſtified the interference of the 
3 ſtate, by aſſerting that the ſtopping of the money of indivi- 
duals was a meaſure of wiſdom, uſeful even to the credi- 
tors themſelves, becauſe it ultimately tended to their ſe- 
_ curity ?—According to this doctrine they might diſpenſe 
with all the laws which had been enacted for the ſecurity. 
of the national creditor, on the mere pretext that they 
thereby conſulted his ultimate ſafety. On this pretext they 
might lay a tax upon the funds the next day, though the law 
had ſecured them to be paid in money to the creditors ; but 
this new reaſon of policy would juſtify the proceeding by 
_ Informing the creditors that they had no other means of pro- 
viding for their ſecurity, He deprecated all theſe falfe and 
fatal doctrines, all theſe deviations from the ſimplicity of 
_ rectitude. from the morals of the conſtitution. They were 
as deteſtable in their character as they muſt be ineffectual in 
their practice. They would ſerve only to plunge us in 
ignominy as they precipitated us to ruin, and leave us bank- 
rupts in fame, as well as fortune. Such ever muſt be the 
conſequence of ſtratageme that counterated principles. ; It. | 
was not merely to be aſcribed to the impotence of the preſent 
Miniſter that all his expedients for the laſt fourteen months 
had only tended to aggravate the calamity which they affected 
to cure; it belonged to the incapacity of human nature 
whenever man attempted by ſubterfuges, arts, and contri- 
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vances, to counteract the eternal and invariable principles of 
truth and juſtice ; he never failed to expoſe his preſumptu- 

ous folly, and to entangle himſelf more and more iu the 


labyrinth of error. It was wonderful that the right honour- 
able Gentleman, looking back to the ſucceſs of all his in- 


ventions, ſhould itill have confidence in his own powers, or 
in any powers; as if it were pollible for the united wiſdom 


of mankind, by ſtratagems and expedicnts, to prevail over 
the certain effects of an expenditure, beyond the powers and 
ability of the nation. VVV 
Mr. V. Smith acknowledged that he entertained no doubts 
as to the ſolvency of the Bank; but he could by no means 
agree with the Solicitor General in his ſtatement of the con- 


ſtitution of the Bank. The original ſubſcribers had not in 
his opinion, the public ſervice in view ſo much as their own 
- pecuniary intereits; and every ſubſequent act which had 
| been paſled, by which money had been borrowed from the 


Bank, ſhewed that the ideas of Parliament correſponded 


with this opinion, and contradicted the argument of the 


learned Gentleman. Parliament had never aſſumed a dic- 


tatorial controul over the pecuniary concerns of the Bank. 
Terms on which money was propoſed to be boxrowed, had 
_ repeatedly been offered to the Governor and company, 


but had never been impoſed upon them. Mr, Smith denied 
that the Governors of the Bank were warranted to ſacrifice 


the intereſt of the Bank proprietors to that of the public; 


as good patriots, and in point of national policy they might, 


indeed, be induced to run ſome riſks for the public good, 
but the immcdiate object with which they were entruſted, 
and which they were immediately bound to take care of, 
was the intereſt of the proprietors of Bank ſtock. The 
premium which the Bank gave tothe public for the renewal 
of its charter, was not to compromiſe its intereſts with the 


public, but it was a benefit conferred on the Jatter, in virtue 


of which the directors were empowered to purſue the con- 


cerns of the Bank, as might be moſt for the intereſt of the 


- proprietors. Mr. Smith declared, that if the act which had 
been forced upon the Bank by the Order of Council, had 
been the company's own act and deed, it could never have re- 
covered the ſhock ; but, as it was, he had little doubt but it 
would retrieve its credit. Not that he confidered the City 


Aſſociation of mer hants as any criterion, or proof of the 


credit in which the Bank ſtood with the public, for he averred : 


that that Aſſociation would have ſigned the paper they did, 


even 


1 


wy 9 
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even if they had known that the Bank would not pay, be- 
cauſe they knew they wanted diſcounts continually, and that, 
the Bank muſt furniſh them with thoſe diſcounts, and that 
it was at all events their intereſt to ſupport the Bank. 
Sir John Sinclair propoſed to leave out the words * to 
confirm,“ and to make the title of the Bill only to continue 
c nhenm fs; 785 
The Chancellor of the Exchequer ſaid, that the word © con- 
firm' was eflential, as the mealure itſelf had been confeſſedly 
illegal. „„ N 35 
1 The motion was then put for leave to bring in the bill, 
which was carried without a diviſioo . 
The Chancellor of the Exchequer then moved, that the Secret 
Committee for enquiring into the affairs of the Bank, &c. be 
revived. 22 88 
Mr. Fox ſaid, that he ſhould certainly give his negative to 
the revival of this Committee, conſtituted as it had been. He 
had given his reaſons plainly. A Committee to enquire into 
the conduct of his Majeſty's Miniſters in a meaſure that 
ſtruck a blow at the vitals of the country, from which per- 
| haps all the wiſdom and energy of the nation would be un- 
equal to recover us, was not the ſort of Committee which 
either would or ought to ſatisfy the nation. This was not a 
time to ſport with meaſures of enquiry ; this was not a time 
to ſhelter any ſet of Miniſters under abuſes that were diſ- 
_ graceful to Parliament. It was a thing notorious that a bal- 
lot was a ſhameful ſtratagem by which a Miniſter appointed 
his own judges. There was a ſervility in that Houſe in the 
laſt Parliament which had enabled the Miniſter to evade all 
_ er:quiry, and it was notorious that that ſervility went the 
length of adopting one general liſt of names prepared and 
packed for the purpoſe of a ballot. The Committee which it was 
propoſed to revive ad bean fo appointed, to ſuch a Commit- 
tee he muſt objeA, and he ſhould take their ſenſe upon the 
_ queſtion. At the ſame time he thought it neceſſary to ſtate, 
that if he ſhould ſucceed in delivering the Houſe from the 
obloquy of obedience to the right hon. Gentleman's motion, 
he ſhould certainly propoſe a Committee for the ſame pur- 
poſes, to be appointed en... e 
Mr. Grey ſaid that he felt a delicacy on the preſent ſub- 
ject, which he was deſirous to ſtate before they proceeded to 
the queſtion, It was perfectly underſtood, that the nature 
of a Secret Committee of that Houſe went only to impoſe 
2 85 Po, upon 
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upon its members that degree of ſecrecy on the matters that 


came before them, which their own diſcretion might think 


proper. There was no obligation of ſecrecy. It. was not 


any divulging of the matter that came before them to ſay 
that a majority of the Committee were of opinion that the 
meaſure of the 26th of February was called for by neceſſity, 
and that the cauſes of the predicament juſtified government 


in the meaſure. He, however, did not agree with the ma- 


jority ; he was not ſatisfied with the evidence which fatisfhed 
them; he wanted a more circumſtantial enquiry, in which 


they did not acquieſce. The reſult of this difference of opi- 


nion was, that they finally agreed upon the report on the 


table, in which they had avoided all words that tended to 
give any opinion as to the neceſſuy or the cauſes that pro- 


duced it. He ſubmitted to the Committee with what pro- 
priety, or to what good purpoſe, this Committee could be 


revived, or at leaſt why his name ſhould be left on it. The 


majority that had been convinced without further enquiry, 
would be convinced ſtill, and he who could not deliver up his 


conſcience and his honour, muſt retain the opinion which he 


had formed on the deliberate examination of all that had been 
brought before hen 

Mr. Baftard deſired to know if any member of the Com- 
mittee might not be omitted or changed. 
Ihe Chancellor of the Exchequer ſaid, that by rules 
of Parliament, they muſt have upon this motion the whole 
or none. 


Mr. Dent deſired to know of Mr. Grey why, if he was not 


ſatisfied with the evidence that had pech brought before 
them, he had not called for more? 4 


Mr. Grey anſwered, that that was a queſtion which he 
muſt put to the majority of the Committee. | He was not 
ſatisfied, they were. 

Mr. Dent could not ibs that this was an inder to his 
queſtion. Why did he not perſevere in demanding more en- 


. quiry?..-: 
Mr Grey ſaid, he muſt addreſs theſe queſtions to his 


friends on the Treaſury bench. 
After a few more words, the Cammaitice divided. 


Ayes, — — 174 
Noes, — — — 65 
Majcrity. 1 109 


The Secret Committee was therefore revived. 
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Mr. Sheridan then renewed the motion which he had 
made before, that the right honourable Charles James Fox 
be added to the Committee. He did it, he ſaid, from the 


perſuaſion that his unparalleled talents and eſtabliſhed inte- 


5 grity would point him out to all England as the man to 
whom an enquiry ſo important ought to be committed He 
was ſure that, if the Bank themſelves had the nomination, 


The Committee divided. 


to bring in the bill 


confirmed. 5 


Robert Biddulph, Eq. 


Geo. Byng, Eſq. 
Sir R. Clayton, Bt. 


John Crewe, Eſq. 
. L. Damer, Ea- 

Wm. Joſeph Deniſon, Eſgq- 
Vor. II. 1797. | 


The Houſe was then reſumed- + _ ITT 
Mr. Dcuglas N 6h up the report of the motion for leave 
for confirming and continuing the ſtop- 

page of payment in money at the Bank of England, and the 
motion for the revival of the Secret Committee. They were 


they would be eager to enrol his name in the liſt, that they 
might give character and credit to the report. 1 


. 


| Ayes, e ö | 
Noes, a ** 
15 N ; Majority 97 


| Liſt of the Minority on Mr. WnirzREAD's Motion for an enquiry into the 
conduct of Miniſters with regard to the late attempt of the French to invade 


| Ireland, 
Thomas Anſon, Eſq. 
Sir John Aubrey, Bt. Aldborough. 
Geo. Barclay, Eſq. Bridpart. | 5 
John Pollexfen Baſtard, Eſq, Devonſhire, County. 
Charles Geo. Beauclerk, Eſq. Richmond. | 


Herefordthire, County. 


Hon. Edward Bouverie, Northampton. | 
James Brogden, Eſq. | Launceſton. 

Joſeph Randall Burch, Eſq, Thetford. 
Sir Francis Buidett, Bt. Boroughbridge. 


Middleſex, County. ; 


Tho. Wm. Coke, Eſq. | Norfolk, Countys. 

Alderman Combe, Londog, City. 

Sir Lionel Copley, Bt. £ Tregony. | 
John Courtenay, Eſq. Appleby. | 


Cheſhire, County. 


Camelford. . 
Cf Sir 
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Sir Henry Fletcher, Bt. 
Rt. Hon. Charles James Fox. 


Viſ. Galway, 


James Greene, Eſq. 


Charles Grey, Eſq. 


James Hare, Eſq. 


John Harriſon, Eſq. 


Henry Howard, Eſq. | 
Jervoiſe Clark Jervoiſe, Eſq. 
John Langſton, Eſq. 8 


French Lawrence, Eſq. 


Sir Wm. Lemon, Bt. 


James Martin Lloyd, Eſq. 


Lord Morpeth, 

Sir Wm. M. Milner, Bt. 
Lord Milton, 

John Nicholls, Eſq. 
Dudley North, Eſq. | 
Wm. Northey, Eſq. 
Henry Pierſe, Eſq. 

John Geo. Phillips, Eſq. 


Seo. Porter, Eſq, 


Hon. John Rawdon, 


| Joſeph Richardſon, Eſq. | 
Sir Matthew White Ridley, Bt. 


Lord John Ruſſell, 
Lord m. Ruſſell, 


Hon. St. ohn St. Andrew, 

Richard Brinſley Sheridan, Eſq. 
George Shum, Eſq. 5 
5 S. Sitwell, Eſq. 


Wm. Smith, Eſg. 
Lord Robert Spencer, 
Lord Stanley, 


Charles Sturt, Eſq. 


Geo. Tierney, Eſq. 

Lord John Townſhend, 
Hon. Henry Tufton, 

Sir F. Fletcher Vane, Bt. 
James Walwyn, Eſq. 

Sir Edward Winnington, Bt. 
Earl Wycombe, 


—— — —2 


Cumberland, County. 


Weſtminſter, 


Pontefract. 

Arundel. | 
Northumberland, County, 
Knareſborough, 
Thetford, 


Yarmouth. 
Minehead. 


Cornwall, County. | 
Steyning. 


York. 


Tregony. | 


Banbury. 
Newport. 


Northallerton. 


Caermarthen, 
Stockbridge, 


Launceſton, 


Newport. 
Newcaſtle. 
Taviſtock, 

Surrey, County. 
Bedfordſhire, County, 
Stafford. 

Honiton. 


Sudbury, 
Wareham, 


Preſton, 


Bridport. 
Southwark. 
Knareſborough, 
Rocheſter, 


Carliſle. 
Hereford. 


Droitwich, 
Chipping Wyeombe. 


TELLERS. 
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| 55 | TELLEKS. 
Samuel Whitbread, Eſq. Bedford. 
General Tarleton, 3 
nousk c OF LORDS. F 


FRIDAY, March 10. 


The royal aſſent was given by commiſſion to the W 
Mutiny bill, and to Mr. Wilberforce B:rd's bill, for diſcon- 


tinuing for a limited time, the reſtrictions in the aQs of 1 


and 17 Geo. III. on manufacturers, traders, &c. and iſſuing 


Promiſſory notes below a certain ſum; alſo to ſeveral private 5 
bills. 


The Earl of Aibimarle at that the order for the motion 


for an enquiry into the naval defence of Ireland, which ſtood 
for Monday next, be diſcharged, and that the ſame be fixed 


for Thurſday next, ordered, and that their Lordſhips be 


ſummoned. 
journal. to Monday. 


' HOUSE OF COMMONS. 


FRIDAY, March 10. 
" Wau a third time the bill for regulating his Majeſty" 8 Ma- | 


rine forces while on ſhore. | 
The bill for altering, explaining and amending the Scotch 


Quota bill was read a firſt time, and ordered to be read a 


ſecond time on Monday next. 


PROMULGATION or THE STATUTES. 


Mr. 43b4t ſaid, that the Committee appointed to enquire 
into the beſt mode tor promulgating ſtatutes, &c. had pre- 
pared a report, which it was proper to ſubmit to the Houſe, 


and therefore he moved, that the Houſe do on that day 
ſe'nnight reſolve itſelf into a Committee of the whole Houſe, 


to conſider of the beſt mode for promulguting: the ſtatutes— | 


Ordered. 


'The bill for regulating trade and commerce > with Ame. | 


rica was read a firſt time, and ordered to be read a ſecond 
time on Monday next. | | 


| COMMITTEE ON STATE or THE NATION, 
The Chancellor of the Exchequer ſaid, that, in purſance of 


what he had ſtated on a former day, he had now ſeveral 


—M P 2 : Points 
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points to which he would call the attention of the Houſe, 
and which he intended to have ſubmitted to its conſidera. 
tion, but was prevented by the lateneſs of the hour which 
other objects of diſcuſſion led to. His object was, to refer 
to a Committee an examination into the total amount of the 
public debt and the intereſt due thereon, and the various 
charges, as they ſtood on the 5th of January, I 797, diſtin- 
guiſhing what part of them aroſe ſince the year 1793; and 


alſo the produce of four years' taxes. diſtinguiſhing cach 


year for defraying ſuch charges as they aroſe within ſuch 
period, and tor ſuch Committee to report theſe matters, to- 
gether with their obſervations thereon, to the Houſe; and 
likewiſe to ſtate the amount of any unfunded debt that re- 
mained on the 5th of January, 1797; as alſo to ſtate the 
total amount of the public expence incurred for the year 
1768, as far as the accounts can be made up, together with 
what proviſion has bcen already made for geffaying it.— 
Sh uld the Houſe agree with him in the propriety of refer- 
ring theſe conſiderations to a Committee, as from what had 
been already ſaid, he apprehended there would be no doubt 
it would, be ſhould bring that motion up with others ; ſuch 
as, that the Committee ſhould be a ſecret one, for the pur- 
poſe c of examining as far, and with as little delay as poſſible, 
into all the branches of public income and expenditure. He 
therefore moved, „ Tat it be referred to a Secret Commit- 


tee to examine into the total amount of the public debt, with 


the intereſt due thereon, and all public charges, as they. 
ſtood on the 5th of January, 1797; diſtinguiſhing what part 
aroſe fince the year 1793, and the produce of the four years 
preceding; and alſo the produce of the ſeveral taxes impoſed 
for detraying the charges of each year within the ſeveral 
Periods, and to report the ſame with their opinion thereon 


i the Hie. And likewiſe to examine into, and ſtate the 


amount of any unfunded debt, outſtanding on the 5th of 
January, 167 ; and alſo to calculate the total amount of the 
expences incurred tor the year 1798, as far as they can be 
made up, and to ſtate the ſame, a it ſhall appear to them, to 


the Houſe, together with the proviſions that have been made 
for de fraying The ſame.” 


The motion was put and carricd. 

The Chancellor of the Exchequer then moved, that the cad 
Commitree be choſen by way of ballot. 

Mr therican fait that after what had already paſſed upon 
the tubject of the Committees, he was Lurprized that the 


N * | Miniſter 


oo 
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Miniſter ſhould perſevere in having a Committee appointed 
by ballot. He hoped it was entirely unneceſſary for him to 


ſay that neither himſelf, nor any of his honourable friends, : 


intended to offer any diſreſpectful expreſſion to any member 
of the laſt Committee that was choſen by ballot. No ſuch 
thing was intended. But the fact that a ballot was the 
means of the Miniſter packing his friends together to make 


a report upon his conduct, was too notorious to the whole 
country. That ſuch a Committee was made up of the Mi- 


niſter's own liſt, dictated to the majority who were to chuſe, 


there was now no uſe in attempting to deny. A member 
had openly faid the other day, when a liſt was put into his 


hand, „ this is the Houſe liſt.” Every body underſtood per- 
fectly what was meant by that; there was no poſſibility of 
garbling or of hindering it. This was the Minifter's prac- 
tice to {creen himſelf. It was a breach of the privilege of 

that Houſe. That this was notorious would appear from a 
fact that happened in the courſe of the debate on a former 
night. Betore the names of the Committee were brought in 
and read to the Houſe, he knew the members who would be 
choſen, for he read the whole liſt himſelf to the Houſe, as a 
part of his ſpeech, by way of anticipation of the reſult of the 
ballot ; and they were choſen exactly as he had read them. 


Was not this a notorious fact? It was recorded on the 
Journals of the Houſe. After ſo notorious an inſtance of 


packing a Committee, it was a little too barefaced a thing 


to recur to the ſame means. He would however again repcat 


that he mean: no perſonal diſreſpect to any individual of the 
fifteen gentlemen who compoſed that Committee, but he 


contended that this was not a fair way of appointing them. 


He muſt. however, be permitted to fay, that they did not at- 


tend io the ſubject with the activity that might have been 


expected of them. They did not mæat that morning, How 
could they diſcuſs the whole of the {ubje& which was to be 
ſubmitted to them without taking into conſideration the 
Order in Council which had ſo much conduced to bring 
about the ſituation which we are now in? And how could it 


in che nature of things be fair to ſend to them the conſidera- 
tion of chat on which hey had already given their judgment; 


and yet he had nc doubt but they would make up the liſt of 
the Miniſter. Bclides, this would retard the progreſs of the 
butinefs, for many of the gentlemen who compoſed that 
Committce were gone into the country. Such attempts as 
thele to ſcreen the Miniſter were too groſs and palpable, and 


the 
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the whole country had already ſeen through the artifice. The 
Houſe therefore, in defence of its own dignity, ought no lon- 
ger to be parties in ſuch tricking as this, but ſhould proceed at 
once to chuſe a Committee openly in the Houle. 

The Speaker ſuggeſted the propriety of determining the 
meer of the Committee before the queſtion was put, how it 
ſhould be choſen. 

The Chancellor of the a moved, 6 That the num- 
ber of the ſaid Committee be fifteen.” Ordered. 

He then moved, That the ſaid Committee be choſen by 
ballot.“ 

Mr. Grey ſaid, he objected to a Committee by ballot His 
honourable friend had complained that the Committee did not 
meet that day. He owned he did not attend, but his abſence 
was unavoidable, He believed that five gentlemen of that 
Committee were out of town. 

Mr. Pollen ſaid, this queſtion was of great importance and 
general conſideration. With regard to chuſing a Committee 
| by ballot, he muſt ſay, that he had a liſt put into his hand, but 

by whom he did not know. He conſidered of that liſt, and 
judged for himſelf. He did not conſider that liſt as having any 
direct influence upon him. Some gentlemen, he was atraid, 
did give their opinions to others as to who ſhould be choſen. 
He did not, however, conſider that as direct influence. He 
was not very converfant in the characters of men in that 
Houſe, and therefore he was obliged to any one who ſhould 
give him a liſt of names, and he ſhould afterwards judge for 
himſelf as well as he was able, He knew nothing of any 
treaſury liſt. He ſhould chuſe who appeared to him to be beſt 
qualified. But, in order to do away all objections on this head, 
he ſhould propoſe, that the Houſe immediately proceed to 
chuſe a Committee. He ſhould think it unfair, after what 
had been ſaid about influence, to take any liſt either from the 
Miniſterial or Oppolition fide of the Houſe; and therefore he 
ſhould move an amendment to the motion, which was to in- 
| fert the word now. 

Colonel Porter ſeconded the motion, as a juſt indication of 
the dignity of the Houſe. He thought it extremely improper 
that any liſts ſhould be given, and that no attempt whatever 
ſhould be made to bias the judginent of any member of the 

Houſe, and he could not help thinking twat, if ſuch influence 
was exerciſed, the Houſe would loſe the reſpect it ought to 
have with the public. 
The queſtion was then put, „That the ſaid Compmitter be 
now choſen by ballot,” Mr. 
* 


——— — — —— ED — — — — — 
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6.55 Mr. Secretary Dundas ſaid, he was almoſt at a loſs to know | 
EZ what to ſay upon this ſubject. He had heard of no idea of 
impunity imputed to any man ſpecifically. Some gentlemen 
talked of danger as to the public opinion upon this, and others 
had regarded the propoſal of a Committee by ballot as a breach 
of the privilege of the Houſe. He really faw nothing of the 
kind. What harm was there in five or ſix people ta King to- 
gether upon the names of thoſe who were to compoſe a Com- 
mittee? By this fort of proceeding a man who had but juſt 
got out of his cradle would fee it was ::1pothble to carry on 
buſineſs if ſuch captious objections as (nic were to ſtop the 
Houſe. The doctrine againſt a ballot was one of the moſt 
extraordinary he ever heard. It was the firſt time he ever 
heard of its being an engine of influence. He had heard of 
the addreſs, and eloquence, and art of his right honourable 
friend in deceiving the Houſe, but he did not fee how theſe 
complaints applied to a ballot. Every man was perfectly free 
upon a ballot; and it it was the object of gentlemen on the 
other fide to have a right honourable Gentleman (Mr. Fox) 
upon the Committee, he was perfectly ſure he would ſtand as 
good a chance to be choſen by a ballot, as by being named in 
the Houſe: he therefore conſidered this as a very ridiculous 
queſtion. There was no perſonal objection to any one of the 
laſt Committee, and yet gentlemen complained of influence. 
It ſeemed to him to be a whimſical thing to object to a Com- 
mittee by ballot, becauſe the laſt, which was ſo choſen, was 
an unexceptionable one. He underſtood that gentlemen on 
the other {ide had their liſt of a Committee. Many of the 
names which had been ſtated to him were very reſpectable; 
but he had no objection to that liſt being publiſhed, and to let 
the world at large compare them with the former Committee, 
and judge who were the fitteſt perſons for the buſineſs. Ac 
; . cording to the idea he had formed of the Committee of gentle- 
001 men on the other ſide, it would be a very ſtrange Committee. 
öV˙1 In every view he had of the object, he ſaw no reaſon what- 
ever for rejeCting a ballot, Gentleman talked of influence, as 
if it belonged merely to a ballot, and as if the underſtandings 
and diſpoſitions of men would be different, according as their 
names were called over aloud or put into a glaſs. He had 
heard it ſaid, that in chuſing a Comp ittee by open vote, there 
was room for influence, and that chuſing by hallot was a co- 
ver for raſcality; theſe were topics which he would not diſ- 
cuſs. He thought it unfair to take the Houſe as it now ſtood, 


to form ſuch a Committee as this without notice. The Houſi 
. , Ls | 116 
ſhould in this Caſe follow the old practice. Ihe TK 


Mr, 
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Mr. Courtenay wiſhed to know what part of the Houſe the 
right honourable Gentleman meant to compliment, when he 
ſaid that a ballot was a. cover for raſcality? With reſpect to 
the liſt of gentlemen in oppoſition, he declared he had never 
ß 0 e 

Mr. Sheridan agreed with the right honourable Gentleman 
that a ballot might be a cover for raſcality. He could not ac- 
count for the right honourable Gentleman's hatred to ballots, 
thus expreſſed, but from bis want of ſucceſs in a ballot at the 


India Houſe. But there had not been the ſame means uſed to 


influence the voters as there was about the Houſe of Commons, 


He was not ſurprized at his ſpeech at all, for that right ho- 


nourable Gentleman was no hypocrite. He never knew him 


pretend to any principle. He had no cant; there was about 


him an avowed political profligacy which was ingenuous and 


candid. He did not ſay a word againſt influence; but what 
the Houſe ought to do was, to counteract that influence by 


balloting directly, before the Miniſter could have time to exert 


it. The right honourable Gentleman had obſerved, that im- 


puuity might be aſcribed to any gentleman who ſpoke to his 
next neighbour about a Committee, and appeared very anxious 


not to be ſuſpected of impunity himſelf. The right honour- 


able Gentleman, it was true, had got out of the cradle and 
nurſery of politics; he had got away from ſchool too; he had 
even gone through the political univertities, and had ſince edu- 
cated a number of young gentlemen in political learning; © 
that he might be ſaid to be not only * a ſcholar,” but“ a 
mafier of ſcholurs.“ Indeed, the right honourable Gentleman's 
innocence reminded him of a line in one of Dryden's plays, in 


which King Arthur falls in love with the appearance of a 


beautiful young lady, and Merlin the Enchanter coming to 
remove the ſpell, exclaims--- e 


© Behold the maiden- modeſty of Grimbald !” 


After this play of fancy Mr. Sheridan proceeded in his argu- 


ments againſt the ballot; ridiculed the idea of the purity of 
thofe who contended for time to prepare for a ballot, and con- 
tended that the only chance for counteracting it was to pro- 


ceed upon the bufinels without delay, before there was any 


time for the Miniſter to exert his infſuenſe. 
Mr. J. H. Addington ſaid, he thought that the Houle 

ſhould not be caught by ſurpriſe, and he apprehended it would 

be ſo if this motion was carried, for there were many gentle- 


men abſent, who had no idea that a ballot would take place 


that 


. 


known. 
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that night, conſequently the Houle could not come to a juſt 
decifion. He thought that gentlemen ſhould have time to 
give in their Me... | 11 ; HL 

Mr. Fox thought the reaſon aſſigned againſt the motion by 
the honourable Gentleman who ſpoke laſt the moſt extraordi- 
nary he ever heard. That gentleman did not conceive what 


the Houſe would determine. So that it was to take the Houſe 
by ſurpriſe to carry any queſtion againſt the Miniſter, With 
regard to the ballot, the only queſtion was, Whether it was 


fit the Miniſter ſhould nominate who he pleaſed upon it? for 
that would be the effect of giving him time to prepare. 
The Chancellor of the Exchequer oppoſed the amendment. 


He conſidered the Houſe not ſufficiently attended to proceed 


to the ballot then, and that the deciſion upon it, if carried, 
might be the deciſion of a minority of thoſe who wiſhed to take 
a part, He ſaw no more impropriety in preparing liſts, or one 
gentleman ſpeaking to another upon a ballot, than there was 


in canvaſſing fairly at an election for a member to ſerve in 


Parliament, whereby the real ſenſe of the electors was better 


Mr. Curwen was decidedly in favour of the amendment: 


He thought tlie Houſe could not be too eager to ſtop the in- 


fluence of the Miniſter. Should the Houſe come to a ballot 


no, there would be a chance of a Committee that would not 


adhere to the wiſhes of the Miniſter. This country was in 


the moſt awful ſituation it had ever experienced. Nothing 


could ſave it, if all deſcriptions of men did not unite their ef- 
forts for the public good. It was not by packing a Committee 
to ſcreen the Miniſter the country could be ſaved from its im- 
pending ruin. There ſhould be ſtrict enquiry into our ſitua- 
tion, and the ſubjects to be ſubmitted to the Committee would 
involve every thing that might be neceſſary, if the Committee 


did their duty; but if it was the object to ſhelter the Miniſ- 


ter, and to hide his miſconduct, the nation might be ſoon un- 
done. The Miniſter might triumph for awhile with his ma- 
jority, but the people muſt ſoon be convinced that he has not 


talents ſufficient to conduct our affairs at this important criſis. 


Mr. Barham thought, from the ſpeech of the Secretary of 
State, that he conſidered miniſterial influence as a thing now 


to be ſubmitted to at all events. He apprehended that, unlefs 
this Committee was fairly choſen, the public would ceaſe to 


reſpect the Houſe of Commons, or any of its proceedings. He 
thought the Miniſter ought to be glad to ſee his opponents on 
fuch a Committee as this, if he was conſcious of having con- 
ducted himſelf properly. He verily believed that much of the 
YoL. II. 11% Qq -- reſpect 


— 
5 
— 
— — 


1 — 

— — — — 
— — 
= — ( — 
pom. . ———ů — — 


— 22 
— or go Ry 


— 
— 


: - — I Inn — — 3, 2 et = = 
- 2 0 — E 7% I _ 3 
—— —— Rt 2 — YL 2 1 — 5, 
—— 22 . — - Eg " 4 25 2 
— 1 8 wr — — — — 


_ - bo Caine EY DET Ge FIST ae A N . ans ode 
- — * R : — 
— 2 5 ——— — 


— " — - * 
p — . — = — 
* wy ” — oF — 3 2 _ 
— 9 4 ” - 
AS at vHCS 4 
—— - 

_— = nn — — " , — 2 1 n 
——— : — — — 8 . dt — — d — 
— — — ” — 1 —— * — — may - 8 - — 

- 8 — 2 1222 — — _— - — — prong; Sans or 
rr wt — — — — = 
. Inno mens — — hm * - 

- 


— 
— rg, 


pop rnd 


298 WOODFALL'S PARLIAMENTARY REPORTS. 
reſpect which the public had for the report of the laſt Commis. 


tee was owing to the knowledge they had that ſome gentlemen, 


.who uſually voted againſt the Miniſter, were members of that 
Committee. 


Mr. Dundas difelaenedd the FR that minifterial influence 


was a thing to be ſubmitted to. He only maintained, that if 
there was any influence apprehended, a ballot was the laſt 


mode to be looked to for the exertion of it. 

Mr. Yorke thought the Houſe would deſert its duty, if it 
adopted any other mode than that of a ballot; 

Mr. Martin thought that ſome reaſon ſhould be given wliy 
this Committee ſhould not be choſen as they were at the time 
of the unfortunate indiſpoſition of his Majelty. This was aſub- 
ject which, although not of the fame nature, was of equal 
1mportance. | 

Mr. Pollen ſaw no reaſon why he ſhould not call for tlie 
ſenſe of the Houſe upon his amendment. 

Mr. A. Smith, in reply to Mr. Yorke, obſerved, that the 
honourable Gentleman had taken upon him, in a high tone, 
to aſſert that the Houſe would deſert its duty, if it adopted any 
other mode than that of a ballot, which was untrue, becauſe 
both modes were conſonant to the practice of our anceſtors, 
Would the - honourable Gentleman, after ſuch a parade, an- 
ſwer the queſtion propoſed by his honourable friend (MI. 


Martin), why, in that moſt important, nice, and delicate 


caſe to which he had alluded, the Houſe had preſumed fo 

widely to deviate from its duty, as to prefer the other mode:? 
Mr. Yorke ſaid, that he had been replied to by the honour- 

able Gentleman in a very ſingular tone. He deſired to alk, 


whether it was very parliamentary for one gentleman to reply 


to ancther by aſſerting that what he had ſaid was untrue! 
With regard to the queſtion, he certainly was ſenſible that 


both modes were practiſed by our anceſtors: that by ballot, - 


however, he contended was preferable ; and obſerved, that in 
the adoption of that mode, the ordinary cuftom was to appoint 
a ſubſequent day for the ballot, after the Committee to be ap- 
pointed by that mode ſhould be agreed upon. 

Mr. /F. Smith, in explanation, ſtated, that when he aſed 
the word © untrue,” he uſed it in reference to the fact, or he 


ſhould not only have been guilty of unparliamentary and un- 
.gentleman- -like language, but he truſted alto that he ſhould 
have been called to order by the Speaker. 


Mr. Grey explained the reaſon why he ſhould vote for the 
amendment, He ſaid, he did not approve of a ballot, but he 


voted for the amendment in order the more expeditiouſly to 


come 


[Couuox s, | 
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come to the queſtion upon the ballot itſelf. He diſclaimed alt. 
; difficulty in giving his opinion publicly on each individual 
1 member if the names were to be called over in the Houſe in 
| order to appoint a Committee. He had never heard of the 
FE Oppoſition liſt for a Committee until it was mentioned by the 
Secretary of State; nor did he believe that any ſuch lift 
exiſted. | | „ 85 | 
Mr. Brandling diſavowed all knowledge of influence. He 
truſted that the Houſe did its duty conſcientiouſly. 5 

The Chancellor of the Exchequer then deſired the entries on 
the Journals of the 29th of April, 1782, and another in the 
year 1778, to be read, by which Committees on great public 
affairs had been choſen by ballot. 9 8 9 85 


They were read by the clerk at the table, together with the 

names of the members who compoſed thoſe Committees; and 
the Chancellor of the Exchequer remarked, that the mode of 
eleQting thoſe Committees was ſimilar to that propoſed, and 

was not oppoſed by the Oppoſition of that period. : 

Mr. $heridan obſerved, that there was a wide difference be- 
tween the Committee then appointed and that which the Houſe 
was about to chooſe. "The object of the Committee alluded to 
was, to enquire into the conduct of the preceding Adminiſ- 
tration; but the object now to be attained was, an enquiry | 

into the conduct of the Adminiſtration now actually in power. 
It was therefore their intereſt to endeavour to pack a jury, by 
whom their own miſconduct might be tried and judged. 

Mr. Fox ſaid, it was extremely hard that, if in any one in- 
ſtance he had omitted to oppoſe the meaſures of Government, 
the omiſſion ſhould be ever after called up and imputed to him 
as a dereliction of his duty. Surely this was an imputation 
which came with a bad grace from that fide of the Houſe. But 
it was not altogether true that the appointment of the Com- 
mittee alluded to had paſſed: unobſerved and uncenſuted; for 

7 much blame then attached, and many objeEtions were made, 
do the conduct of a gentleman, then a member of the Houſe, 
bdut now a noble Lord (Sydney) of the other Houſe of Parlia- 
ment. The queſtion was, Whether it ought to be done now 
under all the circumſtances by which we are ſurrounded? 
The Chancellor of the Exchequer explained, and obſerved, 
that precedents for the pteſent made of chooſing Committees 
by ballot were to be found in the conduct of former Adminiſ- 
trations, and not objected to by former Oppoſitions. 5 

Mr. Martin ſaid, that the queſtion was not a quarrel be- 

tween two parties, but what was right to be done. 
Mr. 7. Grenville apologized for the abſence of the Chair- 
NESS man, 
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man, and of ſome of the members who compoſe the preſent 
Secret Committee. He could aſſure the Houle, that they had 
not abſented themſelves from inattention to their duty, but 


from neceſſity and indiſpoſition. 8 


The Houſe then divided, 


Ayes (for the Amendment) — 40 : 
Noes (againſt it) — 4235 
Majority 83 


| BANK OF ENGLAND. 
Mr. Sheridan ſaid, that the Order of Council which re- 


- quired the Bank to ſtop payment had not produced that alarm 
which any man predictmg ſuch an event would have imagined 


it would occaſion. After all the lofty ſtatements of the right 
honourable Gentleman upon the flouriſhing ſtate of the 
finances, after the documents by which he had attempted to 


ſupport them, after the proviſions for ourexpences which it was 


ſaid had been made, after the high- coloured contraſt which had 


been drawn between the ſtate of the enemy's finances and our 


own, and the arguments which had been employed by the 


Tight honourable Gentleman to ſhew the fatal conſequences of 


a forced circulation, it could not have been credited that the 
Order would have been attended with ſo little alarm, and re- 
ceived with ſo much ſubmiſſion. One great cauſe of this phe- 


nomenon, however, was, that the commercial part of the 


country derived additional accommodation from the liberality 
of the Bank in diſcounts. If, previous to this Order, the 


country was impoveriſhed by the war to a degree that was not 
fully known, the prevalence of certain opinions upon this ſub- | 
ject tended to conceal the reality of our ſituation. It was, no 


doubt, true that individuals, poſſeſſed of actual property, 
might be embarraſſed for ſpecie, or, what was now faſhion- 
ably ſtiled, a circulating medium. Such might be the caſe of 
the Bank of the nation itſelf. This doctrine, however, had 
been puſhed too far. Like every other principle, it was only 


true in the degree; and when carried too far, produced the 
moſt miſchievous conſequences. The Miniſter has Jaboured | 


to bring the country to think that the difficulties which they 
felt was a proof of their proſperity. If the Order of Council 


had not been iſſued, the aſpect of affairs that day would have 
been more gloomy than that which it now preſented. The 


Miniſter felt he was in a ſituation, that if he inſiſted on the 


Bank doing its duty of diſcharging the juſt claims of their cre- 


ditors, and of limiting their diſcounts, from the preſſure ** 
| TT, x | they 
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they felt for caſh, numerous and important failures muſt have 
taken place throughout the country, and produced a general 
indiſpoſition to the continuance of the war. On the other 
hand, he was aware that if he made no effort to enable the 
Bank to keep its faith with its creditors, but allowed the cir- 
curnſtances on which the Order was founded to come to extre- 
mities, he might find a facility in affording a great temporary 
relief to the difficulties which were experienced. This fact 
no man could deny. He would aſk that reſpectable claſs of 
men, bankers, of which there were many in the Houle, whe= 
ther they had not themſelves felt a great accommodation from 
the encreaſed liberality of the Bank in diſcounts, and whether 
it did not enable them to give the fame accommodation to 
others? All men engaged in extenſive tranſactions, whether 
manufactures, a theatre, or any other concern whatever, felt 
this to be true. This was the true cauſe of the little diſſatis- 
faction which had been exhibited, but it was likewiſe a ſerious 
ſymptom of the danger of our fituation. It was an opiate 
which for a moment removed the ſenſation, but it encreaſed 
the cauſe, It for a time ſilenced alarm, and lulled aſleep ap- 
prehenſion. The Houſe ſhould be jealous, therefore, not 
only not to deceive the public, but not to deceive themſelves. 
They ought not to be lulled into a falſe ſecurity, nor accept 
this temporary accommodation as a bribe to reconcile them to 
the miſchiefs with which it was pregnant. He would not aſ- 
ſign any particular time for the duration of this Order, but he 
was convinced that if it continued almoſt for one month the 
ſituation of this country would be ſuch as to admit of no relief. 
The breach which credit had ſuſtained, was one which would 
widen every hour, and which demanded the moſt ſpeedy and 
effectual remedy. If the evil had ariſen from a ſcarcity of ſpe- 
cie, it was in three ways: by an extraordinary drain, by the 
balance of exchange, or private hoards. He wiſhed above all 
things the Houſe to caſt their eyes about, and ſee if they could 
_ deviſe any remedy which might ſuperſede the neceſſity of con- 
tinuing the Order of Council by legiſlative authority, If we 
were to continue it, neceſſity would join with habit to recon- 
cile men's minds to it as a permanent ſyſtem, and things 
would every hour turn worſe, till the poſſibility of regaining 
our former ſtability, of re-eſtabliſhing credit, was gone for 
ever. Our fituation was either to be retrieved now, or. the 
country was ruined paſt redemption. He did not conſider it 
much to aſſume that a forced circulation of paper would infal- 
libly lead to bankruptcy, for how could you ſtop when you 
have begun? With regard to notes being made a legal tender, 
| | | no 
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no ſatisfaction had been obtained from Miniſters; and in- 
deed if the ſyſtem was once begun, how was it poſſible to 
avoid this meaſure ? but in pointing out the ruinous conſe- 
quences to which ſuch a ſyſtem would tend, it might be an- 
{wered that the paper money of this country reſts upon a 
different ſecurity trom that of the French allignats or man- 
dats, or any other ſpecies of money in that country ; but 
to this he would reply, that if they both contained the idea 
of compulſion, this ingredient alone, amidſt many other dif- 
terences, would produce a depreciation, and though not in 
the ſame rapid progrels, the paper of this country would | 
ultimately experience the fate of the French. 

When depreciation is begun, new iſſues are made in the 
ſame proportion, till abſolute ruin enſues. This he was 
defi:ous to avoid if poſſible, and therefore he was againſt any 
legiſlative authority for the Order of Council. The Houſe 
had not yet underſtood that the meaſure was abſolutely ne- 
ceſſary for the Bank. The Order of Council indeed might 
| bear one thing and mean another. It was ſtated, however, 

that the meaſure was in contemplation of public exigencies, 
and not becauſe the Bank was unable to meet the demands 
of its creditors. But taking the Order as it ſtood, the cauſe 
of making the requiſition to the Bank was for the public 
emergencies, In this opinion the Committee in their re- 
port ſeem to have coincided. He had a right to aſſume, 


therefore, that it was for the purpoſes of Government, not 


from the deficiency of the Bank, that the Order was jſſued. 
The Houſe was called upon by legiſlative authority to de- 
clare that they preferred the accommodation of Government 
to the juſt claims of the public creditor. In this view he 


withed to withhold his alicent from ſuch a meaſure, for if it 


was paſſed, he was afraid that the efforts to retrieve our af- 
fairs, to re-eſtabliſh the credit of the Bank, would be greatly 5 
relaxed. He wiſhed that even if the Order was to continue, 
that the urgency of the motives to apply a remedy might {till 
be felt. But it may be ſaid, if the meaſure is illegal, why 
keep it up illegally, when you may interpoſe legiſlative 
ſanction? In the choice of difficulties, however, it was beſt 
to take the leaſt, and in his opinion it was better to connive 
than to ſanction. In other caſes many orders had been 
iſſued by the Privy Council Which Parliament had thought 
Proper to overlook. But was the Bank to be expoſed to 
action upon their notes? This certainly was not a pleaſant” 
circumitance; but {till the Houſe ought to ſce that Pank 
| Ban 
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Bank was not blameable in having brought on this ſtate of 


things. That the right to ſue and recover from the Bank 
was clear, could not be denied, but every thing conſidered, 


he mult be an evil- minded ſubject who could employ fuch 
an expedient ; nor did he think there was much danger of 


its being uſcd. He ſhould be troubling the Houſe to little 


purpole if he did not ſuggeſt ſome Temedy to the evils 
which he deprecated, and as a ſubſtitution to that which he 
_ diſapproved. What he had to propoſe he conceived would 


be attended with effect, nor would it be attended with delav. 


asthe right honourable Gentleman had LE The perfect 


re- eſtabliſhment of the Bank was the great object which they 


. ought to have in view : without this the COUNtry was undone. 


All the expedients which had been talked of about new cir- 
culating mediums were deluſive. It was the nature of con- 


fidence that when once torteited, all claims to it were re- 


fuſed. 


for a century, not becauſe there might be plauſible argu- 
ments of ſecurity to juſtify their confidence. They pro- 
ceeded as the huſbandman proceeds, to provide every thin 

which his agriculture requires, not upon a knowledge of the 
planetary ſyſtem, but upon experience. It was experience 
of its being regularly paid that made men take a Bank note. 
Unleſs, thercfore, that confidence was reſtored, unleſs you 
could Again give currency to the ſaying “ as good as the 
Bank,” no expedient would be crowned with ſucceſs. The 
method of effecting this re-eſtabliſhment was ſimple e it 
was by a fair avowal of the ſituation of the Bank in al! 
its details. They would then know whether the preſent 


criſis was produced by errors and faults, and if errors 


and faults cxiſted, they ſhould be retracted, and guard- 
ed againſt in future. It was of the utmoſt importance 
that it ſhould appear that errors and faults had been 


committed by the Bank in their connection with the Mi- - 


niſter. The ſentiment of Demoithenes, ſo often quoted, 


was one which was particularly applicable to our preſent 
circumſtances. If we were reduced to our preſent diſtreſs 


without error or miſconduR, the {tate of the country was 
deſperate, and there was no chance of retricving our affairs. 
It was the intereſt of the Directors that the public ſhould 
| know the true ſtate of things. On the face of matters errors 
muſt have been committed, The modes which had been 


adopted 


Government confidence was not founded on reaſonings, but 
onexperience. Men took a Bank note becauſe they ſaw a Bank 
note paid the preceding day, and knew that it had been paid 
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adopted to aſcertain theſe points were not good, and he did 
not expect they would be productive of much advantage. 
But was it not important to know whether the Bank had ever 
demanded from government the ſums which it had advanced, 
and whether Miniſters had refuſed the claim? Was it not 
important to know whether the Directors had remonſtrated 
againſt any farther exports of ſpecie, and the manner in 
which their repreſentations were received? If they did act in 
this manner, then they eſcape the blame; but if they did not 
do what their duty required them to do, a cue might be 
found to diſcover that the ſtate to which the Bank has been 
reduced was owing to the miſcondu of the Directors. 
Above all, however, it was necellary to be explicit. The re- 
port of the Committee had not ſtated any thing more than 
the groſs ſums of the amount of the debts and funds of the 
Bank, and however it might be known to ſome acquainted 
with their affairs in what their funds conſiſted, there ſtill 
prevailed a myſtery as to the balance in their favour, whe- 
ther the greater part of the four millions was in caſh or 
otherwiſe, The report of the Committee ought likewiſe to 
have explained whether the Order of Council was adopted to 
accommodate the neceſſities of the Bank, or in contempla- 
tion of the exigencies of government. If it was on account of 
government, then there was no reaſon at all for enquiring 
into the ſtate of the Bank, Tet, when the right honourable 
gentleman muſt have been much better acquainted with it 
than the Committee, he had made this the pretence for en- 
quiry. When the right honourable gentleman, however, 
upon that report ſtated that he had abandoned the idea of in- 
flicting the guarantee of government upon the Bank, the in- 
formation was cheered from every part of the Houſe. Tt 
was nevertheleſs very extraordinary that the right honour- 
able gentleman, knowing what he knew, could have ſtated, 
as a pretence of enquiry, the intention of this guarantee. 
After enquiring whether the Directors have done their duty, 
it would be found, perhaps, that the embarraſſments of the 
Bank had ariſen from a departure from the original object 
of their inſtitution, and from too cloſe a connection with 
government. It was the more neceſſary to clear up and fix 
this point, after the ideas upon this ſubje& advanced by a 
learned gentleman (the Solicitor General.) Till ſuch doc- 
trines were held out to be unfounded, the credit of the Bank 
Was irretrievable. It was neceſſary to guard againſt the 
effects of perſuaſion or of force, which might be employed 
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by government at any future period. 'The Bank had departed 


from their original inſtitution, contrary to that clauſe in the 


act of king William, prohibiting them from ever owing more 
thanThe amount of what was owing to them by government, 
a proviſion Which left no riſk to thoſe with whom they 


tranſacted buſinels. The departure from this principle had 
been likewiſe a cauſe of the difficulties under which they had 
laboured, and his firſt propoſal was to reſtore the original 


- principle. Another clauſe in the 5th of king William pro- 
vides, that the Bank, under the penalty of forfeiting triple 


the amount; ſhould not make any advances to government,” 
but on funds granted by Parliament. This tied up their 


hands from too liberal advances, and continued with great 


advantage till within three years, when a clauſe to repeal it 


was thruſt by a fide wind into an Exchequer loan bill, by 
which an indemnity was given for paſt advances, and the 


controul removed in future. Since that period the Bank had 
made advances to government, which it could not have done 
had this proviſion exiſted. His ſecond propoſal therefore 
was, to repeal the clauſe, and to re-eſtablith the original pro- 
hibition. His third 'was to enable the Bank to avail them 
ſelves of the capital due to them by government, and to give 
them means of recovery. Theſe were the three points which 


he intended to propoſe. If the preſent capital was not ſuf- 


| ficient, the ſum of eleven millions might be increaſed, and 


then, independent of the profits of their tranſactions, and the 
aſſets they poſſeſſed, as long as the country exiſted the cre- 


ditors of the Bank would have ſecurity in their dealings. 


Theſe were the propoſals which he meant to ſubmit, in the 
view of propoſing likewiſe, that government ſhould repay a 


part at leaſt, of the advance which the Bank had made, for 


while the vicious practices he had expoſed continued to pre- 
- vail, no permanent advantage could be expected. It cer- 
tainly was a natural queſtion to aſk, why government had 
not repaid ſome of the advances made by the Bank? Why 
did not the right honourable gentleman call upon the coun- 
try to contribute their aſſi ſtance on fo important an occaſion. 
After the vaunted ſpirit, the boaſted” reſource of the nation, 
would it be impracticable to raiſe a ſum df five or ſix mil- 
lions within a few days for the great and important purpoſe | 
of enabling the Bank -of England to fulfil its engagements, 

and retrieve its credit. If there was no feeling of juſtice, 
of honour, of integrity, of patriotiſm to prompt exertions on 


ſuch an occaſion, it was all over with this country. No pur- 
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poſe of war, no neceſſity of public ſervice, no demand for 
pecuniary aid to the Emperor of Germany, could preſent a 
more forcible claim, or a more honourable cauſe of exertion. 
He did not think fo ill of the country as to believe that the 
appeal could be refifted. If this were done the Bank might 
continue its diſcounts fairly, and with its own ſubſtance. Now, 
however, when the Houſe was diſcuſſing its ſolvency, was it 

right or proper that the Bank thould give an increaſed ac- 
commodation in the way of diſcount far beyond its former 
liberality ? It was true that the debt due by government to 
the Bank conſiſted of many articles, but it had been increa- 
| ſing greatly upon the head of Exchequer bills. Inſtead of 

embarraſſing the Bank by the advances it had made, it would 
be far better to raiſe elſewhere the ſums which the Bank ad- 
vanced on the ſecurities it received, and in this manner at 
| leaſt remove part of the preſſure which the magnitude of the 
debt due by government had occaſioned. But ſhould he 
prove unſucceſsful in attempting to open a loan for ſuch a 
purpoſe: he could anſwer for it that he would not. The 
three firſt propoſitions he wiſhed to be reſolved in a Commit- 

tee of the whole Houſe, at preſent he ſhould conclude with 
moving, That e 6 IE | 
It appearing to this Houſe, that the effects of the Bank on the 25th of February 
laſt, amounted to 17, 597, 280l. and that the outſtanding demands on the Bank, 


amounted to 13,770,390). and it further appearing, that there is owing to the Bank _ 


by Government, for advances made for the public ſervice, the ſum of 9,964, 41 3l. 
(exclufive of the permanent debt due from Government of 11,686, $001.) 
| Reſolved, —That it is highly expedient, as well for the honour of his Majeſty's 
Government, as for the re-citabliſhment of public credit, that the ſpeedieſt mea- 
ſures ſhould be taken for the payment to the Bank, of the ſaid advances, or a con- 
ſiderable part thereof. | | | . 
Mr. Grey obſerved that the ſum of 9,964, oool. did not ap- 
pear upon the report of the Committee to be the ſum due by 
government to the Bank. „ e 
Mr. Sheridan anſwered that the two firſt ſums were taken 
dom the report, the ſum of 9,964, oool. from authentic papers 
on the table, that ſum appearing not to have been noticed by 
the Committee. | „„ 
The Chancellor of the Exchequer ſaid, that before he touch- 
ed upon the propoſal for paying off the whole, or part of the 
ſums due by government to the Bank, he ſhould ſay a few 
words to the preliminary topics, upon Which the honourable 
gentleman had infilted. The honouraþle gentleman ſeemed 


0 
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to think that the Houſe ſhould adopt no legiſlative meaſure 
to ſanction the Order of Council, confeſſedly illegal. He 
next reprobated the mode of enquiry by fecret Committees, 
which the Houſe has already decidedly approved, with a view 
to keep from the public what it was not prudent to divulge, 
and wiſhed that the utmoſt publicity ſhould be given to all 
the concerns of the Bank. The next propoſal was, to limit 
the operations of the Bank within the ſum of the permanent 
debt due by government, and likewiſe to enable the Bank to 
avail themſelves of the capital ſum due by government, in 
caſe of neceflity. The immediate practical meaſure, how- 
ever, was to pay off the advances which the Bank had made 
for government, for the purpoſe, as the honourable gentle- 
man thought, of ſetting the Bank free, and enabling them to 
proceed in their uſual manner. The point which it was 
neceſſary for the Houſe to conſider was, whether this mea- 
ſure, combined with the other regulations, would produce the 
effect intended ? Although the hon. gentleman profeſſed an 
intention of not oppoſing, by his vote, the legiſlative ſanction 
being given to the Order of Council, and therefore there 
might be ultimately no practical difference, he thought pro- 
per to renew the argument on a ſubject already ſo much diſ- 
cuſſed ; and it is ſingular, that after the almoſt unanimous 
ſenſe of the Houſe of the neceſſity of a legiſlative ſanction, 
that he ſhould now expect to prevail upon the Houſe to 
change its judgment. The honourable gentleman com- 
plained that the Committee had not reported more explicitly 
the neceſſity which produced the Order of Council. It cer- 
tainly, however, was not a little ſtrange in the honourable 
gentleman to attempt to provoke a diſcloſure of circum- | 
{tances which were purpoſely referred to a Secret Commit. 
tee that they might not be divulged, and call upon any indi- 
vidual member to communicate circumſtances of which he 
was confidentially informed. The honourable gentleman 
{aid that it was impoſſible to proceed without knowing pub- 
licly the ſituation of the Bank, yet profeſſing himſelt to be 
ignorant, and without waiting for information, he aſſumed, 
that the propoſal which he made was the only remedy for 
the diſtreſſes under which the country laboured, and would 
have the Houſe upon this authority to adopt his remedy and 
to reje& the other. It was not a little remarkable in the 
| honourable gentleman to contend that it would be better to 
allow the Order of Council to remain unconfirmed than to 
ſanction it by authority, and to prefer u {iretch of power to 
R r3- BS the 
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the act of the law. He was glad to find that the honourable 
gentleman was to allow ſome time for conſideration on his 


propoſals. It was certainly neceſſary to proceed with cau- 
tion upon a ſubje& of ſuch extreme importance to public 


credit, to commerce, to revenue, ſo intimately affecting the 


means of ſupporting the expences of the war, and of reſtor- 
ing that deficiency of caſh which had been felt, by affecting 
the rate of foreign exchange. With regard to the propofal 
for limiling w ithin twelve millions the ſum which the Bank 
ſhould iſſue, he was glad that this regulation Was not meant 
to have immediate effect. It certainly did not follow that a 
limitation which had been found beneficial at the commence- 


ment of an undertaking, was fit to be adopted in different 
circumſtances ; after the Bank had ſubſiſted for a century, 
after having by its judicious diſtribution of its capital given 
riſe to ſo much general proſperity, and produced ſo much 


new capital, it was a queſtion, whether any mercantile prin- 


ciples required that caution, which had at the beginning 
_ proved ſalutary. At any rate, ſince it was conſidered as fuch 


a ſecurity to the creditors of the Bank, to have government 


| ſecurity to the extent of their capital, were not there other 
| ſecurities on which the Bank might extend their e 


equally good, or at leaſt more wvailable? 
Mr. Pitt here aſked acroſs the table, whether Mr. Sheri. 


dan meant by his propoſition, that the Bank ſhould never 


owe more than the country owed to the Bank of original 


debt; or, whether he meant that it never ſhould owe more 
than the country owed to we Bank won ee ſecu- 


rit7? 
| Mr. Sheridan abel that by his propoſition he meant 
that the Bank ſhould never owe more than the whole amount 
of the debt due from government to the Bank 8 Farne 
mentary ſecurity. 


The Chancelhr f the Exchequer then oroceeded. He was 


| happy that the honourable gentleman had come to this expla- 


nation, which, he was perſuaded, was not the original idea 
which the Houſe ſuppoſed, from his mode of ſtating his pro- 
poſition, it was intended to convey. What was the beſt 


mode of bringing out the ſpecie when there was a ſcarcity in 

circulation, was certainly a point of great delicacy to 74 Tons 
mine. The honourable gentleman's plan was, to limit the 
circulation of paper in order to call forth the caſh; or, in 


other words, when there was a ſcarcity of caſh, in order to 
remedy that evil to create a RE of paper. For his own 


part 
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part he believed it was quite impoſlible all at once to call 
back ſpecie into circulation. It was to be done by gradual 


ſteps 3 by giving credit time to reſtore itſelf by the encour- 


agement of induſtry, by eſtabliſhing the revenue upon a per- 


manent footing, and by leaving foreign commerce to act 


upon the internal ſtate of the country. Having adverted to 


theſe circumſtances, he begged to ſay that there certainly 
were {ome great limiting principles by which paper cur- 
Tency ought to be regulated: one was ultimate ſecurity, 
without which paper would ſoon fall into depreciation ; and 
another was to proportion 1ts circulation to the extent of the 
medium required for carrying on foreign and domeſtic com- 
merce and the wholeſale and retail trade. If either paper or 


caſh exceed the demands of this medium, the ſurplus both of 


Paper and caſh will be carried to a better market. Paper is 
a good medium of exchange if it reſt upon a proper ultimate 


ſecurity, and if it does not exceed the demands of the me- 
dium ; but when a country is ſurcharged with it, it certainly 


becomes a great evil. Feeling as he did the neceſſity and 
_ expediency of permitting the Bank at the preſent moment 


to extend its paper circulation, he could not conſent to the 
reſtrictions which the honourable gentleman had propoſed ; 


but the limitations of its advances to government, which was 
the ſubject of another propoſition to which he alluded in the 


courſe of his ſpeech, might, in his opinion, be very properly 
matter of future diſcuſſion and regulation. It was not ne- 
ceſſary at the preſent moment to enter particularly into their 
nature and extent, as they could not be available for extricat- 


ing the Bank from its preſent difficulties. Upon the honour- 
able gentleman's third propoſition, for making the debts due 
from the public to the Bank, demandable at the will of the 


latter, he ſhould ſay nothing till he heard of the notice pro- 


poſed to be given, and of the means of making good the pay; 


ment in caſh if it was demanded. He could not, however, 
help remarking, that it was ſomewhat ſingular that the ho- 
nourable gentleman, the object of whoſe ſpeech pretended 


to be, to reſtore the Bank to the ſituation in which it ſtood 


by the act of king William, ſhould have ſtarted a propoſition 


in direct hoſtility to the proviſions of that act. The honour- 
able gentleman next came to the propoſitions now before the 


Houſe, which he (Mr. Pitt) contended was together inade- 
quate to the end for which it was brought forward, The 
debts of the Bank amounted to thirteen millions, all of 
| which was demandable i in caſh ; now though government 


were | 
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were to pay five millions to the Bank, even ſuppoſing that they 


could pay it, in caſh, would this be ſufficient to liquidate all 
poſſible demands upon that corporation, which was the poſition 
held by the honourable Gentleman. He thought it was a pity 
that that honourable Gentleman, inſtead of coming forward 
with propoſitions which tended to depreſs the public ſpirit, and 
to encreaſe the embarraſiments which unhappily exiſted, did 


not think it his duty to encourage the people, and to call forth 
_ their patriotiſm and zeal. The i money which he had propoſed 
to borrow for the liquidation of the debts due to the Bank was 
not to be obtained in a day, and therefore was not applicable 
to the relief of preſent diſtreſs, Neither, though theſe debts 

were paid, would the effect be fo inſtantaneous as to enable 

the Bank to reſume its former operations. He allowed that it. 


might have a gradual beneficial tendency, and admitted the 5 


propriety of the meaſure to a certain extent; but as it would 


come under conſideration much more naturally after the re- 
port of the Committee was before the Houle, he ſhould now 


conclude with moving the e queſtion. upon the pro- 


polition, 
Mr. Fur ſaid, I mil not enter upon the merits. of the propos 


ſition now before the Houſe without firſt making ſome obſer- 
_ vations upon an inſinuation in the latter part of the honourable 
Gentleman's ſpeech againſt my honourable friend. He ſays 


he could wiſh my honourable friend would exert his influence 


and abilities in calling forth the public ſpirit, by heartening 


the nation on the ſtate of their affairs. Have we not had 


enough of that childiſh deception ? Are we to reaſon like 
children, that, becauſe we ſhut our eyes, others will not ſee ? 
Have we not had enough of that kind of heartening from the 


honourable Gentleman ; and have we not paid dear enough 


for all his harangues? Is the country in a ſtate of calamity, or 


is it not? Will he deny that it is? And have we been re- 
duced to this calamitous ſituation from the want of frequent 


and able diplays of the national profperity ? Has the honourable 


Gentleman ſpared either his time or his talents in diſplaying 
its wealth, and its reſources for carrying on the war? If our 
ſituation is critical and dangerous, it is not to be improved by 


inſpiring the people with a falſe ſecurity. No; we muſt 


abandon our deluſions, and look our danger boldly in the face. 


The loſs of credit mult be a very ſerious loſs to any country, 


but it is more particularly fo to this, becauſe it was its credit 


which laid the foundation of that ſuperiority which it has held 


in the ſcale of nations. When this credit is ſhaken (and 


it 


Mazcn 10 WOODFALL'S PARLIAMENTARY REPORTS. 312 


it is found to be neceſſary to introduce a compulſory paper cur- 
rency, he who knows the country to be in this ſtate of cala- 
mity, and talks of heartening it, in my opinion, is anſwerable 


for all the future evils which may befal it. Having ſaid thus 
much upon that infinuation of the right hon. Gentleman, I 


come now to make a few obſervations upon the objections 


which he has urged againſt the propoſition of my honourable 
friend. He does not ſeem inclined to diſpute the neceflity of 
ſome reſtrictions on paper currency, but the limits which he 


propoſes are wide indeed. The whole of my honourable 


| triend's ſpeech was applicable to a regulation which he thought 
in future 1 to be adopted, and not as interpreted by tlie 
honourable Gentleman, to a law which my honourable friend 


thinks ought not to be paſſed. The honourable Gentleman 
profeſſes to think, that though the Bank were reſtricted from 


making advances to Government, it would not operate as a 


preſent relief to the Bank. I am of a different opinion, and. 


firmly believe that it would operate as an immediate relief; for 
it would encreaſe the confidence of the people in the Bank, 
which has been diminiſhed by the idea that it is too compliant 


with the wiſhes of Government. But this is not the meaſure 
upon which we are now about to vote. The queſtion now 
before the Houle reſts upon the propriety of paying off a conſi- 


derable part at leaſt of the debt which is now due from the 
public to the Bank. One objection which the honourable 


Gentleman has ſtarted againſt this meaſure is, that it will top 
circulation. I cannot conceive a more deſperate principle put 


into practice than when there is a diſproportion between the 


caſh and paper in circulation, to attempt to reſtore the propor- 


portion by encreaſing the quantity of circulating paper. | 


think ſuch a principie mult originate in a confuſion of ideas re- 


ſpecting the foundation of caſh and paper currency, which are 


widely different. Paper and caſh, as circulating mediums, are 


founded upon principles almoſt directly oppoſite; and when 
there is a deficiency of the one, it is not to be remedied by an 
encreaſe, but by a diminution, of the other. Gold and ſilver 
are, properly, the true circulating medium, and paper is only 
valuable as their repreſentative, and as reſting upon their ſe- 
curity. The honourable Gentleman contends, that it is ex- _ 
tremely dangerous at this moment to diminiſh the quantity of 


: paper. Every thing now is dangerous. But what is the danger 


which, in this caſe, is to be apprehended. : It is the deprecia- 
tion of the paper; a danger which is every day encreafing. 
Shall 1 be told that paper as yet is not depreciated? From 


whence then proceeded the extraordinary run upon the Bank? 
| | F No 
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No ſuch circumſtance would have happened had paper, in the 
eſtimation of the public, been of equal value with caſh. What 
then is proper to be done? Put the cafe of a private banker, 
The moſt wealthy banker in London is at all times liable to 
| have greater demands made upon him than 1t is in his power 
to anſwer; at leaſt I underſtand this to be the caſe. Suppoling 
then this to happen, what ſtep would he take? He would 
ſtop payment for a time, for the purpoſe not of ending more, 
even to thoſe who could give him the beſt ſecurity, but of call. 
ing in his debts, and of giving currency to every poſſeſſion that 
he has, in order to liquidate the whole of his demands, and to 
commence de novo. Such a conduct, it may be urged, would 
be attended with great public inconvenience, were it adopted 
by the Bank. But the queſtion is, In the balance of evils, 
which is the leaſt? But, ſays the honourable Gentleman, my 
honourable friend propoſes this meaſure now before the Houſe, 
as an immediate and all-powerful remedy. My honourable 
friend, perhaps, is of opinion that its operations would be 
more immediate than I: may ſuppoſe they would be; but I think 
there cannot be a doubt on any man's mind, that, at leaſt, it 
would have a beneficial tendency. The honourable Gentle 
man aſks if five millions repaid by Government to the Bank 
would operate as a charca? If he means by a charm, its pre- 
venting any demands from coming upon the Bank, to which 
they would otherwiſe be liable, I ſay it would operate as a 
charm. But, ſays he, “it would not enable the Bank to pay 
all the demands which might be made on it in ſpecie.“ It is 
not neceſſary that it ſhould. Does he think that the evil ne- 
ver can be cured till Government and the Bank pay all their 
debts in ſpecie ? If he does, he muſt think our ſituation even 
worſe than I believe it to be. It is ſufficient that the remedy 
| ſhall enable the Bank to anſwer all the demands that are made 
upon thein, which certainly would be conſiderably limited, in 
conſequence of an aſſociation entered into by the moſt reſpecl- 
able merchants and traders in the kingdom. Will he thew 
any more probable remedy? He looks to the trade of tlie 
country. We look to it alſo. But is there any thing in my 
honourable friend's propoſition which will obſtruct this opera- 
tion of trade? The payment of the debt due to the Bank 
might not, perhaps, be a. ſufficient remedy of itſelf ; but 
aſſiſted by the aſſociation, and even by the Bill which is to be 
brought before the Houſe, which, in my opinion, will alfo be 
neceſſary, it would be much more effectual than the ſingle 
operation of that Bill. The right hon. Gentleman ſays, it 
_ Kay form part of a future Pls which may be the reſolt of 
previous 
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previous enquiry, But if the meature is calculated to eaſe the 


public mind, or to leſſen the embarraſſinents, why not at pre- 
ſent give a pledge to the country that it ſhail he adopted? Time 
is precious; and ſtrange as his notions are reſpecting paper cur- 
rency, he muſt know, that the longer a compulſory paper 
currency is continued, the greater is "the chance of deprecia- 
tion. I call it a compullory currency; for though] do not 
know whether it is intended to make it compulſory between 
individuals, it is already made compulſory between two great 


O 
individuals, the Government and the Bark. The more 1 


conſider this ſubject, the greater difficulty J find in forming 
any opinion upon the expediency of extending the compullion 


to private individuals. I could only luggeſt whether, in con- 
ſequence of reſpectable and extenſive affociations that have 


been formed, they might not venture to make an exception of 


the public creditor, and to pay him in caſh? The queſtion 


then, Sir, upon which the Houſe have now to decide is ſim- 


ply this, Whether the liquidation of the debt due from the 
Government to the Bank, which is admitted on all hands to be 
_ expedient, ought to be executed as a part of the Miniſter's 


plan of finance, or in conſequence of an independent reſolution. 


of the Houſe! 1 have no heſitation in faying, that I think 


the latter mode is far preferable, both in a conſtitutional view 
and as a mean of rettoring public credit. How has the credit 


been injured? By the inactivity of the Houte of Commons. 
How can credit be reſtored ? By the activity of the Houſe of 


Commons. How has credit been ſunk ? By the confidence of 
the Houſe of Commons. How can credit be raiſed? By the 
vigilance of the Houſe of Commons. Credit never was the 

offspring of an abſolute Government. In this country it was 


born under the auſpices of liberty, and matured by the toſtering 
influence of a free Conſtitution. Since the principles of lie 
berty were abandoned, and the bleſſings of that Conſtitution. 


renounced, is it ſurpriſing that public credit has been loſt in 
arbitrary power? This, Sir, may be called declamation. 


But I aſk how you feel? Do you feel yourſelves | in health? 


If you do, for God's fake go on with your regimen. If you 
do not, let not that be termed declamation which is a true 


ſtatement of your real ſituation. In favour of the motion, 
then, of my honourable friend, there is the univerſal opinion 


that the meaſure | it recommends is proper to be adopted, and a : 


conviction conſequent upon this opinion, taat the ſooner it is 


adopted the better. Againſt it there is the delay neceſſary for | 


an enquiry, the points of which we know before it is inſtitut- 
ed, and the with of the Miniſter that the meaſure may come 
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before the public recommended by himſelf. I leave it to the 
good ſenſe of the Houſe to decide upon the validity of the ar- 
guments on both ſ.des. 
I cannot, howev er, ſit down without carneſtly entrea ing 
every individual member, coolly and deliberately, to conſider 


+ the queition—*® Whether the deficiency of caſh at preſent 


exiſting, ought to be ſupplied with paper; or rather, whe- 
ther it ought not to be corrected by diminiſhing the quantity 
of paper in circulation ; and whether, inſt lead. of looking to 


an extended commerce for the reſtoration of our credit, we 
ought not firſt to reſtore our credit that we may be after 


wards enabled to extend our commerce *”” If there is one 
maxim which I have been accuſtomed to believe as more 
certain than another in the philoſophy of politics, it is this, 


that the reſources of a commercial country depend upon its 


credit, and that to look for commerce after credit is extinct, 
is to look for an effect without a cauſe. 

Mr. Sheridan ſaid that he ſhould occupy the attention of 
the Houſe but a very few minutes. The right honourable 


_ gentleman had conjured up in his mind a propoſition which 
| he had attributed to him, and to that propoſition he had de- 


voted an anſwer of half an hour. His anſwer would have 


been extremely good if ſuch a propoſition had been made, 
but nothing was further from his mind than the idea that be- 
cauſe government repaid the advances of the Bank, the pub- 
lie was to be deprived of the circulation of paper. So much 
the contrary, that he expreſsly ſaid, to eaſe the Bank of the 
load under which they groaned for the government, would 


be to enable them to encreaſe their liberality to trade. Thus 


it appeared that the whole of the outſtanding demands upon 


them amounted to 13,700,000]. Of this ſum they had ad- 


vanced 10,000,000l. to government. Relieve them from 


this, and ſurely they would be better able to aſſiſt the com- 
merce of the country. His motion, however, was not, it 


ſeemed, ſo improper in itſelf as that he had timed it ill. 


What! was not the preſſure of public calamity the time for 
public relief ? When the Bank was brought to a ſtand by the 


impolitic meaſures of government, ſurely it was the moment 
to pay them what we owed. Mr. Sheridan ſaid he ſaw that 
it was the intention of the right honourable gentleman to 
have forced paper currency; he had given no anſwer to the 


queſtion which he had aſked, whether Bank notes were to be 
made a legal tender? It was in vain to contend againſt the 
torrent which had broke in on the country. We were 


doomed 


f 
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- doomed to all the horrors of a paper circulation, and that 
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Houſe tamely acquieſced in the deſolation of all that was ſa- 
cred in the kingdom. Already it was believed that between 
three and four millions of paper more had been iſſued ſince 
the ſtoppage of payment in money, and to what extent they 


might carry it, it was ſeemingly a matter of no importance 


to enquire. 
The Houſe then divided on the previous queſtion. 


Ayes, — 183 
Moes, e e 
Majorily ; 138 


The motion of Me. Sheridan was therefore lot, 


HOUSE Ob COMMONS. 
MoxDay, Idorch 13. 
BANK OF ENGLAND. 
The Chancellor of the Exchequer brought up a Bill to pro- 


vide for the confirmation and continuance, 'for a time to be 


limited, of the meaſurcs taken in purſuance of the minute 


of Council, of the 26th of February laſt. He ſaid, that it 
was his intention to move, that the Bill be printed, and that 
a ſufficient leiſure might be allowed for Gentlemen to give 


it a full examination, previouſly to its >eing diſcuſſed; N 


was not his wiſh to preſs the fecond reading of the Bill till 


- Thurſday next. He moved, that the Bill be printed; 
which was agreed tao. 


Leave was given to bring in a Bill to increal's the rates 
allowed to innkeepers for the ſubſiſtence of troops. 

The Vagrant Bill was read a ſecond time, and com- 
mitted. 

At four o'clock the Houſe proceeded to ballot for a Secret 


F Committee, to examine the finances of the country. The 


ballot being over at half paſt five, the following members 
were Choſen. | 


Thomas Stanley, Eſq. 2 Crewe, Eſq. 
William Baker, Eſq. Francis Gre or, Eſq. 
Right Hon. Thomas Ste-le, _ J. H. Addington, Eq. 

RK. B. Sheridan, Eſq.. . K. Burdon, Eſq. 
Charles Yorke, Eſq. Henry Thornton Eq. 
Charles Abbot, Eſq. John Harriſon, Eſq. 

Hop. St. Andrew St, John. Right Hon. D. Ryder, 


B. P. Care , E g. 
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The Chancellor of the Exchequer brought up the Bill for 
enabling the Bank of England to ilue notes in payment 
of che demands upon them, inſtead of caſh ; purſuant to the 
late Order of Council to that effect. The Bill was read a 
firſt time, ordered to be printed, and read a ſecond time on 
'L hurſday next. + 

The becreiary at Mar obtained leave to briog in a Bill 
to encreale the rates that ſhouid be given to innkeepers and 
victuallers for the quartering of ſoldiers upon them. 

On the queſtion, that the Vagrants Bill be committed, a 


converſation aroſe between Mr. "Mainwaring and Mr. Hen- 
ufer Major, when the Bill was ordered to be committed to 


a Sclect Commit:ce, and that all who ha Ve voices to attend 
the ſame. 


PUBLIC RETRENCHMENTS. 
Mr. Harriſm ſaid, in conſequence of the notice I gave, 


J riſe, Mr. Speaker, to ſubmit to the conſideration of the 


Houſe my reaſons for the motion which I ſhall have the 


honour of laying before them. 


There is a marked ſimilitude in the ceconomyof public af- 


fairs to that of the private concerns of an individual, that 
muſt ſtrike the attention of every one who has made it the 
object of his conſideration. From the ſame cauſes the ſame 
effects are produced, and the ſame conſequences unavoidably 
follow. We all are ſenſible into what ſituation an indivi- 
dual muſt. be brought who is purſuing a ſyſtem of expendi- 
ture ſo much beyond the receipt of his income, as only to be 


ſupported by creating new burthens upon his eſtate, till the 


Income itlelf is abſorbed, and ſwallowed up by the incum- 


brances he has brought up n it. Yet, melancholy as the 
reflection mult be, alarming as the conſequences mult appear, 
ſuch is the ſituation into which the corrupt and unbounded 


prodigality of Miniſters have brought the finances of this 


Kingdom. And after all thoſe delufions and miſrepreſenta- 
tions by which they have endeavoured to keep the evil out 
of light, it has at laſt broke forth with redoubled violence, 


and has compelled Miniſters to take that unfortunate ſtep a 
which might deſtroy the credit of the nation, in the face of 


all Europe, and muſt impreſs the mind of every well wiſher 


to his country, with the deepeſt and molt melancholy reflec- 


tions. It is natural to ſuppoſe that Miniſters wouldof them 
ſelves, under the preſſure of ſuch difficulties, have ſought to 
aſſiſt the wants of the public by endeavouring to leſſen the 
waſte of the public noney, by retrenching the e 
in 


3 
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in the emoluments attached to that number of uſeleſs and 


__ unneceſſary ſinecure offices and places, with little or no 
official duty annexed to them, that are to be found in every 
efhcial department through the kingdom. When they were 


ſearching every hole and corner in the poor man's dwelling 
houſe to find ſome object of his comfort as the ſoùrce of 


taxation, one ſhould have thought they would not have over- 


looked their own ſituation, as offering ſome ſource of aflilt- 


ance to the public in its neceſſity. No, Mr. Speaker, that 5 
was the furtheſt from their thoughts; not that ſo ample a 


field could eſcape their obſervation, as the effects of it was 


cConſtantly before their eyes. They riſe up in the morning. 
ſurrounded with the ſplendor which it produces, and go to 


reſt ſatiated with the luxuries which it affords. Yet! Have 


they in any one inſtance, endeavoured to aſſiſt the public out 


of the enormous emoluments which wany of them have had 


heaped upon them. If any finccure office or place becomes 


vacant, inſtead of letting it reſt as a relief to the public, it is 


ſcized with avidity, and as if they were afraid any more 
virtuous than themſelves might ariſe, we ſee them even 
granting reverſions, to preclude others from relieving the 
public from ſuch uſeleſs burthens when it might be done 
without injury to individuals. As the difficulty in the ſtate 


increaſes, as the danger preſſes harder upon them, the pro- 
digality and extravagance in every official department in- 
creaſes likewiſe. They feel their tottering ſituation, and 
endeavour to uphold themſelves and to retain their ſupport, 
by new ſources of prodigality and corruption. We ſee new 
boards eſtabliſhed, new places created, perſons long eſtabliſſi- 


ed in offices, removed with grants of penſions and ſinecure 
places to them and their deſcendants, not becauſe from age 
or health they have been found unable to diſcharge the 


dutics of their ſtation, but, on the contrary, in the full power 
of acting, and in the habitoal knowledge of the routine of 


the department in Which they have been employed, and are 


only made to withdraw with this charge upon the public, 


that they may make room for others to fill their (tation. It 
is fuch prodigality that has brought this country into the 
ſituation in which it now ſtands, and ſhall we, as guardians 

of the public purſe, if we have any longer pretenſions to be 


called ſo, not ſtep forward and uſe our endeavours to ſtop 
ſuch a ſyltem of prodigality and corruption. I have no 


ſeruple of ſaying there is a ſyſtem of influence and corrup- 
ion prevailing amonglt : us to a degree, Which, it. we e do nul 
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overcome, it will bear down and overcome the Conſtitution of 
this country. I am convinced it may be legally and quietly 
corrected by proviſions made within theſe walls. If it is not, 
it is my opinion, my firm belief, that it will be done turbu- 
lently from without. I will put it to the feeling of ever 
well-wiſher to his country, which alternative he would chuſe. 
Is there an alarmiſt, if he is ſincere in his apprehenſion of what 
he profeſſes to be afraid, who will not go along with me in 
thinking, that to remove tlie cauſe is the ſureſt way of pre- 
venting the effect. But Miniſters encreaſe the cauſe of com- 
plaint, and endeavour to counteract the effect by creating 
ſtrong and unconſtitutional power. In times like the preſent, 
with the encreaſed preſſure of taxes, and the (till further bur- 
thens which muſt unavoidably be laid upon the people at large, 
does it not become prudent to ſhew the people an inclination 
in Government to make every poſſible faving in the expendi- 
ture of that money which is ſo hardly drawn from thein ? 
What will they think of Miniſters, at this time, if they uſe 
that very power and influence to ſtop any proceedings that 
may tend to leſſen and diminiſh the evil of which they fo juſt- 
ly complain? Much as any faving to the public, at this time 
of preſſure and difficulty, muſt and ought to weigh in the 
minds of every one who has the intereſt and welfare of his 
country at heart, yet, J am free to confeſs, that there is ano- 
ther conſideration that weighs ſtrongly in my mind : the in- 
| fluence that is created by the unbounded patronage that it 
places in the hands of the Miniſter, and which, it muſt be ob- 
vious to any one, bears down the exerciſe of free judgment and 
opinion in our conſideration. To that we may attribute the 
_ commencement and continuance of this ruinous and unfortu- 
nate war; to that we muſt attribute the accumulation of mis- 
fortunes that have been brought upon this country, and which 
are hanging with encreaſing weight over our heads, ready, if 
not averted, to cruſh and deftroy this once flourithing king- 
Som. 
To the ſame cauſe may we attribute that obſtinate perſever- 
ance in that unfortunatè conteſt with America, but which at 
laſt opened the eyes of the people, and made them call for 
retrenchment in ſo loud à voice, that the Miniſter of the day 
durſt not reſiſt, and was compelled to yield to the temper of 
the times, and eſtabli ſh a commiſſion to inveſtigate the actual 
ſtate and manner in which the buſineſs of the different oſſices 
was carried on; and though much waſte oi the public money 
was made to appear, and much corruption and prodigality was 
brought. to light, yet little, in compariſon of the magnitude 


and 


are returned into other offices, but ſtill the public ou | 
know the ſervice to which they are applied. There is a fee of 
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and extent of the evil, was ever done in conſequence of it: 


and ſince that time the ne- created boards, the management 
of the Eaſt India Company's aitairs, and variety of newereated 


offices and eltabliſhments, and cncreafed fees and emoluments, 
have greatly overbalanced any reduction that has been made 
in the uſeleſs expenditure of the public money, or the undue 
influence that is created by it. I am afraid I may be thought 


to treſpaſs tov much on the patience of the Houſe, by pro- 
ducing particular inftances of the prevalence of that ſyſtem 
which ſo glaringly ſtands forth in every official ſtation we can 
caſt our eyes tpon, yet, with their permiſion, J will, as 


ſhortly as may be, touch upon a few, to bring the general 1 
ject L have in view to their conlideration. 


In the arrangement on the revival of the office of Thind -— AF 
cretary of State, the public was ſaddled with penſions to the 


amount of gol. per annum, beſides above as much more for 
the expence of the office itſelf. In the War Office there is an 
accumulation of tees to an enormous amount; ſome of them 


ght to 


one guinea on every hundred pounds on contingent hills and 
extraordinaries of the army, called the Guenca Fee, which, 


from the immenſe expenditure at this time, muſt amount to a 
very great ſum; add to that, the fees paid for all commiſſions 
and changes 1 in the army, and for recruiting and beating orders, 


muſt, in the whole, amount to an incredible ſum. "There is 
another circumſtance which will prove the total want of atten- 
tion on the part of Miniſters: in the year 1 


the agents to the Government. The agents, however, made 


it out but 246,000l. The accounts were delivered into the 
office on the 20th of September, 1791, but they were ante 


dated to the 30th of April, the day before the preſent Secretar 
at War came into office. I will fairly confets, Sir, that my 


object is not ſolely to obtain a retrenchment, but to bring to 
the notice of the Houſe the total diſregard of expenditure in 
every depg rtment. The manner in which very expenſive 
works are carried on, without eſtimate or contract, as in the 
barracks now erecting in the liberty of Peterborough, muſt | 
ſubject the public to great impoſition and encreaſe of expence 
beyond what might be abſolutely neceſſary. In the navy de- 


partment, the due performance of the duty of the reſpective 


offices, ſo eſſential to the public, that none ought to be diſ- 
charged” but by the perſons themlclves, but which, upon in- 


veſtigation, 


787 a Committee 
of Army Accounts was appointed to ſettle the balance of the 


army accounts. The balance proved to be 5£0,000l. from 


ing the impracticability of introducing any ſpecies of reform, 
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veſtigation, will be found by no means the cafe. This laſt 

ſummer the public was ſaddled with an increaſed falary of 
1600l. per annum to the eight Commiſſioners of the Navy, 
though one of them, the Victualting Board, was at the ſame 


time aboliſhed ; a continual charge is brought upon the public 


from the unneceſſary expence that is incurred by the erecting 
| 5 4 > . | . * * 
large houſes for the Port Admiral, the Deputy Governor cf 
Portſmouth, and the repairs of Carrifbrook Caſtle, in the Ie 


of Wight, &c. & which, as not abfolutely neceſſary, might 


at leaft have been ſpared at this time of general preſſure upon 


the public. Great fees ſtill remain payable at the Exchequer 
from all accountants that come before them. Multiplied 


boards for the collection of ſmall revenues are ſtill matter of 
great charge to the public, and proper objects for conſolidation 


and retrenchment. In the law offices great emoluments ariſe 


from a variety of abſolute ſinecure offices, or where the duty, 
if any, is diſcharged by a deputy, with very little compenſa- 


tion for his trouble. The Cuſtoms and Poſt Office will be 


found replete with uſeleſs ſinecure offices and appointments, 
and, in many inſtances, held by perſons in boroughs, for the 
purpoſe of creating parliamentary influence, with no connec- 
tion whatever to the nature of the appointment they fill, &c. 
We all know, Sir, that the perſons in the different eſtabliſh- 


ments of the houſchold are four, five, and ſix quarters in ar- 
Tears, while the greateſt extravagance and prodigality prevail 
in all other departments. But enough has been ſaid to con- 
' vince the Houſe of the neceſſity that exiſts for the enquiry that 


is the object of the motion w bick 1 ſhall ſubmit to them. 


c That the extent of the Supplies voted to Government, ſince the commence» 


ment of the prefent war, having cauſed ſo heavy an increaſe of taxes, it is the duty 


of this Houſe to enquire whether ſome relief to the burthens of the people, or pro- 
viſion for further expence, may nut be obtained by the reduction of uſeleſs places, 
finecure offices, exorbitant fees, and other modes of retrenchment in the expendi- 
ture of the public money.” „ „ | | 


Lord Fulham Ruſſell roſe to ſecond the motion. He ſaid, 


that this was not a time for thoſe who felt the critical and 


dangerous ſituation to which the country was reduced to re- 
main ſilent. It was a period when every man ought to come 


forward and declare his ſentiments.” Nothing but unanimity, 
not ſuch unanimity which had prevailed within the walls of 


that Houſe, could fave the country from that dilemma in 
which it was now placed by the impolitic meaſures and prodi- 
gal expenditure of the preſent Adminiſtration. Notwithſtand- 


and 
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and the oppoſition which had been made to that queſtion in 
every ſhape in which it had been agitated, the ſtorm when 


ready to burſt over their heads, had, perhaps, at length rouſed 
that ſenſe of danger which ought to have induced them to avert 
it by ſpeedier applications. Ihe melancholy events which had 


lately taken place, the meaſure of the Bank ſtopping payment, 


and the blow which public credit had received, perhaps would 
produce that effect which had been denied to the eloquence 


Which had painted the dangers with which we were threaten=- _ 
ed, and force the Houle to adopt that line of conduct they 


ought formerly to have purſued, and to renounce the deluſions 


| by which they have been miſted. He was fortified in theſe : 


opinions from an obſervation that the neceſſity of ſome reform 


had been recogniſed by almoſt every gentleman who had ſpoken _ 
on the preſent ſtate of public affairs. He now called upon 


them to evince the ſincerity of their profeſſions. He would 
not conceal, however, that he was fully convinced that a mere 


retrenchment was not ſufficient. Mere economical regula- 
ions would not be ſufficient remedies for our preſent ſituation. 


To fave the country, it would be neceſſaty to obtain the co- 


Operation of the people; and to obtain their co-operation, it 
was neceſſary to obtain their confidence. It was neceſſary, 
however, to accompliſh this, to. evince by ſome deciſive con- 
duct, to prove that they were not actuated by motives of per- 
ſonal aggrandiſement, that they were not employed merely in 
ſecuring power, places, and penſions for themſelves. At pre- 
ſent he would not go into the origin of the war, the diſregard 


of public intereſt which Miniſters had manifeſted, the princi= 


_ ples which they had held, and the dereliction of thoſe princi- 
ples which they had exhibited. He could not help remarking, 
however, the quantity of ſpecie which had been drained from 

this country to ſupport continental wars, the attacks which 


Miniſters had made on the functions of Parliament, and aſ- 
ſuming the power of ſending money out of the country without 
conſent of Parliament. He could not help remarking the ſpi- 
rit of hoſt: :lity to the people which had appeared of late years 


in the acts of Government, in proclamations, in reports of 
Committees, where the groſſeſt charges of diſloyalty and dif- 


affection are made againſt the people cf this country. It was 
impoſſible, with common patience, to conſider the expreſſions 


which the laſt ſpeech from the throne contained, in which 


Miniſters had made the moſt mild and benevolent Sovercign 


that ever ruled this country a{cribe the order and tranguillity. 
- which had prevailed, not to the ſentiments of loyalty and ar- 


tachment to the Conſtitation, but to the force which h ad been 
VOI. JI. 17 97. 'F 2 imooled 
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impoſed upon his ſubjected people. Was this a language to 


be borne ; was it a language fit to be uſed in ſuch times as 
the preſent? He truſted, however, that notwithſtanding the 
attempts which had been made to violate their rights, and 
to ſubdue their ſpirit, the people of this country were {till 
afhimated by the principles of liberty, and by ſentiments of 


attachment to that free conſtitution they once enjoyed, and 


that they ſtill were anxious to recover what they had loſt. 


Jo cherith and to keep alive theſe ſentiments, it was ne— 
ceſſary to reſtore them thoſe rights of which they had been 
_ deprived. Upon this ſubject he thould be unwilling to em- 


ploy the blandiſhment of eloquence, did he even poſſeſs the 
talent, and he had already ſeen with how Iutle effect it had 
been exerted by the ableſt orators. He was ſorry on ſuch a 
ſubject to appeal to any thing but the juſtice of the repreſen- 
tatives of the people, but, in the preſent criſis he called upon 
them by every conſideration which could influence. their 


minds to endeavour to draw forth and preſerve the attachment 


and confidence of the people by a proper reſpect for their 


rights and a real attention to their rn He concluded 


with ſeconding the motion. 

The Chancellor of the Palo ſaid—Sir, though the 
hon. mover, and the noble Lord who ſeconded the motion, 
have thought proper to enter into conſiderations, which ſo 
far from exactly applying to the ſubject before the Houſe, 
go a very great extent beyond it, it is not my intention to 


enter minutely into objects ſo completely unconnected with 


the preſent motion, and which we may have many oppor- 
tunities of diſcuſſing. It feems to me unneceſſary to trouble 


the Houle with any alluſions either to the origin, or conduct 


of the preſent war; or to take a review, or enter into a juſ- 
tification of the great and various queſtions which have been 
frequently agitated here. The noble Lord has in his ſpeech 


thought fit to > condemn the meaſures adopted by the laſt Par- 
liament, for the preſervation of the internal tranquillity of 


the kingdom, and the ſecurity of the ſtate. But, Sir, the 


| precautionary meaſures to which he has adverted were not, 


as he has been pleaſed to declare, retrenchments of the con- 


ſtitution, but eſſential. ſafeguards againſt lawleſs attacks 


levelled at the Britiſh conſtitution by a faction, which, 


though ſmall, was acting with the common enemy, and was 


openly proceeding not on Britiſh, but on French principles. 
The ſafety of the ſtate at that time depended on the wiſe and 


| Juſt precautions which it was found neceſſary to take; and 


though 


r 
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though I feel that any review of theſe tranſactions is foreign 


to the queſtion on which we are called to decide, yet I truit 


I may be allowed to notice the manner in which the noble 


Lord has referred to thoſe meaſures which were calculated to 
oppoſe any check to the progreſs of French principles: He 
has, Sir, taken great pains to reprobate the proceedings of 
Parliament on that momentous occation, and the ſpeech 


vrhich he has delivered in ſupport of his honourable friend's 


motion relates ſo littl- to the ſubject ot it, that it appears to 


have been prepared for another purpoſe, of which notice has 


been already given. | Mr. Pitt alluded to Mr. Fox's notice 


of moving for the repeal of the Treaſon and edition bills.“ 
But as theſe meaſures have been fully diſcuſſed and reſolved 
by Parliament, I cannot, until this Houle feels convinced of 


their error, ſuppoſe that they have agreed to improper pro- 
ceedings. While their reſolutions on thoſe ſubjects ſtand on 


record, I am authoriſ-d in aiſuming, that they have acted on 
Principles of public order againſt principles of anarchy and 


contuſion ; that they have ſupported the caufe of true liberty 


againſt the ravages of licentiouſneſs; that they have pro- 
tected religion and morality againſt the deſperate attempts 
of deſtructive innovation, and that they have preſerved our 
conſtitution inviolate from the bold and daring attacks of a 


faction acting in concert with the common enemy of free- 


dom, and ot public and private happineſs. So far, Sir, I 


conceive I have an undiſputed right to urgue on the ſolemn 
deciſion of this Houſe. With reſpect to the manner in 


which the honourable gentleman has opened his motion, 1 
am led to obſerve, that he has not entered into any ſpecific | 


grounds to ſupport it. He has confined himſelf to very 


general ſtatements, and he ſeems to have reſerved himſelf 55 


for a particular detail on ſome other opportunity. _ 
The hon. gentleman appears, from the words of his mo- 
tion, to have two different objects in view. The firſt re- 


Jates to the making retrenchments, and correcting profuſion 
in the eſtabliſhed offices of government, and in ſinecure 
places and penſions The ſecond has for its object an in- 
quiry into the ſtate of the national expenditure, and propoſes 
a check on the expences of the ſtate. This, it is needleſs 

for me to urge, is comprehended in a reſolution which has 


already paſſed this Houſe, to inquire into the finances of the 


country, and to conſider of the moſt practicable means for 


obtaining a diminution of the public expenditure, The hon. 


nene means to include in the inveſtigation which he 


ES propoſes, 
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propoſes, ſubjects of the molt extenſive and complicated na- 
ture. He wiſhes to embrace all the ordinary and extraordi- 
nary expences of the different branches of government. He 
extends his enquiry inte the diſburſements of the army, 


navy, and every public eſtabliſhment. I am ready to admit, 


that as far as this propoſition goes, it forms a ſubject wor- 
thy of the conſideration of the Houſe ; and the magnitude of 


it appears to be ſuch, that no man can ſay what will be the 


effect of it, or to what particular meaſures it may lead. 
Vet, Sir, the honourable gentleman bringing before the 


Houſe conſiderations of ſuch extenfive views, and of ſuch 
high importance, adopts a very ſingular mode of proceeding. 


He does not think proper to offer matters ſo momentous and 


complicated in their relations in a direct manner to Parlia- 
mentary diſcuſſion, but ſtates them as the object of a colla- 
teral enquiry, and introduces them immediately after his 
motion for retrenchment in the offices of government. Cer- 


tainly the honourable gentleman will not deny that there is 


an extreme difference between both objects: for the check 
which he propoſes on the public expences very much ex- 
ceeds in importance that reform which he wiſhes ſhould take 


place in the eſtabliſhment and ſalaries of public offices. The 
diſtinction between theſe two objects being ſo evident, as 


the latter does not form any part whatever of the propoſition 
formerly ſubmitted to the Houſe by the honourable gentle- 


man, nor of the notice which he gave of his motion of this 
night, I muſt conſider the manner of introducing it not only 


irregular, but inadequate to the magnitude of the enquiry 
which he propoſes to eſtabliſh. I alſo think it neceſſary to 
remind gentlemen, that the objects which it comptehends 


forms the grounds of my motion for the appointment of the 


Committee which has been this night choſen by ballot. 1 0 
ſtated in general terms, previous to my bringing forward 
that motion, the various points to which the attention of the 


Committee was to be directed, but I could not, until I ap- 


pointed that Committee, proceed to offer in a ſpecific manner 


each of theſe points. I therefore only ſtated that it was my 
wiſh and deſire to move, as an inſtruction to the Committee, 


that after enquiring into, and aſcertaining the whole ſtate of 
the finances of the country, after reviewing the whole 
amount of the debt which had been incurred during the war, 
after inveſtigating the proviſion which had been made to 


meet it, after conſidering the probable amount of the total 


expence of public ſervice for the whole of the year 1797, 
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and the ſums now applicable for defraying it; I ſay, Sir, 


after taking theſe ſteps, it was alſo my intention to move 
that further inſtruction ſhould be given to the Committee to 


exerciſe a full power in forming and digeſting a plan for 


controlling the public expenditure, and to enquire and re- 


port upon the beſt and moſt practicable means for obtaining 


a a diminution thereof. I therefore, Sir, am not a little ſur- 


priſed, after ſtating theſe meaſures in general terms, mea- 
ſures which I contend have been ſanctioned by the unani- 


mous concurrence of the Houſe, in conſequence of the ap- 
pointment of the Committee for the profelled and acknow- 
ledged conſideration of thoſe very objects, that the honour- 
able gentleman ſhould now bring forward a motion to the 


ſame end, and without any previous notice whatever. The 


Inſtruction for the Commiitce, the nature of which I had 


thus before ſtated in general terms, I held in my hand ready 
to move, when the hon. gentleman brought forward his mo- 


tion; for I certainly did not think any new propoſition on 
the ſame ſubject could be urged, after an exprels declaration 
of my delire that the molt ſpeedy and eitectual meaſures 
| ſhould be taken which went to retrench the great and heavy 


expences of war, and were of ſuperior magnitude to any di- 


minutton that might be expected in the falaries of the public 


offices. Without entering at this moment into a particular 


diſcuſſion, whether there exiſt any ſpecific grounds to au- 
thorize the Houſe to proceed to a reduction of uſeleſs offices, 
or to a retrenchment of profuſe ſalaries, I 'can only ſay, that 
it is not my with to oppole an enquiry to that effect. But 1 
feel I ſhould not do my duty to the Houſe and the public, if 
I were to agree to any other examination than that which 


i have propoſed, and which has received the concurrence of 


the Houſe. The honourable gentleman has, however, 
neglected many important, and indeed neceſſary conſidera- 
tions in ſuggeſting his motion. He ſeems, in the firſt place, 
to have been unmindful that the limits of the propoſed re- 
duction ſhould be expreſsly declared. He next forgets, that 
the ſteps which have been already taken to effect the ſame 
end, ſhould be ſubmitted to the conſideration of Parliament, 
as a guide to direct their meaſures ; and above all, that no 
ill-founded hope may be raiſed without fully looking into 
the ſubject on which your deciſion is to be formed. If it 
can appear that retrenchment, both in the number and ex- 
pence of public oflices, is calculated to promote the public 


_ ſervice, 
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| fervice, I am convinced there is no man in this Houſe, that 
will oppoſe it. But the queſtion now before us, is what are 


the ſpecific. grounds on which the honourable gentleman 
brings forward his motion? It is incumbent on him to 
point out in a deciſwe manner, abuſes which are ſaid to 
exiſt in the performance of duties, or in payments for ſer- 


vices which are not done for the public. I know, Sir, how 


very eaſy it is to give credit out of doors to the reports of 
abuſes in finecure places and penſions, but |] really believe 
it is a ſubject as much miſtaken as any other of a public na- 
ture. I therctore think, in whatever way the enquiry may 
terminate, that it will be of much utility, If it can be 
ſhewn that there are ſtrong grounds for correQing abuſes, 
much may be gained for the public good; but it, on the 


_ contrary, it ſhall appear that there are no ſpecific grounds 


to warrant a mealure ot that kind, and that the idea of the 


prevalence of abuſes in the offices of the ſtate is erroneous, 


much alſo is gained by removing an opinion, which might 
otherwiſe diminith the national confidence. Offices of very 
different deſcriptions come within the honourable gentle- 


man's motion: The firſt which preſent themſelves to notice 


are abſolutchy neceſſary, and in reſpe& to them the enquiry 
fairly ſtated is, whether or no the number of offices is more 


than the different duties of them require; and ſecondly, 
whether the reward for the exerciſe of the various talents 
and induſtry neceſſary for the due execution of them is too 


reat? It in ght alſo form a moſt important conſideration, 
Whether the ſame talents, the ſame diligence, and perſever- 
ance, at preſent employed in the performance of the duties 
annexed to theſe offices, might not be rewarded in an equal 


or ſuperior manner, were they applied to and exerted in the 


cuſtomary purfuits of life? I have, Sir, no heſitation in ſay- 


ing, that it is an unjuſt idea to imagine, that the abilities 
and labour devoted to the ſervice of the public ſhould not be 
paid as well. and to the full as liberally by the public, as 


thoſe which are applied in private life to the intereſt of in- 


dividuals, and which are rewarded by individual compenſa- 
tion. Next to the offices which I have noticed, and which 


muſt be viewed in a neceſſary light, come to thoſe which 


relate to ſtate duties. Many of them are attended with con- 


ſiderable expence for the maintenance of the relative duty 
they ſhould hold, to the high ranks in life of thoſe. near 
whom they are placed. If we look into the various offices, 


| connected with the army, the navy, and the revenue, we 
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| ſhall find, that the wages they receive are not bightr than 


thoſe they might earn "by an equal exertion in private life, 
from individuals; ; and therefore, Sir, the real ſtate of the 


queſtion appears to be, whether they are paid in a larger 


way by the public, than they would be by particular per- 
ſons, for the performance of equal ſervices? I only ſtate 


this, that gentlemen may turn it in their minds, and not be 
induced to take up the matter in a general view. There 
are unqueſtionably offices of another deſcription, of leſs 
- buſineſs and with fewer duties attached to them; but I 


think it neceſſary to oblerve, that they ariſe out of our an- 
cient manners, and are in fact, the remnants of former 


times, attached to the ſplendor of Majeſty, and attendaut 
on the dignity of monarchy. I am not inclined to ſay 
what ſhould be the exact ſum for duties of this kind. I 
only maintain, that fuch offices have ever exiſted; and 
ſuch has been the cultom of all countries which have been 


governed by. monarchs. This cuſtom has been interwoven 


in our conſtitution, and forms an appendage to our mixed 
government; not for the diſplay of idle parade; not for the 
Jooſe gratification of idle vanity, but produced by the man- 
ners of our anceſtors, and continued for the dignified conſiſt- 
ency of appearance in the king of a great and free people. 
_ Having noticed this branch of public duties, I ſhall only ob- 
lere; chat though not included in the firſt claſs, they ſhould 
notwithſtanding be conſidered as connected with your conſti- 


tution of mixed monarchy. Another deſcription of offices 
is of a more indivious nature than any J have yet mentioned. 


I allude to ſinecure places, which, notwithſtanding the ridi- 


cule and ſeverity with which they may be commented on by 
ſome gentlemen, are capable of being looked at with the eye 


of reaſon. I ſhall, Sir, ſhortly ſtate the principles on which 
they ſtand. They ſtand on the invariable cuſtom of this coun- 

try; they are recognized by the ſolemn decifions of Parlia- 
ment. It will not, I truſt, be denied, that the fair principle of 


honourzble reinungration has ever been held a ſacred con- 


ſideration. It will not, I hope, be conteſted, that a proviſion = 
and retreat for a life devoted to the public ſervice, has ever 

been deemed a juſt and irreſiſtible motive for conferring per- 
manent rewards. The queſtion then preſents itſelf, whether 


at the inſtant when one common ſweep is deſigned, to remove 
all offices in which actual duty is not performed, whether re- 


munexration for actions done in the ſervice of the ſtate is a 


wit, a x Juſt, and an 2 uſeful principle? Another enquiry Will 
naturally 
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naturally ariſe, and that is, whether the mode in which 
they are diſtributed is more liable to abuſe than any other? 
In the conſideration of this queſtion I will not confi- 
dently maintain, that the firſt principle of remunera- 
tion may not ſometimes be miſapplied, as it frequently de- 
pends on chance, diſcretion, and various cauſes which it 
is unneceſſary for me to enumerate. It may alſo be objected 
that it cannot be aſcertained by a preciſe rule how to re- 
ward preciſe merit. But then, Sir, | ſay can any other 
method more efficacious, more independent of abuſes, 
and leſs liable to errors be adopted? Can any other 
mode be pointed out in which chance and diſcretion are 
to be completely laid afide ? Suppoſe, Sir, for a moment, 
that even an application to Parliament ſhould be made, 
the conſtitutional way of beſtowing this kind of rewards, 
can it be imagined that ſuch a proceeding would pro- 
duce leſs complaining than the prefent way in which they 
are conferred? I beg, therefore, gentlemen will not con- 
_ clude, becauſe there may be ſome offices connected with 
Government which it may be wiſe to reform, that all are 
_ indiſcriminately to be wiped away. I ſhould imagine, that 
a correct and particular ſtatement ought to be made of 
uſeleſs offices, and exceſſive ſalaries; that ſpecific objeQions 
ſhould be precilcly ſtated, and thus, by purſuing an authentie 
detail, the Houſe might be enabled to entertain a probability 
of the ſaving which could be made for the country. But, 
Sir, if without adhering to any of theſe indiſpenſible mea- 
ſures ; if without eſtabliſhing a proper clue, which in the 
eourſe of enquiry would lead to a juſt concluſion, you were 
to precipitate this buſineſs, I muſt contend, that inſtead of 
ſtriving to meet the popular opinion, inſtead of ſerving the 
_ eſſential intereſts of the nation, you would, on the contrary, 
act in oppolition to both, and even excite general diſcontent. 
In ſuch a caſe, the Houſe would not do juſtice to themſelves, 
nor to their conſtitutents. This is not however the firſt 
time you have been called on to interfere in ſimilar conſi- 
derations. The honourable Gentleman brought forward, 
in the laſt Parliament, a reſolution of the fame nature which 
he has this night propoſed ; and the event of it is freſh in 
every perſon's recolleion. In a former Parliament, a 
plan, which contained a particular detail, which furniſhed 
a full ſtatement of the grounds of the application, and which 
went to a general economical reform, was bronght forward 
by a right honourable Gentleman, who is no longer a mem- 
der of this Houſe . Burke). Vet Parliament at that 
period 
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period, and in an hour of confeſſed neceſſity, with every poſ- 


{ible authority before them, with every document which a 
well digeſted and a judicioufly executed plan could een 
with the report of the committioners inveſted with powe 


to examine into the various branches co! mprehen ided in the 


propofed reform: I fay, Sir, Parliament, wt h all theſe au- 
thorities before them, which the molt exalied talents or the 
molt minute inveſtigation could ſupply, proceeded in a very 

cautious and limitted manner. They abolithed ſome offices, 
and reduced the value of others; but they did not allow 
themſelves. to extend their reform beyond a prudential and 
conſtitutional line of conduct; and what can not be too 


_ cloſely attended to, they effected no change nor modification 


Whatever, without the aid of incont: -overtible evidence, and 
the aſſiſtance of politive fact. They wiſely lopped off what- 
ever was proved to be ſuperfluous, and they made reductions 
to the amount of many thouſand pounds. To them were 
added ſavings by the commiſſioners of his Majeſty's treaſury, 
which were confirmed by the vote of Parliament. But 
when they came to inveſtigate the offices held under the 


Exchequer, and proceeded to take into their confideration 


the nature of the tenure by which ſinecure places were held, 


they did not think fit entirely to lop them off. The tellers 
of the Exchequer, and feve; -al other offices were retained 
and recognized by the reſolution of Parliament as necellary 


to be continued. Such was the opinion of the right hon. 
Gentleman who propoſed the reform, and ſuch were the 
ſentiments even of ſome Gentlemen whom I now lee over 

againſt me. A conſiderable reduction was then alſo affected | 
in different offices of the cuſtoms, while ſome were entirely 
dropped; and, with reſpect to ſubordinate employments, 

large additional lavings were made. I have now to oblerve, 


that in all theſe retrenchments the Honſe proceeded on the 


general and acknowledged principle of remuneration for 
public ſervices which I have already ſtated; and of ſuch 
weight was that principle, that even Mr. Burke himſelf, 
though animated with the molt enthuſiaſtic zeal to carry his 
plan into executibn, was on every occaſion ready to recognize. 
not only the wiſdom, but the neceflity of adopting it. | 


maintain, Sir, that ſinecure offices are given in the nature 


of freeho'd tenure. Parliament has expreſsly. ſaid, they will 
_ refpect them as freehold property, and if, in anſwer to this 
ſolemn declaration, it is urged that Parliament may reſcind 
their förmer reſolutions, 1 ſay they may, by a-parity of reaſon- 
ing, deſt roy every xindof property in the country. But to dwell 
Vox. i!. 1207. Uu 5 any 


- 8 


— —7— A OO 
— — —— - 


_— —— 


* - —— - 
— — — = 


IE - 
- — — — a — cmat—_— 


3 — 
8 — 


—— üñ jü 


general opinion of this Houſe when I fay that you - worthily 


330 WOODFALL'S PARLIAMENTARY REPORTS; Co, 


any longer on this kind of argument would be too abſurd to 
merit attention, and | have only to obſerve, that we oughtnot to 
loſe fight, even for an inſtant, of thoſe grand principles which 


lead to and are inſeparable trom the adminiſtration of public 
Juſtice. I repeat, Sir, it is my ſincere and earneſt wiſh, 


that the Houſe ſhould aſcertain the particular offices which 
may be paid beyond the duties annexed to them, and beyond 
the truſt and reſponſibility which attach to them. But until 


that great and neceſſary meaſure takes place you cannot pro- 


ceed to retrench or to lop off. I muſt once more entreat 
the attention of the Houſe, to the nature of the honourable 


Gentleman's motion, and to the time on which it is propoſed. 


The tendeney of it is completely included in the inſtruction 


of which I have already given a general ſtatement, and 


which | have given notice 1 ſhould move for the direction of 
the Committee, and it is brought forward at the very moment 


| when a general inveſtigation is ſet on foot with reſpe& to 
the whole finance of the country, and with a view to aſcer- 


tain a plan for controlling the public expenditure. „ 
If, therefore, Sir, it hould be the opinion of the Houſe 


to refer to the Committee the ſubject of the honourable Gen- 


tleman's motion, as part of the general enquiry with Which 


it was intended they ſhould be entruſted, it would be an eaſy 


matter, if the words of the inſtruction were thought too ge- 


neral, to introduce particular terms that might peculiarly 
ſpecify it. On theſe grounds I oppole the motion, convinc- 
ed as | am, that were | to agree to it, the public could de- 
rive no benefit from it, and that J myſelf ſhould become a 
party in the diſappointment, and in the deluſion of the peo- 
ple. | therefore move the previous queſtion. 


The Speaker read the original motion, after which he put 
the previous queſtion. 1 . 


Mr. Sheridan in ſubſtance ſaid. It is not poſſible to add 
much by way of argument to the propoſition which is now 
before you, becauſe nothing can, in my apprehenſion, be 
more clearly the duty of this Houſe than to enquire whether 
| anv relief may not be found to the people of this country by 
the abolition or retrenchment of ſinecure places and penſions. 
Upon this propoſition, however clear as it is, the previous 

queſtion has been moved and ſeconded, or in other words, it 
has been moved that this is an untimely propoſition, and that 


we are not at this moment in a ſituation in which ſuch a 
propoſition ought to be canvaſſed FT 


With due reſpe& to you, Sir, I believe I only ſpeak the 


fill 


- 
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fill that chair, and that it ought to be underſtood that you are 
the higheſt authority in this Houſe; but when I ſtate that 


you are the ſuperior authority, I ought to correct my expreſ- 
ſion, at leaſt in the opinion of one individual, for the right 


honourable-Gentleman who has juſt ſat down has told us that 
he is ſuperior to you. He ſtands up and boldly avows that 
he has appointed a Committee; the exprefſion was a very 
remarkable one, he ſaid, «© When J appointed the Commit- 
tee.” It was not a flip, for the very notice that was taken 
of it at the moment it was uttered called on the right ho- 


nourable Gentleman to retract or qualit it, or to make ſome 


apology for having uttered it; but he did no ſuch thing. . 
believe he diſdained to make any apology. I thould not 
have taken notice of the words if 1 conſidered them as a 


mere ſlip, but believing them to be no flip, I am bound to 


take them as the genuine ſentiment of the right honourable 


Gentleman. Tt is only one more ſpecimen of his arrogance 
than we have witneſſed before, and which he cannot deny. 


In my humble apprehenſion, the whole of the queltion will 
turn upon this very point, for the right honourable Gentle- 
man does not deny that there ought to be an enquiry into 


this ſubje&, but his difficulty is that he does not know what 


my honourable friend means to follow up with the pledge 


which he has propoſed to the Houſe by his motion, but he 


ſays he thinks the proper object of the motion will be at- 
_ tained by ſomething which he has himſelf determined upon; 
for he ſays that ever ſince he appointed the Committee, he 
had a certain paper, which he intended to move as inſtruc- 
tions to that Committee which will anſwer all the beneficial 
_ purpoſes for which the motion of my honourable friend is in- 
troduced. This theivs ns that he was ſincere when he ſaid 
he appointed a Cominittee, and he ſpoke correctly, for he 
_ certainly did appoint that Committee. That is the very 
thing that I complain of, and wiſh to prevent the repetition | 
of. I wiſh the motion of my honourable friend to be car- 


ried, and that it may be followed up by ſome meaſure that 


will prevent the Miniſter from appointing another Commit— 


tee; for I do not want to refer any public meaſure to a 
Committee appointed by him. I have heard it rumourcd 


that I am one of the Members who are appointed by the 


Miniſter upon a Committee, to which he ſays he will refer 


the material part of my friend's motion. Without meaning 
the leaſt perſonal diſreſpect to any of the Members of that 
Committee, I ſhall go into it with a perfect conviction that 
we ſhall make a report that will not in the leaſt ſatisfy the 
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minds of the public. | come now to the molt material part 


of the Miniſter's ſpeech upon the ſubje& which is now be- 


fore us. The leading features of that ſpeech tend to eftabliſh 
as a principle that corruption in public affairs is adapte 118 
the very nature of our Conſtitution, and that public buſineſ; 


cannot be carried on without corruption. He has reminded 


us of Mr. Burke's bill, which was brought into this 
Houſe in 1780, and carried into effect in 1782. That he 
calls a e of confeſſed neceſſity, but he doubts.whe- 
ther the ſame neceſſity exits now, or rather he denics it. 
No man doubted the ncece! lity then, and who are they 
who deny it now? Who will compare the ſituation of this 
country in the year 1780 with its ſituation at preſent, and 
lay, that the ne cet] ity of retrenchment is not infinitely great- 


er now than it was then? It is true the neceſſities of this 


country Were th ought to be great in the year 1780, and very 
oreat they were, but in then year 1780 the Bank of England 
had not ſtopt payment. Will any man in his ſenſes compare 


the two periods, and then tell me there is not now. a greater 


reaſon on the face of things at leaſt for examination 3 re- 
trenchment than ihere was then? The Miniſter's propoſition 
goes to this extent, that ſinecures and places of great emolu- 


ment ought to be held in this country; that to aboliſh them 


all would be injurious to the public. I believe that ſome- 
thing of this kind, but in a limited degree, was admitted at 
the time when Mr. Burke's Bill paiſed. But taking this 
qualified doctrine to be correct, and I do not difpute it, will 


the Miniſter, or will any of hols Who lit around him demy, 


that fince the paſſing of Mr. Burke's Bill places of great 
emolument and patronage have been created? that fees 
which were ſuppoſed to be aboliſhed by that Bill have been 
renewed? Have they not revived that which ſtood in the very 
front of that Bill as an object of final extinction, the office 
of third Secretary of State? I fay it has been proved that 


ſome of the things which were intended to be lopped off 


by that bill have been revived. I tay the Miniſter himfelf 
holds ſome things which ought to be lopped off. Does he 


deny it? What will he ſay of the ſeminary which was eſta- 


bliſhed for young ſtatemen? Will he tell exactly what his 
own fees are? and will he maintain that they are abſolutely 
neceſſary, and that none of them are received by him, but 
for proper ſervices rendered to the public. 

At the time when Mir, Burke's Bill paſſed, it meant EEE in- 


| tended that there ſhould ſoon follow a regulation with reſpect 
to wy foreſts and crown lands; but of them the Miniſter did 


not | 
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ſo often mentioned, the great patronage and influence they 


created were held forth as things to be aboliſhed, The Mi- 


niſter may ſay, there are many offices in the Treaſury and 


other public departments that are not over-paid. I verily 3 


lieve there are; many of them I know to be very laborious 
ones, ſore of which 1 believe to be under- paid; but does that 


prove that there are none of them over-paid? Indeed, when 


any man tells me fo, I feel the abſurdity fo much, that I can 


hardly return a grave anſwer to ſuch an aſſertion. T will 
pledge myſelf to this Houſe, and to this country, to ſhew that 


all the waſte and prodigality which attends places, penſions, 
and abuſes of various public offices, is ſo great, as to be ſuffi- 


cient to maintain with bread all the labouring poor of this 
country. I do not ſpeak haſtily and at random. I have in- 
formation to proceed upon, for I have been in a ſituation in 


which I had an opportunity of examining into theſe matters, 


J hold a paper, that was put into my hand, that will tend to 


illuſtrate what 1 now ſay. It relates to a meritorious officer 


under the Crown, an honourable Gentleman who fits oppoſite 


to me (Mr. Roſe). He is a Secretary to the Treaſury, with 
a ſalary of 3,200. a year; Clerk of Parliament, that is Clerk to 
the Houſe of Lords, 4,000]. Maſter of the Pleas with another 


large falary „and ſeveral other offices, which make in all up- | 
wards of 10,000l. a year. I am not denying the merit of that 


honourable Gentleman himſelf (Mr. Pitt); I believe we ſhall 
find that he holds fome that are not very laborious. Or if we 
take a view of the fituation of a noble Lord, a near connec- 


tion of his ( Lord Grenville), who for a ſhort time filled that 


chair ; he holds a great finecure office, which was given to 


him ſome time ago; and whatever may be his merits, it is cer- 


tain that he has nor earned that ſinecure by a very long, or 


very laborious. employment in the public ſervice. Theſe are 
only a few things which TI refer to; but there are inſtances 


after inſtances which might be given of offices held, for which 
long and laborious ſervices cannot be pleaded. I ſhall not go 


through them, becauſe I know the Houſe would not have an 


pleaſure in the recital, TI ſhall only mention thoſe few, to 


ſhew 


25 
not ſay a ſingle word this night; althWugh at the time IJ have 


oo — Jn pe — - 
0 is a Hyman 


honourable Gentleman; but when we are told that offices are 
paid on account of great and laborious duties, for God's ſake _ 
let us underſtand the thing as it is; let us aſk, Whether all 
theſe offices, for inſtance, are performed by that honourable _ 
Gentleman? and then let us a!% ourfelves, Whether there is 
any thing here that may witli ſafety to the public be lopped 
off? Suppoſe we turn our eyes to the ſituation of the right 
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ſhew upon what foundation the Mainitter reſts his gener-l af- 
ſertion of the neceſſity of theſe things. The main queſtion 
for this Houle to cone r, and which they ought to conſider 
attentively, is this, Is there or is there not a general impreſſion 


abroad that theſe things are grievous, and that by lopping 
many of them off the public may have conſiderable relief? for 
I agree with the Miniſter, that, unleſs that be ſo, it is idle to 
have recourſe to, and very blameable to hold out to the pub- 
lic, any hope of relief from ſuch a ſource. The Minifter 
ſeems to be much afraid of deluding the public with too much 
hope from ſuch a reſource as this. I can tell him that I know 
the public have great expectations upon this ſubject, and if he 


ſets about it properly the public will not be deluded, for there 
is much to be done to relieve them in this way. I do not look 
to the relief which the public will have in a pecuniary ſenſe by 
the reduction of uſcleſs places merely, but I look allo to the 


effect which that reduction wil} have: it will deſtroy that in- 


fluence whic. has contributed ſo much to our undoing. Had 


this been done before the commencement of the war, we 


ſhould not have had the hundreds of millions added that have : 
| been added to our national debt; we ſhouid not have had to 


mourn over the hundreds of thouſands, and even millions, of 
our fellow-creatures, whoſe lives have been ſacrificed to carry 
Such we ſee has been the etlect of this war; and the 
controul over theſe uſeleſs places has been one of the moſt 
powerful means by which Miniſters have been enabled to carry 
it on; and that is the point of view in which I contider theſe 


things forinidable and calamitous to this country. The Minit- | 


ter talks of the expectation of the public, as if he was perfectly 
at eaſe upon the matter. Does he reflect upon the impreſſion 


he has made upon the public mind by the bribery he has ein- 
ployed to gain votes in this Houſe, in adviſing his Majeſty to 


make fo laviſh a diſtribution of the peerage? There are no 


| Tefs than 160 Peers created finze the commencement of the 
preſent Adminiſtration, 


When we fee the people ſuffering 
their burdens with ſuch an admirable patience, have we no 


reaſon to apprehend that they will reflect on theſe things? 


And ſhould we wonder, if, at laſt, all which has been faid 


upon the neceſſity of the war by thoſe who have been lo fa- 


voured, was only ſaid by them to anſwer the views they had 


of their own aggrandiſement? That they were only purſuing 


what they had in view all their life-time ? This will thew the 
people that every public man who obtains rewards from the 
Min:fler, only thinks of his own intereſt, without the lealt at- 


tention to the public welfare. I have heard a member of this 


Houle 
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Houſe ſay, that ſome perſons were made Peers who were not 
fitter for that honour than his groom. But unfortunately for me 
I cannot call upon that gentleman to verify that fact here, for 
he is now made a Peer himſelf. 1 underſtand there is another 
batch of Peers about to be created; and, from the names I have 
ſeen, no doubt that, while opulence is deemed to be one of the 
requiſites for that diſtinction, as I think it is, they may be 
very fit; but when, ſeſſion after ſeſſion, this practice is follow- 
ed to keep up influence, what are the public to think? I am 
afraid their minds are made up upon the matter. Much re- 
ference has been had this night to the labours of Mr. Burke. I 
have read many of his productions, amongſt them a work en- 
titled “ Thoughts on a Regicide Peace.” Although I deteſt 
the principle on which that, as well as many others of that 
author's works is founded, yet there is a ſentiment in it which 
I think is founded in wiſdom. He ſpeaks of the neceſſity of 
railing the country to an eternal and vindictive war with France 
to reſtore moarchy. Let it be recollected, that, in recom- 
mending that to the country, he ſays, that it can only be done 
by the force of example. He adds, As well may we fancy 
that the fea of itſelf will ſwell, and that without winds the 
billows will inſult the adverſe ſhore, as that the groſs maſs 
of the people will be moved and elevated, and continue by a 
ſteady and permanent direction to bear upon one point, with- 
out the influence of {uperior authority, or ſuperior mind.” 
This obſervation I wiſh the Houſe to bear in mind. We cannot 

reaſonably call on the maſs of the people to bear their diſaſters | 
with patience, but from the pure example of men of ſuperior. 
minds and ſuperior authority. If ever there was a moment in 
which the higher claſſes ought to ſhew their diſintereſted diſ- 
poſitions, and their love of the public good, unmixed with any 
wilhes of their own advantage, it is the moment at which | am 
ſpeaking. Inſtead of which, to the ſhame of Government, 
and, in my opinion, to the ſna ne of this Houſe, there is a ge- 
neral principle cheriſhed which {npports corruption to an un- 
limited extent. I hope the Muſter will reflect on theſe. 
things, or at leaſt that this Houle will reflect on them. The 
Minister has faid, that he had in his contemplation to move 
inſtiuctions to the Committee, which will anſwer all the be- 
ficial purpoſes that are intended by this motion. It is a lit- 

tle remarkable that we never heard of theſe inſtructions before; 
and my honourable friend has given notice of his intention to 

bring the ſubject forward long before there was any mention of 

tiis Committee, and long be:u;- the Houſe could poſſibly en- 

tertain an idea that ſuch a reference was in contemplation, 
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The right honourable Gentleman may perſiſt in contriving to 


diſplay deluſion on deluſion ; but if the enquiry be referred to 


the Committee as he propoſes, the object of his endeavours 


will be completely thrown afide. A Miniſter may perſuade 
the Houſe to deſert its duty, but he will not be able to deceive 


the people. 


The Chancellor of the Eechioner ſaid, that, after the com- 
ment which had been made upon a part of his ſpeech, he 
thought it neceſſary for him to ſay a word in explanation. He 


really did not recolle& that he had ſaid He appointed a Com- 


mittee. It was impoſſible for him to intend to convey fuch an 
idea as that he had a appointed a Committee. If, therefore, 
he made uſe of ſuch an expreſſion, he would put it to the can- 


dour cf any man in the Houſe, without excepting the honour- 


able Gentleman who acculed him of it, whether it could be 


aſcribed to any thing but a lapſe, occaſioned by the warmth ot 5 : 


ſpeech in the hurry of public debate. 
Mr. Roſe faid, I am beyond meaſure aſtoniſhed, Mr. 


: Speaker, at the aſſertions which I have heard this night ref pect- 


ing the employments which I have the honour to hold, after 


the formal and politive denial which | made three years ago to 
aſſertions of a ſimilar nature. If the honourable Gentleman 8 


was not inclined at that time to take my word for the truth of 
declarations, he could at leaſt have made enquiry; and 
farely he has had ſufficient time and opportunity to do ſo, Of 


the offices which he has been pleated to enumerate as under 
my direction, I muſt aſſure the Houſe that three I do not 


hold, two I have not held for a confiderable time, and one I 
never held. The income of one is much leſs than he has 
ſtated, and the income of the other two is monſtroufly exag- 
gerated. One of them I acquired by a grant from the Crown, 
in a way which was open to me in conſequence of an Addreſs 


from the Houſe of Lords; and I with to know whether it be 


leſs honourable in me to poſſeſs a ſinecure place than it was in 


the right honourable Gentleman, below the honourable Gen- 


tleman who made the comment (Mr. Fox), who, during the 


time he was in Adminiſtration, held three ſinecure places. In 
regard to the Secretary's office of the Treaſury the hon. Gentle- 
man had greatly exaggerated the income. It is 3,509l.a year, 


and before I came into the office was much higher, being at that 
time ol. a year, which emolument my predeceſſor enjoyed. 


But when I came in, I told the Lords Commiſſioners that con- 


ceived it improper to let the profits of ſuch a ſituation fluctuate in 
eaceand war, and laccordingly fixed them below the loweſt peace 


cſtabliſhment. You will be pleaſed to obſerve, Sir, that I do 
not mention this in any other way than explanation. I do not 


complain 
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complain that I am not fully rewarded for my ſervices, for 
heaven knows I think I am rewarded well enough, though | cer- 
Cainly receive near 20001. a year leſs than my predeceſſor. Now, 
Sir, in regard to the more general declaration of the honour- 
able Gentleman, that the additions to the public eſtabliſh- 


ments are greater than they were before the reduction of Mr. 
Burke's Bill, that 1 deny; and ] ſhall ſoon be able to come 
to iſſue with the hunourable Gentleman about it, as it is no- 


likely ſoon to be tried. As to ſalaries, they are in general be- 
low the value of the ſervices for which they are performed. 1 
do remember a time, however, when the honourable Gentleman 
who is now fo ſtrenuous for enquiry and retrenchment, was 


averſe to ſuch grovelling and petty meaſures, as he termed. 


them. TI thall beg leave to reply to a few obſervations of the 
monourable Gentleman who ſpoke firſt this evening. There 
is a collector of fees, as the honourable Gentleman ſtated, but 


the fees are applied as the law intended them. The honour- 
able Gentleman ſtated, that the Commiſſioners of the Navy 
had 1000l. a year each. I believe they have but 700l. Some 
addition has lately been made to their ſalaries; and for What 


purpele ? Formerly the proviſions for the navy were ſupplied 
by agents and contractors, the friends of the Miniſter in the 
Houte of Commons, or by ſome of their connections, at a 
great expence; and this mode of giving contracts was fimilar 


to the diſpoſal of loans and lottery tickets for the purchaſe of 


miniſterial ſupport. Now the whole is tranſacted by the 


Boards, in conſequence of the addition to their ſalaries; and I 


leave to the Houſe to judge, whether the expence be greater 


than when the abuſes J before mentioned were praCtited, to 
the amount of 89,000]. advantage to private individuals. In 


regard to the ſinecures in the Navy Office the honourable 
Gentleman was miſinformed. They all who receive pay do 
duty. The Tranſport Office is a new Board, which was ab- 


dolutely neceſſary for the benefit and expedition of that branch 
of fervice; and the eftabliſhment conſiſts of five Commiſſioners 


of 10001, a year each, three of whom are officers of the navy, 
and therefore better ſuited to the {kill and direction of that de- 


_ partment ; and the others are gentlemen of tried ability and 
experience, and perfectly fitted for the important truſt com- 
mitted to their charge. Enquiry ſhould precede determina- 


tion. At preſent the Houſe 1s! uninformed of the number 


and expenditure of public offices; and it would be highly im- 


proper to ground that upon aſſertion which ſhould be demon- 


itrated by proof. For my own part, I with for a thorough 


:nveſligation into the number and value of all the offices of 
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public ſervice, and I with the enquiry to be made with the 


utmoſt poſſible minuteneſs, becauſe I am ſenſible it will re- 


move a great deal of miſapprehenſion on this ſubject. But 
] hope the Houſe will not be made a party in the deluſive 


opinion, that it 1s neceffary to go into an abolition. of the 
greater branches of public expenditure, nor adopt the par- 
tial and unprofitable plan which was tormerly ſuggeſted, of 


taxing places and penſions ; becauſe I am well aware, nei- 
ther the abolition nor the tax would produce what is ſup-— 


poſed. The Houle, I truſt, will ſee the object of the hon. 


gentleman, and ſce how far it is prudent or politic to pro- 
mote it. There can be no more ſolid reaſon for taxing the 


income of a public man, than for taxing the income of any 


other individual, ſince none of them are paid for more than 
what the ſame abilities and attention are actually worth. 


Gentlemen ought to be cautious too, or it may poſſibly be 
difficult to define where ſuch a principle, it once admitted, 


would end. By the act of Queen Anne, when the war re- 


quired great and unuſual exertions, the tax on incomes was 
not confined to public offices, but it extended to lawyers and 
- phyſicians, and the ſtewards of manors alſo. In fact, it is 
jutt as untair 0 tax the ſalary of any perſon in a public of- 


fice, as it would be to tax the peculiar property of any indi- 
vidual ; for the pay which I receive for my public ſervices 


and public labour is as much my legal claim and legal right | 


as any other claim or right whatever. I feel no difficulty i in 
ſtating this principle, and I have no doubt but it will be ad- 


mitted, ſince no man, I believe, has ventured to diſpute the 
righ t and title of the right honourable gentleman oppoſite 


(Mr. Fox) to that reverlion which he received as a grant 
from his noble arceltor, [the grant alluded to was the clerk- 
ſhip of the Hells in Ireland, which deſcended to Mr. Fox 
from the late Lord Holland, and was granted to him by the 


king for public ſervicg] and which was the ſubject of ſome 


converſation when a  limilar queſtion was diſcuſſed three 
years ago. 


Mr. «heridan ſaid, in explanation, that he Aid not mean 
to ſay any thing harſh againſt the honourable gentleman who 


had juſt ſpoken. He was a man of great application and in- 
duſtry ; he had ſtated facts as he underſtood them to be; but 
that honourable gentleman had not informed the Houſe 


of the total amount of his income under government, al- 


though he had profeſſed a readineſs to do it. He admitted 


that ſervices ougat. to be well paid for, but he contended that 


large 
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large ſums of money ſhould not be given under the title of 


rewards for ſervices, when in fact nothing was done for 


them. Now that gentleman was clerk ot that Houſe of 
Lords, for which he did nothing. The office was indeed a 


very laborious one, but it was performed by Mr. Cowper. 


He would now aſk the honourable gentleman, whether he 
had not ſecured the reverſion of that place to his own relation 


for no ſervice whatever, and the gentleman who pertorms 


the office has nothing? With reſpect to the addreſs of the 


Houſe of Lords, he "underſtood that hat addreſs did not ſpe- 


cify that hon. gentleman as a perſon to fill the office, — 
he had the good fortune to obtain it. | 


Mr. Ree faid it was an addreſs of the Lords for appoint- 


ing him to that office by name for ſervices rendered; whe- 
ther theſe ſervices deferved that reward was another queſ- 
tion, and he was by name {tated in that addrets as a perſon 


deſerving of that office. 


The Secretary at Wor condemned the 2700. error and 


nns principles in WRT the motion 185 ret renchment 


was founded; and roſe to reply not only to general obſerva- 


tions, but to ſome which required an explanation concern- 


ing the office which he held. He conlidered the reply of his 


right honourable friend (Mr. Pitt) to be ſo ſatisfactory and 
concluſive on the general itatement, to all who heard him, 


that it ſeemed to require a confdence of a different fort to 
that which his right honourable triend ſolicited, to embolden 


any one to conteſt about it longer. It had been fail, that 


his right honourable friend had now avowed and brought 


forward his ſyſtem and opinions of corruption, when that 
ſyſtem and thoſe opinions had not only been recognized by 


| general principles, by every well regulated g gove rnment, and 
by the ancient forms and cuſtoms of this country, dut had 
been recognized by the conduct of Parliament alſo. On 


that memorable occaſion, in the year 1780 and afterwards 


in 1782, the principle was recognized by the moſt ſolemn 
and ainhoritative judgment of what the houſe thought pro- 
per. The illuſtrious gentleman (Mr. Burke) whoſe clear 


and comprehenſive mind ſurveyed, diſſected, arranged, ex- 


mined and new modelled the ſyſtem of the public expendi- 
ture, acted upon a large, liberal, ſound, and ſtateſman-like 
foundation. He did not ſhift and 3 himſelf to 
that ſort of doctrine which might attract the breath of a cer- 
tain deſcription of perſons out of doors, by railing an idle 


and an empty clamour againſt ſinecure places, but convinced 
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that retributions ſhould be proportionate to ſervices, and that 
a youth of diſtreſs and labour deſerved an age of affluence 
and eaſe, he provided accordingly. Such were the opinions, 
and ſuch was the ſyſtem of thoſe very perſons with whom 
the honourable gentlemen oppoſite had once affociated, and 
with whom, without. any diſparagement to them, it might 
be their pride and boaſt to have acted. The honourable 
gentleman had labourcd very hard to repreſent that the coun- 
try called for ſtrong exertions, and what was the judg- 
ment which he gave upon it? It went to faſten the 
neceſſity of aboliſhing every ſinecure place ; or, in other 
words, of deſtroying public confidence; of depriving the 
uſeful and the brave of their remuneration ; and of prevent 
ing people in future from being ſo prompt and vigorous as 
they otherwiſe might be, on account of the inſecurity or im- 
probability of obtaining any recompenſe. Gentleman ought 
to recollect where they were when they argued in that 
manner, and talk like ſtateſmen in Parliament, and not as 
If they were haranguing a club at a public- houſe. Let them 
learn to ſuit their opinions to their ſituation, and not to cut 
off all rewards, and thereby force the people who purſue the 
common traffic of life to find a market for their zeal in other 
places. To what dilemma did they wiſh to bring the coun- 
try? They would deprive the public of the aſſiſtance of all 
who are in office by robbing them of their pay, and for 
what? That thoſe who are out of office might leave them in 
the lurch, or be invited to receive it ! Such a Jeſt might 
ſerve to ſet ( ſome barren ſpectators on a roar,” but it was 
too contemptible for ſerious argument; for what was the 
plain iſſue of it, but that perſons, whoſe long and able ſer- 
vices were entitled to remuneration and reward, were to be 
cut down and impoveriſhed, all men were to rank on the 
ſame level, there were to be no means of enrichment, no 
credit to the country, no chance in the common lottery of 
life, no change in the courſe and progreſs of events, but the 
fame blank, the ſame unintereſting ſcene prevail for ever. 
Did they wiſh then that none were to ſerve the public but 
men of fortune? Grant it. Have men of fortune always the 
abilities to ſerve the public, or even if they have, will they 
alſo have the inclination? Would the honourable gentleman 
who brought forward the motion, “ do not aſk him at pre- 
ſent,” ſaid Mr. Windham, but would he chuſe from a 
ſtrict ſenſe of duty, a love of employment, or a love of 
power, to quit his native fields, to leave the eaſe and 2 
| orts 
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forts of retirement, to abjure the luxuries of life, and for- 
| ſake the ſmiles of his family, for the trouble, hazard, and 
fatigue of 2 public employment, without honour, without 
profit, and without praiſe.” Would the Houſe adopt a 
principle which excluded from public employment all men, 
whatever talents they might poſſeſs, unleſs they happened 
to be men of fortune? We had inſtances, indeed, and very 
ſplendid ones, of men of fortune going through the fatigues 
of buſineſs, but he apprehended it would be but indifferent 
policy to rely upon them altogether. Would the honour- 
able gentleman who made this motion take an office without 
expecting the emolument of it; his own for inſtance ?. 
Would he call for the anohiments of the office, or would 
he give them vp? He did not expect his anſwer now; but 
| he apprehended it would not be difficult to guels at his an- 
ſwer at a convenient ſeaſon. Why then carp ſo much 
at the emoluments of office. Theſe being the princi- 
_ ples and grounds of the opinion of a neceſſity of a retrench- 
ment in the public offices, as ſtated to the Houſe by the hon. 
| gentleman and his hon. friend, might the Houſe rely upon 
their integrity that they would not puſh them further? Allow 
that they did not, it would be difficult perhaps to fix the pre- 
cCiſe boundary, and then it might be neceſiary allo to enquire 
what changes might enſue, and where the Houle ſhould defiit 
from preſſing this regulation. But a new caſe occurs which 
"muſt be ſhewn. The hon. 2 ſtated, that a great 
deal of patronage had been growing up lince the laſt regula- | 
tion. For the ſake of argument, admit it, and admit too, 
that the Houſe in conformity were inclined ts renew the 
meaſure. Well, what then? Is it not neceflary-firit to en- 
quire whether the eſtabliſhments grow out of the neceſſity of 
public ſervice, whether there be not a better execution by the 
encreaſe, than could be balanced by the diminution ; or 
Whether there might not be pre-exiſting caſes which re- 
quired ſuch an extenſion ? If any of theſe caſes bear aut the 
propriety of their continuance, what then is the Houſe to 
do? Why, then, the Houle is to enquire whether they be 
rightly arranged or not. If they are all right, uſeful, and ex- 
pedient, it muſt be wiſe and prudent to preſerve them as 
they are. If they are wrong, uſeleſs, or obſtructive, then 
they ought to be aboliſhed, or reformed. To come now to 
the other topic which is brought into bail, the calamities . 
of the times: Inſtead of differing from the honourable 
_ gentlemen on the other fide, he ſhould go beyond them. 
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242 —  WOODFALL'S PARLIAMENTARY REPORTS, [Common 
Ie ſhould go beyond them in deploring the calamities, but 
he ſhould differ from them as to their cauſes, their nature, 


and their remedies. He did not deplore the obitruction of 
' commerce, the decay of manufactures, the lofs of reſources, 


and the total annihilation of national wealth; becaute he 


was well affured that the country was yet full of wealth, 
that it poſſeſſed the means of riches, that it could ipeedily re- 


vive its credit, and diſplay the fame irrefiſtible energy which 
had diſtinguiſhed it for ages. 


But it was the prevalence 
ot that deſtructive ſyſtem, the gigantic ſtrides of that unna- 


tural power, whole whole conduct contributed to effect an 
extent of territory too vaſt for the huge hand of ambition to 


controul. It was that extraordinary and aitoni{hing Crea- 


ture, which grew more terrible from contention, that cauſed 
all his forrow. This was the danger our country had to 
dread, and what reſources, what remedy, what fund was to 
provide againſt it? A few miſerable ſavings and ſcrapings, 
the odds and ends of candles, cheeſe-parings, and tattered Tags 
and remnants, „ a thing made up of ſhreds and patches,” 
this was to be our reſource. If there really was a waſteful 
and idle expenditure, they ſhould meet it fairly, probe it to 


the bottom, and come to ſome manly regulation on the ſubject, 


but do not be guilty of a meanneſs to delude the people, It the 
pay of public ſervices muſt ſhare undei the operation of a gene- 
ral tax, he wiſhed to know how long any other deſcription of 


property would be ſafe. If arbitrary meaſures were to be 
adopted in ſuch caſes, they might certainly as well go to 


other poſſeſſions. There was a cloſe connexion between 
ſuch verdicts and the neceſſity of the times. 


tended, it was a war 01 placemen, why did they not impeach 


the Miniſter. But the Miniſter had the opinions of the 


Houſe, or he could not have acted elſe, and the Houſe had 


the opinions of the country. Let men with large maſſes of 
property be cautious therefore how they act in aiding ſuch _ 
opinions; for there is a coe connexion in reaſon, and de- 


nd on it a ſtill cloſer oe in fact; between the clamour 


againſt public offices and the confiſcation of private pro- 


perty. The principle had been recognized and acted upon 
in another country. W hat ſervice does a man do for his 


eſtate? Of the two ſpecies of property | the place is the 
moſt ſecure, becauſe the © labourer is,” ſuppoſed to be, 


« worthy of his hire,” and as the eſtate might originate in abuſe 


of power, or ſervility to a prince, an allegation might be 
made, that the poſſeſſor and his family had enjoyed the pro- 
its of it long enough, and that it was now high time to re- 


vert 
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vert to the other claimants. Mr. Windham ſupported the 


__ neceſlity of ſinccures as a proviſion for old age, talents, and 


public ſervices, and aſſerted, that the fee ſimple of the 
whole fund, by the reduction ol places, would not be equi- 
valent to a farthiug a head upon the people in the metropo- 
lis : that ſuch doctrines were only adapted to enflame the 
poor and purchaſe “ mouth- honour,” BOWOrhy popula- 


ity. 


As to the general argument of corruption in this war, he 
could only ſay that if it was carried on by corruption, it was 
the corruption of the greater part of Europe againſt a ſingle 


enemy, and he could not conceive why ſo large a part of 


mankind ſhould delight in corrupting themſelves to the 


manifeſt prejudice of their intereſts. Thoſe who could lay 


that flattering unction to their breaſts for having oppoſed 


that principle were ſuch ſtrange men, that he could not argue 


with them. He then juſtified the conduct of all the depart- 
ment over which he preſided, maintained that there was 
nothing there which required retrenchment, and declared he 
believed that would turn out to be the caſe in every other 


branch of public expenditure, all which, however, would ap- 
pcar in the report of the Committce in conſequence of the 


inſtructions which his right honourable friend had given 


notice of his intention to move. He concluded in giving 
his cordial aſſent to the motion for the previous queſtion, 


Mr. Pollen ſaid he thought that at the preſent moment of 
embarrallment, every pollible means of ſaving ought to be 


adopted. The point now before the Houſe he conceived to 
be, not whether a Committee of enquiry ought to be ap- 


pointed or not, for upon this there ſeemed to be no difference 
of opinion,but whether the duty of enquiry ought to be aſſign- 
ed to the Committee which was ballotted for on that day, 


or to another Commitice ? As that Committee had been 


choſen in the faireſt poffible w ray, he could ſee no objections 


to its being the inſtrument of enquiry, and therefore he 
_ ſhould vote againſt the original motion, and for the previous: 


queſtion. | 
Mr. Baſtard expreſſed his aſtoniſhment at the ſentiments 


contained in the ſpcech of the right honourable the Secretarx 
at War. His arguments ſeemed to him to be calculated 


equally for the meridian of a deſpotiſm or of a republic, but 
they were by no means analogous to the ſpirit of the Britiſh 


conſtitution. Was all the extravagance in which Miniſters 


choſe to indulge to be ſanctioned upon the ſcore of rights, 
| and | 
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344 WOODFALL'S PARLIAMENTARY REPORTS. [Commons, | 
and the fruits of that extravagance to be deemed as ſacred 


as the tenure by which legal property was held? The honour- 


able Gentleman argued upon the neceſſity of corruption 


under every government. But he contended that it was this 
which conſtituted the difference between a mixed and ſimple 
form of Government ; that a Government ſuch as.that of 


England, could be adminiſtered without corruption, whereas 
neither a republic, nor an abſolute monarchy could. His ar- 
gument went to cover all the ſhameful prodigality of Miniſ- 
ters in St. Domingo, in Corſica. No, faid the honourable 


Gentleman, it would be unworthy of the Houſe of Commons 


ever to enquire into it. He truſted, however, that they 
would not be deluded by ſuch modes of reaſoning. It was its 


expences which had brought the country upon its knees, and 


it could only be raiſed to its former ſituation by retrenchment 


and ceconomy in the management of its affairs. Public credit 


= had ſuſtained a ſevere ſhock, and it could only be re-eſtabliſh- 
ed by a renewal of public confidence, to which nothing could 
contribute more than the Houſe of Commons ſhewing their 


conſtituents that they were not influenced by any ſelfiſh or 


ſiniſter motives, but that they were aCtuated only by zeal for 


the proſperity and welfare of the country. 


Mr. Serjeant Adair ſaid, he was convinced that the public 
voice loudly called for enquiry that the people had a right to 
expect it; and that they would not be ſatisfied without it, A good 
deal had been done in former times in the way of ſacrifice, and 
he could not take upon himſelf to ſay, whether a good deal 


more might not be done in that way, It was certainly, how- 


ever, a very fit ſubject for enquiry. At a time like this there 


was no ſaving, however little, which, if juſt and practicable, 
ought not to be adopted; and, if there was any ground for it, 
he hoped that enquiry would be followed up by retrench- 
ment. He ſhould vote for an enquiry then upon two grounds, 


in the firſt place, to ſee whether or not ſome ſaving may not 
_ ariſe to the public; and ſecondly, becauſe it would be the only 


effectual way of removing a deluſion (and a moſt complete de- 


luſion he believed it to be) from the mind of the people, chat 


the ſalaries and fees of office contributed greatly to the extent 


of the public burthens. He ſhould therefore have acquieſced 
in the original motion, had it not been expreſſed in terms 
which were rather exceptionable ; becauſe it took for granted, 


what could only be properly the reſult of fair and candid en- 


quiry, and had he not alſo been of opinion that the object of 

_ enquity would be much better attained in the mode propoſed 

by the Chancellor of the Excheguer, to inſtruct the Commit- 
| Lee 


" 
2 IP 
= 
x. 
4+ 
23 
ES, 
£ r 
8 
15.48 
KS 
— 
4 5 
1 
N 
R 
26680... 
SY, 
8 
Rp. 
. 
3 
23 
ne 
2 
8 
Wt 1 
. 
n 
8 
8 
e 
n 
3 
„ 
3 
r 
A 7 
3 
n 
2 
Ws.) 
—— 3 
"cp 


3 * * = 
2 r 3 
P 
—_— „ 
© EAN SL . * 5 


2 1 
3 5 2 . 

4 x1 WH; Was 2 
* o n 


Manen 14) WOODFALL'S PARLIAMENTARY REPORTS: 345 


tee charged with the inveſtigation of the whole ſtate of public 


finance, to comprehend this department in the ſphere of its en- 


quiries: taking this department by itſelf might perhaps favour 
the deluſion; whereas the other mode would avoid this tuſpi- 
cion, and at the ſame time be more effectual. He ſhould, 
upon theſe grounds, fully convinced of the neceflity of an en- 


quiry, and the propriety of the ſtricteſt economy, vote for the 


previous queſtion. 


Mr. Fox ſaid, that having been perſonally alluded to in the 


cCourſe of debate, and challenged to vindicate his conſiſtency in 
ſupportiug the preſent motion, with his conduct in 1782, he 
found himſelf called upon to make a few obſervations in his 
_ own defence. There were alſo a few general poſitions which 


the right honourable Gentleman oppoſite to him (Mr. Wind- 


ham) had laid down, on which he wiſhed to make ſome re- 

marks. The right honourable Gentleman reprobated in ſtrong 

terms the expedient of having recourſe to the property of pri- 
vate individuals in time of public calamity. He admitted the 
principle in its full extent, and agreed with him that any en- 

_ croachment upon the rights of private property, under pre- 

_ tence of public neceſſity, led to nothing ſhort of a ſyſtem of 
univerſal plunder and depredation. But, in the name of God, 


how was this general principle applicable to the preſent caſe ? 
He had almoſt imagined that the honourable Gentleman was 


anſwering a ſpeech containing ſome propoſitions to rob the 


Duke of Bedford of the property which his anceſtors had re- 


_ ceived from Henry VIII. or to deſpoil the Duke of Grafton, 
or the Duke of Richmond, of the poſſeſſions which their fore= 
_ fathers had received from Charles the Second. The honcur- 


able Gentleman contended that he had as good, or a better, 
title to his ſalary as Secretary at War, than he had to the rents 
of his paternal eſtates, This, however, Mr. Fox would not 


admit; for if a motion was made in that Houſe to addreſs his 
Majeſty to remove the honourable Gentleman from his coun. _ 
ſels, a motion for which he (Mr. Fox) would certainly vote, 


it could not be argued that he was guilty of the fame injuſtice 
as if he addreſſed his Majeſty ro deprive him of his landed 
property. And if the principle did not apply to his removal 


from office, it conld not be applicable to a diminution of the 
income belonging to that office. There was no coônnection 
then between the general principle and the inſtance to which 


it was attempred, to be applied. The queſtion was, whether 


in the preſent calamitous ſtate of the countryithe emolument 


of offices of every deſcr:ption ought not to be retrenched as 
much as poſſible for the good of the public? Upon this ſtate- 
Vol. 1H. 1797 X „ mend 
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ment of the queſtion there was but little difficulty. But it was 
ſaid that he could not accede to the preſent propoſition, becauſe 
in 1782 he was as much pledyed not to go farther than the li- 
mits of Mr. Burke's Bill, as he was pledged to go that length. 
He aſked the honourable Gentleman whether he recollected 
the contents of Mr. Burke's Bill? Was there not (umething n 
it about Exchequer offices and Crown lands? But it was well 
known that it never had its full effect, and that the plan, on ac- 
count of the ſhort duration of what was commonly called the 
Coalition Adminiſtration, was only partially executed, Suppol- 
ing, however, for a moment, that! it had been executed np to the 
full intention of its authois, was no allowance to be made for 
a change of times and circumſtances? Had not a greater por- 
tion of influence been ſince created than was then deſtroyed ? 
And if it was urged that new offices were occaſtoned by the 
neceffities of the times, why were not offices that were leſs ne- 
ceſſary aboliſhed in proportion to the new ones that were 
created? te honourable Gentleman alledged that, as a pe- 
_ cunaty refource, all the ſaving which would ariſe from any 
retrenchment that could be made would be extremely trifling. 
Ihe ſavings ariling from Mr, Burke's Bill alto was trifling in 
amount. But the advantage was not to be calculated by mere- 
ly a ſum of 1ccol. or 100,0col. which might be directly 


fion of the French territor v, forgetting altogether the ſituation 
of its internal credit. He forgot that it was the means of in- 
fluence which were in the hands of Miniſters that had contri- 
buted to the enormous territorial aggrandiſement of France; 
that had it not been for this influence the republic of France 
would not have had Brabant, and would not have had Italy, 
and that the honourable Gentleman would not now have had 
reaſon to lament the extent of her dominions. That miniſte- 
rial influence obtained in the Houſe of Commons, Mr. Fox 
appealed to the authority of Mr. Burke, in that paſſage of his 
Regicide Peace where he intimates a ſuſpicion that the minority 
of the Houfe of Commons expreſs the ſenſe of the majority. 
And to what was this to be aſcribed? Was it not to the places, 
penſions, commiſſions, and all the various kinds of patronage, 
of which Miniſters were in poſſeſſion? The honourable Gen- 
tleman aſked, whether he (Mr, ker; [uppoſed that there were 
no 


faved. It ought to be recollected that it might be the means = 
of ſaving many millions to the public, and ef preſerving not 1 
only the independence of the Houſe of Commons, but the in- = - 
dependence of the country. The honourable Gentleman did =_ 
not diſpute the calamitous ſtate of the country, but he looked 5 
at only on ſide of the calamity ; he only looked at the exten- $ 
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no other principles of public conduct but thoſe that were 
founded upon corruption? He admitted that there were Cen- 
tlemen who acted upon different principles, but he con- 
tended that this was a very general and very powerful ſpring 
| of action. This was a topic nearly connected with Exchequer 
4% offices, which, in his opinion, at the death of che preſent in- 
8 cumbents, ought to be entirely aboliſhed. If he was aſked, 
how he had come to change his opinion upon this ſubject ſinee 
. 1782 ? he anſwered, that it was one of thoſe topics on which 
one might alter their ſentiments without deſerting any general 
principle. Indced there were arrangements Which ought to 
to be regulated fo much by the circumſtances of the times, that 
he ſhould have no objection that an enquiry of the nature now 
propoſed ſhould take place every ten or twelve years, When 
he heard of the ſplendour neceſſary to a court, and of the dig- 
nity which it was proper to ſupport i in high ſituations, he was 
| ready to acknowledge, that in certain circumſtances, that 
ſplendour and that dignity might be proper and becoming; but 
in times ſuch as theſe, when Public credit was fallen, when 
commerce was faſt decaying, and when the nation were groan- 
ing under a load of taxes which they were ſcarcely able to ſup- 
port, then they became inſults upon the people ; and in order 
to maintain authority, inſtead ot affecting galety and eaſe, the 
rulers of a nation ought to manifeſt the ſame typtoms of mor- 
| _ tification and diſtreſs which pervaded the community. The 
A honourable Gentleman contended, that the idea of retrench- 
2 ment was a vulgar error, and that penſions were beſtowed as 
E the reward of merit. If it was a vulgar error, the vulgar error 
= ought to be undeceived; and with reſp<Ct to penſions bein 
given as the reward of merit, he would appeal for the refuta- 
tion of the doctrine to the hiſtorv of modern times. where he 
would find that penſions had been beſtowed upon men metely on 
account of their {ubſerviency to a faction, of which he (Mr, 
Windham) once held the ſame opinion that he (Mr. Fox) till. 
entertained of them. He afterwards advetted to the fin: cures 
of Mr. Pitt and Lord Grenville, with which they had pro- 
vided themſelves when they were loading the people with an 
accumulated weight of burthens; and alſo to the arrangement 5 
in the Secretary of State's office, by wirch Mr. Autt was re- 
moved from the ſituation he chere held, though he was n- 
nently qualified. for holding it, and at a time. of lite win he 
was as fit for buſineſs as ever he had been, merely to 5 
for Mr. Canning, who could not do the buſineſs of the office 
till he was inſtructed in it by Mr. Auſt. Mr. Fox then - 
creded to a topic a little more difacalt and nice. The bene 5 k 
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able Gentleman appealed to him, Whether he believed that 


his conduct was influenced by -orrupt motives? He cer- 


tainly believed that his conduct, as well as theirs with whom 
he had been accuſtomed to act, was influenced by motives 
very different from thoſe of ambition or venality, but he 
confeſſed it had been ſuch as ſtrongly to induce ſuſpicion, 


and that the world would not perhaps give them ſo much 
credit for honeſty as he did. He referred to a ſentiment 
in one of Mr. Burke's publications, i in which he fates, that 
when men ſwerve from thoſe principles upon which they 


uſed to act, and leave thoſe parties to which they were for- 
merly attached, that they often deceive themſelves reſpect- 
Ing their motives,” and that when they fall into a ſtate of 
the lowelt inſignificance, they ſometimes flatter themſelves | 


that they never ſtood on ſo high ground. Were he now 


to ſtate his opinion of his noble friend (Lord W. Ruſſell) 
who had been referred to in the courſe of the debate, of his 
clear conſiſtency of character, of his hich and nice ſenſe 
of honour, and above all, of his ſteadineſs of character, 


and even where he to be aſked: Whether he had not at one 


time as high an opinion of others from whom he now dif- 


fered? He would anſwer, certainly he had. Nor would he 
be more ſurpriſed at any change in the ſentiments of his 


Noble friend than he had been at the difference of ſenti- 
ments between the author of the work, entitled The Cauſe; 
Kube preſent Diſcontents, and of thoſe who ſigned the refolu- 
tions of 784, and the opinion which they at preſent pro- 
feſs to hold. A diſtruſt of public men was one among 


others of the lamentable effects of the prefent war. SE 
The honourable Gentleman ſaid the labourer was worthy 


of his hire, and that the ſervants of the public were not over- 


paid. He had no objections to the ſervants of the public 
being handſomely rewarded ; nay, he for one would go ſo 
far as to ſay that wherever a man had a legal right to a place, 
however that right was acquired, he ſhould not be for diſ- 


: turbing him in the poſſeſſion of it. But if the labourer was 


to be paid, why did not Mr. Cowper, who did the duty, re- 


_ cejve the ſalary of clerk to the Houſe of Lords? Why did 


an honourable Gentleman oppoſite to him (Mr. Roſe: re- 
ceive the ſalary, and as if that were not enough, ſecured the 


| reverſion to his ſon? It was moſt ſcandalous and enormous? 
When he ſaid this, however, if he had got a legal grant of it 
he would not wiſh to deprive him of it. All he wanted was, 


that the reverſions ſhould be ſaved to the public, | Mr. Fox 


did 


i 


2 
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did not approve of the mode of aſſigning the enquiry to a 
Committee already ballotted for. But even ſuppoſing that 
it was to be referred to this Committee, was that any reaſon ; 
why the Houſe ſhould not agree to the propoſition of his 
| honourable friend? They would then be pledged to the 
country to make retrenchments wherever they could con- 


ſiſtently with the public intereſt and the public honour. But, 


in plain language, the honourable. Gentleman (Mr. Pit 


wiſhed that it ſhould rather be done by him than Oy the 


Houſe of Commons, in the ſame way that he inſiſted that 
when advances were to be made to the Bank, it ſhould be 
done at his own inſtance, and not upon a reſolution of that 
Houſe. Good God! Had not they even yet had enough of 
his meaſures? if they were not yet tired of them, they would 


make trial of a few more. The honourable Gentleman 


begged that the Houſe would not take this m de of puniſhing 
him. Certainly not. He hoped that he deſerved puniſh- 
ment; if he did not, the country muſt be in a dreadfyl 
ſituation ; ; but, if he was to be puniſhed, it ought certainly 
to be in another way than, by a diminution of income. But 
he (Mr. Pitt) was afraid that the propolition of his honour- 
able friend (Mr. Harriſon) would delude the public. He 
would put it to the Houſe. whether the public were more 
likely to be deluded by an open diſcuſſion of the ſubject or 


by a Committee which he truly ſaid was appointed by him, 


by him who had ſpent his whole life in deluſion. To delude 
them into expence of ſeven or eight millions was nothing, 
but ta lead them to hope for a little greater ſaying than it 


might be poſlible to make, that would be an incurable evil! 


. He warned the Houſe againſt the influence of ſuch argument, 


and againſt leaving the enquiry to the Committee which had 
been ballotted for, though he did not know the members who 


compoled the Committee, he knew that if it was formed 
by the Minilter, it was formed for the purpoſe of deluſion, &c. 


Mr. Roſe in conſequence of the word“ ſcandalaus, which 


Mr. Fox had applied to him in reſpet_ to the reverſion of 
clerk to the Houſe of Lords, ſaid that he deemed it no more 
ſcandalous in him to obtain that reverſion for his ſor; than 
it was in the father of that right honourable Gentleman to 
obtain the reverſion of two patent places for him. Nor did 


he believe, there would be any thing more ſo in the mode 


by which that reverſion might be diſpoſed of, than there was 
in the way thoſe other reverſions had been 8 88 of, by 


the right 3 Gentleman. 
Mr. 
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Mr. Jex ſaid, he did not know what the Gentleman meant 
by his alluſion to his diſpoſal of the reverſions he had men- 


tioned. The truth, he ſuppoſed, was, that the right honour- 
able Gentleman meant to inſinuate, that he very impru- 
dently diſſipated them. This was not the firſt time, by many, 


that he had been reproached with the diſſipation of his for- 
tune. It was not, however, that thoſe Gentlemen oppo- 


fte to him who did ſo, felt the Jealt difpleafure at his having 
diſſipated his fortune—they were only angry, that he had not 


been ſo mean as to reſort to thoſe meaſures to repair it, to 
which they themſelves were o partial, (loud and reiterated 
cries of hear ! hear! bear 1 
Mr. Roſe explained that * meant nothing verfonal.” | 
The Speaker interfered. He ſaid, he was ſorry to obſerve 
fo much warmth had taken place. He withed to fet the 


matter right. He was convinced the hon. gentlemen had 


mutually miſtaken each other. He was clear from the firſt, 
that Mr. Fox had never applied the word “ ſcandalous” to 
any ſhare Mr. Roſe had in the tranſaction of the revertion ; 


: and equally ſo, that Mr, Roſe never intended any thing 


erſonal to Mr. Fox in the uſe of the ſame word; otherwiſe 


y he ſhould inſtantly have interpoſed, and given his hearty cen- 


ſure of ſuch language and proceeding. 


his own conduct. The public had not, he ſaid, been encum- 


bered with an additional expence on his account. Mr. Auſt, 
whom Mr. Canning ſucceeded, had been appointed to other 


offices more lucrative, but his appointment had added no new 


cepted thoſe offices which Mr. Auſt now holds than the ſta- 
tion I fill.” 


without being anſwered by every gentleman who enjoyed a 


would diſcharge his public are, 
Mr. Ree again explained. 


"M66, 
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Mr. Canning conceiving that ſome refleQions had been 
thrown on the way in which he came into the place, juſtified 


expence to the public burthens. If ſordid views had been 
my object,“ ſaid Mr. Canning, „I would rather have ac- 


Mr. Fox ſaid, he would not throw any pte on the 
motives which induced Mr. Canning to accept his office; 
but the removal of Mr. Auſt ſeemed to be a ſort of job to 
make room for Mr. Canning. He claimed the protection of 
the Speaker, and aſked whether he might not arraign the 
conduct of Miniſters, in diſpoſing of pl:ces and penſions 


place or a penſion, as if he meant a perſonal attack on them 
all. But whatever might be ſaid on this fe he S 
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Mr. Canning ſaid, that if Mr. Fox objected to his capacity 
to diſcharge the duties of his office, he had nothing to fay in 
reply; but in no other reſpect could it be ſaid that the 1 
had loſt by his appointment to an official ſituation. 

Mr. Fx {till contended that a ſinecure had been given 
to a very deſerving gentleman indeed (Mr. Auſt) to make 


room for Mr. Canning, and that therefore, in this way, it 


might be ſaid Mr. Canning had been appointed to a ſinecure. 
Dr. Lawrenee cordially agreed in many of the general prin- 

ciples that had been laid dow n, reipecting economical re- 

form. They were the principles he had long cheriſhed ; 


but he could not agree in all the principles of reform that 


had been advanced that night. The name of a right hon. 


friend of his (Mr. Burke) had been introduced, and the pen- 


ſion he received had been made the ſubject of ſome animad- 


verſion; but he avowed that Mr. Burke's penſion was the 
pride and the honour of his life. It had been the cuſtom of 


late to introduce the name and the writings of Mr. Burke 


into molt public diſcuſſions, both in that Houſe , and other 


places, gentlemen ſeemed to think they ſtood on ſtrong 


ground when Mr. Burke and his writings were introduced ; 


dut he could juſtify every ſentence that Mr. Purke had writ- 
ten. Here Dr. Lawrence commented on the writing of Mr, 


Burke, that applied to the preſent queſtion. — He diſapproved _ 


of Mr. Harriſon's motion, on the ſame grounds that Mr. 


Burke had, in 1782, diſapproved of motions reſpecting re- 
form. The preſent motion did not clearly point out the 
abuſes complained of : It left it doubtful, whether it did not 


point at ſome defect in the conſtitution. While it profeſſed 


to mean one thing, it was calculated to impreſs an opinion of 


another. While it protetled to aim at public economy, it 
5 miglit give riſe to the idea of defects in our con ſtitution. Ir-- 


was to {top this deluſion, in 1782, that Mr. Burke brought N 
forward his bill of c:conomical reform. It was to diſpel 
the notions then afloat reſpecting theories and i improvements 


in government, and to lead the people from dangerous inno- 
_ vations to wholeſome reforms that Mr. Burke brought for- 


ward that bill. He made a ſpecific motion, and fully ex- 
plained the whole of his plan. The public could not be de- 


luded by Mr. Butke's proceedings, and Dr. Lawrence wiſi- 


ed the preſent motion was equally explicit and defined. He 


then entered into a juſtification of the war, and denied that 
the influence of the crown enabled Mi niters to involve the | 


country in it. 
| | 117 | 
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Mr. Fox ſaid, he was ſorry to be ſuppoſed capable of mif- 
quoting the writings of that reſpectable gentleman (Mr. 
| Burke. He ſaid he would conſider it as a reproach to him 
not to be well read in Mr. Burke's writings; and he believed 
himſelf incapable of miſquoting him, either through negli- 
gence or deſign. He argued from Mr. Burke's works, not 
fo much that he had deſerted his former friends, as that he 
(Mr. Burke) had atſociated with, and ſupported an admini- 
ſtration conſtituted, conſtituted, he repeated, on principles di- 
rectly oppoſite to thoſe maintained in moſt of Mr. Burke's 
books. | | Toy CY | 


Mr. Harriſon (aid a few words in reply. : | 
Mr. Tierney ſaid, he did not riſe to ſpeak to the propriety _ 
or impropriety of a reform in the public expenditure, as 
that was a point on the neceſſity of which all ſides ſeemed to 
be agreed; he roſe merely to ſtate fome difficulty reſpecting 
the queſtion in the way it then ſtood. The Chancellor of the 
Exchequer moved for a Committee to conſider of dry matters 
of finance, and he had moved the previous queſtion on the 
_ preſent motion, for the expreſs purpoſe of referring it to that 
Committee. But the object for which the Committee was 
inſtituted, and the object of the preſent motion were ver 
different. One Committee of gentlemen might be very well 
qualified to enquire into dry matters of finance, and yet they 
might be very unfit perfons to decide on what ſavings could 
be made in aboliſhing uſeleſs places and penſions. This 
difficulty appcared the greater to Mr. Tierney, as he under- 
ſtood from rumour (a wicked and falſe report perhaps) that 
two gentlemen were on the Committee, who enjoyed a di- 
vided office, (Meſſrs. Steel and Ryder, Joint Pay-maſters,) 
and ſurely they were not the beſt men to make ſavings by 
aboliſhing uſeleſs offices. If he voted for ſuch men to be 
members of ſuch a Committee, he would expect to be told 
he was laughing at his conſtituents. He congratulated Mr. 
Pitt on the plauſible courſe he had taken, by referring the 
motion to that Committee, and made no doubt the right hon. 
gentleman would ſoon again take his old friend Parliamentary 
reform by the hand; but he ſuggeſted the propriety of ad- 
journing the debate till the ſcrutineers, appointed to examine 
the ballot, ſhould report who were elected members of the 
Committee, this he wiſhed to be done; but if it did not meet 
the ſenſe of the Houſe, he ſhould vote againſt the previous 
queſtion. | | 8 8 
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| 353 
55 The Houſe divided on the > provious queſtion, {| 
3 Ayes, ; — 169 i 
ZE N 9s, — — — 77 10 
£4 y Majority. 92 
_ \ Mr. a e propoſed that Mr. Fox ſhould be added to 


linances of the country. The Houſe divided, 


Adjourned at twelve o'clock. 


Baker, Wm. Lubbock, John 

. Baſtard, E. P. MePherſon, Sir J. 

Bond, John Shuckborough, Sir George 
Bouverie, Ed. (for Dow nton) Sinclair, Sir John 
Edwards Bryant Webſter Sir Godfrey 
Hawkins Sir Chriſtopher Wilſon Richard 
Knight Richard Payne | Wood Colonel. 


. Langton William Gore 


Ayes, — — | 75 | 
| Moes, „ See 148 
Majoriy 73 


LIST OF MEMBERS WHO JOINED OPPOSITION, 
ON THE QUESTION PROPOSED To THE HOUSE BY MR, HARRISON 


the Committee, ballotted to enquire into the {tate of the 


On the Diviſion for adding Mr. Fox to the Committee : 


* Adair Serjeant Morpeth Lord 


Baker William | Pollen G. A. 

Baldwin W. Robſon Bateman 

Bond John Sinclair Sir John 
Bridgman Orlando Webſter Sir Godfrey 
Hawkins Sir Chriſtopher Wilſon Richard 
Knight Richard Payne Wyane Sir W. W. 

M. Pherſon Sir John | 


HOUSE OF LORDS. 
 FutsDay, March 14. 


In conſequence of the continuance of the Lord Chancellor s 
indiſpolation, Lord Kenyon acted again this day as Speaker. 
The further proceedings reſpeQing Lord Lauderdale's Peti- | 


tion were deferred till this day ſe*nn;ght. 


The Chancellor of the Exchequer was {worn reſpecting his 


Vor. II. 1797. 2 " RR 


propoſes + 
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p opoſed evidence before the Secret Committee of their Lord- 
{11 ip, 
Fe Trent and Merſey Canal Bill was reported, on wick 
T1 he Earl of Mrd faid, it was not expected that the report 
would have been made in fo thin a Houſe ; he would therefore 
take the opportunity of the third reading of the Bill to deliver 


his ſentiments upon the meaſure. Deeming it of very great 


importance, he would reconimend the printing of the evidence 
taken before the Committee, for the peruſal of their Lordſhips in 
the interval. His Low ſhip moved, ** That the Evidence be 
printed, which was ordered accordingly. 


LAW OF DEBTOR AND CREDITOR. 


The Earl of Moira acquainted the Houſe, that, in conſe- 


ſequence of the indiſpoſition of a noble and learned Lord (the 
Chancellor), he was induced to poltpone his intended motion 
of to-morrow, reſpecting the Law of Debtor and Creditor. 
He regretted the circumſtance of his being obliged to poſtpone 
what he had to offer on this ſubject, on account of the abſence 
of other learned Lords, until ſo late a period in the ſeſſion: 


however, in the preſent inſtance, he had not much heſitation 


in poſtponing it, as he deemed it incumbent on him in fairneſs 
to wait awhile for the noble Lord's reſtoration, as that learned 
perſonage had, on former occaſions, given a decided opinion 
againſt his propoſition, On this ground only he poſtponed it in 


the preſent inſtance. He would therefore, under the ſame im- 


preſſion, fix at preſent no particular day for taking the ſubject 


into conlideration, but content himſelf with moving, ** That 


the order for ſummoning their Lordſhips for the next day be diſ- 
charged,“ which was ordered accordingly. 


Mr. Hibart preſented from the Houſe of Commons the 


Land Tax Commit ioners' Name Bill, which was read a firſt 
time. | 


Two private Bills were 4110 brought up. 


STATE or IRELAND. 


The E>r! of Moira expreſſed his ſatisfaction at ſeeing the 
noble Se tary for the Home Department (the Duke of Port- 


land) as the ſvlj<Ct to which he wiſhed to call the attention 


of their Lo dt; vas more particularly connected with that 
department of the Adoviniitration. He meant the fituation of 


aftairs in ireland Theſe he confidered to be in the moſt cri- 


tica! aud alarming ſtate; and it were worſe than folly, he 
{aid, to defer any longer taking ſteps to guard e the impend- 
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ing evils. Poſt after poſt brought the moſt alarming intelli- 
gence from that country; ſeveral parithes in the North were 
not long ſince declared to be in a ſtate of diſturbance, and re- 


cently one whole county (Downe) was declared to be in a 
ſimilar ſtate, That county his Lordihip deſcribed to be the 


richeſt and moſt populous of any in Ireland; and, for its ſize, 
its population was greater than any part of Europe he had ever 
been in. The great importance of Ireland as a member of the 
empire, and its Cloſe connection with the (af 2ty and proſperity 
of Great Britain, were too weil known and felt to need inſiſt- 


ing on; and on this ground, the propriety and nece Mty of this 
country taking a part in its concerns, when the urgency of the 
occaſion required, was obvious. He was aware that it might 


be objected againſt him that lreland was an independent coun- 
try, ruled by a ſeparate legiſlature of its own, and that any in- 
terference reſpecting its internal concerns, on the part of the 
legiſlature of this country, would be highly impolitic and im- 


proper. On great and important occaſions he thought directly 


oO 


the reverſe; and he believed that it would be found, om en- 
quiry, that the evils which agitate that unhappy country re- 


ſulted ſolely from the ſyſtem enforced there by the Adminiſ- 


tration of this country. Never did there exiſt a ſubje& of 
more important national concern, or which more imperioully 


called for the interference of Parliament. 
The effect of what he meant to propoſe, his Lordſhip tated, | 


would be, to move their Lordſhips to entreat the paternal in- 


tervention of his Majeſty, to oruer ſteps to be taken to allay 
the jealouſies, and redreſs the grievances, which exiſt in his 
kingdom of Ireland. And, on this occaſion, he had alfo to 


Tegret the indiſpoſition of the noble Lord to whom he had be- 


fore alluded : his experience and abilities were to be wiſhed 
for, to aſſiſt in ſuch an important diſcuſhon. But the oc LL Mu 
was too momentous, and the necefſity of immediate enquiry” 

too great, to be delayed on account of any individual. He 
therefore deemed. it incumbent on him to name an early day; 
not, however, intending abtolutely to bring on the diſcuſſion 


on ſuch a day, did that noble Lord remain ſo long ill, if it 


thould then appear that his recovery was likely to take place 
in a ſhort time after, With this view his Lordihip named 
Tueſday next, and moved that the Houle be ſummoned for 
that da 8 | ö 
Lord Grenville ſaid, it was obviouſly unneceſſary to enter 
into the diſcuſſion at preſent, however the noble Earl might 
appear inclined to do fo, though at the moment of giving no- 
f1CE, He roſe then only for the purpoſe of making two obſer- 
fn 2 22 2 vations; 


— — 


| 
1 
= 4 
" 
. E. 
. 
f : 
j4 Ti 
3 f 
*KJ 4 
19 
15 ' 
7 4 1 
. 
, : 
| 
1 
+ : 
* 
hs * b 
: : | 
A 7 
* 
8 1 
< M 
a 7 
i = : 
\ . 
Y . 
1 
9 A) 
q 
s | 
3 * 
1 
. 1 5 ' 
Buds 'f 
if 1 
* : 
WY 1 
4 * 
by * 7 
115 0 
i 8 i 
2 14 
* $ 1 
_ 
ts * 
I b 
4 L. 4 
1 
. +: 
9 11 by: 1 
„ 
. 77 | 
q 1 
1 
„ 
0 * „ 
88 14 * 
1 
25 . 8 
0 2 
25 * 
a 1 
5 19 
ali 2 
EL” 
=. 5 
5 1 * i 
© * 37 
= 3 
1 < 3 Nel 5 
U 
- © © * 
= 
- BK > 
ts CZ 4 
SS ++ 
+ of 
4s 4.4 
' 4M 
b 9 . 4 
4 = 3: 
* * 
mw 2 
N. 19 
s F% ©. 1 
=.” , 
4 — 
. 1 
1 
f T5 
4 > 
e ; : [ 
1 
p L 
' * h 
& 14 
TM 1 
2 [9 x .Þ 
2 LI 
* 5 
1 \. 1 kl "* 
« : + 2 
$46 p : 
* \ 
0 N ' 
1 
4% a : ) N. 
1 * 6 4 : * 

5 mn F 
e 
17 "Wi " 
ws 1 

«< 4 „ ö 
6 {li ut 4 
RAS: 1.4 
[3] * 
by 1988 
HA WI 
=_. . 
. 
1 * T I 
5 
_ 0 
TR . 
Þ Io | 
5 1 1 
: 
—_—_ 7 
14 
. x t : 
=_ 1 
1 £1 1 
. f 
U . 4 
„ 
WE I! 4 
! pit ! 
. MH £ 
* 
j LEE Þ 
* a! : : 
1 i 
b 1 
. . 
, 1 
iN 1 
! + ! 
1 ' 
. \ * 
Vi $4 $ | 
* 5 9 7 4 
"4% | JF 
{IF 
, \ 
i | 
N 1 


— 4 
- — 
* *, 
— So 
en 
ALB 
pop TS 


IG TEE 
>= DBGAP 
— 
EET oo 
— 
* — —ä— ũ 
— — 
2 1 — 


— 2 — 9 _ 
— — 


356 WOODFALL'S PARLIAMENTARY REPORT S. {Commoxs, 
vations ; firſt, to point out, in caſe the noble Earl was deter- 
mined to perſevere, the propriety of having his noble and 
learned friend (the Chancellor) preſent at the diſcuſſion; not 
ſolely with a reference to the aſſiſtance which was to be ex- 
pected from his wiſdom and experience in the debate, but with 
a view to the neceſſary dignity of the Houſe, and the regularity 
of its proceedings. His ſecond obſervation was, to inſiſt, 

which he deemed it incumbent on him to do, even in that 


ſtage of the buſineſs, on the very great impropriety, and groſs 


impolicy, of their Lordſhips coming to ſuch a deciſion as that 


ſuggeſted by the noble Earl; and fo deeply was he impreſſed 
with this conviction, that he deemed it neceflary, in thoſe 


general terms, to ſtate, then, his decided diſapprobation of it. 
Earl Aloira, in explanation, inſiſted on the propriety and 
neceſſity of the interference of the Briuth Parliament, on ſuch 
an occaſion, in order to evince to the people of' Ireland, that it 
was neither the ſenſe of the Parliament, nor of the bulk of the 
people of Great Britain, that the grievances of that country 
ſhould remain unredreſſed. 
Lord Grenville, in reply, contended for the impropriety of 


the interference of the Britiſh Parliament on the occaſion; 
and, generally, vindicated the conduct of Miniſters with re- 
ſpect to Ireland. With regard to bringing on the diſcuſſion 


during the abſence of his noble and learned friend, from indiſ- 
poſition, he was ſo fully aware of the impropriety of it, that 
he avowed his determination, ſhould the noble Earl preſs his 
motion on the day mentioned, to take the ſenſe of their Lord- 
{hips on the propriety of poſiponing the diſcuſſion. 

The ſeveral Bills on the table, chiefly private, were for- 

warded in their reſpective ſtages. 

Earl Spencer preſented ſome Admiralty papers, in conſe- 
quence, he ſaid, of the requelt of a noble Duke, illuſtrating 


farther the expected debate of T e next. 


HOUSE OF COMMONS, 
TuxsDay, March 14. 


Colonel 00 put off his motion upon the internal defence 
of the country till the following Tueſday. . _ | 

Mr. Ellis put off his motion on the Slave Trade, which ſtood 
for Thurſday, till Monday. | 

Mr. M*Dowal moved for leave to bring i in a Bill to empower 
ihe banks in Scotland to iſſue notes under the value of 208.— 
Leave was given, and the Bill was brought in and read a firſt 


mme. 


A new 
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A new writ was ordered for Yarmouth, in the room of Ed- 


ward Ruſhworth, Eſq. who has accepted the Chiltern Hun- 


dreds in the county of Buckingham. 
Mr. Grey moved, that the ballot for the Committee upon 


the Inverkeithing election (hould be put off from Thurſday to 
a future day, on account of the abſence of Mr. Adam, upon 


the circuit, who was leading counſel] for the petitioner. 


Mr. V. Dundas oppoled the motion, upon the ground of 
between twenty and thirty witneſſes having arrived in town = 


that day to give evidence upon the election, which, if it was 
put oft, would be attended with a ruinous e to che üt⸗ 
ting member. | 

Mr. Grey did not perſiſt in his motion. 

ano area 


| HOUSE OF LORDS. 
WepnesDaAy, March 15. 
The Bills brought up yeſterday were read a ſecond time; 


and their Lordſhips received two more from the Commons. 


Lord Moira's motion which ſtood for this day, was poſt- 
poned until the Lord Chancellor ſhould be fo far recovered, : 


as to lit on Fe woolack. 


HOUSE OF COMMONS. 
WepxtesDaYy, March 15. 


The Bill for altering, explaining, and amending the Bill 


for railing a certain number of men for the army and 


navy paſled the Committee of the whole Houle, and the re- 


port was ordered to be received the next day; as did alſo the 


Bill for allowing the royal Bank and banking company 


in Scotland to iſſue notes for any ſum under twenty ſhil- 


lin 8. 


a a ſecond time, and referred to a Select Committe. 
Mr. Tierney moved, That there be laid before the Houſe 

an account of Exchequer Bills, dated the 11th of March, 

1797, and iſſued the 11th and 13th of the ſame month, to- 


gether with an account of the rate of diſcount thereon, and 


for what ſums. Ordered. 
The other Orders of the day were deferred. 
Adjourned, 


HOUSE 


he des le Canal Bill, after a ſhort debate, was read. 
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HOUSE OF LORDS. 


THURSDAY, March 16. 
The Order of the day for the Lords being ſummoned, be- 


ing read. 

The Earl of Albermarle 0 in conſequence of the notice 
which he had given to move for an enquiry into the mea— 
ſures which had been taken for the naval protection of Ire— 
land, when an invaſion of that kingdom was lately attempt- 
ed by the French. The importance of the queſtion, a: in- 
volving the pride. and ſuperiority of the Englith navy, and 
the ſafety of a great branch of the Britith empire was ſuch, that 
he almoſt ſhrunk from the diſcuſſion The ſubject ſelf, 
however, was of ſuch magnitude, that it did not require any 
arguments of his, in addition, to attract the attention of their 
Lordſhips. He begged, at ſet] ing out, not to be underſtood 
in any thing that he was abo t to ſay, as incaning to impute 
blame either to the noble Lord at the head of the - Adm Way, 5 
or to any of thoſe gallant officers whoſe names he might have 
- occaſion to mention. But when the public mind was fa 

much agitated as it had been upon this queſtion, and when 
the public opinion was divided not ſo much upon the queſ- _ 
tion, Whether blame was imputable ſomewhere, as upon 
the quarter where the cenſure ought to attach? He preſumed. 
that he ſhould be juſtified in the eyes of their Luidſhips, 
as well as in thoſe of the public, in propoſing to inſtitute an 
enquiry, Whether or not any miſconduct had taken place, 
and if it had, who had been guilty of the miſmanagement 2 
I precedents were expected to be produced by him in juſ- 
tification, he could anſwer, that were precedents wanted to 
ſanction ſuch a propoſition, there were abundance to be 
found in the hiſtory of the country. Of late years, indeed, 
unfortunately for the public, enquiries had not been ind. | 
tated into the conduct of the ſervants of the Crown, if they 
had, the country might not have been in the calamitous 
ſituation in which it was now placed. But the ſyſtem of 
blind implicit confidence was of recent origin, and he truſt- 
ed that Par'iament was ſufficiently convinced of ite fatal ten- 
dency to perſiſt in purſuing it. To come then directly to 
the ſubject of his motion, it was known for a conſiderable 
time before the attempt was made that the French were fitting 
out a hoſtile expedition againſt ſome part of his Majeſty's | 
dominions, and conſidering the immenſe ſums that were 
readily granted for ſecret ſervice money, Miniſters muſt, or 
| 5 | | at 
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at leaſt onght, to have been apprized of it. The fact how- 


ever was notorious, that the expedition was prepared, and 


that an attempt was made with impunity to invade Ire— 


land, and that the ſeventeen ſhips of the line, together with a 
number of troops under the command of general Hoche, 


after inſulting our coaſts, was permitted to return in 
ſafety to Brelt without being annoyed by any of our 
fleets. Upon the face of the bulineſs then there certainly. 


were grounds for enquiry, and if the details, of which 


their Lordſhips were in poſſeſſion, were impartially examin- 


ed, he was perſuaded that theſe grounds would be itrengthen- 


ed and confirmed. When the papers were produced, he 
flattered himſelf that the explanation they would gire to the 
public would be full and ſatisfactory, and that there was an 


end of his motion. He confeſſed, however, after having 


critically examined them, that his doubts were encreaſed, 


and his ſuſpicions, ſo far from being removed, had taken 


firmer hold of his mind. The noble Lord at the head of the 
Admiralty ſaid on a former evening, that were the meaſures 


again to be taken, he would not vary from the line of con- 
duct which had been adopted. He was convinced, how- 


ever; that from the facts which he was about to ſtate, that he 


would fatisfy the Houſe, and even that noble Lord, that if 


thoſe meaſures were not founded in error, that at leaſt it re- 


quired ſomething more than his ſimple aſſertion to ſatisfy | 
the Houſe that his opinion was right, In the firſt place it 


was ſtated that Miniſters did not know whether the expedi- 


tion was intended to be directed againſtIreland or againſt Por- 
tugal. It was evident they did know this, from the language 


they heid forth to the public, in the commencement of the 
preſent ſeſſion. The truth of that language was alſo con— 


firmed by the memorable meaſures which they adopted to- 


wards putting this country into a ſtate of defence. How 
came it, then, his Lordſhip aixed, that with a perfect know. 


ledge af fuck an intention .n the enemy fo early as Septem- 
ber laſt ; when from that time to late in December, an 
8 of conſiderable force was openly preparing at 
Breſt, no fleet of our's ſhould be ſtationed on the coaſt of 


Leland for its protection? This queſtion was a very im- 


portant one, and he thou; ht it well became their Lordſhips 


to weigh well and conſider attentively the anſwer that ſhould 


be given to it. It 9 to him, his F ſaid, to be 


of 
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of ſtill greater importance, from what had fallen from the 
noble Earl at the head of the Admiralty, on the night that 
he had firſt given notice of his preſent motion. The noble 
Farl had then, with a conſiderable degree of warmth, de- 
clared, that “he believed if the thing was to be done over 
again, the Admiralty would act exactly in the fame man- 
ner.” In order to form a juſt and fair opinion whether the 
Admiralty were then right in what they did, or would be 
prudent in repeating it under a ſimilar lituation, it would 
be neceſſary to enter upon a review of the whole circum- 
ſtances. In doing this it would be proper to go at ſome length 
into detail on the proceedings of the enemy and of our own 
fleets, In this, however, he would endeavour to be as con- 
ciſe as the nature and importance of the ſubject would ad- 
mit. In the month of September, his Lordſhip ſaid, it was 
pretty generally and publicly known that an armament of 
very conſiderable extent, both as to ſhips and men, was 
going forward at Breſt. From the ſituation of that port, it 
was the general opinion that it could only be intended for 
one of theſe two objects: to act either againſt Portugal, or 
. againſt Ireland. The latter, however, was that againſt 
which moſt people imagined if to be intended. Early 
in October a fleet was ſent out under the comninand of 
Admiral Colpoys, which was to remain ſtationed off 
Breſt harbour, for the purpoſe of watching the motions _ 
of the enemy, and to prevent, if poſlible, their fleet from 
failing thence, From this time to the time of their ſail- 
ing, that gallant Admiral had remained on that ſtation, and 
he had no doubt that during his ſtay there, and from the 
time he quitted the ſtation to his arrival in port, he would 
be able to give the moſt eee reaſons for voy part 
of his conduct. 

To procced, however, with that gde of regularity 
which he could wiſh to obſerve in the detail of events as 
| they occurred, his Lordſhip ſaid he would begin with the 
departure of the French fleet from Breſt, their procedure 


0c the coaſt of Ireland, and return: from thence, and then 


take a view of what was doing at the ſame time by our chan- 
nel fleet under the command of Admiral Lord Bridport. 
This he conſidered as neceſſary, previous to taking any 


account of the tranſactions of Admiral Colpoys' fleet after 


The 


the French 95 left Breſt. 
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- The French armament, his Lordſhip ſtated, left Breſt under 


cover of a heavy fog on the 16th of December, on the 18th 
they arrived off the coaſt of Ireland. Some of them caſt 


anchor in Bantry Bay, and remained there till the 6th G 
January. Owing to adverſe winds and very ſtormy weather, 


which diſperſed the greateſt part of their flect, they were not 


able to effect a landing. If they had, with only a force of 


five or fix thouſand men, from the ihen {ſituation of the in- 


ternal force of Ireland, there is every reaſon to believe that 
Cork muſt, with all its ſtores and proviſions, have fallen! into 


the hands i the enemy. 


At all events, however, the facts ſhew that the French 
fleet, conſiſting of 18 ſail of the line, full of troops, ſeveral 
frigates, and numerous tranſports, actually ſailed from Breſt, 
anchored in Bantry Bay, remained there, ſome of them dur- _ 


ing a period of eleven or twelve days, and afterwards with 
very inconſiderable loſs, all of which was owing to ſtorms 


and tempeſts, returned to their own ports without falling in 
With a ſingle ſhip of the Engliſh navy to impede or moleſt 

them. His Lordſhip then begged*to draw their attention to 
what was doing by the Channel or Lord Bridport's fleet dur- 
ing this time. On the 2oth news arrived in England of the 
French fleet having left Breſt, On the 22d, orders were 
ſent to Lord Bridport to ſail immediately with the fleet under 
his commmand ; and by a letter from his Lordſhip to the 
_ Admiralty then on the table it appeared, that Lord Bridport 


could not ſail till the 25th, on account of ſome of the ſhips 


of his ſquadron not being ready. On the evening of the 
25th, however, he dropped down to St. Helen's, but, in do- 


ing ſo, the Sans Pareil and the Prince ran foul of each other, 


and one of them was fo much damaged that ſhe could not 
proceed. Lord Bridport was, therefore, delayed {till further, 
and did not fail till the 29th or 3oth. At that time, how- 
ever, he ſailed with ſeventeen ſail of the line and ſome fri- 
gates, and proceeded directly for Ireland. He arrived with 
his ſquadron at Bantry Bay on the Bth of January, two days 
after the French had left it; and after cruizing in queſt of 
them for ſeveral days, he finally returned to port, without 
having ſeen or fallen in with a ſingle ſhip of the enemy. 
His Lordſhip then ſaid, that he had no doubt of the great 


anxiety of admiral Lord Bridport to ſail as ſpeedily as poſ- 


ſible, and therefore he could not but ſuppoſe; that, from the 5 


information he had received, reſpecting the mode of his ſail- 
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ing down Channel, it muſt have been in conſequence of orders 
received from the Admiralty. He had been told that, our 
fleet was never known to have failed under fo little fail as it 
had done on that occaſion, and that otherwiſe if fail had been 
carried, Lord Bridport might have been off Bantry Bay two 
days ſooner than he was. Another thing which appeared 
very extraordinary to him was, that after the noble admiral 
found the whole of the'enemy's fleet had left that coaſt, he 
{till continued cruizing off Bantry Bay during a day and a 
halt before he proceeded any where elſe in queſt of them. 
His Lordſhip ſaid, that here it ſtruck him forcibly as neceſ- 
{ary to obſerve, that it appeared to him extremely negligent _ 
and blameable, that after Miniſters had ſo long been informed 
of this intended armament at Breſt, the fleet under Lord 
Bridport ſhould not have been more numerous and all ready, 
than to oblige him to wait in conſequence of an accident 
having happened only to two of them. In the next place, 
there appeared to be great blame that the fleet, ſuch as it was 
in point of numbers, ſhould be, on the 22d of December ſo 
far from ready, as that in conſequence it could not fail till 
the 25th; ſurely it ought to have been ready to fail at an 
| hour's notice. Thirdly, it appeared very extraordinary that 
Lord Bridport, from an accident to only two ſhips, ſhould 
have been detained from ſailing. Were there no other ſhips 
to replace them, either at Portſmouth or Plymouth ? There 
ſeemed to be ſomething very defective and negligent ſome- 
Where in this reſpe&t. It was a delay which certainly called 
tor explanation. It had given riſe to various conjectures. | 
It had been aſcribed by ſome to the want of money to victual 
the ſhips, by others to a want of money to pay the men. Ir 
had been accounted for from a diviſion in the Cabinet, from 
a miſunderſtanding between Lord Bridport and the port- 
admiral, to a contuſion which had taken place in the ſignals 
conveyed by the Telegraph, and to the caution of the noble 
_ perſon who had the command of the fleet. He did not doubt 
the zeal and anxiety of the noble admiral to mect the enemy, 
but it certainly was a proper ſubje& for enquiry in whom 
the delay originated, and upon what grounds it had taken 
place. On not finding the French fleet in Bantry Bay, Lord 
| Bridport did not repair off Breſt, but inſtead of it he went 
and cruized off Uſhant. The noble admiral, he again re- 
peated, he was fully convinced, had not been deficient in his 
duty, and that he had acted in u conformity to his inſtructions. 
| rag Whether 
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Whether theſe orders were the beſt which could have been 


given, conſidering. all the circumſtances of the caſe, was a 
point for the Admiralty to explain. 

Lord Albemarle then proceeded to make ſome obſervations 
upon admiral Colpoys's ſquadron. He called for an expla- 


nation of the cauſes of its return when admiral Colpoys 


knew that the French fleet was at ſea. It was incumbent upon 
the noble Lord at the head of the Admiralty to ſhew that he 


had been driven into port by the ſeverity of the weather, if 


he did not mean to prefer againſt the commander of 
that ſquadron, one of the molt ſerious charges which 


could be preferred againſt any officer, or if he did not 


mean to take blame to himſelf for not having the ſhips 


properly victualled. His Lordſhip read extracts from 


ſeveral letters of admiral Colpoys, given in the printed 


papers before the Houle, ſtating, that the ſhips under his 


command were in want of fuel and water, and as it was 
ſtyled of eſſential articles, and that the weather was ſo vio- 
lent that he could not diſtribute proviſions from thoſe ſhips | 
which were beſt ſupplied to the reſt. The fleet ſeemed to 


have been much in want of water, as the Powerful, which 


was victualled for foreign ſervice, and took 200 tons on 
board, returned into port with only four tons. He inferred 


from this, that the Powerful had been obliged to ſupply ſome 


of the reſt of the ſhips. It was not fair to ſtate the average 


quantity of water on board the fleet on its return to port, as 


was done in one of the papers on the table, becauſe ſome 
| ſhips might be in want when others had abundance; and it 


Was well known that in tempeſtuous weather there was no 


poſſibility of diſtributing it from one ſhip to another. Fuel 


was another article of which there was ſaid to have been a 


great ſcarcity on board the fleet, and of which there was no 
return upon the. table. This, A he informed their 
Lordſhips was not his fault, as he had come down on a 
former day with an intention of moving for this return, but 


was deterred by the firſt Lord of the Admiralty mentioning 


that the Admiralty uſually got no return of this article, and 


that it could not be procured without conſiderable difficulty 


and a good deal of time. His Lordſhip laſtly adverted to the 


conduct of admiral Elphinſtone, who, inſtead of joining ſome 
of the ſquadrons then at ſea, with the Magnanime and the 
other ſhips under his command, came to St Helen's on that 


very day that Lord Bridport put to ſea. Lord Albemarle 


9 with expreſſing his firm perſuaſion that the facts to 
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Which he had alluded, and the particulars he had mentioned, 


were amply ſufficient to inducetheir Lordſhips to enter into the 


_ enquiry he was about to propoſe. He ſhould therefore move, 


„That this Houſe do reſolve itſelf into a Committee, to enquire into the mea - 
_ ſures taken for the protect ion of Ireland, * a naval force upon the late attempted 


Invaſion.” 


Earl Spencer roſe avowedly to defend the conduct of the 


Board of Admiralty, and ſhew that it did not merit the impu- 
tations that had been caſt on it, reſpecting a watter which 


was certainly of great importance, viz. the protection of Ire- 


land by a naval force upon the late attempted invaſion. 


When he ſaid this, he was ready to admit that the noble Earl 


had brought forward his motion with great candour, and he 
was deſirous of giving the Houſe the fulleſt explanation up- 
on the ſubject, confident that with that explanation, and 

with the lights which the papers on the table threw upon the 


whole matter, the moſt ſatisfactory proof would be afforded 


ſtances of the caſe would permit to human foreſight, and the 
moſt anxious attention to the intereſts of the country, and that 
no one of the gallant officers, to whom it had been neceſſary ta 


allude, had been in the ſmalleſt degree to blame. Before he 
proceeded further, he thought it neceſſary to ſay a word or 
two as to an expreſſion of his when notice was hrſt given by 
the noble Earl of his intention to bring forward ſuch a mo- 
tion. He certainly had ſaid, that it the circumſtance was to 


happen again, he would purſue preciſely the ſame meaſures 


that he had taken. That expreflion fell from him in the 
warmth of debate, and hie did not mean to retract it, but he 


that the Admiralty had done every thing that the circum- 


* 


wiſhed to qualify it, by ſaying that he meant that had the 


Board of Admiralty no other information nor intelligence be- 
fore them, than that on which they were obliged to act at 
the time, and on that point their Lordſhips would find that 


much of the explanation he was about to offer depended, as 


under different intelligence, the Admiralty would certainly 


have thought it their duty to purſue a different line of con- 


duct. But why had not they better information? The noble 


| Earl aſked: It certainly, he allowed, was fairly expected of 
a government which had ſecret. ſervice money at its com- 
mand, that it ſhould obtain, by means of its agents, infor- 


mation to which the public had not acceſs, and they were 


| bound to obtain the beſt poſlible intelligence reſpecting the 
motives of the enemy. There was no noble Lord in that 


Houſe who ever had aſſiſted in his Majeſty s Councils who 


muſt 


I 
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muſt not have been ſenſible that it was impoſſible at all 
times to obtain correct information reſpecting the plans and 


deſigns of an enemy. A government might ſome times have 
too much as well as too little information, and when, from 


different quarters they got different intelligence, it became a 


matter of uncertainty how they ought to act. In the preſent 
inſtance he was convinced that the Admiralty had acted in the 
beſt manner poſf ble upon the information which they had. 
But, for this aſſertion, he muſt claim credit from the Houſe, 
unſupported by the documents on which it reſted. For every 
noble Lord mult be aware that it was impoſſible to lay that 


information before the Houſe, conſiſtently with the ſafety 
of the perſons by whom it was communicated, and wher- 
ever that was the caſe, extracts of letters, which were natu- 


rally liable to ſuſpicion, and might have the harſh term of 
being garbled applied to them, muſt be laid before the 
Houſe, inſtead of the entire letters. It certainly was an in- 
convenience to which the king's ſervants muſt at all times 

\ ſubmit, and for his own part he had no ſcruple to declare 
that however necelſary to his own exculpation or defence 
the whole of a letter might be, when it contained matters of 

a delicate nature not proper for the public eye, he would 
rather be thought to have aQed negligently, where he was 

_ conſcious he had done his duty, than from motives of a per- 
ſonal nature be led to forget that higher duty of caution, 
which a due ſenſe of the more important intereſts of his 
country required at his hands. The noble Earl he obſerved _ 
had arranged his argument in a ſingular manner, and there- 


fore he ſhould take the liberty of reverſing the arrangement 


that the noble Earl had thought proper to adopt. One 
would naturally have imagined that his Lordſhip would have 
led the attention of the Houſe firſt to the ſituation of the fleet 


under admiral Colpoys, and the conduct of that gallant of- 


ficer, as ſoon as he learnt from Sir Edward Pellew that the 


French fleet under cover of the fogs that prevailed in thoſe 


long nights, had got out of Breſt, and eſcaped the vigilance i 


of the admiral's frigates, a circumſtance not at all warrant- 
ing any imputation of blame to admiral Colpoys, becauſe at 
ſuch a ſeaſon as the 16th of December, when the French 


fleet ventured out of Breſt, it was too much to expect that 
in ſuch weather their paſſing the Britiſh ſquadron muſt ne- 
ceſſarily have been detected. Inſtead, however of adverting 


to the ſituation of admiral Colpoys and the fleet under his 
command, the noble Earl had firſt entered into a diſcuſſion 
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of the conduct of Lord Bridport, the orders he from time to 


time received, the accident that happened to the Prince 
mn conſequence of the Sans Pareil running foul of her in 
dropping down to St. Helens, and the delay that attended 
the ſailing of his Lordſhip's fleet. In arguing on theſe to- 
pics, the noble Earl had reaſoned as if it was the only fleet 
prepared to meet the enemy, in caſe of an attack upon an 


part of the coaſts of the two kingdoms. He had fallen into 


the vulgar error that had prevailed at the time, of conſider- 


ing it as the fleet of England, or as ſonie of the newſpapers 


had erroneouſly termed it, the grand Channel fleet, whereas 
2 powerful diviſion of the Channel fleet under admiral 


Colpoys, had been for ſome months ſtationed off Breſt _ 


to watch the motions of the enemy, and to attack any fleet 
that ſhould attempt to ſail out of that port. With reſpect to 


- admizal Colpoys's ſquadron being ſo long at ſea, he confeſſed 
that he was friendly to the ſyſtem of making fleets frequently 


change their ſtation, In the preſent caſe, however, the 


fquadron under the command of that gallant admiral had 


been kept out of port longer than uſual, and longer than he 


owned was deſirable, by Sir Roger Curtis, who had gone in 


queſt of admiral Richery, and who was to ſucceed admiral 


Colpoys on the Breſt ſtation, arriving a fortnight later in 


port than was expected. He affirmed,. however, that that 


fleet was not forced to come into port by a want of neceſſa- 
ries as ſuggeſted by the noble Earl, but that it was driven up 
channel by tempeſtuous weather. Water they certainly had 
not in very great abundance; but the Powerful had leſs in 

Proportion than any other ſhip, not from having diſtributed 


part of her {toze to the reſt of the fleet, but from having uſed 


a greater quantity than was common. When he ſaid his, 
he did not mean to throw the leaſt reflection upon the gallant 


commander of that ſhip; but there was no one acquainted 
With ſea affairs who did not know that more water was uſed 


on board of ſome ſhips than others; and certainly the 
Powerful had conſumed more than had been thought neceſ- 
ſary. After the French fleet had eluded the vigilance of 
admiral Colpoys, to whom he wiſhed to give every degree of 
eredit for his active and enterpriſing ſervices on his ſtation, 
he contended, that the gallant officer adopted the wiſeſt 


courſe which it was poſſible for him to take. He repaired 
off the Lizard Point, finding from the tempeſtuouſneſs of 


the weather, he could not remain off Breſt, and that certain- 


ly was the ſtation in which he was moſt likely either to re- 
ceive 


* 
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ceive intelligence of the enemy, or further orders from the 
Admiralty. Even here, however, he could not keep his ſta- 
tion, and was obliged to come into the neareſt port. oh 

Earl Spencer next proceeded to vindicate the conduct of the 


fleet under Admiral Lord Bridport. As ſoon as the Admiralty 
got intelligence of the failing of the French flect, orders were 
ſent to Lord Bridport to prepare for ſea with all poſſible expe- 
dition, as would be ſeen by adverting to Mr. Nepean's letter 


to his Lordſhip, No. 7, and Lord Bridport's anſwer, No. 8, 
of the printed papers. Ihe ſhips under his command could 


not be got ready, however, till the 2 5th of December, five 


days after the date of the order. This delay was occafioned 
by ſome of the ſhips of Sir Roger Curtis's ſquadron, and which 
were to go out with Lord Bridport, needing repair. As ſoon, 
however, as they were ready for fea, which was on the 25th, 
they dropped down to St. Helen's; and here his Lordſhip ob- 


ſerved, that the noble Lord had aſked why Lord Bridport did 
not proceed to ſea with nine ſhips of the line, inſtead of wait- 
ing for the other fix, which were to join him from Spithead ? 
Hie aſſured the noble Lord that it was not owing to either of 


the ſtrange cauſes that he had ſuggeſted ; it neither aroſe from 


the want of money to victual ſhips, the want of money to pay 
the men, a diviſion among his Majeſty's Miniſters, a miſun- 
derſtanding between the Port Admiral and the Admiral of the 

fleet, nor from a confuſion of the Telegraph fignals; in fact, 


it was impoſſible that it ſhould have happened from either of 
them. The vicualling the thips lay entirely with the Vic- 


tualling Office, who took the proviſions out of the King's 
ſtores, and could not want money to enable them to do ſo; and, 


_ gallant and faithful as our ſailors were, it was, for obvious rea- 
jons, not uſual to advance them any pay till the very day be- 


fore they ſailed ; nor was there any miſunderſtanding between 
Lord Bridport; and as to the Telegraph, that would have had 
an extraordinary property indeed, if, in ſuch foggy weather, it 


could have conveyed any ſignal whatever. The truth was, 
the noble Admiral acted in obedience to his inſtructions, which 


were ſent before the Admiralty knew the courſe which the 
French fleet had taken, and before they knew that Admiral 
Colpoys had returned to port. Had the noble Admiral known 
that, at that moment, there were ſeven ſhips of the enemy an- 
chored in Bantry Bay, he would not have heſitated for a mo- 


ment to put to fea, if it had been practicable. He muſt re- 
mark, however, that from the ſtate of the wind and tide that 
miglit have been impraCticable ; for he underſtood, that when 
the wind blew from South-Eaſt, ſhips could not fail from St. 
: _ Helen's, 


* 
— —ũ—— — —ä— . — — cn. Au na — 


368 WOODFALL'S PARLIAMENTARY REFORTS. - [Lozvs, 
Helen's, except when the tide was fair, and at that time it was 
extremely adverſe. His Lordſhip read extracts from ſeveral _ 

letteis from Sir Peter Parker, the Port Admiral at Spithead, 
the ſubſtance of which was, that the ſhips deſtined to join Lord 
Bridport, at St. Helen's, could not ſail, on account of the ad- 
verſe winds. From all theſe circumſtances, which his Lord- 
ſhip dwelt on with great minuteneſs and fulneſs of detail, it fo 
happened that Lord Bridport could not put to ſea till the 3d of 
January; and it ſo happened, alfo, that the French fleet 
eluded his vigilance, That fleet, compoſed in all of 15 fail of 
the line, and which was originally deſtined to relieve Admiral 
Colpoys off Breſt, would have been ſufficient and bold enough 
to have encountered 17 fail of any enemy's fleet. He ſtated 
that Admiral Colpoys would alfo have had 17 fail of the line, 
if ſeveral of his ſhips had not been diſabled. The delay in 
Lord Bridport's failing, he had already ſhewn, was owing to 
none of the cauſes inſinuated by the noble mover of this en- 
quiry, but was imputable to the nature of the tides and the 
contrary winds. Lord Bridport failed as ſoon as practicable, 
and it would have been imprudent to have ſailed down Chan- 
nel under a preſs of ſail during the long dark nights and ſtormy 
weather. It was only on the gift of December laſt that intel- 
ligence was received from Admiral Kingſmill, of the French 
fleet being off Ireland; and on the 3d of January Lord Brid- 
port failed from St. Helen's, and was off Cape Clear on the 
7th. Whilſt his Lordſhip lamented that various concurring, 
yet unavoidable, circumſtances prevented the capture of the 
French fleet, he at the ſame time remarked that the enemy 
had no cauſe to boaſt of their ſucceſs, having loſt in the expe- 
dition 11 ſhips of war, 4000 men, and a proportionable quan- 
tity of ſtores. He could by no means allow, however, that 
Ireland owed its ſafety to the winds and tempeſtuous weather; 
on the contrary, it was the winds, and the winds and weather 
only, which prevented the French fleet from being deſtroyed, 
either by Admiral Colpoys or Lord Bridport. The Earl 
lightly touched on the conduct of Admiral Elphinſtone, and 
the diſpoſition of his force, which had been adverted to on this 
occaſion. The conduct of that gallant officer ſpoke beſt for 
itſelf, and his hiſtory was to be read in the important ſervices 
he had rendered his country. In fine, his Lordſhip again 
and again contended, that the ſalvation of the French fleet was 
entirely owing; to the effects of the weather and of the wind; 
he meant with reſpect to their falling into the hands of the 
Britiſh fleet; for, in other reſpects, it was notorious that they 
had materially ſuffered by the weather: eleven of their ſhips 
: 8 . were 
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were loſt, and upwards of 4000 men. He inſiſted that, upon 


a review of the whole eircumſtances, no blame could be fairly 

imputed either to the Board of Admiralty, or to the gallant 
Admiral and officers who ſerved upon the occaſion. On the 
contrary, he thought both worthy praiſe, inſtead of cenſure, 


and, thinking of it in this manner, he certainly muſt think 


the propoſed enquiry wholly unnecefiary. He reſted with 


confidence on the deciſion v the Houſe, conſcious that the 
whole of what had taken place proceeded from cauſes out of 


the reach of human controul. He ſtood acquitted to himſelf. 
He could not command what depended on the weather and the 


elements. Having entered into this long and circumſtantial 


explanation, the Earl ſaid, he truſted he had not idly intruded 


on the time of the Houſe ; but he fhquld not do juſtice to the 
known zeal of Lord Bridport, and his acknowledged callantry 


and fgirit, if he did not ſay, that he knew his Lordſhip had 


felt the greateſt anxicty to put to fea to meet the enemy, and 


that not! ning could equal that anxiety bur his difappointment | 


and vexation at not being able to ſail fooner. He hoped, and 


indeed he was perſuaded, their Lordſhips would conſider the 


papers upon their table as ſoperſeding the neceſſity of any en- 
quiry. He ſhould Ce give his decided negative to the 
motion of the noble Lor 


IT be Earl of Carlisle on when I had the 8 of . 


ing myſelf to your Lordſhips the other night, notice being 


then given for the motion now in difcuffion, 1 am ſenſible that 
I might ſeem to expreſs myſelf with more warmth and eager- 
neſs than the ſubject at that time appeared to juſtify. But, 


under the apprehenſion that the ſame mode of explanation, or 


defence, might be attempted here that was purſued in another 


place, I] thought it my duty, as ſtrongly as J was able, to warn 


the noble Lord at the head of the Admiralty againſt it; con- 
ceiving that a caſe made out from a partial ſelection of papers, 


could make little impreſſion upon thoſe accuſtomed to the 


ſtubborn rules of judicial proceedings, not liable to yield to 


the ſeductions of ingenious declaination, nor to ſurrender their 


Judgments to ny. thing ſhort of a complete knowledge of the 
whole of the calc upon which they were to decide. While I 


_ confeſs that, in one point 'of view, the mode which has ob- 


tained here carries a ſhew of fairneſs and candgur, inaſmuch 
that ſome time has been given to the inveſtigation of the pa- 


pers laid upon the table, | cannot, neverthgleis, help deeply 


lamenting that this explanation was not produced voluntarily 


by the Firſt Lord of the Admiralty, unprovoked by any mo- 


tion in either Houſe of Parliament, and at a much earlier 
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period; produced in order to fling light, if light can be flung, 
| upon thete myſterious tranſactions, to calm the agitations of the 
| publie mind, and hinder that diſtruſt of the management of 
| the navy fivm gathering and encreafing, which I am con- 
3 cerned to obſerve daily ſpreading, highly injurious to that fer- 
vice to which this motion particularly relates. 

Another advantage would have attended a more early pro- 
duction of this expla, mation: the Houſe would have benefited 

i by the preſence of a perion much intereſted in this diſcuſſion 
i (Admiral Lord Bridport), whoſe authority as to the eſtablith- 
| ment of facts, or unravelling diſficultics, would have been on 
| this occalicn of the greateſt weipht and importance. 

Leaving obſervations of a general nature, I ſhall proceed to 
the examination of four or tive points, all of them connected 
with the motion this day ſubmitted to the Houſe. I am lorry. 

to lay, the papers upon the table are little calculated to remove 
the darkneſs that remains enveloping each of them ; and {till 
* leſs the ſpeech this moment delivered by the Fiſt Lord of the 
1 Admiralty. 

The point to which 1 (hall endeavour to draw the attention 
of the Houſe, _ 

In the firſt place, is the {mallneſs of the prepared force un- 
der Admiral Lord Bridport. | 
In the ſecond, to that Admiral not being ready to ſail before 

3 the 25th, the news of the French having left Breſt ar- 
ql : riving Ol the 20th. 
| In the third, the omiſſion of a moſt material order to Vice 
Admiral Colpoys to make lreland his firſt care, upon 
miffing the enemy coming out from Breſt. 

In the fourth, the omiſſion of an equally important order to 

Admiral Lord Bridport to repair immediately to Ireland, 
even with the force he had at St. Helen's, inſtead of an- 
choring there on the 29th of December. | 

In the fifth, the omiſſion of an order to fend out inſtantly 

again as many of Vice Admiral Colpoys' ſhips as could 
put to ſea after their return. 

A'ter ſtating thele, it will be conſidered how the papers bear þ 
upon them. 

As to the fmallncs of Lord Bridport's force, nothing is to be 
found contained in the papers ilinging any light upon this ex- 
traordinary circumſtance. We know we have in commiſſion 
124 thips of the line; that the naval war is much confined to 
European ſeas; that the purſe of Great Britain has been moſt 
wiſely and liberally open to every demand of the Admiralty for 
this ſervice, the baſis of our prelent and our r future ſeeunny.s 
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that we have to contend with the Jaſt ſhreds and remnants of 
the French marine, and that the Admiralty mult have been in 


poſſeſſion of the French preparations even before the period 


when the general alarm of invaſion was founded, at the meet- 


ing of Parliament, to the people of England. With this 


knowledge we find the fleet at home fo nicely meaſured with 


the known force of the enemy, that accidents happening to two 
or three of Lord Bridport's ſquadron, would render his failing 


without thoſe ſhips too great a riſk in the opinion of that com- 


mander, and of the Firſt Lord of the Admiralty. I aſk, why 


had not Lord Bridport a force to allow of fimilar accidetits? 
Let us hear whether there was not ſufficient time to have at- 
ſorded him a larger force? What would have been our con- 
dition, had the tlements either diſperled or driver Admiral 
Colpoys fo far to the South as to have left the French fleet at 
liberty to purſue any object it aimed at. A ſhip or two run- 
ning foul of each other locks up in port the whole remaining 
force of England, and leaves, as was the caſe, the lifter king: 


dom at the mercy of an infulting and inv ding enemy. 


When we recollect the circumſtances of the American w var, 


great as our diffieulties were, numerous and pwerful as were 


the combined forces of our enemies on the oc gn; when we 


had the Eaſt Indies to guard, and the Weſt Indies to protect; 
| When alſo a Channel fleet was indifpenſible for our fecurity ; 


with the French marine in its greateſt itrength and vigour, 


joined to all that Spain and Holland could give to aid their 
common cauſe, no diſaſter ever occurred during that period in 
our naval operations that ever clouded the brows of Engliſh— 


men like the preſent, or ſfung their hearts with ſuch vexation 


and diſappointment. The noble Lord at the head of the Ad- 
miralty has not approached in his ſpeech this great radical mif- 


chief. I hope [ have ſaid enough upon it to invite his attention 
to it, and gain. for the public {ome explanation before we 


part. 


Turning to the ſecond. point, the flect under Lord Br; idport 
not being ready before the 25th: on this the papers afford as 
little ſatisſaction as on the other. Wia perceive the news of 


the French fleet being actually at fea reaches the Admiralty on 


the 20th. That Board gives orders to Lord Pridport to go as 


ſoon as poſhble in ſearch of them. In anſwer it is ſtated, that 
the condition of the Orion, the Prince George, and the Atlas, 
will not permit the failing of the ficet before. the 25th. And 


the Firſt Ford of the Admiralty fates. the Peet at Port{mouth 
was ready: a Hleet 1 i ready that can I f. 6 fea, in three or four 


days from ihe time orders are rectived jor feli. Good God! 
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of what conſequence thoſe days have been to this country! 
Three or four days under theſe circumſtances were an eternity; 
the wind being fair, of a value and conſequence beyond all 
meaſure, all calculation. To have been, indeed, ready, we 

might have thought, from the hour that we knew of what was 
paſhne at Breſt, the Britiſh fleet would have pr eparec tor days, 
nay weeks, befare; to have weighed at a moment's warning, 
and every ſnip clear of the land in the ſhorteſt pofſible time. 
There is no comprehending this delay, unlets we adopt a rea- 
foning held out in another place; that reatineſs, by continu- 
ing ready, may be unready ; as health for want of change be- 


comes diſeaſe. Such refined conſolations are addreſſed to dif- 
ferent underſtandings from mine. The public has to conſider 


whether, upon an actual landing of the enemy upon this 
ifland, or Ireland, it ought to have been ſatisfied when told, 
True, the enemy is in the boſom of the country, but in three 
or four days a fleet will be ready to reſent the inſult. 

Let me not be underſtood to mean, that when Ireland ſeem- 
ed to be neglected, that a nearer care was partially directed 


to our own coaſts: 1 inſinuate no iuch thing. I tax the 
King's Miniſters with no ſuch ſtupid Jeagings, or better atten- 


tion, towards this part of the King's dominions than to the 
other. They muſt, with every rational being, feel Ireland 
and England are the lame. No fea rolls between, or divides 
their intereſts. — 

I come now to the third point, viz. the oniliicn of. poſi- 
tive order to Vice Admiral Colpoys, in the caſe of miſſing the 
French fleet, to aſcertain the ſafety of Ireland. 

Vice Admiral Colpoys was left to his diſcretion, which he 
exerciſed as a man of ſenſe, a good ſeaman, and an able officer. 
T1 complain that he was ſo abandoned to his diſcretion : left to 
himſelf, upon diſcovering fix line of battle ſhips ſteering for 
Breſt, after he was informed the enemy was out of port, he 
reaſoned well that the fleet had met with ſome diſcomfiture, 
that they could not mean the invaſion of this country, that their 
utmoſt effort muſt be to point towards an attack on Portugal, 
and that . to the conjectures of that able officer, Sir 
Edward Pellew, that they had ſtood to the South. I repeat 


my complaint, that the beſt founded or moſt ingenious conjec- 


ture was ſuffered to operate on his conduct. His order ſhould 
have been couched in thefe terms: Upon lofing ſight of the 
enemy's fleet, make Ireland ſure, If you cannot follow in its 
wake, the chances are fifty to one, that the enemyhas ſteered 


- another courſe ; make Ireland Jure. Neglegiing this poſitive 


direction, 
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dire tion, we had the ſafety of Ireland placed i in the lame ſcale 
as hat of Fur AL gat 


hu rin. ne to the conſideration of the fourth Point, in 


tune iy COL ted with the foregoing: the omiſſion of a fimi- 
J: order to Admiral Lord Bridport to put to fea with any 


1 p.. admitting his number was reduced by accidents to cight 


Oi in. 


Had the order alluded to been given to Vice Admiral Col- 


pos to ſteer fo: Ireland, no danger would have attended, had 
Lord Pridport been ordered to repair to the ſame place. | 


When the French were found, if in Ireland, there would, in 


_ obedienve of the order on which fo much fireſs. in laid, be 
found at leait a part of Admiral Colpoys' diviſion; a winks ce. 
ment, if wanted, would have done every thing. The deſti- 
nation led to no danger ariſing from diſparity of force. But 


no ſuch inſtruction was thought neceſſary. Admiral Lord 
Bridport was to join Admiral Colpoys, make himſelf 17 fail, 
and then to look into Ireland, provided he receives information 
of tlie French fleet having directed their courſe there. 


The laſt remaining point may perhaps have its explanation ; Is 
my imagination does not ſuggeſt it. The not ſending imme- 
diately to ſea any part of Vice Admiral Colpoys' Squadron as 
could go out again, to pick up ſuch of the enemy's ſhips, then 


known to be in diſtreſs from weather, as s might have eſeaped 
Admiral Lord Bridport's fleet. 


Much have we heard aſſerted, that Admiral 8 was 


not neceſſitated to return from want of water or proviſion. 
We have had great ſtreſs laid upon an aggregate of proviſions 


of his ſquadron. It is of little importance to know whether 
Tome ſhips had an abundance, others a deficiency. The only 


queſtion worth an anſwer | is, whether water, fuel, &c. could 


be ſhifted in that ſeaſon, in thoſe ſeas, with any ſafety to the 


boats fo employed? But take it that all this could be per- 


formed in the month of December, in the Bay of Biſcay, as 
ſome think it might be performed upon the Thames, it only 
proves that ſome of the ſ{quadron might as well have been ſent 
again to ſea, as remain in port. This idea of an aggregate of 
proviſions could only, 1 Conceive, originate in the imagina- 0 


tion of a landſman. 
Having, in this manner, W to ſubmit to the- Houſe 


_ theſe different points for its conſideration, it is with this aſſem- 
bly to determine, whether the papers on the table, or the 


ſpeech of the Firſt Lord of the Admiralty, are calculated to 


elucidate them. If theſe doinform us what ſatisfactory ground 


the fleet under Lord Bridport | was not more powerful as to 
| = | numbers; 
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numbers; why thoſe days, from the 21ſt to the 25th were 
fo fatally loſt: why the ſafety of his Majeſty's dominions 
was not made the firſt and neareſt care of the Admiralty, 
| and why no uſe was made of the ſhips returned with Vice 
1 Admiral Colpoys, then, no poſſible utility can ariſe from 
| farther enquiry. But if theſe do not, (as I maintain 
they do not] afford that neceſſary information to your Lord- 
ſlips and the nation at large, they leave the fame vexation 
| and diſappointment feſtering in the public boſom; the ſame 
| apprchenſion, the ſame diſtruſt as to the management of 
= the navy; and the ſame ſickening reflections, that had pru- 
* dential wiſdom dictated the orders ſo often Aae to, an 
opportunity might have been ſeized of ſtriking an annihi- 
i lating blow to the naval power of France. I ſhall not now 
| attempt to point what might have been the conſequences 
of ſuch a blow. It is not preſumption to ſuppoſe it might 
have opened a ſhort and even road to Peace. 

The Marquis of Azercern ſaid, that he would ſtate to the 
Houſe, why he had for a moment continued to offer him 
ſelf to their Lordſhips' attention after the noble Earl had ap- 
peared upon his legs. It was becauſe he heard many of 
their Lordſhips call upon him, and he had not heard ſcarcely . 

any name the noble Earl. With reſpe ect to the noble Earl at 
the head of the Admiralty, no man could entertain a higher 
reſpect for him than he did; he had known and reſpected 
him from his carlieſt years. When at ſchool, they had been 
on friendly terms, and though he had not been i in the habits 
of intimacy ſince, nothing like matter of offence had ever 
_ paſſed between them. He did not think, however, that any 
_ confiderations of perſonal regard ought to prevent any 
noble Lord from ſpeaking his ſentiments freely on public 
occurrences; nor could the noble Ear] be offended that his 
public Adminiſtration ſhould be made the ſubject of Parlia- 
mentary diſcuſſion. That he took to be fair public ground, 
fit to be taken in that Houſe, and that the noble Fart 
would not feel himſelf entitled to complain, if upon 
that ground he came forward that day. Upon ſeveral points 
he differed materially from the noble Earl. With regard to 
the conduct of the war, it was not perhaps convenient to de- 
liver his full ſentiments on the preſent occaſion. With re- 
gard to the merits of Sir John Jervis, it was ſufficient barely 
to name him; his exploits required no commemoration or 
panegyric. It had been ſaid on a former day that the firſt 
Lord of the Admiralty ought to be careful how he allowed 
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a Britiſh fleet to perform ſo lignal an exploit as that which 
Sir John ſervis had achieved over {ſuch decided ſuperiority of 
numbers. He had been that day on the point of rifing to 


ſhew that ſucceſs with unequal numbers was not a new 


circumſtance in the preſent war, but a moment's recollection 


inclined him to think, that the alluſion in quei ion might 


appear invidious, and he was ready to admit that ſuch was 
the ſplendour of Sir John Jervis's victory, that the honours 
of the day ought to be all his own. He might, however, 


now fay, and he hoped it would he recollected that this 


was not the firit occaſion during the preſe nt war, in Which 
a Britiſh officer Was enabled to ſignalize his gallantry, and 
to crown himſelf With glory from a ſinilar inequality. 


Their Lordſhips would recollect th. at the y bad returned their 


thanks to Admiral Cornwallis, and his brave captain, cap- 
tain Whitby, for his aſtoniſhng 8 loit which he kad per- 


formed in engaging and beating of a French ſquadron of 
thirteen fail of the line with only Give. When they thanked 
that brave officer upon that . occaſion (and it was the leaſt 
tribute they could beitow) he did not expect that the ſame _ 
diſparity would have afforded an opportunity for a diſplay of 
gallantry and {kill in all its circumſtances, perhaps ſtill 


more aſtoniſhing and more important in 'its confequences. 


Ile hoped, however, that he ſhould not find that Sir John 


Jervis thould experience a ſimilar reward, and the next thing 

they ſhould hear would be, that Miniſters as they had already 
done in a ſimilar inſtance, deprived him and captain Calder, 
in the vigour of life, of the e of again ſignaliſing 
that gallantry and {kill which they had diſplayed, nor as a 


reward for their former zeal, deprive them of the means of 
again exerting it in the ſervice. of their country. He hoped. 
their Lordſhips would pardon him for this digreſſion, which 
they might conſider indeed as not wholly unconnected with 


the preſent W He ſhould proceed to conſider the queſ- 
tion immediate 


y before them for their deciſion. In diſ- 
cuſſing the expediency of a Parliamentary enquiry upon 


the preſent ſubject, he was deſirous to put out of view all 
captious objections to particular meaſures, and to wave 


every conſideration of What papers it might be hurtful to the 
public ſervice to produce. In a war, e in which 


failure had ſucceeded failure, it was the right and the duty of 


Parliament to enquire, and it was the intereſt of Miniſters, 


if their conduct was unexceptionable, that the inveſti- 


gation ſhould take place, We were now in the fifth year 
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of a war marked with a melancholy feries of reverſes and 


misfortunes, in which plan after plan had miſcarried. In 
the courſe oi this unfortu.-ate period, our patience, to ſay no 
more, had kept pace with our diſaſters, our diſgraces, and 


our calamities. Never had we been engaged in a war in 


which ſo many opportunities of acting with advantage, had 


in a manner preſſed themſelves upon Miniſters and been ſo 
ill improved. Not one of them had been ſeized with judg- 
ment, no veſtige of profit or advantage from them now re- 


mained or could be traced. All the repulſes, all the calami- 
ties, however, which this country had ever encountered, 


- ſunk before the diſgraceful attempt with which ireland had 


been threatened and inſulted, with impunity. He did not 
fay that Miniſters were to blame in this affair, for it was not 


his diſpoſition or his habit, to prejudge the conduct of any 


man, or any ſet of men of what deſcription ſoever they 
might be, but if ever there was ſubject for enquiry, it was 


this. The period to which the enquiry ſhould extend, was 
certainly, as the noble Lord ſpoke laſt had obſerved, to a 
period previous to the earlieſt dates of the papers laid upon 
the table. The Miniſters had been in poſſeſſion of intelli- _ 
gence of the deſigns of the enemy previous to October, and 
It was their duty not to have truſted the ſafety of Ireland to 


the chance of winds and waves. It was their duty to have 
Prepared for its detence, and to have arranged the force and 


diſtribution of their fleets, with a view to that enterpriſe. 


which they knew ,would be attempted. Ireland was the 
principal object which the view of this ſubject preſented. 
Upon this head, however, he felt himſelf entangled and per- 


plexed. Were he to explain himſelf fully he ſhould ſur- 


priſe their Lordſhips. But he never wiſhed to ſay more 


than caution dictated. Was it not an aggravation of the 
blame, wherever it reſted, that upon this naval defence alone 


the ſafety of Ireland was ſtaked? To place it in a ſtate of 


internal preparation no exertion had been made, no mea- 
ſure had been taken. To call this a molt criminal neglect, 


was to give it the ſofteſt term. It was a neglect by which 
Miniſters had trifled with that important ſtake which this 
country had in the fate of Ireland, with that union of mutual 


intereſt inſeparable. as that of foul and body—a neglect by : 


which they had trifled with the property of thouſands and 


the happineſs of millions, by which they had put to hazard 


the brighteſt jewel in the Britiſh diadem. With regard to 
the papers produced, he did not think they proved much in, 
favour 
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favour of Miniſters. To eſtabliſh a juſtification of Mi- 
niſters, theſe papers ought to have proved four points that 
this country had a ſufficient fleet ready for ſea; that Ad- 
miral Colpoys' fleet was ſufficiently ſtrong to keep the ſea; 
that Admiral Colpoys was ſufficiently provided with ſtores, 
Kc. and that as the noble Earl who had juſt fat down had 
well obſerved, Admiral Colpoys had received particular 
o:ders to turn his attention to Ireland, and to proceed there 
as ſoon as he received intelligence that the French fleet had 
_ failed. None of theſe points, however, appeared from the 
papers to have been regarded, at leaſt they were not made 
out. In fact, the papers on the table, confidently as the 
noble Earl relied on them, were nothing more than ſuch 
as any Adminiſtration could produce, and gave no fatisfac- 
tion on this particular and important caſe. On the contrary, 
it was proved that Admiral Colpoys had been too long at 
0 ſea, that he was not ſufficiently provided with ſtores, &c. 
and above all, it proved, beyond diſpute, that no particular 
attention had been paid to Ireland, nor any politive orders 
given to Admiral Colpoys to make its ſafety his principal 

Hl object. The Marquis proceeded to conſider the ſtate of 

=! Admiral Colpoys' fleet, and contended that every fact re- 

0 ſpbecting it either ſtated in the papers on the table, or by the 
noble Earl at the head of the Admiralty, in his ſpeech 
that day, ſerved to ſhew that the conduct of the Admiralty 
had been deferving of cenſure, he, therefore, could not have 

the ſmalleſt heſitation to vote for the enquiry. 125 

Earl Spencer ſaid, that if the motion for an enquiry were 
carried, he ſhould conſider it neither more nor leſs than a 
cenſure on the Admiralty Board, a return which the Ad- 
miralty little merited, as he was conſcious that every pre- 

caution had been taken, every means uſed to prevent the 
unfortunate circumſtances that had occurred, firſt in the 
eſcape of the French fleet out of Breſt, unobſerved by Ad- 
miral Colpoys and unknown by him for ſix days, next by 
the unexpected but unavoidable delay of the failing of Lord 
Bridport, and laſt of all, which was moſt to be lamented, the 
failure of Lord Bridport” s falling in with the French fieet, 
all of them circumſtances which every noble Lou muſt la- 
ment, and none more ſincerely than himſelf, hecaufe he was 
convinced, from the known ſpirit, {kill, and bravery of Lord 
Bridport, that had he had the good fortune of meeting the enemy 
he would have given their Lordſhips and the public a very 
300d account of them, With regard to what the noble Earl who 
Vor. II. 1797. 30 8 8 ſpoke 
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ſpoke immediately after he ſat down, had ſaid that Miniſters 
ought to have ſent an order to admiral Colpoys to make for 
Ireland with his ſquadron, as ſoon as he learnt that the 
French fleet had failed from Breſt, and could not learn their 


deſtination, he ſhould have thought him and the reſt of 


his Majeſty's Miniſters highly to blame, if they had done 
any fuch thing. Did noble Lords conſider what conſe- 
quences might have followed? Suppoſe admiral] Colp: ys 


had been able to reach Ireland, and the French fleet ſhouid 
have been driven by the hard fouth eaſterly gales, Which 
then prevailed up Channel, as admiral Colpoys was, what 


would have been the FUR nt of this country with a formid- 


able French fleet cloſe vpon our coaſts, between the fleet of 


admiral Colpoys and thoſe of our ports and arſenals on 
which the preſervation of our navy depended ? He repeated 
what he began with, viz. that an enquiry would neceſ- 


ſarily imply a cen fuse on the Admiralty, that he was conſci- 


ous no cenſure was merited ; that every attention had been 
paid to avert miſchance, ind enſure an attack on the French 


fleet which had darcd to inſult the coaſt of Ireland under 


cover of the extreme dark and foggy weather that then pre- 
vailed, that the French fleet had ſuſtained a capital loſs, both 


of men and ſhips by ſo dangerous an enterprize, and that he 


bimſclf had labourcd night and day to forward the failing of 
Lord Bridport's fleet, and to give the utmoſt diſpatch to the 


execution of a plan calculated to add to the naval ſucceſs of 


the preſent war, and which accident beyond human fore- 
ſight, and tempeſtuous weather, had ſnatched from us, and 


thereby enabled the remnant of the French armament to get 


ſafe into port. He owned he was a little ſurprized, after the 


full explanation that he had given of all the circumſtances 


which prevented acmiral Colpoys from meeting with the 
French fleet, and which alſo rendered it impoſſible for Lord 


Bridport to put to ſea ſooner, which part of his argument he 


had particularly laboured, to hear noble Lords ſtill continue 
to impute blame to the Board of Admiralty, While he had 


been in office he had deemed it his duty to make the utmoſt. 
_excrtions in his power to further the public fervice, and ſuch 


exertions he ſhould moſt unremittingly continue, but he pre- 
tended only to mortal powers, and whenever any man ſhould . 
feel himſelf confident enough to undertake to contend againſt 
winds and waves, to govern the elements, and command 
the tides and ſeaſons, he certainly would not have the ar- 
YOgance to hold his fituation one moment longer. 15 

f ne 
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The Earl of Maira ſaid that the generoſity of the noble 
Earl had involved and perplexed his own defence. He ha 
combined with his own defence the impracticadle attempt of 
likewiſe covering his colleagues. When he came down to 
the Houſe that day, he had imagined it would be IMpott ible 
for him not to vote againſt the motion, becauſe he concetv ed 
that it muſt imply a cenſure upon the firlt Lord of the Ad- 
miralty, to whom, in his opinion, no blame attached. The 
motion, however, now appeared to be of a more compre- 
henſive nature, and to embrace more important objects, 
After what had already been urged, and eſpecially after the 
forcible and eloquent manner in which the tubject had been 
urged by the two Lords who (poke lait, he ſhouid not trouble 
their Lordſhips with many obſervations. The real point he 
conſidered to be, why admiral Colpoys had not received 
orders to proceed to Ireland as ſoon as he received informa- 
tion that the French flect had failed? to this inportant 
point no ſatisfactory anſwer had been given. It was not 
enough to ſay, that in that cafe the French fleet might have 
got between our ports and the fleet of admiral Colpoys, and 
flipped up Channel. What prevented their doing fo, as, 
matters were managed? Though he was as confident as any 
man in the ſkill of our officers and the gallantry of our fea- 
men, he did not think that very great inequality ſhould be 
hazarded lightly. He was convinced, however, that admiral 
Colpoys's ſquadron was fully equal to that of the enemy, and 
all who knew that officer muſt regret that the frowardneſs of 
fortune had prevented him from obtaining that brilliant 
triumph which an opportunity of engaging the enemy would 
have afforded. Even if there had been a greater diſparity of 
force, he hoped there could not have been much doubt of the 
event. The noble Earl had contended that from the maſs of 
intelligence which Minitters received, it was Impollible to 
decide the real obje& of the enemy's ex cpedition. Did not 
the noble Earl know that it was the province of talents and 
ability to deduce cauſes and conſequences from the materials 
with which they are furniſhed, and that on ſuch occaſions 
_ diſcernment is diſtinguithed*? It was idle to fay that Miniſters 
had not good information as to the object of the French ex- 
pedition, he knew that Miniſters were in poſſeſſion of intelli- 
gence, and he was beyond meaſure ſurpriſed that they had 
not acted upon it. He had been at Dublin when the prepa- 
rations of the enemy were going on, and the arms, ſtores, 
&c. with which they were provided, demonſtrated the rea! 
paint of their deſtination. 025 their deſign was to — : 
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the diſcontented in Ireland with arms was evident. "That 
their plan would prove abortive was to be hoped, as it did, 
and that even had they effected a landing, their attempts 
would have been unſucceſsful ; but before this happened 
Miniſters had nothing to build upon, when they ought to have 
15 prepared every means of defence in their power. This 
þ point, howeyer, did not a affect the conduct of the Admiralty. 
It the beſt means of ſecuring Ireland were not taken, it was 
the fault of Adminiſtration in general. The order to admiral] 
Colpoys to proceed to Ireland, muſt have iſſued from the 
Council; he was ſure they had certain information of the 
enemy's deſigns, and it was at leaſt a very criminal neglect. 
that no proper meaſures of defence were adopted. Of any 
blame upon this head, he acquitted the firſt Lord of the Ad- 
miralty, and it was obvious that his detence, which with 
great generoſity aimed at covering his colleagues, was an 
extremely unwile and imprudent one, and failed altogether 
of its object; he ſhould vote for the enquiry, becauſe he con- 
ceived it to extend to the conduct of Adminittration in general 
upon this ſubject ; but, he voted for it, in the hope that it 
would not ſtop here, but that it would go farther ; that it 
would embrace thoſe objects which demanded inveſtigation, 
and upon which the public expected to be ſatisfied. The 
name of Sir John Jervis could not be uttered without feelings 
of enthuſiaſtic admiration, beyond the power of panegyric; 
but how dreadful would have been the conſequences, had the 
event been different! What is the ſtate, what are the re- 
ſources, what are the proſpects of this country in the preſent 
moment? If we go on with patience, to call it by ſo gentle a 
name, the nation can never rife again from its preſent ſitua- 
tion; we had a chance, and but one chance to avoid ruin, 
and ſurely their laſt ſtake ſhould be managed with wiſdom, 
Shew the people that the Houſe was determined not to op- 
poſe enquiry where miſmanagement 1s elther apparent or 
matter of well-grounded ſuſpicion. That they are willing to 
vive the tribute of praiſe and gratitude, when thanks and ap- 
plauſe are merited, and that they are willing alſo to conſure 
and to punith where cenſure and puniſhment are deſerved. 

To be ruined it was not necetlary that the iſland ſhould be 
ſank into the ſea, or that its inhabitants ſhould diſappear. 
But when the adverſe circumſtances in which a nation is 
placed involve a confuſion which affects the ſtate of ſociety, 
and no longer allows things to move in their uſual courſe, 
and be managed as they have been for centuries, then that 
Rn may be wok to be ruincd. They ſhould learn, there- 
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fore, to appreciate their true ſatisfaction. He ſhould vote 
for the enquiry in the hope that they would proceed farther, 
and ſhew to whom the diſaſters of the war are to be attribut- 
ed, and examine why Miniſters did not ſeize and i ano eas 
the favourable opportunities which preſented. | 
The Eail of Liverpool roſe to ſupport the noble Earl at the 
head of the Admiralty, who had in his humble judgment 
unanſwerably proved that every exertion had been made by 
government that the circumſtances of the caſe would per- 
mit. He begged leave to call the attention of their Lordſhips 
10 what had been the cafe in all former wars. If we had 2 
Channel fleet equal to the enemy, that had beck always 
deemed ſufficient for our defence; that was the underſtand- 
ing in the whole courſe of the laſt war, and ſo it was in all 
our former wars; when we had ſuch a fleet we had always 
felt ourſelves ſecure, and no blame was ever imputed to 
Miniſters for not providing a greater force. Whether that 
was the caſe in the preſent inſtance; was 2 point that did not 
feem to be much diſputed, inſtead of one fleet, it was evident 
that we had two. The French had it was true ſeventeen _ 
ſhips, and admiral Colpoys had fifteen ſhips to face the ene- 
my, but three of them were three deckers. As to the place 
to which he was to direct his force, he begged leave to ſay, it 
was not for the defence of Ireland excluſively, it was for the 
defence of every part of his Majeſty's European dominions. 
It was a queſtion where the fleet could be beſt ſtationed for 
the general detence of this nation; and he maintained that 
continuing off Breſt, it was ſtationed in a place and ſituation, | 
Where it could operate the belt for the defence of the nation, 
circumſtanced as all things were at that moment, and ſtood 
as well, fo as to be enabled to come to the defence of Ireland 
as any other part. Admiral Colpoys had orders to intercept _ 
the enemy's fleet going to any part of the world, and if at 
this time it appeared as probable that they were intended for 
Portugal as for Ireland, was it poſſible to imagine that if 
admiral Colpoys thought they were going for Ireland, he had 
ſuch orders as did not leave him at liberty to follow them to 
Ireland ? "The admiral, viewing all the circumſtances, took 
the reſolution to remain on his {tation ; and, from all the in- 
formation which he had, the gallant admiral took his reſolu- 
tion rightly, and all that happened to diſappoint his hopes 
and expectations, was owing to the wind, and to the darkneſs 
of the long nights in December. Sir Edward Pellew fol- 
lowed the French fleet, but he could never find admiral Col- 
Pant to give him information, this was owing to adverſe wind 


and 
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and weather. As to the objection that our fleets were not 
, ready to fail ſooner, he thought the reaſons afligned by 
5 his noble friend were quite ſufficient to ſatisfy their Lord- 
5 ſhips. Government had not then information as to the pro- 
| bable deſtination of the fleet, and when they had, the days 
[ were ſo ſhort, the tide adverſe, and the weather was ſo un- 
8 _ favourable, that the fleet could not poſſibly ſail ſooner than it 
F did. This appeared from the information of the port- 
1 admiral, for at this very time a Weſt- India fleet was quite 
unable to come down to St. Helen's. Nor was it to be 
wondered at that the French either got out of Breſt unknown 
to admiral, Colpoys, or that admiral Colpoys could not meet 
with them, when he failed after them. In the firſt inſtance 
they had eſcaped the vigilance of the admiral's out cruizers, 
and in the ſecond, afrigate of a dmiral Kingſmill could not be 
diſcovered ; nay, according to the French accounts of their 
own fleet in that expedition, it appeared that the French } 
admiral and general, who muſt know to what place they, 
were ordered to proceed, were on board a frigate, and they 
never faw the fleet, and were never able to find it until they 
returned again to their own port. The further proof that 
the elements were very tempeſtuous was, that While the \ 
French fleet were in Bantry Bay, they could not land a man, 
except the few who were driven on ſhore by the violence of 
the tempeſt. Had the Britiſh fleet followed the French at 
this time it might have ſuffered greatly, and therefore in that | 
view the event was fortunate to us, as well as to the French \ 
in having eſcaped our fleet. Indeed the French had no rea- 
ſon to boaſt of ſucceſs, as they had loſt four of their ſhips and 
full 5000 men. Upon the whole view of the matter he was 
perfectly ſatisfied that every thing was done which human 
prudence was capable of under all the circumſtances, and 
therefore he ſhould not imply any cenſure upon Adminiſtra- 
tion by aſſenting to this enquiry. 

The Duke of Bedford ſaid, he did not deem it Lebe to 
intrude upon their Lordſhips' time long, the ſubject had 
been ſo well argued by the noble Earl, who ſpoke immedi- 
ately in reply to the noble Earl at the head of the Admiralty. 
There were however parts of the ſpeech of the noble Earl 
who had juſt fat down that he could not paſs over in 

filence. He had obſerved that admiral Colpoys had no light 
or information to guide him as to the deſtination of the 
French fleet. That he could not deny. That the Houſe had 
not all the light they could deſire from the noble Earl who is 
at the head of the W » he belleved their = 
* cou | 


bo 
FL, 


 Maxcn 16.] WOODFALL'S PARLIAMENTARY REPORTS. 3%; 
could not deny. That noble Earl had indeed aſſured the 


Houſe that the orders which were given were the very beft -. 
that could be given. Perhaps his Majeſty's Miniſters might 
think that all the orders they gave were well arranged, and 
that if they gave any further explanation than they had done, 
they might convey improper and dangerous information to 
the enemy, and that therefore they reſerve themſelves for a 
fitter opportunity to explain the matter more fully. He ap- 
prehended, however, that what they had ſaid in their own _ 
defence demonitrated the neceſſity of an enquiry. He con- 
feſſed himſelf that he was but little ſatisfied with the conſo- 
lation held out by the noble Earl who, ſpoke laſt, that it was 
always held ſufficient in former wars for us to equal the ene- 
my with a Channel fleet, thereby inſinuating that it would be 
ſufficient for us to be ſo in this. — Such doctrine, he owned, 
appeared to hiin to be but a frigid conſolation, after the re- 
peated aſſertions that had been made that we had almoſt an- 
nihilated the maritime power of France. As little ſatisfac- 
tion did he receive from the general aſſertions of the noble 
Earl upon the wind and weather. None of theſe general ob- 
ſervations or allertions appeared to him to anſwer the ſtate- 
ments and the arguments of his noble relation, who had ſo 
fairly and fo ably opened this ſubject before their Lordſhips, 
and which ſtatement and arguments, called, in his opinion, 


for a full inveſtigation of this important matter. His noble 


relative ſtated the caſe, as he ought to ſtate it. | He avoided 
minnte particulars, which had no immediate bearing on the 
queſtion, and brought before the Houſe the prominent points 
which appeared to him to bear upon the conduct of his Ma- 
jeſty's Miniſters. The noble Earl at the head of the Admi- 
ralty did the reverſe of this. He avoided all the prominent 
points that bore upon the conduct of Miniſters, and dwelt | 
_ elaborately on minute particulars that had little or no bear- 
ing upon the main queſtion, and this was what Miniſters 
called exculpating themſclves. He was willing, however, 
to do juſtice to the noble Earl at the head of the Admiralty; 
for he thought he had proved by his conduct, that we ought 
not to fear meeting the enemy at ſea with a very inferior 
force in point of number, and perhaps he might be inclined _ 
to hold his preſent ſituation until he ſhould find fome man 
arrogant enough to contend againſt the elements; but he 
ſhould be ſorry to ſee the noble Earl perſiſt in that ſort of 
| firmneſs; and he was ready to confeſs that it appeared to 
him unaccountable, notwithſtanding all that had been ſaid, 


that 


384 WOODFALL'S PARLIAMENTARY REPORTS. Lon ps, 
that ſuch an event as that of the Iriſh expedition thould have | 


taken place, when it was known that we had above an hun- 
dred ſhips of war in the European ſeas. But it had been faid, 


true, an armament had been prepared at Breſt, bur at that time 


it was uncertain- whether it was intended for Ireland, or for 
Portugal, and that the chance was equal. Now he would 


aſk, Whether, ſuppoſing the chance to be equal, there was a 


man 1n this world who tought it would be wiſe in us to put 


Portugal in the ſcale againſt Ireland? Whether chere was a 


man upon earth raſh enough to put theſe two chances upon an 
equality with regard to the interett of this country in thwarting 


the expedition? Admiral Colpoys, he had no doubt, acted 
well, according to the information and 1 inſtruction he received, 


but he mult contend that, from the information which Minif- 
ters had received, he ought to have had polative orders to fail 
10 Ireland. T he whole cate, in his opinion, reſted on the 

fituation of Ireland; and here it was notorious, from the docu— 
ments which Miniſters thernſelves had laid upon the table, that 


this fleet ought to have been in Iicland when the French were 
there; for Miniſters had early infoi mation of the Breft fleet 
deing to ſail, and probably, at leaſt, that they were deſtined 
for Ireland. Indeed, they could not even deny chat they had in- 
formation, or that they ought to have had it, conſidering the vaſt 
ſums of money that they were allowed for obtaining intelligence. 


D 


They might have judged, they ought indeed to have known, 
from the arms that were on board, and from the nature of the 
equipment, that it was deſtined for Ireland. It was evident, 


from the nature of the equipment, that the French were going 


to a place where they thought they ſhould meet with a num 


ber of men to join them, and therefore they carried arms with 


them to put into the hands of ſuch men: they were deceived 
in that expectation, and he was very glad of it; but that was 


a circumſtance for which we could not be indebted to Miniſ- 
ters. He really thought that the Houſe had nothing. more to 
do than to read the papers upon their table, and to attend to 


the ſpeech of the Firſt Lord of the Admiralty, in order to be 
ſatisfied of the neceſſity of enquiry ; and the queſtion now ſim- 


ply was, m his opinton, Whether, upon an evident neceſſity, 


their Lordſhips would now agree to go into an enquiry to ſa- 
tisfy themſebves, and to ſatisty the public alſo, or continue a 


blind confidence in Miniſters, and deceive the public. The 


Duke concluded with declaring, that the motion ſhould have 


his decided ſupport. 

Lord Hood next addreſſed the Houſe as 8 My Lande 

from ſome expreſſions that have fallen from noble Lords on the 
oppouto 


\ 
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oppoſite fide of the Houſe, I muſt beg your Lordfhips' indulg- 
ence for a few words. 

Giving, my Lords, the noble Earl 'who brought forward 
the preſent motion full credit for thinking himſelf well founded 
in all he has ſaid, and even adinitting that appearances may have 
very forcibly-ſtruck his mind, of errors in the management 
and diſpoſition of his Majeſty's fleet, yet I muſt totally diſſent 
from the noble Earl, from a conviction that no good can, and 
that much miſchief muſt, unavoidably ariſe from the propoſed 
enquiry, at this time, when every heart and hand ought molt 
_ cordially to be united, not only for the [preſervation of all we 
hold dear and valuable, but even for the very ſalvation of the 
kingdom; and whatever difference of opinion there may be 
upon the preſent queſtion, I think there can be but one, that, 
previous to the end of laſt ſummer, the misfortunes and diſap- 
pointments we have unhappily experienced in the courte of the 
very juſt and neceſſary war into which we have been forced, 

can be attributed only to the elements, and to the very ſtrange, 
unaccountable, and perfidious conduct of the court of Spain. 
1 therefore hope, my Lords, I ſhall not witneſs the ſhadow of 
deſpondency | in any of your Lordſhips; and confidently truſt, 
that, by vigorous exertions in the ſeveral departments of the 
ſtate, the nation's wiſhes (by the bleſſings of divine Providence) 
will ſoon be completely gratified by a ſucceſsful and honour- 
able termination of the war. | 

With reſpect, my Lords, to the whiſpers that VERY been 5 
ſent abroad, and ſecretly encouraged, againſt a noble Lord 
whom I am proud to ſtand in nar connection to, and alſo 
_ againſt thoſe gallant officers Vice Admiral Colpoys and Vice 
Admiral Ford Keith; they are undeſerving any notice, be- 
cauſe I know they dare not openly be avowed. Yer this, my 
Lords, cannot refrain from ſaying, that, from the ſtricteſt 
enquiry into the conduct of each, it will be found, I am very 

confident, in every part perfectly correct, full of Zeal {or the 
_ public fervice, and highly creditable-to them. © 
But one principle, .my.Lords, either in Parliomanit, or in 

the line of my profeſſion, has guided my conduct, that of ſtrict 
duty to my King and countiy, and a very Gncere attachment 
to his Majeſty's Government and our baden; 3 
and nothing that can happen to me, boweyet anueh and pain- 
ful I may feel it, will ever make me depatt from that princi- 
ple; and a conſciouſneſs of having diſcharged my duty, with 
zeal and induſtry, as a faithful ſervant of the public, in the 
ſeveral fituations in which I have had the honour to be placed, 
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will bear me up againſt every misfortune, and afford, much 
conſolation in my decline of life. 
L avail myſelf, my Lords, and am happy in this opportu- 


£ nity, of imprefhi! 21g upon your Lordihips, that I have not been 
indifferent to being thrown upon the ſhelf in the preſent ſtate 


of the country, for whilit I had a foot to ſtand upon, and my 
mental faculties (ſuch as they are) were unimpaired, it would 


Have been my pride to have gone on doing my beſt to the end 
of the war, had I been fo permitted. It has, however, my 


Lords, been otherwiſe decreed, and, as I was inclined to con- 
clude, for wiſe and beneficial purpoſes to the ſtate, it became 
me, conſiſtent with my feelings of duty to it, ſilently to ſub- 
mit, irkſome as it was, without complaining. | 
beg pardon, my Lords, for the treſpaſs | have committed 


upon your Lordſhips' time, and ſhall only add my moſt de- 


:1dea diſapprobation of the noble Earl's motion. 
Lord Auckland ſaid, that, feeling and ſharing the fatigue 


which the Houſe had undergone, he would not enter into any 


detailed diſcuſſion of the papers on the table, but would con- 
fine himſelf to a few general remarks, reſulting from the im- 


preſſion which the debate had made upon his mind. He 


would readily acknowledge the nature and magnitude of the 


national diſappointment. The moſt ardent imagination of the 


noble Lords who were that day cenſuring the management of 


the Admiralty could not go beyond his ideas of the advantages 


which would have been obtained towards deciding the fate of 
the war, and towards confirming the proſperity and fecurity 


of the Britiſh empire, it either the ſquadron commanded by 
Admiral Colpoys, or that commanded by Lord Bridport, had 


fortunately met with the French fleet between the coaſt of Ire- 


land and the port of Breſt. He would father admit, that the 


ſenſe. of our diſappointment had occationed a grievous ; and cala- 


mitous deprett: on in the mind of the people both in Great Bri- 
tain and in Ireland. Perhaps he might add, that it had been 


the great operative cauſe of the e Ws in the public credit. 


And here he muſt be permitted to call their Lordſhips? atten- 


tion to the ſtrange paradox exhibited to the preſent age, and to 
hiſtory. This kingdom, armed beyond all example, with a 


fleet of 120 ſhips of the line, with more than than 300 fri- 


gates and other veſſels of force, and with two or three hundred 


thouſand men in arms within the country, is drooping under 


an alat in of a French invaſion! This ſame kingdom, holding 
2 more extenſive and more valuable dominion than any nation 


ever before poſſeſſed, and enjoying an ee extent of 


commerce 4 
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commerce, proſperity, and opulence, is for the moment in a 
poſition approaching to public bankruptcy : uniting the ex- 
tremes of power and of wealth with the oppolite extremes ot 
helpleſſneſs and poverty! Such had been the effects of an ex- 
aggerated impreſſion upon an enlightened and informed people, 
remarkable in other occurrences for their characteriſtic brave- 
ry, energy, firmneſs, and confiftency. Their Lordſhips, 
however, would not give way to this infirmity of the human 
mind ; they would not ſuffer their judgment to be warped by 
the frowardneſs of fortune {as the noble Earl, Lord Moira, had 
well expreſſed it), by a change of war, by a change of wind, 
or of weather. The nation, influenced by the example of its 
Parliament, would bear, as became it, the diſpenſations of 
Providence, and would manfully redouble thoſe exertions for 
which Providence has left to us moſt ample means. Such, at 
leaſt, was the ſentiment which would decide his opinion in a 
caſe where he was unable by any fair deduction, or unpreju- 
diced reaſoning, to trace any default in the executive conduct _ 
of the navy, It was an unconteſted truth, that, at the time 
when the French armament failed from Breſt, we had a fleet 
of ſuperior force cruizing off that place, and another fleet of 5 
ſuperior force at Spithead nearly ready to ſail. Thoſe fleets 
were under the command of Admirals of experienced ability, 
and of the higheſt character. They were manned and officered 
as all the Britiſh ſhips of war are now manned and officered ; 
it was not in the power of language to ſay more of them. 
Every intelligence had been forwarded to the commanders 
without the delay of a moment ; every diſcretionary inltruc> 
tion and power had been given to them; every exertion had 
been uſed by them. The refult certainly had not been ſuc- 
_ ceſsful. He would not, however, quarrel with the elements, 
to which alone the diſappointment was attributed; but would 
rather look to the fait and obvious topics of conſolation. Our 
Hf{cets, at leaſt, had ſuſtained neither loſs nor damage. The 
enemy had loſt two thips of the line, ſeveral frigates, a fourth 
part in the number of veſſels of the whole expedition, with the 
farther loſs of 4 or 5009 men. They had greatly damaged the 
remaining part of their force, and had incurred an enormous 
expence to no purpoſe. It was another juſt ground of conſola- 
tion, that the people of the South of Ireland had, on this occa- 
ton, ſhewn a loyalty, a zeal, and a courage above all praiſe. 
Lord Auckland regretted thar*he felt himſelf obliged to dif- 
fer from a noble friend (Lord Cul fle), who had expreſſed 
himſelf with force and eloquence, aid had thought proper to 
{tate our naval poſition, in the inſtance now debated, as humi- 
fr © + 208 | | lating, 
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liating, when compared to the circumſtances of the laſt war. 


It was painful to bring to recollection an epoch of mortifica- 


tion to this country. But was it poſſible for the noble Earl to 


have forgotten that, in 1779, thirty ſhips of the line, all that 
we could then aſſemble, were driven up the Channel by ſixty 
ſhips of the enemy. Jt was a proud contraſt to that period, to 
reflect that, on the late occaſion, we had two flects at hand, 
each of which was avowedly ſuperior to the largeſt force that 
the enemy could bring forward. A noble Marquis {Lord 
Abercorn) had on the preſent occaſion adverted to the colami- 

ties of the war; but ſurely thoſe calamities ought to be put out 
of view in diſcuffing the conduct and exploits of our navy. 
Through the whole courſe of the war that navy had exhibited 
an uninterrupted ſeries of the moſt brilliant and moſt ſolid ſue— 
ceſſes. Great conqueſts had been made; the commerce of the 
enemy had been annihilated; the naval force of the enemy 
had been utterly broken and reduced; 35 ſhips of the line and 


75 frigates had been taken; our Parliamentary journals had 


been cronded every ſeſſion with the thanks of Parliament to 


the Admirals, officers, and ſeamen. Above all, the naval 


character of the country, high as it had been before, had been 
raiſed to an elevation far beyond example or precedent | in any 
hiſtory of any nation. 
The Earl of Guildford ſaid, that baving repeatedly j in the 
_ courſe of the preſent war (which every one of their Lordſhips, 
he believed, would agree with him in aſſerting to have been 
moſt calamitous, and which he thould pronounce to have been 
unjuſt and unneceſſary, an opinion in which all the Houſe, 
perhaps, were not ſo likely to agree with him), gone over all 
the topics of error and miſmanagement connected with the 
conduct of the war, he ſhould not then deem it neceſſary to 
allude to them that day. Declining, therefore, to enter into 
any of the arguments which he had frequently urged for en- 
quiry, as alſo into the conſtant anſwer he had received when 
any enquiry was moved for; he ſhould content himſelf with 


_ obſerving, that they had all ſeen and felt the effect of what 
had lately happened, and what the ſituation of this country 


was at this moment If a conſideration of theſe circumſtances 
did- not preſs upon their Lordſhips, and conyince them of the 


neceſſity of an enquiry, it would be uſeleſs for any man to 
fay any thing upon the ſubject, for it muſt be out of the power 


of any eloquence thar ever was poſſeſſed by man to effect it. 
Vet, though he meant to abſtain from following the ſame line 
of argument which he had purſued upon former occaſions, he 


ſtill could not refrain from addreſſing a few words to thoſe no- 


ble 
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ble Lords who had been in the habit of prevailing ſo often 


upon the judgment of the Houſe. He would put it to them, 


whether they would refuſe to inſtitute an enquiry? And, in- 
deed, ſome fort of enquiry they felt to be neceſſary ; for no 


ſooner had the ſubject been mentioned in the Houſe, than the 


noble Earl at the head of the Admiralty was ready to produce 
the papers that had been laid upon the table. That they had been 


garbled he would not ſay; but, at leaſt he would contend, that 


they had been, for the purpoſe of conveying any information, very 


badly ſelected. He was ready, in the fulleſt manner, to acknow- | 


ledge the talents, ſkill, and courage of Lord Bridport, Adm. El- 
phinſtone, and others, for he was far from meaning to infinuate 
that they had not done their duty, or that they would not on 
all occaſions do fo when they had the opportunity; but he 


muſt maintain, that his Majeſty's Miniſters had neglected 


their's in the event that had happened, in illuſtrating which 
point his Lordſhip referred to dates and circumſtances as they 
appeared on the table; and he hoped he thould never have an- 


other inſtance in which Ireland ſhall appear to be neglected by 


a Britiſh fleet. He could find in thoſe papers no good reaſon 
for Admiral Colpoys being kept ſo long at fea, He aflerted it 


to be the belief of all, that the preparations at Breſt were de- 
ſtined againſt Ireland; yet no meaſures had been taken againſt 
theſe preparations till December, except the ſending out of 
Admiral Colpoys. With reſpect to the real deſtination of the 


Breſt fleet, the Miniſters were, he believed, the only perſons who 
entertained any doubts. Ireland obviouſly ought to have been 
the firlt point of defence. Ireland, however, had not been 


protected, and he hoped that it would be the laſt time the would 


be left in ſuch a ſituation. He proceeded to obſerve on that part of 


the ſpeech of the Firſt Lord of the Admiralty, which ſtated, that 


he would reſign when a man was found who would undertake 


to contend againſt the elements, govern the winds and waves, 
the tides and the ſeaſons. If the country was not to loſe the 
benefit of his ſervices until that period, they would, he be- 
lieved, long enjoy it. The noble Lord had faid, that this was 


a time when a great deal of eagerneſs was manifeſt in this coun - 
try. If he thought there was a great deal of eagerneſs for 


peace in this country, he believed the noble Earl was well in- 


formed. But if he thought there was any eagerneſs in any 
party to fucceed the preſent Adminiſtration, he owned he was 
unacquainted with any ſuch eagerneſs. Who, after what had 
happened to this country, would wiſh to thare in the toils and 


troubles of managing its public affairs? Who, that could 
eſcape, could with to enter into ſuch difficulty? He was 


not 
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not acquainted with any man whoſe ambition approached fo 
near to madneſs, or rather, who poſſeſſed ſo much foolith 
_ vanity, ſo much prepoſterous ſelf-opinion and conceit, as 
to wiſh to ſucceed the Miniſters who had brought their 
country to ruin. Who would wiſh to take upon himſelf to 
recal the credit of the Bank of England? Who was the man 
who was ambitious of the trouble of repairing the broken 
finances of this country? Who would with to be reſponſi- 
ble for the reſtoration of all the loſſes we had ſuſtained in 
St. Domingo? He who would wiſh to be reſponſible for the re- 
ſtoration of every ſixpence that had been expended upon Hol- 
land? Every fixpence that had been ſent to Vienna? Ever 
ſhilling that had been wil e upon the Netherlands? 
| Who would with to undertake to indemnify this country for 
all the treaſure that had been expended upon Corſica ? 
Was there a reflecting man alive who did not curſe the day 
on which Britiſh money was laviſhed on objects that ſo lit- 
tle anſwered any purpoſe connected with Britiſh intereſts ? 
If there did exiit fuch a man in this country, he owned he 
was unacquainted with him, and therefore he verily believed 
the noble Earl might be perfectly at eaſe about any eager- 
neſs that any man in his ſenſes wiſhed to ſucceed him. His 
| Lordſhip concluded with obſerving, that the papers on the 
table by no means amounted to a ſatisfactory juſtification 
of Miniſters, and that unleſs their Lordihips felt the pro- 
priety of this enquiry themſelves from the face of thoſe 
papers and the ſpeech of the noble Earl at the head of the 
Admiralty, nothing that could be ſaid upon the ſubje& could 
have any effect upon their Lordſhips' minds. 
The Earl of Scarborough ſaid, though he had uniformly ſup- 
Ported the meaſures of Miniſters, he ſhould certainly vote 
for an enquiry, becauſe he flattered himſelf the iſſue of it 
would be a full juſtification of Miniſters. His Lordſhip 


quoted an expreſſion of Sir George Savile, “ that to vote 


tor an enquiry into the cauſes of diſaſter was not to vote 
_ cenſure.” The preſent occaſion demanded enquiry. Every 
thing had been ſacrificed et blind confidence; unleſs the legiſ- 
lature at this critical moment reſumed their conſtitutional 3 in- 
dependence, he ſaw but little hope of the reſtoration of the 
: proſperous ſituation of the country. 

Lord Grenville ſaid, he had likened with 4 canfdarable 
degree of aſtoniſhment to the mode in which noble Lords 
had ſupported this motion, and more than once he really 
was in doubt whether they. were not wholly: miſtaken | in 
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the facts upon which they were to decide. An attempt had 


deen made to ſeparate the feelings of Miniſters, as if they 


had not all an equal ſhare in this tranſaction; for his o -w· n 
part he was ready to acknowledge his ſhare in the tranſaction, 
and in the reſponſibility, if either the noble Earl at the head 


of the Admiralty, or the Board of Admiralty, were chargeable 


with criminality, he deſired to claim his thare of that crimi- 


nality, he was equally criminal, and ſo was every one of his Ma- 
jeſty's cabinet. They could not, however, be anſwerable for 


things Which were not in their power. Whenever any expedi- 


tion failed, the whole blame was uſually thrown upon Mini- 
ſters, without ſtopping to aſcertain whether they were in fact 
guilty. It was moſt unreaſonably ſuppoſed that they could at 
pleaſure command the wind and waves, and ſend a fleet up 


and down the channel at a moment's warning. To form any 


conjecture as to the facts of this tranſaction from what had 
fallen during the debate, would be a difficult, if not an im- 
practicable taſk, nor could he have conceived that it could 


poſſibly be argued in the manner in which it has been 
It had been repreſented as a national diſgrace, 
Inſtead of which, whatever diſgrace, whatever loſs, and 

whatever failure there was, it was on the fide of the enemy, 
who had loſt four of their ſhips, and near five thouſand men in 
| It might have been fuppoſed from the 
manner in which ſome noble lords had ſpoken, that this was 
a complete triumph of the French fleet over ours; whereas, 


argued. 


this wild attempt. 


in fact, their only boaſt was, that they had on a ſingle occa- 
ſion, and that in the longeſt and darkeſt nights of the darkeſt 


month in the whole year, had the good fortune, through the 


cover of impenetrable togs, to ſucceed in eſcaping the vigi- 
lence of the Britiſh fleet. This was not a boaſt that the 
French would formerly have made; they would have con- 
ſidered it as a diſgrace. 
in eſcaping our fleet, but it was in conſequence of events 
which it was impoſſible to foreſee or prevent; nor was it as 


was imagined, ſo eaſy with a ſuperior force to prevent an 


inferior force from failing, unperceived at ſuch a ſeaſon, 


when the nights were longeſt. and the atmoſphere moſt | 
clouded and hazy. Movements at ſea could not be made 
with the exactneſs, the certainty,” and the celerity they are 


on land. In the warmth of argument, noble Lords, certainly 


unintentionally, had complimented Miniſters : when they 
exclaimed, “ You have not been able to catch this miſerable _ 


Who made it a 
wreck 


wreck and remnant of the French fleet.“ 


Undoubtedly they had ſucceeded _ 
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wreck and remnant? Was it not effected during the preſent 
war, and by the preſent Adminiſtration? In no former war 
had this country been able to keep two fleets in the channel 
equal to that of the French? and yet in this war, two had 


conſtantly been maintained, one ready for ſailing, and the 
other blocking up Breſt. 


Much argument had ariſen 5955 confounding the rela- 


tive intereſts of this country with Portugal and Ireland, 
and ſtrong inſinuations had been thrown out in the debate, 


as if Miniſters had conſidered the ſafety of Portugal as equal 
to that of Ireland. The noble Earl (Lord Carliſle) who 


ſpoke in the debate immediately after his noble friend near 
: hirm (Earl Spencer), had ſaid that with regard to the intereſts of 
the two kingdoms, no ſea rolled between England and Ire- 


land. Certainly in the view of their political intereſts no” 


fea rolled between them, but in the conſideration of the 
preſent ſubject, it was abſolutely neceſſary to keep in mind 
that a ſea did roll between the two kingdoms, and that 
much of the argument in thediſcuſſion before them neceſſarily 
turned on that circumſtance. No man in his ſenſes could 
for a moment contend that if Ireland and Portugal were 
equally in danger of an attack from the common enemy, 


overnment ought to entertain a doubt to which immediate 


protection ought to be afforded, but where it was uncertain 


againſt which the enemy meditated an attack, it was abſurd 
to ſay that Miniſters were not bound in duty to watch over 
the ſafety of each, till it was aſcertained which ſtood in moſt 
immediate need of protection. Portugal, from her firm at- 


tachment to this country, from her unexampled firmneſs 
and zeal in our cauſe, deſerved every ſervice that this country 


could yield her, independent of leaving unguarded our more 


immediate and more domeſtic inteteſts. The infinuations 
therefore were as unſeaſonable as they were inapplicable and 


unjuſt. It was true that no ſuch charge had been directly 


made; indeed it carried too much abſurdity on the face of 


it, to be gravely ſtated in that Houſe. If noble Lords ſup- 
poſed, that becauſe our fleet was ſuperior, the enemy could 

not get to the coaſt of Ireland, he would refer them to two 
8 memorable inſtances; in 1689, the French landed in Ireland, 


notwithſtanding Lord Torrington was at ſea with a formi- 
dable fleet, for the expreſs purpoſe of preventing them; in 
the ſucceeding year the ſame attempt was made, and ſuc- 
_ ceſsfully made, though Admiral Ruſlell did every thing in 
his power to prevent it. His andi ſaid, of courſe the 
defence 
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defence of Ireland, as well as of England, muit reſt in. a 
great meaſure upon the operations of our fleet; but Ireland 


was not by any means in ſuch a ſtate of terne weakneſs 
and defenceleſs condition as to render ſuch an invaſion at all 


alarming. 
It was ev ident that the French wad been deluded about the 


political ſentiments of the inhabitants of Ireland, and had 
flattered themſelves with the moſt ſanguine hopes of being 
joined by great numbers of the inhabitants of that kingdom, 
the event ſhewed how much they were miſtaken, This 
was a convincing argument in anſwer to thoſe who de- 


claimed upon the diſcontents in Ireland, and would, he 


hoped, be recolleRed in all future difcuflions upon that lub- 
Ject. 


From the ſtyle of argument purſued by thoſe who fps 
ported the queſtion, his Lordſhip ſaid, it ſeemed as if the 
numerous glorious exploits of the navy during the war, had 


totally eſcaped the recolleQion of thoſe noble Lords, who 
contended tor an enquiry. 


not have forgotten the different inſtances in which the naval 


undertakings of the French had been defeated. The ſhame- 
ful and cowardly conduct of Richery, blocked up in Toulon 
for ſix months, and his conduct after he left Toulon, and 


the manner in which he avoided the Britiſh ſquadron, tiil 


ſtrengthened by the acceſſion cf a Spanith flect ; the event of the 


Iſt of June, one of the moſt memorable in the hiſtory of nau- 


tical affairs; and the late deciſive victory, were evidence of that 
ſuperiority on which the defence of the country ſo particularly 
depended. Whatever we might fee! for the miſcarriage of the 
undertaking of our allies on the Continent, in our naval at- 
Nor did he regret 


tempts there was nothing but triumph. 
one fingle {ſhilling that had been ſent to the Continent. The 


Emperor had done us moſt eſſential ſervice ; inſtead of wiſh- 
ing that a guinea leſs had been ſent to Vienna, or expended 


in the Netherlands, or the Weſt- Indies: the only alternative 


which had been left the Britiſh, in the Welt Indies, bring, 


either to carry offenſive war into the enemy's colonics, or to 
have offenſive war introduced. into the Britiſh colonies, his 


opinion was that if it had been convenient to the country to 


have been more liberal of expenciture in thoſe objects, its moſt 


eſſential intereſts would probably have been ſtill further pro- 


moted and peace accelerated. | ; 


Tne Marquis of Launſdnun ſaid, that it was with reluRt- 
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ance he roſe at ſo late an hour, but he deemed an enquiry, 
ſuch as that the motion went to, moſt indiſpenſably neceſ- 
fary, nay, ſo prepoſſeſſed was he of the neceſſity of an en- 


quiry, that he could not help urging once more ſome of thoſe 
conſequences that would reſult from a refuſal to enquire, 
What he had before referred to as ſtated by the Commiſſion- 
ers of Accounts, ſhewed how abſolutely neceſſary enquiry 


was, with a view to ceconomical retrenchment in every of- 


fice; with a view to alteration, cenſure and reform. With 
_ regard to the particular ſubject before the Houſe, the neceſ- 


ſity of enquiry was ſo obvious, ſo urgent, that it required but 
little from him in addition to what had been already ſaid, to 
prove it beyond the poſſibility of contradiction. Every noble 


Lord muſt feel a conviction, that had the fleet ſent againſt 
Ireland been captured, the whole country would have been 


in perfect ſecurity againſt an invaſion. That being the caſe, 


was there a man who would ſay, that it was not proper 10 
| Know whether, and where blame was imputable, or not? 


In Ircland it had been a prejudice to repreſent the govern- 


ment of this country as careleſs of the ſiſter kingdom. At 
preſent a new diſcontent had ariſen, and gentlemen who 
were in the habit of correſponding with Ireland knew very 
well, that they who had formerly taken the part of the go- 
vernment, and been the moſt ready to aſſert that the motives 
of Miniſters reſpecting Ireland, were motives of kindneſs 
and protection to that country, were now forced to change 
their tone, and acknowledge that Ireland had been neglected. 
Applications had been made from thence for protection, and 


it muſt be confeſſed that that country had been abandoned by 


England. Miniſters had pledged themſelves to keep up a 
great land force in Ireland, which they had withdrawn. In 
the laſt war, a pledge had been made, that a naval force 

ſhould, in all future wars, be kept off the Iriſh coaſt; and 
were he Miniſter now, he ſhould think it neceſſary to ſtation 


a fleet in the Cove of Cork, and another off Milford- Haven 


immediately. With regard to the exp: diency and neceſſity 
of an enquiry, it could not but be ſatisfactory in every point 
of view; fatisfatory to Admiral Colpoys, to Lord Bridport, 
and alſo to the profeſſion. There were, beſides, other per- 
ſons concerned in the enquiry—the Admiralty, the Navy, 
the Victualling, and other inferior Boards. it would not 

impede, but accelerate operations, and ought to take place. 


The people of this country and the people of Ireland equally 
required it, en, indeed, had ſhewn ſome conſciouſ- 
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neſs of the neceſſity of a mock enquiry at leaſt, by their pro- 


ducing papers ; the firſt thing to be remarked on theſe 


papers, was the notorious want of intelligence. The noble 
Earl had ſaid that there was ſuch a maſs of intelligence be- 
fore the Admiralty, that they knew not which to credit, and 
which not. That too much was as bad as too little. Did 
the noble Lord never hear of political ſagacity, which ena- 


bled Miniſters to diſcern what they ought to truſt, and what 


not? Sagacity was the thing lamentably wanted at preſent. 
The noble Earl had ſaid he would reſign when he could find 
a perſon daring enough to contend againſt the winds. What 
the public wanted was, not a man who could govern againſt 
the winds and waves, but who would govern with the winds ; 


and this was the cafe in the preſent inſtance. The wind 


had been favourable, and all that had been wanting was an 


Admiralty capable of making uſe of it. 


On the 16th of December, admiral Colpoys received in- 
telligence of the French, the wind continued fair, and if he 
had had proper orders, he would have been off the Iriſh 
coaſt. Had the ſhips under Lord Bridport been ready, the 
wind would ſtill have been fair. The noble Earl had talked 
of long nights, was it ſo great a reach of foreſight, to know 
| that there were long nights in December? But the French 
fleet, it ſeemed, might have gone up the Channel. In the 


firſt place, the wind was againſt them ; but if they had, what 


would have been the caſe ? they would have been under lock 
and key. The remainder of the ſubject lay in a very ſmall 


compaſs. It turned upon two points. Wiy were not 


orders given to admiral Colpoys to go off Cape Clear? and 


why were not more ſhips kept ready at Portſmouth ? It was 
impoſſible for Miniſters to get over theſe two points. His 


Lordſhip ſaid, that he had read in a review the other day a 


diſſertation upon a drill- plough. A clergyman ſaid, <* What 
ſtuff men will take in, when it is their intereſt to believe it.“ 


But this ſtuff would not go down now, for it was not the in- 
tereſt of the country to believe it. The ſubject lay to-day 
between the Houſe and the Miniſters ; to-morrow or a few 
days hence it would lie between Miniſters and the public, 


who would not fail to ſee that grofs neglect and inability 


were imputable to the Admiralty. The Marquis ſaid, en- 
quiries of a large nature and on a broad ſcale were abſolutely | 


neceſſary ; nor had this been the only point in which great 


; inattention had been ſhewn. Able and meritorious officers 
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were left unemployed ; even Sir John Jervis' to whom the 


country was ſo much indebted, had not been called into ſer- 
vice till the fourth year of the war, and then reluctantly; 
whereas he and another officer, who always occurred to his 
recollection, when he thought of Sir John Jervis, were equal 


to any enterprize that depended on extraordinary gallantry, 


extraordinary exertion, and extraordinary ſkill. He con- 


cluded with declaring that he ſhould vote decidedly for the 


motion. 


Lord Hy (Earl of Kinnoul) ſaid, be had deen glad to b 4 
noble Earl, who had ſpoken early in the debate (Earl of Carliſle) 


make a retraction of the word which in the heat of debate 
he had applied to the papers a few nights ſince when the ſub- 
ject was firſt mentioned. That retraction entirely did away 


the impreſſion, and furely every noble Lord, who conſider- 


ately examined the papers on the table, muſt allow that they 
did not deſerve the imputation of being garbled; for his own 
part they appeared to him perfectly ſalisfactory, and afforded 
his mind full conviction, that although it was much to be 
lamented, that the French fleet, Which dared to inſult the 


coaſt of Ireland, had eſcaped both the ſquadron under 


admiral Colpoys, and that under Lord Bridport, no blame 


was impmable either to the Board of Admiralty, or his Ma- 


jeſty's Miniiters. He ſaid he would not go at large into the 


ſubject as it had already been ſo much diſcuſſed, and poſhbly 
had not the papers been produced, he ſhould have voted the 
enquiry, but with the complete information that the papers 


afforded he ſhould give his negative to the motion. 


Karl Lilgzuilliam ſaid, that, without perſonal hoſtility to 


the firſt Lord of the Admiralty, he mult vote for enquiry. 


The conduct of our marine, as to its great operations, be- 


longed equally to all the Cabinet. There had been blame, 


and there ought to be enquiry. The public here, and the 


public in nd would not be ſatisfied without it. Some 


expreſſions Which had been thrown out by noble Lords in 
| ſituations of great authority, of more care being required for 


England than Ireland, would make a deep impreflion on the 
minds of the people of that country; and he was forry to 
have heard them. | 


Earl Spencer explained, bs ſaid that he had ined, that 


10 give general orders to Admiral Colpoys to ſail for Ireland 

would have been wrong, as the French might have got be- 
tween: him and the Brituh coaſt, and ſurely our own coaſt, 
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our arſenals, magazines of ſtores, &c. were objects of the 


higbeſt importance. He reminded the noble Marquis that 


Sir John Jervis had been employed in the firſt year of the 


war and ever ſince. 


Lord Grenville roſe to ſtate that Sir Charles Grey had alſo 


been employed with Sir John Jervis in tne Weſt-Indies, 
and that they were both called i into ſervice without the ſmal- 
| leſt reluctance. His Lordſhip ſupported what Earl Spencer 


had ſaid in reſpect to the infinite importance of protecting 
our own coaſts as well as thoſe of Ireland. 


Lord Guilford and Lord Landſdown ſaid, the words certainly - 
implied greater care of England than of Ireland. 


The quoſtion was then put: : 

| Non-Contents — 74 
Contents — — 14 
Proxy — 5 Oe 1 

Adjourned at one © clock 1 in the morning. ERS 


| Liſt of the Minority in the Lords on Lord ALBERMARLE's Motion for an en- 


Juity into the conduct of the Navy. | 
Dukes of Bedford, Earl of Albermarle, 


„ Norfolk, _ „ Lulite, 


Marquifles of Lanſdown, _ Scarborough, 
| Aberccrue, Lords Say and Sele, 
Earls of Suffolk, , | King, 
Fitzwilliam, = Holland, 
Guildford, | (Earl Moira) 
| PROXY, 


Earl Derby. 


Housk OF COMMONS. 
THruRsDay, March 16. | 


This being a day on which a ballot was to have taken e 
which requires the preſence of 100 members, and only 


ninety-five appearing at four o'clock, an adjournment took 


Place of courſe. 


* 


FRIDAY, Mark 17. 


Mr. Mainwaring moved for leave to bring in a bill to 
erect the Corporation of Surgeons into a College. — Leave 

iven. 

The uſual number or. members were choſen by ballot to 
form 


1 
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Form a Committee for the trial of the merits of the Inver- 


, keithing election. 


The Committee on the report of the Select Committee 


appointed to enquire into the beſt mode of promulgating the 


ſtatutes, was, on the motion of Mr. Abbot deterred to Mon- 
day ncxt. 
Mr. Long brought up ſome. public accounts, which were 


| ordered to lie on the table. 


STOPPAGE OF THE BANK. 
The Chancellor of the Exchequer ſaid, that as he fuppoſed 


there would be no objection to the ſecond reading of the 


bill for confirming the Order in Council, and indemnifying 


the Bank for acting upon it, ſince thoſe who had agreed that 
the bill ſhould be brought in, would not oppoſe its going 


through this ſtage, he thould propoſe that the order of the 
preceding day ſhould ſtand for that day, and that the bill 


thould be committed on Monday. If, contrary to his ex- 


ectations, however, gentlemen were not diſpoſed to defer the 


debate till it was in a Committee, he ſhould move that the 
| ſecond reading be deferred till Monday. ” 


Mr. Fox declared he wiſhed to ſay a few wel, The 


fame reaſons which induced him to agree to the bill being 
brought in would influence him not to oppoſe the ſecond 


reading. He had a few remarks, however, to make, not 
upon what the bill actually contained, but upon what it did 


not contain. There ſeemed to be no proviſion in the bill 
obliging government to receive notes in payment of the 


taxes, which was one part of the plan, at leaſt as it had been 


tated by the honourable gentleman in debate. He wiſhed | 
alſo that it ſhould be known how far it was to operate upon 

the intercourſe between individuals. It was certainly ex- 
tremely defirable it ſhould not operate upon them at all. 
The Houſe muſt obſerve, however, the alarming ſituation 
in which every man in England was placed. There was 
ſcarcely any perſon, with whatever accuracy his accounts 


might be kept, and whatever balance there might be in his 
favour, who did not owe ſomething. How then did he 
ſtand by the exiſting laws? If he could not pay his debts in 
caſh, he was liable to be ſued and arreſted at the will of his 


creditor, at preſent there exiſting no poſſibility of procuring. 


a ſupply of ſpecie ; ſo that every man would lie at the mercy 
of every ere ditor of every deſcription. This ſituation was 
certainly 
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certainly alarming, and it might be particularly hard upon 


bankers, who were at the mercy of all their cuſtomers, yet 


if it was tolerable it was undoubtedly better that the incon- 


veniencies ſhould be ſuffered, than that a remedy ſhould be 


applied. Were the only remedy to which they could have 


recourſe reſorted to, he was convinced that the evils attend- 
ing it would be much more ruinous and deſtructive. He 
threw out this obſervation not with a, view of making any' 


propoſition, but merely that the Houſe might know the 
ſituation in which the country would be placed when the 

reſent bill was paſſed into a law. There was one blank 
in the bill which it was of great importance to fill up with 


judgment, namely, the period during which the bill was to 
laſt. He hoped only that it would be a very ſhort one in- 
deed. He ſuggeſted, that as it ſeemed to be the opinion of 
the Houſe on a former day that the quantity of floating debt 


due from Government to the Bank ought to be leſſened, a 
_ clauſe ſhould be introduced into the preſent bill to limit the 


advances of the Bank to Government during the period of 
its operation. He wiſhed allo to know, Whether, when 


they were going this length on paper credit, it was not in- 


| tended to impoſe ſome limits (what limits was atother queſ- 
tion) to the ifſue of Bank paper during the period of this 
bill? He ſaid this much at preſent not with a view to pro- 
pole any meaſure, nor even as a notice of a poſitive intention 
to propoſe any, but merely for the purpoſe of calling the at- 


tention of the Houſe to a ſubject connected with the moſt 
. intereſts of the country. VV 
The Chancellor of the Exchequer replied, that as the topics 
on which the honourable gentleman had touched, could not 


be regularly diſcuſſed at preſent, and as ſome of them, per- 
| haps, could not be entered into even in the Committee, 
he ſhould barely move that the bill be now read a ſecond 


Sir John Sinclair doubted much the propriety of reading 


| the bill a ſecond time on that day. The bill related to the 


public and the Bank, With a view to the public, there was 


no neceſſity for hurrying it throug': this ſtage ; and as it re- 
- garded the Bank he was decidedly of opinion that the ſecond 
reading ſhould be poſtponed, as it had not yet, he underſtood, 


come under the conſideration of the Directors, who might be 


inclined, perhaps, to call a meeting of ho Os of 


Bank ſtock to take their opinion reſpecting it. He took this 


opportunity of notifying his determination to object to that 
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part of the bill which went to indemnify the Bank till the 
public were in poſſeſſion of the reaſons which influenced the 


40 


conduct of the Directors, for he never would admit the idea, 
and he hoped it would never be ſanctioned by the Legiſla- 


ture, that the Privy Council was to be erected into a Board 
of Controul on that Corporation. 

Mr. Hzbhouje objected to the whole bill as an act of rob- 
bery and depredation againſt the public creditor. He ſhould 
therefore oppoſe it throughout, leſt the plunderer, palin 
in this inſtance with impunity, ſhould proceed in his ſyſtem 


of pillage. The Bank of England was the great wheel of 


public credit that kept it in motion, the life of our domeſtic 
trade, and the foul of foreign commerce, and rather than de- 
ſtroy this vital principle of the body politic, there was no 


meaſure which ought not to be adopted. He was atraid 


that Miniſters, by iſſuing the Order in Council, had taken 


a ſtep which they would never be able to retrieve ; when the 


_ bill expired, let the period of its duration be extended as lon 
as it might, the people would ruth in a body to the Bank, and 


demand fpecie for their notes, reſolved never again to be the 


victims of that deluſion to which they had once fallen a 
prey. The leaſt wound given to public credit could never 
de healed ; public confidence, when once loſt, could never 
be effectually reſtored. —T he Bank was once thought to 
reſt on a foundation indiſputably ſecure, it once had ſtood 


upon the higheſt pinnacle, reputation, but he was afraid 
that it would never more recover that enviable height. 


He concluded with peng the ſecond reqding of the 


bill. 


Mr. Bryan Edwards ſaid, the Houſe was now placed ii in 


this predicament, by the motion for the ſecond reading of 


the bill, either that this ſtage of the bill ſhould be poſt- 


poned, that the Order in Council ſhould be repealed, which 


would occaſion a run upon the Bank, or that the Houſe 


ſhould ſanction an order of this nature, before they were ac- 
quainted with the grounds upon which it was iſſued, which 


certainly would be in the higheit degree unparliamentary. He 


Was of opinion that the fecond reading of the bill ſhould be 


put off till the report of the Secret Committee was before 
the Houſe. 


Lord Humfkebury begged leave io remind the RL TA 


_ gentleman and the Houle, that the Committee alluded to 
had been firſt appointed to enquire into the neceſſity of con- 
| tinuing and confirming. that Order of Council. The Com- 


mittee 
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mittee had, accordingly, made that enquiry, and reported to 
the Houle, that the Order of Council ought to be confirmed and 
continued, in conſequence of which the preſent Bill was or- 


dered; and fince that another enquiry had been referred to that 
Committee, to know whether the Privy Council were juſti- 


ficd, at the time, for its reſtriction, which was a ſeparate con- 


fideration to that of its continuance. But certainly the Houle 


might, with the greatelt propriety, permit the Bill to be read 
a fecond time, as the opinion delivered in the report of the 


former Committee was, that the operation of the Order in 


Council ought to be continued, which undoubtedly could be bet 
carried into effect under the authority of an act of Parliament. 
Mr. Grey faid, that the opinion of that Committee of the 
neceſſity for continuing the operation of the Order in Council 
was founded upon the Order having been iſſued. Whether 
there was any neceſſity for iſſuing the Order was another queſ- 
tion; but now that a neceſſity for continuing it was found to 


exiſt, he ſhould vote for the ſecond reading of the Bill. But, 


what he roſe chiefly for, was, to ſtate to the Houſe ſome 


alarming information contained in a paper preſented that day 
by Mr. Long, in conſequence of a motion which was made by 
an honourable friend of his on a former day. Another ho- 

nourable friend of his (Mr. Sheridan) ſome time ago moved, 


that Miniſters, in the preſent ſtate of the country, ought to be 


prohibited from ſending any further ſums to the Emperor. 


The anſwer of the right honourable the Chancellor of the Ex- 
chequer to his honourable friend did not preclude him from 


iſſuing any part of the 500,000!. which was put at his diſcre- 
tion by a vote of credit granted to him by Parliament before 


Chriſtmas. He reminded the Houle, however, at what time 


this ſum was voted: it was before Chriſtmas, long before thoſe 


_ calamities which had now overtaken us, long before the Houſe 


of Commons knew that the Bank had ſtopped payment, and 


that the credit of the country was wounded in its molt vital 


part. Had the Houſe at that time conceived that the calami- 
ties, which were about to betal them, were on the eve of ap- 


proaching; had they been aware of the dangers with which 


they were threatened, he was convinced that they would not 


have given their aſſent to the meaſure of ſending more mon: 3 


I 


out of the country. When this danger was realized, and 
when we were beſet by a crowd of unexpected diſaſters, he did 
expect that Miniſters would have exercifed the diſcretion veſted 


in them for the relief, and not for the further oppreſſion, of 


the public. What was his ſurpriſe then, when on looking 
into the accounts which were that day preſented, to find that, 
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as late as Saturday laſt, a JR of 120,000. wr  1ſſued in Exche- 
quer bills, to be 209 in de Bank, ts the agents of his 


| Lin perial Abe! He ones dat the Eeuſe would now im- 


pofe ſome teſtrictions upon thoſe Miniſters, wiio became more 
deſperate in proportion as the deſperation of public affairs in- 
creaſed, to prohibit them at this time from ſending more mo- 
ney out of the country. He had heard alſo that theſe Exche- 
quer bills were at from 2 1-half to 3 per cent. diſcount, a cir- 
cumſtance for which they could not account, as they were pay - 
able by the Bank, on account of the Paymaſters of the Forces. 
'The Chancellor of the Exchequer faid, that as none of the 
honourable Gentleman's obſervations were made in oppoſition 


to the ſecond reading of the Bill, it was not incumbent upon 


aim, or at all neceſſary, to ſay any thing in ſupport of the 
motion. Bur to the other matters which had fallen from the 
honourable Gentleman he held himſelf bound to reply. It 
had been truly faid by the honourable Gentleman, that no- 
thing which had paſſed in the Houſe ſince the Order of Coun- 
cil for prohibiting payment at the Bank had at all forbidden an 
advance to the Emperor; yet if there had, the payment ſtated 
by the honourable Gentleman could not have come under ſuch 
prohibition. All that had been done was in conſequence of 
the grant made by the Houſe for 500,000]. And ſurely the 
Houſe would not reſcind or contradict its own grants. The 
fact was, theſe Exchequer bills were iſſued in payment of 
Hills, which, in conformity to the grant of the Houſe, had 
been drawn abroad; and nothing but the phyſical impoſſibility 


of doing it could juſtify refuling to pay what had been ace 


cepted. 


As to the honourable Gentleman $ aCawption that the ad- 
vance iſſued to the Emperor could be paid in no way but in 
caſh, it was not warranted either by argument or fact. Un- 
queſtionably it might be remitted in other ways, without any 
caſh whatever. The Exchequer bills were given to diſburſe 
the payment of bills which had been accepted here, and were 
not to be pid in caſh. That this was a ſubject on which the 
fulleſt diſeuſſion might be demanded, he was not at all diſpoſed 


to diſpute, and he was ready to meet contlemen on that ground | 


whenever they thould think proper to call upon him. 
Mr, Tierney faid, he was the perſon who brought this ſub- 


ject forward, having moved for the paper which explained it, 
as far as it was explained. He wiſhed that the Miniſter had 
| explained this matter farther, as it regarded public credit, at 


this time, eſſeptially. He could have wiſhed that the Miniſ- 
ter had been as tender of the credit of the Bank of England as 
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he ſeemed to be of that of Government towards the Empeior. 


He underſtood that theſe Exchequer bills had been iſſued from 


tlie Exchequer on the Bank, and that the agent of the Empe- 
ror had ſold them at a diſcount of about three and a half per 
cent. He wanted to know, whether this lots was to fall upon 


his finpertal Majeſty, or upon us? If upon the Emperor, 
there was an end of the Miniſter's delicacy with regard to the 
faith to be kept with his Imperial Majeſty. If upon this 


country, the Houte ouglit to know it without delay. What 
he Nantes now to be informed of particularly was, how it came 


to paſs, that bills drawn by the Exchequer on the Bank, for 
the payment of the Emperor, ſhould ſuffer a depreciation in 
the warket on the moment of their being iſſued, as the cafe 


O 


appeared to be, by the amount which was now before the 


Houſe of the Exchequer bills that were iſſued on the 11th of 


this month? This appeared to him to be an alarming matter, 
and he ſhould be glad to hear the Miniſter explain it. If not, 
he ſhould have oceaſion to make a- ſpecific motion upon the 8 


ſubject hereafter. 


The Bill was then read a ſecond time, and ordered to be . 


| committed to a e of the whole Houſe on ee 
next. 


AR AND SEDITIQUS MEETING BILLS. 


Mr. Fox ſaid, that he had given notice of a motion for the 


repeal of two Bills. He did not mean to bring that ſubject for- 


ward before the holidays. He now gave notice, that on 
Thurſday he ſhould make a motion reſpecting the {tate of [re- 


land. 


Colonel Porter pollponed bis motion relative to the Petition ? 
of the Borough ANTE to Monday ſe'nnight, as we under- 


ſtood. 


rward a motion relative to a general Incloſure Bill. 
| CALL OF TE HOUSE, 
Mr. Gurwen obſerved, that there never was a period which 


ſo much demanded the full actendance of that Houſe upon pub- 
lic affairs as the preſent, and therefore he moved that the Houle | 
be called over on Monday fortnight. 55 

Mr. Pierrepoint hoped, that if this motion was agreed to, it 
would be ſeriouſly followed up, and that it ſhould not 6 pho 


to keep members in town from day to day to no effectua pur- 
poſe, as was the caſe before Chriffmas laſt. 
The motion, that the Houſe be called over on Monday, 


fortnight, Was then put and carried. e 


Sir 2 Sinclair gave notice that he ſhould on a futu re day 
| WO 
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Mr. Curwen then ſaid, that the preſent ſituation of this 


country required the ſerious attention of every member of the 


Houſe. He expected much ſerious diſcuſſion upon the report 
of the Committee upon the ſubject of finance, and other mat- 


ters. He thought it would allo be incumbent on the Houſe to 
take ſome ſtep towards the attainment of peace, For theſe 


reaſons he ſhould never neglect any thing that ſhould be in his 


power to enforce the order for the Call of the Houſe. And to 


ſhew his determination, he ſhould now begin with a motion, 


„That ſuch members as do not attend on Monday fortnight, _ 
be taken into > the cuſtody of the Serjeant at Arms. x Ordered, 


SLAVE TRADE, 
A e e took place between Mr. 7 e Sir is Te 


liam Young, Mr. Fox, and Colonel Porter, concerning Mr. 


Wilberforce's inendel motion for an Abolftien of the Slave 
Trad: 


Mr. Wilberforce aid, he bad ed to bring forward a a 
motion for the abolition of the Slave Trade; but a "ROE. hav- 


ing been given by an honourable Gentleman of a motion re- 


ſpecting that buſineſs, he, not knowing how far it might be 


connected with his own, was deſirous to defer his till that was 
cover, and expreſſed a wiſh that the honourable Gentleman 


were in his place, or that ſome of his friends would get up 
and ſay when he propoſed to bring it forward, as Monday (the 


day he had appointed} } was fixed for the Committee on the In- 


demnity Bill. 
Sir Milliam Nung anſwered for his honourable friend (Mr. 
Ellis) that he would chooſe to defer his motion from Monday 


to Friday, as he could not wiſh to have it come on the ſame 


day the Houſe was going into a Committee on ſuch a Bill as 
that for continuing the reſtrictions of the Bank; and Colonel 
Porter, being willing to accommodate gentlemen as much as 


poſſible, deferred his motion on the Southwark Petition from 


Friday next to Monday ſe'nnighht. 
Mr. Tex then expreſſed the moſt anxious deſire that Mr. | 


| Wilberforce, if he had the ſame views as always, would pro- 
cced, without conſideration of any other member or motion, 


to the attainment of his object by himſelf =_ 
Mr. Wilberforce then gave notice, that he ſhould, if poſſi- 
ble, bring forward his motion for an abolition of the Slave Trade 


| ſome time before Eaſter. 


Mr. Tierney obſerved, that the Chancellor of the 1 
had not anſwered the queſtion, which he had put to him rela- 


tive to the Exchequer bills which were ar iſſued. He 


ſhould 
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ſhould theretore repeat the ſubſtance of it, to avoid further 
doubt ad the courſe he was to purſue, *©* Was the Emperor, 


or was. this country, to abide by the loſs which was to be ſuſ- 


| tained n conſequence of the diſcount upon the late Exchequer 
bills 77? FE | | N 1 


The Chancellor of the Exchequer ſaid, he could not be pre- 
pared to anſwer this queſtion, at this moment, further than to 
ſay, that the iſſue from the Exchequer on the Bank was the 


iflue of the Paymaſter General. That theſe bills were to be 
paid to an individual, who was the agent of his Imperial Ma- 
jeſty. That they were for certain ſervices performed, which 


Parliament had agreed ſhould be paid for, and that individuals 
had agreed to take them at no greater diſcount than one quar- 


ter per cent. That he underſtood to be the nature of the 

JC 1 a oa, 
The Bill for amending the Scotch Quota Bill was ordered 

to be re-committed on Monday. _ PC on doo) io. 

Sir . Young moved that the Committee on the Londou 
Wet Docks be revived. Ordered.  _ . 

Ihe other orders of the day were deferred. 

| Adjourned to Monday n ekt. 


| HOUSE OF LORDS. 
= 'MonDay, March 20. 5 
LAW OF DEBTOR AND CREDITOR. 


The Earl of Moira faid, that the ſubject of the. Debtor and 
_ Creditor laws, upon which their Lordſhips had been ſum- 


moned that day, had been repeatedly poſtponed on account of 
the abſence of the Lord Chancellor. He now roſe for the 
purpoſe of again, for the ſame reaſon, deferring his intended 


motion till Friday, but he could not think of confenting to any 


farther delay beyond that period. He regretted that, in ſome 
degree, it had been proper to poſtpone it to the preſent period, 


on account of a becoming deference to the opinion of certain 
noble and learned Lords, who, he imagined, would wiſh to 


take a part in the diſcuſſion, but who, from indiſpoſition or other 
cauſes, had uniformly been abſent from the Houſe. He particu- 


larly regretted the ſituation and abſence of the noble and learned 
Lord who fo ably filled the woolſack. There was, however, 
a call and a duty impoſed upon him ſuperior to all ſuch confi- 


deration, namely, the deplorable flate of the laws in queſtion, 


which loudly called for amendment. He therefore gave no- 
fice, that, without any reference to the ſituation of particular 
| TY fd E {he 5 | perſons, 
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Mr. Curwen then faid, that the preſent ſituation of this 


country required the forious attention of every member of the 


Houſe. He expected much ſerious diſcuſſion upon the report. 
of the Committee upon the ſubject of finance, and other mat- 


ters. He thought it would allo be incumbent on the Houſe to 


take ſome ſtep towards the attainment of peace. For theſe 
reaſons he ſhould never neglect any thing that thouid be in his 


power to enforce the 3 for the Call IC the Houſe. And to 
ſhew his determination, he ſhould now begin with a motion, 


« That ſuch members as do not attend on Monday fortnight, 
be taken into the cuſtody of the Serjeant at Arms.” Lines, 


SLAVE TRADE, | 


A N took place between Mr. // ilberſot ce, „Sir Jil. 
liam Young, Mr. Fox, and Colonel Porter, concerning Mr. 
Wilberforce's intended motion for an abolition of the Slave 


Trade. 


Mr. Wilberforce aid, be had tee to bring bead a a 


motion for the abolition of the Slave Trade; but a toe hav- 


ing been given by an honourable Gentleman of a motion re- 


ſpecting that bulineſs, he, not knowing how far it might be 
connected with his own, was deſirous to defer his till that was 


over, and expreſſed a wiſh that the honourable Gentleman 
were in his place, or that ſome of his friends would get up 


and ſay when he propoſed to bring it forward, as Monday. (the 
day he had appointed} ) was fixed for the Committee on the In- 


demnity Bill. 


Sir William Ye cuns anſwered for his Boone friend (Mr. 
Ellis) that he would chooſe to defer his motion from Monday 


to Friday, as he could not wiſh to have it come on the ſame 
day the Houſe was going into a Committee on ſuch a Bill as 


that for continuing the feſtrictions of the Bank; and Colonel 
Porter, being willing to accommodate gentlemen as much as 


poſſible, deferred his motion on the Southwark Petition from 
Friday next to Monday ſe'nnight. 


Mr. F:x then expreſſed the moſt anxious deſire that Mr. 


_ Wilberforce, if he had the ſame views as always, would pro- 


cced, without conſideration of any other member or motion, 


to the attainment of his object by himſelf. 


Mr. Ylberforce then gave notice, that he ſhould, if poli- 


ble, bring forward his motion for an abolition of the Slave Trade 
ſome time before Eaſter. _ 55 
Mr. Tierney obſerved, that the Siegert as the Exchequer 
bad not anſwered the queſtion which he had put to him rela- 
ure to the Exchequer bills which were lately iſſued. He 


ſhould 
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ſhould theretore repeat the ſubſtance of it, to avoid further 


doubt au the courſe he was to purſue, ** . as the Emperor, | 
or was, this country, to abide by the loſs which was to be ſuſ- 


taineg 1 conſequence of the diſcount upon the late Exchequer 


bills!“ 9955 


The Chancellor of the Exchequer ſaid, he could not be pre- 


pared to anſwer this queſtion, at this moment, further than to 
Hay, that the iſſue from the Exchequer on the Bank was the 


iffue of the Paymaſter General. That theſe bills were to be 


paid to an individual, who was the agent of his Imperial Ma- 
jeſty. That they were for certain ſervices performed, which 


Parliament had agreed ſhould be paid for, and that individuals 


had agreed to take them at no greater diſcount than one quar- 


ter per cent. That he underſtood to be the nature of the 


jo; 5 
The Bill for amending the Scotch Quota Bill was ordered 


to be re-committed on Monday. „ 
Sir M. Young moved that the Committee on the London 


Met Docks be revived. Ordered. 


The other orders of the day were deferred, 
Adjourned to Monday next. | 


| HOUSE OF LORDS. 
. MoN DAY, March 20. . 
TA OF DEBTOR AND CREDITOR ___ 
The Earl of Moira ſaid, that the ſubject of the. Debtor and 
Creditor laws, upon which their Lordſhips had been ſum- 


moned that day, had been repeatedly poſtponed on account of 
the abſence of the Lord Chancellor. He now roſe for the 
purpoſe of again, for the ſame reaſon, deferring his intended 


motion till Friday, but he could not think of conſenting to any 


farther delay beyond that period. He regretted that, in ſome 
degree, it had been proper to poſtpone it to the preſent period, 
on account of a becoming deference to the opinion of certain 


noble and learned Lords, who, he imagined, would wiſh to 


take a part in the diſcuſſion, but who, from indiſpoſition or other 
caules, had uniformly been abſent from the Houſe. He particu- 
larly regretted the ſituation and abſence of the noble and learned 
Lord who fo ably filled the woolſacx. There was, however, 
.acall and a duty impoſed upon him ſuperior to all ſuch conſi- 


deration, namely, the deplorable flate of the laws in queſtion, 
which loudly called for amendment. 


fice, that, without any reference to the ſituation of p 
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perſons, he would bring on his motion on Friday next; and 
he moved that their Lordſhips be ſummoned for that day. 
Lord Kenyon faid, that if it ſhould be impofſible tor the 


| Lond Chancellor to attend upon that day, he hoped that the 
noble Earl would conſent to poſtpone his motion to ſome fu- 


ture day. A Bill of ſo much importance ought not to be car- 


ried through without mature deliberation; and as he was un 


willing that the taſk ſhould devolve entirely on himſelf, he 


was deſirous that an opportunity ſnould be given for receiving 


the aſſiſtance of the Lord Chancellor upon that diſcuſhon, 
Earl Moira, in reply, called to their Lordſhips' recollec- 


tion the preſſing nature of the ſubject, and the many times he 


had already poſtponed the diſcuſſion, on account of the non- 
attendance of certain Peers. He ſaid, that the noble Lord 


had miſapprehended the nature of his motion. He only meant 


to move their Lordſhiꝑs to go into a Committee to conſider the 
Debtor and Creditor laws. He conceived that there were 
many hardſhips and inconyeniencies in theſe laws which ought 
to be remedied ; but it was by no means his intention to baſti- 
ly bring forward any Bill upon the ſubje&t. He only wiſhed 
that it ſhould, as ſoon as poſſible, be taken into conſideration. 

He meant therefore certainly to bring forward his motion on 


| Friday, 


Lord Kenyon then put the queſtion for ei bee the Houſe 


= for Fr 205 west; which was ordered accordingly. 


TRENT AND MER SEW CAN AI. 
The Earl of Moira moved the reading of the order of the 


5 day for ſummoning their Lordſhips with reſpect to the third 


reading of this Bill; after which his Lordſhip moved, that, 
previous to the queſtion for the third reading of the Bill being 
put, the evidence taken before the Congmittee, and printed for 


the uſe of the Houſe, be read. 


The ſame was accordingly read by the clerk, when 
Earl Moira again roſe, and, at ſome length, ſtated his diſ- 


approbation of the Bill ; complaining of advantage having been - 


taken of a quibble, and great management having been prac- 


tiſed reſpecting it. He adverted to the proceſs of the Bill 
through their I 

ſpect to certain ſtages of it, the ſtanding order of the Houſe 
relative to Canal Bills had been violated, and to all appearance 
intentionally. So much was he impreſſed with this idea, that 
he deetned it incumbent on him to move, * That the ſtand- 


ordſhips* Houſe; and he aſſerted that, with re- 


ing orders of the Houſe, in the inſtance of the preſent Canal 
Bil, not having been complied with, the Bill be W 
This 
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the Houle, 
The Earls of Moira, Coventry, 200 Front the Duke of 


of Roche/ler, were the ſpeakers. 


queſtion for the third reading of the Bill; 


Contents (in favour of the bill) Ro 
Non-Contents ( againſt „%% no 
Maj Wity | 33 


On the queſtion 0¹ f paſſing the Bill, Earl 1foira ſtated ſome 


farther objections to it, but did not divide the Houle. it Was 
paſſed accordingly. 


upon the table in their diflerent ſtages. 
Adjourned. 


HOUSE OF COMMONS, 
| Mon Dx, March 20. 


the inhabitants of the Ward of Billingſgate againſt the London 
Wet Docks Bill. Referred to the Committee on the Bill. 
= Mr. Alderman Curtis preſented a ſimilar Petition from the 
1 If inhabitants of the Tower w ard. Referred in the Goo 
x 4 | 
2 manner. 


Petition from the Lord Mayor and Commons of London, in 
Common Council aſſembled, againſt the ſame Bill. Referred 
in the like manner. 
Ihe Petition of the priſoners confined for debt in the Caſtle of 
Lancaſter, ſtating that they had only 4d, a day to ſubſiſt upon, 
and that they are in danger of periſhing for want of ſuſtenance, 


the who Houſe on Wedneſday next. 


between this country and carl Was read a third time, and 
= paſſed. | 

The Bill for 8 the rate of cablifieuce to be given to 
inn-keepers, who ſhall have foldiers quartered upon them, 
Was read a ſecond time, and ordered to a Committee of the 


whole Houſe the next day. 


Mr. 


3 


This motion gave riſe to a very long and deſultory debate, 
or rather converiation, with reſpect to the ſtanding orders of | 


Bridgewater, Lords Auckland and Mal 8 and the Biſhop | 


The queſtion being called for, a diviſion took place c on the 5 


Received ſeveral Bills from the Cot mmons,- and read thoſe | 


Mr. Alderman Luſhington preſented a Petition on behalf of : 


The Sheriffs of London ſome] at the bar of the Houſe a a 


was read, and then ordered to be referred to a Committee of _ 


The Bill for regulating the trade and commercial inneren I 
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Mr. Roſe brought up a Bill for the erecting the corpora- 


tions of ſurgeons in London into a College. 
Read a firſt time, and ordered to be read a ſecond. 


MINUTE OF COUNCIL RESPECTING THE BANK, 


The Chancellor of the Exchequer obſerved, that a very 1m- 
portant buſineſs was intented to have been brought forward 


before the Houſe by him that day.—He meant the Bill re- 


lative to the Bank; but there occurred a difficulty upon the 
matter. He could have wiſhed that the Bill thould have 

It was proper 
he ſhould ſtate to the Houſe that he had an opportunity of 
converſing that morning with a very reſpectable and im- 
portant claſs of perſons upon this ſubject, whoſe opinions 
aught to be duly conſidered upon it, he meant the bankers 
of London. They had ſuggeſted to him ſome circumſtances 


which, in his opinion, would be material for the conſidera- 


tion of the Houſe. Theſe circumſtances, however, were of 


ſuch a nature as to render it neceſſary that they ſhould hold 


a meeting among themſelves. It was allo neceſſary they 
ſhould have an opportunity of holding fuch a meeting be- 


fore the Houſe went into a Committee upon the Bill. This 
meeting, he apprehended, they would hold the next day. 
Perhaps the reſult of that meeting might be ſuch as would be 
argued upon the report as well as in the Committee. He 


underſtood the gentlemen who attended him that day, to 


have expected from that conference, that the Bill would be 
ſubmitted to a Committee that day, but he had converſed 


| with ſome of theſe gentlemen ſince he had come into the 


Houſe, and he now underſtood from them that they expected 


that the Bill would not be ſubmitted to the Committee that 
day. There were many perſons who ſeemed to have con- 


ceived that the Committee was to be put off altogether. 


He had reaſon to believe that ſuch an opinion had been 
formed by ſome of the gentlemen who had been with him 


that morning. Others had certainly underſtood him other- 
wiſe, But as many of theſe gentlemen had juſt informed 
him that they underſtood the Committee upon the Bill was 


to be put off, he thought it would not be proper to go that 


day into ſo important a meaſure as this, as ſo many gentle- 


men had this underſtanding of it, many members might have 
gone away under that apprehenſion, and many of them ma- 
terially intereſted in the ſubject, and whoſe opinions the 
Houſe might with to hear. Under theſe circumſtances it 


ap Peter 
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appeared to him neceſſary that the Houſe ſhould not go into 
the Committee that day, as he had intended. He thould 
therefore move, That the Order of the day upon the ſub- 
ject ſhould be deferred to Wedneſday. ' He wiſhed thoſe 
gentlemen to hold their meeting in the interim. He hoped 
that the buſineſs would not be delayed too long, and it it 
could not come on on Wedneſday, there would not be any 
objection to take it on Thurſday. He then moved, © That 
the Order of the day upon the Bank Bill be read;” which 
being done, he moved, „ That the Houſe do refolve itſelf 
into the ſaid Committee on Wedneſday next.“ | 
Sir Fohn Sinclair ſaid, he was almolt certain from the com- 
mencement of this meaſure, that a matter of this importance 
could not be brough tbefore a Committee of the Houle, pre- 
_ vious to a mecting having been held of the Bank proprietors. 
He ſuggeſted that opinion to the Houſe on a former day ; 
he had not altered his opinion upon that puint ; on the con- 
trary, every thing that had happened tince, had tended to 
cContirm it; a Bill of ſuch immenſe importance as this 
ſhould not de puſhed forward in haſte. The Bank proprie- 8 
tors ought certainly to have an opportunity of meeting be- 
fore the Bill in queſtion ſhould be ſubmitted to a Commit- 
tee. He underſtood that ſuch a meeting was to be held on 
Thurſday. He had heard o from an dene member 
of the Houſe. 2 
Mr. Alderman Curtis aid a few words. | 
Mr. Dent was of opinion that the Committee upon the 
Bill ought to be deferred until after the Committee had 
made their report upon the finances of the nation. He 
Wiſhed to know, whether it was intended that the pub- 
lic ſhould guarantee the payment of demands upon the Bank. "0 
Ihe Chancellor of the Excheguor thought that queſtions of 1 
that kind could be better diſcuſſed in a Commiltes than i in 1 
any other ſhape. | | Till 
The queſtion for deferring the Committce to Wedneſday | 
was then put and carried. | 
On the report of the Committee on the Militia pay Bill, 1 
Mr. Bastard propoſed an amendment, to which Mr. Steele - 1 
aſſented: and it was adopted. | . 
Mr. Baſtard propoſed another, which Mr. Steele date, | 
The Houſe divided — 


1 ( For the Amendment) — IR | 36 . 
Noes, en t) 2B; 

| © — Lk | 
Majoriy 12 5 22 


Vor. II, 1797. 3 G BILL os 
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RILL FOR BETTER PROMULGATING OF THE STATUTES. 


The Honſe then reſolved it{clf into a Committee of the 
whole Houle, to coni:der of the report of the Select Com- 
mittee appointed to conſider of the beſt mode of promul- 

gating the Statutes, Mr. Douglas in the chair. | | 

Mr. Abbot opened the general nature of the buſineſs in a 
| ſpeech of conſiderable length; ; in the courſe of which he 

{tatcd that he did not intend to propoſe that a copy of every 
public ſtatute thould be {ent to every perſon in the kingdom 

who held a commithon of the peace, but he (hould propoſe 

that a proportional allotment ſhould be {ent to the juſtices 
1 who ſat at various places where the quarter ſeſſions were 
held, to be chere diſtributed according to the circumſtances 
| of the buſinels to which they referred, and among thoſe who 
took the moſt active and laborious parts in the duty of Ma- 
giſtrates. He then {lated the whole of the plan which he 
had to ſubmit to the Committee, the ſubſtance of which 
will be found in the reſolutions which he afterwards moved. 
There was one point which he ſaid he had ſubmitted _ 
to men of much greater experience than himſelf in Parlia- 
mentary proceedings, and which, with great reluctance, he 
had been obliged to give up. He meant an alteration in 
Parliamentary diction, for of all the ſpecimens we had of 
the Engliſh language, Parliamentary diction was the molt 
| perplexed. The operative ſentence, or that for which a 
clauſe was introduced into a Bill, was often hidden in a 
wilderneſs of words, which never added to, but often ſo 
confounded the ſenſe as to render the whole clauſe totally un- 
intelligible, ſo that the intention of the legiſlature was thus 
often entirely loſt. Indeed, the legal terms of our juril- 
_ prudence were liable to this objection, and it was very griev- 
ous, inaſmuch as it was often productive of endleſs confu- 
fion. He therefore lincerely wiſhed that at ſome future 
| period this ſubject might be taken up. We might derive 
much advantage in this particular by examining the pro- 
cecdings of others. the legillative and judicial procecdings 
of the con; greſs and ſtates of America, although, like all 
human inſlitations; they were imperſea, yet they certainly 
came much nearer to the point of perfeQion, in clearneſs of 
language, than our own. If we were to take them for a 
model, perhapsit miglit be well. If the executive Government 
whoſe duty it was from time to time to attend to theſe 
points in the Bills which they had oecaſion to introduce, 
were 
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1126 copies of the public ſtatutes of the tea m, as now printed at bis Majeſty's ex- 


tereſted ſhall pay the expence thereof, 


their continuance. 


| mediately, and ordered to be taken into conſideration this 


| time the next day, if then engroſſed. 
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| 


were to try the effect of ſome alteration in the language of 4 
ſtatutes, he was perſuaded it would ſoon be productive of Eo 
great national advantage. Ile looked forwa rd to this as a | if 


ſource of great national improvement. 
He then proceeded to move certain reſolutions, of which 
the following are the ſubſtance :— 


Firſt, That it is the opinion of this Committee, it is expedient, for the bet ter pro- 
mulgation of the law, that his Majeſty's printer, inflead of p1in.icg and wit ibuting 


pence, that the ſaid printer be directed to print and diitribute 3550 copies of every 
public and general ſtatute, and 200 ofevery public local ſtatute, and 200 of ev ery 
private ſtatute, without any additional expence to the public. 

Scconely, That the ſaid printer be directed to print and deliver, or stel by 19 
poſt, the ſaid Bills as ſoon as poilible to certain Magiſtrates, &c. after the tail Bills | i | 
ſnal! have received the roy al aflent, according to the fame mode as is now obterved | 1 
for che diſtribution of general acts at the end of a ſeſnon of Parlament. oh 

Thirdly, That the printer ſhall deliver 200 copies of the public, local, and 290 bh 1 
copies of private acts, in like manner. ED ps - 


Fourthly, That every chief Magikrate, or head officer of eV oY town cor porate, = 8 
Kc in England and Scotland, recen ſoch 9 Wen preſerve and a weed the PE 9 ; 
ſame to his ſucceſſor in office. | 77 Ws 

Fifchly, That in oi der not to charge the public Sa the expence, RE partics in- 


and general clauſes under their gencral heads, together with a general table or the | ot 


| 1 
Sixthly, That the printer ſhall print general atutes under 441. veal hends. 3 
heads of them, according to directions, &c. | 


Seventhly, That the preciſe duration of every new or temporary Bill be pri: ted 1 
at the head of the Bill, and at the end thereof, and no where elle, - 1 
Eighthly, That the revival of expired ſtatutes, or of all thoſe intended to be re- 
vived, ſhall be included in one Bill; - that the title ſhall expreſs the cauſe of reviving 
ſuch ſtatutes, and ſhall deſcribe ſach ſtatutes i together with the preciſe duration of , 
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All theſe reſolutions were Carried, the report ects] im- 
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day ſe'nnight, and to be printed. . 
The Scotch Bank note Bill was LIE Wes to be read a third 
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As alſo the Bill for amending the Scotch Quota Bill 8 


The other Orders of the day were geferred to Wedneſday. 
| Adjourned. | | 
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HOUSE OF LORDS. 
Tuzspay, March 21. 

1 STATE OF IRELAND. 

The order of the day for the Houſe to be ſummoned, be- 


Mp ing moved and read, 
„ The Earl of Moira 105 to make his promiſed motion 
i with regard to Ireland. He ſaid that on ordinary occaſions 
[8 where two ſeparate and independent Legiſlatures exiſted, 
j acting each within its own ſphere for the happineſs of two 
| countries united under one common head or ſovereign, and 
i identified by a common intereſt, it certainly was of the ut- 
[ik moſt importance for them mutually to reſpect the line by 
Which their authority was bounded. They ought to be 
careful not to approach the line of demarcation, and to em- 
ploy the utmoſt delicacy in agitating queſtions in which the 
privileges and the independence of each other was involved. 
Although this general truth could not be diſputed, circum- 
ſtances might occur in which, conſiſtently with the moſt Pere 
fect regard to the independent rights and ſeparate authoritics 
it might be proper and fit, nay, even meritorious for ung 
mutually to manifeſt their attention and their anxiety for 
objects in which their common intereſts were concerned. 
The delicacy with which this ſpecies of interference is con- 
ducted, affords an aſſurance of the purity of the motive. It 
> effeQually guards againſt the irritating ſuſpicion of uſurpa- 
tions which awaken jealouſies and kindle reſentments. Free 
from every appearance of an affected ſuperiority and over- 
bearing dominion, ſuch an interference for common intereſt 
would be received with kindneſs and attended with advan- 
tage. When urgent caſes render it neceſſary, the delicacy 
that has been obſerved, removes every jealouſy which might 
Otherwiſe be excited, ad when the meaſure is embraced, it 
is with. the ſenſe that thoſe whom it regards will conſider it 
with the ſame ſpirit by which it was dictated, and view it 
with the ſame intereſt from which it flowed. Upon theſe 
grounds, therefore, he now roſe for the purpoſe of moving 
an humble addreſs to his Majeſty, that he would be graci- 
oufly pleaſed to interpoſe his paternal and beneficent inter- 
| ference to remedy the diſcontents which prevail in Ireland, 
and which create the moſt ſerious alarm for that country, 
and for the deareſt intereſts of the Britiſh empire. He was 
aware that three grounds of abjection might be taken to 
his motion. It might be deemed an interference with the 
independent 
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independent authority of the Iriſh Legiſlature, or that it was 


not called for by any exiſting neceſſity, or, thirdly, that it 

was not calculated to meet the object it profeſſed to have in 
view. If it were objected, that this was an interference 
with the independent authority of the Iriſh Legiſlature; 
ſuch an objection, he ſhould have thought it ſuperfluous to 
anſwer, had it not been hinted upon a former night, When 
he gave notice of his motion. But would ſuch an intention 


be imputed to him who had repeatedly oppoſed every preten- 


ſion that could bring that independence into doubt; to him 
who had reprobated fo ſtrongly thoſe meaſures Which inter- 


fered with that Legiſlature when they were about to com- 
plete their own work, and when they would have carried it 


to that perfection which would have removed the cauſes 


which produced thoſe diſcontents that rendered the preſent 


interference neceſſary. This was no queſtion of internal 
regulation. Tt was a point of common concern and of 
mutual intereſt, upon which both countries had an equal 
right to ſtand forward. That caſes, for the exerciſe of this 
common right, might occur, could ſcarcely be diſputed. He 


did not with to make any odious alluſion to any former ob- 


ſervations, but ſuppoſe, as a poſſible caſe, that ſuch a diſpoſi- 
tion of the Britith fleet was intended as would leave Ireland 
defenceleſs, might not the Iriſh Houſe of Lords interfere by 


an addreſs to his Majeſty, praying that ſuch a meaſure might 


not be adopted? If in the courſe of a negociation with 


France any conditions were to be ſtipulated which would 


prove particularly prejudicial to Ireland, would it be incom- 
petent for the Iriſh Houſe of Lords to addreſs his Majeſty, 
and intreat that he would be graciouſly pleaſed to interpoſe 


to prevent its taking effect? Such objections as this could 


not be urged with any propriety, or maintained with any 
ſucceſs. In ſpeaking of the necethty of the meaſure he pro- 
poſed, he rejoiced that it was not neceſſary to go into any 
detail. The extent and rapid encreaſe of the difcontents 


which prevailed in Ireland, was a ſubject of ſufficient noto- 


riety to form the ground of this proceeding. He ſhould ab- 
ſtain, therefore, from enumerating the particulars which 
had come to his knowledge, and of which, indeed, he had 

recently been witneſs. They appeared unneceſſary to the 
reſolution which the Houſe was now called upon to form. 
If it was by other noble Lords conſidered neceſſary to go 
into the detail, he hoped he ſhould be allowed, in the uſual 


indulgence of the Houſe the privilege of reply, to give thoſe 


minute explanations which might be required, and from this 
3 e F detail 
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detail he ſhould not be precluded by any thing which he now 
ſaid. He did not expect to hear that night that the diſcon- 
tents, to which he alluded, were exaggerated. Such mode 
of reply would not be admitted at a moment like the pre- 


ſent. The eyes of the country and of all Europe were fixed 


upon their Lordſhips. The attention of the country at large, 
alarmed at the critical ſituation in which it is placed, Was 
turned to their Lordſhips; the public had a right to expect 
that they would ſhew themſelves honeſt and careful, that 


| they would not allow a queſtion of ſuch magnitude to be 


evaded by any objection of form, or any alledged inaccuracy 
of ſtatement. The time was now paſt in which their Lord 
ſhips might be amuled with unprofitable diſputations. Sub- 
ſtantial vigour and energy of conduct wers required. The 


univerſal ſentiment that prevailed was, that the exertion of 


every honeſt man and friend to his country was neceſſary to 


| ſave the ſtate from the calamities in which it was plunged, 


and from the dangers with which it was threatened. If their 


Lordſhips refuſed to contribute their part, they would for- 
feit their credit with the public, they would entail a reproach 
_ equally diſhonourable to themſelves, and pernicious to the 
country. He ſhould proceed then to ſtate the further grounds 
of neceſſity and propriety on which the motion reſted. In 
addreſſing his Majeſty to the effect propoſed, the Houſe 
would not only exerciſe one of its moſt important privi- 
leges, but fulfil one of its moſt. important Cuties, They 


were the hereditary counſellors of the Throne, and no occa- 


| tion could occur which called more ſtrongly for the exerciſe 


of the right. It it appeared that the connſellors more im- 
mediately about his Majeſty's perſon, that is his Miniſters, 


had not given that advice which was calculated to enſure 


the happineſs and proſperity of Ireland, they ought to ap- 
proach the Throne with advice more wiſe and ſalutary. If 


they doubted the wiſdom of the advice which had been 


iven, this was the inſtance for the exerciſe of their par- 


Bolus function. To act in this manner was to manifeſt 


the ſtrongeſt proof of attachment to the ſovereign, and the 


boſt pledge of their intereſt in the public welfare. It might 


be ſaid, what influence could ſuch an addreſs carry with it ta 


change the councils by which Ireland was governed? In any 


private company ſuch an objection in the courſe of con- 

verſation could be conſidered as the reſult only of igno- 

rance or of impudence. To prove the influence of the Bri- 

tith Cabinet he needed r to appeal toa fact which had a 
|  __ eurre 
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curred not very long ago, he meant the recal of Earl Fitz- 
william, at a time when all Ireland concurred in the mea- 
ſures which he purſued, when hat country gave the faireſt 
proſpect of tranquillity, and the fureſt pledge of aſſiſtance 
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and ſupport to Britain in the difficult and arduous circum- _ 
ſtances in which ſhe was placed. To the impolicy of this 


meaſure the preſent diſtracted ftate of Ireland was to be im- 
puted. If the Britiſh Cabinet could interfere ſo ſucceſsfully 
tor what he deemed an impolitic and miſchievous purpoſe, 
could they not interfere for the ſalutary end of recommending 


wiſdom and producing good? He was convinced that the 


general ſentiment of Ireland was that of cordial attachment 
to this country, and that it was the determination of the 
majority to ſtand or fall with this country. Put, amid the 
diſtractions with which Ireland is agitated, the jealouſies 
which prevail, and under the ſyſtem. which now ſubſiſts, 
their Lordſhips ſhould reflect what advantage was given to 
the inſidious and di affected ſpirits to repreſent the bad ef- 


tects which reſulted from their connection with this coun- 
try. He could conceive no ſtate of things more fatal than 


that Ireland ſhould be the ſubject of continued jealouſy and 


diſtruſt to this country. Unleſs wiſe meaſures were taken 
to prevent it, ſuch, however, would be the ſlate to which 
we ſhould be reduced. He truſted that the army upon 
which we relied for the defence of Ireland would ever re- 


main faithful to their king and to the Britiſh empire. But 


would it not be unwiſe to truſt entirely to this reſource ?_ 


Would it not be impolit ic to rely upon this laſt reſort before 


they had done every thing to obtain a better ſecurity. Cir- 


cumſtances could be conceived, in which this ſupport might 
be overthrown. A ſimilar reliance in another country, 
Without, in time, endeavouring to obtain better ſecurity, 
had plunged it into the utmoſt miſery and diſtreſs. Was it 


wile to truſt the veſſel upon the ocean with this fingle an- 


chor? At preſent it was but too evident that there was no 


dependance but on force. They ought, therctore, to apply 
the remedy in time. It was now in their hands. It might 
be aſked, what was the plan which he wiſhed to purſue? 
This, however, was indicated in the motion itſelf. — When 


they addreſſed his Majeſty to interpoſe his paternal. care 
and benevolence, the known goodneſs of his nature left 
no room for doubt as to the reſult. It was by temper, 
. . and good faith, that the dillractions of Ireland were 
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to be appeaſed, and their affections conciliated. No good 
could be expected from a proſecution of the preſent ſyſtem. 
He was confident, however, that the adoption of meaſures 
that inſpired the people with confidence in the Government 


would quickly call forth that fond affection of the inhabitants 
of Ireland to this country, which circumſtances might cloud, 
but could not extinguiſh, and inſpire that zeal fo neceſſary | in 


the preſent moment, and furniſh thoſe refources which were 
requiſite for the critical ſituation in which we were placed, 
and the arduous conteſt in which we were engaged. On 
theſe grounds, therefore, he reſted the motion which he was 
then to propoſe, viz. © That an humble Addreſs be preſented 
to his Majeſty, praying that he would be graciouſly pleafed to 


interpoſe his paternal and beneficent interference to allay the 


diſcontents which at preſent ſubſiſt in the kingdom of Ireland, 


and which threaten the dearelt intereſts of the Britiſh « em- 


Pite. 
Lord Grenville lainented that, upon the preſent important 


diſcuſſion, they were deprived of the aſſiſtance of the great ta- 


lents and experience of the noble Lord who uſually filled the 


 woolſack. He was ſure, at the ſame time, that the noble Lord 
was actuated by a ſenſe of public duty, in his chuſing to bring 
forward a ſubject of ſuch importance, without regarding the cir- 
cumſtance of that noble Lord's abſence, wheie wiſdom muſt 
have proved of ſo much ſervice, and whole attendance was ſo 
neceſſary to the forms of the Houſe. If he regretted the ab- 


ſence of the noble Lord for theſe reaſons, ſtill he was happy to 


reflect, that, upon the preſent occaſion, the exertion of elo- 
quence was the leſs neceſſary, as he truſted he could ſhew, 


from the application of known and acknowledged principles, 
that the preſent motion could not be adopted without breaking 
the ſolemn compact which had been entered into between the 
two countries, without tearing aſunder every bond of union 


and connection which ſubſiſted, deſtroying the fences that with 


io much care and fo much wiſdom had been ſet up, and fpread- 
ing diſtraction and diviſion between the members of the Britiſh 
empire. He ſhould therefore give his molt decided oppoſition 


to the preſent motion, and to every propoſition of a ſimilar 
tendency. The noble Lord attempted to remove the objec- 


tion, that the motion was an interference with the indepen- 
dent legiſlature of Ireland, but in his opinion without ſucceſs. 


Conceding, however, for a moment this point, to which he 


ſhould afterwards advert, he would call the attention of their 


Lordſhips to the motion irſelf, It was ſtated, that difſentions, 
 diſtraQtions, and diſcontents, prevailed i in Ireland; and it was 


truly 
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truly faid, that the benevolence of his Majeſty's diſpoſition 


muſt be anxious to remove them. In the addreſs, however, 


which the noble Lord propoſed, he did not ſtate the caule of 


theſe diſſentions and diſtractions. Such an addreſs he con- 
ceived to be wholly unneceſſary. In the courſe of a reign of 
thirty-ſix years his Majeſty had, from year to year, applied 
himſelf to remove every ground of uneaſineſs or diſcontent 


which the ſituation of that country preſented. In the begin- 
ning of the preſent reign the people of Ireland had been dif-. 
united, but to a much greater degree, and to a greater extent, 


2 
than upon the preſent occaſion. He would defire any one to 


compare the ſtate of Ireland, as it was left by his Majeſty? 8 


anceltors, with its preſent ſituation. He would aſk them to 


look at the Catholics admitted to the exerciſe of their political 


rights, and to the enjoy ment of their property; to the partici- 


pation of every civil and ſocial blefling ; reſtored to that confi- 
dence in themielves which the laws had formerly deſtroyed; 
freely er to engage in every ſpecies of commerce, and 


to apply themſelves to every profe tion of honour and reputa- 


tion, tharing the right of voting for members of Parliament 


2nd in their whole W e manifeſting the effects of the bene- 


fits they had received in the beſt manner in which benefits 


could operate on the human mind. He would deſire their 


Lordſhips to confider their conduct upon the late occaſion, 
when the enemy, deluded by falſe repretentations of the ſtate 
of Ireland, riſked the laſt wretched remnant of his fleet, and 
embarked an inferior ys in the raih hope of being able to 
{ſucceed in their deſigns, | »y the diſunion of the inhabitants of 
Ireland. For a proof of the good diſpofition of the Catholics 


upon chat occaſion, he could refer, with pleaſure, to the un- 


exceptionable teſtimony of the reverend prelates who worthily 


ſhew themſelves their guides in religious matters. | His Lord- 
ſhip read ſome paſſages of the circular letter from Dr. Moylan, 


tlie Catholic Biſhop of Cork i Thus it appeared that his Ma- 
jeſty's exeftions had already been crowned with ſucceſs ; that 
this ſucceſs was not perfectly complete was a ſubject of regret ; 
jealouſies had appeared in ſome degree, but they had been con- 
ciliated by the benevolence and the paternal care.of his Ma- 


jeſty. What ſtronger pledge could be given of his Majeſly's . 


Intention to perſevere in the ſame courte, than what he had 
already done? The Iriſh had ereated a commerce with which 


they were before unacquainted, extendel their manufaCtures, 


and, what they deemed a more valutble acquiſition, had ob- 
tained the bleſſings of a free Conſtitution. It the motion was 
intended to implore his Majeſty to employ his benevolence and. 

Vor. II. 1797. . paternal 
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418 WOODFALL'S PARLIAMENTARY REPORTS. [Loxps, 
paternal care to remedy the diſcontents which prevail, it was 
unneceſſary ; but it was not only unneceſlary, it was highly 
dangerous and miſchievous, This was a different cafe from 
thoſe which the noble Lord had ftated. A negociation was 


clearly a caſe of cominon intereſt, in which both parties would 


be entitled to interfere, But if there was any point which 
could be conſidered more excluſively of internal regulation 
than another, it was the preſent. Lhe motion was intended 
to apply to the internal tate of Ireland, and (if he underſtood 
it) ta the frame of its independent leg ſtature. About fourteen 
years ago, when diſcontents and heart- -burnings were repre- 
ſented to exiſt, on account of the right not much exerciſed, 
but hroadly afferted in the ſtatute book of the legiſlature of this 
country, to make laws to bind Ireland, his Majclty bad ad- 
viled Parliament to diſclaun that right, and to repeal the ob- 


noxious ſtatute. This accordingly was done, and the act, 


6th of George I. was repealed. Some difficulties that had not 
been foreſeen occurred. A paramount juriſdiction had exiſted 
in their Lordſhips, and appeals were brought before them in 
the Jait reſort. An appeal having been brought upon this 


ground, their Lordſhips very properly paſſed an act, renounc- 


ing in future all ſuch right, and enaCting, that Parliament 
ſhould be reſtrained from entertaining any Bill which pretend- 
ed in any degree to bind the inhabitants of Ireland. Now 


their Lordſhips were called upon to interfere in a point moſt 


excluſively relating to the internal ſtate of Ireland. Such an 
interference was obviouſly improper likewiſe, as it was impoſ- 
ſible tor them to proceed with ſufficient information, which 


lay much better within the reach of their own legiflature. 


To the general propoſition of the noble Lord he had oppoſed 
general grounds, and he hoped their Loodſhige would be aware 
of the impropriety and danger of adopting it. With regard to 
the happineſs of Ireland, it was an object to which no one 


could be indifterent ; but at pretent the whole ſubject was out 


ot its place. Inftcad of remedying the diſcontents which pre- 
vailed, it would tend to inflame them. It would induce the 
people of Ireland to imagine that their own legiſlature was in- 
different to their welfare, and thus ſtir up the diviſions which 
it was the object to appeaſe, As they had given to Ireland the 


bleſſings of a free Conſtitution, the beſt way to fix their at- 


tachment to it was to engage their confidence ! in its favour. 
He ſhould therefore give the motion his decided negative. 
Earl Firzwilliam laid, that he could by no means concur in 


the arguments of the noble Secretaty, that this country ought 


n.vcr to give any opinion upon the public ſituation of Ireland. 


That 
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That ſuch interference, for the purpoſe of averting evils which 
threatened the two countries, was proper and fitting, he thought 
extremely clear. What the noble S-cretary had laid as to the 
improved ſtate of Ireland was certainly true. But whatever 
_ circumſtances might have contributed to that prolpe rity, ſtill 
there might remain room for ſomething farther to be done. If 
this was the caſe, were we to ſtop, and go no farther, becauſe 


we had already made conſiderable progreſs? A certain claſs 
of the people of Ireland had long been held in a ſtate of degra- 


dation, and if the circumſtances on which this was thought 
neceſſary no longer exiſted, was it not the duty of the Houle 
to call upon thoſe who had the authority, to remove the griev- 
ances which yet remained? The noble Secretary had laid that 
the people vf Ireland were tranquil and happy. Bulk was it a 
proof of this that Acts of Indemnity had been pail! in the Iriſh 
Parliament for proceedings > beyond the law, Which mult have 
been called for by a conduct not very conbiftent with that tran- 
quillity. If no circumſtances of diſorder appeared, why, were 
whole pariſhes, baronies, and even counties, declared to be out 


had been in arms. Was this then the ſtate of tranquillity ? 

Was this a ſtate of things by which this country was in no 
danger of being affected? Connected with each other by the 
ties of individuals, by mutual poſſeſſions of property united un- 


| Hideration for the Houſe to addreſs his Majeſty to employ bis 
paternal care and benevolence to quiet the minds of the peo- 
ple, to reſtore the inhabitants of Irelard to tranquillity and 
Happineſs? T his was a period of ferious and awful portenr. 
Dangers and ſtorms threatened our ſafety and happineſs, and 
it was the duty of the Houte to allay every diſcontent to which 
wildom could extend, and to fortify the country by every re- 
{ſ>urce which policy could ſecure. 

The Earl of Lize-pool ſaid, that in his opinion the motion 
now before their Lordſhips appeared to him to be improper, 
whether it was intended to actuate them in their legiflative 
capacity to interfere in the affairs of Ireland, or whether it 


ciſe his executive authority in a particular way over that 
branch of the empire. On the latter ſuppoſition it was un- 
_ neceſfary, lince, as his noble friend (Lord Grenville) had 
ſtated, his Majeſty, ever ſince he came to the throne, had 
been uniformly employed in extending his Royal benchicence 


"39-2 


of tiie King's peace? It was likewiſe tated in the proceedings 
of the Government of Ireland, that they were diſarming the - 
people in certain diſtricts, from which it was evident that vie | 


der one common head, was it beyond the proper ſphere of con- 


was meant to influence them to adviſe his Majeſty to exer- 


to. 
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to that people: and on the former ſuppoſition it would be 
highly unbecoming in that Houſe to interfere with the in- 
dependence of the Iriſh Parliament, to which alone belong- 
ed the entire regulation and management of the internal 
affairs of that kingdom. Suppoling that a motion was to 
be made in the Iriſh Parliament for the purpoſe of in- 
ducing it to interfere in the diſcuſſion of the great queſ- 


tion of Parliamentary Reform, or Catholic toleration in 


this country, he aſked how it would be taken by the 


Britiſh Parliament? And was it lets improper for the 


Houſe of Lords in this country to interfere in the dil- 
cuſſion of queſtions, the deciſion of which only belonged 


to the iriſh Parliament, and to which its juriſdiction alone 


was competent? Such diſcuſſions, inſtead of conciliating the 
affections of Ireland, which was the object of the noble 


Lord's motion, would awaken jealouſies between the coun- 


tries which would not perhaps be eaſily removed. He ſhould 
grant, for the ſake of argument, that all the evils complained 


of by the noble Lord exiſted to the full extent of his repre- 


ſentation, but ſtill he contended that they ought to be reme- 


died by the inſtruction of the Iriſh Parliament, the great 


council of the king in that country, and not by the Britiſh 


legiſlature, whole interference was calculated only to aggra- 


vate the diſcontents which it was their object to remove. 


The motion ſeemed to him to be as miſchievous in its ten- 
dency, as it was unconſtitutional in its principle; and he re- 


ferred to a ſpeech of the firſt magiſtrate of that country, in 
which the Lord Lieutenant alluded to the bad conſequences 


which flowed from motions of the deſcription now before 
them. Upon theſe grounds he ſhould give the propoſntion 


of the noble Lord his moſt decided negative. | 
The Earl of Moira roſe in reply to Lord Grenville, and 


in the firſt place, he adverted to the objection grounded upon 
internal interference with the independent legiſlature of Ire- 
land. Hegranted that the legiſtature of that country was 
independent ; but at the ſame time, he ſhould maintain that 
in every matter where the commen intereſt of both coun- 
tries was concerned, the Britiſh legiſlature had a right to 
interfere. The noble Secretary entered into a long detail 


of the advantages which Ireland had enjoyed, under the auſ- 
picious reign of his preſent Majeſty, which he juſtly ſtated 


to be numerous and great, and, from this detail he inferred, 
that diſcontent ought not to exiſt ; but why did he forget, 
that hotyathiranding all the generous liberality which they 


had 
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had experienced from their ſovereign, there was ſtill a part Ml 
of the boon unbeſtowed? Did he not know that they had 9 
fill a plea ot the ſtrongeſt kind unan{wered ? Was he not | 

informed that the Catholics of Ireland inſiſted upon their | 
right of being elected members of the legiſlature, upon the 
ground that if they had had ſome of their body in Parliament. 
to ſpeak for them and repreſent their grievances, the perſe- l 
cutions which have exiſted would not have taken place? 1 

But perhaps it would be ſaid, that he was ſpeaking of perſe- 
cutions, as vaguely as he had done of diſcontents, and that 
the one had as little foundation as the other. He inſtanced, 
however, no fewer than ninety one houſe-holders who had 
been baniſhed from one of his own eſtates after being plun- 
dered of their property, and many of them wounded in their 
perſons. He felt the difficulty there was of ſpeaking upon 
£4 this part of the ſubject, but he was driven to ſay ſomething 

. upon it by the courſe of argument which had been adopted 

by the noble Secretary. The diſcontents were not confined 

to one {ect only, they were common to the Proteſtants with 
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the Catholics, and whole counties had been declared to be 
out of the King's peace, the ſoldiery having been ſent alt 
0 night to diſarm them without the preſence of a magiſtrate, 74 © 
and with orders to uſe force if it was neceflary. Were 
theſe things true, and would it be contended that this country | 
was not implicated in the reſult, or that it was foreign to N 
its duty to interfere? He allowed that the noble Secretary | ihe 
| had a ſtrong reaſon, as an individual, to object tothe motion, i 
1 as it undoubtedly went to convey a cenſure upon the King's 138 
ſervants. But were their Lordſhips, at this awful and alarm- | k 
ing conjunAure, met to compliment? No. He truſted that Ws 
the Houle, indifferent as to the operation of his motion upon 1 
the character of Miniſters, would overlook all private con- 1 
ſiderations, and adopt thoſe meaſures which were moſt like] 1 
to conduce to the ſafety of the empire. This could be beit 1 
effected by giving the people of Ireland confidence in their 1 
ſovereign, by giving activity to that tender and paternal diſ- 18 
poſition which his Majeſty for 36 years has ſhewn towards WW 
his people, and the operation of which has been unfortu- 
nately ſuſpended by the indiſcieet advice of his Miniſters. Wo: 


He thought it the firſt duty he owed to his ſovereign to give 
him this advice, and therefore he ſhould ſtrenuouſly maintaig 
the motion which he had had the honour to mae. 
Lord Grenville replied, and contended that his objections We” | 
| = did we. 
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did not originate from a point of form, but from real, eſ- 
ſential, and moſt ſubſtantial grounds, as the propoſition had 
for its object a direct interference with the independence 
of the government of Ireland. | 
The Earl of Guilaferd profeſſed that after what had been 
ſaid in ſupport of the motion, and the little that he had 
heard in anſwer to it, it was not his intention to add any thing 
upon the propriety of giving advice to his Majeſty. He 
could not, however, reſolved as he was to ſupport the mo- 
tion, give a filent vote, after what he had heard from a 
noble Tecretary upon the danger of diſcuſſing the preſent 
_ queſtion, which was no leſs than tearing aſunder the two 
Countries, and deſtroying the bond of union which now 
ſubſiſted between them. When a country was reduced to. 
that critical ſituation in which it became dangerous to diſcuſs 
its intereſts, he would aſk, whether thoſe w cho had brought 
it into that ſituation, or thoſe who introduced ſuch diſculkons 
were the moſt proper objects of cenſure? The argument of 
the noble Secretary went not ſo much to protect The inde- 
pendence of the Iriſh Parliament, as to fecure Minilters 
againſt reſponſibility. Neither the Britiſh Cabinet nor wn - 
Trich Lord Lieutenant were reſponſible to the Iriſh Parlia- 
ment; and if they were exempted alſo from the controul of 
the Britiſh Parliament, to whom were they reſponſible He 
could not admit that Miniſters had ſhewn any attention to 
the intereſts of Ireland, ſince Lord Fitzwilliam was recalled, 
the meaſures of whoſe Adminiſtration gave ſuch univerſal 
ſfatisfation. If the advice, therefore, was not neceſſary to 
the King, of whoſe paternal concern for his people he enter- 
tained no doubt, it was highly requiſite to his Miniſters. 
He concluded with giving his weary: aſſent to the mo- 
tion. | 

Earl Spencer confeſſed that when the notice was given of 
the motion, there were many objections which occurred to 
him againſt it, and theſe had been confirmed by the diſcuſſion 
of the evening. It the noble Lord meant to do any good 
by his motion, he ought to have .gone much farther, and 
pointed out both the nature of the diſcontents, and the kind 
of meaſures which ought. to be reſorted to to remove them. 
It was decidedly his opinion, for his own part, that ſup- 
poſing the evil was of ſuch a nature as to, require a remedy, 
the remedy ought to be applied by the Iriſh legiſlature. 
The ſubject was certainly one of great moment to bath 
countries, but he was afraid that Gifcuſſions of this ſort were ; 
calcu- 
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calculated rather to create new jealouſies than to heal paſt 

diſſentions. 3 i LES Ges 85 
The Marquis of Lanſd5wn ſaid, that if the preſent was a 


ſubject of delicacy, Miniſters were the cauſe of it. There 
was nobody leſs inclined to queſtion or to infringe upon the 
independence of the Iriſh legillature than he was, but there 


was a great difference between infringing vpon that inde- 
pendence, and acting in their capacity as the great heredi- 
tary council of the King. The doctrine which Miniſters 
had held forth he was inclined to think was much more cal - 
culated to foment jealouſies between the two legiſlatures 


than the motion of the noble Lord, were it carried into effect. 


The lord lieutenant of Ireland, as a Miniſter, was accounta- 
ble to the Britiſh, as well as to the Iriſh parliament ; and 


therefore they had a right to watch over the meaſures of his 
adminiſtration, and to cenſure or adviſe him as they might 
deem proper. The noble Secretary entered into a pompous 
and elaborate diſplay of the advantages which Ireland had 
enjoyed under the reign of the preſent King. But he would 
_ alk him, whether the immunities which had been granted to 
Ireland had not been fully juſtified by the conſequences ; _ 
and that too after they had been refuſed by their own legiſ- 

lature ? It was in the recollection of almoſt every noble Lord, 
that, when a petition was preſented to the Iriſh parliament 
by a numerous and reſpectable body of that kingdom, the 


prayer of it was rejected with ſomething little ſhort of in- 


dignation ; but, when deputies were ſent over to this country, 
they were graciouſly received, and their miſſion was attend- 
ed with its deſired effect. He was not informed of the par- 
ticulars of the preſent {tate of lseland ; but it was notorious 
to every perſon that the greateſt diſcontent prevailed. Per- 


ſecutions had been carried on againſt the Catholics by a ſmall 
body of Proteſtants ; and, what was {till more alzrming, 
he underſtood that they now united. The people in the 
North of Ireland were well known to be of a daring, in- 


flexible character; they were known to be ſo in the army, 
in the fleet, and in the literary world, for there were men 
of literature among them: They might be led, but they would 
not be forced. The people in the South of Ireland were ef 
a totally different diſpoſition, diſtinguiſhed by thoſe unruly 
paſſions which are the general concomitants of idleneſs. It 
certainly, then, required ſome ingenuity to unite theſe two 
different and oppoſite deſcriptions of men- an ingenuity - 
ſimilar to that which was neceſſary to ſeparate Ireland from 
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this country. What the event might be it was impoſlible 
to ſay: he warned them, however, that it might be ſuch as 
to ſhake the empire to its centre! And was a ſubject which 
involved ſuch conſequences to be fet alide by a few words 
about the independence of the Iriſh parliament, an expreſ- 
tion, which, till of late years, uſed never to be heard of from 
Miniſters? The motion now before their Lordſhips was 
couched in terms ſo wiſe, ſo prudent, and ſo moderate, that 
he could ſcarcely have purpoſed that it could have been ob- 
jected to. What was its purport ? It faid to his Majeſty, 
„Sire, you have by a happy conduct attached the people of 
Ireland to your family and government, by the ſame liberal} 
and generous conduct by which your grandfather gained the 
affections of the Highlands of Scotland:: There is but one 
ſmall cauſe of difcontent ſtill remaining, and it is only neceſ- 
ſary that you follow up thoſe wiſe and ſalutary meaſures 
which you have hitherto acted upon to remove it.” This 
was all that the motion propoſed. If it was done in time the 
meaſures might be ſucceſsful ; but it ought to be recollected 
that the longer was the delay, the greater was the danger, 
the breach would grow wider and wider till at length it would 
be found impoſlible to heal it. Mr. Erſkine, in his admira- 
ble pamphlet, had wiſely ſaid, give the people of Ireland 
their rights and yo 1 will neither require fleets nor armies to 
protect them. Three millions of loyal people would gefy the 
power of France, and he begged that it ſhould be rege 
tha. if they were united they might perhaps defy the Then 
h ther countries too? The example of Genoa was before 
em. Phe Marquis concluded with quoting the authority 
of tat great ſtateſman Sir Robert Walpole, who conſidered 
it as much better policy to comply with the wiſhes of a nation 
when they were ſtrongly expreſſed, even tho they might be 
founded in deluſion, than to reliſt the general will, when, as 
in the caſe of Ireland at preſent it was diſtinctly manifeſted. 
The Marquis Truſs nd thought that his Majeſty need- 
ol not the advice of their Lordſhips to entertain a tender 
regard for the intereſts of his ſubjects and therefore he 
thought it proper for him to diſſent from the preſent motion. 
He wiſhed, however, that every thing that could tend to 
ameliorate che condition of the people of Ireland ſhould be 
done. He enumerated many things of a- beneficial nature 
that had been done, and wiſhed ;them to be followed up by 
others. He ſtated ſome of the ſubjects. of complaint that 
appeared to him to be well founded, ſuch as the number of 
men 
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men of large fortune wholly abſenting themſelves from the 


kingdom. For theſe and the like complaints he wiſhed there 
was a remedy, but he could not approve of this mode of in- 
terfering in the regulations of Ireland, and therefore he 
ſhould diſſent from the motion. ; 1 
The Marquis of Lanſdorun admitted there had been con- 
fiderable improvements in the regulzigg of the internal 
affairs of Ireland. The having ten 
| ſtead of four, for the trial of offenceFMemgoked upon as 
a great good. Murders, and other atroctOWoffences, had 
been too frequently committed in that country, and the 
bringing to juſtice the peſhetrators of ſuch horrid acts, was 
the duty of Executive Government; and it was allo the 
duty of every individual fo jap GEovernment in that re- 
ſpect. Every man oug 
property was protected | 
property and the protection that was afforded it. He had 
heard that it had been ſaid ſomewhere elſe, he would not 
ſay where, © that property was the creature of law;“ this 
was an idle and a falſe aſſertion; it was fo far from be- 
ing juſt, that law was rather the creature of property. [This 


was in alluſion to a ſentence to this effect, uſed a conſider- 
e by the Chancellor of the Ex er in the 


able tim 


ons. He ſaw the necel 83 


could be done by individual example, h . 
in it. It was a fact well known that there was a gf 
tity of land which produced nothing at all in Irela 


\ 


which might be made to produce a great deal, and there 
were there a great number of people who at preſent have 
nothing to do, who might be well employed in the cultiva- 
tion of that land. = OR TSS ob PEN 

He ſhould be glad to join in any plan that might be pro- 
poſed, either in or out of Parliament, to remedy the defect 


which he had juſt hinted at; perhaps to divide a large 


eſtate into ſmall and ſeparate properties ; by which means he 
thought the country might be benefited. He had written to 


Ireland with a view of bringing ſomething of that kind about. _ 


But whatever he ſhould do of that nature muſt be purely vo- 
luntary, for he had no idea of force in the diſtribution or the 
management of any man's property: nor had hie any idea of 
anv plan of this kind, or any other, by which the lower claſſes 
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0 lupport the laws by which 
cauſe ſociety depended upon 
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of ſociety could hope for any benefit being ſet on foot, until an = 
end be put to this difaſtrous war. What was wanted in the #1 
mean time was, that the people ſhould be united, He begged 
pardon for this digreſſive mode of ſpeaking, but he thought 
that theſe points were called for by what had been urged in 
ſome part of the debate. | 
Lord Darniey ql 


Wed, that the motion before their Lord- 
ſhips was in vergiy Wal terms, and, therefore, if he thought 
there exiſted 995 emty for it, he ſhould affent to it, for he 
did not concur With the noble Secretary of State and the noble 
Earl, that the Houſe ſhould not interfere at all in the affairs 
olf Ireland. He thought there were ſome caſes in which their 
Lordſhips might interfefE in ſuch 3 but he thought that, 
generally ſpeaking, theifL is thould not interfere in ſuch 
affairs. He oppoſed the moti n the ground that the 
ſituation of Ireland, at this time, 10t call for it. Since he 
had known Ireland, he had never known a time when all de- 
ſcriptions of men were fo well and fo juſtly ſatisfied with the 
_ adminiſtration as they were at this moment. He did not al- 
Ways praiſe Government in regard to their conduct with re- 
ſpect to Ireland. He thought there were many inſtances in 
which Ireland had been neglected, but this was not the period 
at which hamould ſay ſo; for he was well perſuaded, from 
what rr ſeen (having been himſe 
e 15 never was a period in W 
d popular in Ireland as 
ef of this, he would call the 
hips the loyalty they had manifeſted at the ap- 
the enemy on the coaſt, who attempted to invade 
He therefore oppoſed this Addreſs, being convinced it 
was founded upon an affumption that was not conſonant witle | 
fact, namely, that there was at this time great diſcontent in 
The Duke of Bedford profeſſed an unwillingneſs to diſpute 
what the noble Lord, who had juſt ſpoken, had aſſerted as a 
fact. But he underſtood that the great maſs of the people of 
Ireland were Catholics, and that they were at preſent much 
diſcontented with the treatment they had met with. He 
thought there had been ſome evidence of that when there was 
a neceſſity for an indemnity bill to the proteſtants for what had 
happened there. He confeſſed it would have been to him a 
matter of wonder, but for the aſſurance which the noble Lord 
gave that the Catholics were contented, becauſe it appeared to 
Him a matter of wonder that men ſhould be ſatisfied who were 
proſcribed all benefits of the. State under which they _ ; 
9 5 i wo where 
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Had Government ſhewn any diſpoſition to 
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where they were marked with diſgrace, and put entirely into 
the hands of the Miniſter of the Executive Government. But 
it ſeemed they gave an inſtance of attachment to Government, 
when an enemy was upon their coaſt threatening them with 
invaſion. Was this the proof that was to be given as a realon 
that their complaints ſhould be paſſed by without notice ? 
yard them for this 
generous attachment? Indeed he though ite the contrary. 
He had often witneſſed the conduct of MMiſteßz in the difcut- 


| tion of public affairs; he ſaw how they conWually evaded 


all queſtions, the diſcuſhon of which had any likelihood to 
bear hard upon themſelvess They had often amuſed their 


Lordſhips with very trifling arguments they had brought for- 
ward trifling ſhifts, by way of form ar otherwiſe, to induce 


the Houſe to neglect its duty. Really, to ſpeak plainly, 
their Lordſhips did neglech heir duty, when they took ſuch 
triſles to be objections againft their remonſtrating on the con- 
duct of Miniſters, when it was apparent, as it had often been, 
that ſuch remonſtrance was called for. But, of all the at- 


tempts that he had ever known Miniſters to make to ſereen 


themſelves, the preſent was the weakelt and the molt futile. 


| They had not uſed one argument, they had anly made a few 
aſſertions, and thoſe they pretended to found upon the prinei- 
_ ples of owelifi@aſtitution, It was diſtreſſing tg 1 


affect 


onſtitution, for the merg WING 


them ſc diſgrace, when it was nqfIRE 
their pads were a direct violation RE 


ö 1407 3 4.3588 


le Secretary of State had endeavaulie 
ielt by a ſhield which was in itfelf impenctrable, but 
noble Secretary was not entitled to ule; he meant, ti 4 
name and character of the Sovereign upon the throne, There 
was not one of their Lordſhips more diſpoſed than he was to 
pay all due reverence to that ſacred character: but, although 


he knew he was treading on delicate ground, yet he mult per- 


form his public duty. He would therefore tay, that he knew 


that many of thoſe acts which have the Sorereigu's name to 


lanction them ought to be conſidered the acts of the Miniſters 
who adviſed them; and therefore, in the language of cominon 


ſenſe, they were fairly called the acts of the Miniſters. He 
believed that it was to this ſource we were to trace the diſ- 
tteſſes which we had ſuſtained. To this was owing the lots of 


13 flouriſhing colonies; to this was owing the diſaller of the 
preſent national bankruptcy; and to this was owing thoſe diſ- 
contents in Ireland which it was the object of the motion now 
before their Lordſhips to remove. Their Lordſhips, he was 
VV f..... 


ev eB. — — 
—— 2 Sy 
$ gs eee an ee — . 


——— oem en ren 
4 144 — 


"i 8 2 1 
— . EI OI one 
3 —— Wn — — «+ nn” 
» X 


LE 


= 2 
On cn 


>» 


my 


. — — 2 


0 — - 1 4 ; "IN . - 

— * © ove — 2 => p. r II Get = x 83 

Es ry nd ᷣͤ ane er OO; 5 Fre od : 
-_— hs, 1 4 


428 WOODFALL'S PARLIAMENTARY REPORTS. Hates 
ſorry to fay, had too often liſtened to the trifling ſhifts of Mi- 


Houſe, They mult ceaſe to liſten to thefe ſhifts, if it was 


| people of Ireland? upon which he had no ſcruple to deliver 
well known to 


and to the peq; 
| commendation, it he were not preſent, or needed any . 


acted; and then, he verily believed, diſcontents would 


away on which the noble Du mpted to 
Wa ET ee of repreſenting him a endea- 
by ſelf behind the name an- of the 


niſters when any charge was exhibited againſt them in that 


their intention to ſave this State from ruin. Put it might he 
aſked, what he thought was likelv to reſtore happineſs to the 


his opinion. 


The was a character in that Houſe who was 
j ordſhips, to the people of this country, 
of Ireland, of whom he could fay much in 


gyric ; but no praiſe from him or any other perfon cou Id exalt 
him in the opinion of their Lordſhips, or of the public; of 
whom, however, he ſhould ſay more were he not preſent: he 
would ſay, Reſtore to the people of Ireland that perſon (Lord 
Fitzwilliam) ; give back to the the man whom they have 
tried, and whom they admire ; * the principles on which 
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ceaſe: but if not, perhaps we might fee that country in a much 
more dreadful ſtate than it was at this moment. 
Lord Grenville roſe immediately, and obſerved, that the 
noble Duke might think, upon a comparative eſtimate of ta- 
Jents, his own to be ſufficientiy ſuperior to Miniſters to Oe 
him to digte to them. What he chiefly roſe for, was, to do 


. vo ſuch thing. He paid on Mis Ma- 
Mi Which all the world knew to be due to him. 
ot aſcribed any part of that merit to himſelf, or to 
aminiſtration. He bad only ſaid that, during an/illu(- 
trious reign of thirty-fix years, the intereſt of the people of Ire- 
land had invariably, uniformly, and unceaſingly, been an 
object of the ſolicitous care of the Executive Government of 
this country, and this he ſaid without diſtinguiſhing one Ad- 
miniſtration from another in the whole of that period. Hav- 
ing ſaid this, he thought it proper to obſerve, that their Lord- : 
 thips had no ſpecific remedy propoſed to any of the grievances 35 
alledged to be felt in Ireland, until the noble Duke had ad- 
dreſſed them; and his remedy was, that their Lordſhips ſhould 

_ addreſs his Majeſty to reſtore to Ireland the noble Lord who 
had been there, and had been recalled. Upon that ſubject he 
did not think it became him to ſay any thing more than this: 
that in calling upon their Lordſhips to adopt that remedy, the 
noble Duke propofed to do the very thing which would have a 
iendency to create that which he ſeemet to dread, namely, a 
0 diſturbance 
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recalling the preſent Lord Licutcnant of that Kingdom. He 


his talents, upon a comparative eſtimate, ſuperior to thoſe 
of the noble Secretary of State. In one point the whole 


portant office, He had done no ſuch thing. Had he any 
thing of that kind in view, he knew enough. of the regularity 


was merely to give his own individual opinion as to what 


he hoped he knew how to pay it all becoming reſpect He was 


was in a ſtate of public VanEruptcys: and Ireland NE in a 


the Marquis Townſend. 
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diſturbance in Ireland, for that wonld be the tendency of 


would not beſtow upon that noble Lord any panegyrics, but 
he would ſay, what he believed would meet the approbation 
of the Horſe, which was, that it the talents, the virtue, and 
exertions of that noble Lord, were not ſufficient to preſerve 
the tranquillity of Ireland, without. dif aragement to any 
other perſon, he believed it would &/ ſui of the power of 
any individual to do ſo. ; 


The Duke of Bedford diſc] aimed all 54th of: conſidering 


Houſe would yield the palm to the noble Secretary. He 
meant in the talent of mitrepreſentation. The noble Secre- 
tary had anſwered his obſervations as if he had called on the 
Houſe to addreſs his Majeſty to recall the preſent Lord Lieu- 
tenant of Ireland, and reſtore another-to that high and im- 


of the proceedings of the Houſe to be aware that he ought to 
move that as an amendment to the addreſs. All he had done 


might be done; the propriety or moon 
| ir Lordſhips to judge of. 
Re believed he felt as much 
| ter as thoſe Who were ple 
the Courſe of the debate to oppoſe th br 
aware that he ſhould ſhew his. pee I? 1 
age better by beſtowing panegyrics upon his cM | 
petually, than by paſling it by in filent rev erence” Na. 
ſion called for its being mentioned. When it was mentioned, 


of that opinion 
deck to the 


willing to, allow to his Majeſty all due praiſe, but he would 
add, that notwithſtanding all his good acts, his Miniſters had 
contrived to counteraQ them ſo effectually, that England | 


"ſtate of rebellion. 
Lord Darnley faid a few words in explanation, as did allo 
Lord Moira ſaid he only roſe to ak 2 ew e 
on one or two points that had been infiſted upon in the 
courſe of the preſent debate. A noble Lord had unequivo- 
cally ſtated that the maſs of the people of Ireland were per- 
V contented at this time with the Executive Govern- 


ment. 
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ment. Without queſtioning the accuracy of that noble Lord, * 
1 he mult be permitted to ſay, that that repreſentation of the . 
mals of the people of Ireland, if correct, was very ſtrange. 8 
; It was known that after the Catholics, had been led to 5 
; form ſome hopes of relief, a member of the Houſe of Ts 
: Commons of Ireland, uninvited, and without the leaſt appa- "TI 
} rent neceſſity, ſtarted up in a debate, and pronounced on the 1 
hopes of the Catholſes an abſolute interdiction. Another WE: 
member, in the other Houſe of Parliament, equally without © 
; neceflity, ſtarted up and pronounced one {weeping condem- = 
, nation upon the north of Ireland. Were theſe things to be FP: 
| _ conſidered as reaſons why the maſs of the people of Ireland 1 
[ were perfectly contented? The noble Lord and himſelf dif- "9 
| fered in their repreſentation of the ſtate of IreJand.—He al- = 
ledged that there were very great and very alarming diſcon- 1 
tents there. The noble Lord declared that the maſs of the Z f 
people were perfectly contented. Now as their Lordſhips TI 
could not try the veracity of one noble Lord againſt that of . 
another, the only way they had to decide was by referring to ; 
; facts. Had not their Lordſhips heard from authority which 
g they could not doubt, that whole pariſhes, nay that a whole 
g county, had been declared to be in a ſtate of diſturbance, and 
' ©. out of the king's peace? Was not a whole county, and that 
2 maritim gagſed to invaſion, diſarmed, oy nt of 
; its beig n a ſtate of inſurrection?“ jat a 
1 eee there was no diſſatisfacti re ? 
1 | th at Belfaſt ? Was not a confiderable 
1 employed to make the inſurgents ſurrender 
, $ that a reaſon for apprehending there was no 


oon in Ireland? Had not many perſons been 
charged with High "Treaſon, or accuſed of treaſonable prac- 
_ tices? Was that an inſtance of attachment to the govern- 
ment of Ireland? And when all ranks of men, ſurrounded 
thoſe who were thus accuſed, and proteſted that they were 
innocent, but that they were marked out as victims of the 
_ vengeance of government; was that an inſtance that the 
maſs of the people were perfectly well ſatisfied? When 
there was a general aſſembly in Dublin, within 50 yards of 
the Caſtle, conſiſting of perſons whoſe names were not all 
unknown to their Lordſhips, but whoſe talents and cha- 


| raCters were of the very firſt claſs, and who, after the moſt 
k mature deliberation which could be had on ſuch an oc- 
0 caſion, declared it to be their firm perſuaſion, and re- 
| ſolved, that there was no chance for the eg 4 
l 8 eee [xelang 
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Ireland without an entire and immediate change in the ji 
whole ſyſtem of Executive Government; was that a proof i 
of the general ſatis faction of the maſs of the people of Ire» f 
land? Theſe were the facts, and their Lordſhips were to judge 1 
who was correct in bis repreſentation of the ſtate of Ireland. 5 — 
The numbers on the diviſion were, | #1 
Contents 20 Non-Cantents 7 1 1 

Proxy 1 Proxies 20 1 

Adj j ourned. | bs a 


1187 or THE MINORITY. 


.. . 
=> —„-— * * 


Duke of Norfolk, Lord Rawdon, (Earl aprons | 
| Bedford, Dundas, | f 

| | Devonſhire, | Ponſonby, (Earl Beſkorough) | 
Marquis of Lanſdown, os Say and Sele, 13 
Earl of Derby, -* "Mig, 4 
Suffolk, Holland, bd 
Guildford, Lovel and Holland, (Ew of Fe- 1 
Shaftſbury, : | mont) 5 
Fitzwilliam, | | Grantley, W 
Oxford, | PROXY, 1 
Cholmondeley, Lord Ched worth. . f 

5 11 

A liſt ds who voted for Lord Ox ron p' 14 
2341 mending his YT take immed h i 
Dukes of Norfolk, Earl of Oxford, | f f 
Sed ford. 4 | BuckinghamfhieM . 
Marquis of Lanſdoun, | Guildford, nm 41 
Earls of Derby, 5 Lords hs and Sele, „ 1 0 
Suffolk, . , eee | 5 7 . 1 
Thanet, Holland, | | — 
Shafteſbury, „ Lovel and Holland, (Earl of ot 
Aldemar,  Egmont, i Ice) 
Cholmondely, | | | N | 3 f 

| PROXY. | 4; | | be 

Lord Chedworth, | 1275 | 5 5 | F | 


' HOUSE OF COMMON Ss. 1 

85 Tvesbay, March 8 | 
_ The bill ibs amending the Scotch Quota bill, the Scotch 3 
Bank note bill, and the Militia Pay bill were read a third 1 
time and paſſed, The KH 
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The bill for increaſing the Rate of Subſiſtence to Inn- 
keepers on ,quartering - ſoldiers, paſſed a Committee of the 
whole Houſe, and the report was ordered to be reccivcd 
the next e 


4 * 


HOUSE OF LORDS. 
WepxEsDay, March 22. 


Two bills were brought from the Commons, which w 
read a firſt time; and thoſe on the. table being read in their 
different ages: the Houſe adjourncd till the next day. 


HOUSE OF COMMONS. 
| WrpnesDay, March 22. 


The Committee of the whole Houſe on the vetition fron 
the priſoners in Lancaſter Caſtle, was deferred till the next 
day. 

Colonel Mead, under the fropretiion that idle cute) was 


As dangerous to the country as unneceſſary alarm, and that 


his motion on the defence of the country was as proper now 
as it was when he firſt gave notice of It, fixed it tor Tuet- 


WASTE LANDS. 


BY Fe 8 
wh 6 5 


3 oy” "A Sine aft: Woe i in conſequence of a awhich 
hs by zen ic Wc for a Committee to enquif Mc the 
pf im 8 Ing waſte lands, &. Many gentlemen 

Pllect Toy ſeſſion of Parliament a Committee had 


— _ to inveſtigate the ſubject, and that a bill had 
beearawn up and brought to a conſiderable degree of per- 


fection. He once intended this ſeſſion to move for leave to 


bring in the ſame bill, but two circumſtances had occurred 


to induce him to alter his intention. He found that in the 


courſe of the receſs ſome information had been collected on 


the general principles of bills of Incloſure, and he alfo found 


that it was the opinion of many reſpectable gentlemen that 


the plan ought not to be reſtricted to waſte lands, but that it 


ought to be extended to common helds, paſtures, and all 


arable unproductive grounds, an opinion in which he heartily 
_ concurred. Tt was quite unneceilary for him to dwell upon 
the importance of the ſubject, There was enough of land 
In the kingdom to ſuſtain its inhabitants if it was properly 
improved, but for the want of this improvement we had 


been 
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been under the neceſſity in 1705 and 1796 of importing ons 


million of quarters of wheat, which coſt the nation three 
millions ſterling, and which had been in great part paid for 


in caſh, and this contributed to the preſent alarming ſcarcity 


of ſpecie. He hoped that he would find gentlemen enough 


in the Houſe to bend the whole energy of their minds to this 


important ſubject, and he promiſed them that they would he 
amply repaid by the ſatisfaction they would feel in witneſſing 


the good effects of their labours. He concluded with moving 


« That a Committee be appointed to enquire into the means 
of promoting the cultivation and improvement of waſte 
lands, common fields, meadows, common pxa!lures, and 
other arable lands which are at preſent unproductive.” 


Sir Mum. Pulteney did not riſe to object to the motion, but | 


to make ſome remarks upon the declaration of the worthy 


baronet reſpecting the exportation of coin in exchange for 
the grain imported into this country. He defied the worthy 
baronet to produce one inſtance where a ſingle guinea had 


been ſo exported, becauſe it was notorious that people were 


prevented by the law from ſending the coin of the realm 
abroad, and that all the payments were made in ſilver bars, 


apts would have riſked the forfeiture . 
on; neither did they, faber 
Wn were made during the tim 

Ntry was remitted to the EmpèeFf 
when the courſe of exchange with forè con, 
againſt us. It was the money remitted to the Empert = 
had been the greateſt cauſe of the preſent ſcarcity & 
though that circumſtance had been denied by miniſtersFBu! 
would the people believe that not a guinea had been ſent to 
the Emperor? Certainly not. And he would ſtate to the 
Houſe, upon undeniable authority, that of the 4,600,900]. 
granted by Parliament to the Emperor, 1, 200, oool. had 


been ſent in dollars, and 150,000l. in ducats, bars of gold, 


&c. 700ol. of which were in Louis d'Ors. So that if the 


actual coin of the realm were not remitted, it had either been 


melted down, or ſuch bullion was remitted as might have al- 
leviated our preſent diſtreſſes. The {ubje& would not ſtand 


examination, for if the government had not exported coin to 


2 Emperor, they muſt have exported that which was equi- 
1 , mp N 
Sir Jahn Sinclair believed the declaration of the worthy 
Vol. II. 1797. 3 K e baron 
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death. He 
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baronet reſpeCting the remittances to the E mperor to be 
well-tounded ; and as the preſent ſtate of the coinage of the 
kingdom was one of the moſt important ſubjects for the con 
ſideration of the legiſlature, he withed to 0 have it probed to 
the bottom. 

The Committee was then appointed, with power to ſend 
for perfons,j papers, and records. All to have voices who at- 


tende: g. 


FOREIGNERS IN GREAT-BRITAIN. 


Mr. Keene roſe to make ſome motions concerning the. 
number of forcigners in this kingdom, in which, as they 
were no party queſtions, he hoped every gentleman would 

agree. He thought! it wrong to omit any meaſure conducive _ 


to the preſervation of the country ; ; and fearcd the number 


of prifoncrs might augmeut our diſtreſſes. He underſtood it 
was quite different from what he formerly conjectured; but 
it was obvious that the alarms ariſing from a threatened i in- 
vaſion of this country, and an actual appearance of the enemy 


off the coaſt of the ſiſter kingdom, had been heightened by 
the quantity of this deſcription of men in our ſeaports, and 


the late violent proceedings of ſome of them, whom our 
people had been under the painful neceſſity of putting to 
tho ght it yould be a d e N to tg 3, gg") to 


Sto cxerciſe more ren & Fe. was ne- 
* Fefltood ſome preparations had been making 

Emment, to remove the French priſoners from the 
to the interior, but he thought it would be a relict 


to the country to know their real numbers, and how they. 


were diſpoſed of, and for that purpoſe his firſt motion was 
intended. His other motion related to the emigrants, and 


ſuch perſons as had found an opportunity to obtain a reſi- 


dence in the kingdom, either under the permiſſion or evaſion 
of the Alien Act. He knew many of the emigrants to be 
men of ſtrict integrity and honour, but he ſuſpected ſome 
to be of leſs noble principles; and he feared there were 
others whole honour and fidelity would not be able in a 


time of peril to reſiſt the temptation of betraying us to their 
own nation. He therefore moved, 1ſt © That an humble 
 addref= be preſented to his Majeſty, , that he would be gract- 


ouſly pleaſed to give orders, tnat there be prepared and Jaid 


before the Houle, an account of the number of French pri- 


ſoners 


Tre : 8 
a Ai ͤ . et ITITr 
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ſoners in this kingdom; and an account of the manner in 

which they are diſpoſed of.“ i 
Mr. Burdon ſeconded the motion, not beauſe he ſiſpected 

' miniſters of having neglected their duty, but becauſe ſome 


information ON this ſubject would be fatisfactory to the 
pubiic. 


Mr. Secretary Dundas was ready to admit, that there were 


too many foreign priſoners in the ſeaport towns; and he was 
ready to admit alſo, the difficulty of finding more convenient 


places. It had always been uſual in farmer wars, for the 
ſake of convenience, to lodge the priſoners in or near ſea- 
port towns ; but as this differed in its nature, and the conduct 
of the enemy, from every former war, a change had been 
induced, and meaſures were now effectually token, to ex- 


clude the poſſibility of danger. One place for the removal 
of the priſoners was nearly ready, and the others would ſoon 
be ſo. This would do away the firſt objection of the honour- 


able gentleman, that there were too many priſoners now in 
our ſea-port towns; but as to the very large number of pri- 
ſoners in the kingdom, while the war continued, it was a 
misfortune which they were not likely to get the better of, 


unleſs they curtailed the ardour, ſpirit, and conrage of our 


_ gallant officers and ſeamen. He doubtcd the prudence of 
5 conveying 


an account of the number of WS” nk in the 


theyre mai n i there, N 


>dTpoſal of wem at i. but, S they 
be removed, he had no objection to an 
number, without the diſpoſal. 1 regale 35 
he apprehended they had excited an alarm, wha 
their number was authenticated, would immediate ; 
and ſo far he had no objection to the motion concern! ng 
them. But it would not be poſſible to give a perfectly ac- 
curate information of them, becauſe ſome had left the coun- 
try, and others had removed from place to place. As the 


chief alarm, however, reſted on the idea of the vaſt nur1bers 


reſident in the metropolis, he was happy to acquaint the 
honourable gentleman, that the Executive Government had 
already inſtituted an examination, which was not yet finiſh- 


ed. So far, therefore, as the information could, it ſhould be 


given; and, as far as related to the metropolis, he believed 
the accounts would be found tolerably accurate. 


Mr Keene then withdrew the latter part of the motion re- 
N to the diſpoſal of the priſoners, when the firſt part was 


3 K 2 put 
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1 put and carried, an addreſs ordered, and füch members as are 
4+ of his Majeſty's Privy Council, defired to preſent the fame, 
Þ Mr. Keene then moved, That an humble addrefs be pre- 
4 Tetited to his Majeſty, that he would be graciouſly pleaſed to 
give orders, that there be prepared and laid before the 
Houſe, an account of the number of foreigners arrived in 
this country ſince the firſt of May 1792, and the number 
now remaining therein, diſtinguiſhing the laity and clergy, 
with the number of each.” This motion was s put and car- 
Tied like the former. 
. Mr. Dundas obſerved, that a toſerably accurate account 
could be returned of every foreigner at preſent in the king- 
dom; but previous to the 1ſt of January 1793, there was 
no particular regiſter. 

r. Keene was beginning to reply, when 
if The Speaker begged leave | to reming the Gentlemen, that 
| the motion was Alpoſec of. 


* 


Te a 
* * 


STOPPAGE OF THE BANK. Sp 
The Order of the day being read, for the Houle to refolve 


I! Itſelf into a Committee of the whole Houſe, to conſider a 

Bill for confirming the Order in Council of the 26th of Feb- 

. ruar laſt, &c. and the motion being put, that _ Speaker 

1 do now len the chair; 4 | 

| Mr. Nicholls g pe felt himſelf under the neWMty of ob- 
to the 


to the e er's leaving the chair. If it haGappear- 
At 5 0 thaßſ Bill then before the Houſe had no object 
but to prote& the Bank from thoſe demands which 
K 2 5th of February it was unable to ſatisfy, he ſhould 
 HIVEMMought it his duty to acquieſce in the Speaker's quit- 
- ting the chair. But if this had intended nothing more than 
to protect the Bank from thoſe demands which on the 25th 
of February it was unable to ſatisfy, two regulations only 
would have been ſufficient for that purpoſe. Firſt, The Bank 
ſhould have been reſtrained from iſſuing Bank Bills beyond 
the amount of what were outſtanding on the 25th of Fe- 
bruary; and ſecondly, Tothat amount the Bank ſhould have 
been protected from the demands of the holders of thoſe Bills. 
But the plan of the Bill was widely different from this. By 
the original eſtabliſhment of the Bank they were reſtrained 
from contracting engagements beyond the value of that fund 
which they had advanced to Government; this reſtriction 
was taken off in 1794. There ſtill remained another re- 
friction ariſing from the nature of the Bank tranſactions, 
VIZ 


nation would be unable to diſcharge 0 w 


new, and old debt would both vaniſh together. 
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viz. that if the Bank iſſued more Bills than were wanted for 


the facility of commerce, the holders of thoſe Bills could 


carry them in, and demand caſh. By this Bill this reſtric- 


tion was taken away. If this Bill paſſed in its preſent form, 


would there be any reſtriction on the Bank from iſſuing notes 


to any amount whatever? In this Bill there was no limita— 
tion as to the amount of the Bills which the Bank may iſſue; 


nor was there any limitation of the loans which the Bank 
may make to Government. And, if the Miniſter and Bank 
Directors are unwilling that there ſhould be an open and direct 
loan to Government, it would be very eaſy for the Bank 
Directors to comply with the Miniſter's wiſhes ſecretly and 


covertly. The Miniſter might open a loan, and the Bank 
directors might enable the Miniſter's friends to fill that loan, 


either by advancing money to them on the diſcount of bills, 
or on the ſecurity of the ſcript itfelf. Fe ſaid, he could not 


conſent to ſubſtitute a paper currency in the place of gold 
and ſilver; he could not conſent to convert the Bank into a 
mint for the fabrication of aſſignats, leaving thoſe aſſignats 
at the diſpoſal of the Minifter. They had a recent example 
in France of what the effect of ſuch-a meaſure muſt be. 
The new Bank-paper would foon become depreciated; com- 
modities when purchaſed tor paper would riſe in price; the 


nation, inſtead of ſpending one million a week, would ſpend 


two; atenormous debt would be comtudeted, which the 


„ 


had broke its faith with its new credito 
indifferent about keeping faith wiik its 


| N, 
there were many Gentlemen in this Houſe, whoſe Mn 
and habits of life qualified them to form a better judgment 


on the ſubject than himſelf. He implored them to give it 
their attention; for his part he viewed the Bill as the moſt 
important that had ever been brought into the Houſe. 

Lord Hawkeſbury contended that the honourable Gentle- 


man had given no reaſon againſt going into a Committee. 


The diſcuſſion to which his objection led, was, Whether 
or not the Bank ſhould be reſticted from iſſuing beyond a 
certain quantity of paper? a diſcuſſion which certainly be- 
Jonge ts the Sommee e.. Fo 
The Houſe having reſolved. itſelf into 2 Committee of 
the whole Houſe, and the Bill- being ordered to be read 
Paragraph by paragraph, on the clauſe granting an indemnity 
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report. then was 18 
Hemmit k, for what it might eventually turn out 


= acted rather culpably than meritorioully. 
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Mr. Dent obſerved, that the ſcarcity of caſh which at pre- 
ſent prevailed, was partly real and partly ideal. That 


ſcarcity had been produced by a variety of circumſtances—the 
alarm of invaſion, the melting down of guineas, the ſending 
them abroad, and the immenſe ſpeculations which had been 
occalioned by the extended commerce of the country, 


From the preſent ſtate of affairs bankers in general were re- 


duced to a ſituation of the greateſt difficulty and hazard. It 


was not his wiſh that notes ſhould be made completely a 


legal tender, but only ſo far as the debt of the Bank at pre- 
{ent extends, and in his opinion the Bank ought to be re- 


ſtricted from iſſuing any more notes, except. with the conſent 


of two thirds of the proprietors. 

Mr. Fox faid he meant to vote againſt the preſent clauſe, 
for which he ſhould aſſign his reaſons. He wiſhed the 
Committee to recollect the progreſs of the Bill. 


not that it was proper in the Bank to obey to it, but now 


that it was iſſued, and that it had been obeyed, that. it was 
_ neceſſary to continue and confirm it. 


Another Committee 
was appointed to enquire into the neceſſity for iſſuing the 


Order, and the conſequent propriety of the Bank obeying | 
it; but they h 


"TY LEN 


not yet delivered in their report. Til chis 
eived, he could not give his aſſent to in- 


r not t have done; on the face of it they ſeemed 
e It was 
V be regretted, that ſuch a cloſe and intimate connec- 


| tion Had ſubſiſted between the directors of the Bank and the 
Government of the country ; and all that he had heard in 


the courſe of the laſt two weeks, tended to make him more 


and more jealous of any act by which it might be underſtood 
that the Bank was obliged to obey an order of the Privy 
Council or of the King's Miniſter. He had been told that 


the Bank had iſſued 50,000 guineas for the accommodation 
of private Bankers. The meaſure might be right or wrong; 
he had not the means of judging ; but what he found fault 


with was, the channel through which the accommodation 
was obtained. The bankers inſtead of petitioning the Bank, 
went and petitioned the Chancellor of the Exchequer, who 


interfered with the directors of the Bank, and by his influence 


| procured for them this ſupply. Lad Toy one knew that 


credit 


'The Houle 


of Commons had appointed a Committee to enquire into a 
limited queſtion, Whether it was neceſſary to confirm 
the Order in Council? And their Committee had reported, 


againſt granting indemnity to the Bank 
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credit was of ſuch a delicate nature as to be quite unable to 
bear the ſmalleſt touch of power. W hat then, was it ſup- 
poſed, would be the conſequence of a proceeding, 1n which 
private perſons went to the Minilter, and got him to ule his 
influence to make the Bank extend its credit where it had 
refuſed to extend it, and to ſubſtitute authority in place of 
confidence ? He had heard, from good authortty, that be- 


cauſe the Bank was not libera} enough in its diſcounts, the 
merchants had recourſe to the ſame channel, and that in con- 


ſequence of another authoritative interference theſe diſcounts 


were extended. Could any man believe that public credit 


could ſtand againit ſuch tranſactions? If the Chancellor of 


the Exchequer only adviſed the Bank as a ſimple individual, 
he thought that after all that had happened, the Bank had 


choſen a very bad counſellor; but it he adviſed them in 


quality of King's Miniſter, what would Europe think of 


the credit of that country were orders were given by the 
King to the Bank to accommodate particular perſons. It 


was not only contrary to the principles of a free conſtitution, 


it was alſo inconſtant with the exiſtence of public credit. 


Such an interference in private concerns muſt undoubtedly 
deſtroy its ſtability ; but perhaps he ſhould be told, that 
though individuals were concerned, the effects of the inter- 


ference were public. This might be ſaid of all private con- 


cerns whatever, but ſtill in the affairs of individuals the King 
and his Miniſters were excluded from int fing. 


oranothergeaſoulli 
which was, that if the ſtate of things was What it h 
repreſented, and if the perfons who entered into the Mn 
tions which had been ſv much talked of, were ſincein 

their profeſſions, no indemnity would be neceſſary, If 
theſe allociations were extenſive enough to protect the Bank 
for the future, they might certainly be truſted as amply 
ſuthcient to protect it for the paſt. Feeling, therefore, that 


no indemnity was neceſſary, that they were not in poſſeſſion 


of any grounds upon which, conſiſtently with their duty, 
they could grant indemnity to the Pank, and feeling, as 
he did, the danger of allowing the Kings's Miniſters to 
interfere in its concerns, he ſhould vote againſt the preſent 


laufe. | 


The Chancellor of the Exch:quer ſaid he did not ſee that this 


cClauſe could by any means operate to preclude the judgment 


of any gentlemen hereafter, when the report of the Select 


Committee ſhould be delivered upon the neceſſity of the 


Privy. 
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Privy Council's iſſuing an order for reſtraining the payments 
of the Bank in ſpecie, or the propriety of the Bank acting 


in obedience to that order; ſince this clauſe, in conjunction | 


with the general nature and intention of the Bill, had for its 
object to confirm and continue the minutes of Council b. 

limiting the payments of the Bank in ſpecie. He thought it 
both natural and juſt when the Executive Government iſſued 
the Order of Reſtriction, and the Bank acted in obedience to 
that order, inaſmuch as that order, till authorized by Parlia- 
ment, was not of legal validity to ſave them harmleſs, and 
fanaion them from incurring the penalty which the for- 
feiture of their engagements expoſed them to. The Houſe 
previoully referred the enquiry of the neceſſity of continuing 
and confirming that Order of Council; and that neceſſity had 
been not only ſtated to the Houſe by the report of the Com- 
mittee, and the preſent Bill ordered upon it; but it had been 
admitted alſo by the right honourable gentleman himſelf; 

and it was very natural he ſhould admit it, although he 


might have entertained the worſt opinion poſſible of the ori- 


ginal neceſſity for iſſuing the reſtriction; ſince it had been 
ifſued, he might conceive it to be both politic and wiſe to 
argue the neceſſity, at leaſt for a limited time, of its conti- 


nuance. If the Bank had ſuſpended its payments, therefore, 
when the Executive Government thought it expedient, both 
for the preſeryation of the public credit and the convenience 


of the ſtate to do %, and acted as required by the orders of 
the Privy Counsel, and afterwards on the authority of a 


Eo tee cho en by Parliament - would Parliament then 
em open to the penalties for their obedience, and not 


Mur to ſecure them from the forfeiture? In regard to 


the report of the Select Committee, appointed to enquire 
into the neceſſity of continuing the Order of Council, he did 


not conſider that report to be ſo much confined as the hon. 
gentleman had (tated, for the Committee had expreſſed it to 


be their opinion, that it was not only neceſſary to continue 


that order, but to confirm it alſo. And here he hoped the 
Houſe would do him the juſtice to recolleR, that in a former 
diſcuſſion he had expreſsly ſtated, that he wiſhed to leave 
the queſtion of the original neceſlity open to the moſt impar- 
tial and minute inquiry; being deſirous that the Houſe and 
the country ſhould examine and pronounce how far the Exe- 
cutive Government had been deſerving of applauſe or cenſure, 


of approbation or puniſhment, for the meaſures they had 
talen; but if 1 25 enquiry it ſhould be found that their 


opinion, 
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right honourable gentleman had feemed to infinuate# 
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opinion, recommendation, and proceedings had been right, 
he hoped and truſted that the Houſe and country would not 


then reiuſe indemnity. As to the Bank he conceived it 
' ought not to be haſtily condemned; nor ſhould it be left to 


ſuffer all the penalties it might incur for a too ready compli- 


ance with the orders of government. But the right honour- 
able gentleman had founded his diſapprobation on an alluſion 
to a couple of facts, in which he wilhed to eſtabliſh a 


rule, that it was highly culpable in the Bank, or any other 
ſet of individuals, to act in obedicnce to the opinion or re- 
commendation of government. The fact was true, that the 
bankers, to prevent the ſudden miſchief of refuſing the total 
payment of caih in ſmall ſums and fractions, did with to al- 
f1it their cuſtomers, and accordingly made application for a 
ſupply of cath to a limited amount. As the Bank had pre- 
viouſly conſented to act in obedience to the Order of Coun- 
eil, and faithfully adhered to that opinion, it did not feel it- 


{elf at liberty to render that ſupply of caſh upon the applica- 


tion of the bankers, Without the authority of Council; and 


thus, if it had acted wrong, it acted ſolely on the grounds of 


public honour, public faith, and public intereſt, and not on 
the grounds of private collution or of private convenience. 
It the ſum ifſued was to a larger or a ſmaller amount than 
the nature of the time and caſe would juſtify or require, 


there was one conſolation in the experience, that the preſſuie 


was not ſo great as had been expected. 
to the extent of 50,0co guineas; and it Was 
cording to the direction or controul of government gs 


he ſum iſſued was 


2710 


As a 


ſuch proportion, and according to ſuch a diſtribution 
Committee of Bankers, choſen by the bankers themſelves, 


had preſcribed. in regard to the other circumſtance ſtated 

by the right honourable gentleman, of the enereaſed aſſiſt- 
_ ance given by the Bank to individuals, it was equally true, 
that recently the diſcounts of the Bank had been encreaſed 


by a larger flue of Bank notes, for the accommodation of 
thoſe perſons who preferred that paper on the uſual ſpecies 


of ſecurity ; and it was true alfo, that he had at all times as 
ſtrongly expreſſed as he could poſſibly expreſs an opinion ſo 


decided, that the utmoſt liberality in that fort of accommo- 
dation was adviſeable at this conſuncture, to diminiſh diffi- 


culties, to aſſiſt commerce, to relieve the public credit, and 
_ reſtore their own former tranſactions. This opinion, how- 


ever, he expreſſed as likely to jead gradually to a diminution 
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of the public diſtreſſes, and the reſtoration of public confi- 
dence and credit, and not as any injunction or exerciſe of 
authority. It was merely the recommendation of his opi- 
nion in his individual capacity, which left the Bank, after 
all, perfectly free to act upon the independent exerciſe of its 
own diſcretion, and he was content to appeal to the judg- 
ment of any man who conlidered the fluctuations of trade, 
and the nice equilibria upon which the various branches of 
commerce depend, whether under all the circumſtances of 
the caſe this was not the wiſeſt, moſt ſalutary, and the moſt 
effectual mode of relieving public credit? So far he was 
ready to allow the Bank was under no reſtriction of iſſuing 
its notes to thoſe who choſe to take them, but in doing ſo the 
Bank acted on the independent exerciſe of its own diſere- 
tion, although it might concur with government in the opi- 
nion and propriety of ſuch a meaſure. This, however, did 
not vary the point one way or the other, whether the Bank 
Vas competent to fulfil all its engagements to the amount of 
ſuch an extent of paper currency; nor whether it would be 
_ prudent, ſafe, or proper for the Houſe to indemnify ſuch en- 
gagements. The right honourable gentleman, indeed, had 
brought his argument againſt the indemnification, to bear 
upon the ſuppoſed point of a connexion between the Exe- 
cutive Government and the Bank, as if the extended difſ- 
counts of the latter were abſolutely given in conſequence of 
a command from the other. NNCCV 
There was only one other point, and that was a very im- 
portant one indeed he meant the conſideration of how far 
it it be prudent or neceſſary to extend their protection, 
if TWmould be given to the Bank, to perſons of a different 
deſcription. “ Upon this ſubject (ſaid Mr. Pitt) I do not 
with to ſtate any thing final. As far as relates to individuals, 
che diſpoſition of accepting and receiving Bank paper by aſ- 
ſociations and general conſent, may allay the fears and anxie- 
ties of individuals, and render other meaſures, ſuch as thoſe 
of a legiſlative interference unneceſſary. It is true, of late 
ſome repreſentatious have been made to me of the expediency 
and propriety of ſome ſuch ſort of Jegillative interference 
and protection, but I wiſh to ſuſpend my final judgment, 
and not commit myſelf by any declaration on this ſubject, 
It may be true, that aſſociations and general conſent may be 
ſuſſicient to ſecure protection to individuals for the future, 
and in ſome meaſure indemnity them for the paſt, and yet it 
does not follow that ſuch alloctations are entirely to prevent 


58 
We 
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the reſponſibility of the Bank, becauſe it is one thing to aſſo- 
ciate for the convenience and general intereſt of individuals, 


and another to ſuppoſe that the individuals fo affociating will 


abſtain from drawing cath out of the repoſitory where they 


| know it to be lodged.” 1 | | 

And here then he came back to the original queſtion, to ra- 
tify and confirm the Order of Council, and the obedience of 
the Bank, fo as to fave thoſe harmleſs who were merely 
acting in obedience to the Government, and in conſequence 


of the report of the Committee, and he trutted that both the 
right honourable Gentleman and the Houſe would not feel 
themſelves to have acted conſiſtently, if they did not agree to 
give that ſort of protection which they had in ſome meature 
pledged themſelves to do, when the Bill was ordered by the 
Houle to ratify and confirm the reſtrictions of payment in ſpe— 


cie, reſerving to themſelves at the fame time the propriety of 


judging of the conduct of thoſe with whom the reſtriction ori- 
ginated. ©; -: 55 DR Ne Eg is 
Mr. Fox, in reply, ſtated that the queſtion was not, whe- 


* 


ther the Bank ought to be indemnitied for obeying Parliament; 
but, whether it ought to be indemnitied for obeying the Order 
in Council? the neceflity of iſſuing which yet remained to be 


ſhewn. Perhaps it was highly culpabie in the Bank to obey 
the Order; and yet, in conſequence of that obedience, it 
might have become neceſſary to coritinue the Order, which 
was all that the Committee had reported: but if there was no 
ground upon which they could judge whether the Bank had 


acted properly or improperly, there was ſurely no ground up- 


on which they ought to grant palt indemnification. Theho- 
nourable Gentleman contended, that the affociation Might 
give currency to paper; but that they could not prevent de- 
mands being made upon the Bank for calh, Admitting the 


argument im its full force, and to its full extent, it could apply | 
only to future, and not to retroſpective indemnification, and 
therefore was wholly inapplicable to the preſent clauſe. With _ 
reſpect to the other part of his ſpeech, he reminded the hon. 


Gentleman, that he did not blame the meaſure of the Bank 
iſſuing 50,000 guineas for the accommodation of private ban- 


kers, he only cenſured the channel by which this accommo- 
dation was obtained. On the ſubject of his uſing his influ- 


ence with the Bank, to induce them to enlarge their diſcounts, 


the honourable Gentleman pleaded, that he only expreſſed his 


opinion as an individual; he hoped, then, that in future, in 


all the communications which he may have with the Bank, 


the Directors would always conſider him in this point of view. 


3L 2 Mr. 
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Mr. Fox remarked, however, that theſe changes of character 


were not always diſtinctly underſtood, and that he had much 


rather that any other man ſhould adviſe the Bank than the 
Chancellor of the Exchequer. The honourable Gentleman 


Conte ed th; at the B. nk enlarging. its diſcounts was the | beſt 


mode of extricating it jrom its preſent difficulties. He thould 
not enter at yrelent upon this ddcuſſich, but thould content 
10 114 (elf with declaring, that he was oi a quite contrary opinion, 
and that the farther its paper currency ext. nded, the more its 
e would increaſe. But even luppe ſing, that, con- 
trary to the uſual mode 8 procceding. the diſcounts of the 
Bank were to be enlarged in an inverte proportion to its ſpecle, 
it by no means follows that the Miniſter fuld be the go— 
between the merchant and the Bank; for when the Chancel- 
lor of the Excheques gave advice to the Bank, his wiſdom 
would be leſs conſidered than his power. And if this obſer va- 
tion was good in every inſtance, it was particularly ſo in the 
preſent; atter the Miniſter had thewn the Bank that, when- 
ever he thought proper, he could, by an Order in Council, 
ſeize upon their caſh. He baren in future, therefore, that 
when the Bank granted accommodation hereafter to the mer- 


chants, it would be through a different channel than the Mi- 


niſter. 

Sir F. Baring faid, that wy thought the Peet meaſure not 
ſufficiently explicit, nor that it went far enough. It was 
extremely hard that the Bank ſhould be protected from the 
conſequences of refuſing payment to their creditors, while in- 

dividuals in a ſimilar fitvation were deprived of this benefit. 
The conſequences of the meaſures which had taken place were 
1 het fully underſtood. Aſſociations might tend to prevent 


the miſchiefs which might ariſe at home from the ſtate to 


which the Bank was reduced, but the evil which might be 
felt in communications with foreign ſtates was very ſerious. 
He was afraid that foreign merchants would draw upon this 
country bills payable only in gold and ſilver, and the Bank 


continuing to iſſue notes, and individuals ſtruggling to procure 


 ſpecie to anſwer ſuch bills, the conſequence would be a depre- 


_ ciation of Bank paper. A ſimilar effect had been produced in 
Spain, and_it was an object of the firſt importance to guard | 


againſt it in this country. 


Mr. AV. Smith ſaid, that he had; not been in the Houſe when 
his honourable friend (Mr. Fox) ſtated his objections to this 


clauſe, and did not know whether the obſervations he had to 
otter had been already ſtated in the manner in which he felt 
them to apply. The reaſons for which he thould oppoſe this 


clauſe 
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clauſe were, that the Bank might have been culpable in the 
courſe of their trantactions with Government, and their con- 
duct might have beer: ſuch as not to entitle them to an in- 
demnity for refuſing the jaſt claims of their creditors. This 


: Was 2 point which had not been aſcertained, and till it was aſ- 
certained, it was impoſſible to judge of the propriety of an in- 
demnity. With regard to the interference of the Miniſter as 


to the conduct of the Bank with regard to their diſcounts, he 
could: not cci:cive ſo monſtrous an idea to be entertained as 
tht we Minitter ſhould interfere in any other than his private 
canacity, The Committee, however, did not at preſent know 
Whether that interference had taken place in conſequence of 
the application of the Bank, or of individual merchants. If 


it was through the laſt, he doubted whether ſuch an applica- 


tion was very proper. He was ſurpriſed that the Chancellor 
of the Exchequer was fo anxious to acquit himſelf of any fut- 
picion of having given his advice in an authoritative manner. 


For the truth of what he aflerted he gave him full credit, as he 
could not conceive that ſuch an extravagant and criminal pre- 


tenſion could enter into his head, or influence his conduct. 

Mr. Manning ſaid it was richt that the Houſe ſhould fairly 
underſtand the principles on which the Bank had acted with 
regard to the liberality with which their diſcounts were ma- 


nazed. The Bank had come to the determination of extend- 
ing their diſcounts, from their conviction that ſuch a meaſure 
would he productive of advantage; nor had their judgment 


been at all influenced by Government. It was after conſider- 
ing the repreſentations of commercial men that the Directors 
had exerciſed their independent diſcretion, and adopted the line 


of conduct which they purſued. It was of the greater import- | 


ance to explain this diſtinctly, as he conceived the purity and 


complete independence of the Bank were of the higheſt im- 


portance to the State, to themſelves, and even to the Admi- 


niſtration of the country. He believed no commercial man 


could doubt the propriety of the conduct which the Bank had 
laſt week obſerved. He concluded with expreſſing a confident 
hope that the Bank would be completely reſtored, and that it 
would very ſoon go on as before. 


Mr. S. Thornton confirmed what had been ſaid by the laſt 


ſpeaker, that the meaſures which the Bank deemed it proper 
to take, in regard to diſcounts, had orginated ſolely in them 


ſelves. 
Mr. Elford faid a fone words in favour of the clauſe. 


Mr. Fox ſaid, he was happy to hear-from the authority of 
the two honourable Gentlemen (Mr. Manning and Mr. 


Thornton) , 


1 


3 


Obtained. e 55 LY 
The Solicitor General ſaid, that gentlemen ſeemed to miſtake 
entirely the point before the Committee. The queſtion mere- 
ly was, whether they would act upon the report of the Secret 
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Thornton), who were Bank Directors, that the Bank had 
acted entirely upon their own diſcretion, What he had ſtated 


was upon general rumour, and upon the natural concluſion of 
certain proceedings, from which the interference of Miniſters 


was preſumed. He hoped the declaration of theſe honourable 


Gentlemen would have the good effect to convince individuals 


that, with regard to the conduct purſued by the Bank, it was 


mere loſs of time to apply to Miniſters, and that, as the Bank 
were the beſt, they were the real managers of their own con- 


Mr. Pollen ſaid, it was right to know, before they paſſed an 
indemnity for the Bank, whether they had aCted in ſuch a 
manner as to deſerve it. In the preſent fituation of things 
there was nothing on which to found an opinion either of their 
guilt or innocence. As well might Miniſters themſelves come 
forward, and aſk a bill of indemnity for adviſing the Order in 
Council, while the propriety of that ſtep was in courſe of diſ- 


cuſſion. He was willing that the Bank ſhould be held harm- 


leſs till it was known, from enquiry, whether or not they had 
deſerved it; but he could not think of conſenting to an un- 


qualified indemnity before full information on the ſubject was 


ommittee, in giving that confirmation to the act of Council 


| which was recommended in the report? The previous con- 
duct of the Bank would ſtill be left open for future diſcuſſion, 


The objections which had been urged ſeemed rather objections 
to the principle altogether, than to the particular clauſe. 


Mr. Baſlard ſaid, that it was with very great diffidence that 


he roſe to give his opinion; but upon a ſubjeCt of ſuch enor- 


mous magnitude, which he viewed in a light which perhaps 


occured to no other gentleman, he thought it neceſſary to ex- 


plain the vote he ſhould give. In a matter of ſuch vaſt im- 
portance he could give faith and credit to no man living. He 


required poſitive proof to juſtify every ſtep which was taken. 


All that was at preſent known was contained in the ſtatement 
of the Chancellor of the Exchequer, on which the Order of 
Council was founded. So far then he went along with it, but 
there was nothing there to authoriſe them to go the length of 
. refuſing to pay the public creditor in ſpecie. He was not rea- 


dy to ſay, from any circumſtances of which they were in poſ- 
ſeſſion, that they ſhould ſanction the Exchequer in refuſing to 
pay the public creditor in money, becauſe they were — 
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the Bank to with-hold the payment of their notes to their in- 
dividual creditors. He ſhould therefore vote againſt the whole 


of the clauſe, except in ſo far as it was confined to that parti- 
cular object. The real cauſe of the ſituation which rendered 
that neceſſary was the alarm which men had conceived when 


they ſaw the ſafety of this country left to the winds and waves; 


when they ſaw the poſſibility of a French fleet inſulting out 
ſhores with impunity ; and when they ſaw that the Houle re- 
fuſed to enquire into the circumſtances by which this extraor- 


dinary event had happened; they ſaw the embarraſſments 
which prevailed at the Treaſury, and they were alarmed at 
the ſituation of public affairs. Rumours had prevailed that 
ſtill farther demands would be made for the public ſervice be- 
yond what had already been granted as ſufficient for every ex- 
pence, and the conſideration of theſe circumſtances had pro- 
_ duced the run upon the Bank. Parliament had been at no 
pains to clear up theſe rumours, and to ſhew that they were 
unfounded, to prove that effectual meaſures" ſhould be taken 

to guard our coaſts in future. Such conduct, however, was 
not calculared to alleviate the diſtreſs of the preſent eventful 
criſis, If Parliament wiſhed to obtain confidence, they ought 
to give a pledge that they acted a diſintereſted part; they ought 
io cut off all motives of action but thoſe of the public welfare; 
and, if they could not make men honeſt from principle, they 
ought to make men upright from neceſſity. The alarm which 
the public felt was, that Parliament would not act upon theſe 
principles. This was the alarm from which real danger was 
to be apprehended. It was not the attempts of the enemy 

which we had to dread, for never did the ſpirits of Engliſnmen 
beat higher; but they were alarmed at that Houſe ; they were 


afraid that its conduct would not be dictated by its duty. Sa- 
crifices muſt be made in the preſent ſtare of public affairs; ſuch 


Hacrifices as no man could ever have conceived would have been 


neceſſary. But, could the people be called upon to make 
them; could they be expected to comply with the demand, 
unleſs they had confidence that what they had granted would 


be applied to the purpoſes for which it was intended, and that 
economy would be extended to every department of public ſer- 
vice. Inſtructions had gone to the Committees which had 


been appointed, to enquire what retrenchments could be made, 


and he underſtood that theſe Committees were doing their duty 


fairly. But as it muſt be long before they could be ready to 


preſent their reports, he conjured the Houſe, in the mean 


time, to give the public a pledge that they would deſerve its 


- 


upon 


confidence. With regard to the indemnity they were called 
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upon to paſs, he did not know to what it was to apply. 


Was it for complying with the act of Council, or for havin 

obeyed it? for the Bank had dove both. They ought either 
to have acted upon that oraer or totally have refulcd it. 
He had no doubt in his own mind of the culpability ot the 
Bank Directors, and wiſhed an enquiry into their conduct. 
Parliament ought to cut off entirely that connection which 
had been fatally eſtabliſhed between Government and the 

Bank, from which a great part of our preſent calamity aroſe. 
It would not do to patch and patch the garment till it fell 
to pieces. They muſt take vigorous and effectual mea- 
ſures. They muſt try to pay off what was due by Govern- 


ment to the Bank: and after the people were called upon 


to contribute for that purpoſe, they ought to diſſolve the 


connection which had been found fo prejudicial. Parlia- 


zent ſhould be reſtored to its privilege of excluſively beſtow- 


ing grants of public money, and all Miniſters, be they who 


they may, ſhould be deprived of the power of railing ſup— 
plies without its conſent. The merchants of London had 


applicd to the Miniſter to uſe his intereſt with the Bank to 


procure that accommodation which they were denied. To 


this ſtate of degradation were thoſe reduced who formerly 


were ſo powerful and ſo cultivated. © How were the mighty 


fallen!” might now be ſaid of them. Let the merchants 
of London, however, apply themſelves to their commerce, 
and not attempt to ſupport themſelves on the power or au- 
_ thority of Miniſters. If they really felt the neceſſity of 
ſuch an application, they ought to have come to Parliament 


with a ſtatement of their complaint. It was not a point for 
Miniſters to interfere in; it came within the privileges 
of Parliament, which he could not allow to be paſſed over 
with neglect. 
Lord George Cavendiſh ſaid, that he was not yet prepared 
toglve any opinion with regard to the conduct of the Bank, 
but certainly at preſent it appeared in no very favourable 


light. He thought, however, that the Houſe ought to part 


with as little controul as poſſible. He ſhould therefore op- 
poſe the clauſe. 


Mr. Secretary Dundas ſaid the 8 els the Com- 


| mittee ſeemed to be entirely miſapprehended. Did Gentle- 


men mean that the indemnity was only to commence with 
the act? did they conſider the extraordinary ſituation in 


which the Bank would be placed? The Order of Council 


was communicated to the Bank late on Sunday night, or 
- Ns frog early 
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early on Monday morning, and a few hours afterwards 
the meſſage was received from his Majeſty, communicating 
the event The Committee then could not mean to 


ſubject the Bank, acting- upon this Order only a few 


hours before it came before the Houſe, to all the incon- 


veniences which would ariſe from the intermediate delay of 


three weeks. There was no inſtance, where indemnity was 
given, in which it did not draw back to the act which made it 
neceſſary. He conceived, therefore, that here likewiſe the 
Indemnity would 80 back to the very act on which it was 


founded. 


Mr. Whitbread Gaid, than he thought he U the | 


clauſe. It was of no importance whether it was five minutes 


or five months between the period of the communication to 


Parliament, and the obedience which the Bank gave to the 


Order of Council, for in that intervening [pace the important 


ſtep was taken. As the propricty or impropriety of this 
ſtep, therefore, was to be the ſubject of conſideration, and 


as there was nothing on which to form a Judgment, he could | 


not agree to the clauſe of Indemnity. 


Mr. Dundas then aſked, when it was meant that 105 8 
demnity ſhould begin * To which Mr. Whitbread anſwered, | 


not till the act took place.“ 
Mr. Sheridan ſaid, that the been gentleman had all- 
ed if ever there had been an act of Indemnity that did not go 


back to the firſt ſtep on which it was founded, and it was 


true that ſuch was the mode when the Houſe approved the 
meaſure ; but the propriety of the indemnity to the Bank 
was not yet aſcertained. Lo give an indemnity without 
examination was to eſtabliſh the principle that the Bank 


Was always right to obey an Order of Council, and were 
always to have an act of Indemnity. Whether an indemnity 
was to be given to all bankers was a difficult gueſtion. No 


aſſociation could ſecure merchants and bankers againſt de- 


mands in ſpecie from abroad. It was a degrading ſituation 
to which they were reduced: left to the mercy of thoſe 


who were miſchievous enough to preſs for payments in 
cCaſh, while they had no means of making the payment. With 


regard to the liberality of the Bank in diſcounts, he knew 
that thoſe who held the propriety of the Bank limiting its 
diſcounts, were repreſented as men who wiſhed to cripple 


commerce by withholding thoſe accommodations which 


were neceſſary to its ſupport. So far, however, was he.” 


from wiſhing to deprive comerce of any means of ſupport | 


Vox. IL . e v "lt and 
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and encouragement; that he thought the Bank inſtituted 
for commercial purpoſes, and wiſhed to ſee that connection 
between Government and the Bank diſſolved, by which it 
had been prevented from fulfilling its proper purpoſes. He 
wiſhed this divorce to take place, that commerce might re- 
ceive that ſhare to which it was entitled, and that the Bank 
might ſafely exerciſe that liberality of diſcount which was 
required. If there were two cuſtomers, one of which had 


obtained accommodation to the amount of ten millions, and 


the other three, how was it poſſible that the commercial ad- 


voantages to be expected could be derived from the Bank? 


Public meetings had been held, at which a reſpectable 


member of the Houſe {Alderman Luſhington) had preſided, 
at which it had been reſolved to apply to the Chancellor 


of the Exchequer to interpoſe his authority with the Bank, 


From this it appeared that the Bank had been thought 


to be niggardly, and the ſucceſs which theſe gentlemen had 
ſo ſoon experienced from their application had naturally been 
imputed to the authority of the Miniſter, He was glad to 
hear, however, what had been ſaid by the two Directors 


of the Bank. Till the co-operation, not to fay colluſion, 
Which had been manifeſted by the Bank in all the tranſ- 
auctions of government was aboliſhed, the credit of the Bank 
could never be reſtored. He was deſirous to know if the 


arguments uſed by the Chancellor of the Exchequer were 
coupled with a promiſe to pay what was due by govern- 


ment? If not, the Bank by continuing to ifſue paper without 


limits, would ſoon be reduced to a ſtate of abſolute inſol- 
vency. Thoſe who had acceſs to any of the Bank DireQors, 
well knew, and a noble friend of his (Lord Lauderdale), a 


perſon not apt to take up a fact upon flight grounds, had 
| tated in his work upon the finances of the country, that ever 


ſince Spring, 1796, remonſtrances had been made to Miniſters 
againlt ſending fo much money out of the country, and ſtating 
that the ruin of the Bank would be the inevitable conſequence. 
He hoped this was true, for it would afford ſome proſpeR that 
by better management their affairs might be retrieved. He 
did not think that there was any cauſe for haſte in the preſent 


meaſure. Notwithſtanding the intimation of the Chancellor 


of the Exchequer when this buſineſs was firſt opened, that it 
was neceſſary to follow up the Order of Council by a legiſla- 
tive meaſure without delay, a month had nearly elapſed with- 
out any thing being done; and if a judgment could be formed 
from the time it had been in preparation, there would be 1 5 
| | „ 8 | en 
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to the Bill ſhould it be carried into effect. He would re- 
peat; therefote, what he had ſaid before, that it would be 
better to ſuſpend the proceeding altogether than to hazard 


the evils which its enactment, without the proſpect of a 
limitation, would produce. +. 5 

Mr. Alderman Liſbington ſaid, he imagined that two re- 
ſpectable Bank Directors had already ſufficiently explained 


how far the interference of the Miniſter had been exerciſed 
between the Bank and the merchants. With reſpect to 


the circumitance mentioned by the honourable Gentleman 


in which he had been principally concerned, he would ſtate 
to the Houſe the tranſaction as it happened. I he merchants 
of London were conſiderably alarmed at the great want of 


ſpecie in the country; in conſequence of which, he called a 
meeting of them together for the purpoſe of adopting ſome 
meaſure which might tend to remedy the evils complained 
of. The reſult of their firſt conference was, that of waitin 


on the Chancellor of the Exchequer, who heard their ſtate - 
ments with great attention ; to their requeſt, that he would. 


uſe his endeavours with the Bank to procure a ſupply of 


ſpecie, the honourable Gentleman anſwered, that he had no. 


power whatever to act in ſuch a buſineſs ; but at the ſame 
time admitted, that the increaſe of commerce required a 


more increaſed circulation of caſh. Upon this, finding that 
no relief could be obtained, he at another meeting with the 
Directors of the Bank produced to them an irreſiſtible docu- 


ment, which proved beyond a doubt the abſolute neceſſity 
of enlarging their diſcounts, and of accommodating the mer- 


cantile intereſt in a more extenſive way. The document 


to which he referred was, nothing but a ſtatement of the vaſt 


increaſe which the commerce of the country had experi- 
_ enced. Tt plainly ſhewed that the exports of the nation had 


augmented ſince the year 1790 to 96, in no leſs a ſum than 
16 millions, and that the exports alone, during that period, 
had increaſed from ſeventeen and eighteen millions, to near 


thirty. It was with particular ſatisfaction he had to ſtate that 
an accommodation had been afforded by the Bank Directors 
to the merchants. Every perſon experienced the inconve- 
nience ariſing from the quantity of circulating medium 
bearing no proportion to the commerce of the country; and 
it was ablolutely neceſſary that ſome principle ſhould be 


deviſed to remedy that evil. | . 
Sir Francis Baring ſaid, that an improving commerce re- 


3 M2 reſourees, 


— 


guixed no aid but what it derived from, its own energy and 
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reſources, and that the difficulties under which it laboured, 


was the reſult of the political circumſtances of the country, 


and not of the want of a circulating medium, which com- 


merce was always able of itſelf to ſupply. 


Mr. Alderman Lyfhington ſaid, that the political circum- 


' ſtances of the country certainly contributed to the preſſure 


and encreaſed the necelity of the accommodation, becauſe - 
that which ſhould go to the ſupport of commerce is diverted 
to other purpoles. The war, therefore, and the events con- 


nected with it, produced the difficultics which it required 


the aid of the encreaſed l of accommodation to ale 


leviate. 


Mr. Sheridan left it to the worthy Magiſtrate to reconcile 
his poſition, that a proſperous commerce required additional 


aid, with the admiſſion, that the political circumſtances of 


the country had ſo crippled commerce, as to demand a more 
extenſive ſcale of accommodation. 

Sir Benjamin Hammet faid a few DR, as did likewifs 
Mr. Brandling and Mr. Grey, and Mr. Sheridan | in explana- 


| tion. 


Colonel 2 withal that the bobine ſhould be con- 


tinued only till the report, which would explain how far the 


conduct of the Bank had been proper. | 

Mr. Dundas again contended that the queſtion merely was, 
when the indemnity ſhould begin. | 

The Attorney General defended the Commitize of which | 
he was a member, in not embracing a larger field of enquiry, 
and making a more full report. He ſaid that the indemnity 
was merely to protect the Bank againſt the legal conſequen- 
ces of having obeyed the act of Council. He e 
with ſolemnly declaring it as his opinion, that if the Houſe 


nl its duty the country was ſafe; but if political attachments 


led to concealment of the ſeriouſneſs of our ſituation on the 
one hand. or to the exaggeration of it on the other, no man 
could calculate the evils it would produce. | 

The queſtion was then called for, and the clauſe carried 
without a diviſion. _ 

The ſecond clauſe being read, 

Mr. Vox ſaid, that he intended to move for an n exception 
to this clauſe with regard to dividend warrants. That the 
clauſe was meant to comprehend theſe could not be doubted, _ 
but if ſo, it ſhould be more clearly and ſpecifically expreſſ- 


ed. As they were not conſidering at preſent the propriety 


of creating ſome new circulating medium, but deliherating 
: vyon 
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upon a meaſure by which the public faith was broken with 
the public creditor, by :efuſing to pay him in caſh, he now 
gave notice that he thould move as an amendment to this 
clauſe, “ that the Bank ſhould be prohibited from making 
any advances to Government by which the exiſting debt 
| ſhould be encreaſed during the continuance of the preſent 
act.“ 1 | ELD | „„ 9 
The Chancellor 7 thee Exchequer ſaid, he ſhould object to Mt 
the introduction of any ſuch clauſe. If the neceſſity of 
adopting the preſent meaſure aroſe from the preſent ſcarcity 
of caſh in the Bank. that circumſtance, was incompatible 
with tendering payment of the public dividends in cath. Mr. 
Pitt remarked that the preciſe ſtipulation with the public 
_ creditor was to pay the public dividends at the Bank. The 
ſums iſſued from the Exchequer to the Bank, and the pay- 
ment of ſums due to government were ufually paid in Bank 1 
notes. The neceſſity of the preſent meaſure muſt neceſſarily 1 
operate to direct the payments of dividends in Bank notes. 71 
nor was it reaſonable, during the preſent temporary and "Pl 
national embarraſſment, that the receivers of dividends . 
ſhould be the only perſons not to ſhare in the conſequences, i 
which the preſſure of the moment unavoidably occaſioned. RY 
Mr. Fox ſaid, that the, doctrine held by the right honour- 15 
able gentleman was very alarming, as it opened a way to ws 
the moſt dangerous fraud upon the public creditor. Was it Ki 
the ſame thing to be paid in Bank notes, convertible into 
caſh, and notes which could not be fo converted? The words, ql 
« | promiſe to pay,” ſtill remained in the notes, but they ji 
bore no other reſemblance to the Bank notes which the pub- Bk 
lic creditor had received in payment. It was a promiſe ; 
which now no longer could be fulfilled. Formerly the 
Bank had that proportion of caſh to their notes, which there 
was a reaſonable proſpect of being demanded : to iſſue paper 
without preſerving this proportion, had in former times been | 
deemed traudulem. That proportion was no longer main 
tained. Neceflity had compelled the government to defraud it 
1 
g 
| 
| 
| 


the public creditor, by offering him that which the law 
never had in contemplation when it ſecured him 5 per cent. 
for his money. This was the fulfillment of the event pre- 
dicted by Mr. Hume: When government was to lay its 


hands on the ſums provided for the payment of the public + 
creditor, the government, not the Bank, is the debtor, and — 
the refuſal of payment is the act, not of the Bank, but of the bl 
nat e,, ne 
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Sir Vn. Pulteney ſaid, that what had happened to the pub- 
lic creditor, in his not having the payment of his debt in 
ſpecie, was undoubtedly a fraud upon. him ; it was certain] 

2 fraud not to pay a man in gold and ſilver, when gold and. 
ſilver were due to him. But although he ſaid this, yet he 
was ready to admit that in a great con ery like this, fraud 
itſelf was a thing to be ſubmitted to, i was impoſſible for 
the ſtate to avoid it; or in other words, neceſſ ity if it was an 
abſolute one, was an anſwer for any thing that could happen. 
But the queſtion now was, what was prudent to be done ? 
Suppoſe the reſtriction upon the Bank was only to continue 
for a month, he believed that many people would be diſcon- 
tented; but he did not believe that the evil would be great, 
for that the maſs of the people would not object to it. The 
objection he had to the bill now before the Committee was to 
him a deciſive one; the Bank ſhould be allowed to pay one 
day or other in ſpecie, but by this bill it did not appear at 
preſent that they were ever to do ſo ; ſhould the day to which 
the operation of the bill was to contintie, be at a moderate 
diſtance, the panic and the terror which created the run 
upon the Bank would ſoon ceaſe, and every thing would go 
on as uſual. What bullion and ſpecie there was in the Bank 
now, ought to be ſecured there for awhile, but not for ever; 
nobody imagined that the Bank was to be ſhut for ever as to 
the iſſuing of ſpecie for paper, and that was the reaſon Why 
the paper was now ſo current; and therefore to continue that 
currency a ſhort time ſhould be inſerted in the bill, after 
which the Bank ſhould be allowed to pay in ſpecie, The 
great thing to be conſidered in this bulineſs, was, in his opi- 
nion, the limitation of time, during which the Bank was tq 
be reſtrained from paying in money; but at preſent there was 
no time fixed, and all that appeared to refer to that ſubject, 
was a clauſe at the end of the bill which gave power to Par- 
liament to alter or amend it in the courſe of the preſent ſeſ- 
ſion. That appeared to him to be much too indefinite, there 
fhould be a period fixed, at which the reſtriction ceaſed, and 
when the ſolidity of the Bank ſhould be made to operate in 
favour of the public creditor. If, after that time it ſhould 
appear that the Bank could not go on, let them give up like 
other companies who were unable to pay the demands upon 
them. It appeared to him to be better that a time ſhould be 
fixed, at which the Bank ſhould pay in money, even if it 
ſhould be a long one, than that it ſhould be indefinite, for ſo 
it would be, if there was only : a Clauſe i in the bill to em- 
power 
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power Parliament to alter as occaſion ſhould require. That 
was much too vague a thing to ſatisfy the holders of Bank 


paper. The Miniſter deceived himſelf ſadly if he thought 


he could, in this way, be able to ſupport the credit of any 
paper long. Paper that could not at any ſpecifie time be 
converted into gold, would ſoon depreciate. It was not to 


this country only that we were to look for the effect which 
this meaſure would have. We ſhould turn our eyes to Ham- 
burgh, and to other places, and ſee what effect this was to 
have en the price of foreign articles, on which ſo much of 
our trade and commerce depended. Did any man in his 
ſenſes imagine, that if this ſtoppage of payment in ſpecie 

was to be of long duration, that the merchant would not ad- 

vance the price of his foreign articles? This appeared to him 


to be a great evil; and he had no idea of aſſenting to any bill 
of this kind, unleſs the duration was fixed, and that to be a 
ſhort one. $ | t | 


Ihe Attorney General thought that, as to the duration of 
the bill being too long, he conceived that its being left to the 
wiſdom of Parliament to alter the bill at any time in this 
ſeſſion, was an anſwer to tne objections of the honourable _ 
baronet. He conceived the ſubje& to be ſuch, that Parlia- 
ment could not at this moment prudently fix the duration of 
the reſtriction upon the Bank. Beſides, the Houſe might by _ 
limiting the time now, place themſelves in a very diſtreſſing 


ſituation, for if it ſhould happen, after the Houſe had limited 


the time, that the commercial, or if he might be allowed to 


uſe the phraſe, “the monied world,” ſhould be reſtored to its 


former ſtate before that time expired, the Houſe would 
find that it had no power to put an end to the reſtriction be- 


fore the time limited by the bill, although the cauſe of it had 


ceaſed. | To $$. 
Having made theſe few obſervations on the ſentiments of 
the honourable baronet, he ſaid, he would proceed te make a 


few on thoſe of the right honourable gentleman (Mr. Fox.) 


He apprehended that the creditors of the Bank, he meant the 
proprietors of ſtock and the claimants of dividends upon 
ſtock, ſhould not, in caſe of public exigency, call for pay- 
ment in ſpecie, any more than any other creditors upon a 
private banker. He ſhould apply his obſervations to the 


facts of the preſent caſe, and give his opinion upon the law 


of this country, as it appeared to him to apply to it. Any 

man having a claim upon another, might demand payment 

of that claim' in money. Generally ſpeaking, however, 
| | | - Creditors © 
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ditors of ſuch a banker ſay? If they were not cruel, obdu- 
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creditors had been ſatisfied with the payment of their de- 
mands in Bank bills ; for it was well-known that, from the 


_ extenſion of commerce in this country, it was impoſſible 


that all debts could be paid in ſpecie. In the caſe of a pri- 


vate banker, perſons who were his cuſtomers depoſited money 
with him for the convenience of their own concerns ; they 


did fo certainly on the faith that he would always have a due 


proportion of caſh in his poſſeſſion to anſwer any drafts from 


day to day they ſhould draw upon him, but he knew very 


well that, if all his creditors were to come upon him at once, 


that he could not have caſh in poſſeſſion ſufficient to anſwer 


them all, for they all muſt know that the profits of his 


buſineſs muſt conſiſt in laying out at intereſt and in advan- 
tageous commerce a great portion of their property.depoſited 
in his hands, in which conſiſted the profit of the banker. If 
gentlemen did not apply this obſervation to the caſe which 


was before them, he would venture to ſay they had not 


duly conſidered the ſubject that was now in diſcuſſion; and 


af they proceeded without due conſideration of this fact, they 
might hereafter have great reaſon to lament that they had not 


ſo conſidered it. He felt principles of attachment, by which 
he would abide as long as he lived; but he would never ſacri- 
fice the intereſt of this country to his private attachments. 


Ne allowed it might be difficult to diſtinguiſh, in ſome caſes, 
between attachment and public duty, but it was not difficult 


for any honeſt man to ſacrifice his private intereſt to his public 


duty — That was his feeling upon the preſent buſineſs. Hav- 
ing ſaid this, he would aſk, whether it was not a monſtrous 


propoſition to lay down, that if a private banker could not 
anſwer at any one time the demands of his creditors, ſhould 


they all come upon him, that yet the Bank ſhould be ex- 


pected to do ſo? When gentlemen talked of the legal pay- 


ment of debts, they did not perhaps conſider the extent to 


which that might be carried. If a man owed him money, 


and offered him guineas in payment, he did not know that 
he made good the ſtrict legal obligation he was under; but if 
a banker was called upon by all his cuſtomers to make good 
at once in ſpecie, the whole of their demands; what was he 
to do? He certainly could not ſatisfy them. He would ſay, 


se here are my funds; look at the value of them; it is true 


they are not money, but they are convertible into money; 
vyou muſt have known that if you all came upon me at once, 


J could not pay you all in money.” — What. would the cre- 


rate 
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rate and fooliſh, they would ſay, * it is not for your intereſt, 


nor for ours, to diſtreſs you, caſh we know cannot be found 


immediately, we ſee your funds are quite ſuthcient to anſwer 
our claims, and therefore we will give you time.” Preciſely 
ſo was the caſe with reſpect to the Bank ; every perfon who 


took a Bank note knew very well that the Bank was not in a 
ſituation to give caſh for every Bank note, ſuppoling every 


one to be preſented for payment in caſh at one time; and 


this to a certain extent had been the caſe, in the inſtance 


which created the neceſſity of the bill which was now before 
the Committee. It might ariſe from an alarm, well or ill- 


founded, political or otherwiſe ; for he was not now going 
to diſcuſs the cauſe of the late run upon the Bank; but ſurely 


it could not be expected in ſuch a caſe, that the Bank could 


pay in caſh all the demands that were thus made upon it, 


any more than a private individual would be able to do, in 


the caſe which he had already ſtated. At no time was any 
public body of a commercial kind ever able to do fo. What 


ſhould the Houſe of Commons do in fuch a caſe? Why, in 
his opinion, preciſely what the Houſe of Commons did; they 
_ enquired into the ſolidity of the Bank, and to the ſatisfac- 
tion of the public verified the fact, that the Bank was abund- 
_ antly wealthy. But the right honourable gentleman (Mr. 


Fox) had obſerved, that the value of Bank notes had always 
_ conſiſted in the conſciouſneſs that they were at the will of 


the holder convertible into. money.—He admitted it. But 
then the right honourable gentleman ſhould recollect, that 


there was a great difference between the caſe of any banker 
or private individual, and that of the Bank of England, even 
in the facility of turning their property into ſpecie. This 


would be obvious to any gentleman Who would conſider the 


nature of the Bank of England. It would immediately ap- 


pear that the property of the Bank was not convertible into 


ſpecie without much time. It was impoſfible from the 


ſtood this matter, and it was the duty of the Houſe that day, 
as the repreſentatives of the people, to ſtem the torrent of 
Popular prejudice upon this matter and to allow the Bank a 


GEE SY 


nature of the thing. The public never ſufficiently under- 


reaſonable time to get out of the difficulty with which it 


Was now unfortunately, and he believed, unavoidably em- 


barraſſed. The people ought? not to be deluded, and he 


thought if they looked at this matter with the patience aud 


| good ſenſe Which were their characteriſt ic, they would 


meet this embarraſſment with firmneſs. He flattered him- 
4 N 1 ſelf 
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ſelf that they would do fo. And he hoped that they would fee 
the neceſſity that this Bill ſhould be carried into effect. 

Mr. Fox wiſhed the ſtatement of the learned Gentleman 
who ſpoke laſt to be attended to. He ſeemed to be of opinion 
| that if the Bank ſtopped payment under certain circumſtances, 

| they ſhould not be ſtigmatiſed with the charge of having bro- 
. ken their faith, provided it appeared that the failure was un- 
bs avoidable. In that ſtatement he agreed with the learned Gen- 
1 tleman. He agreed with him allo in his ſtatement of the 
poſſible cafe of a private banker, that if all his creditors came 
upon him at once, and demanded payment in caſh, that he 
could not poſſibly coinply with ſuch demands, and that their 
forbearance would be laudable; nay, that if they refuſed to 
forbear, and availed themſelves of all the rigour which they 
= could enforce by law, that they would act with cruelty, and 
7 with folly. But the learned Gentleman omitted one material 
diſtinction between the private banker and that of the Bank of 

England in this caſe. If a private banker was in the hands of 
creditors whom he could not pay, he could not defend himſelf 
by law at any time when his creditors chuſed to call upon him 
for payment of their demands. He muſt fatisfy them when 

they ſhould think fit to call upon him; and therefore they 
were likely to ſee their intereſt in having a tender regard for 
his. But was this the caſe with the Bank of England at this 
moment, or would it be fo after this Bill was carried? By 

no means; for by this Bill the Bank of England were to 
be indemnified againſt the effect of having refuſed to pay 

their debts. And that which would be puniſhable by law as 

a breach of faith in a private banker, would not be puniſhable 
in the Bank of England. The one vou could compel, 

the other you could not compel, to fulfil an engagement; 
and therefore there was a material defect in the compariſon. 
But the learned Gentleman ſeemed to convey to the Commit- 
tce an idea that the Bank would have ſpecie enough in a cer- 

tain time. Upon that part of the ſubject he begged he might 
not be miſunderſtood in what he was going to 5 He was 
not ſtating that evils might not reſult to our trade and com- 
merce if the reſtriction ſflould not be continued; he was taking 
the ſubject upon the reaſoning of the learned Gentleman. He 
was not ſaying that great evils might not arife from the con- 


traction of diſcounts, and that many inconveniencies might not 

ariſe to the State itſelf if that ſpecies of accommodation was not 
afforded to commercial men ; but he intended to apply his ob- 
ſervations chiefly. to the duration of this reſtriction upon the 
Bank not to pay in ſpecie. He could not conceive _ if 
5h 1 there 


£ 
" 
of · 
£ . 
i 
A. 
bo. 
7 » 
- uw 
x 
<a 
1 
* 
=. 
*s 
Fj 
ha 
* * 
" 
WH: 
= 
. 
Foe © 
7 
x 2 
n 
1 
8 
a 
INT rs 
+» £5 [2 : 
K 
2 
* 
8 
99 : 
To. 
— — 
2 
1 
8 
CE 
Ky 4 
N 4 
A N S 
dA 
4. 
5 
LK 
os 
Kb 
Fr 
& 
3 
"2 
* * 
2 
6 
5 
ä 
˖ 


Mazcn 22. ] WOODFALL's PARLIAMENTARY REPORTS. 450 


there was a diſproportion at this moment between ſpecie and 
paper, the iſſue of a greater quantity of paper, and continuing 


that practice for a great length of time, would diminiſh the 


evil. He knew not what arguments had prevailed on gentle- 


men out of doors to believe that doctrine, as ſome of them 


ſeemed by their ſpeeches to have been fo perſuaded, he was 
ſure that nothing to that effect had been proved in that Houſe. 


Suppoſe Government were to pay him a debt in ſpecie, that 


was to ſay, in bad guineas of the value only of nineteen ſhil- 


lings each : why, then, for theſe bad guineas he would get 


nineteen ſlang at any time, and therefore they would have 
a fixed value, ſo that he ſhould know the amount of his lots. 


But if the paper of the Bank ſhould be depreciated, he could 


never be able to aſcertain that joſs, becauſe it might vary from 
day to day. Gold and ſilver, although in the ſtate he had 
mentioned, was always of ſome value, becauſe they were market- 
able, but paper might be reduced to a ſtate that might render 
it of none; and therefore no compariſon could ever be made 
between the precious metals and paper in a ſtate of deprecia- 


tion. He could- not help wiſhing, that gentlemen, inſtead 
of amuſing us with new terms of circulating medium, and the 
like, had thewn us an inſtance, ancient or modern, in which 


paper, when forced into circulation by the authority of the 


State, had been received in the ſame manner as gold and filver. 


The thing was impoſſible, for the value of paper had always 
been, and muſt always be, dependent on the poſſibility of 


converting it into ſilver and gold. Such had been the eſſence 


of the value of paper, and what ground had we for ſuppoting 
that it would have a different effect with us from the reſt 3 
the world? He agreed with the honourable baronet (Sir W. 


Palteney), that neceflity was imperious, and could not be re- 


| aſked; and agreed with him alſo, that the duration of this Bill 


ſhould be a ſhort one. He was ſure if it was not thort, and 
that we were to reſt on the proviſions of the Bill, without 
ſhewing to the public how much Parliament felt for the pre- 


ſent lamentable ſituation of the country, they would ſoon diſ- 
| gull the public with their proceedings. It would not do from 
ay to day to poſtpone the confideration of the ſubjet. He 


knew not what the duration of the Bill was intended to be, 


Whether for three weeks, or three or ſix months; but this he 
| knew, that the longer was the duration, the greater our diffi- 
culty would bez; and he mult be a ſanguine man, indeed, if he 


thought the country would not be ruined in its credit if this 


Bill continued for fix or eight months. There were ſome per- 
ſons who confeſſed that this evil could not be removed during 


3N * | the 
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the war, He agreed with them; but he doubted whether it 
could be removed even in peace, unleſs that defirable event 
ſhould take place very ſoon. Every hour that it was delayed 
| _ diminiſhed our chance of removing the calamity. If we had 
„ not peace in the ſpring of 1797, what ſhould we ſay in the au- 
Wo tumn? This was a queſtion which did not depend on the 
5 taking of a town or a fortreſs. An enumeration of many ſuc- 
ceſſes in that reſpect would be of no avail, ſuppoling us to 
lies them. This was a time in which we ſhould not conceal 


Wo any thing from the public. If the loan of 30 or 40 millions 
wo more ſhould be had, it would not improve the ſituation of the 
1 paper credit in compariſon with ſpecie. He could not bring 


himſelf to ſtate the ſituation of this country without the moſt 
painful anxiety. The Houfe ought to conſider that this coun- 
tr was now on the brink of a dreadful] precipice, and that one 

falſe ſtep might throw it into a gulpn, out of which it could 
never riſe. | 

Sir M. Pullency fald; that he was aware the Pielent pro- 

cceding was entirely wrong. He knew a plan, and he did not 
ſpeak without conſideration, whereby the whole of this diff. 
culty might be removed in the ſpace of a month. He remind- 
ed the Houſe that in Portugal a man who poſſeſſed influence 
with the Crown might have a protection againſt his creditors, 
and might be enabled to defraud them of their debts; but he 
had not heard that ſuch a facility to get rid of demands had 
been ſerviceable to the trade of Portugal, He believed the 
ſame obſervation to be applicable to this caſe. Indeed he be- 
lieved it would end, as all ſuch plans had ended, in the de- 
ſtruction of thoſe who had formed it. x 

The Attorney General briefly replied. - 

The Chancellor of the Exchequer ſaid, that while all cor— 
dially united in lamenting the neceſſity of the meaſure which 
was then ſubmitted to the conſideration of the Committee, 
there could exiſt no difficulty in any gentleman exprefling his 

ſincere wiſh that it would continue but a very ſhort time: yet, 
however ſanguine the hopes of gentlemen were on the ſubject, 
the Committee could not exactly ſay what preciſe and limited 
time it would be proper or wiſe to confine it to. The cauſes 
vhlich had produced the neceſſity of reſtricting the pay ments of 
the Bank in caſh could not be done away in a ſtated period. It 
was at the ſame time neceſſary to look the ſituation of the 
country in the face, and to call forth the national vigour. As 
the befl and ſaſeſt mode of judging, the Houſe had appointed 

2 Committee, and inveſted them with powers to examine into 
the ſtate of the finances, to enquire into the ſources of the 

| country, 


Py 
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country, and having thus aſcertained the origin of temporary 


diſtreſs and embarraſſment, the next ſtep would naturally be, 
to bring forward proper remedies. They were then proceed- 


ing in their diſcuſſion of the ſubjects referred to them; they were 
forming grounds which were to conſtitute important ſubjects 
of conſideration for the Houſe ; and the country was anxiouſly 


waiting the event of their enquiries. But gentlemen were not 


now called on to enter into an inveſtigation of the cauſes that 


had produced the neceſſity of the Order iſſued by his Majeſty's | 


Council, it was merely propoſed to adopt a remedy which 


might provide againſt temporary diſtreſs. He was ready to 
admit that, after the report of the Committee had been brought 


up, an irrefiſtible call would be made on the Houle to enter 
fully into the ſubject matter of the report, and to adopt ſuch 


meaſures as might be found adequate to meet, not only the 
preſent embarraſſment, but any future criſis; But he did not 
ſee that any ſpecific plan for that purpoſe could be purſued un- 
til the report of the Committee was fully before tae Houſe, It 
was evident that, until that time, no permanent remedy could 


be propoſed at once to counteract the preſſure of the moment, 


to improve the future proſpects of the country, and to ſteer it 


ſucceſsfully through all its difficulties. He ſhould at the ſame 


time obſerve, that it was a delicate matter for any man to 
| Nate, with any degree of confidence, the preciſe time for li- 
miting the intended reſtriction on the Bank, for it was impoſ- 


ſible to ſee the exact period at which the neceſſity would ceaſe 
to require a continuance of it. However earneſt, however 
ſanguine, the wiſhes of gentlemen were to that point, a cauſe 
which had produced fo great an effect could not certainly be 


removed in fo ſhort a time as their deſires urged them to ex- 
pect. He ſhould only remark, that a limited time would beſt 
come under conſideration when that queſtion was properly 
brought forward. He would then content himſelf with obſerving, 
in a general manner, that a limitation of three months ſeemed 
adviſeable, and that the 24th of June appeared a proper period. 
Fet he did not mention that to the Committee as a preciſe and 
ſettled time for the duration of the meaſure. An honourable 


| Baronet had aſſured gentlemen that he was in poſſeſſion of a 
certain method to remove the reſtriction in one month, but had 
not thought proper to diſcloſe the particular meaſures which 


were to accompliſh that great and deſirable end. If he, or any 
other gentleman, was ſeriouſly acquainted with ſuch a plan as 
he ſuggeſted, he would render one of the moſt important ſer- 

vices ever conferred on his country. In the taſk of conſider- 


ing the ſlate of the country, it would be neceſſary to compare 


” Hs 


462 WOOD FALLS PARLIAMENTARY REPORTS. IConmoxs, 


what ſhould he the proportion of caſh to the proportion of pa- 
per. It would be requiſite to draw a general deſcription of the 
{ituation in which the Houſe might wiſh to ſee the Bank of 
England placed. The remedy could not take place in an in- 
ſtantaneous manner, but would naturally be the reſult of gra- 
dual inveſtigation and progreſſive improvement. With reſpect 
to the propoſitions thrown out of reducing the amount of notes 
in circulation, it was a ſubject on which he had not been able 


79 to form any judgment. But when he reviewed the arguments 
| | adduced by a right honourable Gentleman (Mr. Fox), a ſud- 
| | den diminution of the circulating medium deciſively appeared 
on to be the reſult of them. As fo much had been faid on the 
nature of a circulating medium, he thought it neceffary to no- 
"W tice, that he did not, for his own part, take it to be of that 
empirical kind which had been generally deſcribed. It ap- 
i _ peared to him to conſiſt in any thing that anſwered the great 


purpoſes of trade and commerce, whether in ſpecie, paper, or 
any other term that might be uſed. I he right honourable 
Gentleman admitted, that a ſudden diminution of the circu- 
lating medium would deſtroy the whole commerce of the 
country. But he alſo appeared to have ſtated, that if the ef- 
fects of the Bank were converted into caſh, and the claims of 
the public creditors ſatisfied, that then the Houſe would put 
themſelves in the {ſituation of keeping their faith. gut that 
_ poſition (ſaid Mr, Pitt) I poſitively deny. The beſt and moſt 
effectual way to keep our faith cannot be ſeparated from the 
commerce, from the manufactures, and the activity of the 
country. It is, Sir, by preſerving theſe, that we can alone 
ive energy to public credit, It is by giving ſtability to the 
Bank, in a manner directly oppoſite to that propoſed by the 
right honourable Gentleman, that we can alone give life to 
trade, draw into circulation the ſpecie hoarded up at home, 
and bring back the money which haz been remitted to foreign 
countries. On ſuch a conduct depends the real ſecurity of the 
public creditors, and not on the meaſure ſuggeſted of convert- 
ing into caſh the aſſets of the Bank, which, however tempo- 
rary in its relief, would ultimately plunge the nation in the 
deepeſt diſtreſs, and completely ruin the credit of the country. 
The right honourable Gentleman might as well argue, that 
to deſtroy the ſource and means of commerce would reſtore 
credit, and remove every difficulty. Such a proceeding would, 
indeed, make an incurable and perpetual wound in our deareſt 
intereſts. But, Sir, that is not all: the right honourable 
Gentleman's plan looks to the reduction of paper, but not to 
the increaſe of ſpecie; and how would the nation be e N 
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by it? The outſtanding debts of the Bank might, I grant, be 
paid by it ; but it totally deprives the public creditor of any 
chance in our future proſperity : for the Bank would juſt have 
enough to diſcharge the claims which might be brought againſt 
it, and we ſhould neceſſarily be left without any reſource to 
which our commerce, our manufactures, or the ſpirit of na- 
tional enterprize, could look for ſupport, vigour, and exten- 
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for us to purſue, in endeavouring to maintain the activity of 
our internal traffic, and the ſucceſs of our external commer- 
cial deſigns, with which public credit is ſo materially connect- 
ed. We ſhould hope that by encouraging them, in adopting 
means conſiſtent with their ſupport, we have the beſt 8 
trueſt chance of bringing ſpecie and bullion into the Bank, and 
reſtoring to the country the full circulation of money.? 
Mr. Pitt declared, that he confidered a prudent increaſe of 
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means to produce eſſential benefit, and which could eaſily be 
reduced at a future period: that was the moſt rational way of 


man could come forward and ſtate to the Committee a better 


and important diſcuſſion, and he would gladly give his aſſent 
to it. The Houſe, in viewing the nature of the meaſure pro- 
poſed, and its various relations, were to conſider themſelves as 


for their intereſts: and he truſted that they would not be too 


mentioned. He was convinced that he had troubled the Com- 


before them; but he thought it neceſſary to advert to them, in 


and the ſtreſs which had been laid on them. 


bad no particular objection to the uſe of the term © circulating 
medium,” except that he preferred old terms to new. But he 
muſt aver, that the doctrine of the right honourable Gentle- 


the firſt and eternal principles by which all circulation was go- 
verned were true. According to his doctrine, it would be the 
ſureſt way of putting an end to the preſent dilemma, if paper 


than diminiſhed; and by this, he ſpeciouſly ſaid, that com- 
| | 5 . merce 


ſion. It does not, therefore, ſeem to me to be the true road 


Bank notes, at the preſent moment, as the moſt effectual 


ſhortening the duration of the neceſſity. Yet if any gentle- 


plan, it would certainly form the ſubject of the moſt adviſeable 


the repreſentatives of the people of England, and ſhould act 


ſanguine in their expectations, by fixing in their own minds a a 
ſhorter period for the duration of the reſtriction than he had 


mittee on topics which were unconnected with the queſtion 
conſequence of the way in which they had been introduced, 


Mr. Fex ſaid, that ſome aſſertions of the right honourable 
Gentleman made it neceſſary for him to ſay a few words. He 


man was fundamentally eee and muſt be erroneous if 
1 


were to be extended beyond the proportion of ſpecie, rather 
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merce was to be maintained, induſtry promoted, and all the 
ſources of our wealth to be fed. It was not a declamation, 
however ſhewy, that would change the everlaſting nature of 
things. Suppoſe that, on a baſis of one million of ſpecie, 
there was an iſſue of only one million of notes, would it be a 


queſtion, That theſe notes would not be in more eſtimation, 
than if it were known that two, three, or more millions, were 
do be iſſued? According to the right honourable Gentleman, 


however, notes were to be valuable in proportion to their 


quantity, and as they exceeded the ſolidity of the foundation 
upon which they were iſſued; a propoſition which muſt be 
falfe, it the principles of credit be true. In talking of a cir- 


culating medium, gentlemen got into errors, by ſuppoſing that 
paper was a circulating medium. It was no ſuch thing. The 


_ circulating medium was the precious metals, and the paper 


that uſed fo freely to circulate flowed from credit, from the 
opinion that the public had of the facility and certainty with 
which that paper could be converted into the precious metals. 
In caſe of barter the precious metals were taken as a circulating 
medium, in preference to any thing elſe, as being a material 


of ſubſtantial value in all countries, and upon which there was 
a general convention of mankind ; but to ſubſtitute paper as a 


circulating medium, required that it ſhould either be done by 


convention or by force. If by convention of any part of the 


kingdom, it ſtill does nothing, becauſe the reſt of the world 
are not parties to your convention, nor ſubject to your laws; 
and if done by force, you muſt incur the penalties which a 


forced circulation of paper has brought upon every country 


which had adopted the expedient. The uſe of paper then 
muſt be always ſecondary to the precious metals, muſt flow 
from credit, and credit muſt in its nature ariſe out of the opi- 
nion that the paper was iſſued in due and diſcreet proportion 
to the fund of ſpecie. But to ſay that paper differed from the 
nature of every thing elſe, and that it was valuable in propor- 
tion as it was plentiful, and not as it was rare; that the abun- 
dance of paper would incline people not to hoard guineas, but 
would induce them to carry them to the Bank; were propoſi- 


tions fo inconſiſtent with ſound realoning, that he was aſhamed 
of calling up principles fo merely elementary, and which were 
as clear as the ſinipleſt propoſitions of mathematics. 


Sir John Sinclair ſaid, that he was inclined to give credit to 


the honourable Baronet, when he declared he was poſſeſſed of 


a plan that would remove the reſtriction in the courle of one 
month. He thought proper to aſk the right honourable Gen- 


tleman (Mr. Pitt) what means he propoſed for the reed. of | 
Pe. e e Wer 


Ts. þ . 
* LE 7 ns SIA; N n "en 2 
5 KY 9 Abe 9 os ol . 
2 oO r A. FS 2 2 * 
"6 ws xz We uy N EI LR 22 2 7 
# PF »4 L 2 - 


Manch 22.) WOODFALL'S PARLIAMENTARY REPORTS. 465 
other great bodies, with reſpect to their creditors—ſuch, for 
inſtance, as the Eaſt-India Houſe, and the South Sea Houte ? 
He was of opinion, that the hon. baronet's plan was well 
entitled to the conſideration of a Committee. e 

Mr. //ilberforce expreſſed both his ſurprize and hope at 
the motion made by the honourable baronet, of the plan with 


which he profeſſed himſelf acquainted, that would remove : 


in the courſe of one month the necetlity of continuing the 
reſtriction on the Bank; and he fincerely truſted the hon. 
baronet would not ſend gentlemen away that night without 
giving them ſome kind of a ſketch of what related ſo nearly 
to the proſperity of the country. He maintained that the 


commerce of the country would be deeply affected by any 


reduction of the notes of the Bank of England, and was de- 
cidedly of opinion, that the preſent embarraſlment aroſe in a 


very great meaſure from the vaſt increaſe of trade, and from 


the credit which the merchants and manufacturers of Eng- 


land were in the habit of giving, beyond the practice of an) 


other commercial people. 


Sir Mun. Pulteney profeſſed himſelf no enthuſiaſt, but a 


plain matter of fat man. What he had advanced with re- 


ſped to the plan he had mentioned was founded on good and 
certain information. The honourable gentleman wiſhed to 
treat the plan in a facetious manner, and was deſirous to 


| know what it was. He ſhould therefore anſwer, whatever 
it was, it appeared neceſſary that the bill before the Com- 


mittee ſhould paſs, and his plan come after the bill. Were 
he conſequently to thruſt in his plan, he ſhould conſider him 


ſelf as treating the Houſe in an improper manner. He was 
not however confident that what he had to propoſe was a ſe- 
eret to other gentlemen. He then replied at ſome length to 


Mr. Wilbertorce, and maintained that the Bank ſhould be 
conſidered as a monopoly, than which nothing worſe could 


be imagined in a commercial country. | „ 
Sir John Sinclair ſaid, it was not without foundation that 
the hon. baronet appeared to ſtate, that he was in poſſeſſion 


of a plan to remove the ſuſpenſion, as, he aſſured the Hauſe, 
he was himſelf acquainted with meaſures, which, he truſted, 


would produce the ſame beneficial effect as that propoſed by 
the hon, baronet. They were contained in the papers he then 
held in his hand, but which, though he was ready to diſcloſe, 
he would not then trouble the Committee with, fatigued as 


» 


they were with buſineſs, and on account of the lateneſs of the 


Hour. 
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Mr. Wilberferes ſaid, he by no means intended mw ſarcaſm 
on the worthy baronets. 
Sir Benjamin Hammet (aid, there had been no ſatisfactory 
anſwer to the obſervation, that the Bank ought to have the 
power to pay whenever they thought proper. 
The queſtion ou the firſt clauſe was new called. 
Mr. Fox ſaid that he ſhould at the proper time move to in- 
troduce a provilo to reſtrain the Bank trom making any ad- 


vances to Government, either in Paper or ſpecie, during the 


Exiſtence of the ſuſpenſion. 
The clauſe with the Amendments was adopted. 


The Chancellor f the Exchequer then moved to report pro- 


greſs, and the COnmmUles was a ourned to Friday. 


HOUSE © OF LORDS. 
THURSDAVY, March 23. 
e OF DLBTOR AND CK EDITOR. 
The Earl of Moira ſaid, from the aſſurance given him, 


that the Lord Chancellor was expected to be able to attend 


on Monday, he ſhould poſtpone his intended motion on this 
ſubjeR, till Monday next. 


he Marquis of e repeated ſhortly and ſummarily 
the ſubſtance of the many arguments he had at different 


times urged to their Lordſhips, to prove the cogent neceſſity 
of the introduction of ceconomica! retorm in a variety of 


public offices, where abuſe was notoriouſly prevalent to an 
enormous degree. He gave the reports of ine Commiſſioners 
of Public Accounts, as an authority on which he chiefly 
reſted, and on that ground, moved, thai the appendix to the 
report of the Commiſſioners for examining the public ac- 
counts be printed. His motive he ſaid, was to ſhew their 
Lordſhips the retrenchments which might beneficially be 
made. He was drawn to this from what he underſtood to have 
fallen from a gentleman who ought then to be ſitting at the 


table, as clerk of that Houſe, an office which had molt unac- 
countably been converted into a finecure ; and not only that, 


but he underſtood, the perſon in queſtion had ſaid in anather 
place that he had received the appointment in conſequence of 
an addreſs of that Houſe. He knew of no ſuch addreſs ; and 
he believed there was no ſuch addreſs extant. The worthy 
gentleman had alſo ſaid, if he might truſt to the report in 
the newſpapers, that he conſidered his place to be as much 
his property as the Duke of Bedford did his eſtate. + her 
fue 
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ſuch an aſſertion in 2 moment of public exigency and public 
diſtreſs, to be borne with patience ? The Duke of Bedtord's 
property | Was any man in office to preſume to put a fine- 
cure, the child of groſs abuſe, an office never meant to be 
out of actual practice, « to be held as a mere means 


of income for ſervice not performed, in competition 


with the hereditary landed property of the noble Duke. of 


himſelf, or any man of hereditary eſtate in the kingdom? 
The idea was too monſtrous to be ſubmitted to for a ſingle 
moment. 4 „ CCF 
Lord Grenville oppoſed the printing of the appendix on 
the ſcore of expence. He could not reply to obſervations 


made on what was reported of the ſpeeches of the other 


Houſe of Parliament; but this he would ſay, that he who 
thould ſet up diſtinctions with regard to the ſecurity of 


property, would begin an attack upon all property what- 


ever. I 19 5 
The Marquis of Lanſdown ſaid, in anſwer to this obſerva- 
ion, that of late years few important papers had been refuſed 
to be printed on account of the expence. It was generally 
deemed enough that the importance of the ſubject war- 
ranted the expence. With regard to what had fallen from 


the noble Secretary of State, an attempt to ſet up grants of 
ſinecures, made for corruption and influence, undeſerved by 


the perſons who poſſeſſed them, and which were not merely 
burthenſome but injurious to the people, and rank them on 


a level of ſecurity with the landed property, and the pri- 


vate goods of men, was an attempt calculated to breed diſ- 
content and ill humour, to alienate the hearts of men, and to 
rouſe them ro enquiries that would be dangerous to the State. 
The motion was negatived. 35 
N MOTION FOR PEACE. . 
The order of the day for their Lordſhips to be ſummoned 
having been read, WE 1 


The Earl of Oxford roſe, and thus addreſſed the Houſe. 
I rife, my Lords, in conſequence of the notice I gave you 


of my intended motion for Peace with the French Republic. 
could have wiſhed that a ſubject of ſuch national import- 
ance had fallen into abler hands; but in the preſent peril- 
ous ſituation of the country, | could no longer delay offering 
my ſentiments to your Lordſhips, and diſcharging my duty 
to my country ; and | gall upon every independent man that 
hears me now to come forward, and exert his utmoſt ability 
to ſave the country, and reſtore it to that proſperity which 
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[Loxps, 
was the pride and boaſt of every Engliſhman. 


My Lords, 


the argument which Miniſters have employed to delude the 


country, and induce your Lordſhips to berſiſt i in this wicked 


and ruinous conteſt, is, that the enemy is not diſpoſed to 


peace, and that we have, therefore, n 
proſecute the war. 


My Lords, I have read, with all the attention in my 
power, the papers upon-your Lordſhips' table reſpeQing 


no alternative PINE to 


the late negociation, and TI declare, upon my honour, that 


from thoſe papers | draw a concluſion perfectly different; 
namely, that the French Directory is diſpoſed to peace; and 
if your Lordſhips will give me leave, I will read a few paſ- 
ſages from thoſe W upon which 1 have founded my 
opinion. 


My Lords, in the note No. 2, DE A er to Mr. Wiek. 


ham by Mr. Barthelemi, there is this paſſage: 


„The Directory ardently deſires to procure for the 1 Republic a 3%, 
bongurabie, and ful. d peace. The ftiep taken by Mr. Wickham would hive afforded 
to the Directory a real ſatigfadt ion, if the declaration itſelf which that Miniſter 
makes, of his not having ahn order, any power 4o negociate, did not give room to 
auubt of the ſincerity of the pacific intentions of his court. In fa, if it was true 
that England began to know her real intereſt, that ſhe wiſhed to open again for 
herſelf the ſources of abundance and proſperity; if ſhe ſought for peace with 


good faith, would ſhe prop. ſe a congreſs, of which the neceſſa;y reſult muſt be, 


to render all negociation endleſs? Or, would fhe confine herſelf to the aſking in 
a vague manner that the French Government ſhould point out any other way 


| WRAY for attaining the ſame object that of a general pacification ?” 


Again, my Lords, No. 7, extract from the i of the 


Decrees of the Executive Directory. 


« The Executive Directory, upon conſideration of the note addreſſed to the Mi- 
niſter for foreign affairs by Lord Grenville, dated Weſtminſter, Sept. 14, 1796, 


F 2 ping to give a proof. of the defire which it entertains to make peace with England, 


decrees as fotlows :—"The Minifler for foreign affairs is charged to deliver the ne- 
ceſſary paſſports to the env oy of England, who ſhall be furniſhed with full powers, 
not oniy for preparing and. negociating the peace between the French Republic 

and that power, but for concluding it definitively bet been tcm. | 


And again, my Lords, No. 15— 


„The Executive Directory ſees with pain, that at the moment * it had rea- 


ſon 19 bope for the ſpecdy return of peace between the French Republic and his Bri- 


tinnic Majeſty, the propoſal of Lord Malmſbury offers nothing but dilatory, 0 or very 
diſtant means of bringing the negociation to a concluſion. 8 

<« Nevertheleſs the Executive Directory, animated with an ardent deſire of putting 
a flop tothe ſent ge b r, and to prove that they will not reject any means of re- 


\ conciliation, declare, that as ſoon as Lord. Malmſbury ſhall exhibit to the Miniſter 


for foreign affairs, ſufficient powers from the allies of Great Britain, for ſtipulating 
for their reſpective iutcreſts, accompanied by a promiſe on their part to ſubſeribe 
to whatever ſhall be concluded in their names, the Executive Directory will haſten 
to give an anſwer to the ſpecific propoſitions which ſhall be ſubmitted to them, and 


that the difficulties 2 all be removed, as far as may pe conſiſtent with the ſafety and 
e the F rench Aae 4 


Nye 
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And, my Lords, after being irritated at Lord Malmſbury's 
being obliged to ſend for freſh inſtructions upon almoſt every 
point (a thing I believe very unuſual, if not unprecedented 
in the hiſtory of diplomatic tranſactions), and being {till 
more irritated at his inſiſting upon thoſe terms which they 
had before declared they never would. treat upon, the LUNG 
tory in the laſt note ſays, : 8 


The underſigned declares moreover, in the name of the Executive Directory, 
that if the Britiſh Cabinet is deſirous of peace, the Executive Directory is ready to 
follow the negociativns, acco ding to the baſis laid down in the preſent Notes by te 
e channel of couriers.“ 


My Lords, my concluſion from all this is, that the Di- 
rectory is diſpoled to peace, but that it is determined to 


| Keep the Rhine for the boundary of France; and, my 
Lords, it has power to do it, and you have not the power to 


prevent it. You muſt, therefore, either make peace upon 
theſe terms, or perſiſt in the war, which is certain ruin. 
I therefore move your Lordſhips, | 

That an humble addreſs be preſented to his Majeſty, humbly. to repreſent 
to his Majeſty, that in the preſent moſt critical and alarming ſituation of the coun- 
try, this Houſe holds it to be its bounden duty to appriſe his Majeſty of his own 


danger, and the ruin and confuſion which threaten the whole nation, 


« That the ſhock which has been lately given to public credit, muſt, from the 


peculiar nature of our commercial ſyſtem, deprive us of thoſe means whereby we 
were enabled to hold ſo high a rank among the nations of the world; unleſs the 
country 1s ſpeedily relieved from the preſent enormous expenditure, and its future 
proſperity enſured by an immediate, ſincere, and laſting peace. 5 

„That the Houſe begs leave humbly to repreſent to his Majeſty, that upon a 
conſiderate and impartial review of the whole of the late negociation, this Houſe 


ſees with concern, that the negociation was broken off by the conduct and demands 
of his Majeſty's Miniſters, and not by 8 a want of diſpoſition for] peace on the part of 


France. 
That in anſwer to the 3 note 1 by Mr. w len ihe 1 
tive Directory declare, that «« yielding to the ardent deſire by which it is animated 


to procure peace for the French Republic, and for all nations, it will not fear to 


deciare itſelf openly. Charged by the conſtitution with the execution of the laws, 
it cannot make or liſten to any propoſal that would be contrary to them, The 


| conſtitutional act does not permit it to conſent to any alienation of that, which, ac- 


cording to the exiſting laws, conſtitutes the territory of the Republic.” 


That it is impoſſible his Majeſty's Miniſters could have miſunderſtood this 36 


claration, for in the note ſigned Downing-ſtreet, there are theſe words: « To a 
demand ſuch as this 1s added an expreſſed declaration. that no propoſal contrary to 
it will be made, or even liſte ned it.“ | 


That fix months after this his Majeſty” 5 Minitters again made overtures of 
| | peace, 
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4% WOODFALL'S PARLIAMENTARY REPORTS, LLon ps, 
peace, but in ſo ungracious a manner that doubts might have been reaſonably en- 
tertained of their ſincerity, and after a variety of trifling diſputes, unworthy a great 


nation, when the happineſs of millions was depending, his Majeſty's Miniſters de- 


manded and made as their /ine qua non, theſe very terms which, before they began 
their negociation, they knew would nit be made, or even liſtened to. 
© That, under all theſe circumſtances this Houſe humbly and moſt earneſtly 
entreats his Majeſty to enter into an immediate negociation, upon ſuch terms as 
France is likely to liſten and acccde to, and in ſuch manner, and through the me- 
dium of ſuch men as mall leave no room io doubt the pac.fhc intentions of his 
Ms jeſty. | 
And this Houſe begs leave humbly to aſſure his Majeſty, that it entertains no 


doubt of the ſucceſs of ſuch a negociatior', and that it feels confident that aſter his 


_ Majeſty ſhall have been graciouſly pleated to reſtore to his people the bleſſing of 


peace, ſuch retrenchments and wiſe regulations may be adopted by the legiſſature 
as will relieve the people from their burthens, remove every cauſe of complaint of 


their being unequally repreſented, reftaie to them their ancient, venerable, and free 
| BH) , | z \ » 


conſtitution, and thereby re-eſtabliſh public ſpirit and public confidence, and enſure 


to his Majeſty 5 atfections of his e che glory, e 182 e of 


his future reign.” 


Lord Grenville Caid that the only anſwer which he 


_ thought it neceſſary to give to the motion of the noble Earl 


was to deſire the clerk to read the Addreſs which the Houſe 
had agreed to on the zoth December laſt, in anſwer to his 
Majeſty's meſſage announcing the iſſue of Lord Malmfſbury's 


negociation. [The addreſs was read accordingly, ] and his 


Lordſhip ſaid, he could not imagin= thoſe noble Lords who 
did him the hogaur to concur with him in that addreſs, had 
already changed their opinions. 

The Duke of Norfolt ſaid, that Miniſters had reduced the 
country and themſelves to ſuch a ſituation, that they could 
not make peace with honour and advantage to the country, 
and this might be the reaſon why they were unwilling to 


enter into a diſcuſſion on the preſent queſtion. The noble 


Secretary thinks the addreſs of the Houſe on the Zoth of 


December, is a complete anſwer to the preſent motion, but 
he with others differed from him on that point. It was un- 


fortunately true that the Houſe had voted the addreſs, juſt 


read on the 3oth of December, bur it did not follow that the 
Houſe ſhould not again conſider the opinion it then gave, 
and even change it, if that were thought a,wiſe meaſure. 
It is not unbecoming a great aſſembly to reconſider their 


proceedings, and repair their errors; and even admitting 
that the Houſe was right on the 3oth of December, it did not 


| follow, that they would now be right i in adhering to the 


8 


n 
r 
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opinion they then gave, the ſituation of things, having alter- 
ed very much ſince that period: ſince that period the 
French had completely reduced Italy, of which it might 
have been, then, thought they had but a precarious poſſeſ- 


ſion : ſince that period an event {till more unfortunate had 
taken place; the Bank of England had ſtopped payment, and 
our means of carrying on the war, had received as ſevere a 
| ſhock as the Emperor's hopes of ſucceſs. No one could 
blame Lord Malmſbury for his conduct in the negociation. 
He had done every thing that could have been expected of 


him, but he went to Paris ſo ſhackled, that it was out of 


his power to bring about any happy concluſion of his miſ- 


ſion. The queſtion reſpecting Belgium ſhould have been 


decided in the firſt inance, and then the negociation would 
not have been protracted to ſuch an unneceilary length; 
but his Grace ſuſpected it was deſignedly protracted, to 
give time and opportunity for Miniiters to play off thoſe 


tricks and intrigues, by which all their conduct was marked. 


His Grace compared the ſituation in which Miniſters might + 
have negotiated, when the allies were at the gates of Valen- 


ciennes; with the ſituation in which they negociated in Oc- 


tober 1796, when the French were far advanced into Ger- 


many, and in Italy their arms were victorious. Had Mi- 


niſters negociated when the allies were at Valenciennes, 


Belgium might not only have been reſtored to the Emperor, 


but very advantageous terms of peace might have been ob- 


tained. Our ſituation was now indeed moſt lamentably 
altered, and if Miniſters proceeded in the war it would {till 


grow worſe; There was no hope of reſtoring Belgium to 


the Emperor. The French had gained it by conqueſt, and 


by the right of conqueſt they held it. They held it by the 
ſame right by which we kept poſſeſſion of the cape of Good 
Hope, and they had a right to inſiſt on retaining it, if they 


thought proper. His Grace thought the preſent queſtion 
ought to have a full and fair conſideration. "The public 
wiſhed for peace, and it was the duty of the Houſe to make 


every effort to obtain it. The people had loſt all confidence 


in the Miniſters, both in their pacific profeſſions, and their 


talents for carrying on the war, for with the exceptions of 
our ſoldiers and failors, who had diſplayed the greateſt 


bravery, and added honour to our natural character ; with 


the exception of their exertions, the hiſtory of this war was 
a diſgrace to the country; it certainly was a diſgrace to 


tbe Miniſters who had conducted it. In, the, war during 
5 Tj N 1 
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Lord Chatham's Adminiſtration, the people readily bore 
the neceſſary burthens, becauſe if the expence was great, ſo 


were our triumphs. Every month brought the news of the 
conqueſt of ſome Ifland or province; but now no-fuch ha 

tidings reached this country; unleſs indeed the conqueſt of 
St. Domingo could be called happy, a fact which he would 
deny, as it was only a grave for our brave ſoldiers» "Thoſe 


who might have had confidence in the abilities of Mini- 


ſters before, might now have had ſubſtantial reaſon for 
withdrawing it. He thought the motion of the noble 


Farl did honour to his independence and his ability; and he 


was happy to ſee young men unconnected with party come 


forward in this virtuous manner to endeavour to reſtore us 


to the happineſs which the infatuation and e of | 
Miniſters had ſo unhappily deſtroyed. 

Lord Douglas (Earl of Morelen) aſked, on what grounds it 
was expected that the Houſe ſhould act ſo inconſiſtent with 


itſelf, as to reverſe its former opinions, adopt an addreſs ſo 
diametrically oppoſite to the one which had been preſented 
ſo late as December laſt, and withdraw that confidence in 
his Majeſty's Miniſters which they had already given them; 


and upon what principle could it be inferred, that France was 


now more {incerely diſpoſed to treat for peace than it had 
diſcovered in Ben laſt? Could any noble Lord ima- 


gine that the Houſe would turn ſhort round, and act with 


the molt glaring inconſiſtency, or ſtoop ſo low as to ſue or 
peace from the French Directory:? 


The Marquis of Lanſdown ſaid, he lamented to ſee a mo- 


lion of ſuch importance paſſed over in the haſty and ſhuffling 
way in which the Miniſters ſeemed inclined to treat it. 


What, a reference to the zoth of December, as if that were 
an er ! That addreſs, to ſay no more of it, was hurried 


through the Houſe with molt indecent haſte. Time had not 
been given to noble Lords at any diſtance to come to attend 


it. He, for one, was prevented from attending. Surely he 


was not conſidered as implicated by that addreſs ſo obtained, 


nor ought any noble Lord to be fo conſidered from the ex- 


_ traordinary change of circumſtances that had fince taken 


place. He called upon the Houſe to think of the new ſitua- 
tion of the country, as well as of the ſituation of France. 


Surely after the meaſures of diſtreſs Which we had lately 


been obliged to recur to, it could not be ſaid that we ought 
to adhere to the determination of the zoth of December, or 


of any former period. What was the ſituation *? Every mo- 


ment 
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ment increaſed our difficulties, and every moment of delay 
would increaſe them. It was idle to heſitate, after the ſhock 
which had been given to public credit, to talk of half-mea- 
ſures, Nothing ſhort of making Bank notes a legal tender, 
with all the calamities incident to the meaſure, could be ef- 
fectual. The Miniſter muſt know it; however he might 
coquet on the occaſion, it muſt come to that; he only waited i 
perhaps to have the call from the public. If ſo, notwith- 
ſtanding that the remedy was a terrible evil, {till the rapidity 
of the diſeaſe required it. Difficult and dangerous therefore 
as the meaſure was to a dreadful degree, he was ready for 
one to make the call, and to take his ſhare of the reſponſi- 
bility. That alone could give us time to look about us, to 
have recourſe to the moſt rigid ceconomy, to retrench from 
the ſmalleſt fee up to the higheſt emolument, to cut the ſkirts 
of every office, and to fave in every department. How was 
this to be done except by peace? * He did not ambition the 1 
making of that peace.” God knew Miniſters had reduced 1 
the country to a ſituation as not to make office enviable to _ 
any man; at the ſame time he did not deſpair of the coun- 7 
try. It was ſaid of a cat that ſhe had nine lives; he hoped 
an iſland had twenty. The fact was, that Miniſters were 
averſe to peace, they did not like it, and therefore could find 
little or no argument againſt it. He had often obſerved that 
a little child, when it did not like to do a particular thing, 
would find a hundred excuſes for avoiding it, without aſſign- 
ing its true motive. It would pretend, it did not underſtand 
what it was ordered to do, and he had more than once heard 
a child acknowledge afterwards, that it did know, what it 
was told to do, but did not like to do it. Why then might 
not modern ſtateſmen and modern Miniſters find a thouſand 
excuſes for not doing, what they did not like to ſet about in 
carneſt. They might ſay they did not know how to go about 
attaining peace. If ſo, he would tell them it was their duty 
to know how to go about it. It was their buſineſs to ſet about 
efficient, practicable, conciliatory terms of negociation. 
With regard to Lord Malmeſbury's conduct in the late ne- 
gociation, it might be honourable, it might be laudable, it 
might be very much the reverſe. It was impoſlible for 
him, and impoſſible for their Lordſhips to decide upon it. 
They had not proper materials, they had not full informa- 
tion to enable them to form a fair judgment upon it. A 7 
part only of the neceſſary papers were upon their table. 3 
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448 WOODFALLS PARLIAMENTARY REPORTS. [Lon ps, 
The whole of the correſpondence, all the letters, and the in- 
ftrucions furniſhed him from time to time were not before 
the Houſe. When an anſwer to a letter only was ſhewn 
him, and not the letter that occaſioned that anfwer, how 
Was It poſliblo for him to know, whether the writer of the 
anſwer was in the right or not. He muſt think therefore 
from the imperfect ſtate of the papers on the table relative 
to the late negociation, that Miniſters put them on the table, 
with a view to miſlead, and not to inform. If it was clearly 


to appear from documents, that the fault reſted with the 


eneniy, this would fcrve to unite the hearts and hands of the 
people of this country. If France were indeed a magnani- 
mous nation. it would not venture to inſult this country by 
a mcck treaty, but if it did, every heart would unite in op- 
polition to it. He even doubted whether peace could reſtore 
the credit of the country; but it was the thing, of all others 
the moſt likely to reſtore it; and therefore he wiſhed to ſee 
Nliniſters ſet about the work in earneſt, They always found 
excuſes for putting it off, and nothing was more eaſy than to 
find excuſes. He could not doubt that ſuch able Miniſters could 
always find a thouſand excuſes for continuing the war. 
Peace he ſincerely wiſhed for, and he did not care who made 
it. The preſent Miniſters could not, indeed, make peace with 
Þonour to themſelves, they muſt ſubmit to contradict and 
diſavow their own principles, to confeſs their error and feel 
ſhame ; but that was their affair. Sometimes it was aſked, 
how ſhall we make peace? To this he would anſwer, if 
Miniſters did not know how to make peace, they ſhould re- 
ſign their fituations. 

Lord B- eringdon ebjected to the motion. He fo no rea- 
fon to diftruſt the Gn cerity of Miniſters, or to doubt of their 
withes ter peace, To agree to this motion would only ex- 
poſe an over eagernefs for peace, which would retard the 


thing. It u onld be a confeilion of our diſtreſſes, and would 


lay open the weak nfs of the country in a way in which the 
French would not fail to take advantage. Every thing that 
could be done by moderation, addreſs, "and ability, had been 
tried by Lord Malmeft: ury. What {ſtrengthened this opinion 
was, the letter wiltten by the Daniſh Ambaſſador at Paris, 
who might be conſidercd as giving an impartial judgment, 
and the Houfe had ſufficiently manifeſted their ſenſe of Lord 
Malmefbury's merit in conducting the negotiation in the 


addreſs they had agreed to on the Zoth of 9 ae] 
ic 
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which the Houſe undoubtedly ought in conhitency to adhere, 
_ unleſs new circumſtances could be fairly exhibited as 
grounds for changing their opinion; nor could he at all ap- 
prove of the wording of the motion, which ſeemed more 
like extracts from the minutes of the Executive Direc- 
tory, then correſponding with the language of the Britiſh 
Houſe of Peers. 

The Earl of Guildford ſaid, that according to the argu- 
ments uſed that night for not agreeing to the noble Earl's 
motion, they were to collect that his Majeſty s Miniſters ſtill 
pertinacioully adhered to the opinion which they had held on 

the 3oth of December, and the public were therefore to 
underſtand that they were reſolved not to enter upon any ne- 
gotiation for a peace which ſhould not make the ſurrender of 
Belgium a fine qua non, and they called upon the Houſe to 
ſupport them in that determination. He who had through 
the whole war queſtioned the ſincerity of their i intentions in 
their endeavours to make peace, mult own that they were 
cConſiſtent in calling upon the Houſe to act upon the addrefs 
which they had obtained on the zoth of December, fince 
they had thereby ſecured themſelves from the means of ne- 
gotiating any attainable peace. They had ſhut the door 
againſt it, and it was a truth that ought to be deeply im- 
preſſed on every heart, that Miniſters hereby declared, and 
Called upon the Houſe to declare, that they would not enter 
into negotiation for any peace that they were likely to ob- 
tain. He muſt therefore vote for the motion, being con- 
vinced that till Miniſtry were compelled to make phachs that 
peace would not take place. 
Earl Spencer ſaid the noble Earl, by reference to the 
papers, and particularly to the letter of Lord Malmeſbury 
addrefled to Lord Grenville, would find that the noble Am- 
baſſador had expreſsly ſaid to M. de la Croix, that he was 
ready to hear any contre-prijet that he might have to pro- 
poſe. It was clear then that his Majeſty's Miniſters nad not 
ſhut. the door to all peace by an ultimatum which t ey knew 
would not be granted, and that therefore the noble Earl's al- 
ſertion, that they were reſolved not to try to purſue any at- 
tainable plan of peace, was not founded on the documents. 
He ſaid, he muſt object to the preſent motion, on the ground 
that it would hold out to France and to Europe, that this 


country was ſo reduced as to have no other alternative than 
to make peace on any terms. 
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476 WOODFALL'S PARLIAMENTARY REPORTS. [Loxps, 
The Earl of Guildford replied, that the noble Earl would 


find, if he looked again into the letter of Lord Malmeſbury, 


that though he deſired M. de la Croix to ſuggeſt a contre- 
projet, he had expreſsly made the ſurrender of Belgium a fine 

qua non. Now if he underſtood diplomatic language, in 
which, however, he did not profeſs to be an band I fin ine qua 


non was ſynonimouſly an ultimatum. 


The Earl of Oxford roſe to reply and ſaid; my Lords, the 
only intclligible argument which has been made againſt my 
motion is, that it is calculated to expoſe the diſtreſſes of the 


country to the enemy. | demand whether my motion is 


likely to do this in any compariſon with the Order of the 
Council, which the Miniiters have recently ifſued, and the 
ſentence they have thereby palied againſt our credit as a na- 
tion ? 

My Lords, all that has been aid againſt my motion, ſo 
far from ſhaking my opinions, confirm me in the neceſſity of 


the meaſure | have had the honour to adviſes My Lords, 1 


muſt not be told that this addreſs is improper to be carried to 
the Throne, when, there is not a ſentiment in it that I have 


not taken from the very words of his Majeſty ; the beſt re- 


ply, thercfore, that IJ can make, will be to read to your Lord- 
ſhips a few paſſages from his Majeſty's molt gracious, giand, 


and admirable ſpeech at the cloſe of the American war, 


© My Lords and Gentlemen, | 

& Since the cloſe of the loſt feſſion, I have nee my Whole time in the 
care and attention which the important and critical conjuncture of public aft, Te” 
required of me. | 

«I loſt no time in giving tie neceſſory orders to prohibit the further proſecution 
of offenſive war upon the continent of North America, adopting, as my inclinon 

Will always lead me to do, with deciſion and effect, whatever I collect to be 

the ſenſe of my Parliament and my people; I have pointed all my views and men- 
ſures, as well in Europe s in North America, to an entire and cordial Feconciliae 
tion with thoſe colonies. 

“Finding it ind ifpenfible to the attainment 1 this object, I did not hefitate to 
go the ſul length. »f the powers veſted in me, and offered to declare them free and 
independent States, by an article to be inſerted in the treaty of peace. Proviſion 
articles are agreed upon, to take effect Wheney er terms of peace ſhall be finally ſet- 

tled with the Court of France. | | | 

* In thus admitting their ſeparation from the Crown of theſe kingdoms, 1 
have ſac! ificed every conſideration of my own to the wiſhes and opinions of my 


| people,” 
| Here, my Lords, you ſee his Majeſty giving up America, 
and ſacrificing every conſideration of his own to the interclt 
of his people, and am I to be told that Belgium! 18 of more 
importance to England than America? 5 
Q 
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To the Houſe of Commons, his Majeſty ſays 


=” „I have endeavoured, by every meaſure in my power, to diminith the burthens 
3 of my people. I loſt no time in taking the moſt decided meaſures for introducing 
8 a better economy in the expenditure of the army. „ 1 
IFN „ I have carried into trict execution the ſeveral reductions in my Civil Lift 


expences, directed by an act of the laſt ſeſſion. . I have introguced a further reform 
into other departments, and ſuppreſſed ſeveral ſinecure places in them. I have, by 
this means, ſo regulated my eftabiithment, that my expence ſhall not in future ex- 
ceed my income. | | | SOLE. N 
6 I muſt recommend to you an immediate attention to the great objects of the 
public receipts and expenditure, and above all, to the ſtate of the public debt. Not- 
withſtanding the great increaſe of it during the war, it is to be hoped that ſuch re- 
gulations may be till eſtabliſhed, fuch favings made, and future loans ſo conducted 
as to promote the means of its gradual redemption, by a fixed courſe of payment, I 
muſt, with particular earneſtneſs, diſtinguiſh, for your ſerious conſideration, that 
part of the debt which confifts cf Navy, Ordnance, and Victualling bills: the enor- 
mous diſcount upon ſome of theſe bills, ſhews this mode of payment to be a moſt 
ruinous expedient. 5 | 1 5 
„ I have ordered the ſeveral eſtimates, made up as correctly as the preſent prac- 
tice admits, to be laid before you. I hope that ſuch farther corrections as may be 
neceſſary, will be made before the next year. It is my deſire that you ſhould be | 
appriſed of every expence before it is incurred, as far as the nature of each ſervice —_ | 
can poſſibly admit. Matters of account can never be made tog public. | 
6 The regulation ot a vaſt territory in Aſia, opens a laige field for your wiſdom, 
prudence, and foreſight,” E EOS IS | 1 2 42 15 


For the fate of India, my Lords, I at this moment 4 
tremble. Where is the wiſdom, prudence, and foreſight of 74 
Miniſters with reſpect to that country? India, I fear, will, 5 
ere long, be Joſt to England. My lords, from your blind 
confidence in Miniſters, you will live to ſee this once vaſt and 
glorious Empire fall to pieces in their hands. _ pd 


« T truſt that you will be able to frame ſome fundamental laws, which may | 1 
make their connection with Great Britain a blefling to India; and that you will 
take therein proper meaſures. to give all foreign nations, in matters of foreign com- | 

merce, an entire and perfect confiience in the probity, punctuality, and good order (5 
of our government. You may be aſtured that whatever depends upon me ſhall be 
executed with a ſteadineſs, which can alone preſerve that part of my dominions, or 
the commerce which ariſes from it. : | ho HF: 1 5 
It is the fixed object of my heart to make the general good, and the true ſpirit F: 
of the Conſtitution the invariable rule of my conduct, and on all occaſions to ad- Fit 
vance and reward merit in every profeſſion. | FEE 1 
© To enſure the full advantages of a government conducted on ſuch prin— 
ciples depends on your temper, your wiſdom, your diſintereſteeſe, collectively and 
individually. PR | | | | 

My people expect theſe qualifications of you, and I call for them.“ 

My Lords, this is from the mouth of his Majeſty, and is 
the beſt reply that I can make to the injurious inſinuations 
againſt my motion. e 55 e 
Ihe Duke of Bedford ſaid, before they proceeded to the 
queſtion, he muſt advert to two or three things that had been 
thrown out that night. The noble Marquis was correctly in- 
„„ , | formed 
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dreſs of the Houſe, of the goth of December, had becn obtained. 
The Duke reminded the. noble Secretary of State, that when 
he brought down the Meſſage, and moved for it to be taken 
into conſideration on the Thurſday, he entreated that it might 
be deferred ull Monday, in order that he might have an op- 
portunity of writing to fuch noble Lords as he knew were 
gone out of town, and would be defirous of being preſent at 


the diſcuſſion, Finding that he could not prevail, and obtain 


a delay till Monday, he had begged the delay of a ſingle day 
only, and that Friday, inſtead of Thurſday, might be the dav. 


The noble Secretary of State would not, however, give way; 


though afterwards, finding he could not get the neceſſary pa- 


pers printed in time to lay them on the table, fo as to give no- 
ble Lords an opportunity of examinin 


S 4 
the next day came down, moved to diſcharge the order, and 


then moved that Friday ſhould be the day; by which means, 


in neither cafe, was there time ſufficient for htm to write to 


noble Lords, at a hundred miles diſtance, with the Icaſt chance 
of their being enabled to come to town ſo as to be preſent at the 
diſcuſſion. But under whatever circumſtances the Addreſs 


had been carried, and however deliberately, inſtcad of incon- 


ſiderate ly, adopted, it ſurely was no argument againſt reconſi- 
deration. There were now circumſtances that more powerfully 
called for the ſpecific interference of the Parliament, for it was 
only from the ſpecific interference of that and the other Houſe, 


that they could cheriſh any hope of forcing Miniſters to endea- 


vour to procure for the country the bleſſing of peace. He had 


before had occaſion to ſay, and it had been admitted, that to 


offer terms of peace was not to ſue for it. He thought hie 


could make it manifeſt, by the papers on the table, that Mi- 


niſters had not ſought for it in a way that could either prove 
to them, or to the people of England, that they were ſincere. 


The noble Duke referred to the correſpondence as laid upon 


the table; and contended, that when they called for a contre- 

projet, they had expreſsly declared, that the ſurrender of Bel- 
gium was the /ine qua non; and that might be conſidered as an 
ultimatum with reſpect to that particular point. And what 
more particularly demonſtrated the inſincerity of Miniſters, 
Was, their not inveſting the Miniſter with intelligible powers: 
for freſh inſtructions he had inceſſantly occaſion to fend his 
couriers; and when called upon to preſent his terms, he had 


none to offer , he mult firſt conſult his court; and he at length 


made a /ine qua non of a matter which they had previouſly de- 
clared they would not concede as a principle. He was glad to 


ſee 
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formed with reſpect to the indecent haſte with which the Ad- 


g them by Thurſday, he 
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ſee the noble Lord (Malmeſbury) in his place, who could. 


contradict the interpretation, if it was wrong. They proved 
then their inſincerity by not adopting an attainable ground, 
and aſſuming practicable principles. Now they declared that 
they adhered to the ſaine terms. In fine, he muſt make a de- 


| claration of a more forcible kind than any that he had ever 
before made in that Houſe, and for which he knew he ſhould 


incur much cenſure. It was, That from the bottom of his 


heart, and in his conſcience, he believed that his Majeſty's 
preſent Miniſters could not negociate a peace upon terms fo 
gooch as this nation had a right to expect, and as other perſons 
of more ſincerity, and of more capacity, were likely to obtain. 


The Earl of Carliſle faid, that when he was young in that 
Houſe, the doctrine was, that, upon every gracious commu- 


nication from the Sovereign, no time was to be loſt in ap- 


proaching the throne with an Addreſs of thanks. Were the 


times ſo changed as to make their gratitude and Joyalty a mat- | 


ter of charge and fuſpicion? When he was young too, it was 


a notion, that all men thought peace better than war; and 


that when ſuſpicions were entertained of the ſincerity of Mi- 


niſters, the reaſons of doubt and jealouſy were in decency 


ſtated. Such was the practice when he was young! He pro- 


fefled, upon his honour, he could not conceive a reaſon for 
ſuſpecting the fincerity of Miniſters in their wiſhes for peace. 


But as to the idea, that the conſideration of a Meſſage from his 
Majeſty was to be put off, becauſe noble Lords choſe to go out 
of town, and abſent themſelves from their duty, he never had 
before heard of ſo extraordinary a doctrine broached in Parlia- 


ment. While the Houſe continued to fit, it was the bounden 


duty of every noble Lord to attend in his place; and, except 
in caſes of indiſpoſition or ſome ſtrong neceſſity, no noble 
Lord was entitled to be abſent, much lets to urge a charge on 


his Majeſty's Minitters, or the reſt of the Houſe, becauſe they 


did not agree to an unuſual delay, merely to accommodate the 
convenience of individual Peers. | 


The Duke of Bedford reminded the noble Earl that this 


memorable Addreſs was voted at a ſeaſon of the year when 


Lords were uſually in the country, and that before the Meſ- 
fage was brought down, it was generally underſtood that no 


more buſineſs, that was likely to call for much debate, was 


to come on, Indeed, it was very unuſual for the Houſe 
to ſit longer than the 24th of December, previous to the Chriſt- 
mas recets; and therefore, under ſuch circumſtances, noble 
Lords who had gone out of town were ſurely excuſable. Mi- 


niſters, who muſt have been aware of the Meſſage being in- 


tended 
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tended to be brought down, ought to have given notice of it, 


at ſuch a ſeaſon, a day or two before-hand. Inſtead of that, as 
he had before ſtated, the noble Secretary of State brought IE 


down on a Monday, and named Thurſday for the conſidera- 


tion of it. It afterwards was deferred for a ſingle day; but 
when the Addreſs was voted, there were not more Peers pre- 
ſent than, the number of creations during the period of the pre- 


ſent Adminiftration. With reſpect to the ſincerity of Miniſ- 


ters, if the noble Lord was not cenvinced from the tenor of 
the late negociation, he deſpaired of perſuading him. 
The Marquis of Lan/down roſe to explain, and confirmed 


che ſtatement of the noble Duke, declaring that, when the 
Meſſage was brought down, he was at one hundred miles dif- 


tance, and had not expected any important buſineſs would 
have been forward at that ſeaſon ; therefore, although it may 


not, as the noble Earl had obſerved, be parliamentary to 


charge the abſence of a Peer as a circu mſtance of blame in Mi- 
niſters, their conduct had undoubtedly been queſtionable re- 
ſpecting the Addreſs, and he ſhould continue to think they 


had hurried ſo important a ſubject with indecent precipitancy. 


With regard to what had been ſaid by the noble Earl as to 
the exiſtence of no reaſon to ſuſpect the ſincerity of Miniſ- 
ters, the mere aſſertion that they had been fincere was no 
proof of the fact; and he begged leave to remind the noble | 
Earl, that laſt war he had himſelf been ſent on an embaſly of 


peace to America, and doubts were entertained to this day oi 
the ſincerity of that miſſion. 


The Earl of C:ventry, in a few words, declared, that the 


| Houſe could not agree to the motion of the noble Earl, with- 
out being guilty of the groſſeſt inconſiſtency. He defended 


the conduct of Lord Malmeſbury in the management of the 


late negociation ; denied that he had given in any ultimatum, 


and ſaid, it was obvious that the country would be liable to a 
ſtate of the moſt ſerious riſk, and be in a ſituation of perpetual 
danger, if the! fetherlands were ſuffered to remain in the 
hands of France. The Earl ſaid, he was old enough to re- 
member when France was nermitted. to retain Lorraine and 
Alface, which was at the time a matter of great public uneafi- 


neſs at home and abroad, and the ſubject of much argument 


and controverſy. Haw much more then ought the people of 


this country to be alarmed at the idea of the Auſtrian Nether- 
lands being ſuffered to remain in the pallcſhon, or even nnder 


the influence, of tlie French. 


Lord Grenville ſaid, he ſtill thought the Addreſs voted by 


the Houſe on the 3oth of December laſt was the beſt and only 


anſwer 
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anſwer that ought to be given to the noble Earl's motion. He 


did not, therefore, riſe to take up much of their Lordihips 
time, but merely to ſay a very few words to one or two points 
that had occurred in the courſe of the debate. A noble Duke, 


who ſpoke early (the Duke of Norfolk), had aſked why peace 


had not been treated for when the allies had carried victory be- 


fore them to the gates of Valenciennes? That queſtion had 
been anſwered again and again, viz. becauſe at that time ſuch 


was the ſtate of things in France, that it was impoſlible to treat 
at all; and it was alſo to be remembered, that Parliament was 
not ſitting at that yeriod of the year. With regard to the late 


negociation, and the aſſertion of the noble Duke, that Lord 


Malmeſbury had declared his ultimatum, by inſiſting on the 


ſurrender of Belgium, in the Auſtrian Netherlands, as a ine 


qua non, he did not know in what diplomatic dictionary noble 
Lords had found that a ne qua non was ſynonimous with an 
ultimatum. In all his refearches, as a publiciſt, he had never 

found that they were conſidered as /ynonimes. With reſpect 
to the conduct of the noble Lord who was entruſted with the 
late negociation, he was happy not only to declare that it was 
moſt able, moſt honourable to himſelf, and moſt ſatisfactory to 


thoſe who appointed hiin, but he could affert it as a notorious 


and unqueſtionable fact, that the conduct of the French Di- 
rectory in that negociation was loudly cenſured, not merely in 
one or two courts on the Continent, but in every corner of 

Europe, and the conduct ot his Majeſty, throughout the tranſ- 
action, as univerſally approved and applauded. The noble 


Duke had afferted with great folemnity, and, as he ſaid, for 


the firſt time, that his Majeſty's Miniſters could not make fo 
good a peace as others. Why he had ſaid, that this was the 
firſt time, he knew not; for all the tenor of his ſpeeches and 


motions, for the laſt four years, was to inſinuate the incapacity 


of Miniſters for their ſituations, and their inſincerity. The 
Houſe, however, thank God, with the exception of four or 
five Lords, had thought otherways, and he was confident that 
not only the Houſe, but the kingdom, could not think that 
the proper perſons to make peace were perſons agreeable to the 


enemy. If it was meant that his Majeſty's preſent Miniſters 


were not the perſons whom the enemy wiſh to treat with, he 
would readily admit the concluſion ; and he ſincerely hoped 


they would continue to act fo as to preſerve their claim to a 


compliment ſo honourable'to themſelves. 5 
The Duke of Bedford ſaid, that, unqueſtionably, he had 


never before declared that other perſons could make a better 


and a more honourable peace than his Majeſty's Miniſters, Hg 
Vor. II. 1797. F wa 
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was aware of the inferences that might be drawn from the de- 
claration now, but theſe he muſt incur. No man, who knew 
him, would believe that he made it from any perſonal view to 
: himſelf. The preſent was not the moment when Ln man 
could covet office. 
The Marquis of Lanſdoun faid, that the men proper to 


make peace were not lo much the men that the enemy might 


like, as the men that they could truſt. It was not favour that 
a fair encmy demanded ; it was candour. It was an obvious, 


plain-dealing ſincerity that they wanted, and that he believed 


they could not have in the preſent Miniſters of England. 
The Earl of JYarwick ſaid, he did not mean to intrude on 
their Lordſhips' patience but for a few moments. He ſaid, he 


had not the ſmalleſt doubt of the ſincerity of Miniſters with | 
reſpect to the late negociation, which had been conducted with 


the greateſt ability, judgment, and prudence, by the noble 
Lord who had been ſent to negociate, and who had moſt emi- 
nently diſtinguiſhed himſelf on the occaſion. His Lordſhip 


ſaid, conſidering the deſperate ſituation of the country, when 
_every heart and hand ought to unite in giving ſtrength to the 


Executive Government, he lamented extremely that noble 


Lords, of great weight and great talents, ſhould come down 


from time to time and make inflammatory ſpeeches, calculated 


26 alarm, terriſy, and depreſs the public mind. He knew, 


from his own acquaintance with people's opinion in the coun- 
try, that they were not inclined of themſelves to entertain 


gloomy apprehenſions. | hey were ready and willing, with 


true Britiſh ſpirit, to exert theraſelves individually to repel the 
enemy, it he ſhould dare to attempt an invaſion, and to be ac- 
tive in the defence of every part of the kingdom. Such 
ſpeeches, therefore, ashe had alluded to, could not but produce 
the moſt miſchievous effect, and did 1nore in jury to the common 
cauſe of the country, than, he believed, thoſe noble Lords 
who indulged in them could Fe imagine. With regard 
to himſelf, he but ſeldom troubled their Lordſhips ; but, as he 
Was upon his legs, he would take the liberty of declaring, that 


no man could act upon more independent principles than he 


did. e gave Mhnitters his ſupport, becauſe he had the jul! eſt 
confidence im their abilities, and in their integrity. He ſaw 

wiſdom and encigy in their meaſures, and ſhould oppoſe the 
- preſent motion, becauſe he bad not the ſmalleſt doubt of the 
ſincerity of Miniſters, and believed that they would gladly 


ſeize upqn every opportunity of making 928 on good and ho- 


nourable terms. 


Lord Clien (Earl of Barde) ſail, he alſo muſt. oppoſe 


die 
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the motion, bec auſe he faw no "ky that could reſult from it, | 
but much ill; The public mind was ſufficzeotly agitated al- 


ready, and he could not conſent to give the 7 Ohle new unca- 
fine's. | 
The queſtion was then put, and the Houſe vided, 
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Tnonspav, Afar cb": 23. . 44 576 
The Inn- keepers! Rate Bill Was read, a third)! time, and 


= 


119595 


RELIEF OF DEBTORS. 

The Houſe went into a Committee of the whole Houſl to 
conſider the Petition from the priſoners confined in the = wa 
of Lancaſter, pray ing for an additional allowance. . 

Colonel Stanley Yepreſented the increaſe which had” Haken 


place i in the price of every neceſſary of life ſince the allowance 


of four-pence had been fixed by the 2d of Geo. II. and the ne- 
ceſſity of increaſing the rate; he therefore moved, That an 


inſtruction be given to the Chairman to move the Houle for 

leave to bring in a Bill to increaſe it to {ixpence,” which was 
ſeconded by Sir Charles Bunbury, and agreed to. 
TIbe Houſe being reſumed, the repott vas Tecelveds and 


1 given to bring in tlie Bill. 
dir Charles Bunbury preſented. 2 Petition from upwards of 


| three hundred priſoners coyfined | in the £ King, 8 Bench, praying 


for a ſimilar increaſe, 
STATE OF IRELAND. 


Mr. For.“ Mr. Speaker, before I call the attention of : 


the Houſe to the ſubject of the motion, I this day propoſe 


382; 40: 


1 —— — 


and give it the advantage of an independent legiſlature, and 
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to ſubmit to its conſideration, it may be neceifary to make 
ſome apology tor the delay I have occaſioned by my want 
of perſonal attendance ; but when I remind the Houſe that 
J am obliged to attend an election Committee from ten 


_ o'clock in the morning to three in the afternoon, and that 


the interval between the adjournment of that Committee 
and the meeting of the Houſe, is ſcarcely ſufficient for re- 


freſhment and a flight attention to other avocations, I hope 
and truſt the Houſe will admit that ſtatement to be a ſuftci- 


ent apology. Having ſtated this, Sir, by way of excule tor 


my apparent careleſſneſs and diſreſpect, I ſhall now proceed 


to the buſineſs of the day. The buſineſs appears not only 


of importance in itſelf, but of urgency and preſſure in 
point of time. I do not wiſh to go into the hiſtory of all 
the cauſes which have produced the late unhappy alarms 
and diſcontents in ireland, and which have produced feelings 


alſo of a ſimilar kind in this country, but | think my- 


ſelf obliged to give ſome reaſons and why I confider it 


to the Houſe, why I feel it to be my duty to recommend 


ſome meaſures for the peace and preſervation of the country, 
to be the duty of the Houſe atterwards to conſent to the motion 
I mean to ſubmit. Firſt, I ſhall beg leave to call to the 
recollection of the Houſe, that in 1782, diſcontents of a 
_ ſimilar nature, and originating in the ſame grievances and 
cauſes of complaint, broke out in Ireland, when ſuch mea- 
ſures for allaying them were immediately adopted as at that 


time, and even now, provided they had been virtually and 


ſubſtantially enforced, appeared not only proper, but com- 
_ pletely ſufficient. "Thoſe meaſures were a direct and un- 
condi! nal recognition of the independence of Ireland, and 
a dire and unconditional recognition of the independent 
| legiſlature of that kingdom. Some perſons have ſince enter- 
_ tained doubts, whether that recognition was granted to Ire- 
land by this country, as a boon, or as a right; but without 
entering into any diſcuſſion, whether it was granted as a 
right, or as a boon, I have no difficulty in ſaying, that 1 
have always conſidered it as an act demanded by juſtice, 
rather tahnas a boon granted by policy. When the government 


of this country, however, thought fit to make that recogni- 
tion of the independence of Ireland, and the independence 


of the legiſlature, he ſhould have ſuppoſed that they did feel 


themſelves bound to follow up the principle, by making it 
completely independent, and by piving it the advantages 
of an independent legiſlature. Make Ireland independent, 


you | 
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you will reſtore the cordial affection which is ſo eſſentially 
neceſſary to the intereſts of both kingdoms. To thoſe who 
conſidered the principle laid down by that recognition, to be 
a perfect recognition of the independence of Ireland and of 
its legiſlature, and ſtill more, to thoſe who conſidered that 


recognition as a boon, it muſt appear, that, notwithſtanding 
that dire& and unconditional recognition of the independence 


of Ireland, the ſame ſeeds of diſcontent, and planted on the 


fame grounds cf complaint, exiſting before that recognition, 


which the recognition was intended to remove, have grown 
up to the prelent very alarming height. I am no well-wiſher 


to the diiſentions prevatling in Ireland—far from it; but be- 
fore they are haftily and inconſiderately reprobated, I do 
| think it the duty of every man, to enquire how it happened, 
that the meafurcs i havealluded to for deſtroying them, did 
not produce the ſalutary effects for which they were intended, 
and whether the complaints may not be founded on ſome 
actual grievance. I therefore think it my duty to attract 
the attention of the tiouſe to the preſent ſtate of Ireland, 
ſince without any partiality or prejudice whatever, every 
_ one muſt allow it to be in a ſtate of violence and peril, when 
the country is divided into two parties, one of which is 
actually commencing meaſures of great rigour and coercion, 
to ſubdue the diſcontented, as they are called by ſome people 
who are more temperate in their opinions and expreſſions, _ 
and the diſaitected, by others. Whether the people of Ire- 


land, however, be diſcontented with certain partialities, or 


wholly diſaffected to the Government of this country, every 
one malt know. that the proſperity and adverſity of both 


kingdoms are fo interwoven and blended together, that the 
misfortunes of either muſt be felt by both. Every man 
mult know, therefore, that it is the intereſt and duty of this 
country, to endeavour to provide a remedy for any diſcontent 
or diſaffection in the ſiſter kingdom. With reſpect to the 


accounts which we have received of the preſent ſtate of Ire- 


land, we all know, that however magnified or diminiſhed 
they may be, they are ſufficient to ſhew, that a great part 
of that kingdom is in a ſtate of diſcontent and diſturbance. 
Here then it may ſeem neceſſary to enquire into the cauſes 
of that diſcontent and diſturbance; but, as J ſaid before, 


however circumſtances may have contributed to produce 
that evil, I ſhall confine myſelf to general principles, and 
enter only into the diſcuſſion of two or three leading points. 
If, in the conſideration of the Government of this country, 


it acted wiſely and juſtly to check the riſing diſcontents of 


8 Ireland. 
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Ireland, by a formal recognition of its independence, how 
happens it that the diſcontents have tince revived ?— The 
reaſon is ſelf-evident. Ircland was recognized to be an in- 
| depend. nt people, and to have an independer.: leg iſlature in 
form; but this independence was never recognized in lub- 
ſtance. "The great principle of the reco gnition was to give 
the large bo: 'y ehe people of Ireland a voice in the nomi- 
nation of its lJegilin ture; and I defire any man who finds that to 
be the hatre of the r. cgnitlon in tom, to look nd tell me 
whether he can fnd in {ur Fance alio, or whether the ;eal 
inde :pendence and intercits of te large body of the people 
of Ireland have been virtually and ſubilsnci 1a!y promoted by 
that recornition. That is oe point to which I wiſh to call 
the attention of the Houſe. We all know that a great 
proportion, about 5-Cths of the people in Ireland profeſs the 
Roman Catholic religion; that theſe people were excluded 
rom any nomination in the le egiſſature among many other 
partial exciuſions, and thai at length they ay plied for dome 
conceſſions. Some conceitinns were granted, and the re- 
peal of the 6th of George 9 tus one conceſſon made to- 
|, wards the eſtabliſhment ot : indepen: ut Iriſh legiſlature. 
lere it was necetlary hen k UT enge 'e wicther the conceſ- 
| ſions made by the Government of this country to reconcile” 
the people of Ireland, accompliihed all the purpoſes for 
Which they were provided, and it it appears upon examina- 
tion to thoſe perſons who do not miſtake paper regulations 
and theoretical privileges for Fin Government, acts of 
Parliament for acts of real policy and juſtice, that the Ca- 
tholics, and great body of the people of Ircland, ſuffer as 
ſevere a a perſecution as they did betore any recognition was 
made or any conceſſions granted, I hope they will allow 
there may be ſome ſatisfactory reaſon given why the ſame 
_ diſcontent ſhould prevail. Theſe are the two principal 
points I mean to diſcuſs ; but | know here is another Kt. 
content unconnected with the Catholics; I mean the diſ- 
contents of the lower claſſes of people in the north of Ire- 
land, and | know there are ſome people in the Houſe, who 
when the north of Ireland is mentioned, will be likely to 
lend a leſs favourable ear. Whatever may be the opinions 
of any perſon reſpecting the conduct of the people in the 
north ot Ireland, the diſcontents of no claſs of men whatever 
ougnht to be viewed with that averſion, which will not ſub- 
mit to impartial examination, and I cannot much admire 
the wiſdom of thoſe by whom ſych prejudices are made rules 
of conduct. J do not think it very Prudent, Sir, nor very 
politic 
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politic to neglect any meaſures of conciliation. When 


Gentlemen conſider the calamities which the people in the 


north of reland have ſuffered by the war with France, a 
war in which they Were involved without intereſt in the 
conteſt, when they conſider the dreadful effects which the 


proſecution of that war has had upon the manufactures of 
the north of [reland : ; when they conſider the various and ma- 
nifold conſtitutional grievances Which the people of he 


north of Ireland ad ür under, and remember that other 


ſtrong and juſt cauſes of complaint, the complete dependence 

of their legiſlature on The Executive Government of this 
country, keeping i in ren GRIN that though a recognition 
of their independence has been made in form, the independ- | 


. ence of the props. and the legnlature does not reſemble it 
in effect and tubltance, they ma) think the people in the 
north of Ireland have bs r-aſon to be diſcontented. But 
unfortunately, by the legiilature not virtually repreſenting 
ihe people of Ireland, the people of Ireland are as little 
ſharers in ths (overnment and controul of themſelves and 
their intereſts as if they lived under any monarchy however 


abſolute and deſpotic. Theſe are the points to which 1 


ſolicit the attention of the Houſe ; they are the ſame points 
which were firſt brought forward in 1782, when in point 


of form they obtained that recognition of independence to 
which I have alluded, though in point of fat the independ- 


_ ence of Ireland upon Great Britain in ſubſtance and effect 
was not produced. Fortunate would it have been for both 
countries, if the language of diſcontent were not ſupported 
by proof, fortunate 2 e would it have been if 
the [riſh Houſe of Commons had not purſucd the meaſures 
which provoke this diſcontent, and Juitited the complaints 
againſt it; but molt fortunate would it have been, if the re- 


cognition of the independence of Ireland ha ad been fully, : 


| completely, and ſubſtantially eſtabliſhed. Without entering 


into particulars, it is impoſſible Nog to obſerve one or two _ 


ſtriking events which have taken place. At the time of the 
indiſpolition of his Majeſty, the legiſlature of ireland cen- 


ſured the lord lieutenant for his conduct, and declared their 


opinion of it in the moſt decided manner; and yet ſuch 
was the tranſitory and capricious nature of things, that in 
2 ſhort time after, and under the very ſame lord lieutenant, 

the influence of the Executive Government was fo much 
encreaſed, that the Parliament in Ireland retracted their 
opinions, and uaſaid all that they had ſaid. Now can any 


man 


tenant. PLE | FE. 05 . ä LY | 
In the following ſeſſion, they applied to the Crown, who 
recommended their emancipation to the Iriſh Houſe of 
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man be ſo wilfully perverſe and blind, can any man ſo ſhut 
himſelf up in forms, as not to obſerve ſuch monſtrous and 
flagitious conduct? To ſhew to what an enormous extent 


the ſyſtem of enſlaving has been carried, I ſhall remind the 


_ Houſe that half a million of money was once expended to 
quell a trifling oppoſition ; and a perſon once publicly de- 
_ clared, that as much more ought to be applied in the ſame 
Way. It has furthermore been aſlerted, and offered to be 
_ proved by a very reſpectable and well-informed gentleman, 
I ſuppoſe I may mention him, (Mr. Grattan), that there had 
been a direct ſale of Peerages in Ireland, to make a purſe to 
repreſent, or rather, and more truly and emphatically ſpeak- 
ing, to miſrepreſent the people! Such was the notorious na- 
ture of the legiſlature in Ireland; and people of unimpeached 
character, of unblemiſhed morals, of great property, the 


ſtricteſt integrity, and as much alarmed at the danger of an 


Invaſion or inſurrection, as any alarmiſt of this or that 
country, and equally ready too, perhaps, to hazard all for 
the defence of their country in the hour of danger, had of- 
| fered to prove it. I know ſome meaſures have been taken 
ſince to reduce the influence of the Executive Government of 
this country over the legiſlature of Ireland; but, notwith- 
ſtanding I feel very little difficulty in ſaying, that a minority 
of the Iriſh Houſe of Commons little ſhort of a majority, are 
entirely depending on the Crown, and ſuch a minority as 
makes the Parliament of Ireland dependent, not upon the 
Parliament of Great-Britain, for that would be the lefler 


evil of the two, but upon the Executive Government. The 
firſt petition of the Catholics for emancipation was preſented 


to the Iriſh Houſe of Commons, which, if that Houſe were. 
Independent of the government of Great-Britain, and free 
for the purpoſe of indulgence, it might have been expected, 
not only to treat with kindneſs, but in ſome part to grant. 
The Iriſh Houſe of Commons, however, were not content 
with doing nothing, but they added inſult to wrong, by a 

poſitive rejection. In the enſuing ſeſſion, the Catholics re- 


newed their application, but directed it through another 
channel, which failed under the influence of the Lord Lieu- 


Commons, and then the very Parliament which had before 


denied, rejected, and inſulted the petition, recommended, 
influenced, and carried it. When I ſtate theſe tranſaQtions, 
| e I certainly 
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I certainly approve the ſecond conduct more than the firſt 
though I do not think it neceſſary to expreſs what may be 
my approbation or di ſapprobation of either meaſure, but 1 
ſtate them to ſhew that the di contents of the people of Ire- 


land are not wholly groundleſs, and that they are not com- 


poſed of that empty cant and nonſenſe which ſome people 


may imagine. How far the two conceſſions have been at- 


tended by the deſired effects, are circumſtances which may 
be conſidered in another part ; but while the Executive 


Government of this country is creating the cauſes of diſcon- . 


tent in Ireland, it ſeems neceſſary to exculpate the people of 
Ireland from the whole of the blame, and trace the evil to 
its ſource. Having ſhewn, therefore, how far government 
has been culpable in this point, I ſhall not ſtate any more 


upon it. Subſequent events have occurred of no leſs im- 


portance. Before the appointment of Lord Fitzwilliam to 
be Lord Lieutenant of Ireland, we know there was no vote 
of emancipation in idea, but when my noble friend's ap- 
pointment to the government of lreland was agreed upon, 


the whole country knew he came prepared, with the concur- 


rence of the king's Miniſter, to emancipate the Catholics, | 
and that ſuch an emancipation was finally expected. Now, 
however my noble friend may have been inclined to impeach 
his former ſyſtem of politics, I believe it will be allowed on, 
every part, that he was the moſt popular perſon that ever 
preſided over the Iriſh adminiſtration; and one great cauſe. 
of his popularity, however high his perſonal character might 
de, was the knowledge of the meaſures with which he came 
commiſſioned. Yet after the votes had been given for the. 
Catholic emancipation, Lord Fitzwilliam was difmitled. and 
the Parliament of Ircland rejected the very emancipation 


which before it was prepared to grant. It is poſhble, there-. 


fore, this general opinion of the people of Ireland with re- 
ſpect to the duplicity of Great-Britain in granting in form,, 
what it rejected and annulled in ſubſtance, has not a little 
contributed to that diſcontent and diſaffection for the Britiſh: 
Government, which now unhappily prevail. It is to be 
_ obſerved, that the men in lreland are of very different clailes, 


among "hich the loweſt in general are of the Catholic per- 5 


ſuaſion, of unenlightened minds, ignorant of the principles. 
and proceedings of government, and caſily miſled. Put it 
is well known, that in the northern counties there are ſome. 


of the beſt informed and moſt enlightened men, which any, 
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age or country has produced, who, well acquainted with the 
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different forms and principles of government, and ſenſible 
of the conſtitutional grievances they ſuffer, have endea- 


voured to redreſs them. What has happened then in confe- 
_ quence of their complaints of theſe conſtitutional grievances? 
But as if nothing was wanting to provoke the union of Ire- 
land, the people of Ireland are not only left: unredreſſed 
under their conſtitutional grievances, but they are made to 
feel them. Therefore a plan has been formed by govern- 
ment to make the Catholics a party againtt the other mal- 
rontents, which will eventually produce the effect I wiſh 
for, a complete and perfect union. When | ſpeak fo, | mult 
beg to deprecate the idea, which might imply thereby that L 
am a friend to the maxim of © Divide et [mpera,” my opi- 


nion, in the preſent caſe, is the reverſe; and inſtead of 


thinking, that the beſt way to retain and govern Ireland 
would be to divide and govern, I think the beſt practice you 


could poſlibly ſuggeſt to make Ireland happy in herſelf and 
ſtrengthen her connection with this country, would be to 
unite all claſſes in reciprocal benevolence and equal repre- 


| ſentation. But ſurely, Sir, it does ſeem a little extraordinary 
that government ſhould be purſuing meaſures as if they 
_ wiſhed to divide the Catholics, and arm them againſt the 
other claſſes, at the very time when the ſame government 
has expreiled openly, eagerly, and violently a reluctance to 
granting conceſſions to the Catholics, which it formerly held 
forth, and when ſome perſons in the legillature have openly 
| contended, that the former conceſſions were merely a tem- 
porary pacification, and have expreſſed a hope that an oppor- 
tunity may arrive when they may be recalled. Soon after 
the expected emancipation was retracted, a violent difpoſi-* 
tion againſt the Catholics was manifeſt; and the Houſe need 
not be informed, that the people were taken up and com- 
mitted for High Treaſon, who, when put upon their trial, 
were acquitted, and not only acquitted, but even found o 
innocent of the charge, that there was no ground for proſe- 
cution. Their acquittal, however, and the total want of 


ground for proſecution was not ſufficient, for govermnent 


yet continued to diſplay an hoſtile mind, and the Catholics 
were ſtill made objects of perſecution. They were not only 
made the victims of public proſecutions but of private ani- 
moſities; and theſe proceedings produced ſuch diſcontents 


that the government was now obliged to reſort to remedies 


to violent, that, inſtead of Aer aeg the diſorder, they tended 


to 
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to foment it. In various places perſons have been ſet aſide 
without any allegation, oaths have been taken againſt thoſe 
whoſe conduct could by any means be criminated by evi- 


dence, and thoſe perſons who were ſuſpected, but againſt 


whom no evidence could be produced, were immediately 
tranſported without the form or ſhadow of a trial. The par- 


ties concerned in theſe ſummary proceedings were conſcious 


that they acted without any legal ſanction, and as they 


wanted a law to juſtify them in ſuch caſes for the future, and 


indemnify the n for the paſt, they applied to Parliament for 


that purpoſe. The act known by the name of the Inſur- 
rection act.“ was then paſſed, Whereby the officers of the 
Executiue Power have been enabled, on the plea of inſur- 
rection and diſturbance, to diſpenſe with all the forms of 


trial and conviction. By ſuch means did the government ac- 
quire a taſte for violent meaſures, with which it at preſent 


appears delighted; and they may now reap an harveſt which 
has ſprung up from the ſeeds they have ſown. Another law 


has been ſince paſſed, nearly as objectionable as the former. 
This I mention merely to ſhew how pregnant and inefficaci- 


_ ous all violent meaſures are, and the gradual progreſſion muſt 
be from bad to worſe. The act which J refer to is, the at 


to prevent the uſe and reteniion of arms by thofe perſons 


who ſhall be declared by government to be in a ſtate of 


_ diſturbance. Whoever reads that act will find, that, as far 


as the law and power of the Executive government can pre- 
_ vail in ſuch a pariſh or county, as ſhall be ſo declared to be 


in a ſtate of diſturbance, no perſon can be armed, or have 


arms in their cuſtody, except with the approbation of the 
government. Thus it happened, they had taken meaſures 


beyond the rigour of the law for ſtifling the complaints in the 
North, and they afterwards found their meaſures to be ſo 


bad, that inſtead of deſtroying the old, they engendered new 
diſorders ; and thus they proceeded from one violence to 


another, till they were driven to exerciſe the moſt deſperate 
reſtrictions. Can theſe ſhort-ſighted men imagine that the 


danger they deſcry in a body of armed peaſantry will be 
cured by taking the arms away. They muſt be miſerable 
politicians if they do, and this is a ſtrong, ſingular, and effi- 
cacious inſtance of their weakneſs. They knew that ſome 


perſons in that country entertained certain old religious pre- 
Judices, and they fooliſhly imagined that theſe preju- 


dices would operate to prevent an union. For my own | 
part I candidly confeſs, 1 ſhould be ſorry if it were ſo, be- 
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cauſe Jam clearly of opinion there can be no good government 
where ſuch prejudices exiſt to prevent ſuch a union. It is mo- 
rally impoſſible ! But only conſider, Sir, from whom they 
expect this co-operation ! It is from the Catholics, from a ſet 
of men who muſt no longer hope any further conceſſions wil! 
be granted to them, and who are to be for ever diſabled from 


i; obtaining a redreſs of their grievances, by having the doors ſhut 
4 againſt all conciliation. | is 5 

1 So much with regard to the grievances of the Catholics — 
i here are' many perſons who think the Catholics have no. 
0 grievances; who contend, that what few grievances they had 
1 have heen redrefled ; and that they have had conceded to them 
N ſuch privileges as ought to make them perfectly content. The 
Fu Catholics, you are now told, can vote for the nomination of 
| members in Parliament; and the only excluſion they ſuffer is 

g from filling offices of a higher claſs in the State, and occupying 
i _ a ſeat themſelves in Parliament. If that be the only excluſion 
1 they labour under, and, for the ſake of arguing upon it, I will 
| Teadily admit it is: on what principles of juſtice, on what prin- 

f _ ciples of legiflation, ought they to ſuffer. that? The Catho- 
1 lics conſiſt of five-tixths of the people of Ireland; and on what 
8 principle of juſtice or legiſlation ought five-fixths of the people 


to be excluded from a ſhare in the government and legiſlature, 
wherein the controul of their property is veſted} It it be 
urged that they ought to be excluded on a principle of policy, 
+ will aſk, what but an hoſtile mind, or a ſuſpicion of jea- 
louſy, or ſome other narrow and intereſted motive, could 
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fſcorm ſuch a principle? But, in other points, of view, I beg 

| leave to aſk, whether it can ever be ſuppoſed that any ſet of 

| _ perſons would fer] an affection or intereſt for the preſervation: 

if of that government, in which they are excluded from a ſhare WF 
bl pf action, honour, and emolument? I am aware, in putting, + 
| this queſtion, of the ſort of reply I may expect to receive. 1 2 


am aware that jomebody may 1ife up, and ſay, „Oh, what 

| yau aſk for liberty, but vou mean power !” Yes, I freely 

| _  Confeſs, I do aſk for liberty ; and, in doing fo, I comprite 

| power, honour, and emolument. What other political ſecurity 

is there for the preſervation and continuance of the liberty you- 
grant me, If I am not provided with ſufficient weight and autho- 

" pity toguard it? I do ſay, that, without a fair Fee of power 

and emolument, I have no political ſecurity whatever for the 
continuation of my rights; and he who diſtinguiſhes between 

them can have no ſound regard for the feelings of mankind 
Lt is true, you may give liberty without power or emolument. 

but in what manner do you give it? With a reſervation to 

"> ik ' yourſelf 
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yourſelf of retracting it to-morrow, if you pleaſe. Power, 


| therefore, is the only ſecurity for political liberty. And how 
are you to give this or that liberty, or take away this or that 


reſtriction, if not according to the opinion and with the con- 
ſent of the number and weight of the majority of the people. 
Yet here is the great maſs and body of the people deſtitute of 


giving that opinion and aſſent; and till you give them that ſe- 


curity, they are in poſſeſſion of no reſource, have no voice in 
the legiſlature, no ſhare in the government, to defend their 


property from the attacks of power, or preſerve their intereſts _ 
| from becoming a ſacrifice to others' indiſcretion. Some may 


fay, it is baſe to ſeek for perſonal emolument. It is certainly 
ſo with regard to individuals in oppoſition to the general inte- 


reſt; but the caſe is very different when a great body is con- 


cerned. The expence and burthens of the State fall upon the 


people, and it is no more than fit that the money ſhould be 
again, in part, expended among the people; and as all public 
benefits muſt be diſtributed among private individuals, is it 


unfair that ſome of the people who have contributed to ſupply 


_ thoſe benefits ſhould be comprifed in the participation? But 
when I conſider with whom we are to argue and diſpute this 
matter, the diſtinction becomes nugatory and ridiculous: for 


with whom do we argue and diſpute the point, but with the 
preſent monopoliſts of emolument and power; men who are in 


poſſeſſion of lucrative offices, and have obtained the reverſions 


of more for theinſelves and families, and who endeavour to ac- 


quire an influence over corrupt boroughs, that they may obtain 

more offices, and more reverſions? Yet theſe are the people 
who exclaim, Oh! you daſe Catholics, you are coveting 
_ emolument and power! Are you not aſhamed, you perverſe 
generation! Do you not knew that it is wicked, mean, and 
diſgraceful,” to urge ſuch purſuits?” Really, Sir, it is con- 
_ temptible to argue in this manner. The Catholics are men, 
and are to be governed as human nature requires to be govern- 
ed. The expence of maintaining all governments muſt be 
conſiderable, and that of Ireland is certainly not a model of 
_ exconomy. Of the emoluments ariſing out of the eſtabliſh- 


ments of government the Catholics have a juſt right to partici- 
pate; and for a ſmall and intereſted majority to imagine that 
they can monopolize all theſe advantages to themſelves, is a 
pretenſion which will not be admitted. Mankind are not to 


de treated in this manner; and it is not nows a- days that ſuch 


claims will paſs current in the world. The loyalty and acti- 


vity of the Catholics, upon the late attempted invaſion, is now 


the theme of the higheſt panegyric ; but it is empty, unavail- 


ing 
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a ing praiſe; /audatur ct alget is the ſituation of the Catholic 
we loyalty. If the Catholics conſtitute the majority of the people 
\_- of Ireland, they ought to be put upon a total equality with the 
minority; and unleſs any man watched to what church ano- 
ther went, or in what manner he ſaid his prayers, no religious 
diſtinction in a civil capacity ought to be known. This is a 
propoſition ſo palpable and convincing, and fo extremely ne- 
ceſſary at this crifis, that I think it ought to be aſſented to witit 
joy, if not with ſomething like gratitude. So much for the 
Catholics. Now, Sir, in regard to the Proteſtants, for I ſha]! 
continue to call the Preſbyterians and Diſſenters fo, according 
to the eſtabliſhed uſage of this country, though the word, I 
underſtand, has fallen into ſuch diſgrace and diſuſe in Ireland, 
from the behaviour of thoſe Proteſtants who adhere to the te- 
[nets and ceremonies of the Church of England, that an Iriſh- 
men of a different perſuaſion diſdains to call Diſſenters by that 
name. | fay, Sir, with regard to them, and of what they 
complain, although no Teſt Act is neceſſary for the preſerva- 
tion of the Church in Ireland, as it is thought neceſſary for the 
_ preſervation for the Church of England, by excluding them 
from enjoying offices in Government; yet, by the preſent. 
Conſtitution of the Government and the Legiſlature, they are 
denied an equal ſhare in the repreſentation. Here it will be 
proper for me to ſtate what I ſtated before, in reſpect to the 
policy of refuſing the Catholics that equality. I do not pre- 
tend to be very. accurate in the hiſtory of Iriſh repreſentation, 
and if 1 have been miſinformed, I truſt I ſhall be corrected; 
but the chief part of the right of appointing the Irith legiſla- 
ture, as 1 underſtand, except the counties, remains in the 
hands of what is called © Cloſe Corporations.” If that be 
true, it is then evident that theſe Cloſe Corporations will ad- 
mit no Catholics; and thus, whatever may have been the form 
of the conceſſions which you have made to thoſe people, you 
have given them a power which by practice you defeat. How- 
ever ſuch conceſſions, therefore, may appear on paper, they 
they are in ſubſtance and in virtue inefficient, and conſequent- 
ly the perſons who thought thoſe conceſſions would be ſatis- 
factory and concluſive, might be great theoriſts, but they were 
bad philoſophers. If I am aſked, what 1 would do for the 
Proteſtants? I would reply, that Government is full of abuſes, 
Without the means of redrefling them; and the firſt ſtep to- 
wards a general conciliation would be, by a ferious attempt to 
reform the repreſentation. Then, if I am told that it is 
thought unpardonable, at ſuch a time, to take meaſures for 
| | . improving 
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improving the liberty of the people, I will recur to the prac- 

tice of former tinies. who . e 
Mla⸗nkind being generally governed by prejudices, I do 
not mean in any improper ſenſe of the word, but prejudices 


of authority, rather than of reaſon ; I apprehend parties of We 
different prejudices of that nature, will not join fo ſoon in ac- . 
quiring 2 new good, as reſiſting a new evil; and therefore ja 
Government ought to be cautious how it proceeds in the 14 
practice of meaſures replete With duplicity and wrong. But 1 
if the reverſe of that propoſition be true, all argument is at Wit 
an end. No man will think, that when lreland was conquered | i 
by King William, and made dependent on Great Britain, ! kd 
that the principles which dictated the-{yſtem of legiſlation 1 
and Government in that country, were the ſame then as 14 
now. When [reland was conquered by the arms, exertion, | | 
and abilities, of that great prince, the country was in ſuch _ ? \ | 
a ſituation as might render it neceſſary to make ſome accom- 81 
modation to the prejudices of the people, and preſerve ſuch H 
a ſyſtem as it might be wiſe and neceſſary now to deſtroy. 1 
The laws which had before that been in force, it might a 
then appear right for a limitted time at leaſt to continue, 1 
though | never can conceive that any thing can juſtify the 1195 
preſervation of thoſe laws which are not worth the preſerva= nn 
tion. Whatever might be the wiſdom, policy, or motives a 


of our anceſtors, for preſerving the old abuſes of the Govern- 
ment of Ireland, and gradually ſuperinducing new ones, I 
cannot conceive, but that as the ſtate is now formed upon 
Engliſh prejudices and opinions, and has been gradually 30 
uniting itſelf to thoſe prejudices and opinions that the peo- '; 
ple of ireland, the great body i mean, muſt wiſh to have the 
conſtitution of great Britain, not letter by letter, but virtually 
And ſubſtantially the ſame as this country. Is any man pre- 
pared to deny that to be the caſe ? | admit that whatever abuſes 
there may be in the preſent conſtitution of ireland, there are 
abuſes in the conſtitution of this country alſo; and I Kno-. 
that it has been a matter of ddiſcuſſion among ſome men, 
whether thoſe abuſes ought not to be reformed ? but without 
agents bg preſent with the propriety or impropriety of 
ſuch a reform, I muſt aſſert, that 1 know no better mode of 
making thoſe perſons ſatisfied with our ſyſtem of Govern- 
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ment, than by changing it with lreland, and putting them 1 
under all the grievances of that conſtitution. Some perſons 1 
have gone far enough to ſay, that if there be not an actual re- | 
preſentation of-all the people of this country, there is at leaſt 4 
VCC e a virtual 1 
| 1 
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a virtual repreſentation of them ; and one honourable Gen- 


tleman, who is hoſtile to reform, I recollect, declared, that he 
ſhould have no objection to the county of Middleſex return- 


ing the whole of the members of Great Britain to Parlia- 
ment, if thoſe members virtually and effectually performed 


all the functions. That condition was very prudently inter- 
| poſed; and certainly ſo long as the Parliament of Great 


Britain i is free in its exerciſe, and does duly and truly regard 


the intereſts and welfare of the people, it may not be very 
material in what manner it is choſen. This, however, is 


not the caſe with Ireland; for the conduct of the repreſenta- 5 


tives, as they are called, is ſo indecent there, that they prac- 


tice one uniform ſyſtem of jobbing, and make every thing 
ſubſervient to private profit and emolument inſtead of pub- 


lic benefit. To ſuppoſe, therefore, that ſuch men can long 
_ govern a well-informed and enlightened people againſt all 
their prejudices of authority and reaſoning, is not. warranted 
by any practice. Let us recollect that the war in which we 
are unfortunately {till engaged, has not only occaſioned a. 


heavy impoſition of burthens, and drawn, large ſupplies from 
this country, but has done the ſame in Ireland alſo, And 
what is the conſequence ? Why, in conſequence of their con- 
ſtitutional grievances, their excluſion irom any ſhare in the 


Government or legiſlature, and the dreadful effects of the 

war upon their manufacturers, the people in the north of 

| Ireland are now in a ſtate of open diſcontent, which compel 
Jou to take the ſame part as in 1774 you took in America, 
© either to attempt to ſubdue them by force, or endeavour to 
conciliate them. That the circumſtances between the pre- 
ſent diſcontents in the north of Ireland, and the diſcontents in 


1774 in America, are different, every man is ready to admit; 


although upon minute compariſon there may be found moxe 
_ ſimilarity than many people would at firſt imagine. The re- 
| mote ſituation of America, and the extent of country over 


which its population was ſcattered, might render it more 


difficult to ſubdue the diſcontents there than in Ireland. But 
I remember the time when that weapon was in the hands of 
a contrary army. I remember when ſome perſon ſtood up in 
the Houſe and ſaid that the Americans could not reſiſt this 
country, that it would be impoffible for them to reſiſt it, and 
that with one company or regiment of grenadiers, | forget 


which, we might go fiom one end of America to the other. 
I remember alſo i in the ſame year 1774, 1 was the firſt per- 
ſon who ſpoke in this Navle, of my 2pprohenſion of an 

American 
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American war, and the expreſſion was treated by ſome per- 
ſon on the other ſide as abſurd and ridiculous, for he conſi- 


which he looked on only as the momentary inſurrection of a 
mob at Boſton. There may be ſome perſons of the ſame 


in ireland are exaggerated and unfounded, and I am ſure I 


truth of my accounts, and 1 have great reaſon to dread it. 


their wealth and influence were able to prevent it. But, 


ö 


N LEY: | «© Stultitiam patiuntur opes.“ EO 
Elſe when they have the experience of the American war be- 
fore them, and when they know that one cauſe of that war 
was the excluſion of the Americans from a ſhare in the legiſ- 


Tzu 
VE EEO 


ſame fatal and deſtructive ſyſtem. 1 wiſh to know what is 
to be their final reſource '—They have already recurred to 
vigorous meaſures. They have tried them, and they have fail- 


_ pariſh or a diſtrict which is in a ſtate of diſturbance, but a 
whole county. Thatlarge and populous county, the county 


Counts, is at prefent under martial law: and every perſon 
| knows very well how martial law is exerciſed. Martial 
law has been very ably defined by an energetic author. A 


neral Gage, ſtated the expediency of difarming the people 
in Maſſachuſett's Bay. Now I am of opinion, that if thoſe 
people had been left armed, the misfortunes of the American 


ple may refiſt the operations of the Executive power, al- 
though they are diſarmed; and whether they be or be not 
Tucceſsful in their reſiſtance, I hope it will be admitted 
that they may be aided and aſffiſted by external force. in 


thought that France would not let lip the opportunity of 


Vol. II. 1797. | EN ſiſtance, 


dered it mighty hyperbolical to call that an American war 


deſcription now in the Houſe, who may think the diſcontents 


hope to God their thoughts may be juſtified, and that | may 
not have the fact in my favour. But | certainly do dread the 


When | ſee thoſe people apprehend a civil war, who by 


lature and the King's councils, it is hardly poflible to 
conceive how they can be ſo infatuated as to perſiſt in the 


cd. If my information be correct, Sir, it is no longer a 


of Down, I underſtand from various but concurring ac 


law whereby the power of the Executive Government is 
every thing—the rights of the people nothing.” In reſpeC&t 
to the diſarming of the people in the county of Down, 1 re- 

member a ſimilar caſe at the beginning of the diſcontents 
in America. A letter from the Earl of Dartmouth to Ge- 


war would not have been accelerated as they were. Peo- 


the beginning of the American war, | know ſome people 


diſtretfing this country, by lending America her aid and aſ- 
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ſiſtance, of which opinion I was one, while foine perſons 


thought ſhe would not interfere, and others were doubtful, 
Here, however, it is not ſo; For I believe no man enter- 
tains a doubt of the will ind readineſs of France to diſtreſs 
us at this moment, by lending her afhiſtance to the diſcon- 


tented in Ireland, if her aſſiſtance be required, and an oppor- 


tunity occurs. For argument ſake, however, I will ſup- 
poſe that all the meaſures of the executive power to ſubdue 


the diſcontents are ſucceſsful, and that they effectually diſ- 


arm the people in the north of Ireland. What are they to 
do en? Can they keep them diſarmed? I fear a great body 


of people are to be kept conſtantly diſarmed only by a con- 


tinual armed force, and I doubt wheiher in peace, this 


country or Ircland be able. to ſubſiſt a ſufficient army for 
that purpoſe. But ſuppoſe it were, do you hope to gain the 


minds of men by the bayonet ; or will you ſhew men they 
are free by excrciling martial law? When you have terrified 


men for a certain time, do you think they are ſubdued? J 
| believe you will find that a country may be terrified at times 
by proſecutions, and perſecutions, but it will never be ſub- 


dued in that manner, or Ireland would have been ſubdued 


long ago. But I believe there is a dillike againſt the people 
of the north of Ireland, becauſe they are a part of the old 
leaven which reſcued this country from the deſpotic chains 
of Charles I. and James II. But let it be remembered that 
that old leaven fermented, kneaded the Britiſh Conſtitution, 
and placed the preſent family upon the throne. I know or 
no better leaven; but we will ſuppoſe they carry it to excels; 
to exceſſes of ſuch a kind, I confeſs, I ſhould feel inclined 
to be ſomewhat partial. But ſuppoſe they have. carried then 


to ſuch an extent; have they had no reaſon? I am told, 


that the mode now adopted i it this, to declare a county out of 
the King's peace, it is neceſſary that the magiſtrates ſhould 


certiſy; many of the magiſtrates are not natives of Ireland, 


or reſident there, but Engliſhmen and officers of the Fencible 


Corps. Are the people to be told that theſe magiſtrates 
are acting only in a civil capacity? But have they not been 


HI to violence ? Several of the principal people of 


eltaſt were taken up. 
The law ĩs in that ſtate, that men may be kept in priſonwith- 


out trial: is that an inference of their guilt ? J have feen the 
_ wanton preſecutions of Government in this country, which the 


Juries happily checked. I have ſeen too much of theſe profecu- 


x tions to make me draw an infe 1 ence of gu lt from the circumſtance 


of 
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of a man's being taken up. I have heard in Ireland of men 
being ignominiouſly arreſted and carried to Dublin, who, on 
their trials, were found to be perfectly innocent, and ought 
not to have been ſuſpected. The people of the North, attach-- 
ed to theſe men, were determined that they ſhould not ſuffer 
in their property. The people worked for nothing; they 
reaped their harveſts, on purpoſe to ſhew either their good-will 
to the parties, or their deteſtation, poſſibly, of the conduct of 
Government. This, however, was conſtrued to be a heinous 
ott-nce, the people were diſperſed by the military, and when 
ſome were kilt-d, the attending the bodies to the grave was 
deemed criminal, and the perſons alſiſting were diſperſed, as = 
it they were doing an act againſt the State. That theſe things 4 


1 
will goad, who can doubt? That language and ſyſtem will 1 
goad, who can deny? Is it not pollible that they who pre- ; 
ferred Monarchy may find the exerciſe of it fo bad, as almoſt | "| 
to doubt the excellence of monarchical government. But 1 
ſhould the people even be totally ſubdued, can you do other- ... 
wiſe than keep a large military force? But ſuppoſe the peo= _ 
ple ſubmit: I put the caſe in that way; can you truſt to ſuch Fi 
a ſituation? Will their fubmiſfion to Jaws which they deteſt 4m 


Jaſt longer than your own power laſts, and their impotency ? 
Will you continue to keep up your force? During the war, 
] believe, vou will. But can Ireland afford to maintain it 
during peace? Is Great Britain able? Is it the way to per- 
ſuade the Catholics to aſſiſt you, to refuſe acceding to their 
demands? On no ſuch ſuppotition depend. I have heard 
that a direct appiication has been made, not from the Catholic 
peaſantry, but from the Catholic nobility ; a ſtrong and urg- 
ent application to Government to grant the remainder of their 
demands. I have been told, what certainly it was unneceffary 
to tell me, that theſe applications have been unſucceſsful. 
Refuſe all theie demands, determine to govern Ireland by a 1 
military force, riſk a civil war; which of theſe evils is the worſt = + 
I know net. But it may be ſaid, what is to be done? My 
general principle is, to reſtore peace on principles of peace, and 
to make conceſſions on principles of conceſſion, | | 
Il qwiſh members to read that celebrated ſpeech of Mr. Burke's 
before one of ſuch conceſſions. Let them read that beautiful 
diſplay of eloquence, and at the ſame time of found reaſoning, 1 
and they will find in that ſpeech all thoſe principles which it is 1 
my wiſh to have adopted. There is another expreſſion of that | WM 
gentleman's, I believe, in his letter to the people of Briſtol. 4 
In that letter he ſays, that that is a free goverment which 
the people who live under it conceive to be ſo.“ Apply this 
85 382 | | 
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ſter from Connaught, and Leinſter from Munſter, but To 
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to Ireland, not upon the collation of the laws of Ireland with 


thoſe of Great Britain, but make it ſuch a government as the 
people of Ireland ſhall conceive to be a free one. But, it is 


ſaid, it is not poſſible to ſatisfy all perſons, It may be fo. 
But is there one conceſſion that could be made to the Catho- 


lics which the people in the North of Ireland could object to ? 
Is there one grievance which could be remedied in the North 


to which the Catholics would object? They have no incon- 
| ſiſtent pretenſions, no claſhing intereſts. But I ſuppoſe I iball_ 


be told, that thete are not the only parties; that there is ano- 
ther claſs; I will not call it Ariſtocracy ; it would be diſgracing 
the word. This claſs conſiſts of the nobility and gentry, who 


have ſecured all the places of patronage and emolument, Is 


this a claſs to be conſidered? Ought it not rather to be a 


make-weight in the ſcale? But this language may be ſaid ta 


be romantic. It may be ſaid, how ſhould we have done with 
the Jacobites of old times? Sir, the times are different; the 


Jacobites only wanted a Stuart inſtead of a Brunſwick ; but 
| theſe with to deſtroy the Conſtitution. I agree that the one 
of theſe changes would not be more dreadful than the other. 


But there is this material difference, that with thoſe who wiſh 


to change a Brunſwick for a Stuart there can be no conciliation 


or compromiſe. The Iriſh wiſh to have a reform, upon an 
extended ſcale ; they defire an extenſion of popular rights. 


But may there not be a conciliation and compromiſe? In 
that declaration of the people of Belfaſt, 1 fee that they do moſt 
diſtinctly ſtate, that they conceive all the benefits of freedom 


may, be enjoyed under a government of King, Lords, and 
Commons. Here then was the moment for treating. But 
what is it the people with for? T hey will have a different 


Conſtitution in the Houſe of Commons, I think they are 
right. They deſire a diminution of patronage, and they may 

go to the extraordinary length of ſaying, that it is not right to 
have achurch in all its ſplendour, which is applicable only to 


a ſmall part of the inhabitants. But do not theſe things admit 


of temperament and compromiſe? I am only ras, extreme 
points. What they aſk, is a Conſtitution ſuch as 
tain has according to ſome, and ſuch as ſhe ought to have ac- 


cording to others; a government which ſhall virtually expreſs 


the will of the people; and if in treating with them you ſhould _ 
fail, vou will then have to reſort to violent meaſures; you will 
then have to divide the people, as Mr. Burke faid ; not to di- 


vide the people of Maſſachuſetts from the people of Virginia, 
not to divide Boſton from Carolina; not, I ſay, to divide Ul- 


reat Bri- 


* 


* 
On 
LY 
By 
2 
8 
oy. 
DX”, 
3 
Nn 
"== 
II 
1 
7 
3 
% 4.2%, 
8 
N 
— 
* 
i 
TR 
"if 
Rn. 
SIX 
6 
* 4 
ES 
- *; 
OR Bo 
Wen + 
e 
ee 
Fo. * 
1,3 
' IM 
WR. 
- <0 
„ 
KF 4 
1 
ores 
$855,158 
In, AE 
e 
> 3, 
4 
* * 
3 N 
% — 
"x 
1 
8 
** RL” 
"TO 
n 
1 
oF b 
3 
N, 
* * 7 
— ou * 
. 
2 "Say 
13 845%; 
IF LF: 
EE 
ES 

2 

x* t 
5 

8 

0 ++ 

AL 

bt 225 

3 

=» wok 

2 

& þ/ 
PA, 
* 

4 2 
1 
1 
1 7 
he oY -* Ph 2 
2 1 q 
1 
3 
3 
"CIS 
. 
8 
5 * 
WT, N 

a>. 6,4 

+ non. 

SLES 

1 

n 

1 1 

. 5 

„ * 

8 3 
= 

© 

„ 4 

3 
* 

"Xs 

3 : 

R's . 

A +>; £ 

$7 

12 75 

7 12 

Wd, 4 

v5. 

he 
* 


. 
95 


3 
r : 
$7: 

; 7 
25 

Ne. 

* 

7 : 
8 

4 » 

$Þ 


E 1 
5 Mazcn 23 WOODFALL'S PARLIAMENTARY REPORTS. 501 i 

0 will divide the people who wiſh for the Conſtitution from thoſe jp 
3 who wiſh to deſtroy it. Theſe are the diviſions which I wiſh. aw 
5 for. But conciliation, it may be ſaid, will not do. If it will itt 
: not, then only may we have recourſe to arms. Is there a | 4 
Ty | worſe in point of credit and reſources? I know nos. But 10 
= ſure I am that we cannot do worſe than at the end of one IE 
1] war adopt meaſures to biing on another. I would therefore 17 
8 concede; and if I found I had not conceded enough, I would 17 
1 concede more. I know of no way of governing mankind but 14 
535 by conciliating them; and, according to the forcible way 1 
* which the lriſſi have of exprefling their meaning, “ I know of 4 
1 no mode of governing the people, but by letting them have 4 
mw their own way.” And what thall we lofe by it! If Ireland : kl 
15 is governed by conceding to all her ways and wiſhes, will the Wi 
8 be leſs uſeful to Great Britain? What is the now? Little ; 
. more than a diverſion for the enemy. If vou keep Ireland b | 1 
= force now, what muſt you do in all future wars? You mult. 1 
. in the firſt place ſecure her from inſurrection. I know it may 1 "il 
7. be ſaid, that the Iriſh wiſh to be ſeparated from England, ſo 1 
= as not to be involved in any future wars of our's. Suppoſe this 1 
"Th ſhould be the cafe; who that knows the vigour of a free people - io 
8 can doubt that, if in future wars it were to be put to her deli- 1 
0 beration, ſhe would furniſh us with exertions as vigorous as I. 
5 | formerly? Not that this is the ſpecies of connection which 1 1 
| | Wiſh; but I put it as an extreme caſe ; and I fay that it is bet- 1 
9 ter than extreme coercion and force. My with is, that Ire- [ 13 
= land ſhould have the {aine principles, the ſame ſy ſtem, the fame 1 

| _ operation of government, and, though it may he a ſubordinate | | 

conſideration, that all claſſes ſhould have an equal chance of 1 

_emolument: in other words, I would have the whole Iriſh i 
Government governed by Iriſh notions, and Iriſh prejudices ; nn 

and I firmly believe, according to another Iriſh expreſſion, the 1 

more the is under Iriſh government, the more will ſhe be "3 

bound to Engliſh intereſts. One word or two on the ſubject 1 

of Lord Fitzwilliam's adminiſtration. He went to Ireland, 8 RN 

and after a ſhort refidence was recalled. I with to aſk thoſe 1 

who know that country beſt, whether the day of his departure 0 

was not a day of the greateſt forrow? That his Lordſhip bass 

many qualities to render him popular, I know ; but his popu- 1 

larity in Ireland was derived from this circumſtance, that he 1 

went upon the principle of conceſſion. What happened after 1 

his departure? Thoſe who lock only ſuperficially at events 19 

boaſted, that the effects which had been predicted in conſe- 1 

quence of his Lordſhip's recall did not happen. The Catholic 6 41 

Petition was rejected. I ſaid that theſe appearances were de- WW. 
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ceitful ; that the effects might not be immediate, but would be 
certain. See what has happened, and ſay, whether you can- 
not conceive that great part of this has been produced by the 
hopes of the people having been difappointed, and by the cup 
of enjoyunent having been daſhed from their lips. You may 
be now in a fituation ſomewhat fimilar, "The meaſures you 
Have adopted may produce apparent quiet, but I warn vou 
againſt premature exultation. That the preſent ſtate of Ire- 
land can afford no ſatisfaction, all muſt admit. That there is 
ſo great a part of the King's ſubjects, as the county of Down 
contains, out of the King's peace and the pale of the Conſtitu- 
tion, is a circumſtance which we muſt all lament; and ſhould 
it lead to civil diſſention, no man, I am ſure, but will feel the 
Horrible ſituation in which individuals would be involved, and 
the calamities that would be entailed upon the public. The 
conſequences of a war with Ireland are dreadful to contem- 
plate; public horrors would be fo increaſed by private feelings, 
as to ſpread univerſal miſery through both countries; the con- 
nection is ſo interwoven between the individuals of the two 
countries, that no rupture can happen without wounding the 
moſt tender friendſhip and the moſt ſacred ties. Sir, I ſay, 
therefore, try conciliation, but do not have recourſe to force 
of arms, which, if once attempted to a conſiderable degree, 
cannot be remedied or recalled. In caſe of civil diſſention, 
whom can you rely upon? Not upon that ſmall party, many 
of whom could not bring ſo many men into the field as they 
bring members into Parliament. One word upon the argu- 
ment of Right: I ſcarce can conceive that any objection can 
be urged againſt the preſent motion, m point of form. The 
intereſts of this country and Ireland are the ſame; its affairs 
are conducted by Miniſters and the Britiſh Cabinet, and it is 
the privilege of this Houſe to adviſe his Majeſty, If I were to 
- juſtify the meaſure by precedent, I might quote the caſe of an 
impeachment of the Earl of Lauderdale by the Engliſh Parlia- 
ment, in the reign of Charles the Second, for his conduct in 
the government of Scotland. The connection, certainly, be- 
| tween Scotland and this country then, was leſs intimate than 
the connection between Ireland and England is at this time. 
But I do not with to reſt upon that precedent. Is not the Go- 
vernment of England exerciſed by officers of the Crown? Can 
there be any principle in a Britiſh Houſe of Commons which 
| ſhould induce them to ſee the probability of a civil war, and of 
_ the ſeparation of Ireland, which muſt be reſiſted by Engliſh re- 
ſources, and not interfere on account of forms? I will put a 
ſtrong caſe; Scotland was more ſeparated from England than 
e | | Ireland, 
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Ireland, and yet we were not reſtrained by forms from inter- 
poling. We are all one people, of one empire. I am ſure 


it did, 1 ſhould {till ſay, that it ought not to influence us. I 
move, Sir, „ Fr 


that he will be graciouſly pleaſed to take into his royal conſideration the diſturbed 
Rate of Ireland, and to adopt ſuch healing and lenient meaſures as may appear tv 
his Majeſty to be beſt calculated to reſtore tranquillity, and to conciliate the diffe- 
rences that ſubſiſt at preſent in that country.” “ | 


Sir Robert Burdctt ſeconded the motion, and expreſſed him- 
ſelf in the warmeſt terms of approbation towards the right ho+ 
nourable mover, the integrity of whoſe conduct nothing could 
ſurpaſs. Sir Robert alluded to the proſecutions that are now 
carrying on in Ireland, He knew a perſon in Ireland (Mr. 
O*Connor) who was charged with high treaſon, who he be- 
lieved to be as incapable of that, or any other crime, as any 


thoſe generous and noble affections which lead men to do 

good, whenever they can, to every individual, and to their 
country, who was endowed by nature, and cultivated by art, 
- with all the qualifications which conſtitute the character of 
true greatneſs, and of whom it might be ſaid, © © 
| Nil non diſceredum aut dixit aut ſenſit aut fecit. 


When ſuch men became the objects of perſecution by Go- 
vernment, it was not difncult to ſee what was the view of fuch 
Government. It might be ſaid, that he ſpoke like a diſcon- 
tented Iriſhman ; but he ſpoke according to the dictates of hu- 


grant to the Catholics what they aſked, and he believed it was 
the intereſt of Ireland to grant them their requeſt. He be- 


- queſts ſhould be complied with; and he believed that it was the 
mutual intereſts of the two countries that both ſhould be free. 
_ turally led to remember the opinion of the late venerable 


ance of the Americans, becauſe, if three millions of freemen 
may be reduced to ſlavery in America, that may be the means 


make, which was, that unleſs ſuch, 3 meaſure as that which 


i 


Commons, 


form does not ſtand in the way in the preſent inſtance; and if 


« That an humble Addreſs be preſented to his Majeſty, to entreat his Majeſty. | 
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man in this or in that country. He knew him to entertain all 


manity. He believed it was the intereſt of Government to 
lieved, alſo, it was the intereſt of Great Britain that ſuch re- 
In taking a view of the probability there was that a brave peo- 

ple would make reſiſtance if they were oppreſſed, he was na- 


Earl of Chatham, who had faid, 4 1 rejoice in the refiſt- 


of enſlaving this.” He had only one obſervation” more 10 


was now before the Houſe was adopted, and the Houſe of 
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Commons, as well as the people of this country, determined 
to addreſs the Throne to remove his Majeſty's preſent Mi- 
niſters, and alſo to call them to full account before the higheſt 
tribunal that was known to the laws of this realm, to an- 
ſwer for their miſdeeds—unleſs this was done with prompt- 
neſs and energy, he did not know that this country would 
de long in a ſituation in which it could be ſaid to be worth 
the ſaving. He therefore gave this motion his determined 
 'The Chancellor of the Exchequer ſaid “ Sir, however generally 
the terms of the motion of the right honourable gentleman 
are couched, for an addreſs to his Majeſty, it is utterly im- 
poſſible for any man to form his judgment on the merits of 
it, by proceeding to ſeparate it from the various and colla- 
teral topics which he has thought proper to introduce ; and 
without which the propoſed addreſs would, in reality, be in- 
diſtin and unneceſſary. He has, in the early part of his 
ſpeech, developed a ſubject to which I moſt ſerioully deſire 
to call the attention of the Houſe. The right honourable 
gentleman, who has made a ſpeech on the whole ſyſtem of 
the Iriſh legiſlature, who has argued at large upon the prin- 
ciples and frame of it, who has conſidered in a very ample 
manner its aptitude to make laws, and who has: gone at 
length into the diſpoſition of the people, with reſpect to the 
practical effect of theſe laws, began by reminding us, when 
he ſtated to the Houſe the diſcontents now exiſting in Ire- 
land, that it was neceſſary to have recourſe to that period 
when we recognized and fully eſtabliſhed the complete inde- 
pendence of the Iriſh legiſlature, as it might be known whe- 
ther we gave that independence as a boon or a right. Whe- 
ther that meaſure was a conceſſion to Ireland? There is one 
certain point in which we muſt all coincide by having re- 
_ courſe to that period, and the truth of which the right hon. 
_ gentleman himſelf cannot controvert, that whether the eſta- 
bliſhment of the independence of Ireland was a conceſſion or 
a recognition on our part, it was putting Ireland in the ab- 
folute poſſeſſion of independence in point of fact. He had 
himſelf, on former occaſions, fully admitted and acknow- 
ledged that important truth, and to oppoſe it would tend to 
ſhake the authority of the Parliament of Great-Britain. But, 
Sir, I beg leave to aſk in what Parliament of ireland was it 
that he recognized the independence of the legiſlature of that 
country, and the neceſſity of which he then urged with fo 
much force ? Was it one formed on a more extenſive frame 
| | than 
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than that which now exiſts? Did it include more perſons 
attached to the Roman Catholic intereſt of Ireland than it 
does now, or was it more calculated to give ſatisfaction at a 
time when conceſſions were not made in their favour, than 


now when ſuch meaſures have actually taken place? Yet 


that very Parliament which exiſted at the period to which 
the right honourable gentleman has. thought proper to have 
recourſe, was conceived to be the national ſource of the 
moſt valuable bleſlings to Ireland. Surcly he did not mean 
to ſay that when he himſelf preſſed forward in eſtabliſhing 
the independence of Ireland, he was then only putting the 
people of that country in poſſeſſion of a deluſion, and that 


the legiſlature was incapable of conveying to the inhabitants 


of the country the enjoyment of practical liberty. The 


right honourable gentleman will not therefore now main- 


tain, that in the year 1782 he conſidered the Parliament of 
Ireland ſo extremely defective in its frame and principles, 
that the nation could receive no eſſential benefit from the line 
of conduct then purſued by it; and if he will not ſay that, 


and I am perfectly convinced he cannot ſay what would 
neceſſarily expoſe him to the charge of the moſt glaring in- 

conſiſtency, I am naturally led to enquire on what ground it 
now happens, that we are to come this day to vote an ad- 

dreſs for an alteration in the frame of that Parliament, the 
ſuperintendance of which we have entirely put out of our 
controul by the recommendation of the right hon. gentle- 
man, and the independence of which we have unequivocally 


acknowledged ? By what means will he make it appear, that, 


having renounced all power over the legiſlature of lreland, 
having formally abdicated the privilege which might have 
once exiſted, of enforcing any internal regulation in that 
country, having ſolemnly diveſted ourſelves of all right, of 
whatever nature that right may have been, to make laws in 
any reſpect for Ireland; 1 ſay, Sir, by what particular means 


will he undertake to make it appear, that it now re- 
mains for us to declare, what laws ſhall affe& that country, 
and to dictate the preciſe modifications which he propoſes to 


take place in the fixed principles of the legiſlature itſelf ?_ 


In the year 1782, having given to Ireland a diſtinct and in- 
dependent legiſlature, having with every ſolid teſtimony of 
good faith laid aſide all pretenſions to interference in the in- 


ternal concerns of the na ion, can any perſon now point out 


a ſubject to which Ireland ſhould look with ſuch well found- 
i nn ge; ed 
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ed jealouſy as the ſubject preſented to the conſideration of 
the Houſe by the right honourable gentleman's motion? 1! 
ain ready to admit, that the addreſs, propoſed as it is, does 
not exactly ſay fo, but, Sir, it conveys too much by implica- 
tion, not to call for the attention of the Houſe in a ſerious 
manner. Let us for a moment compare it with the ſpeech 
of the mover, and if we proceed upon that juſt and reaſon- 
able ground to which the right honourable gentleman himſelf. 
can have no objection, as his ſpeech forms the ground-work 
of his motion, it will in that caſe be found to convey what 
ought not 0 be ſtated in general terms, but expreſſed clearly 
and fairly. The motion {ſubmitted to the Houſe is, Sir, if ! 
recollect right, for an addreſs to his Majeſty to be pleaſed to 
take into his g graciou> conſideration the preſent diſturbed ſtate 
of ircland, and to adopt ſuch healing and lenient meaſures as 
may reſtore ir to tranquillity. But what can be the effect of 
ſuch an addreſs? Will it be maintained that the ſituation of 
Ireland has not been the frequent ſubject of his Majeſty's 
' thoughts ? Can it with the ſhadow of propriety be urged, 
that the royal mind has been at any time exempt from thoſe 
conßſderations which may beſt promote the happineſs of his 
people? What then can be the object of the addreſs? It pro- 
poſes to his Majeſty the propriety of adopting meaſures for 
the reſtoration of the tranquillity of his ſubjects of Ireland. 
But ſuch, Sir, muſt be his Majeſty's diſpoſition, and to what 
purport will our advice tend ? No man can preſume to ſay, 
that ſuch is not the firm deſire, as it molt undoubtedly is the 
intereſt of the Exccutive Government. During what part 
of his Majeſty's reign has there appeared any mark of ne- 
glect to the intereſts of the people cf Ireland? On the con- 
trary „Sir, the moſt ſolid teſtimonies have been given of the 
ſincerity of his intentions to promote the happinefs of that 
country, not by promiſes, not by declarations, but by deeds 
and acts which have been received with grateful ſatisfaction 
by the whole nation. The moſt minute attention has been 
paid to the commerce, to the agriculture, to the manufac- 
tures of the country. And what was at the time conſidered 
as the moſt valuable meaſure, the independence of the legiſ- 
lature was recognized beyond a poſſibility of doubt. The 
whole has been e one continued ſucceſſion of conceſſions, aud 
to ſuch an extent, that. during the preſent reign, they have 
exceeded all the preceding ones put together ſince the Revo- 
lution. But, Sir, if further conceſſions are demanded, if 
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the object of the addreſs conſiſts in ſoliciting theſe conceſ- 
ſions, | muſt contend, that while it does not preciſely point 


out the particular meaſures which are to be adopted, it is in 


the general ſtate in which it wow ſtands, nugatory and ſuper- 


fluous. If on the other hand, the addreſs is compared with the 


right honourable gentleman's ſpeech, which indeed mult be 
viewed as the chief ground of the motion, I maintain that it 
would be abſurd and impoſſible to expreſs propoſitions any 
way conformable to the ſentiments delivered in the courſe of 


that ſpeech. In the firſt place, let us conſider them politi- 
_ cally, If they mean, that the Lord Lieutenant of Ireland is 


accountable tor any mifconduct during his adminiſtration of 
Public affairs there, as the ſervant of ihe Crown, and it thall 


| be urged that the controul of abuſes of that kind remains 


with this country, 1 anſwer to that, granted! It in another 


point of view they go, as was in a certain degree conveyed 


by the hon. baronet who ſeconded the motion, to arraign his 


Majeſty's Miniſters for groſs errors and crimes committed 
in the government of Ireland, and to bring them to trial, 1 


again anſwer, granted! But if they are calculated to expreſs 


and recommend meaſures which are not within the province 


of the Executive Government of Ireland, it is but fair and 


alſo neceſſary to aſk, are theſe meaſures fo recommended to 
be carried into execution by his Majeſty, who is only a part 
of the legiſlative authority of Ireland, and what muſt feem 


ſtill more extraordinary, are they to be ſo adopted by the 


deſire of the Parliament of Great-Britain? I beg leave to de- 


mand, whether his Majeſty is not bound to act in what con- 


cerns the internal regulation of Ireland, in conſequence of 
the advice of the legiſlature of that country? Our aflenting 


to the addreſs would therctore be highly unconſtitutional 


with reſpect to Ireland, and we could vot for a moment en- 


tertain ſuch an idea without being guilty of an unjuſtifable 
interference in the duties of the Legiſlative and, Executive 


Government of that nation. Such, Sir, is the real ground 
There certainly have been 
many other collateral topics brought forward, with which. 
the right hon. gentleman has judged it proper to embelliſn 


on which I oppoſe the addreſs. 


his ſpeech, but which do not apply to the quellion, aud the 


diſcuſſion of which may do much miſchief, without produc- 
ing one ſingle 2dvantage, 


I will not, therefore, enter into a 
review of all the various ſtatements and arguments that 


have been uſed ; nor will I declare whether the right hon. 
gentleman's aſſertions are right or wrong, but I will leave it 


| e 00 
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tc he juſtice and to the candour of the Houſe to decide whe. 
ther any one point ne has this night propoſed, can be carried 
into effect by any other means than by the voice of the Iriſh 
1-gillature ? I muſt alſo obſerve, that he has, in the courſe 
ot his ſpeech, gone into a long hiſtorical narrative, and has 
attempted to ſhew, that the Iriſh Legiſlature is fo framed as 
not to be adequate to perform its functions for the practical 
happineſs of the people; that the principles on which it acts 
are radically defective, and that while it remains in its pre- 
ſent ſtate, the nation, or at leaſt the majority of the nation, 
cannot enjoy the eſſential bleitings of a free conſtitution. In 
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anſwer to this, Sir, | mult beg leave to direct the attention EY 
of the Houſe to the great and important conſideration, that rt 
the Parliament of this country has completely recognized, 1 


and ſolemnly eſtabliſhed the independence of that of the 
kingdom of Ireland, which is as entirely diſtinct from, and 
incapable of being contronled by us, as we are independent 
of them. Yet the right hon. gentleman propoſes an inter- 
ference in the internal concerns of thoſe who have now as 
much right to dictate to us, as we can pothbly have to pre- 
| ſcribe rules of conduct to them. Does it, Sir, become us 
now to ſay, that they are not qualified to at for the good of 
the people of Ireland, and that they are not entitled to the 
confidence of their conſtituents ? We who told the ſame 
people upwards of fourteen years ago, that they were com- 
pletely adequate to promote the public happinels, that they 
were framed to ſecure the proſperity of the country, and 
what cannot be too often ſtated, that they were unchecked 
dy any external controul to deliberate and decide on the 
great buſineſs of legiſlation! If we ſpeak thus to that Parlia- 
ment, and ſuch muſt be our language, if we give our aſſent 
to the addreſs moyed this night; | confeſs, Sir, it does ap- 
pear to me the molt extraordinary and ungular line of con- 
duct that can be adopted by one independent Parliament 
againſt another independent Parliament. But allowing, for 
the mere ſake of argument, that we are authorized to dic- 
tate in the manner propoſed by the honourable gentleman, is 
it reaſonable that we ſhould. proceed in the way he has 
pointed out on the bare ſuggeſtions which he has ſtated to the 
| Houſe? Should we, ſupported by aſſertions alone, aſſume the 
power which, by his motion he'ſeems to ſuppoſe we poſſeſs 
of watching over, and ſuperintending the Parliament of Ire- 
land? With regard to what may be termed the practical part 
of the right honourable gentleman! 8 ſpecch, though 1 it is _ 
al 
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fur from my wiſh to enter into a diſcuſſion of the various to- 


pics contained in it, yet i only follow him to ſhew, that by 


agreeing to his propoſition, however you diſguiſe it by any 
ſpecious name, however you gloſs it over by any artful ex- 
preſſion, you do nothing leſs than attempt directly to con- 


troul the legitimate authority of the Parliament of another 


country, and to treſpaſs on the acknowledged rights of ano- 
ther diſtinct legiſlative power. But taking the honourable 


gentleman's arguments in a different point of view—aſſum- 
ing for a moment that he has made out his cafe in an in- 


controvertible manner, and that he has fully proved to our 


ſatisfaction that the Parliament of Ireland was, in the year 
1782, in every reſpect competent to perform its functions, 


and is at this time directly the reverſe ; | wiſh to know what 
is the practical concluſion he draws from my admiſſion ; and 
in what manner does he propoſe to remove the evil which I 
thus ſuppoſe he has clearly made out? What remedy, Sir, 
does he attempt to point out? Does he give us a fingle idea 
to guide us in the execution of the taſk which he wiſhes to 
impoſe on us? It is our duty to inquire what the principles 


are on which he invites us to proceed ; and what the preciſe 


limits are within which the ſubject is to be confined. With 
reſpect to theſe queſtions - and I truſt every gentleman will 
readily allow them to be queſtions, not only of great im- 
portance, but of abſolute neceſſity, the right hon. gentleman. 

has left us entirely in the dark ; and he appears ſo little im- 
preſſed with the urgency of them, that he has not even hinted. 

at them in the whole courſe of his ſpeech. Haviyg, Sir, no- 
ticed the firſt point to which the honourable gentleman has 
called the attention of the Houſe, I now come to the other 


parts on which his obſervations have been made, relative to 


the divided ſtate and jarring intereſts of Ireland. He has 


firſt dwelt on the diſcontents of the Roman Catholics ; and 


in the next place he has deſcribed at ſome length the griev- 


ances of the Proteſtants of the northern pn He has, in 


the redreſs which he propoſes to make to both ſides admitted, 
that conceſſions ought to be made to both parties; and from 

the ſtatements of the right hon. gentleman, who thus wiſhes 

to reconcile oppoſite claims, I am confirmed in my opinion 


that he only deſires, and is eager to effe an alteration in the 


frame of the Parliament of Ireland, as far as it may- ariſe 
out of the pretenſions of the Catholics, and out of the de- 


mands of the inhabitants of the north. And there, Sir, I feel 


myſelf called on to notice the declaration made by the right 
hon. gentleman, that he would not enter into the particulars 


of 
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of the reſpective diſcontents of both parties, and yet he im- 
mediately after, notwithſtanding that declaration, laid before 
the Houſe a minute detail of circumſtances on which I will 
not now dwell, thinking as I do, that a diſcuſſion of that 
nature is more calculated to inflame the minds of many than 
to prove of any efſential ſervice. When he came to mention 
the ſubject of religion, which has according to his ſtate- 
ments, produced many of the preſent diſcontents, he cer- 
tainly did not ſeem very ſolicitous to preſerve the church 
eſtabliſhment, and though he does not wiſh to addreſs the 
Throne for the adoption of any particular line of conduct, 
it is ſomething ſingular that he ſhould recommend a meafure 
that muſt affect a great maſs of private property and even in- 
jure the church itfelf. Not deeming it neceſlary to trouble 
the Houſe any longer on theſe particulars ; and convinced as 
I am that neither we nor the Crown can interfere to effect 
that which excluſively belongs to the Parliament of Ireland, 
I ſhall make a few obſervations on what has fallen from the 
right hon. gentleman with reſpect to the rights of which the 
Roman Catholics are poſſeſſed, and alſo on the ſubje& of 
_ thoſe additional rights which it is his deſire they thould yet 
obtain. He obſerves that the Catholics ought to have the 
general right of voting, of ſitting in the legiſlative aſſembly, 
and of filling the public offices. To this, Sir, I anſwer, that 
they are in the actual poſſeſſion of every other right, but that 
they certainly do.not poſſeſs the right of voting for members 
of Parliament, unleſs according to qualifications preſcribed 
dy law. This | conceive to be the mere ſtate in which the 
_ Catholics are placed. But ſays the right honourable gen- 
tleman, enough has not been done to extend to them civil 
and religious liberties. Have not conceſſions of the moſt 
liberal kind been made to them ſince the Revolution; 
and during the preſent reign, has not every poſſible 
pledge been given to them of real affe&ion, and ſincere zeal 

for their beſt intereſts on the part of the Crown? But, Sir, it 
is curious to remark the detail which the right hon. gentle- 
man propoſes, even admitting that the preſent ſubject is a 
proper one for us to recommend to the adoption of the Exe- 
cutive Government. In this detail there unqueſtionably 
ariſes an inconſiſtency which he will find no eaſy matter to 
do away. He firſt declares that he means to ſatisfy the Ca- 
tholics, by conferring on them the power of voting gene- 
rally. But he immediately adds, that by purſuing that mea- 
ſure, we ſhall not he able to give them any weight in point 
of political liberty, for as he maintains that the eleQive 
8 wy he e franchiſe 
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franchiſe is ſo managed in Ireland, that it is entirely in the 


power of corporations to beſtow or to withhold it, it would 


conſequently be impoſſible for them to gain any material 


benefit, or to obtain any political influence, even if the law 
which he himſelf wiſhes to be paſſed in their favour were to 
take place. It therefore appears evident, that the remedy 


propoſed by the right hon. gentleman himlelf, mult be in- 
adequate to meet the evil which he fo ſeriouſly laments. 


And it naturally follows, as I have before had occaſion to 
obſerve, that the great end of his plan is to alter eſſentially 
the whole frame of the conſtitution of the legillature of Ire- 
land. In other words, Sir, the right honourable gentleman _ 
propoles an inveſtigation and a ſcrutiny into the pretenſions 


of the Catholics of the ſouth, and of the Proteſtants of the 
north, for the expreſs purpoſe of laying down what he con- 
ſiders to be juſt principles; and then the Parliament of Ireland 
mult be new modelled and revived, in conſequence of his 


previous enquiry. But is it reaſonable to call on the Par- 
liament of England to do that very thing which mult not 


only be condemned by the Parliament of Ireland, but is not 


entertained in the opinion of even a conſiderable number of 
perſons. Yet, Sir, this queſtion, which calls into doubt the 
_ exiſtence of the Whole conſtitution of Ireland, is to be 


brought forward on mere ſurmiſe, and without the ſhadow 
of authority. I fay, it does not come within the conſtitu- 
tional right which we may poſſeſs, of controuling the Exe- 


cutive Government. It certainly does not come within the 
_ poſlibility of any right which we can poſſeſs of interfering 
in conſiderations which excluſively belong to a legiſlature 

totally ſeparate from, and independent of us. The other. 


points which the right honourable gentleman has referred to, 
are loſt, if poſſible, in more obſcurity than that which I have 


_ juſt noticed. The various and claſhing pretenſions of the 
different parties are fo extremely oppoſite, that it would be 
an arduous taſk to reconcile them. And if in commendin 
certain political principles which are acknowledged by the 
northerns, he has in his mind principles founded on the 
French doctrine of the ſovereignty of the people, and inti- 
marely connected with thoſe revolutionary tenets which have 
produced ſuch vaſt miſchiefs throughout Europe, I maintain, 


Sir, that it would be contrary to the duty of the Parliament of 


| Great Britain to entertain the motion of the right hon. gen- 
tleman fupported as it is by the ſpecch which he has this night 
delivered. There, are, Sir, none of his conſiderations on which 


we 
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we can prudently or ſafely pronounce ; for there are none of 
them which may not excite ſuch a flame as we ſhall never have 
it in our power to extinguiſh. They involve objects moſt 
delicate in their nature, and dangerous in their conſequences, 
They embrace difficulties of a prodigious extent; and on 
which I ſhall not dwell, as they have been ſufficiently de- 
ſcribed in the ſpeech of the right honourable Gentlemaa, ſo 
as to make us ſhudder with a juſt apprehenſion of the fatal 
and dreadful effects that muſt reſult from them. I muſt, 
therefore, Sir, conſider the addreſs propoſed as a blind in- 
junction, without any ſpecific extent or means of execution. 
On this ſhort ground I oppoſe the motion ; and with the 
conviction of the dangers that mult ariſe from the adoption 
of it, with the ſolemn recognition of the independence of the 
Parliament of Ireland, with a juſt ſenſe of our duty that 
others may not in their turn be wanting to us; I cannot 
entertain a doubt but that the motion will be rejected by a 
conſiderable majority of the Houſe. 

Mr. W. Smith, in an able ſpeech, replied 1 to the TY 
tions of the Chancellor of the Exchequer, and declared he 
was entirely unconvinced by them, and that he was called 
upon, in duty to the public, to vote for the addreſs. 

Colonel Fullarton ſaid, whatever ideas any one may enter- 
tain reſpecting the merits or demerits of the preſent motion, 
it cannot fail to appear extraordinary, that in the actual cir- 
cumſtances of Great Britain and Ireland, this ſhould be the 
firſt queſtion brought before the Houſe, which has any con- 
nection with 1 1 ion, preparation, or commotion, as ap- 
plicable to either country. 

In this capital, we are ſo bewildered with the diminiſhed 
dignity of Abraham Newland's Signature, ſo overwhelmed 
with the calamity which has befallen the Bank, that we ſeem 
entirely to have forgotten all idea of invaſion or commotion, 
as if the whole body of united Iriſhmen were ſuddenly tranſ- 
formed into a generation of lambs, or as if the whole French 
nation were not leſs miraculouſly transformed into a r 

ful race like the people called Quakers 

But let me aſk are we, or are we not, on the eve, 91 in the 
criſis of impending invaſion and commotion, as reſpecting 
Ireland ? If we are not, I ſhall beg pardon and Tit down. 
But if we are, how prepoſterous is the conduct of thoſe, who 
have waſted the precious moments that ought to have been 
dedicated to purpoſes of urgent preparation, who have walt- 
ed them in an idle and pernicious war of words, on ſubjects 

neither 
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neither connected with invaſion, F or Fance 
trol. 

We ſeem to emulate the moſt diſcordant periods of the 
Roman Hiſtory, deſcribed by Quintus Capitolinus, when 
diſſentions between ariſtocrats and democrats, between 
debtors and creditors, concerning non-payments and inſol- 


vency, although there were no Abraham Newlands in thoſe 
days, roſe to fuch a height, that the enemy was at the gate, 


8 
and no one would ſtir to repel the invader. 


T beg to know, where is the difference between our con- 
duct and that of the Dutch burgomaſters in 1794, when they 
paſſively ſuffered the French to invade and occupy their ter- 
ritory. The Dutch burgomaſters fat with tobacco ptpes in 
their mouths ; they laid little and did nothing; 0 to 
counteract each other. 

We, it is true, ſit without tobacco p 
and we fay a great deal: but as for doing, acting, or exert- 
ing, there we are exactly on a par with the burgomaſters 
of Amſterdam, and unleſs we change our conduct, we ſhall 
deſerve to ſhare their fate. 
I came lately from a diſtant pan « the country 4 
and locally intereſted in the fate of Ireland. — There, things 


are ſeen through a very different medium from that Which 


is looked through by thoſe who. have loit their way in the 
fogs of London. 
When I come into this Bows; it appears to me as 446. 1 
came into an aſſembly where a number of perſons had been 
benumbed by a torpedo, or ſtruck by a paralytic affection, 
which palſies all their limbs, cripples their energies and power 
of action, and leaves nothing free and vigorous about them 
but their tongues. Theſe, we {eem to uſe, not for purpoſes 
of conciliation and preparation fo effential on the pre- 
ſent emergency, but we uſe them, like the degenerate and 


loquacious Greeks, in the lower and corrupt ages, in the 


days of the Comnenas, and Porphyrogeniti, who were ſo 


intent on idle diſputation, that they perſiſted in it, at the very 


moment, when deſperate invaders were actually in motion. 
to attack Byzantium and occupy the empire. 


I ſhall only add, that if this Houſe perſiſts in its ; preſent 


ſyſtem, if one fide of the Houſe maintains that invaſion is 
a bugbear, and the other ſide maintains that it is exaggerated 


apprehenſion, if one fide neglects all efficient preparation 


and precaution as a work of ſupererogation and the other 


,« treats all ideas of internal diſaffection and commotion. as a 


Vor. IL. 1797. 3 1 ciimera, 
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chimera, then both ſides will forfeit all confidence with the 
public; then the calamity which has befallen the Bank of 
England will ceaſe to be a primary conſideration ; then Ge- 
neral Hoche with oo, oo, or 200,000 Carmagnols, will 
find no ditfculty in making good their lodgments in dif- 
feren: quarters of theſe kingdoms. 

General Hoche will find in the province of Ulſter alone 
above 50,0. 0 iriſhmen united, with pikes in their hands, 
and with arms conce led, bufily employed in ſecret diſci— 
pline, and nightly drills, in order to qualify themſelves to re- 
inforce the French army. 
This is no ſecret, i it can be none, except in London; theſe 


people have long, ago communicated their torce, their num 


bers, and temen, to the Government of France. While 

we lit here. like lilly pheaſants who hide their heads under a 
buth, and then think that their whole bodies are protected. 
It is time to put an end to palliatives and ſclf-deceptions, 
it is time to put theſe kingdoms on a footing of impervious 
5 defence, while the gelay of the F rench ſtill offers us che op- 
portunity. 


Let this be done, and I will venture to become reſponſible | 


that this country ſhall obtain from France ſuch terms of 
accommodation, as it will not become this country to re- 
fuſe. | 
hut the people of England muſt make up their minds 
on two points. The firſt is, that Belgium will not be re- 
ſtored to the Emperor, and the ond that the Rhine will 
be the boundary of France. Otherwiſe this country muſt 
prepare to wage a war as internecionem. You mul prepare, 
like Pyrrhus, to wage perpetual war. 


Lord Z/combe declared, that ſeeing how things were carried 


on, he never entered the Honſe without a with that he was 
relicved from the duty of attending it, and that with was en- 
creaſed by a ſpeech which he had heard that night. He muſt 
declare alſo, that with regard to the preſent ſituation of Ire- 
land, which was owing, he had no doubt, to the meaſures 


of his Majeſty's Miniſters towards it, he thought himſelf . 


called upon to ſupport the propoſition which was now before 


the Houſe, and which was ſubmitted by his right honourable 


friend tha night, Thet ſituation of Ireland at this moment, 


was ſuch as 10 merit the attention of the Britiſh legiilature, 
becauſc it was a fericus and alarming ſituation; that was 
the tit reaſon he had for ſupporting the motion. 'The next 

Was, that he did not imagine that any remedy could be ex- 


pected X 
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pected to be applied to the evil by the Iriſh legillature, and 
becauſe it did not appear to him that the Irith claimed any 
more than was their due, and what was jult and reafonable 


in itſelf. It was with ſome degree of ſhame, and no incon— 


liderable degree of regret, that he felt he could not ſay any 


thing of Ireland from perſonal obſervation, but he thought 
it was impoſſible for any man, however ignorant of the 


country, to doubt of the diſturbances that have taken place 
there; this proved a palpable diſaffection to the Government 
of this country. This was manifeſt in the abatement of the 


rents in ſome. places, and the ſuppreſſion of them in 


others. : 

It was enough, however to know what had been done in the 
great county of Down, which was declared by the proclama- 
tion of General Lake to be in a ſtate of inſurrection, and 
out of the King's peace. He thought, inſtead of rigour; 


conciliation. ought to be tried in Ireland; for it was time 


D 


> enough to employ force when mildneſs Fed: He {ſhould 


have wiſhed that the lriſh Parliament had been left to them- 


ſelves to ſettle this, but that he knew the Irith Parliament 
had entirely loſt the confidence of the people, and therefore 
the Miniſter's obſervations on the independence of the Irith 


Parliament were thrown away. Indecd, he had omitted to 


prove, becauſe he could uot, that the Iriſh Parliament was 
independent; the truth was well known to be, that a ma- 
Jority of that Parliament was at the will of the cabinet of | 


England. 


With reſpect to the Catholic emancipation, he had 
ever been a friend to it, becauſe in a country proteſling it- 
ſelf to be free, he thought che intereſts of the many ought 
never to be ſacrificed to the intereſts of a few. Beſides at 
the very time that England was waſting millions to ſup- 
port the Catholic religion on the Cominent, which was, 


notwithſtanding all that appearing to expire it was nota 
little abſurd. that the perſons profeſling the ſame religion 
in Ireland, ſhould be ſo proſecuted. 

The only argument againſt the motion, which had 


any appeaance of plauſibility, was that of the mutual inde- 
pendence of the legiſlatures of both countries. But was 
the preſent a time to advance a ſiction like that, at a moment 

when Ireland was about to be in danger of deing ſeparated 


from this country; and the loſs of Ireland would affect 
this country much more than the loſs of America. 


3U 5 Lord 
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Lord Hawkeſbury conſidered the motion now before the 
| Houſe as one which could not be productive of any good con- 
| Ns oats but which might ve productive of every ſpecies of 
calamity. The Iriſh leg flature were entirely independent of 
| the Britiſh Parliam gent, and of courſe the Britiſh Houſe of 
Commons had no right whatever to We rfere in the internal 
policy of the ſiſter kingdom. What! were they fo ignorant 
| of human nature as not to know that wong the meaſures {ug - 
geſted were proper to be taken, our intertzrence would be a 
ſufficient reaſon for the It iſh Parliament rejecting them. He? 
would put the caſe either was: were the meaſures to be taken 
in 5 of our interference, the Iiiſh legiſlature would 


| loſe the whole credit of taking them; and ſhould they be re- = 
ted, the Houſe, by adopting the motion, would throw a © 
ſtigma on the Iriſh Parliament, and pronounce that the in- oy 


dependent legiſlature of Ireland was not qualified to diſcharge 
its functions. Upon this head he ſhould even appeal to the gen- 
tlemen on the oppoſite fide of the Houſe, who were fo forward to 
cry out againſt any meaſure which, though it was even proper 
in itſelf, was taken by the Crown, without conſulting the 
Parliament, when it lay within the province of the latter. It 
this was the Jealous principle by which they were influenced in 
judging of the conduct of the different branches of the ſame le- 
gillature, ought they not, vpom their own principles, to exer- a 
ciſe the greateſt caution in ſanctioning any interference be- 1 
tween two ſeparate and diſtinct legiſlatures? With reſpect to = 
Ireland, he was convinced that its Government was perfectly IF 
capable of managing the concerns of the nation, and there was 
not the ſmalleſt neceffity for our interference, ſuppoſing it \ 
could be dons with propriety. _ 4 
Mr. Curwen ſaid, that the Chancellor of the Exchequer, 
and the noble Lord who ſpoke laſt, objected to the motion of 
his honourable friend upon very Albert nt, and not very con- 
ſiſtent grounds. The one complained that his honourable 
triend had not been more explicit in ſtating the meaſures which 
_ ought to be taken, whereas the other had objected to what he 
bad propoted, on the ground that every interference on our 
part was inconſiſtent with the rights of the excluſive and inde- 
pendent legiflature of Ireland. The fact was, that the motion, 
as it at preſent ſtood, was not bi able to the charge of an impro- 
per interference with the Iriſh Parliament, but it would have 
jaſtly incurred the imputation, had it deſcended to that parti- 
cularity of detail winch was required by the right honourable 
the Chancellor of the Exchequer. Mr. Curwen contended, 
that it was not the motion of his honourable friend, but the 


obſerva- 
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obſervations of the honourable Gentleman which were really 


miſchievous. It was far from being wiſe in the Chancellor of 
the Exchequer to fix a charge of Jacobiniſm upon any body of 


his Majeſty's ſubjects, much more fo in the preſent caſe, where 
it was to little deſerved. So far was he from thinking the pre- 
ſent motion miſchievous, that he was of opinion the diſcuſhon 
would do good, if even the motion was negatived, inaſmuch 


as it would thew the Iriſh nation that there was a part, at leaſt, 
of the Britiſh Parliament which was not unmindtul of their in- 
tereſts. | ER, | 


Mr. Couricnay roſe to make ſome obſervations on what the 
Chancellor of the Exchequer had ſaid reſpecting the county of 


Down. He underitood that he had ſtigmatized that reſpect- 


able county with a charge of holding Jacobin principles. He 


denicd the charge, and aſſerted, that it was Jacobiniſm which 
was purſued againſt them, and that they were ſubjected to a 
Government of terror, The proclamation of General Lake 


(not that he meant to throw out the ſmalleſt imputation againſt 
that gallant officer) was ſuch as might have been expected 


from Buonaparte, or Moreau, in the Palatinate. He adverted 
to Colonel Fullarton's declaration, that there were 50,900 
men in the province of Ulſter, with arms in their hands, pre- 
pared to receive the French, He believed that there were, but 
not to ſupport them. On the contrary, he believed that they 


were prepared to reſiſt an invaſion, if ever it ſhould be at- 
tempted. He knew the people in that province to have a 
ſtrong ſpirit of liberty, and to be much attached to the popular, 


or what had been called the republican, branch of the Conſti- 


tution. But was this a reaſon why they ought to be ſtigma- 


tized as Jacobins? The people of the county in queſtion had 
ſent an Addreſs to Lord Cheſterfield, during his Adminiſtra- 


tion in Ireland, declaring their readineſs to meet and attack 
the enemy in caſe of an invaſion. What was it that theſe 
brave fellows were blamed for? Was it for their high ſpirit 
and their attachment to the republican part of the Britiſh Con- 
ſtitution? He would ſay the republican part, for ſuch was ac- 
knowledged to have formed an ingredient in cur Conſtitution, 
even by Tory writers. Could any one ſuppoſe that an Ad- 


dreſs from the Crown would offend the Irith legiſlature? It 


was well known that they received and followed up the Ad- 
dreſs of the Catholics, which they at fit rejected, although it 


had come to them recommended by the Crown. So would 
they receive any other addteſs with the utmoſt duty and 


loyaliy. Mr. Courtenay ſtated, that many reſpectable perſons 
had been taken up at Belfaſt, and were now languiſhing in 
TH I EO gaol 
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gaol without being brought to trial. And what was the rea- 
fon? Becauſe Government dared not bring them to a trial, 
knowing that they could not eſtabliſh their guilt, and that dhe | 
acquittal might tend to diſconcert the plan on which they were 
at preſent acting. | 
Mr. Hobhoufe ſupported the motion, on the 8 that it 
would ſhew the people of Ireland that we both ſympathized 
with their ſituation, 5 were not inſenüble to our oy] in- 
tereſis. 
General E 7oerton ſaid a few words, which we aid not hear 
diſtinctly, but which we underſtood to be in defence of Gen. 
Lake. 
Lord Frederick C, 15 517 ls, he hal no 1 but that Mr. Fon 
brought forward his motion from the belt and pureſt motives ; 
but he conceived the conſequences ariling from it would be the 
molt dangerous of any that ever happened to Ireland. He 
thought fo from his heart. Suppole that the Iriſh Parliament 
Was as cor:upt as had been ſtated, he would aſk, what right 
that Houſe had to ſay ſo? As to all that had been ſaid about 
the reforms intended to have been made by Lord Fitzwilliam, 
he thought he never could have effected them. had he attempft- 
ed to put them in practice. 'I he people of Ireland were gene- 
rous and high ſpirited, and never took away from any man the 
confidence which was due to him. No man ever enjoyed more 
of their confidence than the preſent Lord Lieutenant. Let 
any gentleman go to Ireland at preſent, and there he would fee 


that commerce Had encreaſed, the manufactures were fl uriſh- 


ing, and that no country ever was fo contented under its pre- 
ſent Government. In ſhort, the country was making an 
aſtoniſhing progrels 1 in proſperity; and therefore he ſhould be 
againſt interfering in the concerns of its Government. 

Mr. Fox availed himſelf of the indulgence of the Houſe to 
make a few obſervations in reply to the arguments which had 
been advanced againſt his motion. The ſubſtance was as fol- 
lors: The noble Lord is certainly at liberty to confider the 
motion, which I have had the honour to propoſe, as having a 
very miſchievous tendency. I think not only that the motion 
is not miſchievous, but that even the diſcuſſion, though the 
motion is not carried, will do good. Another noble Lord 

(Lord Hawkeſbury) was of opinion, that it was an infringement 
upon the independent rights of the Iriſh Parliament; and that 
that Parliament, trom motives of jealouſy, would refuſe to ac- 
cord to the meaſures, even though they were proper to be 
adopted. For my own part L have no ſuch ſuſpicions. It is 
in the recollection of every one, that when a Petition was 
preſented. 
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preſented by the Roman Catholics of Ireland to the Iriſh Par- 
lament, the Petition was rejected with indignation ; but when 


the ſubject of the petition came recommended to them from 
the Crown, at the inſtance of the Britiſh Houſe of Commons, 


even than proud and jealous Parliament, as it was repreſented 
to be, went in their conceſſions far bevond the demands of the 
Petition, which they had ſpurned before. It is aſked, are we 
to reviſe and controul the conduct of the independent legiſla- 
ture of Ireland? There is no man who would wiſh to put the 


independence of the lriſh Parliament higher than 1 would. 


But is lreland at preſent in extraordinary circumſtances, or 1s 


it not? It is not, indeed, by the account of the noble Lord 


(Lord F. Can. pbell), who repreſents it as proſperous andquiet be- 
vond example, and as repoling unbounded confidence in the 


preſent Lord Lieutenant. Conlidering the noble Lord, who 
is at preſent Viceroy of Ireland, as a private individual, I be- 


lieve that his character is good, amiable, worthy, and ſuch as 


every one would delight to praiſe. But J ſuppoſe the noble 
Lord meant, that his government commanded the confidence 
of the nation. How then am I to reconcile this univerſal con- 
fidence with the accounts, to which the noble Lord cannot be a 
ſtranger, that a conliderable diſtrict of the country is declared 


to be out of the King's peace, and with what we have heard 


this evening, of there being 50,000 men in one province pre- 
| pared to join the French in caſe an invaſion ſhall be attempted. 
In ſuch circumſtances, it is an inſult upon the good ſenſe of 
the country to ſay, that the Government of Ireland at the 
preſent moment is popular. But {till it is improper in the Bri- 
tiſh Parliament to interiere. Suppoſe that this country were 
reduced to that diſaſtrous ſituation, in which the counties of 
York and Lancaſter ſhould be declared out of the King's peace, 
which would bear pretty nearly the ſame proportion to Eng- 
land that the county of Down does to Ireland, would any man 
conſider it as an unwarrantable interference in the Iriſh Houſe 


of Commons to addreſs our common Sovereign on the occa- 
lion? 1 declare, for one, that, fo far from being indignant, I 


the diſſentions of the nation. Even, as I ſaid before, how- 


ever, though the motion be Joſt, I think the diſcuſſion will be 
attended with beneficial conſequences, becauſe it will ſhew 
the people of Ireland that it is not to the French alone to whom 
they may look for a redreſs of their grievances; but there is, 

at leaſt, a proportion ot the Britiſh Houſe of Commons who 
feel for them under oppreſſions, and who are deſirous to mi 


nil- 
ter 


ſhould feel grateful to that branch of the Iriſh legiſlature, was 
it to addreſs the King to employ lenient meaſures in healin 
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ter to their relief. In this view of the ſubject, J have no heſi- 
tation in laying, that every additional vote which is given to 


the motion gives an additional chance for the preſervation of 


the peace of Ireland. The honourable Gentleman (the Chan- 


cellor of the Exchequer) aſked why J, who moved the inde- 


endence of the Irith Parliament in 1782, inould now alk to 


exerciſe a controuling power over that fiance? My an- 
wer is, in 1782 { was for giving the Iriſh nation what they 


aſked, becauſe they thought it was belt for them. In like 
manner I do not now pro Dole the meaſures, which I have re- 
commended on this evening, becauſe I approve them, but be- 
cauſe the people of Ireland requeſt and deſire them, becauſe 
they are unhappy for the want of them, and becauſe, if we per- 
ſiſt in denying them, a rebellion may be the conſequence. 
And this | give as an anf wer, not only to the quettion, but 
allo to the objection, that I had not ſpecified the mode in 
which parliamentary reform and Catholic emancipation ought 
to be carried into execution. I did not do it, becauſe theſe 
meaſures ought to be taken in Ireland, and executed in a way 
_ molt agreeable to the taſte of Rs Triſh nation. But there are 
other things which his Majeſty might do to quiet the diſcon- 
tents at prefent exiſting, in th it part of his dominions. Might 
he not diſmiſs from places of public truſt many perſons who 
are now at the hcad of affairs in that kingdom; men who li- 
belled the character of a nat! on at a moment when its zeal, 
pattiotiſin, and courage, were moſt eminently diſplayed; men, 
in ſhort, whoſe adminittration may be conſidered as the ſource 
of thoſe calamities with which the country is aficted, With 


reſpect to the proclamation {ſued by the gallant officer who 
greateſt 


has been referred to, I profeſ: perſonally to have the 9 
eſteem for the character of that officer, and do not conſider 

him as at all reſponſible for its contents. There is only one 

5 other topic to which E ſhall advert. The honourable Gentle- 
man alledged, that the principles of liberty for which 1 have 
_ contended, are not Engliſh, but French. Be it ſo. But it 
they are Iriſh, they are worthy, of the attention of the G. 
vernment of that country. Bat even allowing them to be 
French (and [ certainly will not recommend ihe introduction 
of French principles into this country), ſtil! it is better to 
countenance them than to go to war with them. The ho- 
nourable Gentleman, however, is not yet tired of fighting 
with French principles. Are the Houſe tired then? Are 
they prepared to begin another four years' war, to ſquande 
millions of treaſure, and to {hed rivers of blood? If they are, 
then let them go on with their noble enterpriſe. I Will warn 


the mn, 
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them, however, that if they war too much againſt French 
principles in Ireland, they may, in the end, be introduce 
into Great Britain itſelf. Unfortunately 1 have been a long 


time deprecating coercive meaſures. I deprecated the adoption | 


of them againſt America in 1774. In 1793 J deprecated their 
being employed againſt France. And 1 now deprecate the 
fame ſyſtem being followed in lreland. Though my advice 
has not hitherto been followed, it is ſome confolation to me, 


individually, that it was not with-held ; and, whatever con- 


ſequences may refult from the conduct that is now purſuing 


towards Ireland, 1 ſhall not have to reproach myſelf with not 


having remon{trated againſt it. All theſe meaſures of coercion 
flow from the ſame ſource. War has been preferred to nego- 
ciation, and force to conciliation, becauſe in this age of philoſo- 
phy, inſtead of regulating our plans by a mild and enlightened 


policy, we have acted upon the maxims of barbarous times. [ 


ſhall now conclude with quoting the words of an ancient ora- 
tor (Cicero), which l recommend to the ſerious conſideration 
of every perſon to whom is aſſigned the important taſk ↄf legiſ- 
lation: + Carum effe civibus, bene de republica mereri, Jau- 
dari, coli diligi glorioſum eſt ; metui vero et in odio elle, i in 
vidioſum, deteſtabile, aun dee en caducum.“ | 


The Houle then divided on the motion, 


Nee — 220 
: Majority 130 


LIST OF MEMBERS WHO JOINED OPPOSITION «ON MR, 
FOX $ MOTION CONCERNING IRELAND. | 


Sir ]. Leiceſter | Dr. Lawrence 
Mr. Bryan Edwards \ Mr. B. Robſon a 
Sir G. Shuckborongh Sir H. W. Daſhwood 

Mr. T. Tyrwhitt Mr. L. Dundas | 

Mr. Richard Payne Knight Mr. C. Dundas. 


Sir C. Hawkins 


| HOUSE OF LORDS. 
Friar, March 24. 


"The royal aſſent was given, by commiſſion, to the Mutiny 


Bal, the Land Tax Commiſhoners B: ll, and ſeveral Private 
Bills. 


„ Vor, II. 1797. | 3 X = | HOUSE 
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HOUSE OF COMMONS. 
Frivay, March 24. 
"Mr. Ryder called the attention of the Houle to the ſubject 


of grain, He exprefied his ſatisfaction at the price of grain 
having tallen conliderab y, particularly the articles of oats and 


Harley. He ſaid, that it might {till be defirable to preſerve the 


laws reſpecting the unportation and exportation of wheat, Mr. 


Ryder move 4, that the act of the preſent Parliament for regu- 


lating the importation, and prohibiting the exportation of corn, 
&c. be read, winch being done, he. moved, that the houſe do 


reſolve itſelf into a Committee of the whole Houle to confidei 


of the ſaid act. The Speaker having left the chair, 
Mr. Ryder ſtated, that his object was to move to repeal part of 
the act, for the purpoſe of allowing the exportation of corn, but 
that was not to take place, except: in certain diſtrics, when 
corn ſhould be under a certain price. He therefore moved, 


chat the Chairman be directed to move the Houſe for leave to 
bring in a Bill to repeal the ſaid act. The reſolution was car- 
| ried, and the Houſe being reſumed, the 3 was ordered to 


be received on Monday. 


Mr. Fox preſented a Petition againſt the Londen Wet Docks 
Bill from the Company of Watermen. Ordered to be referred 
to the Committee on the Bill, _ 


He preſented another Petition from another body of perſons, 
and it was referred in the {ame manner. 


MILLER” 8 PETITION. | 
Ar : 1 then ſaid, he held in his hand a Pee of quite A 


different fort from th ole which he had ul preſented. It was 
a petition from an individual, Dr. John Miller, ſtating ſeve- 


ral cireumſtances, the pr incipal of which were, that the peti- 


tioner conceived he could ſtate and prove ſeveral important 
matters relative to the revenue of this country; that much 


more revenue was received than by law the collectors are em- 


powered to colltct, and he wiſhed that the ſubject ſhould be 
taken into conſideration by the Committee of Finance which 


arc now ſitting He wiſhed that the abuſes, of which he had 


to com plain, ſhould be laid before that Committee, in order 
that the ay might nave before them the real ſtate of the revenue; 


and that ther might ſee not only hat the produce of the re- 


venue is, but what » would! be, if fairly collected. The Pe- 


tition chen procgeded to ſtate grievances which he had ſuffered. 
Mr. Fox ſaid, he would not recapitulate the whole of the Pe- 
| | | tition, 
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tition, but he would ſlate from memory the general ſubſtance 


of it. The Petition ſtated, that in a particular branch of the 
revenue (the window tax) illegal exactions were made upon 
him, and that he had been compelled to pay more than by Jaw 
he was bound to pay. He ſtated, that upon arplication to cer- 


tain officers the illegal exaction had been difcontioned, but 
that he had no redreſs for what he had fuffered iu the mean 
time; that he was told only that fimilar demands ſhould not 
| he made in future. But that others were ſtill impoſed upon as 


he had been, as they did not make the fame rehſtance as he 
did; that he wiſhed the ſtate of this cafe to be laid before the 


Houſe, for that no man ſhould be called upon to pay any 
thing tor the revenue but what the jaw bound him to pay; and 


it ſtated ſome reſoiutions of the Houle of Commons in the ti: ne 


of Charles the Second, to reſtrain oficers from making impro- 


per demands in the collection of the revenue, and praying that 


the Petition might be referred to the Committee of Finance, 
and for ſuch NY relief as to the Toole lnould {eem to be 


juſt. 


on the table. | 
Mr. Grey moved, That there be Jaid before the Houſe an 


account of the advances made, or ordered to be made, for the 
ſervice of his Imperial Majeſty fince the 13th of December, 


1790, as allo the ſecurities for the repayment ot the ſame, to- 


gether with the date of the advances ref; pectively. Ordered. 


BANK INDEMNITY ILL. 


The Chancellor of the Exchequer moyed che order of the day 
on the Bank Bill, which was to go into a further Committee. 


The Houſe accordingly refolved ne: into a Committee of 


g the whole Houſe. 


In the diſcuſſion of one of the cl: auſes, 

Mr. Fox ſtated fome dificulties which he feared would oc- 
cur in the courſe of carrying rhe Bill into effect. It might be 
{aid in defence of the clauſe, now in diſcuffion, that provided 
for the payment of the army and navy in ſpecie, that their 
claims upon the public faith were gteat Granted : but they 


are not greater than the claims of the public creditor. That it 


was neceſſary they ſhould be paid in (pers: Granted : but 


not more neceſſary than that of paying tac public creditor, 


eſpecially | in {mall ſums. : 
Mr. A hitbread ſaid, that for the payment of the navy in 

ſpecie he could ſee a good reafon ; but why the foldiers ſhould 

be paid in caſh, when the day labourer and the working artifi- 


3 3 cer 


The Petition was brovoke: up, read, and ordered to be laid 
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cer were to be paid in paper, he could not ſee any reaſon; 
unleſs it was that Miniſters chuſed to have it underſtood. 


that they would pay men who had arms in their hands, in 
order to ſatisfy them, and perhaps to call upon thele men 
in arms to filence the murmurs of thoſe who were unarmed, 
:1 he- C bancellor of the Exchequer ſaid, that it did really ap- 
pear to him to be a ſingular mode of diſcuſſing this clauſe in 
the bill to make the diſtinction which the honourable gen- 
tleman had made, between the navy and the army ; and 1 
pecially to In inuate that Executive Government had i 
view ſome ſiniſter purpoſe; not that of providing for the 
general defence of the kingdom; but that they had an inten- 
tion of violating the law ; an intention of violating the liberty 
of the ſu ject, of reduciug the country to a ſtate of ſubjec- 
tion to a military governinent. Such infinuations were 
highly injurious 2s wel! as unfounded. And be it recahected 
that the army as we as the vary, was a body of men, 
_ whom, by law, had bech raid ien ihe df tence of the nation, 
whom, by law, we had a right 10 dich} live, and whom, by 
law, we were b. »uUnd to pay. Wow Id the honourable gute 
man {ell him, that the public creditor would be-fater ; that 
the induit;ious labourer would be ſafer in the enjoyment of 
the reward for his daily toil ? would the count:y be ſatcr, 
would the conſtitution itfelf be faier, {a cry of hear! hear !] 


would he tell-kim that he himfelt, or any of the gentlemen. 


who ſat round bim, would be ſafer? Would the labourer 
have more ſccurity for the wages of his honelt induſtry? 
Would any man in the kingdom have more ſecurity, it 
we had an army without pay, "than it we had an amy re- 
| gularly paid? Was that the {ituation, which, as a friend to 
order, as a friend to peace, as a friend to government of 
any deſcription, as a friend to legal liberty; were theſe 
the principles which the honourabl: gentleman would wiſh 
to recommend? He knew that a ſmall portion of ſpecie 
to pay the army would be extremely ſerviceable, and he mult 
return to the hope that gentlemen would coolly reflect upon 


this ſubject, and ſee the neceſſity of what was now propoſed, 


for jt was a meaſure, grounded upon public neceſſity, and 
had for its object the public ſafety. 

Mr. Fox ſaid, that the right honourable gentlemen had 
aſked his opponents whether they were friends to peace and 
order. He hoped they were. 
the clauſe in queition would be great, but he thought they 
would be trifling when compared to the language of the right 

- honourable 


He thought the miſchiefs of 
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honourable gentleman : for if thi: ſpecies of argument was 


to prevail, public cred 1 t be deſtroyed *The law had 


enabled us to raiſe, the Ivy nad empc wered us to diſeipline, 


and the law ordered ns to pay our army. That he knew as. 
well as the linitter. But at what tims had the law faid we 


ſhould pay © nb „ After payment of the public creditors 
for: (i J i 
EVEN beide we houle ratle an army. 
the ite [nated g n now, Would 1024 to an immediate 


tax on tbh funds, tor if the army was to be paid in prefer- 


Ent) 7 he public creJitor, it would follow that any part of 
the luis huis Int b. herchtter cr appropriared to the payment of 


the air may for it mit lead to this if the neceſſity ſhould 


ariſe. This was entirely reverſing the ſyitem of our public 


credit, wr our law was, that the „public creditor ſhouid be 


paid b-tore our fes could be raiſcd. He would add, that 
of we preſerved our public credit, it was much more likely 
that we ſhould preſerve public peace and the conſtitution. 


than that we ſhould preſerve either with an army paid with 


the produce of the p: 1blic debt. 
The Chancellor , the Excheguar recommended 2 calm dit. 
cuſſion of the tubJect, and entered into a | vindication of the 


bill. 


Mr. Sheridan followed the Miniſter, and maintained there 


was great danger in the ſpeech of that honourable gentle- 
man, inaſmuch as it ſcemed to favour the military too much, 


and ſeemed to prepare the country for a military govern— 


ment; but if he infinuated that the military would be ready 


to e ee in ſuch a plan, he groſsly libelled the military of 


this country. Indeed he believed, if the Miniſter withed to 
fee a military government eſtabliſhed in this country, he was 


ſingular in his wiſhes. There was but one man in that 
Houſe whg' would not be perfectly ſafe without a military 


SOVvernme nt. 


Sir Michael le Fleming fooke to acer He ſaid, he thought 


Mr. Sheridan's ſpeech wnded to make the labourers and in- 


du{trious poor jealous of the military and diſcontented with 


govern Ment. 


Sir V. Pulteney willic4 not to S claſſed among thoſe who | 
thought the preſent bil! neceſſary. He did not think that 


any legiſlative meafure ought to he taken ito reftria the Bank 


from iuing caſh. All that ne thought neceſſary was to in- 


demnify che Bank for ating in obedience to the Order in 
Council, With 8 to the preſent Clauſe, he had no ob- 
. jection 


ſaid that we mul py th. pubic creditor. 
'He principle which 
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jection to it, as it would be proper to continue to pay the 
navy in caſh, which had been always done, and as to the 
army, it never had been paid in caſh, and though the pro- 
viſion was extended to it, it would not encreaſe the quan- 


tity of ſpecie itJuc ed by the Bank, as it would be paid in paper 


AS uſual. 


Mr. Sheridan allowed that the worthy baronet was quite 
right in calling to order, but that unfortunately he had fixed 


ugon the wrong perſon. The argument which he had been 


uling, was to thew that the Miniil er had been m aking 1 invi- 


dious diſtinctions between the people and the army, and that 
he thought ſo ill of the military as to ſuppole that they 


would inſiſt on being paid in caſh. The charge, therefore, 
againſt the right hon. gentleman was, that he had ſpoken of 


the army as wiſhing to be put on a different footing in point 


of payment from all the reſt of the country. it was there- 
fore on this ground that he made ſure of tlie worthy baro- 
net's vote, for it was the Chancellor who had pronounced a 
libel upon the army, not the perſon who had been called to 
order. To the queſtion reſpecting the ſafety to be derived 


O | 
from the military, he ſhould only repeat, that there was but 


ane perſon in the country who would not be more ſafe with 


out a military government. To the clauſe in queſtion he 
wiſhed to object, and to move that the Treaſury ſhould 
have the power of drawing upon the Bank for ſpecie, only 
for the payment of the army and navy abroad. 

Mr. //hit/ read obſerved, that taking the argument 5 the 
Chancellor of the Exchequer on the ſubject of paying the 


army in caſh, whilit the manufacturer and labourer were 
obliged to accept notes, and coupling it with the general con- 
duct of Miniſters, and in particular with the open declaration 


of one right hon. gentleman oppoſite to him (Mr. Windham) 


that it might be neceſſary to uſe a vigour beyond the Jaw” 


—the whole appeared to him extremely alarming. He could 
not help conceiving that they had ſomething i in "temps: | 
tion which was wholly unconſtitutional. 


The Chancellor of the Exchequer denied that he had any 


thing i in view, by paying the army in caſh, more than keep- 


ing upon a fafe and nen ba 18 the defence of the 


| . | 


Mr. J ox ſaid, that when he een it was the BYTE 


| Miniſters who had plunged us into a war, that their miſcon- 


duct and extravagance in carrying on that war had cauſed 


the Ke failure of the Bank; and that from the dread- 


ful 
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ful conſequences of chat failure, internal tumults and com- 
motions were but too probably to be A cee | be Oown- 


ed he felt far from happy in the contemplation of what 


might be in the 11 of Miniſters to do. After the alarm 
ing manner in which the Chancellor of the Exchequer had 
argued, as a reaſon ſor paying the army in caſh; after the 
very unconſtitutional meaſures which Miniſters had hitherto 


adopted, and ſhewn themfelves fond of, he was by no means 
caly, to ſee them poſſeſs ſuck a dreadful. engine of power in 
their hands as an army thus paid, in caſe their apprehen- 
fions and fears for their own perſonal ſafety, ſhould lead 


them to call out that army to reli internal tum nults and com 


motions. | | | 
Mr. Sheridan ſaid that. in the preſent airing conjunc- 
ture, the calamities of which were induced by the meaſures 
of the Chancellor of the Exchequer, he was not ſurpriſed 
that the honourable gentleman had abandoned his lofty tone, 
but he was rather ſurpri! ed that he cver had allumed it. He 


muſt be conicious that he had brought the country to the 
verge of ruin, and that fecling that no retreat was left him, 
he might have recourſe to inconfiiturional meaſures for his 


Own protection, whether of influence, corruption, or military 
force. At the commencement of his financial career, he 
boaſted that, by citabliſhing the conſolidated fund, he had 
erected a pillar of public credit, on which he defired no 


greater honour than that his name ſhould be engraved—that 
pillar he had now undermined, and the only matter of ſur- 


priſe was, that he had not been cruſhed by its fall. He ſaid, 


that he hoped the time was not far off when he ſhould fee the 
Chancellor of the Exchequer held up as the ſole author of all 


the fatal calamitics which have befallen the country, and 
made ſolely reſponſible for them. It was on this account 
that he had ſaid in a former r part of the debate, he knew but 


of one man in the Houſe who had occaſion to wiſh to pay the 


192 in caſh, in order to enſure military protection. 

The clauſe was at laſt agreed to without a diviſion. 

Mr. Sheridan ſuggeſted that a clauſe ſhould be introduced 
for the purpoſe of obliging government to take paper in pay- 

ment of the taxes. 


The Chancellor of the Exchequer ſaid, that he Kd a Clauſe 


to that effect in his hand, which he meant to propoſe to the 


Committee. 


The clauſe limiting the duration of the bill being read, 
The Chancellor of fe Ercheguer allowed, that as ſhort a 


time 
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mit it. But he was more deſirous that we ſhould make a 
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time as poſſible ſhould be fixed, but ſtill it was neceſſary to 
allow Yomuch as might give the Bank as great an opportunity 
and chance as poflible, to pay with ſuch effect, as to enſure 
a continuance of doing ſo, when once they mould open again 
10 pay in ſpecic. Much might be expected in time to be 
brought in, from people in the country, and much from fo- 

reign countries. He was quite at a loſs, he confeſſed, what 

time to propoſe to the Committee for their adoption; but 


as far as his private opinion went, in order to give every 


probable ſcope to the Bank, he thought the time ought not 


to be ſhorter than the 24th of june next, and he accordingly 


moved that the blank ſhould be filled up with that day. 


Sir William Pultency was of opinion that three months 


was by much too long, it ought to be as ſhort as poſſible. 


Sir William ſaid, he diſapproved of extending the period 


of the Bill to ſuch a length of time The longer in his 
opinion the Bill was allowed to operate, the worſe the condi- 
tion of the Bank would become; he had a plan in his pocket 
which he was confident would ſave the country, if executed 
in time. He thought that the debate ſhould be adjourned, 
in order to give Gentlemen an opportunity of conſidering 
the ſubject coglly and deliberately. The period of the Bill 
ought not to extend longer than a month, but in the mean 
time he ſhould move that the debate on the clauſe be adjourn- 
ed till Wedneſday next. 
Mr. Elliſon was averſe to all theories, and wiſhed to hear 
plain ſenſe and plain facts. He was conſcious that he 
was an independent member of Parliament, and was not 
ruled by the opinions of the Chancellor of the Exchequer, 
much leſs by that bench oppolite him (the oppoſition bench.) 
He entreated an honourable Baronet (Sir William Pulteney) 
to bring forward the remedy. the panacea which he ſaid he 


olſeffed and which, he truſted, would prove an efficacious 


remedy for the preſent evils of the country. 


Sir William Pulteney ſaid, that he had no myſtery about the 


remedy he had to propoſe, it was no panacea, no noſtrum, 
but what men of experience and knowledge in financial at- 
fairs might eaſily deviſe ; it was in vain to propoſe his plan 
at preſent ; for if the preſent Bill paſſed with its clauſes, ſuch 
as they now ſtood, every remedy that could be propoſed, would 


be unavailing. He was now ready to propoſe his plan, if 
the nature of the debate and the hour of the night would per- 


ſhort 
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ſhort pauſe previous tothe clauſe now before the Committee be- 


ing adopted, eſpecially as no poſſible injury could ariſe to the 
Bank from the interpoſition of a ſhort delay. 


time he had no objections to a few days delay, it the honour- 


He expreſſed his apprehenſions, however, reſpecting its et- 


 hicacy, though he was not in poſſeſſion of it. 


Sir William Pulteney complained that it was unfair to pre- 
judice the Houſe againſt his plan before it had been heard, 


and perſiſted in declining to bring it forward that evening. 


Mr. Fox thought it highly proper in the worthy Baronet 


to defer laying his plan before the Committee till a future 
day, not.that Wedneſday would be better for the diſcuſſion 


of it than that day, but, becauſe it ſhould be conlidered ab- 


ſtractedly from the preſent bill, after the report of the Secret _ 
Committee was laid before the Houſe. He was of opinion, 
that the period of the bill was too long; he ſhould therefore 


move, that the blank, inſtead of the 24th of June, be filled 
up with the 1. of May. 


Sir William Pulteney ſaid, that Parliament ſhould keep, as 


much as poſſible, the controul in their own hands, to act 
as circumſtances might direct, he therefore preferred the 
ſhort day to that propoſed by the Chancellor of the Exche- 


quer. 
Mr. Fox moved as an 4 that the words © firſt of 


Mal, ſhould be ſubſtituted. 


The Chancell:r of the Exchequer (aid, that the Contec was 


not to be taken out of the hands of Parliament, as the right 
to alter was reſerved. 

Mr. Sheridan ſaid, that he agreed that ihe molt proper . 

time for propoling any plan, would he after the report of the 


Committee was preſented, and he thought that at lealt a par- 


tial one ought to be made. He did not think the credit of 


the Bank irretrievable, but he dreaded the torpor into which 


Vol. II. 1797. | 3Y 


The Chancellor of the Exchequer was defirous that the Bill 
ſhould go through the Committee with diſpatch ; at the fame | 


able Baronet wiſhed to lay his plan before the Committee 
on the bill, and could not do it conveniently on this evening. 


men's minds would be thrown by delay. If the Bank was 
not able to go on as before in leſs than two months, it 
completely undone: He thought it abſolutely neceſſary to 
have a clauſe to prevent the Bank ever again obcying ſuch 
an Order of Council. If the idca were to take root that 


ſuch a meaſure might be repeated, che credit of the Bank 
never could be recovered. = | | 


was 


5 He 
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He made a fanciful alluſion to the Bank, as an elderly lady 
in the cit * of great 1 and Jong ſtanding, who had lately 


made a/ aux pas, which was not altogether eren bie She 
had unfortunately al into bad cotapany, and contracted. | 


too great an imuinacy and connection at the St. James's s end 


of the town. The young gentleman, however, wit had 
employed all his © arts of foit perſuaſion, ro ſeduce this d 


lady, had fo far ſlic wn his deligns, that by timely cutting 


and breaking off the copneCtion, there might be hopes of the 
old gentle woman once more regaining her credit and in jured 
5 outation. in order to kae dae this, he ſhould füpport 
the amendment of his right honourable triend. On the tame 
| ground he thought, as io the plan ot the right hon Baronet, 
that it would be better put off, till the Commitice had made its 
report on the cauſes which gave riſe to the Order of Council, 
He alluded to the rem W Wag The proximate cauſes were 


very plain and well known. Government wanted money, 


and could not do without it. T hey knew. there was money 
in the Bank, and they laid their hands upon it. The Bank 
knew their power, and darcd not refuſe it. In the ſame 
Way, ſaid he, if a highwayman met me on Bagſhot Heath, 

put a piſtol to by breaſt, and demanded my money, the 
proximate cauſe is, that the highway man wanted money, and 


had a pretty certain notion that there was a ſum in my 


pocket. The proximate cauſe of the highwayman was clearly 


want of money, the proximate Cauſe of my letting him take it 


from me is, that | teared he would take my lite if I denicd 
him. The Houle were in poſſeſſion therefore of the proxt- 


mate cauſe, and the more dillant ones we hope to be acquaint- 


ed with ſoon; He hoped, theretcre the honourable Baronet. 
would poſtpone his plan, till the Committee had made their 
report on all the cauſes relative to the Order of Council 
Mr. Lubbock ſaid, for my own part, | have no idea 


of any real want of ſoecie i in the kingdom: [ offered Mr. 


Newland to pay into the Bank 10,000 guincas on condition 


he would repay the fame ſum in ſpecie if J required it, 
which | really did not apprehend; and that | knew thoſe 
who would pay him in the courſe of a few days $0,000 gui: 
neas on fame terms ; that, for many reaſons, i in my opinion, 


the time the Bank ſhould open to pay again in ſpecie ought 
tobe left to the judgment of the Governor and Directors, 
Without fixing any ſpecifie time, as the naming any certain 
day might be particularly injurious to the country bankers, 
: who would very probab y have many of thoſe. who held thelr 
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notes, calling on that very day for their money; whereas if 
no particular day was fixed, and the Bank began to pay ſpe- 


ſmoothly ; that I was convinced, with a very little aſſiſtance 
the Bank might go on as uſual immediately, and difcount 
freely ; if three millions were added to their capital, it would 
enable the Bank to diſcount to a much larger amount, which 
would more than necommogate the commercial world, and 
I would venture to be d -d, if ſuch a ſum would not be 
ſubſcribed in twenty four hours. This would put all to 
rights, and I wiſh it was in my power to ſubſcribe oe mil- 
lion to ſo advantageous a Concern; if I had the pleaſure of 
| ſuch an one to direct, I ſhould have no doubt of eke a 
very handſome profit by it. 


only new point in the diſcuſlion, that the ui e being ſo diſtant, 
the Bank could not make arrangements to complete the "i 
ſinels at a ſhorter period, The anſwer to this was, that the 
Bank could not ſee that clauſe, without alſo ſeeing, that, by 
the bill, a proviſion was reſerved, by which the Houſe could 
ſhorten the duration of the bill, it they judged proper. 

Mr. Dent thought, that the connexion between the Go- 


ceived, would go a great way to reſtore public credit. 
In ſhort, nothing could recover the credit of the Bank 
without a complete divorce from Government, and a limita- 
tion to the ilſue of notes. 


ſity of fixing a ſhort day, He withed to know what was 
to be done for the relief of individual bankers. 


merely becauſe they could not find cath. 
The Chancellor of the Exchequer ſaid, that a clauſe was in 


neceſſary to ſtop the farther operation of the proviſion, and 
if, under ſuch circumſtances, the Bank thould petition againſt 
that meaſure, it would certainly be difficult to refuſe the 
prayer of the petition. Another reaſon for the iſt of May, 
«1 LES - 2 in 


eie without ſuch notice, all would go on gradually and 


The Chancellor of ihe Exchequer ſaid, that he roſe to notice the 


vernment and the Bank ought to be prevented, and that the 
debt of eleven millions ſhould be diſcharged; this, he con- 


Mr. Harriſan ſupported the 5 and the 95 


He ſaid, that infinite miſchief might ariſe from 5 
not being able to pay in caſh; they might loſe the benefit 
of their contracts, and be ſubjected to the expences of actions, | 


preparation for this purpoſe, and Would be preſented. on the 


Mr. Fox ſaid, that if the 24th of June was named in the 
bill, and the Houſe, at any ſhorter period, ſhould think it 
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in preference to the 24th of June, was, that by that time, 
probably, the report of the Committee would be brought up, 


and conſidered by the Houſe ; then the Houſe would be better 
able to judge what meatures were necellary. 


Mr. Vanſittart ſaid that the firſt of May would be an incon- 


venient day, as the ſmall note Bill expired that day. 


Mr. Wilberforce Bird thought that monthly diſcuſſions 
upon the ſubject would be attended with bad effect. | 


Mr. Curwen thought the Houſe ſhould do no a than 


abſolute neceflity required, He thought it not right in the 
firſt inſtance to adopt the longeſt Period: : it was giving an 
5 Improper confidence. 


The ee being loudly called for, the Committee 


_ 
Ayes, ( Por the Amendment x — — 88 
8 6 Zgainſt it wy — — 218 
Majority 1 


HOUSE OF LORDS. 
MoN DAY, March 27. 
Th royal allent was given by common to the American 


Trade Bill, the Militia Pay and Clothing Bill, and the Scots 
Bank Note Bill. 


Ihe Commiſſioners were the Archbiſhop of Canterbury, 
Lord Kenyon, and Lord Grenville. 


DEBTORS AND CREDITORS. 
The Eal of Moira roſe, in purſuance of the notice he had 


given, to call their Lordthips' attention tg a ſubje&, upon ; 
which, perhaps, he had troubled the Houſe too often already, 


viz. to move for an enquiry into the Debtor and Creditor 
laws. He regretted the abſence of the noble and learned Lord 


who uſually fat upon the woolſack, and would not have brought 
the ſubject forward on that account, had his intention been to : 
move for any alteration in the exiſting laws; much more if he 


meaut to have recourſe to fo bungling a temporary palliative, 


ſo clumſy a remedy, as an inſolvent bill; a remedy never re- 
ſorted to without producing a certain degree of inconvenience . 


to trade in general, and material injury to the honeſt creditor. 
All he meant was, to move for a Committee to enquire into 


the laws reſpecting impriſonment for debt, with a view to 
ground ſome practicable propoſition upon the report. He con- 
lidered it as his duty, a to give {ome reaſons for his 
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preſent propoſition. It was an obſervation of Lord Coke, that 


| laws ſhould be of ſuch a nature as to ſecure for themſelves the 


moſt reverential obedience: when laws, therefore, did not 


produce that effect, it was of importance to enquire how they 
came to fail in that particular, which was of ſuch conſequence 


to the ſociety for whoſe benefit they were inſtituted. The 


debtor and creditor laws he conſidered as failing in that particu- 


Jar, and, in order to ſubſtantiate his opinion, he appealed to 


the mode in which arreſts by meſue proceſs and executions were 
conducted. He thould not enter upon the bankrupt laws, nor 
other collateral parts of the ſubject, reſpecting which he had on 
former occaſions ſubmitted his opinion to their Lordſhips. The 
principle he meant to proceed on the Houſe had already ad- 
mitted, and acted upon, in what was commonly called“ The 
Lords' At.” In the caſe of arreſts by meſae proceſs, the un- 


fortunate perſon who was the ſubject of the arreſt was thrown 
into gaol, without the debt having been proved, and without 
being brought to trial for a conſiderable time; it was notorious 


that he might lie ſeven months in priſon before the declaration 
of the plaintiff was given in, and might remain five months 
longer in gaol before the ſuit came to a trial; and all this long 


impriſonment was inflicted merely upon ex parte evidence, the 


_ priſoner in the mean time having neither proviſion made by 
law for his ſuſtenance nor clothing; nay, even after a trial by 
the exiſting laws, he could not be liberated, except by ſuing 


for his enlargement, which required means not perhaps in his 


| poſſeſſion. The unfortunate dehtor, therefore, in theſe re- 


ſpecs, ſtood in a much worſe ſituation than the felon accuſed 


of the moſt attrocious crimes. This he ſtated as a ſufficient 
ground of itſelf for their Lordſhips' enquiry, as it muſt be evi- 
dent to every perſon that the prone abuſes might be commit- 
ted, and the heavieſt injuries ſuſtained under this form of the 
_ His Lordſhip next adverted to the ſtate of the law reſpecting 
executions, which, he contended, made no difference between 
_ the fraudulent and the unfortunate debtor, and which was 
_ equally injurious to the intereſts of the debtor and of the cre- 
_ ditor ; becauſe a man who had been unfortunate was prevented, 
by the rigour which might be practiſed againſt him, from en- 


deavouring to retrieve his fortune by honeſt induſtry, and 


thereby anſwering the juſt demands to which he was liable. 
It was well known that the creditor often proceeded againſt 
the unfortunate debtor to the utmoſt ſeverity of the law, with 


a view to torture the compaſhon of his relations or acquaintances 


into a {ubſcription for his relief; a ſpecies of perſecution which, 
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in-a well regulated country, certainly ought not to be. tole- 


rated. It appeared, from well authenticated documents, that 


about 130 perſons, upon an average, were liberated from gaol 


every year, by the application of the friends of a charity in- 


ſtituted for that purpoſe,* who were kept in confinement. 
merely from the want of the means of ſuing for their groats. 
This of itſelf was an evidence of exiſting grievances, and he 
hoped would operate as a ftrong argument with their Lord- 
ſhips to grant the Committee for which he was about to move. 
It was notorious to every one that the greateſt abuſes were 
committed by low attornies, gaolers, and turnkeys, which the 
law in its preſent ſhape could not poſſibly prevent, and which 
might not even come to the knowledge of the judges, or reach 
the ears of thoſe authorized to check and puniſh ſuch abuſes. 
He believed from his heart that the authors of ſuch abuſes were 
never ſcreened by the noble and learned Lord (Kenyon) now 
upon the woolfack, and that the aſpsrſions contained againſt 
that noble and learned Lord in an anonymous letter which had 
been ſent to him (Lord Kenyon), and which the noble and 
learned Lord had put into his hand ſince he came into the 
Houſe, and permitted him to mention to their Lordſhips, were 


ſcandalous and untrue. There was no man who knew the no- 


dle and learned Lord's character, and who could not have ob- 
ſerved without admiring the uniform ſteadineſs and integrity 
of the noble Lord's judicial conduct, who would not join him in 
that opinion; at the ſame time all their Lordſhips muſt agree, 
that if abuſes did exiſt, let them be committed by whom they 
. might, they ought to be remedied ; ; and the beſt mode of re- 
_ medying them, was to remove the pretext under which they 
were practiſed. His Lordſhip went into ſome length of detail 


to ſhew the urgent neceſſity of ſoine alteration of the practice 
which at preſent obtained under the laws of debtor and cr 
tor; and concluded with moving, 


That a Committee be appointed to enquire into the prac- 


tice and effect of impriſonment for 55 and to report there- 


upon to the Houſe.” 
Lord Kenyon roſe, with evident agitation, ond ſaid, when 
he came down to the Houſe that day, he did not know whe- 
ther he ſhould not be dragged to their Lordſhips' bar as a cri- 
minal. He begged their Lordſhips' indulgence, therefore, 
while he expreſſed his injured feelings. It was moſt true that 
the perſonal accuſation which had been alluded to in the latter 
pat of the ſpeech of the noble Lord, and which had been con- 


_ The Society for Tk liſcharge of periyns impriſoned for ſell debts, 
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veyed in an anonymous letter, though it had ſometimes aſſum- 
ed a more reſoectable ſhape. had been ſent to him, and had 


equaily excite] his grief and indignation: grief, that there 
ald te a man in tre kingdom who ſhould, for a ſingle mo- 
ment, ſuppoſe him capable of the conduct charged upon him 


in che letter alluded to, and barefaced enough to put ſuch an at+ 


cuſation againſt him upon paper, withoutaftording him an oppor- 
tunity of convincing that man, whoever he might be, how ab- 


ſolutely groundleſs every particle of the accuſation was It called 
to his recolj:Etion a caſe which had lately come before him in his 
judicial capacity, in which Mr. Boſanquet, though not called 

upon to do fo. had come forward and vindicated his character 


from an unjuſt aſperſion of having ever fold any place of emo- 
lument, of which he had the patronage as a Director of the 
Eaſt India Company. Though he was not now upon his 
oath, he ſpoke under a ſenſe of the duty which he owed 
both to God and man, and he took this opportunity of ſolemn- 
ly declaring, as he hoped for ſalvation at the day of judgment 


from that all- good and beneficent Being, to whom he was to 
anſwer for his conduct in this life, that every ſyllable of the 
accuſation was utterly falſe and untrue; that he never had re- 


ceived any profit or emolument from the abuſes which had 


been mentioned, and whiclr, in the letter alluded to, were 


ſaid to be ſanctioned by him in his judical capacity, on account 


of the profits ariſing from them, which he was repreſented as 


avariciouſſy ſharing with gaolers, turnkeys, and others. Un- 


der his preſent feelings, however, he molt earneſtly begged 


and beſeeched, nay, he implored, the Houſe to appoint a 


Committee to enquire into his conduct, and he pledged him- 
ſelf (though by tie law a man was not obliged to appear againſt 


himſelf) to give evidence before that Committee of what he 


had now moſt folemrily aſſerted. That in the lower depart- 
meuts of che law there were many bad men, who preyed upon 
the unto tunate, and practiſed upon the diſtreſs and miſeries of 
their ſellow-creatures, he knew but too well, and to ſuch men 
he always oppoſed himtelf. After begging pardon of the Houſe 


for faying {o much upon a ſubject which merely concerned fo 


inſignificant an individual as himſelf, he proceeded to ſtate his 


objections to the motion; and, in the firſt place, he laid it 


down as a principle, quoted from Lord Coke, that credit 


would be iparingly given where there were not the means of 


enforcing payment of the debt. He inſiſted that the law of 


arreſt, as it at preſent preyailed, had conduced in an eſſential 


degree to the encreaſe of commerce and the extenſion of trade. 
That if the ſecurity it afforded the creditor was either weak 
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ened or diminiſhed, it would produce the moſt ferious conſe- 


quences, and poſſibly deſtroy both the one and the other. 


"The noble Lord had, on a former occaſion, propoſed a ſpecific. 


plan, which ſeemed to him to be far oreferable to the mode of 
- proceeding now propoſed ; but that plan was lo clumſily drawn 
up, and pregnant with ſo many inconveniencies, that it was 
_ thrown out of the Houfe. The mode of enquiry by a Com- 
mittee appeared to him to be infinitely more objectionable, as 
it would bring the whole code of the laws of the country into 
diſcuſſion, and give rife to the projection of new ſchemes and 
plans without end, which could do no good, but which might 
| be productive of an infinite deal of confuſion and miſchief, 
His Lordſhip inſiſted upon the leniency of the bankrupt laws, 
which, as they were now executed, afforded protection to the 
boneſt but unfortunate debtor. With reſpect to = _ Gelays 
which had been inſiſted upon by the noble Lord, he ſaid he 
had affiſted juries in the deciſion of about a thouſand ceo an 
nually; and that the delays, when they did ariſe, were advan- 
tageous inſtead of being injurious to the debtor, It was im- 
poſſible altogether to prevent abuſes; but when they came to 
his knowledge they ſhould never be counte: nanced, nor the 


authors of them ſuffered to go unpuniſhed, it they could bs 


made amenable to his juriſdiction. , He recommended it to the 
noble Lord not to inſiſt upon the Committee, but, if he meant 
do perſiſt in his object, to bring forward ſome propoſition i in a 


regular and ſpecific ſhape, which would no doubt be contidered 


by the Houſe with that fairneſs and impartiality -hich was due 


to every thing coming from ſuch a reſpectable charadter. He 
faid, he mult leave off where he began, and molt earneſtly 


| beſeech their Lordſhips to appoint a Committee to enquire 
into his conduct, that ſuch « miſerable man as himſelf might 


de relieved from his preſent feelings, and be enabled to clear 


bis character from moſt foul and unmerited aſperſion. 


The Earl of Moira ſaid, that he would begin where the 
noble and learned Lord left off, and deprecare the appoinment 


of any ſuch Committee as the noble and learned Lord deſired. 


He would reſiſt the appointment of ſuch a Committee in the 


moſt decided manner. The noble and learned Lord's charac- 
ter, during a long profeſſional life, was too well known, and 
too much reſpected, ever to ſuffer from any malevolent inſi- 


nuation which might be thrown againſt it. He was ſurpriſed 
even that the contents of an anonymous letter ſhould have 
made any impreſſion upon the noble Lord, but he made allow-- 


ance for his generous and virtuous feelings. If anonymous 


letters were worthy their Lordſhips attention, he could afſure 


them 
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them he had been honoured with many upon the preſent ſub- 


ject; ſome applauding his humanity, though that was not the 
pround on which he reſted his preſent motion, and others of a 


directly oppoſite nature. He had one in his pocket at that 
very time, tigned by a perſon who denominated himſelf a 


di ſpcrute creditor, who aſſerted that he ſaw his intended object, 


that it would ruin him and his family if the ſecurity afforded 
by the law of arreſt was taken away, that he really was what 
he ſigned himſelf, a deſperate cred:tor ; and if he ſucceeded in 


his purſuit, the writer would put him to death, Such, how- 
ever, was the different impreſſion that the menace made on his 


mind, that he begged the anonymous letter received by the 


noble and learned J. ord, and that received by him, might pair 


off together, and be heard of no more. His Lordſhip pro- 
_ ceeded to reply to the arguments againſt his motion; and ſtated _ 
that if the Committee was granted, he ſhould move, after 
their report was given in, for an Addreſs to his Majeſty, to 

order a Bill to be prepared by the proper perſons upon the 
„ ny 5 


Lord Kenyon ſaid a few words in replrxrr. 
The Earl of Coventry declared that, from what he had heard 


from both the noble Lords, he was convinced that the ap- 
pointment of the Committee moved for would be highly im- 


proper. TY 7 Ce, 
After which the Houle divided. 
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| „ 5 1 
DIMISSTON OF THE FIRST LORD OF THE TREASURY, 
The Earl of Suffolk roſe to addreſs their Lordſhips, in con- 


ſequence of the notice he had ſome time ſince given, and the 
motion he had made, for their Lordſhips to be ſummoned for 
that day. He had no doubt he ſhould obtain their indulgence 
and attention, as it was not often that he ventured to trouble 
the Houſe. He ſtood altogether unconnected with any party, 
and had nothing to afk, nor any thing to expect, and in what 
| he had to offer to their Lordſhips' conſideration, he was ac- 


tuated ſolely by a fincere wiſh to do ſervice to his country. 


The times were now become ſo ſerious, and the ſituation of 
the country fo truly critical and dangerous, that it became the 
duty of every man in that Houſe to ſpeak his ſentiments freely 
and fairly upon the ſubject without reſerve. _ DO. 
I wo ſeſſions ago, his Lordſhip ſaid, he took the liberty of 
offering his opinion relative to the ſituation of the country, 
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and his advice then was, that we ſhould boldly look it in the 


face. He had propoſed at that time, that the country ſhould 


be put in an immediate ſtate of defence; that a very exten- 


five encampment ſhould be formed in a central ſituation, as 


well as ſmaller ones all along the coalts, and that carriages 
of a particular conſtruction ſhould be provided, ready tor the 

molt ſpeedy conveyance of troops, ammunition, ſtores, and 
ghout the king- 


that time great preparations had been talked of as neceſſary; 


but little effectual had, in his mind, been done. Much had 


been ſaid of our naval exertions at all times, and certainly 


the conduct of our officers and ſeamen had done them the 


_ higheſt honour ; but was proper encouragement given to thoſe _ 


who greatly diſtinguiſhed themſclves and atchieved exploits 
reniung the firſt rewards? That gallant veteran, now no 


more, (the late Lord Rodney, ) in return for one of the moſt 
ſignal victorics which ever graced the annals of this country, 


had been left in a ſtate of Hoverty, and ſuffered to be harraſſ- 


ed with law ſult after law ſuit, ſo that had it not been for 


the protection afforded by his Peerage, he would, in all likeli— 
hood, have ended his days in a gaol. Had not his body been 
arretted after his death, and been in danger of being denicd 
the rights of burial ? His Lordſhip next "took notice of the 
treatment experienced by Lord Howe, who, in return for as 


brilliant an action and as glorious a victory as ever was 


heard of, had received no remuneration whatever, but the 


thanks of the two Houſes of Parliament. Something fur- 


ther, indeed, had been promiſed him, but was afterwards 
beſtowed ele here. He acquitted the noble Duke, whoſe 


ſhoulders were graced with that ribbon which had been once 


allotted for the gallant and noble officer, of whom he was 


| ſpeaking, of any particular intention to deprive him of this 
mark ot royal favour. He placed it to the account of that 


Miniſter, whoſe whole lite, lince he became ſuch, had been 
one continued ſyitum of cunning, deccit and duplicity. Ano- 


ther veteran commander who had been in the Weſt-Indies, 
| had received ſuch. treatment from Miniſters, that on be- 
ing aſked to 80 out again he refuſcd to do fo, unleſs the 
king ſhould pofitively lay his commands on him to go, in 


which caſe he muſt obey his duty, but declared that no con- 


: Clerenon ſhould induce him voluntarily to entruſt his honour 


again into the hands of ſuch men as the preſent Miniſters. 


5 En Lordſhi p next advertcd to the recal of Lord Fitzwilliam 
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from Ireland, which he ſaid had been the cauſe of all the 


calamities with which that country was at this time afflicted. 
But the miſcondu& of Miniſters was not only maniteſt in 
their management of the domeſtic concerns of the country, 


their duplicity and incapacity were equally notorious in 
every Court of Europe. He ſhould only mention the treaty 


of Pilnitz, which would redound to their everlaſting ſhame. 
He dwelt on the impropriety of having formed connections 


with foreign Courts, by which ſo much of the 4v-alth of the 
country was drained away, that it was reduced to a itate of 
bankruptcy. The duplicity of thoſe Courts ſhould have 
been a ſufficient ground to prevent ſuch connections, and 


particularly that which they diſplayed to each other. Mi- 


niſters boaſted however, that they had faved the country 
from French principles. Fatal deluizon! Who were thoſe 
who were accuſed of entertaining French principles? they 
were men of the greateſt property and the higheſt honour in 
the kingdom; he himſelf had had this gallic creed imputed 
to him; but what motive could he poſſibly have for holding 
ſuch opinions! He had a large eſtate, and a title which had 
been conveyed to him through a long line of anceſtry, and 
which he wiſhed to tranſmit to his poſterity. But to what 
did all this tend? He wiſhed to reſtore the country to its 
former ſtate of envied greatneſs ; this however could not be 
done while the preſent Miniſter remained in power. The 
motion which he was about to make, he was not ſanguine 
enough to hope it would be carried, but he withed that it 


ſhould be recorded on the Journals of the Houſe, that he had 


done his duty at this alarming criſis. He ſhould alſo ſolicit 


an audience of his Majeſty, and humbly tender to him his ad- 
vice upon the preſent ſtate of public affair, an! when he 
had made this appeal to his ſovereign, he ſhould have che 


ſatisfaction of having done all which in his individual capa- 


ciry it was in his power io perform. He concluded with 


moving for an addreſs to his Majeſty, to diſmiſs ue firſt 
Lord of the Treaſury from his Councils. 


Lord Grenville oppoſed the motion, becauſe the cob Earl 


did not appear to him to have founded his argumen's « againſt 
the perſon ſo particularly pointed out by it, nor ag. inſt the 
conduct of adminiſtration in genera], upon facts ſufucicnily 


ſtrong and ſubſtantial to bear a motion of that nature. The 


noble Earl had entered at large into a multifarious ſeries of 
meaſures, the complex circumſtances of which he had to- 
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tally miſtaken and condemned, without endeavouring to 
warrant his aſſertions by any evidence or any proof what- 
ever. Near as he ſtood in point of relationſhip, and till 
- nearer in that of friendſhip, to the diſtinguiſhed character 
who was alluded to in the preſent motion, he was in a great 


- meaſure precluded from ſpeaking of him, in that manner, 


which he ſhould do, of any other perſon of whom he thought 
ſo highly. He had no doubt, however, but the many and 


great ſervices he had rendered his country, were too deeply 


impreiſed on the minds of the public, to make it neceſſary 


for him to ſay much on that head. With reſpect to the 


argument of the noble Earl who made the motion, it was 
cCouched in ſuch very general terms, that it would only be on 
one or two particular points, that he ſhould have occaſion 
to trouble the Houſe very thortly. So far as his honourable 
friend was concerned in the neglect or failure of any cir- 
cumſtance tending to promote and benefit the public wel- 


fare, he was confident the neglect and failure was attribut- 
able only to thoſe errors to Which human nature is at all 
times liable, to thoſe accidents which no human prudence 


can prevent, or to thoſe diſpenſations of Providence, which 
no human wiſdom can controul, and not to any inattentiou, 
Intereſt, or perſonal ill-will. One of the firſt accuſations 
which the noble Earl had brought forward againſt his hop. 
friend was a charge of having injured the public cauſe ly 
removing {ome officers from the public ſervice, to make room 
for others more pliant and more uſeful to his views, on whom 
he wanted to beſtow the public honours and emoluments ; and 


of neglecting to reward the meritorious {kill and bravery * 


others, in the manner which the nation wiſhed for, and 
their own riſk and talents had deſerved. Though no man 
__ entertained a more liberal or more grateful opinion of the 


gallant oſfcers alluded to than he did, he hoped their Lord- 


ſhips would ſuffer him to decline entering into the invidious 


taſk of ſcanning their deſerts, and permit him to proceed 


with examination only of the truth of thoſe declarations re- 


ſpecting them which the noble Earl had that night made. 
With regard to what had fallen from the noble Earl reſpecting 
Lord Rodney, he begged the Houſe to recollect that no part 
of what was done in the way of remuneration, was at all to 


be accounted for by the preſent adminiſtration, who were 


not in office at the time. The penſion which was ſettled on 
that gallant officer, was given before the preſent Miniſters 
came 
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came in. They had no. ſhare in adviſing or fixing the quan- 


tum. They had indeed, on the death of that noble Lord, 
adviſed his Majeſty to continue the ſame to his family, and 


it had been done accordingly, by the conſent of Parliament. 
So far they had been deſirous of reinembering and reward- 


ing the ſervices of the noble Lord. With regard to the 
other two inſtances which the noble Earl had alluded to, he 
could conſcientiouſly aſſure their Lordihips, he had never 


heard the anecdotes which the noble Earl related till that 
evening, and from what he underitood of the ſubject, he was 


apprehenſive the noble Earl labourcd under {ome miſtake 
ariſing from groſs miſinformation. With reſpect to the 


treaty of Pilnitz, both within and without doors, it had long 


been a matter of miſapprehenfion and abuſe, and like many 


other tranſactions had been invidiouſly miſrepreſented to ca- 
lumniate adminiſtration, though the fatal conſequences of 


that calumny involved the happineſs and tranquillity of the 


country. He hoped from what he was now going to relate, 


thoſe miſrepreſentations would ceaſe, and all further decla- 


mation againſt Miniſters for the ſhare they were ſuppoſed to 


have had in the fabrication of that treaty, be diſclaimed. The 
_ treaty of Pilnitz originated with the Courts of Vienna 
and Berlin, and was ſigned, ſealed, and ratified without the 
participation, and even "without the knowledge of the Britiſh | 
Cabinet. So much for particular articles; in reply to the 
more broad and general declaration, that ſuch connexions 
were formed with foreign Courts as drained away the 

Wealth of the country, and reduced it to a ſtate of bank- 
ruptcy, he had only to recall their Lordſhips' recollection to 
the flouriſhing ſtate of the finances and reſources of the coun- 
try, to the extent of our commerce, and the receipts of our 
cuſtoms. Some temporary check and embarrailment in the 

concerns of public credit had been recently experienced it 
was true, but he conceived it highly improper to involve 


that circumſtance with the preſent queſtion, eſpecially ſince 
it was already in a ſtage of diſcuſſion, upon the reſult of 


which their Lord{hips would hereafter be called to decide. 


But to refer to the connections which ſubfiſt between Great 


Britain and foreign powers, whatever might be the alledged 
duplicity and perfidy of thoſe powers, the truth of which, if 
neceſſary perhaps, he might be likely in ſome degree at leaſt 
to diſpute, he truſted there could be no doubt, no difficulty, 

no diſpute, concerning the integrity and candour of Great 

Britain, her faith and honour were never higher, never 
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542 WOODFALL'S PARLIAMENTARY REPORTS. Lon ps, 
much reverenced and relied on as at the preſent moment. He 
now came to the confideration of the conduct of the war. 
That the allies had not been fo ſucceſsful as they might not 
only have hoped for, but expected, he was ready to admit; 


and that ſuch accidents as are incidental to all wars, and which ir 
was ſcarcely poſſible to avoid, had happened, he was alſo read 
to admit; but whatever might be the misfortunes of the allies, 
he hoped and truſted all parties would allow that the exertions 


of this country had been unparalleled in the page of hiſtory, 


and that they had been attended with unparalleled ſucces, 


Our naval viRorics were more brilliant than ever before diſ— 


| tinguiſhed any age or any country, and therefore it appeared 


peculiarly hard that all the honour, all the praiſe, and all the 
glory, ſhould be reaped by individuals, while all the cenſure, 
all the ſhame, and all the reſponſibility, was thrown on Mi- 


niſters. Let the ſucceſs of the war, however, be what it 
might, he was convinced, and relied on the conviction of their 
Lordſhips and the country alſo, that if the war had not been 
underxrtaken, the religion of the country would by this time 
have been overthrown; the laws, our pride and protection, 
have been trampled on; the ſacred inſtitutions of our anceſtors 
_ deſtroyed, all rank, property, and diſtinction, laid Ate. and 
our glorious Conſtitution totally extinct. 


Lord Hay (Earl Kinnoul) ſaid, that he was never more 


9 ſurpriſed than on the preſent occaſion, to ſee a motion of this 
important nature, no leſs than for removing the Prime Miniſ- 


ter of the country from his high ſtation, without one ſingle 


charge or proof whatever brought againſt him. He confidered 
the country by no means in ſo bad a ſituation as many timid 
people apprehended. He praiſed the conduct of the war, and 
ſaid, that the brilliant ſucceſſes we had met with far ſurpaſſed 


thoſe of any former war. With regard to what had been ſaid 


of Lord Rodney's remuneration, he was not a little aſtoniſhed 
to hear it. In the firſt place, the preſent Miniſters were not in 
office in 1782, and he could anſwer for it that Lord Rodney's 

family were perfectly ſatisfied with the proviſion that had been 
made for them ſince Lord Rodney's death. He ſhould there- 
fore give the motion his decided negative. | 
I The Earl of Sf defired to retract part of what he bad 
ſaid relative to Lord Rodney. He believed the penſion was 

_ rightly ſtated by the noble Lord, Still, however, it was cer- 
tain that brave officer was afterwards, from a variety of Jaw 
ſuits, reduced to a ſtate of great poverty, and his body for a 
conſiderable time ſeized upon, and denied the rights of þurial. 
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himſelf, Miniſters refuſed to let him have them. His Lord- 
{hip alto quoted, from memory, a ſhort paſſage from a pam- 
phlet publithed on that occaſion, addreſſed to the people, in 
which the author ſays, Can you bear to ſee the laurelled 


hand of vour BEL1SaR1Us ſtretched out, and begging to you 


V 5 
The Marquis of Lanſdeꝛun ſtated, that he could anſwer for 


it, that when it was in contemplation to reward Lord Rodney 


for his brilliant action on the 12th of April, 1782, every 


thing that was handſome and liberal was meant to be done for 


him. With reſpect to the papers that the noble Earl alluded 
to, he had often heard of them, but had never been able to 


The Duke of Nerfol ſaid, the noble Secretary of State had 
contended. that the ſyſtem which Miniſters had purſued had 


preſerved the Jaws and Conſtitution of this country, He wiſh- 
ed that this aſſertion was confirmed by the ſtate of the coun- 


try; and he was afraid that, if Miniſters were ſtill to obtain 


the blind confidence they had ſo long poſſeſſed, the time might 


come when we might find we had loſt both our laws and con- 


ſtitution. It was ſaid, that no ground was ſtated for the pre- 


ſent motion. In anſwer to that objection, there needed no 


argument. It was enough to ſay in the words of the inſcription 


over the celebrated architect of St. Paul's, “% monumentum 


queris, circumfpice.” The grounds of the motion were to be 


found on every tide, and in every part of our ſituation; they 


were to be found in our alliances, where our former confede- 
Tates were leagued with our enemies; they would be found in 
the whole conduct of the war, in the ſtate of our finances, and, 


above all, in the fituation of public credit, fo fatally wounded 


by the meaſures of Miniſters. _ 


The Marquis Towny/hend ſpoke againſt the motion. He 
ſaid, the country was by no means in a dangerous fituation ; 
_ and contended that the war had been carried on with the moſt 


brilliantinceefles. That on all former occaſions, during the 


continuance of war, the funds were very low; and he was ſur- 


the ſituation of our affairs. | | 5 


The Earl of Warwick ſaid, he roſe to trouble their Lord- 


ſhips with a few words only; but before he-proceeded further, 


he begged to explain an expreſſion, which he had been told had 


fallen from him in the hurry of debate, the laſt time he had 
the honour to intrude upon their Lordſhips, and which cer- 
tainly might be underſtood in a very different and more exten- 
_ ive &nſc than he meant to apply it. He had made uſe of an 
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544 WOODFALL'S PARLIAMENTARY REPORTS. [Lon ne, 
expreſſion, * the deſperate ſituation of the country,” Un- 
doubtedly he did not deſpair of the country, or think its ſitua- 
tion deſperate; he merely meant to ſpeak of it as an arduous 


ſituation, and a ſituation of danger; and he was the more de- 


ſirous to be correctly underſtood in this particalar, becauſe lie 


Was convinced that gloomy and exaggerated repreſentations of 
the ſtate of the country given in Parliament were attended 


with the worlt eſtects in the diſtant parts of the kingdom, and 
tended to difpirit the people, to check their exertions for the 


defence of our coaſts, and to diminiſh that zeal which they 


otherwiſe were all inclined to manifeſt with becoming car- 


neſtneſs and ſincerity. He lamented therefore extremely 
that noble Lords of great talents and great authority, ſhould 


think it prudent and well timed to come down to that Houſe 
merely to draw dark pictures, and give a deſponding account 


of our ſituation. When he faid this, he declared, he did 


not impute improper motives to any noble Lords, but he 


_ cautioned the Houſe againſt the uſe of exaggerated expreſ- 
ſions with regard to our ſituation, which could only ſerve to 


Taiſe the hopes and pretenſions of the enemy. There was 


| 2 French paity in this country, and it was poſſible that there 
might be a French party in parliament. Such pictures, 


therefore, as he had alluded to, could only ſerve to animate 


| hoſtile diſpoſitions. If there was any juſt ground of com- 
plaint, he was convinced that the people would obtain their 
_ right, if they made their complaints known in a lawful and 


conſtitutional manner. But it was not the proper way to 
{olicit with arms in their hands. Such was the manner in 


which the Irith inſiſted upon the redreſs of their grievances. 


The Earl faid, he did not view our ſituation on the dark 
ſide which ſome liked to contemplate. Changes in dreſs 
had lately been introduced in that Houſe, and ſome might 


with to have a Crop Adminiſtration. He ſaw no reaſon, 


however, to prefer any ſet of men to another on ſo frivo- 
lous an account. He ſhould therefore vote int the mo- 


tion. 


The Earl of Derly TE the noble Earl had warned the 
Houſe againſt painting our ſituation in ſtrong colours ; for 
his part, when he felt the country to be in danger, he con- 


ſidered it his duty to remonſtrate and to guard againſt the 
_ evils it might produce by looking at it fairly, and ſtating. 
it without reſerve. He was apt to ſpeak warmly, when he 
felt occaſion, but he hoped he ſhould expreſs himſelf in de- 


cent and Tema language, conſiſtent with the ah 444" 
1 due 


Match 27. ] WOODFALL'S PARLIAMENTARY REPORTS. 545 
due to their Lukaſhips. He ſhould, therefore, notwith- 
ſtanding the noble Earl's caution, continue to reprobate the 
miſconduct and incapacity of Miniſters, in as ſttong terms 
as he thought ought to be applied to them. It had been 
inſiſted on by the noble Secretary of State, and other noble 
Lords, that no proofs had been brought forward, nor no 
reaſons given as the grounds of the preſent motion. He 
did not conceive it to be neceſſary to ſtate particular reaſons 
for ſuch a motion. The notoriety of the circumſtances fu- 
perceded the neceflity of detail. It was ſaid that a people 
with arms in their hands did not deſerve any favour ; but 


had not the conduct of adminiſtration, fomented the diſcon- 
tents of the people of Ireland, and by the provocations they 
had given irritated their minds to the preſent alarming de- 
gree? Could the diſtreſs of the country now be compared 
to that of any former period? Or could it be imputed en- 


tirely to accidental circumſtances. Was it not rather the 


natural and neceſſary conſequence of the profuſe expendi- 
ture, and the accumulated debt which the adminiſtration had 
occaſioned. Was it inflammatory to impute to the Miniſ- 
ters the dangerous ſituation of the country, to tax the ſyſtem 


they purſued, and to fay that the bankruptcy of the Bank of 
England was to be charged to their account? He conſidered 


the cauſe of theſe difaſters to be with Miniſters, and he 


therefore gave his decided ſupport to the motion. 

Lord Romney ſaid, that for ſeveral months paſt, it had 
given him the greateſt concern to hear perſons on all ſides, 
both within the walls of that Houſe and without, talk of the 


| ſituation of the country in the moſt deſponding manner, 


For his own part, he thought very differently of it, and was 


Certain there was nothing wanted to reſtore it to his former 


ſtrength and power, but active energy. He had argued on 
this head with many of his friends in vain, till at length he 


was obliged to tell them in a laughing way, © well, enjoy. 


the comfort of being ruined, if you will have it fo.” He 


nevertheleſs regretted the expreſſions uſed. with regard to 


our ſituation. as they were calculated to produce no good 


effect here, while they were received with pleaſure on the 
other ſide of the water. He thought the ſituation of the 


country not worſe that it had b en at the end of laſt War, 


and before. Our allies had loſt, but we had gained in the 
conteſt. He did not ſee any cauſe of apprehenſion. With 


regard to the conduct there might have been ſome faults, 
but great allowance ſhould be made for the extraordinary 
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tary gift, to the extent of his ability to the public exigency. 


He himſelf would ſubſcribe 5000l. ; and, he thought there 
would eaſily be found a hundred thouſand individuals, who 
would ſubſcribe their lool., ſo that upon a moderate com- 
By putation, 10 millions might be obtained. 


He propoſed that this ſhould be paid by ;nflalleents; 


For inſtance, he would commence on the iſt day of January, 
1798, and pay 5 ol. a month, fo that in ten months he 
5 ſhould have paid the whole. Each ſubſcriber to do the ſame, 


according to the ſums reſpectively ſubſcribed, even ſa low 


as 5ol. The whole of this money to be diſpoſeable by and 
ſubject to the controul of parliament, ſuch a meaſure, if 
carried into execution, would convince the enemy of the 
ſpirit and reſources of the country, and would counteract 
any impreſſion which might be made on the French govern- 
ment to our diſadvantage, by the deſponding ideas of ſome 
as to our ſituation, or by the warm language of others on 
the conduct or miſmanagement of our Miniſters. With re- 


gard to the motion, he mould certainly give it his negative, 


The Earl of Derby apologized for troubling the Houſe 


again, but an.cxpreſlion of the noble Earl who ſpoke laſt, 


he ſaid, obliged him to notice it. He was certain the noble | 
Farl did not mean it, but from ſome of the words uſed by his 


T.ordſhip, they might carry an inſinuation againſt him, 


hich he utterly aifclaimed. He meant that of giving the 
_ ſmalleſt degree of encouragement to the hopes of the French, 


by the warmth ot expre (hen he had uſed either on the miſ- 
management of Miniſters, or the deplorable ſtate of our 


2fairs, Ie had forgot to notice one part of the noble Earl's 
5 (War wick) 
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nature of the war, and the deſperate efforts of the enemy. 
Perhaps it would have been as well to rely for deſence upon 
our wooden walls. He thought that the Miniſter ſhould. 
have carried the loyalty loan a little farther ; for he was con- 
vinced that a great deal more might have been ſubſcribed, 
which would have prevented the preſent difficulties, and 
been of the utmoſt j importande in inclining the enemy to 
. pacific meaſures, If the country were really harraſſed and 
_ diſtreſſed in any thing like the manner deſcribed, he conceived. 
to be the duty of every Engliſhman to contibute his aſſiſtance 
to relieve it. He had a plan to ſuggeſt which he was con- 
vinced would be of great advantage; it might be confidercd 
| ablurd and quixotical, and he might be laughed at and ri- 
diculed for having thought of it; he would nevertheleſs ſub- 
Mit it as it had occurred to his mind. He thought that 
every man ought to come forward and contribute a volun- 
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(Warwick) ſpeech, when he was up before, and which he 
now begged leave to obſerve upon. The noble Earl had 


ſaid, that there was a French faction, or men entertaining 


French principles in this country, and perhaps in one or 
other of the Houſes of parliament. As that noble Earl had 


found fault with the motion then in debate, becauſe there 
was no ſpecific charge in it, he was ſurpriſed that he him- 
ſelf ſhonld make uſe. of ſuch an infinuation. Surely, if the 


noble Earl knew of any ſuch faction, it would be his duty 


to name the perſons, and make a direct charge, otherwiſe 
his objection to the preſent motion, for want of a ſpecific 
charge fell to the ground. Indeed it was altogether un- 
founded. If the noble Earl who made the motion had ex- 
| Hibited articles of impeachment aga:nit the Miniſter, then 
he muſt have ſtated ſpecific charges, and proved them aftex- 


wards ; but for the purpoſe for which it is intended, the pre- 


Lord Romney aſſured the noble Earl who ſpoke laſt, that 


he meant no perſonal alluſion to him. On the contrary, 
he ſaid, he always had thought his Lordſhip remarkably 
_ guarded and cautious in his language, and equally temperate | 
and reſpectful. JJ 8 
Lord Rawdon (Earl of Moira) ſaid, that the preſent was 
not a caſe where it was neceſſary to ſubſtantiate very parti- 


cular charge, as if it were a ſpecific accufation, nor was 


there any injuſtice in proceeding upon general grounds, be- 
cauſe it was not acting an unfair part to withdraw confi- | 


dence from thoſe who were no longer deenied worthy ot it. 


Many of the arguments uſed againſt the motion ſtruck his 
mind as the ſtrongeſt reaſons that could be urged for its 
adoption. That the preſent was a period of the utmoſt dif- 
ficulty and danger, no man would dare to deny. To apply 


the remedy to our diſtreſs, the extent of it ought to be aſ- 
certained. It would not do to hide the dithcuitics that were 
to be encountered from ourfelves or from the country. The 


whole hope of ſalvation whieh remained, was to intuſe con- 
fidence into the public mind, and this could only be done 
by candid and manly conduct, He conſidered the difficulty 
ot our ſituation to be great, but he ſaw no reaſon to deſpond. 
Our diſtreſs, indeed, was great beyond example, but our 
reſources were great likewiſe, To meet ſo great an ex- 


igence, the confidence of the people muſt be reſtored. 


Ninety- nine out of a hundred, he was ſure were ſenſible 


of the extent our reſources, and were capable of judging of 
. — 
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them; but could they have confidence in thoſe Miniſters 


who, poſſeffing thoſe reſources, and with a liberality of ex- 
pence bcyond all former precedent, have reduced the coun- 


try to its preſent ſituation! How then was this diſtreſs 
and this dithculty incurred? Look to the management of 
finance, to the military conduct Miniſters kad purſucd. We 
commenced the war with all Europe for our allies, and 
with finances unimpaired. Our fleets and armics were every 
where victorious, and with all this luccels, it the Miniſters 
were not to blame, how come we in aur preſent ſituation ? 
Belgium was loft, Holland and Spain and other allies con- 
verted into enemies, Ireland in a ſtate of almoſt actual inſur- 
rection, and the nation become bankrupt! The ſchemes of 
finance with which the Miniſter had deluded the nation, had 
Prepared the way for this cataſtrophe. The ſtatements of 
the expences of the war had been calculated to impoſe upon 
the country, and to conceal our ſituation. What had been 
the conſequence? The Bank of England had ſtopped pay 


ment, and its credit could never be reſtored to that ſtate in 


uvhich it previouſly ſtood, becauſe the act of Council having 
once been taken, there was no ſecurity that it would not be 
5 repeated. What had been the reſult of their military con- 
duct? How with that plenitude of reſource which they poſ- 
ſedſſed, was our ſituation ſo difficult and embarraſſed ? The 
5 noble Lord had propoſed a ſubſcription, but would the peo- 


ple ſubſcribe when the preſent Miniſters were ig manage it 


with the ſame prodigality, and in the ſame unprofitable 


manncr which they had already manifeſted, not to mention 


how far the Houſe of Commons, would approve of money 


being raiſed for public purpoſes through any medium but 


their own. In the conduct of the war, they had ſpent. the 
| ſtrength of the country in diſtant expeditions, in attacking 
the ſkirts of the Frerich power, in making conqueſts in the 
_ Faſt and Weſt-Indies, while, if they were really combating 
French principles, they muſt have been aware that they had 
no chance for ſucceſs, but in a different mode of conteſt. It 
a wild beaſt was abroad, was it of i important uſe or conducive 
to our reputation to have got behind it, and cut off a piece of 


its tail? His Lordſhip reprobated the whole conduct of the 


War, and concluded with declaring that he ſhould give his 


moſt decided ſupport for the removal of Miniſters who had 


afforded ſuch proofs of incapacity, and whole meaſures had » 
| reduced the country to its preſent ſtate. _ 


Lord * ſaid, that he Was eren acquainted with 
the 


. 
n 
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the privileges of the Houſe of Commons, to know that the 
_ propoſal he ſuggeſted, mult be carried into effect by their au- 
_ thority, and he expreſsly ſtated that the amount of the ſub- 
ſcription ſhould be ſubject to the controul of Parliament, and 


diſpolable by Parliament. N 


Farl Spencer ſaid, that before any charge of blame could 
be brought home to Miniſters, it was neceſſary to prove that 


the expence which had been incurred had been occaſioned 
by their miſconduct. To move for the diſmiſſion of Miniſters 


was to imply a charge which ought previouſly to be eſta- 
bliſhed. No opportunity had been neglected to put an end 
to the war, and it was proved that its continuance was to be 


aſcribed to the ambition of the enemy. The Earl ſaid, he 
would not enter into an examination of military affairs, but 


he would venture to aſſert that the naval power of this coun- 
try had never been ſignalized more conſpicuouſly than dur- 
ing the preſent conteſt. ES Os 

Ihe Earl of Carlifle ſaid, he never would hear an aſſertion 


that implied that the Board of Admiralty had on every occa- 
ſion done its duty, without riſing and replying that Miniſters 
had loſt the moſt favourable opportunity of putting an end to 

the war, in not having given orders to admiral Colpoys, if 
he miſſed the French fleet, to proceed to Ireland. Had this 
been done, and had the French armament been deſtroyed, 
in his opinion it would have been followed by an immediate 


TT! ws det do Jon 5 
Farl Spencer defended the conduct of Miniſters with regard 


to the orders given to admiral Colpoyͤs. | 


” * 


The Marquis of Lan/down declared he completely agreed 


with the noble Earl (Lord Carliſle) with regard to the conduct 
of Miniſters upon the occaſion alluded to. He thought the 
Admiralty had been extremely negligent of their duty and 


highly to blame. He ſhould ſay a few words likewiſe to the 


ſubject immediately before the Houſe. He confeſſed that he 
had no confidence in a mere change of men. He conſidered 
one puniſhment of a Miniſter, where it was merited, of in- 
finitely greater public advantage than any change that could 


take place. He had formed this opinion both on principle 


and practice. He was for a ſtrong executive and a vigilant 
independent legiſlature, mutually checking each other, and in 
this balance he conceived liberty to conſiſt. The hiſtory of 
the changes that had taken place from the removal of Sir 


Robert Walpole tothe preſent day, had provedthe inefficacy of 


changes of men. Sir Robert Walpole was removed by popular 


clamour 
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clamour at the time he was carrying that admirable ſcheme, 


the Sinking Fund, into execution, and the country ſuffered 
by his removal. The conſequence of that change was, his 


ſucceſſors plunged the nation into a Spaniſh and a French 
war, and dilapidated the Sinking Fund. At the cloſe of the 
ſeven years war, a change allo took place, and the new Mi- 


niſter ſquandered 75 millions of the public money in carry 


ing on the very meaſures he had reprobated when out of 
place. At the end of the American war, violent clamours 


had been raiſed againſt the peace that was concluded, which 


time had proved to be ill founded, and the perfon who had 
been molt forward in that clamour would probably have 


come into office as one of the moſt popular Miniſters that 


ever was in this country, but for the coalition with Lord 


North, which then took place. With him, therefore, a 

change of men was not that panacea which ſome con- 
ſidered it to be. He was for a fundamental change of 
| ſyſtem; he was for a complete acknowledgment of paſt 
error. He was for a government, conducted without 
influence, and whoever were Miniſters, if they had in- 
tegrity, honour, and purity, he was not doubtful of the re— 
_ ſult. The Marquis alluded to the affairs of Ireland, and 
| ſeverely reprobated the ſentiment of thoſe in the Iriſh Par- 
liament, who had expreſſed a wiſh that the north of Ireland 
were in a ſtate of open rebellion, a wiſh ſimilar to that of 
the Duke d'Alva, one of Philip the Second's generals, when 
ſent to the Netherlands, who were contending for libert 

againſt the tyranny of Spain; the Duke declared himſelf amaz- 
ed to find the people ſo quiet, and wiſhed they had been in open 


rebellion that he might have exerciſed his power of cruſhing 


them. He deſired their Lordſhips to look at the account of 
army extraordinaries on the table, and aſked what their 
property could long remain worth, when millions after mil- 
lions were ſquandered in the moſt improvident manner ? 
What would the noble Lord's ſubſcription of ' 5000l. do, 
when ſuch a floodgate was opened, and when every man in 
office had his hand in the public purſe to ſpend as much as 
| he thought proper. The term, good peace, was frequently 
uſed, but he wiſhed it could be defined. He wiſhed to know 
what we are fighting for? Is it Belgium? If it is, aſk the 
country whether they will perſevere in this war for ſuch an 
object. Is it for any territorial poſſeſſion? He wiſhed it to 
be diſcuſſed what terms would conſtitute a good peace. 
When mis“ was Known, it + might be poſſible to proceed, He 


could 
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could never conſent to any peace that would infer public ig- 
nominy, and if the enemy were to inſiſt on any ſuch condi- 
tions, it would unite every man in the country, to reſiſt their. 
Pretenſions. | = | a 
Lord Grenville began by ſaying, his noble relation had ſo 
ably ſtated the ſituation and reſources of the country, that he 
ſhould not touch on that ſubject. He then entered into a 
defence of the Admiralty with regard to the Breſt fleet. 
Having recapitulated moſt of the arguments urged by Lord 
Spencer in a late debate on that ſubject, he declared he was 
ſurpriſed to hear the argument uſed by the noble baron (Lord 


every thing ought to be reſted on our naval exertions, but 
here the noble Lord had blamed Miniiters becauſe they had 
not preferred continental war. The natural part for Eng- 


effort had been made, and every ſucceſs obtained, regarding 


government were turned towards the Continent, when all 


confining their exert ions to the navy and the colonies, which 


Of late, Miniſters in compliance with the public voice had 
declined ſending troops to the Continent, they had turned all 


reputation to have taken the French monſter behind, and 
cut off a part of its tail? Were our victories at ſea, and our 
= conqueſts in the Eaſt and Weſt- Indies, no more than the end 


1 


„ 
e 
5 


lowed that changes of Miniſters, made by popular clamour, 
had not always been calcnlated for the public good, and he 
had inſtanced the caſe of Sir Robert Walpole ; that change, 
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not a change of men, but an entire change of the principle 
and ſyſtem of the government he delires. A change in our 


and immediate confuſion. Were not their Lordfhips con- 


niſters 
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Rawdon), with regard to the manner in which our ſtrength | 
had been employed. It uſed to be the great argument that 


land to take in the war had been properly performed. Every 


T.. * 
—_ , — 


this as a naval and colonial war. When the exertions of the 


the troops our ſmall military eſtabliſhment could afford, were 
| ſent to the Netherlands, then Miniſters were blamed for not 


it was faid were the proper objects of Great Britain in a war. 
their attention to the navy and colonies, and ſtill they were 


| blamed (by Lord Moira) even though they had been ſo ſuc- 
_ ceſsful, and their Lordſhips were aſked if it conduced to our 


of the monſter's tail, and were they to be ſo degraded by the 
moſt humiliating compariſon? The noble Marquis had al- 


Lord Grenville afirmed, was not leſs calculated for the pub- 
lic good than the preſent. But the noble Marquis ſays, it is 


ſyſtem of government would throw the country into total 


vinced of the danger of French principles from which Mi- 
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niſters had preſerved the country ? From ſuch a change he 
was convinced the whole nation would recoil. It had been 
aſked, for what was the war carried on? It was not for this 
or that province, it Was, whether the French ſhould poſſeſs 
the whole of the maritime coaſt of the Continent oppoſite 
to this country. That was the preſent object. Another 


was, the haughty manner in which they had treated our 
overtures for peace. They had called for our terms, which 


they had rejected without offering any on their part. No 
Miniſter had ever been more ignominouſly treated than ours 


had been. His Lordſhip declared he had often heard profeſ- 
Hons of unanimity when the country was inſulted ; but he 
never had received the ſupport of thoſe who made the pro- 


feſſions. His Lordſhip condemned the deſponding language 


which ſome men held reſpecting our finances, and he con- 
tended that our reſources were ample and abundant. 


The Marquis of Lanſdorun declared, he was not ſurpriſed 


the French in the late negociation had ſhewn ſome haughti- 
neſs. The French were men with natural feelings, and 


muſt remember and reſent the abuſive language Miniſters 


had uſed reſpecting them on all occaſions. Were we to 


wonder that the French entered on the negociation with 


coldneſs and diſtruſt, when not only the former language of 
Miniſters, but every circumſtance attending the negociation, 
_ itſelf gave them cauſe to ſuſpect our ſincerity ? The Mar- 


quis ſaid he would not ſuffer an imputation of Jacobi- 
niſm to be caſt on him, by the noble Lord, when that noble 


Lord muſt know that by a recommendation of a change of 
. ſyſtem, he meant nothing like Jacobiniſm. He denied hav- 


ing recommended à change of government. He only deſired 
the preſent ſyſtem ſhould be changed for a conſtitutional 


ſyſtem. And he would contend for a conſtitutional govetn- 


ment, even th-ugh it was the faſhion for Miniſters to inſinu— 


ate, that thoſe who recommended any change were Jacobins. 
He denied having any Jacobin principles about him, and aſ- 


ſerted that he had always adviſed Miniſters againſt Jacobio 
principles, becauſe he was convinced they went bey ond an Ag- 


rarian, they went to a community of goods, and every abſurd 
and pernicious degree of equality. He declared he had read 
a book on that ſubject, and he was aſtoniſhed to find what a 


jingle of fine words might be brought to bear in defence of a 


ſubject founded in the molt abſurd caſuiſtry and deluſion. 
He did not believe there were many Jacobins in principle in 
this country ; and he knew of no ſuch practical Jacobins as 


his 


Nr 
*. 
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his Majeſty's Miniſters. They had baniſhed gold and ſilver 


from London, at the time they began to be plenty in Paris, 


and they had taken up the paper ſyſtem at the time France 


had laid it down. Forced loans, military force, and every 


Jacobin project they had adopted as France rejected them. 
They purſued a line of conduct perfectly agreeable to all 


Jacobins, and well calculated to promote their objects. The 

Marquis thought the immortal jury of 1794 had ſufficiently 
ex poſed the falſehood of the pretended Jacobin plots. lo. 
the noble conduct of that jury, he did not know how many. 
of their Lordſhips were now indebted for the poſſeſſion of 
their lives and fortunes. It was that jury which defeated 
the Robeſpierian ſyſtem, which was attempted to be eſta- 
bliſhed in this country. | 


The Duke of Bedford ſaid that he would: ſupport the ne- 


ceſſity of a change of ſyſtem and of principle in ſpite of the 


calumnies which he knew he would incur. It was his ob- 


| Ject:to chace corruption from ſenates, and deſpotic princi- 


ples from the councils of kings. The danger of French 
principles was held out, but, good God! was it the way, to 


guard againſt French principles, to ruin our own country ? It 


had often been {aid that Miniſters had no intereſt in continu- 
ing the war. But it might be ſaid that it never was the in- 


tereſt of individuals to commit errors. Miniſters might feel 
an individual intereſt in continuing that ſyſtem with which 
their power was connected. The ſtate of the finances was 
alarming in the higheſt degree, but the danger could only be 


remedied by meeting it fairly. Were a peace now to take 
place, he would undertake to prove that taxes to the amount 
of two millions and a half would be neceſſary to cover the 


expences already incurred. He declined going into the detail 


of theſe ſubjects at preſent, but ſhould give his hearty aſſent 


to the motion. 


The Houſe then divided 


Contents — — „ 7 
Proxies — 2— 17 
Nol-Cyntens — 86 
Proxies — — 18— 104 
Majority 87 


The Earl of Oxford gave notice of a motion reſpeRing 


Proteſts next Thurſday, and moved that the Houſe be ſum- 
moned on that day. %% ͤ ĩð tf EA 


_ Adjourned. ' eb oh 
Vor. II. 1797. 4B 
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$54  WOODFALL'S PARLIAMENTARY REPORTS, Contes, 
HOUSE OF COMMONS. 
MoxDAY, March 27, 
Mr. Alderman Anderſan moved, that the act which regulates 


the price of bread according to the returns of the price of 
wheat, flour, &c. be read; which being done, he ſtated a 


oO 
great number of very unworthy practices which are conſtantly 


made uſe of to Keep up the price of corn on the day at which 


the return is made, by which the price of bread is regulated, 
whereby the magiltrates of the city were very much impoſed 
upon, and ſuggeſted the neceffity of many freſh regulations, 
_ which the magiſtrates of the city were not empowered by law 
to make, and concluded with moving,“ That leave be given 
to bring in a Bill to explain, amend, and render more ot] 


the ſaid Act.“ Granted. 


Mr. Ryder brought up a Bill to regulate, 6 certain con- 


ditions, the laws now in force relative to the exportation of 
corn, &c. which was read a firſt time, and ordered to be read 
2 ſecond time the next day. 
Mr. Abbot poſtponed the —alideragon of the evan af the 
Committee to conſider of the beſt means for promulgating the 


ſtatutes, until that day ie 'nnight, on account of the preſſure of 


buſineſs, which rendered it impoſfible for the printer to be ready 


with a ſufficient number of copies of the report. 


Colonel For ter poſtponed his motion relative to the borough 
| of Southwark to ſome future day, on account of a caſe now 
before the Houle, which was fimilar to that of the Borough. 
He did not with to bring forward any propoſition in the Houſe, 


the determination of which might affect the opinion of a Com- 


mittee upon that point. He ſhould have intimated his inten- 


tion looner, had he receiy ed earlier information of the Cale to 


PROD he alluded, 


BANK BILL. 


Mr. Hobart brocakit up the report of the Committee on the 

Bank Bill. The amendments being read, 
The Chancellor of the Exchequer ſaid, he had aclauſe to adler, ; 
on the ſubject of which a great deal had been faid in the courſe 
of the diicuflion of this Bill, from which he collected there 
would be no difference of opinion with regard to the clauſe ; 
he meant a clauſe providing that Bank notes ſhould be received 


in payment by the collectors in every branch of the revenue. 


e had another clauſe, to which he ſolicited the attention.of 
the Houſe, the ſubject matter of which had undergone a con- 


ber able ſhare of dicuſhon 1 in the progreſs of the rene Bill; 
on 
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on that clauſe he wiſhed g gentlemen to deliver their opinion, for 
it went to regulate, to a certain extent, the mode in which 


Bank nctes ſhould bs received in individual tranſactions. This 
was a matter of great importance, and it could not be too 
much canvaſſed. Tae regular mode of proceeding, as he un- 
derſtood it, would be, that the Bill be recommitted, in which 
purpoſe he thould bring up the claufes, the purport of which 
he had thus ſhortly opened. 

The Speaker obſerved, that if the B. I! ſhould be recommit- 
ted, every member would of courſe be at liberty in that Com- 


mittee to propole any clauſe, and therefore the regular form 
of the motion thould be, © That this Biil be recommited, for 
the purpoſe of receiving ſuch additional claules as may. be of- 
fered. | 


The Chancetlar of the Eechoruer having made his motion in 


that form, the Houle reſolved itſelf into a Committee of the 


whole Houle. 
The Chancellor of the Exchequer then propoſed his firſt 


| clauſe, That the collectors of the public revenue, &c. ſhall 
receive in payment Bank notes, &c. That this clauſe ſhall 
be made par of this Bill during the continuance of the reſtric- 
tion on the Bank not to iſſue cath, &c. Agreed to. 


The Chancellor of the Exchequer then propoſed the other 
clauſe. As it related to a matter of confiderable importance, 


| he wiſhed the attention of the Committee to be directed to it. 


- 
. 


He ſhould, as clearly and conciſely as he could. explain the 
ſubſtance of the clauſe he was about to offer to the conſidera- 
tion of the Committee. It had reference to the ſituation of 


perſons who may offer, in payment of their debts, Bank notes, 


who may haye no means of paying their debts in -2th. He 


begged it to be underſtood, that the clauſe did not g⁰ che length 
of making Bank notes a legal tender, nor to take away the 


power of the creditor to purſue in the courſe of legal procels 
means to obtain payment of his demand in caſh. The whole 
' ſubſtance of the clauſe was this: if any man offered a Bank 
note in payment of a demand, that offer ſhould do away the 
effect of a perſonal arreſt in the firſt inſtance. The other pro- 


ceſs of the law ſhould take its courſe to the attainment of judg- 
ment, as if this clauſe had never been projected, in the fame 


manner as when any man fues for his debt without arreſting 
the perſon of his debtor. It only ſaved the holder of a Bank 
note from the inconvenience of giving bail to action upon de- 


poſiting the Bank note. The condition of the creditor would. 
be this; that the: Bank note ſhall ſtand as a ſecurity for his de- 
mand until he ſhall, in the due courſe of law, obtain his judg- 


4322 ment. 
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hall have obtained his jud 
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ment. Which when we conſider the probable effect of the 
general feeling which he was glad to obſerve had gone abroad, 
and which was manifeſted by the reſolutions of different opu- 
lent ſocieties to receive Bank notes as caſh in.payment, would 
be a good ſecurity to the creditcr in the courſe of his legal pro- 
ceſs, without even binding him eventually to take it after he 
gment for the debt. 

The clauſe was brought up and read a firſt time: upon the 
queſtion for the ſecond reading,. 

Mr. F:x ſaid, he did not riſe to object to this clauſe. With- 
out pretending to be learned in caſes of legal ſubtlety, he might 
venture to alledge that he was not one of thoſe who admired 


886 


the policy of an arreſt in the firſt inſtance, in order to obtain 


payment of a demand. He did not agree with thoſe who 


thought that the moſt efficacious mode of ultimately ſuiting 
the convenience of even the creditor, to ſay nothing of the in- 


tereſt of the debtor. He mcant only to ſtate a few obſerva- 


tions on the ſubject, as it preſented itſelf in a general view, 
It muſt be obvious to the Committee, that when men received 


mi payment of their demands a Bank note, they received that 


which they were not accuſtomed to receive, namely, that ſort | 
of paper for which, when they pleaſed, they might have mo- 


ney. This was leaving to a man no choice as to the mode in 


which he was to be paid, or even in which he was to have ſe- 


curity for the payment of his demand. This was a caſe, for 
which, perhaps, there was no remedy, and we were left only 


in a condition to lament it. If one man had a demand upon 


another for 1000]. and he proceeded againſt him, he could, 


under this clauſe, have no other ſecurity than that of a Bank 
note; a very good ſecurity he hoped it would be, but then if 
he took it, and owed another the ſame ſum, and that other 
did not chuſe to take it, he muſt incur the penalty which 
Would attend the litigation of that demand. All this was a ſe- 
rious evil to every perſon who ſhould have the misfortune to be 


involved in it. He wiſhed the Committee to conſider the caſe 
fully, for he was much afraid we fhould ſoon be under the ne- 
ceſſity of carrying the caſe further; and it was impoſſible to 
foreſee what effect the whole of theſe might ultimately have 


upon the public credit. We were brought into a ſituation in 
which difficulties would every day be more numerous, and our 


remedies every day fewer and fewer. What concluſion did he 


draw from all this? That we ſhould fix, for the whole of the 


operation of this Bill, as ſhort a duration as poſſible. He did 


7 not | N to ſay that any 8 he Hao 2 now adyanced were 


to 
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to be conſidered as arguments; he offered them merely as ſug- 
geſtions. 1 


Mr. Huſſey was glad that Bank notes were not propoſed to 


be made legal tenders, becauſe the miſchief of that would be 


obvious. What he was going to ſtate, he did with the beſt 


motive in the world, that of ferving his country. Of the 
propriety of his meaſure the Committee ſhould judge. It was 
upon the beſt authority in the country, Adam Smith. He 
ſaid, that the funded debt of a nation was the ſource of ca- 


pital,” and in that view he alſo took it. He did not agree 
with thoſe who talked of the neceſſity of increaſing the circu- 
lating medium of a country, without conſidering the real 


wealth of that country. No medium, whether countenanced 


by Government or not, was worth any thing, but as it was 


the repreſentative of real wealth. All other repreſentatives 


were really worth nothing, and depending upon them would only 


delude us. He had nothing to ſay againſt the Directors of the 
Bank, nor any thing at preſent upon the circumſtances which 
brought us into our preſent ſituation. His object was to de- 


D 


viſe means by which we might have a chance of getting out of 
it as ſpeedily as poſſible. Their object then appeared to him 
to be that of aiding the circulation of valid paper, which was 
founded on a ſolid ſecurity, namely, the pledge of the national 
faith to the proprietor of the funds. He therefore propoſed, 
that any man poſſeſſing 100l. in the three per cents. or any 


other ſum, {hould have, to that amount, by applying at the 


Bank, an authentic document of the value of his property at 
the fair marketable price of it at the time of the application, 
which would enable any man to raiſe money upon the moſt 


ſolid ſecurity. This appeared to him to be the way to aid 
trade, for, by this, activity might be given to a capital of four 


hundred millions of funded property. What he had ſuggeſted 


might be deemed a fooliſh plan; but, as he thought it other- 


wile, he conceived he had done his duty by ſubmitting it to . 


the conſideration of the Committee. 


Sir Francis Baring doubted very much whether thoſe who 
brought forward this Bill underſtood the extent of the operation 
it would have. A vaſt large maſs of the circulating property in 
this country was applicable to the payment of foreign bills of 
exchange, for which the preſent Bill was not at all adapted. 


What was a party to do on whom a foreign bill of exchange 
was drawn, payable in gold and filver, when that bill became 


due? If he had nothing but Bank notes, his bill would be 


proteſted for non-payment. The event would go abroad; the 
bil! would be returned as having been diſhonoured, and the 


credit 
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erodit of the party would be 
might have a thoufand of theſe bills (and this was not over- 
Rating the matter); what was to be done in ſuch cafe? 
Was not ſtating a thing that was merely likely to happen, for 
there were many perſons interefted in its happening, and who 
in the courſe of their profeſſion derived advantages from the 
publication of it, namely, thoſe who had a commiſſion to note 
and proteſt bills for non-payment. 
ought to be attended to very ſeriouſly, for it affected the whole 
He ſaw no means by which this evil 
could be avo! ded, but by making Bank notes a le 
Mr. Dent wiſhed to make Bank notes a legal tender, as long 
as the ſuſpenſion of payments at the Bank in cath laſted. He 
ſuggeſted alto the propriety of limiting the iflue of Bank notes. 
Where could there be any harm in ſuch limitation; 
been ſaid, however, that there were not iſſued notes enough. 
Suppole that iſſue to be increaſed. 
longer before the * at the Bank could be removed? 
The Chancelior of the I 


gone for ever. 


of our foreign trade. 


| be neceſſary, but he thou 


[Commont, 


One individual 


He 


This was a thing which 


gal tender. 


It had 


Would it not be ſo much 


obſerved, that it had hi- 
therto been underſtood that Bank notes ſhould not be made le- 
gal tender, if it was poſſible for us to meet our difficulty with 
No man could pretend to ſay what might eventually 
ht that ſucha meaſure ſhould not be 
_ agitated at prefent ; and he was happy that, now it was a month 
ſince the Order in Council had been iſſued, it had been attend- 
ed with many great advantages. 
honourable Gentleman, who was fo deeply intereſted in this 
Bill, would not now preſs a matter that was obviouſly wiſhed 
to be avoided by all parts of the Houle. 
was no Jealouſy reſpecting Bank notes. 
iſſue of them had been very beneficial to commerce ſince the 
temporary ſuſpenſion of the payment in caſh by the Bank. 
He wiſhed the Committee to be ſatisfied there was no neceſſit 
for going farther than was now propoſed. He had the pleaſure. 
to add, that the bankers were perfectly ſatisfied with the clauſe 
which was now before the Committee, as it gave them as 
much, ſecurity as they deſired to have; 
he thought would be imprudent. 
Mr. Fix agreed with the Chancellor of the Exchequer that 
the Committee ſhould not go to any length that was not neceſ- 
ſary in forcing the circulation of paper. 
of Bank notes, he thought they could not be free from that 
fort of jealouſy which attended the iſſuing them, when it was 
known that no caſh was to be expected in exchange for them 
at the Bank until the ex piration of the preſent Bill: no other 
jealouſy 


He had therefore hoped the 


He believed there 
He thought that the 


to go further at preſent | 


But as to the jealouſy | 
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jealouſy did he preſume to ſay attached to them. As to the 
time when the Bill expired, whether then caſh would be had 
for them at the Bank, that was entirely matter of conjecture, 
upon which at preſent there neither was nor could be any 


evidence before the Committee. The neceſſity which pro- 
duced the firſt Order in Council might produce its continu- 


ance beyond the period of the prelent bill; and therefore, 


upon the ground of public ſecurity, there was nothing to 
reſt upon. He muſt therefore repeat what he had often al- 


leged, that their never would be any ſecurity tor the country 


until its credit ſhould be reſtored. He had no difficulty in 

faying, that if it were poſſible for them the next day to have 
the choice whether we ſhould get thirty or forty millions in 
ſpecie, to enable the bank to pay in cath all the notes that 


were iiflued ; or have no more ſpecie than we have at pre- 
ſent, but be able to reſtore public credit, he ſhould prefer 
the reſtoratien (if that were pollible) of public credit to the 
influx of ſuch an immenſe quantity of wealth. That re- 
ſtoration of credit was not to be obtained by wealth, but by 


Confidence; that wealth would, when acquired, be devoted' | 
to the payment of the public creditor, in preference to ad- 


vancing it to government. The public ſhould have ſome 
pledge of that kind betore their confidence would return. 


The Chancellor of the Exchequer alluded to the principle | 


laid down by Mr. Fox, that the ſhort duration of the Bill 
would be the beſt means of enabling the Bank to reſume 


their operations. He certainly agreed that the object of 
the Committee ought to be tro make the period as ſhort 


as poſſible, and the only point was, what was the pe- 
riod which ought to be fixed in the firſt inſtance. For 
his own part, he felt that the ſhorteſt poſſible time would be 
moſt proper, but he alſo felt that to make the period ſhort, 


would be to defeat the purpoſe which the Committee had 
in view. There was only one more part of the right hon. 
_ Gentleman's ſpeech upon which he withed to animadvert. 
It was aſſerted that the Bank poſſeſſed the power of a com- 
pulſory iſſue of paper, which they had no means of convert- 


ing into caſh. This he denied. The Bank, when they in- 


ceaſed their notes increaſed them either on money, or ſolid 
ſecurities depoſited with them. The taking of them was 
voluntary, and therefore to ſuch increaſe the perſons WhO 


recovered the notes were parties. 


Mr, Fox ſtated a caſe ; a man might depoſit 10-0l. in the 
bank. He might want money, and he muſt now take notes 


for 
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dio nt. The rein of them, therefore was compulſory 
J upon him. 


_—_ Mr. Dent ſpoke i in explanation. | 
4 Mr. Hobhouſe ſaid, it was ſtrange, indeed, if the bankers 
Bb were ſatisfied with the clauſe which protected them merely 
1 4 from arreſt, and which did not prevent any pettyfogging at- 
| torney from ſtriking a docket againſt them. He confeſſed 
Wn — himſelf to be diſſatisfied with the idea of making notes a 
1 legal tender; that would increaſe not diminiſh the all. 
9 Again, he expreſſed his aſtoniſhment at the ſatisfaction ſaid 
4 to be entertained by the bankers, and he owned he did feel 
inclined to ſuppoſe, that they were only ſatisfied, becauſe 
they found they could get no more. 
Mr. Alderman Curtis ſtated, that the bankers had had the 
_ clauſe laid before them, and that they were ſatisfied with it. 
Hie had been. one of the Committee of bankers, and he could 
N with certainty declare this to be their opinion. 
Sir Francis Baring quoted Mr. Adam Smith's account of 
ee Ayr bank. That bank by the iſſue of paper, had en- 
couraged projectors and ſpeculators of all kinds; they iſſued 
more paper than Scotland could circulate : the conſequence 
Was, that it came back upon them almoſt as ſoon as it was 
iſſued, and their notes only, at the ſhort diſtance of Dum- 64 
fries, Hans a diſcount of three and four per cent. 
The Chancellor of the Exchequer paid high reſpect to the 
labours of Doctor Smith, but denied the applicability of the 
| quotation to the preſent ſubject. The Chancellor of the 
= Exchequer contended, that the iſſuing of paper, if reſtrained 
within its due limits, was productive of the beſt advantages; 
but more ſhould not be iſſued than the country required: 
thus the example of the Ayr bank did not apply on the pre- 
ſent caſe. The only limits that ought to circumſcribe the 
accommodation of the bank, were, in his opinion, the extent 
of the ſcale of commerce, and the nature of the ſecurities 
on which accommodations ſhould be granted. They ſhould, 
therefore, be reſtricted only within the capital of the bank, 
and on due and ſolid ſecurity.—Theſe. were the rules on 
which the bank had hitherto acted ; nor was there any thing 
in the preſent meaſure which required any laxation of them. 
Mr. Sheridan ſaid, that, as the dividends of the public 
Creditor were now to be paid in bank notes only, it was 
natural to ſuppoſe, that ſuch payment would aſk and require 
2 larger circulation of paper, than when they might have 
been pale partly, or entirely, i in ſpecie. This = of paper 
mut 
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muſt therefore increaſe daily, as long as the preſent reſtric- 


tion continued to operate on the bank. 


The Chancellor of the Exchequer could not think, that what the 


honourable Gentleman alluded to, would, in the leaſt, make 
an immediate iſſue of freſh notes neceſlary, as the revenue 
would be daily receiving paper, and that paper would be as 
regularly returning to the bank. 

Mr. Hz»bhouſe referring to what he had before obſerved, 
ſaid, he believed it would be tound that a retuſal by bakers 


to pay in ſpecie, and remaining two months on bail, would 


amount to an act of bankruptcy: at all events, if he was miſ- 
taken in that idea, bankers would certainly be liable to be 
proſecuted and put to conſiderable expence. 

Mr. Huey was ſorry that no gentleman had condeſcended 
to take notice of the obſervations he had ventured to throw 
out. If the Committee would but reflect, they could not 


but ſee, that it was very hard that the bank ſhould receive 


intereſt from government for the money which the public 
creditor had entruſted to their hands, while the real pro- 


1 prietor of it was deprived of the advantage. He {till thought. 
that the holders of ſtock ſhould receive dividends from the 


bank equivalent to the property they poiletſed in the funds: 


for ſuch funds would be the repreſentatives of real property, 


and as ſuch held out ſolid and ſufficient ſecurity; and it was 
Paper of that nature that ſhould be brought | into circulation, 
as the real aſſets of the country. 


The Chancellor of the Exchequor crofelſed himſelf always 


happy to hear the obſervations of every gentleman, cſpeci- 


ally on an emergency like the preſent ; and he was particu- 


larly happy in being able to collect the ideas of a gentleman 
ſo eminently converſant with financial ſubjects as the hon- 


ourable gentleman who ſpoke laſt. The plan, however, 


which was ſuggeſted by that honourable gentleman, would, 


in his mind, come more naturally, or properly, under difcuſ. 
ſion, when the Houſe ſhould: be in poſſeſſion of the report of 


the Committee appointed to enquire into the cauſes that pro- 


duced the neceſſity of the late minute of Council. All he 
would now obſerve, was, that the paper alluded to by the 
honourable gentleman (Mr. Huſſey) would not be more 


eaſily convertible into caſh than the bank notes; nor would 


it be a better repreſentative of real value: for the one was 
aſſuredly not more fictitious than the other. 

Mr. Huſſey diſclaimed any intention of applying the epi- 
thet «© fictitious” to the notes of the bank of England. 


Ver, II. 1797. SE” Mr, 
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tive qualifications, leaving it to the right hon. gentleman 
5 (Mr. Pitt) to propoſe ſuch qualifications as to him ſhould ap- 


reign power, pending the operation of the reſtriction now 
laid on the Bank by the late minute of Council.” 


tion to the principle of the clauſe ; it was his wiſh, as it was 


| ſtate of embarraſſment. But, ſhould the eiae now propoſ- 
ed, be admitted, without any qualification or exception, 
very material inconvenience might ariſe to the public ſer- 


of the probability of any new demands being made; but he 


from government being ſuddenly deprived of this ſource of 
raiſing money on Exchequer bills. There ſhould, therefore, 


tion. The Bank had already been too forward in mak- 
ing advances on the credit of loans; but they would render 
a much greater ſervice to the country by being more cauti- 


cver they would be warned by what had recently paſſed. 


: bills: 


' 600,000], was applicable to the payment of that ſum to the 
Emperor. The Emperor had been pa the whole of that 
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Mr. Fox ſaid, that he would not then move the clauſe, of 
which he gave notice the other night, reſpecting the iſſuing 
of money trom the Bank for the uſes of Government, in its 
foreign relations. He would not tie it down by any reſtric- 


pear neceſſary and proper. He then moved a clauſe, to the 
following effect: That it ſhall not be lawful for the Bank 
to iſſue any caſh by way of loan to Government, for any fo- 


The Chancellor of the Exchequer ſaid, that he felt no objec- 


his object, and the object of the united exertions of the 
Houfy, and of the country, that the advances of the Bank 15 
ſhoulé be reduced rather than increaſed, during its preſent 


vice. It was not now the time to enter into any diſcuſſion 


muſt again repeat, that very ſerious miſchief might enſue 


be ſome exception introduced into the clauſe, conferring a 
power of iffuing money to a limited amount, ſuppoſe 
Goo, cool. and that only on the credit of the dene bills 
already authorized by a vote of Parliament. 

Mr. Fox could not bring himſelf to approve of the excep- 


ous and backward in making ſuch advances; he hoped how- 


Mr. Sheridan aſked the Miniſter, whether the whole of 
the 500, ool. had been paid to the Emperor, or whether any 
part of it was to be included in this exception of Exchequer 


The Chancellor 9 the Exchequer ſaid, that no part of this 


ſum. 
The clauſe with the exception was agreed to. 
; Mr. Nichuls moved for leave to bring up a claufe for 


limiting 
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limiting the amount of the debts which the Bank might be 
allowed to contract during a continuance of the preſent bill. 
He ſaid that, antecedent to the failure of the Bank there was 


a natural limitation to the iſſue of Bank bills, viz. that if 


more were iſſued than were wanted for the purpoſes of com- 
mercial intercourſe the holders of the bills could carry them 


in and demand caſh. The preſent bill would take away this 


natural reſtriftion ; it was therefore neceſſary to ſubltitute 
ſome poſitive reſtriction. To what ſum the Bank ſhould be 
reſtricted, he did not himſelf mean to ſuggeſt. He had left 
the blank to be filled up by his Majeſty's Chancellor of the 
Exchequer ; and if the ſum which might be ſuggeſted by 
him was not very much out of proportion, he would -ac- 
quieſce in it. It muſt ſtrike every one that, if the bill paſſed 


without ſuch reſtriction, the Bank was converted into a 


mint, which might coin Bank bills to any amount. He ſaid, 
his Majeſty's Chancellor of the Exchequer had expreſſed his 
hopes, that the bill would be of ſhort duration. It was not 


the deciſion of that Houſe that it ſhould terminate on the 
24th of June, which could fix a period to the duration of the 


bill. When the bill was once paſſed, it muſt continue, until 
the Bank could meet the demands of its creditors with caſh, 


and to enable them to meet the demands of their creditors, it 
was neceſſary to reſtrain them from increaſing the amount of 


their debts. It had been ſaid, that the Bank would make a 


moderate uſe of the unlimited power entruſted to them. The | 
French government had at firſt made a moderate uſe of the 


Dower of iſſuing aſſignats; but their neceſſities ſoon compel- 
[ed them to ifſue them with profuſion. SSD 
He was anſwered by the Chancellor of the Exchequer. 


Mr. Nicholls replied that it was true that the Chancellor 


of the Exchequer had conſented to a limitation of the open 
and direct loans from the Bank to Government, but it 


was ſtill poſſible that the Miniſter might obtain money 
from the Bank covertly and indirectly. The Miniſter might 


open a loan, and the Miniſter's triends might fill that loan, 


_ relying that through the Miniſter's influence, they ſhould 
obtain money from the Bank, either on the diſcount of bills, 


or by a pledge of their ſcript. 


between the iſſue of our Bank paper, and that of aſſignats. 


The aſſignats were ifſued as a mere engine of finance the : 


462 reverſe 


he Chancellor of the Exchequer ſaw an evident diſtinction 
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reverſe was the caſe here ; for here the iſſue was reſtrained 


by the very laſt clauſe, during the continuance of the pre- 


ſent bill. But he Jedtined diſcuſſing this ſubject now, be- 
cauſe he thought that that diſcuſſion would be more in ſea- 
ſon. after the Finance Committee had made their report. 


Mr. Thornton ſaid, it was impollible to ſit and hear ſuch 


inſinuations. He aſſerted, that no Miniſter, nor any autho- 
rity on earth, ever had or ever ſhould controul the conduct 
of the Directors of the Bank in giving accommodation to in- 
dividual merchants by the way of diſcount ; the direct con- 


trary was the fact. The Directors had ever maintained the 
utmoſt independence in this matter, and he was perſuaded 


they would ever do ſo in regard to the limitation propoſed by 
the clauſe, he argued that it would be wholly unneceſſary, 
| becauſe the Directors were the beſt judges to what extent 
their iſſue of paper ſhould be made, which mult be regulated 
by prudence, inaſmuch as they would have to diſcharge it in 
ſpecie whenever the preſent reſtriction ſhould be removed, 
5 which was but for a ſhort time fixed. | 


Mr. Nicholls replicd, that however the ID 7 oy Di- 
rector might be hurt with the obſervation, it was known that 


the diſcounts at the Bank were a matter of favour ; that the 
influence of the Miniſter with the Bank Directors was a 
fact which could not be denied; that the preſent was not 

exactly the time for enquiry into the conduct of the Bank 


Directors, but that he had no ſeruple to ſay, that at ſome 


future period their condnct ought to be enquired into; and 

that according to the preſent appearance, the influence which 

the Chancellor of the Exchequer had exerciſed over the Bank 
Directors, affected all the parties with criminality. 

Mr. H obſerved in reply to Mr. Thornton, that how- 

_ever ſhort the preſent operation of the bill might be, it muſt 


be co-extenfive with the neceſſity; and therefore in caſe the 


neceſſity for reſtraining the payment in ſpecie continued be- 
yond the 24th of June the bill muſt be renewed. He repro- 
| bated the ſort of language which the honourable gentleman 
had uſed, ſince after the late diſcredit of the Bank he could 


not conceive the Directors were the moſt proper perſons to 


judge of the limitation. If the Bank had lent only on good 

ſec urities, he did not ſee how the capital could be diminiſhed, 
for the ſurplus of 3,800,0001. ſtated in the report would {till 
remain, though the Bank” were to diſcount bills to the amount 


| of 20 ,000;008l. The Bank might not hitherto have diſ- 
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counted bills of individuals on the recommendation of go- 


- vernment ; but after what they had ſeen, men muſt ſhut 


their eyes wilfully if they did not know that the recom- 


mendation of government might have great weight, as in the 
new loan for inſtance, where he doubted whether the Bank 


would advance to individuals on ſcrip, until recommended 


by government. He was tor a large limitation rather than a 
ſmall one, but urged that ſome ſort of limitation ought at all 


events to be made, becauſe it would do good ſo far, that it 
would tend to tors the confidence and credit of the public. 

Mr. &kyder maintained that the authority of an Order in 
Council. on which the whole of this meaſure was founded, 


was next in authority to that of an act of Parliament. This 


he ſaid to thew the propriety of the Bank obeying it; for It 


was a very different thing from that of the opinion of e any 


Miniſter whatever, however ſolemnly expreſſed. And this 


ſhewed there was no reaſon for apprehending that the dic- 


tates of a Miniſter ſhould be binding upon the Virectors of 
the Bank at any future period, 

Mr. Fox explained. 

Mr. Manning diſapproved of contlemen endeavouring to 


 criminate the Bank Directors before the report of the Com- 
mittee on the cauſes of the neceſſity were made, and recom- 
mended them to ſuſpend their judgment as juries do till the 
criminality be proved. As ſome alluſions had been made to 
the difference of aſſiſtance pretended to have been given by 
the Bank to Government in 1783, and at the preſent time, 
he undertook to ſtate that the Bank had always acted ſo im- 
partially, that the difference did not exceed 300,000. ; for 
the amount of aſſiſtance given by the Bank to Government in 
1783 was 10,300,000l.—and in 1796 it was 10,600,000). 
out of which the unclaimed dividends io the amount of 


376,0001. were to be deducted. If the Bank narrowed its 


aſſiſtance in 1783, it was guided entirely by the ſtate of its 
affairs, which were leſs affluent than now; though he had to 
remind the Houſe, that in 1796 it had refuſed to take in the 
payments of the loan of 18,000,000l. He concluded by ob- 


jecting to the clauſe, becauſe he conceived the iſſue of paper 
ſhould be left to the conſtitutional controul of the Bank Pro- 
prietors, and to no other. 


After a few words from Mr. 3 1 to ew, that 
the Directors of the Bank forgot themſelves, when they 
compared their preſent ſituation with that in which they could 


anſwer all demands that were made upon em: and deſire 


an 
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an 1 to diſcuſs the buſineſs of 1783, in a manner 
dliſtinct from the preſent. The clauſe offered by Mr. Nicholls 
was put, and negatived. | 
The Houſe being reſumed, the chairman reported progreſs, 
and the report was ordered to be received the next day. | 
Mr. Sheridan thought the Committee of Enquiry ſhould 
have been ordered to eſtimate the amount of the expected ex- 
pences for the preſent year, and previous to giving notice of a 
motion which he might poſſibly bring forward reſpecting the 
ſubſidy of 500,000). granted to the Emperor, part of which he 
thought had been paid ſince the late calamity. He wiſhed to 
| know whether further advances were intended to be made dur- 
ing the preſent preſſure to complete that ſum ? _ 
The Chancellor of the Exchequer ſaid, it was not his intention 
to advance any more money to the Empe ror, without making 
a ſpecific propoſition to Parliament. | 
Mr. Sheridan ſaid, that the ſooner this ſubject 1 was decided 
the better. He ther efore gave notice that on Friday he ſhould 
5 have a motion to make on this ſubject. Adjourned, 


HOUSE OF LORDS. 
|  TursDar, March 28. 
| Read the Bills upon the table. Adjourned. 


HOUSE OF COMMONS.” 
TukspAx, March 28. 
BANK INDEMNITY BILL. 


The Choncellar of the Exchequer aid, tire was a clauſe 
which he propoſed to be added to the Bank Bill, on which, as 
cConſiderable difference of opinion might exiſt, he wiſhed it to be 
brought up in as early a ſtage as poſſible. This clauſe was, to 
enable the Bank, under certain reſtrictions, to repay in caſh 
ſuch ſums as ſhould be depoſited in caſh during the continu- 
ance of the reſtriction. He therefore moved, that the further 
conſideration of the report ſhould be deferred till Thurſday ; not 
meaning, however, to interfere with the gentleman whoſe motion 
on the ſtate of ſlaves in the Weſt Indies ſtood for that day; but 
he thou ght the diſcuſſion would not claſh with that buſineſs. 


CORN BILL. 


Mr. Ryder 3 the order of the day for the 88 9 4 | 
ing of the Bill for repealing the act made laſt ſeſſion for prohi- 
biting the re of corn. 9 

T. 
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: objections went only to barley. | 


fore, collaterally, on that account, would be very improper ; 
particularly as the culture and raiſing of oats through the 
| kingdom would be conſiderably impeded, if a free vent was 


price ſtill higher. 


Manen 22 WOODFALL'S PARLIAMENTARY REPORTS. 567 
Mr. Almen Combe expreſſed a with that the Bill ſhould 
not be proceeded in, as it would be extremely injurious to the 


brewers of the country, who had ſuttered ſeverely during the 
late ſcarcity, from the high price of grain. 


other reaſons for his oppoſition to the Bill, which the low tone 
of his voice prevented us from hearing. 


Mr. Ryder ſaid, that this Bill only went to repeal ; a tempo- 


rary act, Which Rad been made in time of great {carcity, to 


prevent the miſchiefs attending a want of grain in the country. 


The path ing of this Bill, therefore, would only leave the mat- f 


ter where it was before. 


Mr. /hitbread followed Alderman Combe in oppoſing the 
Bill, and ſaid, that he, as well as all the brewers in the coun- 
try, were deeply intereſted in it. 
by the high price of grain, and this reſtriction on exportation 
ought not, in juſtice, to be taken off for ſome time. 
the preſent abundance of grain in the market was to be attri- 


They had all ſuffered much 


buted to the farmers on the fea coaſts {ending in their corn 
from fear of an invaſion. 


Bill be read a ſecond time that day month, 
Mr. Ryder, in reply, ſaid, that the honourable Gentleman 8 


not allowed for the great ſuperfluity of it. which lay on hand. 


Mr. V Hitbread ſaid, the conſumers of oats alſo ſuffered very 


much by the high price of that article during the late ſearcity ; 


and as oats, though they had had a fall, were again grown 
dearer, it would be unjuſt to piſs a law which would rale the 
He added, that it was impoſſible that the 


ſhort continuation of the reſlr iCtion could affect the cultivation 
of a ſingle acre. 


Mr. Yorke was of o opinion that the ofa of the honour- 


able Gentleman (Mr. Whitbread) deferved attention; but con- 
ceived, that the Committee would afford room for ſuch qualiſi- 


cations and exceptions as would anſwer his purpoſe; | 
The Houſe divided on the queſtion, when there appeared, 
| Ayes, ( For the ſecond reading = 
Noes, ( Againſt i it} —— — * 


Majority 8 
Mr. Sheridan lated, that, as the-diſcuflion he propoſed to 
bring forward on F riday would involve pants contained-in the 


report 


He gave ſome 


He ſaid 


He concluded by moving, that the 


To get rid of the bill, there- 
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report of the revenue Committee, he wiſhed to poſtpone his 


motion till that report was brought up, which he hoped would 


be in a day or two. He therefore gave notice of his intention 


0 to defer it till the Tueſday following. | 


8 DEFENCE OF THE COUNTRY, 
Colonel 7/704 ſaid, that in the preſent alarming ſituation of 


public affairs, and at a time when not only unanimity, but 
the aſſiſtance and exertion of every individual in the country 
was required to reſtore tranquillity and profperity, he would 


neither agitate any queſtion likely to encreate the embarraſſ- 


ments of Government, nor in the difcuſſion of the ſubject al- 
low any imprudent expreſſion to eſcape him that could tend to 
the diſadvantage of the country; that as every unneceflary 
alarm was diſgraceful to a country, fo it would be equally un- 
_ creditable for tliem to remain, at a time when difficulties preſſed 
upon us from every quarter, in a ſtupid and torpid ſtate of inſe- 
curity, without making uſe of ſuch exertions as were neceſſary 
to extricate us from this ſituation ; that no men in this country 


were more clamorous againſt Miniſters for their ſupineneſs and 
want of energy than members of that Houſe, moſt of them 


_ gentlemen who, during the preſent war, had ſupported Mi- 


' niſters; that however much the opinions of ſuch gentiemen 
may have changed upon that ſubject, his ſtill continued the 
fame; that he imputed the late alarm not to any apprehenſions 
Which the people of this country had of any threatened inva- 
ſion, bur to the want of confidence in Miniſters, occaſioned by 
the late inattention to the ſecurity of Ireland, which country 


15 had been ſaved from a calamity, the extent of which no man 


bigh character of the noble Marquis at the head of the ord- 


could calculate, by the interpoſition of Providence only; that 
the public had an undoubted right to know not only that Mi- 
niſters were themſelves vigilant and attentive, but that they 
had conſulted thoſe many able and experienced officers, to 


whoſe advice upon fuch an, occaſion the country naturally 


looked, and had formed fome regular plan and ſyſtem, in place 
of reſorting to little temporary expedients, of which there were 


very great doubts at preſent ; that in:this inſtance, at leaſt, he 


| hoped they would take a leſſon from our enemies, the chief 
ſucceſs of whoſe military operations during the preſent war is 
juſtly aſcribed to a military council, at the head of which is 


Carnot, compoſed of men of the firſt abilities in that country. 


He aſked what proofs the public had received, fince the late 
alarm, of the additional vigilance of Miniſters? On a former 


occaſion, when he noticed the deficiency of arms, the juſtly 
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nance department he thought rendered it impoſſible for any 
man not to be ſatisfict that every exertion of that noble Marquis 
would, in every fitua! Hon in which he mav be placed, be inade 
for the honour and vantage of the country. What he men- 
tioned: in no 88 ect cou! id be 2 pplied to him. nor yet to 884 
officer in that department. If arms he \ wanied, not only rendy 
money ouglit to be paid, but every po Able encouragement held 
out to the manufacturers, Depots of arms and of flores ought, 
lopg ago, to have been eſtabliſhed in different parts of the 
FOOTY, Thees D* dieney of a large inf tor the protection 
of the capital, tte rivers Thames and Medway, without de- 
pending upon, the junction of d lift t corps, mult, no doubt, 
have occurred to his Najefty's Mini ſters. Ihe neceſſity of 


. 


lies and communiec ations, but to impede their operations, no 


d 

doubt b me e irt . of the Admiralty will attend to, of whoſe 
e his eountry no perton thovetit more highly than 
The ſecurity of the peace and gοd order of this 
great ct, whenever it ma a be found necefary to march the 
military towards the con is, Ou: ot to be tim oully provided for, 
and not dejaved till tn h time as the preſs of the neceſſity 
might render it impracticable. A military army of all men 
Capable of bearing arms; part cularty towar Js the coaſts, tor a 
as the leaſt expenbve and moſt efficacious mode of ſec uring the 
COUNtry, and not attended with either the expen ce or inconve— 
nience of aileinbling the milltia from diſtant and remote coun- 


the ſecurity of the co. inte can be proviee for, are both of 
them eflent' an necctiary fer its profpeinty. Many different 
opinions had been oftered re 100 ive to the cauſe of the late ſhock 
to public credit, afignins various tpecul ative reaſons, but he 
was ſurpriſed ai mould in general foabturdly overlook 


removed upon ſolid and wiſe ens gold and filver will 


ney from their bankers, fog the Pitvolt of Ong or ſecuring 
it themlelves; and if we reflect for a moment on the effect which 
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cannot be ſurpriſed that gold and ſilver has ſo iugdenly diſap- 
peared. It therefore became mote necetiary that the public 
ſhould be convinced that the defence of the country is properly 
attended to; as, till that is the caſe, the Renz difficulties will 
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Uochung up the enemy's: ports, not only to 11 Tercept their ſop- = 


few houts every PIO has ſuggeſte cl itfelf to many gentlemen, | 


ties; The. ret rench ment of. expences, at the ſame time that 


the only immediate and great cauſe, which fo foon as it can be 


naturally return and flow into their 8 i channels. The ſole 
and immediate cauſe was the late extraordinary alarm, which 
induced every timid and ſpeculative per on to draw their mo- 


this was likely to have amongſt to many millions of people, we 
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not only continue, but every attempt to remedy it by any 
other means prove inc ffectual; that it was not only neceſſary 


to attend to the ſecurity of our own country, but at the ſame 
tine adopt vigorous meaſures for diſtreſſing the enemy, which 
our numerous fleets and able and gallant officers gave us many 


opportunities of doing, and of occupying their attention at 


home. That he had fl thought of a Secret Committee of 
the Houſe, for the purpoſe of making the enquiry which he. 
meant to propoſe, but upon more matureiy confidering the 


ſubject, and after conſulting precedents whete they were to be 


found at all applicable, he was {atisfied that a board compoled 


of the meſt able and experienced naval anc military officers, 
would not only be beſt calculated to conduct ſuch enquiry, 


but che reſult thereof be the molt ſatisfactory to the public. 


Thar about twelve years ago, when the defence of the coaſts 


and the protection of the dock-yards of Portſmouth and Ply- 


mouth came under conſideration, it, was then propoſed that a 
board of officers, ſimilar to what he had mentioned, ſhould be 


eſtabliſhed, and was then cordially acceded to by the Chancel- 
lor of the Exchequer , whote concurrence on the preſent occa- 


ſion he roped would not be with-held, as he was certain no 


| Juſt or ſolid argument could be ſupported, why the country, 


upon a ſubject which fo materially intereſts them, ſhould not 
have every poſſible ſatisfaction, That in the year 1 755 it was 


- ſtated, and was not controve rte. cl, that in the moit glorious 
times of England ſuch a meaſure had often been reforted to. 


That during 1 he time of Elizabeth, when threatened by the 


famous armada, a Princels ſerved by the ableſt ſtatefmen and 


ſoldiers of Europe, yet on ſuch an emergency, withing to avail 


_ herſelf of the united wildom Of her kin, gdom, ihe debe 2 
Council of her belt officers, and de ſired them to form a plan 


for the occalion. Uinat on this preſent, he thought we could 


not follow. a better example, Lats therefore, he fhould 
move, | es 


„ That an humble Addreſs be preſented t» his Majeſty, beſceching bim to di- 
rect his Royal Highneſs the Commander in Chie, the Maſter General of the Ord- 


nance, in conjunction with other able and experienced naval and military officers, 


on whoſe judg: ment and abilities his Majeſty moſt relied, to take into their conſide- 


ration the pr. ſent ſtate of the defence of the country, and to coſult and determiſe 


om any other meaſures of ſecurity which may appear eligible to adopt in the pre- 
fent ſituation of public aftairs,” | 


Sir John Sinclair 3 the motion. | 
Mr. Secretary Dundas remarked, that thoſe who bad adviſed 


the colonel againſt making any motion for a ſecret committee, 
| had 
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had given him very good advice; for either the reſult of their 
enquiries might be dangerous to be diſcloſed, or, if it were 
withed only that there thould be m müniesten to the Com- 
miitee as much information as might be perfectly ſafe, the 
effect of their deliberations would be nugatory. The honour-, 
able Gentleman did not defire it to be diſcloſed where the 
force of the country was diſtributed ? he did not with the Firit 
Lord of the Admiralty to mention the deſtination and ſtation 
of the fleets ? he did not mean that it ſhould be told where de- 

pots for arms were cſtabliſhed? If he had wiſhed that ſuch 
information ſhould. be laid before the Committee, if he had 
defired that a full diſcloſure {hould be made to them of every 
circamſtance connected with the fub;ect, it would be laying 
before the enemy intelligence of all th at had been undertaken, 


Gentleman mentioned an Addrefs to his Mays ſty. Better 
grounds, however, he thought ought to be given before ſuch 


Executive Government with great powers. It was the duty 
of Government, therefore, to adopt the neceeBary meaſures. 
What was it, how cver, that the honourable Colonel withed ? 
He had not ſpecified any blame againſt the Duke of York, 
upon whoſe conduct, indeed, no diiference of opinion on 
be entertained, What did rhe Gentleman then ſuppoſe ? 
Did he {uppoſe that his Royal Highneſs, having had the diſ- 
tribution ot the army entruſted to him, had not had recourſe 
to the advice of able and r C Ae ers? Was not Sir 
William Howe en nployed in one diftr1 Sir Charles Gley in 
another, and Gene ral Mauſprove na Fee ras it not nos 
torious that there was not one officer of experience w ng AS 
not confidentially employed? Were not Kent and Suſſe 
under the command of Sir Charles Grey, and Eſſex NY dir 
Willaam Howe? The honourable Gentleman, therefore, 
conveyed a reflection upon the Duke of York, winch Was per- 
fectly unfounded. 

Colonel Mood denied that he had mentioned the name of 
the Duke of York, or alluded to it. He was as much fatis- 
hed with the conduct of his Royal Highneſs 3s Miniſters could 
be. He had adverted to the viiprotected {tate of Ireland. _ 
Mr. Dundas aid, if that was the honourable Gentleman's 
idea, it would be as profitable to move for a board of all the 
officers in Ireland, Bur the honourable Gentleman had cen— 
{ured the Commander in Chiet in ettect, if not in words; for 
if he aſſerted that there was no concert, no underſtanding, no 
| conſultation, between the Commander in Chief and the ode 


4 1) 2 employed 


! 
and all that was meant to be undertaken. The honourable / 


a motion could be acceded to. The Houle had furniſhed che 
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employed, this was a neglect of duty, and implied cenſure, 


As the motion went. to imply {ſuch want of concert, and as 
he conceived it ny neceſſary, he ſhould move“ that the Houte 
do now mu 11. | 

Mr. GX ext part. of the Sec ret ary of State” 
Wi 5 5 d to a Secret C 


e the Houſe. 


laid, that A Or 


ct 


* 


red a Scoret Committce, but nevertiel els he fou voto; for 
the prefent motion. At a er in v kick there Was much 
ground for diltrutt, not. hing would ſo much tend to farisfe 
the p<op le, Aas to prove to them that all nes (rec Had keen 


taken for the-detence and ſeourity of the county. With 
reſpect to a Secret Oc n! mk tees, Ne Conia rot CONCELVE but 
that ſuch a one might be fclected from the Houſe, equally as 
fit, as many of thoſe whom Miniſters were forced to trult. 
Such a Committee micht ſtate, that FO thing had been 
done which ought to be done; that would | be ſatisfactory to 
the people. ö 


of diſcloſing it would not be counterbaianced by the remedy 
: which might then be applied to it. 


With reſpect to the Duke of York, he really believed that 


there rever exiſted any man who gave up his whole time, 


and applied his whole mind, more to the duties of his ſtation 


than he did; but this was not a time to give up any thing 
that was neceifary for the ſafety of the country, out of com- 
| pliraent to any perion. Mr. Dundas had alluded to Ireland. 
Was not the unprotecicd ſtate of Ireland a ſtrong ground for 
diſtruſt ? The Houſe now knew that Ireland was not in ſuch 
a ſtate as it ought io have been, at the time of the attempt 
made by the French: He alluded to the ſtate of Cork. But 
what was the tuation of the com nmander in chief? 
the command of the Britith army—he had nothing to do 
with Ireland—he was not a Cabinet Miniſter he was not in 
poſleſſion of the ſame ſource 


he knew not the extent of their plans. There were, he was 


fure, many caſes which could be put, in which the Miniſters | 


might be proved to have neglected their duty, and the com- 


mander in chief not to have neglected his duty | in the ſftal-_ 


leſt degree. But the honourable gentleman who had made 
the motion, wiſhed to take a comprehenſive view of the ſub- 

ject, to combine in it the military and naval adminiſtration. 
Would the Secretary of State ſay, that upon the ſubject of 
the naval defence of the c the firſt Lord of the Ad- 
AD miralty 
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If they found any defect on the part of 1 FER 
ſtration, it would be for them to determine hither the evil 


He had 


S of intelligence as Miniſters— 
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\'ty had had recourſe to the advice of naval officers of ex- 
ce, in the ſame manner as the Duke of York had had 
% 10 the advice of military officers. After what the 


1 ted fern, even from the papers that had been laid be- 
ire them, conteilcdly for the purpoſc of exculpating a par- 


ticule, perfon ; after all the alarms that had been felt, could 
gcutlemen {y, that the conduct of thoſe who Aire cen naval 
affairs, 2 lor ded lufficient ground for ſuppoſing, that they 

adopted inch meaſurtes as were beſt adapted for the ſa fety of 
the country. He theretore oppoſed the motion of e 
ment. 


Col. Fierrepotnt ſaid, he Would give ER decided negative 


to the motion, and vote for the adjournment. If there was 


any thing in which Miniſters muſt be confeſſed to have ated 
unexceptionadly, it was in the meaſures taken for the de- 
tence ot the con ntry. 


Mr. Cour envy roſe to fot right a miſtake of the honourable 


"mo er, reſpecting the ordnance. He could ſtate, from good | 


authority, that co, ooo {land of arms were ordered to be in 


the Lower; and the noble Marquis, late at the head of that 
department, had been diligent that there ſhould be no defici- 


ency.: If there was any, it was not his fault, nor did the 


fav! re{t with the ordnance. The hon. gentleman oppoſite 
had done ample juſtice to the merit of the officers to whoſe 
care the defence of the kingdom was committed; we might 


make ourſelves perfectly ſaſe under their Protection. In- 
deed, if more advice thould be wanted, more could be had, 
ſince we could boaſt more generals and field-marſhals than 
the reſt of Europe put together. We might be led to ſuppoſe, 
from circumſtances, that young generals and old woman 


were belt fitted for love and war. With reſpe& to Ireland, 


the Marquis townfhend had cauſed a topographical mili- 


tary ſurvey of eve ry part of that kingdom, where an enemy | 


could land, to be delineated. General Frazer, whoſe abili- 
tics were univerfally acknowledged, was employed, with 


other able men. He preſumed not to ſpeak of the work with 


his oven judgment; but he underſtood from military men it 


was a moit Complete thing, and it was now in the poſſeſſion 


of the Duke of York. Under theſe circumſtances, he 
thought the kingdom per ely ſafe, and hoped his honour- 
able friend would withdraw his motion. If more aſſiſtance 


was wanted, he truſted mor could be found. There was his 
his hon. Lricnd near him (Gen. 17 arleton), and Lord Moira, 
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whoſe march to join the Duke of York was admired as 
chef d are of generalihip. | 
Or; Gaſcoigne aſked why the hon. dente had not ſtated 
any deficiency, if he knew of any? but he had done no ſuch 
thing, except in the caſe ot Ireland; and he preſumed the 47 
_ Houſe could do nothing in that caſc, the country being under 1 
its own legiſlature. ; | 
Mr. Sargent vindicated the activity and attention of the 
Board of we in taking thoſe meaſures which were 
| beſt adapted to inſure the int ternal defence of the country. 
Colonel Fullarton faid, without aſſenting to the propoſition 


j of the Secretary of State, that every good officer in the army 
ih 18 conſulted and ew ployed; without combating ideas any one 
ol | may entertain, reſpccting the terms or object of the preſent 
Mid motion, or reſpecting the moit eligible mode of aſcertaining 
15 the defenſive arrangements of the country ; it is, undoubt- 
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| the Houle 1 in fore form or other; becauſe it affords an op- 
portunity to his Majeſty's Miniſters of explaining to the 


| | ____ edly, deſirable, thai this diſcuſſion ſhould be brought before 
| 
; . public at large the actual ſtate of Peep en, and of national 
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1 defence. 5 
1 It is by no means ſufficient that his! Majeſty 5 Miniſters are 
bl Preparing the country for defence; it is efſential, on the pre- 
Wy ſent emergency, that they give to the public mind a ſenſation 
14 ; of ſecurity, and an impreſtion that they are to be defended— 
. . Unfortunately the. im mpreſſion of late has been directly the 
my reverſe. | 
| In various parts of theſe 8 the people conceive 
b that they are not ſufficiently protected. To this impretlion 
1 is owing much of the calamity which has befallen the Bank 
4 of England, much of the embarraſſment which has diſtreſſed . 
ä 1 the country Banks: for the people in the country are con- 155 
7 vinced that the French will make good their landing, and 5 
1 that there is not a competent force nor preparation to repel 4 
© them. Under this impreſſion, the people conceive, that, in | 


the event of an invaſion taking place, it is more eligible to 
Top have guineas in their packets than Bank notes.---Until this 
apprchenſion is Temoved—until the public mind is com- 
pletely at reſt, on the buſineſs of invation, preparation, and 
defence, it is in vain to think of reſtoring public Confidence, x 
or public credit. 
here is another point, which tends much to the depreſ- 
fon of the : public mind—that i is, the inefficacy of our naval 


force 
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force to protect theſe kingdoms from inſult and invaſion. It 


is admitted by many, ane 1 was powerfully ſtated by the right 
hon. Secretary for the War Department, that the conduct 
of our Admiralty 1 is unexceptionable ; that the condition of 


our ſquadrons 1 is complete ; and that the efficiency of our Ad- 


mirals is beyond the reach of cenſure. N. owithſtanding this 
triumphant ſtatement, it is nevertheleſs true, that the whole 


naval force ot England i is inadequate to prevent t he French 


from paſling their holidays in Great Britain or Lreland, with- 
out invitation, a and fr. i going away aga in, without taking 


leave. 


every diſtrict and county in theſe ry Ry may be put on 


| ſuch a footing of internal delence, as ſhali enable them to 


give the French a proper rec eption on ſhore, as often as they 
fail to be properly ſaluted by ovr fquadrons at fea. 


Fortunately there is a ſpirit of Zzeal and energy in the pro- 


vinces and counties of thete Eingdoms, which: require no- 


thing but correſponding ſentiments of energy in the capital, 
to baffle all the efforts of our enemies, and 10 place this coun- 
try beyond the reach of inſult or invaſion. 
To prove this, he begged leave to read the e 


of the county of Ayr, on the ſubject of defence. Similar 
reſolutions had been brought forward in every county of the. 


north. | 
[The Colonel read the reſolutions of the county of Ayr, 


ſigned by Eglintoun, Preſes. | 


He next begged permitlion to call the attention of the 


Houſe to the extraordinary contraſt between the zeal and 
energy maniteſted in theſe rcſolutions, and the apathy and in- 
_ exertion which prevail in this capital. He ſaid he was ſen- 

ſible, that by perſiſting in ſuch ſentiments, he expoſed him- 


ſelf to a repetition of animadverſion from an hon gentleman 


(Mr. Sheridan), whoſe animadverſions are no finecure---[t 


was reſerved for the ingenuity of that hon. gentleman to diſ- 


cover, that alluſions in point to the hiſtory of other countries, 
afforded proof that one is ignorant and unacquainted with the 
actual condition of our own. On the principle he- ſuppoſed, 
ſtated by Figaro, the Spaniſh barber, who was turned out of 
an office under government, becauſe a 16ve of letters, and of 
hiſtory, including poetry alſo, is incompatible with a turn 
for buſineſs and the ſpirit of affairs—The hon. gentleman 


had ſtill more ingeniouſly diſcovered, that becaule he had 
protumed to ſtate, that there \ were members | in that Houſe 


more 


This being the fact, it u Udo tedly K comes the duty of. 


every good ſubject to uſe his utmoſt exertions, in order that 
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more prone to ſpeak well than act right he thereby proved 
himſelf guilty o: diſreſpect and inatention to public credit, 
to Mr. Abraham Newland, and the Bank of England. He 
was ready to reter the qucſtion: t iilue reſpecting public ere- 
dit and national preparation, to the deciſion of tlie laid Mr. A. 
Newland; and although neither he (Col. F.) nor the hon. gen- 
tleman were exactly what are Lied 925% ieh upon change, yet 
he was confident hat Mr. New land and a ny Jury oi good men 
upon change, would find a verdiet with him-- that it is not by 
elocution, public credit is to be reſtored, not by harangues on 
the circulating medium and repreſentative tign, which ſeen. 
at preſent to evade the graſp of orators and ſtaleſmen, but by 
wiſe and liberal conduct on the part of the banking and 
monied intereſt, aided by ſuch meaſures of preparation and 
precaution, on the part of government, as {hall effectually 
fecure theſe kingdoms from 8 of invallon and 
8 commotion. | 
Mr. Sheridan ſaid, kd was the ſecond time that the hon. 
gentleman who {poke laſt, had done him the honour to allude 
perſonally to hin. The honourable gentleman had rebuKud 
| the Houle for their floth and inactivity ; was that a proof 
that the reſtoration of the credit of the country would prove 
its beſt defence? If ever there was any. man who was quali- 
hed to diſtinguiſh between a debt procraſtinated, and a debt 
_ abſolutely retuſed to be paid, it was the honourable gentle- 
man. He could not have forgotten the objections Which 
ere at one time made to the payment of a demand which he 
had upon the Treaſury for about 15,00). ; and the facility 
with which he afterwards recovered the ſum, when he was no 
longer an admirer of the new order of things. With reſpect 
to the queſtion, he maintained that it was not at all incon- 
ſiſtent for the means df defence to be inſufficient, at the ſame 
time that the conduct of the commander in chief was perfectly 
proper and juſtifiable. II did not follow that Miniſters made 
every neceſſary communication to the commander in chief; 
and he elucidated this obſervation, by refering to what 
would have been done in ireland previous to the invaſion, 
upon a motion {ſimilar to this. Some gentlemen would have 
got up and ſtated it to be a libel on the commander in chief, 
the Houſe would of courſe have agreed to that obſervation, 
and yet when the experiment was made, it was proved that 
Ireland was in a moſt ſcandabbus {tate of defence, and that if 
the French had actually landed, they muſt have taken Cork. 
It was a fortunate event for Ireland as well as for.this coun- 
try, they did not land, even without Monficur Hoche, or. 
Monſter 
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Monſter Hoche as they called him. They had been very 
near Coming to a right anchorage, and it they had, they 
might have landed and proceeded to Cork immediately. 
After ſeveral other remarks of a ſimilar tendency, he con- 
cluded by giving his aſlent to the motion. 


The Secretary at Far ſaid, he ſhould fay but few words 


to the queſtion. It ſeemed to him this motion was not ſo 


much to prepare a general defence, as to put the Executive 
Government into a new commiſſion ; and the queſtion would 
be then, whether it was in better hands? If they were to 


come to that reſolution, the right motion would be to ſay, 


that the Executive Government was no longer uſeful. No 
general body, who had not all the information of every de- 
partment before them, were able to judge of the neceſſity, 
and of the proper remedies. This the Executive Govern- 


ment had, and the nation were to take it out of thoſe hands 


where the conſtitution had placed it. > os 
The honourable Gentleman ſaid none could deny the ſitu- 
ation of Ireland; he would not deny it upon a principle 


upon which the honourable gentleman ought not to affirm, 


namely, that he was not acquainted ſufficiently with the 
ſubject, as it was a matter confided to the Iriſh Government. 
The queſtion of the ſufficiency of the ſtate of defence muſt 


be decided at leaſt by perſons whoſe habits and information 
made them competent judges; and the honourable gentle- 


man had ſhewn no reaſon to ſuppoſe that they were not now 
as well ſelected as they would be by a Committee of that 
Houſe. In fact, the motion went to do that only which was 


already done. OS „ 
General Tarleton ſaid, he did not come prepares ta ſpeak, 
but he thought it neceſſary to trouble the Houle. with a few 


words. He ſtated that there was now a report current, that 
the enemy really intended to make an experiment on ſome 
part of the kingdom. They had laid an embargo on their 
ports, and therefore he thought it improper that any thing 


ſhould be revealed, which might be injurious to us, for the 
enemy to be acquainted with. He ſaid, that the country had 
loſt all confidence in the preſent Miniſters was apparent, 


Indeed the nation had very ſubſtantial reaſons for viewing 
the events of the war with indignation and diſguſt. Would 


the honourable Gentleman produce the fair ſtatements of the 
N relative to Dunkirk, and of the occurrences at 

oulon? Would he produce the death-ſcroll at St Do- 
mingo, or the particulars of the maſſacre at Quiberon? He 


Vox. II. 1797. 41 aaſſerted 
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aſſerted that Miniſters who had been in poſſeſſion of the re. 


_ ſources of a mighty people, had ſquandered them away, and 
with them our military reputation. He contraſted the preſent 


times with thoſe of the duke of Marlborough, and obſerved, 


that whatever might be the conduct of his Majeſty's Mini- 
ters, he ſhould never, for his own part, forget that he was 


an officer and an Engliſhmen, and he truſted that the troops 


in this country, which he knew to be numerous and well 
_ diſciplined, would be properly ſtationed. 


General Egerton ſaid a few words in favour of the motion 


of adjournment. 


8 Colonel //5:4 obſerved that the only motive which he had 


for troubling the Houſe with a motion upon the ſubjeR, 
which certainly was the moſt important of any that could 


_ pollibly be agitated in that Houle, was ſolely with a view 
of doing away thoſe alarms which had ſo univerſally per- 


vaded the country, and thereby to have reſtored. public 
credit to its uſual vigour, 

The only grounds of objection that had been offered by 
the right honourable Secretary were founded upon the duke 
of Y ork and the army, whoſe name, he declared, had never 
been mentioned by him, but in terms of the higheſt refpect, 


and thereby the right honourable gentleman had endeavoured 
to defend the neglect of himſelf and colleagues by impli- 
cating the character of his Royal Highneſs, of whoſe merits, 
no man in that Houſe, not even the honourable gentleman | 
| himſelf, had a higher opinion than what heentertained. 


That the ſelection of officers which his royal highneſs 


had made for the commands of the different ſtations, muſt. 
do infinite honour to his judgment, for no man could hear 
of the names of Sir William Howe, Sir Charles Grey, Sir 
William Meadows, General Muſgrave and other able officers 
to whom the command of ſtations had been entruſted, but in 
terms of the higheſt approbation. The Colonel obſerved that 
one right honourable gentieman had itated his Royal High- 


nels the commander in chief, to have the ſole charge and 


reſponſibiliiy of the defence of the country; whereas the 
Secretary at War had atterwards contradicted this aſſertion, 
and declared that as his Royal Highneſs the Duke of Vork 
was not a member of the cabinet, the Executive Govern- 


ment, that is, Miniſters, were alone competent to judge of 
the proper meaſures. In ſhort there was ſuch a contradic- 
tion betwixt the ſtatements of the two right honourable Se- 


'Cretaries, that the public, he foreſaw, would be left as much 
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in the dark as ever, with whom the reſponſibility for the 
ſecurity of the country reſted. _ 
The Colonel obſerved, that having faithfully diſcharged 
what he had conceived to be his duty, he would not preſs 
the Houſe to a diviſion; but he begged that it might be 
- underſtood that it was the firtheſt from his intention to throw 


the ſmalleſt reflection either upon the commander in chief, 


or any officers of the army, of whom he declared no man 


thought more highly than himſelf. 


The queſtion was then put, and the motion for the ad. 


| journment« carried, 


' HOUSE OF LORDS. 
 WepnesDay, March 29. 
Read thi bills upon the table and adjourned. 


' HOUSE OF COMMONS. 
WepxtsDaAY, March 29. 


Mr. Alden Anderſon brought up a bill for better regu- 
_ lating the mode of taking the returns of the prices of corn 


and flour at the London market, by which the Price of bread : 
is tobe affixed. 


The bill was r ad a firſt time, and ordered to be read a fe- 


cond time, and to be printed. 


Mr. Long brought up an account of advances made to the 


Emperor ſince the 13th of December 1706, &c. as moved 


for by Mr. Grey on Friday the 24th inſtant. 
Deferred the other orders of the day. 


-Ad) ourned. 


HOUSE OF LORDS. 
'TrursDay, March 30. 
BREACH OF PRIVILEGE - 


The Earl of Oxford defired the attention of their Lord- 
| ſhips to a eircumſtance which had recently taken place and 

which while it affected him perſonally, involved in it a high 
breach of the privileges of that Houſe. In conſequence of 
his motion to addreſs his Majeſty, with a view to a negocia- 


tion for peace, being negatived, he had come down to the 
clerk's room the next day to enter a proteſt upon the books, 
ſtating his reaſons for diſſenting from the deciſion of the 


Houſe, but to his. extreme ſurpriſe he found his motion was 


* e 


h 
x 
: 
1 


580 WOODFALL'S PARLTAMZNTA RYREPORTS. [Comnons, 

not entered, the noble and learned Lord then upon the wool. 
ſack (Lord Kenyon) having carried off the motion in his 
pocket, he therefore moved, 

« That a Chancellor taking away the motion of a peer for” 
an Addreſs, ſo that the ſame cannot be immediately entered 
on the Journals, is guilty of a high breach of the privileges of 
this Houſe, and that Lord Kenyon, acting as Pro- Chancellor, 
is guilty of a high breach of the privileges of this Houſe, in 

having taken away the motion of the Earl of Oxford on 
the 23d inſtant, and that he be cenſured for the fame.” 
Te Biſhop of Rochefler roſe as ſoon as Lord Kenyon had 
i read the motion, and moved that the RY 1 order No. 77, 
de read. ö 
It was read accordingly. The purport of it was, © that 
any perſon printing or publiſhing the proceedings of that 
Houſe, or any part thereof, without the authority of the 
ſame, ſhall be deemed guilty of a high breach of privilege.” 
The Biſhop then roſe again, and ſaid he was aſtoniſhed 
that a noble Lord in the ſecond year of his ſitting as a peer, 
| ſhould undertake to teach that Houſe its duty. When he 
learnt from rumour that the noble Lord intended to make a 
motion complaining of a breach of privilege, he had con- 
_ ceived it to have been a breach of privilege committed in a 
moſt audacious manner, by a miſerable newſpaper. He 
held in his hand a newſpaper entitled the Oracle or Public Ad. 
_ vertifer of the inſtant, which contained a groſs libel againſt 
their Lordſhips, conveyed in a pretended account of their 
8 Proceedings on a late occaſion, under the head of an Addreſs 
to the 2 ale * 1 in which Lord Grenville 8 | reply to the motion | 


- of 
* ADDRESS 10 THE NATION. | 


ta . PorTMAN-SQUARE, MARCH 27, 179%, 


rr was my intention. to have entered my proteſt on the Journals of the Houſe of 
Lords the day after I moved ny Addreſs to his Majeſty for peace, and for that pur» 
poſe 1 went to the clerk's othce, and to my utter ſurpriſe I found that my Addreſs 
ad never been enter2d upon the Journals. Upon enquiry I was informed that 
Lord Kenyon had taken it home with him. I wiſh at all events that the public 
| ſhould be in poſſeſſion of my proteſt, and 1 hereby pledge myſelf to my country and 
to the Houſe of Lords, that 1 will this day, in my place „in thit Houſe, demand 


the fulleſt reparation for this inſult, offered through. o one to the whole Houſe, ig 
this illegal and unprecedented manner. | | 


| PROTEST, 
© Difſentient, Fir, Becauſe ſceing no means of tateation * this obey but by 
an immediate, fincere and laſting peace, I think the Addrefs, which I moved, 
March 23, 1797, calculated to produce that happy event, and that a refuſal to 


carry that Addreſs to the throne, tends to a continuation of this cruel war, which 
I hold to de certain and inevitable ruin. 


* 4 f F 
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of the noble Earl, whoſe title of OxrorD AN D MoRTIMER-. 


was ſubſcribed to the Proteſt, as it was called, that was ſub- 


joined to the Introduction, was to conſiſt of arguments that 
were inſolently poor, weak, and rude, and ſuch as were never 


beard of before. 


He was aware, his Lordſhip ſaid, that the cuſtom of the 
new ſpapers to publiſh what they gave as accounts of the debates 


of the Houſe, was, in ſome ſort, connived at; and that, al- 
though it was known to be in direct defiance of the ſtanding 
order, it was to be, to a certain degree, excuſed, from the 
frequency of the practice; but when ſo audacious a miſrepre- 


ſentation of the proceedings was publiſhed, he had expected 


that the noble Lord would have done what he ſhould have felt 


Secondly, B. eouſe 2 Secretary of State's moving, that an Addreſs to his Majeſty 


on the zoth of December, 1796, ſhould be reid, is a poor, weak, and rude manner 
(zo ſay no worl-: of it, of anſwering the arguments advanced in my Addreſs, 
Thirdly, Becauſe I believe that the arguments advanced by me have never be- 
fore been touched upon, even in debates, and no attempts having been made to an- 
wer thoſe arguments, the conclufion which the public muſt draw from it is, that 
they are per fechly unanſwerable, | 


Fourthly, Becauſe it was my ſincere wiſh that the eyes of his Majeſty ſhould be 
opened to the dangers with which he is ſurrounded, and that giving peace to his 


exhauſted ſubjects, and reſtoring to them their rights, ſhould be his own gracious 


_aQ. 5 | 
Fifthly, Becauſe I have the higheſt authority for every ſentiment reſpecting the 
economy and reform of abuſes“ which I recommended, namely, His Majeſty's 


own words, in that moſt excellent and patriotic ſpeech made at the cloſe of the 


American war, and which I quoted in my reply. | 

Sixthly, Becauſe whenever a nation is in the ſituation we are in at preſent, it re- 
quires the united energy and public ſpirit of the whole nation to re- eſtabliſn its credit, 
and I am perſuided that energy and public ſpititare only to be obtained by the public 
poſſeſſing their ancient free Conſtitution, which they ſo juſtly revere; and I main- 
tain that according to common law, which is common ſenſe, and according to 
« the TRUE fpirit of the Conſtitution,” which is founded in wiſdom, liberty, and 
juſtice, rhe people of Great Britaia have a right, and ought, to be fairly and equal- 
ly repreſented in TRAT which, by its very name, is THE1R Houſe of Parliament. 


de venthly, Becauſc I hold the Borough ſyſtem, and every other ſyſtem of corrup-- 


tion that has of late years crept into practice, to be directly contrary to the true 
fpirit of the Conftitution, and big with the moſt alarming evils to King and Peaple; 
and that to confer the honour of Peerage on men who have no other merit than that of 
commanding boroughs, and performing miniſterial jobs, degrades that high dignity, 
and takes away one of the greateſt motives that actuates the human mind, the hope 

of reward, by making it unworthy the acceptance of thoſe men for whom is was 


intended; men hd have rendered great and diſt.nguithed fervices to their count 


dy their valour, their talents, or their learning. 


Eighthly, Becauſe I am defirous of making this public avowal of my principles, 


| which nothing on earth ſhall make me alter, and which I have learnt from the : 


a&ts and writings of our anceſtors, who loved liberty, and underſtood it. 
Ninthly, Becaufe I am reſolved, whenever I ſec danger, BoL DIY and Id r- 


and country. | | 
ST OXFORD AND MORTIMER, 


at 


yENDENTLY, to the full extent of my ability, te diſcharge my duty to my King 
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it his duty to do, in vindication of his own honour and dig- 
nity, and the honour and dignity of the Houſe, complained 


againſt the printer of the paper in queſtion, for having pub- 


liſhed ſo aggravated and audacious a libel, and thereby been 


guilty of a high breach of privilege. The arguments contained 


in the flimſy production called a Proteſt, and ſigned Oxford 
and Mortimer, were not worth an anſwer. But there was 
one expreſſion in it which he could not help taking notice of. 


His Lord(hip read the following ſection of the Proteſt: 


Sixthly. Becauſe, whenever a nation is in the ſituation we are in at preſent, it 


requires the united energy and public ſpirit of the whole nation to re-eſtabliſh its 
credit; and J am perſuaded that energy and public ſpirit are only to be obtained by 


the public poſſeſſing their ancient free Conſtitution, which they ſo juſtly revere ; 


and I maintain that, according to common law, which is common ſenſe, and ac- 
cording to the TRR ſpirit of the Conſtitution,” which is founded in wiſdom, 


- liberty, and juſtice, the people of Great Britain have a right and ought to be fairly 


and equally repreſented in THAT which, by its very name, is THEIR Houſe ef 
Parliament. i | f 


In the laſt words of this ſection, the Biſhop obſerved, it de- | 


| ſcribed the Houſe of Commons as the Parliament of the People, 


vrhich he muſt contend was neither legal nor conſtitutional lan- 


. guage, The Parliament was the King's Parliament, and fo the 
laws of the land and the Conſtitution defined it. He men- 


' tioned this, in particular, becauſe it ſhewed that when raſh and 
inexperienced young men adopted ſtrong expreſſions, they were 


apt to miſlead themſelves, and to confound the true character 
of what they took upon them to deſcribe. The Bithop con- 

_ cluded with repeating, that it was againſt the printer that the 
noble Earl ſhould have come down to complain of a high 
breach of privilege, and not to have brought forward, what, 
if he were not reſtrained by the reſpect he entertained perſon- 
ally towards the noble Earl, and for the Houſe in general, he 


ſhould have called a petulant motion, grounded on, perhaps, 


the caſual negligence of one of the firſt and moſt reſpectable 
characters in the kingdom. | | e 


Lord Kenyon and the Earl of Oxford 5 together, and there 
das a divided call for each of them, but the majority calling 


upon Lord Oxford, or the queſtion, 


His Lordſhip ſaid, he would rather have heard the whole of 
what the noble and learned Lord had to offer before he faid 
any mote; but, certainly, if their Lordſhips choſe it, they 


might inſiſt pn the queſtion. In anſwer to what they had juſt 
heard, he ſhould only fay, that the whole of the right reve- 
rend Prelate's ſpeech had no reference whatever to the ſubject 
then before the Houſmmſm. 5 
The Marquis Town/hend remarked, that what had been ſaid 
by the noble Earl near him, as well as the obfervations of the 
gs Beads right 
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right reverend Prelate relative to the miſrepreſentations of the 


newſpapers, were undoubtedly true. He could not, however, 


ſubſcribe to the doctrine of the right reverend Prelate, that the 


Parliament was the King's Parliament. He had the honour of 
deriving his ſeat in that Houſe from a long line of anceſtors, 
and he had been bred up in the principle of believing and con- 
ſidering the Parliament as the Parliament of the Nation, of 
which the Crown was one eſtate. The Houſe of Commons, 
undoubtedly, being the repreſentative of the people, might 


fairly be conſidered as their Houſe of Parliament. With re- 


gard to the newſpaper miſrepreſentations, though no man was 
a ſtronger advocate for the liberty of the preſs, or a more ſin- 
cere friend to it, than he was, there were occaſions on which 
the newſpapers made no ſcruple to convey the moſt ſcandalous 
and hare-faced falſehoods. That very day he had ſeen an ar- 
ticle publiſhed. in one of them, aſſerted to be the anſwer of his 


Majeſty to a noble Ear] near him (Lord Suffolk), on his hav- 


ing had an audience of his Sovereign; when the fact was, his 
Majeſty had not returned any anſwer. This, to ſay the leaſt 
_ of it, was a very indecent exerciſe of the freedom of the preſs, 
and ſuch inſtances of abuſe would well juſtify the learned Pre- 
late's complaining of it on the preſent occaſion ; and, indeed, 
be imagined that the right reverend Prelate would have ended 


with a motion of that ſort. _ 


The Earl of Selk roſe, merely to confirm what the noble 
Marquis had ſaid, and to declare that no anſwer had been 


given by his Majeſty. _ 


The Biſhop of Rechefeer, in explanation, ſaid, that certainly 
the Houſe of Commons, ſeparately conſidered, being the re- 
preſentative of the people, might be termed their Houſe of 
Parliament; but ſpeaking of the Parliament collectively, it 
was the King's Parliament, and fo defined by the law of the 
land and the Conſtitution. The King alone could convene, 
_ prorogue, and diſſolve it; and therefore, in ſtrict, legal, and 


conſtitutional language, it could only be recognized and de- 
icribed as the King's Parliament. With regard to what the 
noble Marquis had ſaid, of his having expected that he would 
have ended his ſpeech with a complaint of a breach of privilege 


againſt the printer of the Oracle; his not doing ſo was to be 
aſcribed, firſt, to his conſidering that ſuch a motion would 
come more properly from the noble Earl whoſe name was uſed _ 


in the paper; and, next, to his not being aware who might be 
implicated in it, nor how high it would reach. ED 


| Lord Kenyon once more offered to come forward, but the 


call for © the queſtion” was ſo general, that he returned to 
| = | ns 
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the woolſack, and put it; after which his Lordſhip declared 
the Not Contents had it; but the Ear] m Oxford laying the 
& Contents had 1 it, the Houſe divided. | 


Net Con ru i B> 
ot en | — 50 
e 240 


4 cui Was moved and agreed to, that no o entry of the 
proceeding be NEU n the j Jour nals. | 
175 Auourned. e 


HOUSE + OF COMMONS. 
| _TrnvursDaAY, March 3o. = 

Mr. Edwards reported from the Inverkeithing Committee, 7 
5 tat they had determined that Sir A. Cochrane Johnſton was 

duluy elected, and that the Petition of Sir . John Henderſon, 
_ complaining of an undue election, was not frivolous or vex- 

atious. | 

Mr. Fur moved, and the Houſe agreed, to poſtpone the ap- 

5 pointment of a Committee to try the merits of the Kent elec- 

5 tion to the 25th of April next. 

Mr. Pollen ſaid, he wiſhed moſt ſincerely not to embarraſs : 
- Miniſters, but to gain the co-operation of his Majeſty's ſub- 
jects, to call on them to renew a negociation for peace, or to 
proceed with ſpirit and energy in the war, if war ſhould be un- 
avoidable. He therefore gave notice, that on Friday next he 

ſhould have the honour to make a motion to addreſs his Ma- 
j;eſty to renew a negociation for peace, or for declaring expli- 
cCitly the reaſon for continuing the war. 
Mr. Elliot poſtponed his motion on the Slave Trade to | 
Thurktay next,” 
Ng vs 


| HOUSE OF LORDS. 
_ FRIDAY, March 31. 


The bills upon the: table having gone through their ſeveral 
ſtages, their Lordibips, - without doing any further bulineſs, 
1 e till Monday. 5 epi 


HOUSE OF COMMONS. 
Frivav; March 31. 


8 A new writ was ordered for the borough of Inverkeithing, | 
cc. in the room of Andrew Cochrane ons Eſq. who. 
5 n an 2 office under B Th | 

| The 
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The Houſe reſolved itſelf into a Committee of the whole 
Heal upon the Bill to permit the exportation of grain. 

Mr. Ryder vey 4 that the commencement of the Bill 
ſhould be on the zoth of April. 

Mr. Alderman Curtis propoſed the 30th of May, which was 
ſupported by Mr. //hitbrcad. and Mr. Alderman Combe, on 
account of the loſs that muſt be ſuſtained by many merchants, 
whole orders for foreign corn, given a conliderable time back, 
could not be executed within 30 days from the preſent time. 
= They wiſhed the limitation might extend to the 30th of May. 
4 But after a converſation, in which ſeveral members took a part, 
3 the clauſe was carried without a diviſion. 

Mr. Ryder propoted that the word“ Barley” thould be left 
Out. 

Mr. Coke was againſt the exception. He faid, it had been 
the intention of the county of Norfolk to petition the Houle | 
that the exportation of grain in general ſhould be permit- 
ted, but, in conſequence of this Bill, he had informed them 
that ſuch a ſtep would be unneceſlary. | Unleſs the exportation 
of barley was likely to be permitted, that county, which grow 
more barley than all the rett of the kingdom put together, 
would ſuffer very great inconvenience. At preſent, in the 
county of Norfolk, the beſt bar ley was at the very low price of 
fourteen thillings, and even twelve ſhillings, a quarter; and 
if the exportation was not permitted it would be ie for 
gentlemen to obtain their rents. | 

Mr. Whitbread reminded his honourable ffiend that they 
were legiſlating not for the county of Norfolk, but for the 
country at large. Farmers had for ſome time paſt an oppor- 
tunity of making very great profits, and the prices till lately 
had been high. The reaton why barley was ſo low in the 
county of Norfolk probably was, that the barley of laſt year's 
growth in the county of Norfolk had been of an inferior qua- 
lity. For ſome time paſt it was notorious that perſons, con- 
nected with brewing, had carried on their buſinęſs under great. 
loſs; and, as the prices had fallen but-very lately, he conteud- 
ed that the exception of barley ought to be made. 

Mr. Alderman Combe ſpoke on the lame hide. 
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The Houſe was then refacaed, and the report ordered to be 
received on Monday, _ 
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The Committee divided: ; | 4 
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 ADVANCES TO THE EMPEROR, 


Mr. Sheridan ſaid, that as he had put off the motion he had 


intended to make that day with regard to any farther advances 
to the Emperor, in order that the Houſe might be in poſſeſſion 
ol the report of the Secret Committee, he was deſirous to know 

when that report would be produced. That it was in contem- 


plation to make farther advances to the Emperor was evident, 
from a return of the ſums advanced by-the Bank fince the ſix- 


teenth of December, 17999. To this return he requeſted tlie 


5 particular attention of the Houſe. For ſome part of the ad- 


vances which had been made, the ſecurity was of a very ex- 
traordinary kind. It was ſtated to be the reccipts of perſons 


by whom it had been received, and the ob! ligation of the Impe- 


rial ambaſſador at this Court, that the advances ſhould be paid 
out of any loan which might be negociated for the Emperor 


in this country. This was the moſt extraordinary ſecurity he 


had ever heard of. It was the ſatne as if a man ſaid to ano- 


ther, © if you will lend me twenty guineas, I will pay you 


ten that | owe you.” He hoped that the right honourable 
Gentleman would not endeavour to avoid the diſcuſſion of this 


| ſubject by any ſide-wind, but that he would anſwer, candidly 


and explicitly, whether he intended making any farther ad- 
vances to the Emperor? If there was not a proſpect of the 
report of the Secret Committee being before the Houſe in. a 


day or two, he certainly thould not defer his motion upon can 
ſubject, and in this view he moved, 5 

That there be laid before the Houſe copies of the repre- 
ſentations made by the Directors of th + Bank with regard to 


advances to the Emperor, ſince the tilt of [anvary, 1795. 


J 
: with the anſwer of his Majeſty's Miniſters thereto.” 


The Clance/lor of the Exchequer (aid, that it was impoſſible 
: for him to anſwer the queſtion, when the report of the Secret 


Committee would be laid before the Houſe. He aſſured the 


honourable Gentleman that he did not with to avoid the diſ- 


cuſſion of the ſubject, nor was it poſſible for him to avoid it; 


but ſtill he was defirous to meet it fairly and fully. In an— 


{wer io the other queſtion of the honourable Gentleman, he 
would tate, that, in all the circumſtances of the cafe, to make 


farther advances to the Emperor, provided we could fo obtain 


His cordial co-operation in the common cauſe, was a meaſure 
the molt effential to the intereſts of the country. Whether 


it was proper, however, to enter upon the ſubject, upon par- 
tial information, ne would leave to the Houſe to determine. 


Mr. 


* 7 * _— © * * 
FF : 2 e 1 
5 N Yo on 4 EE I 388 


Mancn 5 WOODFALL'S ' PARLIAMENTARY REPORTS. £37 


Mr. Fox ſaid, that it would be deſirable to have farther | 
information, if there was a probability of obtaining that in- 
formation in time for the motion of his honourable friend. 
His own opinion was, that unleſs the pecuniary ſituation of 
the country was far different from what he conceived it to 
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be, no advantage the co-operation of the Emperor could we 
produce would compenſate the certain ruin with which, in wa 
the preſent ſituation of the country, the farther export f nl 
ſpecie would be attended. In the view of the ſubject being i 


diſcuſſed on Tueſday, he could fee no objection to producing _ 1 
the papers moved for, as they would be of importance to ſhew {i 
What the opinion of the Bank Directors had been with TFogure. 5 11 
to the export of money to the Emperor. = 
The Chancellor of the Exchequer ſaid, he did not oppoſe the 1 
production of the papers. | 
Mr. Grey thought, that as this fubject was in ſome mea- I! 
ſure connected with the inveſtigation of the Secret Com- _ 1 
mittee, it might be as well to wait for the report. The 7, - 
Committee had not been idle, but the ſubject of their en- 
quires had been very, comprehenſive. The examination 1 
With regard to the points alluded to, he imagined, would _ 


——_ 1 = = 
— HP Ss 6 


be concluded the next day, and he hoped that early next _ 4 
week the Committee would be able to preſent a report. ES 11% 
Mr. Sheridan ſaid, that the right honourable gentleman | 1 


had anſwered his queſtion with great candour and fairneſs. 
He was unwilling to defer a motion which he conceived to 
be of ſo much importance to determine as ſoon as poſſible. 
If the right hon. gentleman meant to defend the propriety of 


| ſending more money to the Emperor, without waiting for the 1 
ſtatement of the report, he did not think i it would be Wee i 
to put it off. | Wil 


Mr. Grey laid, that how were inconveniencies every way, f 
as it would be neceſſary to wait till the report, which muſt IR 
be voluminous, was printed, and allow time for the Houſe to 2 
conſider it. | 

Mr. Curwen wiſhed the motion to be Ut on without 
delay, as if put off till the report was received, it would — 
ſcarcely take place before Eaſter. 1 

The Chancellor of the Exchequer warned Mr. Sheridan. that | 11 

| the principles of the debate, when the motion did come on, 
were not to be fixed from what paſſed now. It would be 
an additional objection to „e propoſal of refuſing any far- be 

ther ſupplies to the Emperar, that it was without informa- "(4p 

5 tion, 1 
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tion, though he | YO See to the queſtion on general 


grounds. | | 
'The motion was then carried 1 


POOR BILL. 
Mr. IPhitbread wiſhed to know whother the Chancellor of © 


the Exchequer meant to revive the cer for the Poor bill, or 


whether it was meant to be dropped. If it was not to be re- 


vived, he meant to move for leave to bring in a bill to regu- 
late one of the points to which the bill went? 5 


The CHancellor of the Lacheguer ſaid, that he ene tO 


| revive the bill, but amidſt the buſineſs to which the attention 


of the Houſe had been called, he did not think it was adviſe- 
able to puſh it forward, nor had he been able to apply to it 


his own attention clivided. After what had been ſaid by 
ſome gentlemen with regard to this bill, he was very anxious 
that a diſcuſſion ſhould take Fees as he conceived that it 
| had not been underſtood. | | 


Mr. Whitbread was ſurpriſed that, though the bill had 


5 boon fo long in e the ſchedules had never been pro- 


| duced. 


| ORDER OF COUNCIL. 
The report of the bill for continuing the act of Council 


Vas brought up, read, and agreed to, and on the motion of 
the Chancellor of the Exchequer, the Houſe again went 
into the Committee to conſider certain clauſes that were to 


be Offered. 


The Cbencellet of the . ſ aid that after an intercourſe 


which had taken place between him and gentlemen from the 
Bank, and alſo from the great body of the bankers, he under- 
ſtood that they approved of the general principle of the 
_ clauſe which he had to offer to the Committee. The ſub- 
ſtance of it was to allow the Bank to repay, at different 
periods, in caſh to thoſe who may, at their diſcretion, here- 
after depoſit caſh with them, ſo that no more than three- 
fourths of ſuch ſums ſhould be repaid by the Bank in caſh 


during the continuance of the preſent bill. This clauſe, he 


_ apprehended, would be of "great advantage to the Bank, and 
- 0 the public. | 


The clauſe being read, | £ 
Mr. Fox ſaid that he could not conſent to this clauſe. The 


principle of the bill itſelf was in its nature, ſuch as could not 
be limited, namely, neceſſity. The ſame neceſſity that pro- 


duced 
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duced the Order in Council, might produce another, and 
therefore, ſuppoling this clauſe to be agreed to, there could be 
no real ſecurity for this pledge being kept more inviolate than 
former pledges had been ; and he did not like to decoy men 
to bring in their caſh to the Bank under the faith of a pro- 
miſe that might not be kept with them. That was not the 
way to reſtore public credit. A man who made a promiſe 
and broke it, was not likely to retrieve his credit by making 
another promiſe. The credit of a future act of parliament, 
could not be better than that of a former that had been diſte- 
garded. The Miniſter had ſaid that the Bank Directors ap- 
proved of this clauſe; he did not deny it, but the Miniſter 
was not the beſt authority upon that ſubject. Directors 
were members of the Houſe, and they ſhould come forward | 
to declare how that matter ſtood; and even if they declared | 
their approbation, he could not aſſent to the clauſe, for the | 
reaſon which he had already ſtated, namely, that he did not | 
like to decoy men into the humour of parting from their pro- | 
| 


* = x =D, — 
y PR . 
3 — — * 


- 7 _— __ * — - 
R R rr rr SIE; EW - 2 5 
2 7 
a 1 4 : - * - 


perty upon the faith of a promiſe which may be as eaſily 
broken as ſimilar promiſes have been, for in ſuch caſe he 


would be a party to a deluſion. _ : SE oe On 1 
The Chancellor of the Exchequer ſaid that it had always IF 
been poſlible for an act of the acknowledged legiſlature of 4 
the country to ſuperſede the expectations of individuals: but 1 : 

it did not from that appear likely that government would 1 

take away the money lodged by individuals in the Bank, in bl. 

conſequence of the preſent clauſe, nor that it would be un- oY 

wiſe in them to excrciſe their diſcretion. Every means of 1 . 

gradual accumulation was wanted. The preſent was a oy 

_ meaſure that would accelerate every point which the hon. 7k 

gentleman had ſo often dwelt upon as neceſſary to reſtore the I 


credit of the Bank. Up to that moment, there was not a ; 
ſhilling taken from the Bank. The caſh of the Bank ſo far | 
from being exhauſted, was not diminiſhed. As to the pre- 
{ent meaſure, it was ſtrongly recommended by the Bank Di- i] 
rectors, who were of opinion that it would produce very | 
important effects. Every man who had money would feel | 
the inconvenience of keeping it hoarded by him, and would 
therefore depoſit as much of it in the Bank as he could ſpare 
from his preſent wants. It would thus happen, that the 
general principles of banking would be kept alive on a ſepa- 
rate fund. On what grounis, then, could it be ſtated, that It 
this was a decoy to inducę individuals to place their money 4111 
within the reach of government? Did not every monied man Wit 
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know all the circumſtances of the caſe as well as the hon. 


_ genileman ? Could he ſuppoſe that they would run into 


danger with their eyes open? The care, therefore, which 


the hon. gentleman had for the monied men, was that of not 
allowing them even to uſe their own diſcretion, in doing a 


thing that would tend to accelerate a great public object. It 
vas a ſingular mode of promoting the intereſt of individuals, 
to prevent: that of the public. 


Mr. Fox was not ſatisfied with che reaſons of the Miniſter | 
upan this ſubject. His object was, that credit ſhould be re- 
| ſtored. That did not depend upon promiſes and engage- 


ments, but upon the faithful performance of them. Be- 


ſides, there was miſchief in the practice of preferring one 
promiſe to another., The promiſe that was made to the pub- 
lic, prior to the 26th of February, had been violated, and 


was to continue to be violated during the continuance of this 
bill, but the promiſe made in the month of March was to be 
kept. This preference of one promiſe to another, was no 


more the way to reſtore credit to thoſe who made it, than it 


was the way to preſerve the beauty of a park to cut down a 


beautiful trce full of bloom and vigour, for the purpoſe of 


planting another in its ſtead, under the hape that it would 


| foon take the ſame root and poſſeſs the fame vigour, as that 
which had been an hundred years in coming to its matu- 
_ rity. He thought that before parliament entered into any 
new promiſes or engagements, ey. ſhould diſcharge their 


old ones. 


The Chancellor of the Exchequer ſaid, that the Bank and 
bankers agreed to this clauſe, although the Bank had not 


particularly deſired it. There was nothing compulſory in 
the clauſe, but it was thought that it. would be productive of 
benefit to the public, by cauſing money to flow more freely 


into the Bank. Mr. Pitt inlifted that the right hon. gentle- 


man had fortified his objections, by ſtating extreme caſes, as 
if, becauſe a poſitive engagement had once been ſuſpended 


for a ſhort limited time, in a caſe of neceſſity, and for the 


_ eventual public advantage, that therefore it could never be 


expected, that any future engagement would be fulfilled. In 
the preſent inſtance, the Bank was placed in a ſituation 


wherein they might be allowed to make payments on de- 
mand, without interfering with thoſe circumſtances which 


had prevented the former engagements from being regularly 
tulfilled. 


Alderman Curtis ſupported the e clauſe, veing convinced 


5 chat 
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that it would tend to reſtore public credit, and that when 
once the Bank was opened to receive gold, according to the 


proviſo now under conſideration, they would receive it in 


great abundance, as there was no real want of that metal. 5 


Mr. Tierney could not bring himſelf to approve of this 


clauſe, not conceiving it to be founded on common honelty 


or common prudence. It was not neceſſary tor the Chan- 
cellor of the Exchequer to ſay that this clauſe was at the de- 
| fire of the Bank, nor to ſay it was at the deſire of the bank- 
ers; for the latter would profit pretty handſomely by it, at 


the expence of their cuſtomers. He ſhould be glad to ſee 


the worthy Alderman who ſpoke laſt going to the Bank with | 
looo guineas and refuſing to pay one hundred in caſh for the 
convenience of his cuſtomer. He atked, whether this was 


to be called common honeſty * With reſpe& to the prudence 


of the meaſure, he would itate this cafe : a banker might go 
to the Bank with 1000 guineas; at his pleaſure, or at ſtated 


periods, he could draw out of the Bank 750 of thoſe guineas ; 
and this while he was bound to pay his cuſtomer only in 


paper. Thus the ealh, inſtead of coming to the public, 


would go into the hands of the bankers ; and this at a time 
of great alarm with reſpect to public credit, and when, to 


increaſe that alarm, fo ſtrong a meaſure was to be propoſed 
by the Miniſter as that of tending more money to the Em 


peror. If the Miniſter had endeavoured to invent a mea- 
{ure to empower bankers to increaſe the alarm for want ot 


caſh, he could not have hit upon a better to anſwer ſuch a 
purpoſe. N | | | 


Mr. Dent denied that when the parties immediately con- 
cerned, agreed to a meaſure, as was the caſe with regard to 


the preſent clauſe, that they could be fairly ſaid to be de- 
coyed into it. The bankers, fo far from having an over- 


plus of caſh, had been in the practice of drawing conſider- 


able ſums weekly from the Bank. He did not admit that a 
banker made an intereſt of his Bank notes at the expence of 


his cuſtomers, Mr. Dent inſiſted, that no good reaſon had 


been adduced why the clauſe ſhould not be adopted. It could 
do no harm, and it might, and he truſted it would do good, 
although he might not be ſo ſanguine as ſome genilemen, re- 


ſpecting the extent to which it was ſuppoſed this meaſure 
would benefit the country. SRD 1 os e 
Mr. H. Thornton ſaid that he was glad that the clauſe 
had attracted the attention of the Houſe, becauſe he had no 


doubt that it would be found, on conſideration, to be fo rea- 


ſonable 
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ſonable as to be adopted by them, and becauſe alſo the notice 
of it which had been taken, would ſerve to announce it to 

the public, He hoped it would now be underſtood that a 
clauſe was to be introduced into this bill, which would ope- 

rate in ſome meaſure as an immediate, though a partial 
opening of the bank. From the time of the bank's acting 

on this clauſe, any perſon who might have a ſuperfluous 
quantity of cath, might by paying it into the bank in ſums 
of 500l. ſave himſelf from the trouble and expence of keep- 
ing it at home without intereſt, and might count on receiv- 
ing back three-fourths of it, nearly, if not exactly, at the 
| periods when he might want it. Mr. Thornton combated 
the idea of there being any diſhoneſty in the clauſe, by re- 
| 5 marking that he could not conceive that any banker would 
avail himſelf of the clauſe, by paying his own guineas into 
the bank, unleſs he ſirſt began to pay indiſcriminately, thoſe 
cuſtomers who aſked guineas from him. He ſaid, that he 
nad received ſeveral accounts from country banks, ſtating, 
that they were in no want of guineas, and he had learnt from 
| Some, that they had a ſuperabundance of them. He ſaid 
1 alſo, that in London, he underſtood guineas not to be fearce, 
and that he aſſumed that bankers, who had plenty of caſh, 
and who had entered into the aſſociation to diſcourage pay- 
ments in guineas, would either no longer conſider them- 
ſelves as bound by their agreement after the bill, with this 
| clauſe, ſhould -have paſſed, or that they would, by public 
meeting, or other means, releaſe themſelves from the ſup- 

poſed engagement, not to make general caſh payments. 

The objection made on the ground of its being unfair to 
refuſe to pay caſh to a cuſtomer, while paying caſh into the 
bank, was therefore unfounded. As to the abjection, of 
the clauſe being - diſhoneſt in regard to the bank, he put the 
caſe (which he faid he did merely hypothetically) of a new 
Corporation being eſtabliſhed, into which all perſons ſhould 
be permitted, for the ſake of general convenience, to make 
caſh payments on terms agreed upon. Would this be dif- 
| Honeſt? Certainly not, Why, therefore, was It diſhone(! 
for the parliament to make the ſame bank of England which 
had been the repolitory of cath before, to become the repo- 
ſitory for it, in reſpect to all future payments. It was for 
the public benefit that it ſhould be ſo. The country banks 
and others wanted ſuch repolitory into which they might put 
their ſuperfluous caih. Circumſtanced as the cquntry now 
was, and as it would continue to be if the bill paiſed without 


. this 


— 2 — 
— 


. 0 
D — , N — 


n 
. — — — — 


Co Er ͤ EIS on 
4 — 5 - 7 . 


| Batt ö * 
.. f. ot 7 
2 23 8 V te N cds; Fe 28 SY) 
„ * 2 * by 8 . . 


2 
ere E 
„„ * 0 


: mo et CS 


Ar 


. N 


qe) NCR SST tg; 2 
. N SI IE. 5 
OT ns. 
r 
8 S LES I 


Os 
Ah 


2 
1 
. 
5 
25 
% 
FH 
5 
1 
1 
8 

2 
*K I 
4 

. 

* 

* 3; 

fs © 

"= 
. 

1 * A 
8 
— 2 

WC 

„ 

— 
3 
3 

B 
7 
7 

* 

"8 =. 
1 
1 
8 
"bp" 
Fe 
we 2 

: 
* IB 
7 
F 
> 
3 1 
8 
8 
£58 
* 7 o 
4 
i 
- 
x 

och 2 
nx. 

n 
8 6. 95 
F 1 

hes 
9 

= 

by 
7 . 
© 
4. : 
2 

7 

7: 
te q 

PE 
%* 35> 
* 

| 55 

ö «a 

__ 
ys 
* 
+ 
7 5 
+ 
> 
fy = 
5 
4 A 
- 7 
* 
7 
* 
©" 
2 4% 
1. 
5 

MY 
VL 3 
EA 
* 
. 

7 ; 

040% 

WJ: 4 
F & 33.5 
We 3 So 

«pd * 
N 
* >: 7 
LE 7 
W 
2 
1 4 

. —_ 
a. Is 
* . 

* 

2 5 
3 
* 
N Ar 
Lia : 
2 £38 
* 
* C 

3 

— 4 

E 
A 
BILL 
N 
n : 
. 
Ta 
be P 
* 
748) 

33 
q \ 
8 

. 

5 
<8 

V2 

2 
2 
1 
ay 

. 
0 
Ws * 
BS. 
1 
8 

by * 
2 
a. 
= 
5 * 
8 
. 
2 
* 

; 1 
. 
* 
1 

5 
3 
1 


N 


my 
TJ” 5 

* 
a * 

i 
+ 3, 
. 
2 
275 
. 

N 
* Ro 
oo 
. 


| Mazengr.) WOODFALL'S PARLIAMENTARY REPORTS. 593 
this clauſe, there was no inducement for country bankers to 


iſſue their accuſtomed paper circulation, by which ifſue 
alone, the guineas now in circulation could be ſpared out 
of it, and could be fent up to London. He inſiſted that it 
was neceſſary to begin with providing a repoſitory of caſh, 


from whence thoſe who iſſued notes might get caſh to an- 
ſwer their notes, if they ſhould want it before the iſſue of 
notes could be expected. No banker would iſſue notes 
while he was obliged to retain all the guineas to anſwer 
them in his own hands, for ſuch a trade could have no 


If this clauſe ſhould paſs, he truſted 


profit attending it. 


_ that bankers in the country would begin upon the credit of 

it to extend gradually their circulation, and would ſend the 

guineas which they might collect to the place which had 
always been the repoſitory for thoſe circulating on having 


three-fourths of them returned, if neceſſary. Mr. 'Thornton 
further remarked, that he thought the clauſe might be very 


important in another view. An obſervation had been juſtly _ 


made ſome days ago in the Houſe, that the zra of the bank's 


opening again would be an æra of apprehenſion and difficulty, 
and that the bank Directors themſelves would feel a diffi- 
culty in knowing whether at three months end to open or 

not. He ſaid he thought that this clauſe would enable 


them to judge whether to open then, or whether they might 


not even anticipate the time; for by obſerving whether the 


guineas paid into them by virtue of this clauſe were called 


out again in any great quantities or not, they would be able 


to form a tolerable judgment on the ſubjet. It was a miſ- 
take to ſuppole that it required a certain quantity of ſpecie 
bearing a proportion to the outſtanding notes, in order to 


give ſecurity for the punctual payments of a bank. The 
ſpecie ſhould be proportioned, not to the notes out, but to 
the probable current demand. Suppoſe, for inſtance, that 


the bank at the end of the three months ſhould have a given 
quantity of guineas in its coffers, yet ſurely it would make 


a material point for their conſideration, whether the foreign 


exchanges were favourable to their opening or otherwiſe. 


If the foreign exchanges were ſuch as to imply that guineas 


were flowing into the country inſtead of flowing out of it, 
ſurely no one would deny that they might open in that caſe 
with a much ſmaller quantity of guineas that if the current 
was flowing the other way. 
that guineas were flowing into the bank from the country, 
Vor. HH. %%% „ 


In like manner if they knew 
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antecedent to the end of the three months, inſtead of flowin 
from the bank, though permitted 10 do ſo „they might 
venture to open with a much ſmaller ſtock of guineas in 
hand. This clauſe then would enable the bank to know 
which w ay the tide was running before they decided whe- 
ther they would open. To decide without it, was in ſome 
meaſure like deciding without knowing how the foreign ex- 
changes ftood. This clauſe would fave them from the ne- 

ceflity of determining blindfolded ; they would be able to 

calculate what was their ſituation, and he repeated, that as 
to all their future tranſactions, they would, by means of it, 
become almoſt the fame ſort of bank of England which they 
had been herctofore, and that their being fo; would certainly 
be one of the beit means of reſtoring general credit, 

Mr. Sheridan thought the propoſition was puzzling and 
doubtfu! in its operation. It, as the honourable gentleman 
had lated. this meaſure conftitared the bank a fort of new 
Corporation, then he doubted whether the old bank, and 

holders of old notes would conſider themſelves upon an equal 
1 footing of ſecurity with the former. He ſaid it was the 
| fiſt time he had ever heard of bankers who ſcorned to make 
B 1 erent Of the money of their cuſtomers. In virtue of 
| | this clanſe, the, bankers would make an advantage of three 
| fourths af their cultomers' gold, and put the remaining one 
fourth into jeopardy. He denied that this clauſe would 
= prevent money from being hoarded up, as three-fourths of 
nr the money depoſited i in the bank would moſt probably lie 
1 there; and it was of little conſequence to the public whe- 
ther the money was hoarded up in the bank, or in the coffers. 
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| of individuals. He was allo againſt the Sat becauſe it 
q - gave a preference to bankers over merchants and others. 

4 Meilrs Theruten and Fox explained. a 

1 Mr. Tierney perſiſted in his objcctions to the clauſe, on 
i | the ground of its putting it into the power of City bankers 
15 


to embarraſs the bank at ary particular time, by making large 

demands, a circumſtai nce v. hich was not at all unlikely, as 

he knew from very good authority there was not at preſent a 

very god underſtan ling ſubſilting between them and the 
bank, therefore, ke ſaid, he meant to propoſe. a clauſe that 

bankers ſhovld not be allowed to pay into the bank, the 
money of their cuſtomers without their expreſs conſent. In 

his opinion the Operation of this clauſe would go to bring 
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proceed to a public ſale of their goods, notwithſtanding an 


ceived: 


S PARLIAMENTARY REPORTS. 
almoſt all the caſh in the kingdom within: the grips of the 
bankers. 

The clauſe was agreed to without a diviſion. | 

The Chancellor e, the Exchequer brought up a clauſe to 


enable the bank, notwithſtanding the preſent reſtriction, 


to iſſue for the accommodation ot the private bankers in the 


| metropolis, a ſum in cath not excceding 100, ooo. which 


was adopted without any diſcuſſion. 
After ſome obſervations from Mr. Sheridan, and a few 
words in explanation from Mr. Fit, the clauſe was agreed 


to, 


Mr. Alderman Cimbe called the attention of the Commit- 


tee to what he conceived to be a matter of much more dif- 
grace and inconvenience than even the conſequences of per- 
ſonal arreſt. He meant the ſituation in which tenants were 
then placed, without any proviſo whatever in their favour 


of having their goods diltrained for rent, though they might 
offer in payment notes of the bank of England. He ſhould 
theretore propole a clauſe in their favour ; vy which the ten- 
der of bank notes for rent due ſhould be conſidered as a legal 
As the law now ſtood, the Sheriff's officers might 


abſolute offer on their part of diſcharging the rent due in 


notes, which, in the preſent criſis, he conſidered a hard- 
ſhip of a very diſtreſſing nature. 
_ wiſhed to place ſuch creditors in the ſame ſituation as others; 


but his clauſe did not go to prevent an action by law. 


The Chancellor of the Exchequer obſerved, that the clauſe 


propoſed by the worthy Magiſtrate, appeared i in his opinion 


to call for very mature conſideration, before it could be re- 
He wiſhed to be underſtood that he did not deliver 
any ſettled opinion, e 
he only requeſted that the honourable gentleman, having 


given notice of his intention, would deter mor ing the clauſe, 
till ſome ſubſequent ſtage of the bill, or bring it in by way 
of rider. 


The Committee would, in the mean time, be at 
liberty to refle& on the denefit or diſadvantage that might 
refult from it. 


that moment expreſs any final opinion on it. 


in carrying meaſures of the ſame nature to a further extent. 
After ſome obſervations from Sir I. Pulteney in favour 


* of 
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He, therefore, merely 


either for or againſt ſuch a clauſe, but 


With reſpect to himſelf, he could not at 
Much had 
deen already done with regard to the circulation of bank 
notes, and the Houſe could not act in too cautious a manner 
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of the tendency of the clauſe propoſed, Mr. Alderman Combe 

; . to poſtpone it to ſome future period. 
The Houſe being reſumed, Mr. Hobart was procceding to 
bring up the report, when 
Sir V. Pulteney obſerved, that be underſtood it was the cuſ- 
tom of the Houſe not to receive the report of any Bill on the 
fame day with the Committee, when the clauſes of ſuch Bill 
happened to have been the ſubject of debate. 

The Speaker ſtated, that certainly the cuſtom of the Houſe | 
| was, not to receive the report on the ſame day that the Com- 
| mittee agreed to the reſolutions, whenever any material diffe- 

rence of opinion exiſted with reſpect to the clauſes of the Bill. 
The Chancellor of the Exchequer agreed to the point of 
practice as laid down by the Speaker, and declared he had no 
objection to poſtpone the receiving the report for a ſhort time. 

Sir V. Pulteney then propoſed that the report be received on - 
Monday, and debated on Tueſday. 

The Speaker having obſerved, that in ſuch a caſe the clauſes 


of the Bill might be ſeparately confdered. but not the whole 
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of the Bill, the report was ordered to be received on Monday 
N 
The Houſe having reſolved itſelf i into a Committee of Sup. a 
: ply came to the following reſolutions: _ 
That 147,165. 10s. 11d. be granted for In and Out Pons 
ſioners of Chelſea Hoſpital for 1797, and 11,0021. 78. 3d. for 
Widows Penſioners for 1797. 
a to Monday, 


HOUSE OF COMMONS. 
Moxpax, April 3. 
CALL OF THE HOUSE. 


| The Houſe was called over purſuant to the order of the day, 
and ſuch, members as were abſent ordered to attend on Monday 

next. It was alſo ordered, that the Houſe be called over again 

on e the 11th inſtaot. 


IMPERIAL LOAN. 


Mr. Sheridan moved for the production of all the repreſen- 
tations of the Bank Directors relative to advances made to the 
Emperor ſince November, 1794, together with the anſwers of 
the Chancellor of the Exchequer to the ſame, excluſive of the 
pagers laid before the Houſe to the ſame effect. Ordered. 


© BANK INDEMNITY BILL, 
The report of the Bank Bill was read. 


Mr. 
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Mr. Tierney roſe to move an amendment on the clauſe 


brought up by Mr. Pitt in the Committee on the Bill ; but 


the Speaker ſuggeſted, that it would be more regular to pro- 


poſe the amendment as a diſtinct clauſe. 
Mr. Tierney therefore moved the following clauſe : “Pro- 


vided always, and be it hereby enacted, that nothing therein 
| contained {hall extend, or be conſtrued to extend, to any caſe 


wherein a banker, &c. who may have been held to ſpecial 


bail, ſhall not have made an affidavit that he, ſhe, &c. did 


not, at the time of the arreſt, poſſeſs the whole, or three- 
fourths, i in caſh of the ſum for which they were arreſted.” 

The Chancellor of the Exchequer aſked what the principle 
was upon which the Houſe proceeded? It was, that bankers 
might retain ſpecie enough to pay the fractional parts of the 


ſums demanded of them. "If they were to be forced to pay the 


whole in cath, one demand «might ſweep away all the caſh 
they had. The clauſe propofed was conſequently againſt the 
principle of the Bill, and therefore he oppoſed it. 

The clauſe was negatived. 

Several of the amendments made by the Committee i in 1 the 
Bill were read. 5 

Sir . Pulteney conceived, that if Gere were at li- 


berty to interfere with the Bank, without the conſent of the 


Bank, it would be a moſt dangerous power. He therefore 
moved an additional clauſe to the Bill, viz. 

Provided always, and be it hereby enacted, thine the Bill 
| ſhall have no effect, unleſs the Directors of the Bank ſhall 
certify to the Speaker, on or before the third reading, that the 
we reſtriction was at their ſpecial inſtance and requeſt.“ 


Opom this clauſe the Houſe divided: 


_ Ayes — . 
| Noes — | 86 
Majority 41 


en the 3 FO the Bill being 8 


Sir W. Pulteney expreſſed a with, that a ſhorter period ſhould | 
de fixed for the duration of the Bill. The Bill was ordered to 


be Eg, and read a third time on Wedneſday, 


CORN EXPORTATION BILL. 


The report of the Bill for amending the Corn Exportation 
and Importation Act was brought up. _ 

On the amendment for leaving out the word « Barley” 
being read, a converſation took place. 


Sir 4. Ferguſon expreſſed his objeRtion to allowing barley 
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to be alone exported, becauſe it would tend to encourage the 
growth of that article to the detriment of other ſorts of grain. 
Mr. Cote (of Norfolk) was for the exportation of barley, 
He moved, that the word bY barley” ihould be re-infcrted in 
the Bill. 5 | | 
Mr. Alderman Curtis was as againſt it. 
Mr. Hobhouſe ſuggeſted, that barley, in many parts, fo . 
niſhed the poor with their only food. 
Mr Ryder defended the principle of the Bill. 
ir Puliency complained that the mercantile intereſt al. 
ways prevailed with Government over the landed. The rea- 


fon was, that the o. mer were a united 75 and that the lat- 
ter were not. | 


Mr. Milbanke ſaid: a "IS voids in 3 of the exportation, 
The > being called for, a divition took place. 
RE ore nears 
| Noes 8 75 
i 24 
NE BANK CORRESPONDENCE. 3 
Mr. Iderilan faid, that as he underſtood there 1 be 
"hive difficulty in procuring the papers which he had moved 
for, between the Bank Directors and the Chancellor of the 


Exchequer, from the Bank, in due time for his motion the 
next day; and as he underſtood there were copies of thoſe pa- 


pers at preſent before the Secret Committee, he thought it 
would be more convenient to have the copies from that Com- 


mittee laid before the Houſe, as they would certainly be of 
| Ts importance. 


Mr. Dudley Ryder doubted: what it would be proper to 


T have them 150 . the Houſe in that way. 


The Speater informed the honourable Gentleman, that the 


made for having the copies before the Committee laid regularly 


before the Houſe, would be, to move that the Committee 


| ſhould make a report of the evidence before them on ſuch and 
ſuch points. At the ſame time he conjectured the honourable 
Gentleman only wiſhed to ſuggeſt the manner in which he 
thought the order of the Houſe for the production of the papers 

. might be complied with, 


The papers were then ordered to he communicated, 


The other orders of the 4 were chemi read, and defer- 
Tr red. Adjourned. 


HOUSE OF COMMONS. 
Fuespay, April 4 


Lord Cadogan's 8 Divorce Bill paſſed a Committee of the 


whole Houſe. Mr. 


: 
2 7 * 3+ 
Erol: ep 
SL 


5 


< 
8888 
Xt. 3p 


Arrit 4) WOODFALL'S PARLIAMENTARY REPORTS. 
Mr. Secretary Dundas brought up a paper which contained 
the names and places of abode of the aliens in the cities of 
London and Weſtminſter, taken, from houte ro houte, under 
the order and direction of the Lord Mayor and Magiſtrates.— 
Order to be laid on the table, and to be printed. | 
| ADVANCES TO THE EMPEROR. N 
Mr. Shcridan then roſe, in purſuance of his notice, to call 
the attention of the Houſe to the ſubject of making further ad- 
vances to the Emperor, and proceeded to the following effect. 
It is unneceflary for me to fay any thing upon the import- 
ance of the ſubject which ſtands for diſcuſſion this day, 1 
maſt, however, obſerve, that ſuch diſcuſhon mult be attended 
J have before me but a choice of 
difficulties; for, as it is important that the diſcuſſion which I 
bring forward ſhould be made as early as poſſible, fo it is alſo 
highly defirable that the deciſion of the Houſe ſhould be 
| grounded on proper information, I believe there never was | 
a ſubject brought before Parliament which occupied more of 
anxiety in the public mind, and to which the public looked 
with more impatience, than they do at this hour, for the de- 
ciſion of this Houſe upon the ſubjeCt of a future loan to be ad- 
It is a point which, in my opinion, 
involves the queſtion, whether they are to be ſaved or ruined 2 
And it is to his Imperial Majeſty himſelf highly important to 
know, as ſpeedily as poſſible, and before he commences the 
moſt important campaign that was, perhaps, ever opened in 
Europe, what is the determination of this Houſe upon the ſub- 
ject of ſending money out of this country at this awful. mo- 
It is eſſential for the people of this country to know 
what is to be taken from them, and eſſential for his Imperial 
Majeſty to know upon what he is to rely. 
momentous queſtion, I am ready to admit that, whatever I 
may think of the neceſſity or the prudence of advances that 
have been already made by us to foreign powers, we ſhould at 
all events keep good faith ; and therefore it is highly important, 
indeed eſſential, to our welfare, that we conſider duly before 
we encourage in the Emperor a hope that he is to have an 
aid from us in the future proſecution of this war, \ | 
view of the fubje& I moved for certain accounts, from which 
the Houſe might collect information, and ſuch as I took to be 
To that motion there ought to have been made a 
return very different from that ſmall ſcratch which is exhibited 
on the paper now before us, and which I took into my hand 
Juſt as 1 came into the Houſe, I was in hopes, when Im 


with ſome embarraſſment. 
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the motion yeſterday, and as I took pains to explain it to a 
right honourable Gentleman before the riſing of the Houſe, 


that the whole of the information I wanted, and which my 


motion called for, would have been laid before the Houſe to- 


day; but I underſtood that there was much difficulty in com- 
_ plying with the whole requeſt, and that great embarraſſment 
would ariſe from that compliance, on account of many of the 


papers which | wanted being before a Committee now engaged 


In an important enquiry, who could not deliver copies of them 
_ conliſtently with the ſecrecy which is at preſent a part of their 
duty to obſerve, 1 determined not to preſs any further now 
for theſe papers. Under theſe circumſtances I feel that I come 
forward under great diſadvantages; the information being im- 
perfect. Had we the whole before us, I ſhould feel it my duty 
to call upon the Houſe to declare that no more money ſhould 
be ſent to the Emperor. Indeed, if the information were 
complete, I think the Houſe would ſee that ſending any more 
money from this country at this moment would be out of the 

_ queſtion. I have heard it ſaid, that it would be proper for me 
to abſtain from the diſcuffion of this queſtion until after the 
Committee ſhall have made their report on the neceſſity or 
propriety of the Order in Council, by which the Bank were 
called upon to ſtop payment. I am ready to confeſs I faw no 
gneceſſity for any ſuch delay. I never did think it neceſſary. to 


wait for the reſult of the enquiry of that Committee in the 
point of view in which 1 mean to place the preſent queſtion be- 
fore the Houſe. What I chiefly wiſhed for, and lamented is 


not before us, is the whole of the correſpondence between the 


Chancellor of the Exchequer and the Bank Directors, ſince 


| the year 1794, upon the ſubject of ſending money to the Em- 


peror. If the right honourable Gentleman wiſhes to come to 


a free diſcuſſion of the queſtion, Whether it be eſſential to the 
true intereſts of this country that further advances ſhould be 
made to the Emperor at this moment, under all the circum- 
ſtances by which we are ſurrounded, whatever may have been 
the opinion of the Bank Directors, and without entering into 
any calculations that have been made by them reſpeCting the 


trade and commerce of this country? I ſhall be ready to argue 


the ſubject with him in that way; and 1 ſhall not deſire the 
opinion of the Bank Directors. I think the ſubject may be 
now diſcuſſed without their opinions, as far as the motion with 
which I ſhall conclude will call for that diſcuſſion. Had I 


waited, I might have the whole of the opinions which have 


been given from time to time to the Bank Directors, upon the 
ſubject of advances, by the Chancellor of the Exchequer; but 


I did 
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I did not ſee the abſolute neceſſity of doing ſo. Some may 
ſay it is premature to enquire into the queſtion of prudence 
in advancing more money to the Emperor, before we have 


had a complete inveſtigation of the cauſes which led to the 


Order in Council, by which the Bank were directed to ſtop 


payment. That appears to me to be very unwiſe counſel, 


for by it you may be led to defer the remedy until it is too 


late, It may be ſaid that you ſhould not apply your remedy 


until you know the cauſe of the diſorder ; that, I own, is 
_ figuratively very correct, but if you attempt to carry it into 
practice it may be fatal to the patient. If a phyſician were 


to order that neither a bandage nor a ſtyptic ſhould be ap- 


' plied to a bleeding wound until he had diſcovered the cauſe | 
of the complaint, his patient would ſtand in danger of dy- 
ing, before the remedy could be applied by this deliberate 


and methodical phyſician. Or, if the Humane Society were 
to order that no perſon ſhould be attempted to be brought to 


active life from a ſtate of ſuſpended animation, until the 
coroner's inqueſt had ſat upon the body and brought in their 
verdict, ** Felo de ſe ; death by the viſitation of Providence ; ac- 
cidental death, or murder by ſome perſons unknown,” I appre- 
hend their efforts would not be very uſeful. Here we are, 
I admit it, in a ſtate of ſuſpended animation; or, if we are 
murdered, it is by perſons who are much too well known. 
Having made theſe preliminary obſervations, I ſhall now 


proceed upon the more immediate points of the ſubject 
which it is the buſinefs of this Houſe to inveſtigate this day. 


A worthy baronet (Sir Wm. Pulteney) has given his opi- 


nion upon part of this ſubject already. I have already ſaid 
that | differed from that opinion. It is not neceſſary now to 
recite that opinion, nor to enter at large into that which con- 
ſtitutes the difference between us. 1 hope that public credit 


will be revived, and that in the perſon of the Bank of England. 


I am alſo confident, that whether you endeavour to eſtabliſh 


a Bank upon the faith of the landed property of this country, 
or whether you try any other means, that no ſuch attempts 
ſhould ever be made until you are entirely ſatisfied that public 
credit cannot be reſtored in the perſon of the Bank of England. 


From the rumours I have heard abroad, and from the 
papers which I did not fee until within ten minutes of my 


commencing my addreſs to you this day, it appears that the | 
Bank of England have made a ſtand againſt the Miniſter on 
the ſubject of ſending money out of this country. I always 


thought that unleſs they could ſatisfactorily explain the cauſe 
of their compliance with the Miniſter's demands, they acted 
4H 5 in 
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in a manner, for which they deſerved to be much blamed, if 
they were not guilty of great criminality. But, although 1 
think ſtil] that they were much to blame for their compli- 
ance with the Miniſter's demands, yet, I think them in- 
| finitely leſs ſo than the Miniſter himſelf. I ſay this with 
ſatisfaction, and I hope it will be ſome ſatisfaction to the 
public, for the leſs the Bank are to blame, the leſs the pub- 
lic have to lament, for the Bank is a corporation which was 
| inſtituted to pay the public creditor, and unleſs they ſhall do 
ſomething that ſhall forfeit their charter, this Houſe cannot, 
conſiſtently with its public duty, throw any impediments in 
the way of the Bank in its payment of that public creditor, 
Now, with reſpect to the conduct of the Bank, however ſuf- 
that conduct might be at firſt, at the end of the year 
1794, we find that they remonſtrated with the Chancellor of 
| the Exchequer upon the ſubjeR of ſending money out of the 
kingdom. Tt appears that the Miniſter from time to time 
made promiſes 1 repayment of the money which he drew 
from the Bank, and from time to time, as conſtantly broke 
his promiſe. > If it ſhould appear that the Bank made theſe 
remonſtrances againſt the proceedings of the Miniſter ; if it 
ſhould appear, that notwithſtanding theſe remonſtrances 
from the Bank, the Miniſter deluded them with promiles, 
and ſometimes terrified them with threats, inſinuating that 
if they did not comply with his requeſt, the public ſhould 
look to them as the authors of the ruin of the public ſervice, 
although the Directors were blameable in complying with 
his requeſt, yet, they were blameable only in a ſecondary 
view, the great and oſtenſihle character on which the cenſure 
| ſhould fall, is the Miniſter himſelf. _ Let us have recourſe to 
ſome of the documents upon this ſubject. 1 bay ſoine of 
them, becauſe they are not all before us. 
On the 3d of December, 1795, the Court of Dire dar of 
the Bank came to the following reſolution, which was Sen 
municated to the Miniſter: 


Refalved, That the tollowing reſolution af the Coutt be comrsunicated to the 
Chanccllor of the Exchequer. 

That the Court of Directors, after a very Alem deliberation, adequate to the 
impottance of the ſubject, are unanimouſly of opinion, that ſhox.id ſuch a loan * 
take place, they are but too well grounded in declaring (from the actual effects of 
the Emperor's latt lian, and the continued drains ef ſpecie and bullion they fti!l ex- 
petience) that they hate the moſt cogent reaſons to apprehend very momentous and 
alarming conſequences. 5 
They are therefore led to hope {ifter expreſſing their acknowlotaments to tke 
Chancellor of the Exchequer, for having hinted that the welfare and ſafety of the 
Bank ſhould in this matter ſuperſede every other conſideration) that he will be 
pleaſed to lay aſide the adopti- n of ſuch a meaſure, which they * leave to Rents. 
would be in their opinion moſt fatal in its conſequences. 


* Viz, A loan of deer. to the NPCs , 05 
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On the 14th of January, 1796, the Court of Directors 
came to the following opinion, which was likewiſe com- 
municated to the Miniſter ! ; 


It is the opinion of the Committee of Treaſury, that the Be and Depiity 


Governor ſhould repreſent to the Chancellor of the Exchequer, that they cannot 


look upon the ſcheme of aſſiſting the Emperor to raiſe a loan in Germany, by the 


- guarantee of the Parliament of Great Britaia in any light which will not, one way 
or other, be detrimental to this country, even if a law were paſſed by P. e o 


prevent Britiſh ſubjects from taking any ſhure therein. 

That ſuch à call for moacy in Germany will occaſion demands of it tien hences 
German, Italian, and other foreign capitaliſts, who have property heie, will be in- 
duced to draw It away. 


People in Holland, who by the late acts have money locked up here, may go to 


| Gerniany, and draw for it from thence. _ 2 


That funds, which would othcrwiſe be employed in 3 is of trade with 


England, may by ſuch an opportunity of inveſtment at wanne be diverted from the | 


one to the other purpoſe, 


That the Exchange between this country and Hamburg may be much affected by it- 


Thar, in ſpite ot legal prohibitions, it is to be apprehended that ſome people here 


would take ſhares in ſuch a n under the n names of their ſoreign correſ-" 


pondents. 


From theſe and other cauſes, they are fully of opinion, that the Governor. and 
Deputy Governor can give no advice to Mr. Pitt in favour of ſuch a meaſure ; 


which is indeed of a wide pune extent, and beyond the line of their duty to 
judge of. 


Theſe are but | a ſmall part of the proofs chat ought to be 
before us, the reſt is ſtill more important to ſhew the pre- 


meditated deſign of the Miniſter, and his obſtinate per- 


. ſeverance, notwithſtanding the declared opinions which were 
given upon the ſubject from the authorities to which I haye 


alluded. 


efkeAs of the late Imperial loan, That if any further Igan or advance of money to 


the Emperor, or to any other foreign ſtate, ſhould in the preſent itarg of affairs take 


place, it will in all probability prove fatal to the Bank of Engl ud. | 
The Court of Directors do therefore moſt earneſtly deprecate the adopt;on of any 
ſuch meaſure ; and they ſolemnly proteſt againit any reſponſibility for the calami» 


tous conſequences that may follow thereupon, | 
Refolved, That the Governor and Deputy Governor do communica: e theſe reſo- 


lutions to the Chancellor of his Majeſty's Exchequer. * 


The Houſe ſhall now hear the anſwers of the Miniſter 0 
| theſe qpinions and remonſtrances: 4 


© ANSWER TO THE FIRST. | 
The Chancellor of the Exchequer” having peruied the tfolution- with ertill at- 
tent ion, repeatedly ſaid, that certainly, as matters were there ſtated, he ſhould not 
think at preſent of bringing forward ſuch a meaſure; adding, that though he ſhould, . 
in opening the budget, make it known that he made reſerve with the preſent con- 


tractors for the loan, to-permit the Emperor's raiſing three millions, ſhould circum- 


ſtances require it, he ſhould lay aſide all thoughts of it, unleſs the fituatton of 
things, relative to the Bank, ſhould ſo alter as to render ſuch loan of ng importance 
or inconvenience to them in perſpective. | 


The Goyernor promiſed him, that n ſuch achange take place, and he ſhould 
| 41 wiſh 
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On the 11th of February, 1790, there was s formed the fol. 
lowing reſolution : : 


Reſolved, That is the opinion of this Court, FT upon its experience of the 
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wiſh for the adoption of ſuch a meaſure, he certainly would communicate it to him 
with pleaſure. | VVV | 


Mr. Pitt wiſhed very much to have the pa er left with him for the purpoſe of 


__ e-mmunicating its contents to the Cabinet, if he found it peceſſiry; promifing, 
that no one ſhould have a fight of it elſewhere, and that if the Governor would call 


upon him in two or three days, he would return it to him. | 


ANSWER TO THE SECOND. 


Mr. Pitt replied, that after the repeated intimations which he had given to the 
Governor and Deputy Governor of the Bank, that no further loan to the Emperor 
would be reſolved on without previous communication with the Bank, and due con- 
fſider tion of the ſtate of their circumſtances, he did not fee any reaſon for theſe re- 
ſoutions; that he did ſuppoſe they were adopted in a moment of alarm, and that he 
ſhould confider them in that light. | gan | 


After this ſolemn promiſe, and after expreſſing his idea 


that the laſt reſolution was adopted in ihe moment of alarm, 
he agreed to ſend a million and a half to the Emperor with- 
out the knowledge of Parliament, and with a determination 
that Parliament ſhould not know it. If I am not miſin- 
formed, all the advances that were made to Miniſters were 
accompanied with very ſtrong remonſtrances againſt the miſ- 
_ chievous tendency which they had on the credit of the Bank, 
and which remonſtrances were anſwered by repeated aſſur- 
ances that the ſums ſhould be punctually repaid. If what I 
Have heard upon this ſubject be true, the Chancellor of the 
Exchequer ought not only to dread the anger of the public 
for his conduct in this buſineſs, but he ought to be aſhamed 
even to face the Cabinet itſelf. On the 6th of October com- 
menced the preſent fefſion of Parliament; now mark the 
words which the preſent Miniſter put into the mouth of the 
ſovereign on that day in addreſſing the two Houſes of Parlia- 
ment. His Majeſty was made to ſay on that day, amongſt 
other things, OS SIT goals 8 
I rely on your zeal and public ſpirit for ſvch ſupplies as you may think neceſſary 


for the ſervice of the year. It is a great ſatisfaction to me to obſerve that notwith- 


ſtanding the temporary embarraſſments which have been experienced, the ſtate of 
the commerce, manufactures and revenue of the country, proves the real extent 
and ſolidity of our reſources, and furniſhes you ſuch means as muſt be equal to avy 


exertions which the preſent criſis may require. 


I ſay that when theſe words were uttered, the Chancellor 


of the Exchequer knew from the repreſentations of the 


Bank, he knew from the paſt exertions made to ſupply. 
the Emperor, the Bank would be unable to continue its ad- 
vances, without being in danger of that which has ſince 
actually happened, and after all the Miniſter endeavoured to 


ſave the credit of the Bank by compelling it to declare a 


public bankruptcy; all this he knew when he penned the 
ſpeech to which I have alluded, and he has deliberately put 5 
into the mouth of the ſovereign, that which he, the Mi- 
niſter, knew to be a falſehood. He cannot plead 3 | 


%- 29 
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of theſe things, he had no means of avoiding the knowledge 


of them. The bank, I own, were blameable in complying 
with the Miniſter's demands, but he was criminal in making 


| ſuch demands. The loans avowed, and the loan concealed, 


brought the bank to its preſent condition ; in which we ſee 


it is unable to pay the public creditor. 


I now come to the Order in Council. he whole of 


| that proceeding is founded upon the repreſentation of the 


Chancellor of the Exchequer. None of the proceedings 
which led to that Order are in writing I believe; they keep 


no journal; I with they did, and I wiſh that the minutes 
of that buſineſs were before this Houſe. -] ſnould like that 


the Houſe ſhould ſee, Whether the repreſentations made 


the Chancellor of the Exchequer had any reſemblance to 


truth. To ſee, Whether he laid before the Council the 


various remonſtrances that were made to him by the Direc- 
tors of the bank. Whether he informed the Council of one 


word of the reproaches of the bank, I ſay, I wiſh theſe 
things could be brought before the public. All that appears 


upon that ſubject is, that the Order in Council was made 
upon the mere aſſertion of the Chancellor of the Exchequer. 


— Theſe are the words of the Order in Council: _ 


Upon the repreſentation of the Chancellor of the Exchequer, Rating that from 
the reſult of the information which he has received, and of the enquiries which it 
has been his duty to make reſpecting the effect of the unuſual demands for ſpecie, - 


that have been made upon the metropolis, in conſequence of ill- founded or exag- 


gerated alarms in different parts of the country, it appears that unleſs ſome meaſure 
is immediately taken, there may be reaſon to apprehend a want of a ſufficient ſupply 
of caſh to anſwer the exegencies of the public ſervice, It is the unanimous opinion 


of the Board, that it is indiſpenſibly neceſſary for the public ſervice, that the Di- 
reccors of the bank of England ſhould forbear iſſuing any caſh in payment until 
the ſenſe of Parliament can be taken on that ſubje&t, and the proper meaſures 
adopted thereupon, for maintaining the means of circulation, and ſupporting the 
public and commercial credit of the kingdom at this important conjuncture; and 


it is ordered, that a copy of this minute be tranſmitted to the Directors of the 


dank of England, and they are hereby required on the grounds of the exigency of the 
* caſe to conform thereto until the ſenſe of Parliament can be taken as aforeſaid. 


Now, I aſk, was this a repreſentation of the truth? Or 
was it a falſhood ? Was the preſſure ariſing from the un- 
uſual demands for ſpecie that were made upon the metropo- 

lis? Or was it not the gradually growing reſult of that which 


was repeatedly ſtated by the bank to the Chancellor of the 


5 Exchequer ? I fay it was from the latter, and the Chancellor 
xchequer knew it, and it is an aggravation of his 

Euilt that he abuſed the unſuſpecting temper of his Majeſty, + 
Who waspreſent at this council, by miſrepreſenting the fact. 
I have ſtated all 1 know authentically of what paſſed be- 
tween the Chancellor of the Exchequer and the bank upon 
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this important ſubject. We have the opinion of the bank 
upon the queſtion, and that opinion has been verified by the 
event. But even if that opinion had been falſified by the 
event, we ought not to continue in the ſame courſe, for if 


it had not happened yet, it is a thing to which the Miniſter's 


conduct muſt infallibly lead. Setting this matter aſide, I 


am ready to admit at once, that if it were eſſential to the 


ſafety of this country, that we ſhould advance more money 
to the Emperor, we ought to agree to it. I am willing to 
go further, and to admit that the proof of the danger on the 


expediency of ſending money to the Emperor lies upon us, 
and that if we cannot prove that danger, we are bound to 


call upon the people ſtill to exert themſelves to continue 


| this foreign aid. Now upon this ſubje&, I ſay that the 


whole argument and proof is an my ſide. I agree that we 
have not the whole evidence before us: we certainly have 
only a part of it; we have, however, a ſample by which we 


may judge of the whole: and although it is fair to ſay gene- 
rally that we ſhould not form a concluſion without the 
whole of the evidence, yet we may ſafely ſay that the Mini- 


ſter has not choſen to lay before them that which-makes his 


own caſe the worſt, and kept back that which would have 
made it better. We have the opinion and remonſtrance of 
che bank againſt the proceedings, expreſſing a fear that the 


bank may be ruined by ſuch means; we have, moreover, 
the opinion verified to a certain extent by the event ; we 


therefore cannot rationally heſitate in ſaying that the Mini- 


ſter had acted culpably; and that therefore we ought to doubt 
a good deal the propriety of granting another loan to the 


Emperor. But I will meet the queſtion fairly and broadly. 


I will admit, that if the intereſt of this country demands it, 
we ought even now to ſtruggle with our difficulties, and 
grant the Emperor another loan. I fay I admit this, and I 


am not ſurpriſed to ſee gentlemen on the other ſide glad to 
| hear this conceſſion; they ought to be ſo; it is a liberal 
_ conceſſion, becauſe there is no probability whatever of any 
repayment of any ſum of money that may be ſent to the 
Emperor. I cannot help fortifying this obſervation, by 
referring ſhortly to the conduct of the Emperor; after re- 


ceiving our money, he was to pay to us the principal by in- 


ſtalments, to ſecure to us the intereſt in an undeniable man- 


ner, and to appoint commiſſioners here to tranſact this bu- 
fineſs punctually. Theſe were the three leading heads of 


the engagement of his Imperial Majeſty; he has performed 


neither; 
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to give up the Low Countries. If the Emperor has ſufficient 
to pay us this mortgage, that is one reaſon why we ſhould 
be content with the ſecurity we have; but it is no reaſon. 
why we ſhould advance him more. But I will not dwell 
upon this point. I will admit, as J have faid already, that 
if it is to the intereſt of this country to grant to the Emperor 
another loan, we ought to try to grant it. I am aware that 
it may be ſaid, that if we ſtop now it will be an indirect 
means of forcing the Eruperor to make peace. I will not 
now contend with thoſe trom whom I have always differed, 
and now differ as much as f ever did, as to the juſtice and 
neceſlity of this war; I will not now contend with them, 
and maintain that it is impolitic to conſider this as a war of 
_ extermination. I will not contend with thoſe who think 
that all the regular Governments of Europe ſhould make a 
common cauſe with the Emperor; I will not ſay one word 
to any ſuch perſons as theſe upon the juſtice, the wiſdom, 


Ar git 4] WOODFALL's-PARLIAMENTARY "REPORTS. 607 

neither; for he has not paid any one of the inſta}ments ; 
he has not ſecured to us the intereſt, nor has he appointed any _ 
commilſlioners to tranſact the buſineſs here. But I was not 1 
5 correct when | ſaid we had no ſecurity for the repayment of 0 

& what we have already advanced to the Emperor ; we cer- 
{4p tainly have the belt of all poſſible ſecurity, for he has under- 9 
taken already to pay us when we advance him more. No- _ 
8 ttahing can be more clear than this: if one man owes another 4 
14 100l. and prevails upon his creditor to lend him as much = 
12 more, he is thereby enabled at leaſt to give a good ſecurity . 0 
l £ for the payment of the firſt debt. But it may be ſaid that =. 
. wie have mortgaged the eſtate of the Emperor; I admit we 44 
have, but the misfortune is, that we are not mortgagees in . 
poſſeſſion, and I am afraid, that a conſiderable time muſt FB 
elapſe before we are, unleſs we can prevail upon the French _ 
bt 
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the policy of their ſyſtem ; it is not neceſſary for my preſent _ 1 
purpoſe that I ſhould do ſo, becauſe the propoſition which I 3 f 
ſhall ſubmit to the Houſe to- night, is ſuch as that even theſe - "mn 
_ gentlemen may agree to it without abandoning one of their 1 
favourite ſentiments. That a loan from us will be a facility 1 


to the Emperor is not a queſtion. Nor has it been ever 
proved that the Emperor may not carry on the war without 
a loan from us. I ſay that has never been proved, nor at- 
tempted to be proved. I will not put the point in the way 
a noble Lord put it in this Houſe, that no power could make 
a ſtand long without regular means. We have a great and . 
tremendous proof of the poſſibility of that in the efforts of 
1 | EE, the 


0 * 
* e 
2 — — 2 Re PR, 
l 2 * 1 — — — — 


ow 
— 


FF n N : : 
* — . IO >, LN e ** 


W I EEO IE RD 
a * RI ein edt — —— — 
- —— - 

2 


(4 


608 WOODFALL'S PARLIAMENTARY REPORTS. Con, 


the French, for when they were deſtitute of almoſt all re- 


gular means, they put their enemies to flight although they 
poſſeſſed all ſuch means. We were told afterwards that 
they were aQuated by enthuſiaſm, and that would be of 


| ſhort duration. They were actuated by the ſpirit which 
_ ariſes from a conſciouſneſs of the juſtice of their cauſe, 
which ſteeled their nerves and led them to battle, and which 
made them victorious in the field; that was the enthuſiaſm 
which they felt, and which they {till feel, and which is evi- 
dent from their actions every day; and if we are to be told 
that the troops of the Emperor cannot feel the ſame ſpecies 
of enthuſiaſm, our money, however, laviſhly beſtowed, will 
avail him nothing; his cauſe is a loſt cauſe. By giving 
ſuch ſums you will encreaſe your own diſtreſs, haſten your 
_ own deſtruct ion, but you will not aid the Emperor to any 
effectual purpoſe. I ſay, therefore, that the only thing 
that you can do to retrieve yourſelves is to defire the Em- 
peror to make for himſelf the fame ſort of ſacrifice that you 
have made for him. You ſhould immediately fet about 
the labour of reſtoring your public credit, without which 
you will ſo n be nothing in the fcale of nations. Your 
public credit is the very marrow of your bone, or the vital 
| ſpirit, or the eſſence of your exiſtence. I am, perhaps, to 
blame for dwelling upon a point ſo obvious; but let me 
intreat of this Houſe to conſider the preſent condition of 
this country. If you grant another loan to the Emperor, 
twenty- ſix millions a year will not be ſufficient to pay your 
peace eſtabliſhment. You muſt lay upon the people five mil- 
lions of additional. taxes every year. Theſ 
_ conſiderations ; but there are others of as much importance, 
and which the Chancellor of the Exchequer knows to be ſo. 
How, I would aſk, are taxes to be raiſed at all without the 
_ reſtoration of public credit? Look at the ſituation of thoſe 
territories which bring you temporary aid, and upon which 
a right honourable gentleman (Mr. Dundas) ſpeaks occa- 
ſionally with ſeeming triumph. 1 mean the 
Conſider the ſituation of the Nabob of Arcot. I believe 
that the general aſpect of your affairs there is not very en- 


aſt Indies. 


couraging to you. With regard to the Weſt Indies, if you 


mean to purſue the plan you have adopted this war, in 
which you have ſported with the lives of multitudes, and 


ſquandered millions of money only to purchaſe graves for 


the troops you may ſend there hereafter, you can neither 
expect nor deſerve any thing but your ruin. We were 


are not ſlight. 
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told lately from high authority in this Houſe, that money, and 
nothing but money, will do to pay the army. We were told 
that the internal peace of this country requires that to be the 
mode of payment, and that without it the. ſpirit of diſcontent 
would be ſuch, that neither the property nor the perſon of any 
of this Houſe would be ſafe. I do not admit that to be true; 
but it was the aſſertion of the Miniſter and proves, to him 
particularly, that we ought not to be prodigal of our ſpecie, 
eſpecially in ſending it abroad. Look at Ireland, which is 
now in a ſtate of deteſtable civil war, brought on by the op- 
preſſive meaſures of Miniſters. It is not a month ſinca Mr. 
Pelham declared, that a million and a half of your gold mult. 
be ſent to that country. Compare the ſituation in which you 
ſtood twelve months ago with your ſituation at this hour. his, 
very day twelvemonths your five per cents. were at,JOTl. and 
your three per cents. at 69 and a half. This day your five per 
cents. are at 73 and a quarter, and your three per cents. at 40 
and an half. Such is the diterence in the value of your fand- 
ed property in the courſe only of one year. What may be the 


E BER 8 „ oa ö ; 8 : . 
ration of public credit. Without that reſtoration, your ruin, 


the dark {ide of the picture. I own I have no pleaſure in do- 
ing ſo, but it is a fide which you ought to view: and it is 
owing to your unwillinoneſs to view the dark fide of your 


are at this very moment, Should you purſue another plan, I 
am one of thoſe who ihajl be the lalt to deſpond in this coun- 
try. But you mult not confide, as you have dane, in a ſyſ- 


tem of delufion ; you muſt be vigilant, and, in future, jealous 


the danger, and remonſtrated ; but rem6nſtrated in vain, for 
they complied while they remonſtrated. Whether the Miniſ- 


a queſtion now to be diſcuſſed. The Bank-had conſtituents, 
' whole intereſts they certainly neglected, to. faly the leaſt of 


them. You have conſtituents, whoſe intereſts you mult not 
neglect. You muſt therefore no longer confide in the wiſ- 
dom or the integrity of the Miniſter, if it be your object to 


avoid the deſtruction of your country. e 
There is ancther point of view in which this ſubject may be 
diſcuſſed. I am aware it mav be laid, that endeavours to per- | 


Vor. II. 1797 >> 


refult of another, is a c:tculition that ſtrikes too much terror 
in my mind to venture to enter upon it. Is there any thing 
to be done to relieve us? Yes. What is that? The reſto- 


J fay, is inevitable. Tt may be ſaid that 1 am viewing only 


ſituation that you are brought to the condition in which you 


of thoſe who have deceived you. The Bank confided, or rather 
complied, until they were ruined. They, indeed, foreſaw 


ter deceived the Bank, or the Bank deceived themſelves, is nor 
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uade the Houſe not to aſſiſt the Emperor may be attended 


with the worſt effects; for that they may retard peace, I 
think we have a right to ſay to the Emperor, that we have al- 


ready done as much as we could to he! Ip him to carry on the 


war; that we have not only given him the laſt guinea we 
could ſpare, but have given him more, for that we have alſo 


given him our credit, and have, in order to afliſt him, plun- | 
däered our country, and defrauded our public creditor ; and 

that if he cannot carry on the war without aid, he thould ap- 
. ply to his nearer allies for that purpoſe. But it may be fad, 


that if we diſcontinue our aſſiſtance, the Emperor will be a: 
the mercy of the French, and that they will dictate to hin 
what terms of peace they thuk fit. I think the direct contrary 
will be the etteEt of our reruſing to fend any money to the 


Emperor. | think that nothing could be more the ſubject of 
5 | a rejoicing, or more likely to cauſe an illumination in 
aris, than our agreeing to ſend no more money to the Empe- 


ror. The only effect which would follow, would be merely a 


temporary thing, and would amount only to a queſtion, Whe— 
ther the Emperor ſhould act on the Tyrol on the offenſive or 
the defenſive, at the early part of the campaign, wuich to the 


French is a matter of but little moment? If we agree to ad- 


vance the Emperor any more money, they will conſole them- 
| ſelves with this truth, that ſuch a ſtep was the ſilent, but the 


certain, forerunner of our ruin; and they will be pleaſed at 


the thought, that they may make this iſland a province to 
France, whenever afterwards they ſhall think proper to at- 
tempt it. 


With regard to the general ſafety of this country, admitting 


our credit to be reſtored, I ſhould deſpair as little as any man; 


but I fear that ſome among us think, that our apprehention 
about public credit is ill-founded, and that it we get into the 
ſyſtem of the French, and rely upon paper, we fhall be an 
overmatch for them. If there is to be no regard to public cre- 
dit, and national faith; if there is to be no regard to a general 
bankruptcy, and you chuſe to put yourſelf upon a level with 
the French in that reſpect; if you mean to live up to the ſen- 
timent periſh our commerce ;?* then, indeed, I think we 
ſhall be a match for any power; for ] think as highly of the 
pure courage of the inhabitants of this country, as | do of thoſe 


of any other in the world. Bat 1 apprehevd it ig not the with 


of the people of this country to proceed to that ; nd of experi- 
ment. Should we be driven to that kind o 
_ ſhould we fall under it, our fall will be mean and paltry, ſucht 


nteſt, and 


EO ſurrounding Nations will behold with nme apt and deri- 
| tion, 
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ſin, and the people of this country will ſcarcely think of their 
ruin without regretting : but ſhonld we even fall in the en- 
deayour to keep up the national honour, by endeavouring to 


preſerve the public faith, we shall fall with dignity, and we 
ſhall expire with ſomething like an enviable glory, and fo- 
reigners would be ready to apply to us the language of an ex- 


cellent modern poct : 


« England, with all thy faults, I love thee 311!) 


J am aware, as I have already faid, that I fall be told I am 


viewing our condition on the glooiny fide. I thould be happy 


to be convinced of the truth of that aſſertion; but 1 am afraid 
that my error is on the other fide. I am perfectly ready to ſays, 
without any further information, on the authority which we. 
have before us, the truth of which we can have no reafon-to. 
doubt, that, according to the dictates of plain common lente, 


we ſhould not ſend one guinea more to the Emperor. I think 


we are in a ſtate of peculiar reſponfibility. Though the Bank 
forgot that they had conſtituents, we mult not forget that we 


have conſtituents. I think the people, whole ſervants we are, 


' have a right to demand of us a faithful diſcharge of a great pub- 


ie duty. 1 have heard of ſome very ſtrange doctrines; © that 
the people have nothing to do with the Jaws but to obev 
them ;” and “ that the Parliament of this country is errone- 


ouſly called the Parliament of the People; for that, in the lan- 
guage of the Conſtitution, it is the Parliament of the Ning.“ 


{ care not from what authority that doctrine comes; tor it is 
the doctrine of pride, inſclence, and ignorauce; and the higher 
the authority, the more groſs the infult, the more ſcandalous 


the libel, and the more manifelt the treaſon of the doArine. 
We are bound to gise the King our counlel ; but if that doc- 


trine were true, it would follow that the King could govern 
without a Parliament. You know full weil, and vou elteem, 
Sir, the conſtitutional privileges of this Hou; and, ſhould 
any member make ule of the King's name to influence the de- 


| bates of this Houſe, you would inſtantly call ſuch member to 
order, and rebuke him. It is neceſſary to repel ſuch doctrines 
as theſe ; for | know the {ufpicion is gone abroad that the ma- 


jority of us look too much to the crown, and too little to the 
people. We'mult not forget the old jealouſy of the Conftitu- 


tion againſt the influence of the Crown, We mult reco!l-&, 
that, it any member of this Houſe becomes a ſervant of the 


Crown, he muſt go back again to his conſtituents to. know 


whether, by accepting that ſervice, he has not forfeited their 
confidence. I truſt we ſhall feel that we are reſponſible to the 
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612 -_ WOODFALL'S PARLIAMENTARY REPORTS, [Commonrs, 
people, as the guardians of their purſe, and that we ſhall ſhew 
it this day | by our determination. But if we continue to con- 
fide in the repreſentations and delufio 1s of the Chancellor of 


the Exchequer, we may as well be called the Parliament of 
the Emperor of Germany, and the national Counſellors of the 


Houſe of Aultria. 1 on we ſhall give a direct negative to 
that afſertion. I thould, for my own part, be ready to pro- 


poſe, that no more money ſhould be tent abroad. But I have 


been willing to follow the opinion of others, and therefore my 
propoſition will not go. that length. IJ hope that the queſtion 


will be niet fairly, Indeed, 1 am entitled to expect it from 


what has already paſſed. 1 can hardly anticipate that any 
body, except the Chancellor of the Exchequer, thould oppote 
my propotition, for it does not call on thoſe who think the war 
is juſt and neceſſary, and wiſely conducted, to alter their opi- 
nion upon thoſe points. It only calls on the Houſe to examine 
whether it be wite in us to ſend any more ny abroad, I 
therefore move you a reſolution, 


„That this Houſe ſhall reſolve itſelf ; 1160 a Gais or | 


the whole Houſe, to enquire whether it can, conſiſtently with 


its duty and regard for the eſſential intereſt of this country, 


under the preſeut circumſtances, permit a further loan or ad- 
vances to be made to his Imperial Majeſty. 

The Chancellor of the Exchequer ſpoke in ſubſtance as 6 Gallows: 
+ The ſpeech of the honourable Gentleman who has juſt fat 


down, varied fo much from his motion, and there was ſo little 


reſemblance with the opinions he advanced, and the propoſi- 
tion with which he concluded, that I find it extremely difficult 
to adopt a train of argument which will bear upon both at one 
time. The argument of the honourable Gentleman, which 
he pretended to found upon a long detail of circumſtances, in 


his opinion undeniable in point of fact; and certainly, if they 
are true, verw ſerious in their nature, pointed to a concluſion, 


in which he premiſed that the Houſe would betray their truſt 
to their conſtituents if they did not join, and from which, if 
they ventured to diſſent, he apprehended the moſt fatal conſe— 
quences would enſue to the country. He ſtated the ſubject 
no under diſcutfion, as one not to be hung up or ſuſpended, 
not as one upon which information ought to be collected, ani 


mature deliberation exerciſed before a deciſion was paſſed ; but 


he deſcribed it with all that richneſs of imagery and aptneſs of 
alluſion of which he is ſo much maſter ; with even multiplied 
illuſtrations, as one on which a moment's delay ought not to 
be permitted; and on which to heſitate was to ſacrifice the belt 
intereſts of the nation, It was a Cale, according to him, in 


Which 
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which patience led to death. I muſt obſerve, in ſetting out, 
however, that his analogies, however various and beautiful, 
were not very appropriate. He repreſented the abſurdity of 
enquiring into the nature of the inſtrument by which a wound 


was inflicted before bandages and ſtyptics were applied, and the 


inſanity of waiting for the coroner's inqueſt upon a perion 
drowned before the means recommended by the Humane So— 
ciety were uſed for his recovery. He forgot, however, that 
his motion, as calculated to operate upon the yolitical malady 


of the State, did not correſpond with the ſteps which ought to 


he taken in the firſt inſtance with a perſon: wounded or drown- 
ed. In order to make the alluſion accurate, his argument 
ſhould have ſtated, that the continuance of remittances to the 


Emperor would produce an inability in the Bank to make good 


their money payments, or ſuppoling that inability to have uſt 
ariſen, he ſhould have ſhewn, that the meaſure recommended 
in his motion was the beſt which could be adopted to remove 
that inability. It ſo happens, however, untortunately for the 


accuracy of his alluſion, that money payments have been ſul-. 


pended at the Bank for a conſiderable time ; that an Order of 


Council was iſſued as the beſt remedy at the moment for the 


difficulties of the Bank; that this ſuſpenſion has been recognized 


by the Houſe of Commons, and that the legiſlature, anxious 


to deviſe the beſt mode of reſtoring the credit of that corpora- 


tion by reinſtaring it in its former ſituation of ſolvency, has 


thought proper, as a nt preliminary to that deliberation, to 
appoint a Secret Cominittee to enquire into the cauſes of its 
embarraſſments. This is the true ſtate of the queſtion, "The 
honourable Gentleman, in his argument, repreſented his mo- 


tion as eſſential to the very being of the Bank, and of the 


ap) 


country, and as one from which the Houſe cannot with-hold 
its aſſent without ſealing their own reproach and infamy, hy 


ſacrificing every truſt which has been delegated to them by the 


nation; and when the motion was read, it turned out to be 


nothing more than an ambiguous attempt to make them pro- 


nounce indirectly an opinion upon a ſubject upon which they 


were not yet in poſſeſſion of information futhcient to enable 
them to paſs a fair and juſt deciſion. For though the caſe was 
of ſuch a nature, as repreſented in his ſpeech, that it could ad- 


mit of neither doubt nor delay, his motion went to nothing 


more than the appointment of a Committee to enquire into the 
_ circumſtances connected with it. Does the honourable Gen- 
tleman mean that the Houſe ſhould now rcfolve itſelf into 


that Committee, and report to-night? If this is his intention, 


where would be the candour of the proceeding in reſpect of 
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| thoſe who wiſh for farther information, and who are v wil. 5 
ling to deliver an opinion till that information is collec: ed ? . 
If he docs not mean that the Houle ſhould now reſolve itſelf | 


2 — —— 
. ES 
— — 


the diſpoſal of the public money muſt be agitated in a Com- 
mittee of the whole Houſe, ſo that whether the Houſe may = 
| think it proper to give their ſanction to the honourable gen- Is 
. tleman's argument or not, it muſt be in a Committee of that | 
fl | defeription which the fubjeR will eventually come before, 
and in which their deciſion will be finally given. There is 
this difference, however, that at preſent they are not in pot- 
Heftion of that degree of information which is necchary for 
them to decide upon a queſtion of ſo much importance; 
whereas, they will then have the materials before them from 
which ſuch information is to be collected. If the hon. gen- 
tleman contends that the information of which they are at pre- 
ſent in poſſeflion, 1 is ſufficient to enable them to form a corret 
judgment of what ought, or of what ought not to be done, why 
does he not move W to come to an immediate deciſion, 
without going into a Committee at all? 'n ſhort, it was as 
5 ſuperſluous | in one view, as it is og and contradic- 
tory in another. I tho a not think that he Houſe, will 
conſider it to be their duty to ſanaion ihe « (jinions of the 
honourable gentleman, upon a view of their general policy = | 
and expediency, far leſs that they will decide upon a ſubject 
of ſo much importance, with the ſcanty means of informa- 
tion now in their power; but if they mean to comply with 
the real object of the motion and the tine withes of the 
mover, let them do it in a fair and manly way, and not by 
aſſenting to a motion as ambiguous in its nature as perfidions 
in its deſigns. "This much I thought i it right to ſay upon the 
narrow ſhape of the motion : and having Taid ſo much upon 
the queſtion immediately before the Houſe, it is the leſs ne- 
ceſſary for me to dwell long upon the train of argument 
which prefaced the propoſition on which it turns. "Though I. 
differ very conſiderably trom the honourable gentleman on 
many of the topics on which he touched, I entirely agree 
with him on the general importance of the ſubject; I agree 
with him in thinking that it is connected not only with = 


45 into this Committee, then I object to the motion as am- 5 
5 biguous, dihingenuous, and uncandid, as capable from its 5 
F nature of being underſtood two ways, and as tending to miſ- 1 
1 lead the Houle upon the ſubje&t on which they are called | 
| 3 upon to decide. The honoura ble gentieman knows, and the ; 
he Houſe muſt be aware, that every queſtion which reſpects a 


2 33 A 
5 - SE ——— — 
— 5 


x 
5 
i 
TH 
2 
1 
. 
* 
N. 
17 ts 
37 
2 A 

7 


Mm 
ES 
T 2 N — 


Ee IE x 
"4 + 
= — 


* 


” Ha 23 
„ A * 
= —— A 
„ 


A 
— 


— N " S I 8 
— IN 4 ; 2 = an - 
Lol onus Beet Eran aan Rs ns Ee toe Ge eo rn an en p_ 2 
Ee — 2 , 
— — — 
—— - 


a 4d W424 & ag 6's 
x | ; 3 
. S 
pr BW TIRE RY 7 


„ Mo De ER 
CORES . K 
N ee $7 


ES 


a 


W 8 


- ie HTS LE no ts NE TE ets £9 
72 EE I I 


. . % NPR A 6 5 BA $404. 4 

„ , aps hes) 
AE A RE RY Eon Pn rt ys. 5G N 
Ve ha 7 A — — — Sy 7 


AypxiLt 4 WOODEFALL'S ; PART AMENTARY REPORTS. 615 


fate of a great and powerful empire, but with the general 


fate and deſtiny of the world; but in proportion, to its mag- 


nitude, ought to be the caution of this Houſe in deciding 
upon it on narrow and contined principles. That theſe are 


domeſtic conſiderations which are highly momentous, I 


readily admit, but I would remind the Houſe that there may 
be a narrow mode of looking at them. 

Without atten: ding to the circumitance of our having 2 
great and powerful enemy to contend with, fluthed with 
ſucceſs, and ambitious of conquelt, with mcans of bringing 
into the held more numerous armtes than perhaps ever were 


known, and without attending to the circumitance of our in- 


ſular ſituation, which in time of war renders a continental 


diverſion of great conſequence to our external ſecurity ; but 


conſidering it merely as a queſtion to be decided upon the 
principles "of economy, and calculating the effect which 
granting pecuniary remittances to his Imperial Majeſty at 


the preſent moment, has a tendency to produce upon public. 
credit, upon the ſucceſs of the war, and 1 in accelerating the 
period and improving the terms of peace, I have no heſita- 


tion in pronounciug an opinion, that the reſult of this calcu- 


lation will be, that this country by ſending pecuniary aſſiſt- 
ance to her magnanimous and faithful ally, will adopt the 

beſt mode of conlulting real ceconomy, of reſtoring public 
_ credit, of proſecuting the war while war is neceſſary with 
advantage, and of ſecuring a ſpeedy and honourable ilſue to 


the conteſt. Were the Hout therefore to be driven to a de- 
cilion upon the ſubject, I ſhould ſtate this as my clear opi- 


rion ; but by deferring that deciſion till they have the means 
of information more ful ly before them, the influence of m 

opinion, I firmly believe, will be ſuperſeded by their own 
conviction, and on that account I am happy that the hon. 


gentleman does not mean to preſs it to ultimate deciſion to- 
night. The more the ſubject is diſcuſſed, the fewer doubts 
will be left upon the minds of gentlemen of the proprigty of 


the meaſure, and the more the circumſtances of the cale are 
inveſtigated and analyſed, the more will the opinton of its 


policy and utility be confirmed. As an opportunity for this 


diſcufſion wilt hereatter occur, I do not think it neceſſary 


now to enter much at length upon the different topies con- 


nected with it. I ſhall, therefore, only ſay a few words on 


each of them. And in the firſt place. let us try its Merits as 
A mealure of geconomy. And here | mult remind the Houſe 
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616 WOODFALL'S PARLIAMENTARY REPORTS. [Commone, 
that the honourable gentleman, by his own confeſſion, does 


not bring forward the propoſition as an indire& mode of 


forcing government to conclude a peace by diſarming the 
country. The queſtion therefore is, whether, as a mode of 
carrying on the war, the advantage which is likely to ariſe 


to this country from the co-operation of the Emperor, 


fecured by her pecuniary aid, is an equivalent for the tempo- 


rary inconvenience which the public may ſuſtain in conſe- 
quence of ſending theſe remittances? To eſtimate the ad- 
vantages with the inconveniences is very difficult. But in 
the outſet J muſt ſet right an aſſumption of the hon. gentle- 


man reſpecting the difference of this country granting or 
withholding pecuniary aſſiſtance from her ally. The differ- 
_ence (which of itſelf is no ſmall one) is not merely Whether 
we are to carry on an offenſive or defenſive war. This is 
one conſideration, but it is not the only one. The honour- 


able gent'eman may talk in as high terms as he will of 


French enthuſiaſm and French gallantry, but he cannot deny, 
atleaſt he cannot in juſtice deny, an equal tribute of applauſe 
to Auſtrian valour and Auſtrian heroiſm. If we review the 
campaigns of the war, it is impoſſible to find in hiſtory in- 
ſtances of greater prowels in the ſoldier of more accompliſh- 
ed talents in the general, or of more true magnanimity in 
the ſovereign, than what they have exhibited. But the re- 


ſources of his Imperial Majeſty are in ſuch a ſituation, that 


with all his zeal to perſevere in the conteſt, and all his 
| honour in keeping his engagements with his allies, he can- 
not put the full force of his dominions in action without 
pecuniary aſſiſtance. Will any man then tell me that if we 
cut off all hope of this aſſiſtance, he may not be able to per- 
ſevere in his exertions? Will any man tell me that if there 
were no military diverſions created upon the Rhine or in the 
Tyrol, on the north or on the ſouth of France, that her 
numerous armies would not be employed in menacing our 
territory, and perhaps in invading our coaſts? Or will any 
man tell me that if we withhold pecuniary aſſiſtance from the 
Emperor, that refuſal may not lead to a ſeparate peace be- 
tween Germany and France ? The difference then is, not 
carrying on a defenſive inſtead of an offenſive war, but it is 
carrying on a war ſolely on your part, without any aſſiſtance 
to aid your efforts, or any diverſion to divide the force of the 
enemy, inſtead of carrying on the war as at preſent, in con- 
junction with an ally whoſe. cxertions are > able. to reſiſt the 


whole 
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whole military power of France, while your fleets are occu- 


pied in protecting your trade and extending your foreign 


dominions. And do not the advantages which we enjoy, as 
they may be eſtimated from this ſhort and ſimple ſtatement, 
infinitely more than counterbalance any temporary incon- 


venience that we may ſuſtain from the mode in which they 
are procured ? The honourable gentleman took occaſion io 


introduce the ſubject of a report trom a Secret Committee, 
of which he is a member, but which is not yet before the 
Houſe. I ſhould with, therefore, that the Houſe will wait 


till the report is produced, and not repoſe implicit conti- 


dence in any of the ſentiments made by the honourable gen- 
tleman. I do not know whether the peace eſtabliſhment 


came under the enquiry or calculation of that Committee. 1 
rather think that it could not immediately come under their 


inveſtigation, But whether it did or not I am happy to al- 
ſure the Houſe that no ſuch reſult, nor nothing approaching 
to it, will be found to ariſe out of a fair examination of the 
circumſtances of the country. But I find I am diſcuſſin 

the queſtion on grounds on which I ought not to object to it. 


Upon the train of argument which I was before purſuing, it 


O 


is eaſy to ſhew that if we do not intend to lay down our 


arms, if we mean to continue any method of exertion, if it 


be our wiſh to be in a ſituation to perſevere in hoſtilities, if 
hoſtilities are neceſſary from the overbearing pride and un- 
Juſt pretenſions of the enemy, it cannot be a meaſure of 


economy to abandon the plan of availing ourſelves, of the 
co-operation of his Imperial Majeity by contributing money 


to his aſſiſtance. When we contider the amount of the ex- 


pence, and the magnitude of the ſervice, there is no ground 
of compariſon between them! Upon what grounds does the 


honourable gentleman aſſume that the meaſure will lead to 
any difference of expence at all? He may conſider the war 
as unjuſt, as it was unneceſſary, and as ill conducted in its 

roceſs as it was groundleſsly undertaken; he may, if he 
pleaſes, think that the French were right in every thing in 
which this country thought them wrong, but he does not 


contend that we ſhould this day throw down our arms and 
make unconditional ſubmiſſion to the enemy. Overlookin 


then the conſideration of additional ſecurity, and its effect 


ariſing from the-co-operation upon the ſpirit, the trade, the 
manutactures, and the population of the country; overlock- 
ing, I fay, theſe conſiderations (and furely when I put them 


afide none will ſuppoſe that I view them as trifling or unim- 


Vol. II. 1797, 4 K i portant) 


1 0 
* —— 1 


$ 
4 
7 


„————————————— 
4 2 * 
8 * 
S 


— p——_— 
„ 


— — 
e 


MN CY = 
a res = toy eo an ů og or ng Hoe 2 LEA. 
A AC 4 2 2 = 
— r —_ 


mum ̃ ͤ- 7“... I 
S — 2 2 


3 


— 
—— 


ä 0g Lore $04 my gg tt 
ns of 


2 ö — —— 898 = 3 ———— 
FP "SALINE. <= — 


> 
i 1 8 . — 5 
. S > 
< bs: 2 5 


nnn 
. 2 — 


56  WOODFALL'S PARLIAMENTARY REPORTS: [Commons, 


portant) let him calculate the additional direct expence which 
it requires to protect our coaſts from a vigilant and enter. 
priſing toe who would have nothing to do but to moleſt his 
only remaining enemy. Reduce the public expences as 
much as you can, and let the inevitable burthens of the war 
be alleviated as much as poſſible by well judged conomy in 
the different branches ot the public ſervice, but be not {6 
weak or ſo treacherous to yourſelves as to blot out one part of 
an eſtimate under pretence of ceconomy, while you create 
another ſervice which mult be provided for at a much larger 
expence, aud which would tend to aggravate the evil which 
it is your intention to cure. The honourable gentleman does 
not recommend his motion, or rather he does not ground his 
oppoſition to the meaſure hereafter to be propoſed upon the 
tendency of this oppoſition to accelerate the reſtoration of 
peace. This, however, is an object which on no political 
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h 2 gqueſtion ought to be ſet out of view, and therefore I ſhall ſay 
* a few words upon the ſubject in this point of light. Of thoſe 
"46 _ who wiſh for peace, there are two claſſes. There are ſome, 
5 and of theſe a very numerous body, who are deſirous for 
4 peace, as ſoon as peace can be obtained on ſafe and honour- 
* able terms. To ſuch it muſt be clear that the object of their 
Pl wiſhes cannot be ſecured by laying aſide the means of action. 


But there are others, and the honourable gentleman may be 
one, who are of opinion that for the attainment of peace, 
there are no terms which we ought not to accept, no law to 
which we ought not to ſubmit. Even thoſe who entertain 
tcle humiliating ideas would be guilty of inſanity were they, 
to add to their degradation by Jaying aſide one of the weapons 
to which they have to truſt for the acquiſition of their darl- 
ing object. Such conduct would betray a deſire not only to 
take any terms which the enemy might be pleaſed to dictate, 
but to take every means to render theſe terms as bad as 
poſſible. It is evident then, that the meaſure in agitation, 
| affects the queſtion of peace, both as it depends upon the 
period of its reſtoration, and the terms on which it may be 
concluded. Did the reaſonings upon the ſubject leave any 
doubt as to the tact, the conduct of the enemy through the 
Whole courſe of the war particularly, would put the matter 
beyond all queſtion. Having faid fo much upon the topics of 
cconomy, and the return of peace, I proceed to advert to it 
as a means of reſtqring public credit: Now, what does the 
honourable gentleman here aſſume? He aſſumes, that the 
great operating g cauſe of the preſent embarraſſments x7 been 
| 5 | oreign 
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foreign remittances, and upon this aſſumption, he objects 
to any further advances being made to the Emperor. In this 
view of the ſubject, I ſhall beg leave to throw out a few 
ſuggeſtions, which will lead not only to a concluſion different 
from his, but to a concluſion directly oppoſite. I ſhall not 


now enter upon that part of the ſubje& which is perſonal to 


myſelf. The honourable gentleman has had the goodneſs to 
give me intimation that he has ſome ſerious charges to prefer 
againſt me. Of courſe, I ſhall probably have opportunites 
enough in future of explaining my own conduct with the de- 
ciſion of the Houſe, upon which I ſhall moſt willingly abide, 
whatever that deciſion may be. As this is not the ſubject of 
_ diſcuſſion on this night, perhaps it is improper in me to ſay 
any thing upon it. I would only beg leave to obſerve, that 
the printed papers, upon which the honour. ble gentleman 
commented, contain the written repreſentations of the Bank, 
and, it is added, my anſwers. Theſe anſwers, however, were 
not given in writing, and what is there printed under this 
title, is merely minutes of what paſſed between me and the 
Governor and Deputy Governor of the Bank, reported for the 
peruſal of the Bank Directors, without having been previ- 


ouſly ſubmitted to my examination; nor did 1 ſo much as 


ſee them till juſt before they were printed. The hon. gentle- 
man argues that advances to the Emperor were calculated to 
produce ruinous conſequences, that ruinous conſequences 
did enſue, therefore that the advances made to the Emperor 
were productive of ruinous con{2quences. This is very 

ſhort logic: but if he will not believe it to be falſe upon my 
authority, if it is not too much to aſk, let him compare it with 
information. In order to make his concluſion good, he muſt 


ſhew that the remittances made to the Emperor actually did 


diminiſh the caſh in the Bank, and that the 1tJue of the Order 
in Council was occaſioned by the diminution produced by 


theſe remittances. If it ſhould appear that theſe advances did 


not occaſion any diminution of caſh at the time that they 
were made ; on the contrary, that the balance of caſh rather 


increaſed, and that the miſchief fo much a. d ſo juſtly la- 


mented, aroſe from the operation of cauſes widely different, 


then in juſtice as well as prudence, the Houſe ought not to 


aſcribe an evil to a cauſe different from that in which it origin- 


ated. The hon. gent. preferred another charge againſt me, 


which I heard without much diſmay—that | had perſiſted in 
ſending money to the Emperor when I was aware that the 


Bank, from the line of conduct I was purſuing, was approach- 
43 mg: 
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6-4 to a ſtate of inſolvency. This again, he takes for granted 
17 without any information upon the ſubject. If it ſhould 
4 | turn out that, during the whole period that theſe remittances 
| | were made, ſo far was | from being aware of the approach. 
1 ing difficulties of the bank by the ſucceſsful operation of 
17 commerce, the balance of exchange for all that time was in 
| if favour of this country, inſomuch that, if theſe circumſtances 
1 had continued, the ſtate bank would at this day have been 
. 


growing better, the honourable gentleman will ſurely not 
Pere in the accufation, when he finds that the ground on 
vhich it was preferred, is wholly and completely fallacious. 
The premiſes the honourable gentleman may with to be 
taken on truſt; but to this J object, not wiſhing to ſuper- 
cede his poſition by any aſſertion of my own, but merely be. 
cauſe the Houſe are not in poſſeſſion of materials from which 
they can infer whether it be true or falſe. When theſe ma- 
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* terials are before them, perhaps it may be found that the 
5 miſchief aroſe from remittances of caſh which were ſent to 
5 | I,xcland toa greater extent than uſual, and to local alarms 
1 | in this country, which cauſed a great run upon the bank for 


ſome time before the Order in Council was iſſucd. This 
is all the anſwer which I think I need give the honour: ble 
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i} e s charge of miſrepreſentation. ; 

. 5 I have only a word more to ſay reſpecting an expreſſion on 

_  —— in the ſpeech from the throne at the opening of the preſent 

55 ſeſſion. In that ſpeech his Majeſty was adviſed to ſtate that 

HM the reſources of the country were equal to every exertion, an 
bo expreſſion founded certainly not upon a knowledge of 8 
A balance of caſh or bullion at that time in the bank, but upon 
1 the ſurvey of the general ſtate of trade and manufactures of . 
"Þ the kingdom. Our trade and manufactures certainly depend 

Bel 


in a conſiderable degree upon the ſtability of public credit, 
| which 1s interwoven with the. independence oF ths country. 
. To preſerve that independence, then, is neceſſary above all. 
. things to the reſtoration of public credit; and, next to the 
preſervation of this independence, is the prevention of the 
danger of a future run upon the bank. And here we may 
| look at the queſtion in two points of view. Let us firſt 
look at the beſt way to procure the greateſt quantity of caſh; 
and, if the ſubject is fairly viewed, I do not deſpair of con- 
vincing the Houſe that the remittance of a ſum to the Em- 
peror, inſtead of obſtructing and impeding the influx of 
caſh into the kingdom, will accelerate and increaſe it. 
will grant that, if collateral ciroumſiances did not l v5 
ES | ba ance 
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balance in our favour would be diminiſhed preciſely in pro- 
portion to the ſum ſent abroad. But will it be contended, 
that abandoning an ally would have no effect upon the mar- 

kets of Europe, and that ſuch a ſtep, were it taken by this 
country, would not influence any of the avenues of her com- 
merce? Such a poſition is ſo abſurd and untenable, that 
it would be an inſult on the good ſenſe of the Houſe to ſpend _ 
their time incombating it. But a profitable trade depends 
not only on the ſtate of the purchaſer to receive, but of the 
ſeller to ſend. And need I aſk what effect it would have 
upon the zeal, the ſpirit, the induſtry, and conlequently the 
trade and manufactures of the country? Were our coaſts to 
be inceſſantly threatened by the whole concentered force 
of France, which would be the caſe were the Emperor 
obliged, in conſequence of our refuſing to aid him with 
money, to conclude a ſeparate peace with our cominon 
enemy? When the ſubjea, thererore, is viewed in' this 
light, who is fo ſhort ſighted as not to ſee that the incon- 
venience which may ariſe from preſent exertion would be 
much more than counterbalanced by the preſſure of ſubſe- 
quent events? If the argument be admitted in one calc, 
there is no poſlible caſe to which it may not be applied. In 
ſhort, it may be argued upon the ſame grounds that as ſoon 
as you experience the difficulties ariſing from a drain of 

_ caſh, you mult give up all your foreign connections, and 
upon this principle you ought to withdraw your protection 
from all your poſſeſſions in the Eaſt and Weſt Indies. Of 
theſe poſſeſſions, for inſtance, it might be ſaid, © True, they 
have been accounted extremely valuable, they have yielded 

great profits, the produce of them has formed a great article 
of commerce, and been the cauſe of a valt influx of wealth 
into the country, but in time of war they put us to an ex- 
pence; we will fave therefore in future the expence of pro- 
tection.” But how? By ſacrificing all the preſent and future 
advantages which might flow from the poſſeſſion of them. 
Preciſely the ſame argument will apply to an ally. But if 
the reaſoning is jult in the view of procuring an influx of 
caſh from abroad, how much ſtronger is it in the view of 
promoting circulation at home, which is fully as neceſſary 
for the reſtoration of the credit of the bank as the other. If 
our foreign commerce would be affected by the abandonment 

of an ally, how much more would our internal ſituation be 
affected by the preſſure which would naturally reſult from 
an enemy encreaſing in ſtrength in a direct ratio to 
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: ſubject, T have yet to learn, nor can I even gueſs. 
is ſtill another topic left upon which I feel myſelf impelled 
to ſay a few words, namely, the additional ſecurity that 


from our ally. 
courſe of ſeveral negociations and diſcutſions, and we have 
ſeen a ſimilar policy too ſucceſsfully practiſed with. other 


effect. 
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ability to reſiſt his efforts. Would not the natural conſe. 

uence be a new alarm, accompanied with a diſpoſition to 
hoard? And thus the immediate cauſe of the miſchief 
would be renewed. I truſt that though there might be ſome 
cauſe for the late alarm, that it is now almoſt gone by, and 
I am convinced, that the more the ſtate of the country is 
enquired into, the leſs ground there is for deſpondency, or 


the apprehenſion of any danger which Engliſhmen may not 


| boldly meet with the fortitude which belongs to the national 
character. While our object is however to remove alarm, 
and to reſtore the public credit, 1 is it wile or prudent to court 
a greater alarm? Can it be expected that the effects of the 
greater would be leſs ſerious than of the lighter alarm, or 
that even the ſame effects would not do much more harm? 
Thoſe, then, who look to the reſtoration of public credit 
in the bank of England as their favourite object, ſhould be 


the laſt perſons to counteract a meaſure which has an ob- 


vious tendency to produce that event to which their wiſhes. 
and their endeavours tend: and how the honourable gentle- 


man can claim the benefit of the argument drawn from his 


There 


would be given to credit by the reſtoration of peace. Whe- 
ther the beſt mode of obtaining peace is to run the riſk of 


loſing the aid of the Emperor i is a queſtion upon which there 
_ exiſts but little doubt. 


We have ſeen long ago that the uni- 
form object of the enemy's policy has becn to diſunite us 
This deſign has maniteſted itſelf in the 


powers who were formerly leagued with us againſt France, 


and who have been ſeduced, ſome into a neutrality, others 
into open hoſtility againſt us. 


She has publicly and re- 
peatedly declared her wiſh to make a ſeparate peace with 
Auſtria, that ſhe might be enabled to dictate terms to us, 

or to carry on the war againſt this country with greater 
It is but very lately that we have heard that France 
has, a ſhort time ago, made diſtin& overtures of peace to 


the Emperor to the excluſion of this country, and that he, 
with his accuſtomed honour and good faith, inſtead of accept- 

ing of them, communicated them to the court of St James's, _ 
and renewed his declaration to the enemy, that he would 

| "ct conclude a . except in + CoNjunction, with great Bri- 

| tain 

bs 
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tain, juſtly perſuaded that no peace can be concluded on a 


permanent foundation but one founded upon a due regard 
to the individual claims, and the common intereſts of the 


different powers of Europe. Putting apart, therefore, the 
obligations of gratitude and honour, it muſt be obvious to 
every one whole views are not confined within the narroweſt 


and moſt contracted limits, that the beſt mode of attaining: 
the deſirable object of peace is to perſevere in making a 
common cauſe with the Emperor, and aiding hint with 


thoſe means which his own dominions do not furniſh, but 
with which the reſources of this country enable us to ſupply 
him. It is for this Houſe to determine whether they will 


give ſucceſs to the intrigues of the enemy, which has hither- 


to been fruſtrated by the fidelity and magnanimity of our 
ally, or whether they will perſevere in thoſe meaſures which 
are molt likely to bring the conteſt to a ſafe and honour- 
able iſſue? Jo their judgment and their ſpirit ] leave the 


deciſion, convinced that they will act in a manner becom 
ing the repreſentatives of a great and powerful nation. On 
B 


theſe grounds | think there is no uſe in countenancing | 

_ preſent meaſure, and as it does not commit the Houſe to 
give any opinion upon the ſubject, [ ſhall give it my nega- 
tive. | | | Ts 


contradictory, as the right honourable gentleman has aſ- 


ſerted, it appears to me to be the natural reſult of the views 
and principles on which it was founded. My honourable 


friend has made out a ſtrong prima facie caſe againſt ſend- 


ing any more money to the Emperor, but he has not upon 


this ground alone deſired the Houſe to adopt any definitive 


reſolution. He has moved for a Committee to take a more 


accurate ſurvey of the ſubje&, and to examine whether 


any farther information can be obtained to remove the im- 


_ preſſion which the firſt view is calculated to produce. It 


already appears from the documents before the Houſe, that 


the right honourable gentleman has broken the promiſe 


which he made to the bank Directors, and that he perſe- 
vered in remitting money to the Emperor in ſpite of their 

earneſt remonſtrances, and their repeated repreſentations of . 
the ruin with which it would be attended. When I find 


that 


Mr. Vox ſaid, I have liſtened to the ſpeech of my honour- 
able friend with all the attention Jam capable of, and there is 
not a ſingle ſtatement which he has made, nor a ſingle ar- 
gument he has advanced, to which I do not moſt cordially 
agree; and fo far from the motion being inconſiſtent and 
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that the opinion of the Bank Directors was ſo decided as to the 


danger of ſending money out of the country at that period, I 
am ready to refuſe my aſſent to a continuance of the ſyſtem 
now. But the right honourable Gentleman lays, that perhaps 
the Bank Directors may be of a different opinion now as to the 
effects of ſuch a meaſure, and that their prediction as to its 


conſequences was contradicted, although the event which they 
anticipated has ultimately taken place from other cauſes. But 
the very purpoſe of the enquiry now propoſed, is to afcertain 
what are the ſentiments of the Bank Directors, and to obtain 


from their evidence at the bar their opinion of the elfects 
which, in the preſent ſtate of the country, any farther ad- 


vances to the Emperor are likely to produce. 


The right honourable Gentleman urged one objection to the 
motion of my honourable friend, which, had it come from a 
perſon of inferior abilities and authority, I ſhould have conſi- 
dercd as an idle quibble. The right honourable Gentleman 


ſays, that the purpoſe of the motion is either meant to bring 


the Houſe to a deciſion to-night, or if it admitted farther de- 


lay, it could not affect the object of applying a ſtyptic to the 


wound, of which the body was bleeding to death. But though : 
my honourable friend does not mean to hurry the Houſe into 
the Committee to-night, three days need not elapſe before the 


Houſe might be able to come to a deciſion upon ſuch informa- 
tion as would be ſufficient to form their judgment, The right 


honourable Gentleman, however, oppoſes the forms of the 


Houſe, and fays, that the ſubject will be better diſcuſſed in 
But is not time of material conſide- 
ration when public credit and confidence depend upon the re- 


ſult? Is it not of importance that the country ſhould know, 


as ſoon as poſſible, that no more money is to be ſent abroad? 
It the deciſion is connected with the recovery of public credit, 


and the reſtoration of the Bank to its former ſituation, the 
ſpeed with which the determination is adopted, is an argument 


of the greateſt weight. If the diſcuſſion is poſtponed, as the 


Tight honourable Gentleman detires, the circumſtances in 


ich the Houſe will afterwards have to decide may be mate- 


rially changed. His Majeſty may enter into conditional en- 

gagernents for the payment of ſums, and though we know that 
the Houſe is not bound by ſuch engagements, will any man 
tell me that the circumſtances would be the fame, and that the 
| Houſe would be as free to decide when his Majeſty called upon 


them to enable him to fulfil his engagement as before it was 
contracted ? But what ſecurity is chere that, before the op- 


bortunity arrives for the Houſe to decide in the manner pro- 


[ea 
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ſed by the right honourable Gentleman, advances may not 
actually be made, and money be ſent abroad to the Emperor 2 
Laſt year the right honourble Gentleman remitted to the Em- 
peror a million and a half without the knowledge or conſent of 
Parliament; and what ſecurity have we that he will not again 
make a merit of acting in the ſame manner; and come to Par- | 
liament for an indemnity? Whatever other Miniſters might 
| have pleaded againſt ſuch a ſuppoſition, the right honourable | 
Gentleman cannot remove the ſuſpicion, as he has eſtabliſhed | 
the precedent by what he has already done, and under the flight 
cen{ure which was paſſed upon his conduct, may avail himſelt _ 
of the pretence of neceſſity to adopt a fimilar meaſure? Will 
the Houſe, then, upon the proſpect of a full diſcuſſion upon a 
future occaſion, truſt that the Miniſter will not anticipate that 
diſcuſſion which they are afterwards to pronounce * 
The right honourable Gentleman then went more particu- 
larly into the ſubſtance of the caſe. He faid, truly, that all 
the Houle had to do, was to weigh maturely, and to chuſe be- 
tween the different advantages and diſadvantages which every _ 
view of the ſubject preſents; to balance the evils of ſending 
more money abroad, in the preſent circumſtances of the coun- 
try, with the ill conſequences which would ariſe from a refuſal 
of further pecuniary aid to the Emperor. On an occaſion fo 
momentous as the preſent, I am not to be impoſed upon by 
words; and becauſe I look at the magnitude of the danger 
againſt which we are immediately to guard, principally almoſt, 
1 am not to be told that I take a narrow view of the ſubject. 
It is not the quantum of the advance which forms the material 
ſubject of conſideration. A million and a half, under the pre- 
ſent circumſtances of the country, might be attended with 
much more ruinous conſequences than ten times the ſum in 
different times would produce, What, however, would be 
the conſequences of a refuſal? The right honourable Gentle- 
man fays, that it is not inerely the difference of an offenſive or 
defenſive war; the conſequences, he ſays, would be more im- 
portant. But, admitting the utmoſt extent of the advantages 
which we could reap from the exertions of the Emperor, they 
muſt be compared with the certain evils by which they muſt 
be purchaſed. In my opinion the recovery of Lombardy, and 
even the re- conqueſt of Belgium, would be no equivalent for 
the ruin with which public credit would be overwhelmed, and 
for the daily breach of faith which you would be obliged to 
commit againſt the public creditor. Has the right honourable 


Y 
. 
'M 

” 

. 1 
1 
= 
4 
'v 
i 
'-F 
: 

14 
* 

* 
wn 
; 

- 25 
1 

17 

. 23 
LE 

„ * 
1. 

=, 
£3 
44 
1 
4 

: 4 
is 
1 ' 
44 
. 
. 
77 
4.8 
— 
4 


= r 
T Ne 


8 e — 
E 


— 


— POD Bs — —— 
LEES. 


Go w bien od 


_— 


— 
n 


n 


. —— ———ñẽ—ẽ— —— — — — 


* me” 2 2 Oe g ef. a, 8 


Gentleman forgotten the language which he fo vauntingly 1 
employed in the laſt Parliament, during the firſt years of the 1 
Vor. II. 1797. 1 . war? 18 
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war? Does he remember how often he told us, that the bril- 


liant victories and the extenſive territories which crowned the 
arms of the French Republic were more than compenſated by 
the ruin of their public credit, and by the financial ſacrifices 
by which they were purchaſed? We then contended, that 
with regard to France ſuch reaſoning was ill-founded. With 


regard to this country, however, it muſt be conclufive, Is 


France fo limited in population, ſo defective in internal re- 
ſource, fo dependent upon commerce and manufactures, for 
the ſources'of power and of proſperity, that the leaſt thock to 


her credit endangers the fabric of her wealth and her greatneſs? 
Is England, on the other hand, fo fertile in territory, fo abun- 


dant in internal reſource, fo abundant in population, fo little 


dependent upon the adventitious advantages of commerce, that 
the ruin of her credit will lefs ſenſibly enfeeble her power, 


and the diforder of her finances leſs atfect rhe baſis of her pro- 
fperity? The advantageous fituation in which, from various 
circumitances, the right honourable Gentleman has been 


placed, have ſpoiled the character of his mind. From the im- 


plicit confidence he has obtained, and the ſupport he has expe- 


rienced, he imagines that he can advance poſitions which he 


may maintain or reject according as his purpoſe requires, and 
that the country will follow all his changes, and liſten 


to him with equal conviction. He has now, however, brought 
the country to that ſituation when he muſt no longer expect 


to be heard with the fame indulcence. EO pn 
The right honourable Gentleman favs, that the Emperor 
may conclude a ſeparate peace, if he no longer receives pecu- 
niary aid from this country. Here J cannot help making a 
moſt hitter complaint againſt Miniſters. ls it true that the 
Emperor would be juſtified in waking a ſeparate peace, if he 


was no longer to be ſupported by ſupplies of money from this 


country? Was this a part of the treaty with the Emperor of 
Germany? Was it underſtood that he was only to continue 


the conteſt fo long as his armies were paid by Britiſh money? 
hy did not Miniſters explain to the public the terms on 
which the co-operation of the Emperor was to be obtained! 


Why did they repreſent him as an independent ally, who was 


to ſupport his own cauſe, and defray his own expence? Laſt 
Parliament, when the Pruſſian ſubſidy was under conſidera- 
tion, I was rebuked by the right honourable Gentleman, be- 
_ cauſe | faid that there was no end to the ſyſtem of ſubſidies; 
that Spain, that the Emperor, might likewiſe demand to be 


ſubſidized, or refuſe to continue the conteſt. This idea was 


received with the utmoſt diſpleaſure by the right honourable 


Gentle 
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Gentleman: Spain and Pruſſia, Powever, made ſeparate 
peace; and now we are told that the Emperor of Germany 
muſt abandon tlie conteſt, unleſs he is to be ſupported. Had 
Miniſters come fairly forward, and avowed that ſuch was the 
condition of the treaty with the Emperor of Germany, com- 


pliant as the laſt Parliament was, I am convinced they would 


have heſitated. Certain I am that it would never have been ſanc- 

| tioned by the country. At tie beginning of the war Miniſ- 
ters told us, with triumph, that the conteſt was not to be car- 
ried on, as on former occaſions, at the expence of this country, 
but that we were to have the general concurrence of the powers 


of Europe without ſubſidies, Now, however, we find that 


the common cauſe is to be maintained at the expence of Great 
Britain. The right honourable Gentleman ſays, that the 


French have ſhewn that they wiſh to diſunite us from our al- 
lies, and to conclude a ſeparate peace with the Emperor; but 


in the policy which they employ the French Directory may 


have indirect as well as direct objects in view. If they con- 
ceive that the conteſt is a conteſt of finance, and with more 
reaſon, than belonged to the right honourable Gentleman's 


{peculations, they may eſteem a victory over the Bank of Eng- 


land, and over the public credit of this country, as of much 
greater importance than a brilliant victory on the Scheld, the 


| Rhine, or the Po. They may tempt the Emperor of Ger- 


many with offers of peace, to give force to his demands of pe- 
cuniary aid from this country, and to ſupport that ſyſtem 
which muſt terminate in the total deſtruction of our finances, 
and the irretrievable ruin of our public credit. The right ho- 


nourable Gentleman argues, too, that without the diverſion 
which the Emperor of Germany affords, the troops of the ene- 


my would be employed upon the frontiers nearer to our coaſts.” 


Here the ſtate of Ireland muſt occur to give additional weight 


to the danger of an attempt of invaſion. No man can enter- 
tain a worſe opinion” of the ſtate of that country than 1 do. 
No man can atrach to Miniſters a more ſevere is ware 


for the meaſures which have led to that fatal ſituation than 1 


do. No man can be more fully convinced than J am, that the 
| ſafety of Ireland, on the late attempt, was owing not to the 
prudence of Miniſters, but to the favour of the elements. But 
was it from any want of land forces that the attempt of the 


enemy was fruſtrated? No, ſurely. Though they had had. 


100,000 men inſtead of 20,000, could they have been more 


ſucceſsful? Can we ſay, then, that it was from a want of 
land forces that the attempt againſt Ireland was not carried in- 


to effect? But it may be ſaid, that their command of larger 
| „„ 4L 2 | bodies 
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bodies of troops might facilitate their view upon Great Britain, 
I have no difficulty to ſay, that there is little reaſon to appre- 

hend that ſuch an attempt will take place. I do not deny, 

however, that it might occaſion conſiderable alarm. But Will 


the ſending of money to the Emperor diminiſh that alarm, or 
guard againſt its conſequences? Meaſures to repel invaſion 


have already been taken, and have occaſioned harraffing laws, 
and intolerable hardſhips to the poor. Nor do! believe that it 


would be thought neceſſary to go beyond the ſcale of prepara- 


tion which Miniſters have thought proper to employ. But 


when the right honourable Gentleman ſpoke fo much of the 


_ diverſions which the Emperor was to make, and the adv MA 
with which they would be attended; I expected that the old 
principles would have been maintained. In former wars [ ad- 
mit the advantage of theſe diverſions ; but the general ground | 
on which they were deemed uſeful was to prevent the F. Towers 
by expenſive diverſions, from beſtowing that care on their ma 
rine, which would be dangerous to this country. I will rea- 
dily acknowledge, that I ſhould be very forry that ſuch an 
increaſe ſhould take place in the French marine as to render 
them dangerous to this country; but J am fully. convinced, 
that though the war were to laſt two years more (a period to 
- which no man can look for the continuance of the war) the 
French would not be able to cope with the fleers of this coun- 
try in the European ſeas. I will not deny; I will even-admit, 
for the ſake of argument, that ſome diſadvantages might ariſe 
from the want of this diverſion. But then look at the other 


fide. The queſtion is, however, whether the credit and the 


confidence of the country would fuffer moſt from the Emperor 
making a ſeparate peace, or from ſending money out of the 
country, contrary to the opinion of the Bank, and with their 
ſentiments of the miſchiefs with which it has already been at- 
tended! But how then is the credit, the confidence, of the 


public to he reſtored? The right honourable Centleman tavs, 
by the influx of money from the balance of exchange. For 
my own part, however, I am perſuaded that confidence is 


more required than ſpecie. The right honourable Gentleman 
| aſked if the Houle would agree to abandon Europe to its tate! 


An expreſſion, indeed, fo general, that the meaning of the 


right honourable Gentleman is not very clear. But if the cre- 
dit of the country is to be reſtored by the balance of trade, and 
by every thing connected with its commercial proſperity, will 


the right honourable Gentleman contend that the Continent 
at peace is leſs likely to conſume and to pay for our commodi- 


the | 


2 
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the plans propoſed then is moſt likely to effect the reſtoration 
of credit? The righthonourable gentleman reſts his ex pecta- 
tions entirely upon theory. We appeal to experience for 
the proof of the miſchief which the meaſure has already pro- 
duced. The Bank Directors predicted the event which we 
have ſeen realized. „ 5 
But the right honourable gentleman ſays, that though the 
prediction of the Pank was tullilled, it was net juſtified, and 
that the proportion of caſh in the Bank continued the fame 
after the advances had been made to the Emperor. from 
which ſo much miſchief had been anticipated. But without 


being particularly acquainted with the ſtate of the caſh in 


the Bank at this period, I am fully convinced from the na- 
ture of the caſe that the caſh mult have diminiſhed. The 


argument of the honourable gentleman proved too much.“ 


He ſurely does not mean to fay that it the exchange con- 
tinued favourable to this country it would not have been fa- 


vourable in a much higher degree if no ſuch advances had 


been made. But this balance of exchange, however, had 


not been ſufficient to ſave the Bank, and. they muſt be ſan- 
guine indeed who expect that the miſchief of the meaſuie 


will be remedied by this ſupply, or that it will be adequate 
to the neceſſity of the caſe and to the reſtoration of public 
credit. I confeſs I read with aſtoniſhment the ſtatements 
which Miniſters have introduced into his Majeſty's ſpeech at 


the opening of the preſent Parliament. I will not go into 


the details of the particulars it enumerates, but 1 would de- 
fire any man to read the accounts of the fituation of the 
manufactures in Yorkſhire, in Mancheſter, in Devonſhire, 


and judge whether the language of the ſpeech deſcribes the 
true {tate of the country, and they muſt have great faith who 


can ſubſcribe to the aſſertion againſt the evidence of facts. I 

muſt complain alſo of the monſtrous falſchood which Mi- 
niſters have introduced into this ſpeech. At the moment 
when the ſtrongeſt repreſentations were made by the Bank of 


the danger of the ſyſtem they purſued, and of the critical 


ſituation in which public credit ſtood, the ſpeech talks of 
the temporary embarraſſments which had been felt,” and 


in ſuch a manner as to infer that they had now ceaſed. At a 
moment when ſo much government paper was floating in 


the market, and the diſcounts at which it ſold were ſo 
enormous, does the Miniſter think proper to inſult the pub- 
lic with ſuch an aſſertion in the ſpeech from the throne, But 
] think 1 can diſcover upon what ground the Miniſter ad- 
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vances this aſſertion, and the manner in which he intended 
it to be underſtood. The temporary embarraſſments he had 
felt had ariſen from the refuſal of the Bank to co-operate 
with his views; and when he repreſents them as having 


| ceaſed, I underſtand him to allude to the accommodation 


which he obtained upon promiſes which he never intended to 
keep. The right honourable gentleman cautions the Houſe 
that the minutes which my honourable friend quoted were 
drawn up by the Directors of the Bank, without even hav- 
Ing been ſubmitted to his inſpection. Had the right hon. 
gentleman been impeached at the bar of the other Houſe, 
and arraigned as a criminal, he might, no doubt, have availed 


| himſelf of this legal objection to their evidence. But can it 


be ſuppoſed that the Directors of the Bank were men of 


ſuch dull underſtandings, that they were unable to compre- 
hend the anſwer of the right honourable gentleman to their 
_ repreſentations? Was it that the honourable» gentleman had 
fo little command of the Engliſh language that he could not 
explain himſelf ſo as to be underſtood, or did he only employ 
that power of language with which he was graced for the 
| Purpoſes of deceit ? Where men are little accuſtomed to 


communication they may find it difficult to gather each 


others meaning, but between the Directors of the Bank and 
the right honourable gentleman, the communications were 
ſufficiently frequent to create a facility of underſtanding. 
Indeed when | hear the honourable gentleman begin to de- 
fend himſelf by objections of this kind, J confider it as a 
bad omen of the candour which he may be expected to em- 
_ ploy in the diſcuſſion. Whether is public credit and confi- 
_. dence then moſt likely to be regained by the meaſure which 
the right honourable gentleman propoſes, or that which we 


recommend? The right honourable gentleman ſays that 


commerce would ſuffer by the alarm of invaſion, becauſe it 

would withdraw from labour thoſe who are now uſefully 
employed. This evil, however, had already been incurred by 
the meaſures which have been adopted for the defence of the 
country. The ſtoppage of the Bank was not the effect of the 
alarm of invaſion, but the run upon it was occaſioned by a 
want of confidence in the pecuniary ſecurity of the country. 


Every part of government ſervice, the army, the navy, was in 


| arrear, and the embarraſſments ſtruck an alarm into the 


people. If any thing can infuſe a doubt of the ſolidity of the 


Bank, or. prevent the reſtoration of its credit, it will be the 


obſtinate perſeverance of Miniſters i in the ſyſtem which has 


already 


5 
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already been attended with ſuch fatal conſequences, and the 
negligence of the Houſe in continuing patiently to acquieſce 
and blindly to confide. Such a perſeverance I would dread 
more than any attempt of invaſion, or even a landing effected 
by the enemy. I cannot upon the preſent occaſion admit it 
to be a narrow view of the ſubject to conſider the reſtoration 
of credit as the grand point to which our exertions ought to 


be directed, almoſt to the excluſion of every other. The 


ſituation of this country is different from that of France. The 
credit of France was but a ſmall part of its general reſource; 
but here it is the life and ſoul ot our power and proſperity. 
It is not ſo much the quantum of the advance, or the ſaving 


in point of ceconomy that is to be conſidered, but it is the 


effect which ſending any ſums of money abroad is likely to 


produce when connected with the ſituation of the country, 
and the opinion which the Bank have expreſſed of its conſe- 


quences ; but in the view of peace it is of the firſt import- 
ance to labour for the reſtoration of public credit. The 
French look more to the ſtate of the Bank of England and to 


| public credit than to the event of a battle, and whatever tends. 


to protract or to endanger the cure, will raiſe their hopes 


and encreaſe their pretenſions. I do no wiſh to recur to 
the commencement of the war; but it muſt be remembered 
that the evil of war was admitted, but it was deemed a leſs 
evil than the remote evils we had to dread from the Scheld, 


Holland and Savoy, continuing in the power of the French. 


Four years have we ſuffered the immediate evils of war in 
a degree unparalleled, and now we are farther than ever 


from the ſecurity againſt the remote dangers which were 


dreaded. Take care then, leaſt you expoſe yourſelves to all 
the evils of the remedy, without being able to effect a 
cure. But it is ſaid, would you throw away one of your 
weapons when you may ſtill be obliged to continue the con- 
teſt? Yes, | would anſwer, throw away one weapon, if you 


will then be able to wield the remainder for a longer period. 


J would rather contend with leſs now to be able to contend 


more effectually afterwards. If the war is not terminated 


by the preſent campaign, and if 30 or 40 millions are re- 


quired for the public ſervice, I would aſk the honourable 
gentleman, whether the difficulty of borrowing would not 
be more ſeverely telt, and the impotence of the country af. 


fect its intereſts more deeply? I would have the efforts 


of the country leſs now, that they may be more laſting. 
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That we ſhould fall unarmed before the enemy, is far more 


| likely to enſue from unlimited prodigality than from a cau- 


tious huſbanding of our ſtrength and refources. | know 
that general principles are againſt that contraQed ſcale 
which I recommend, but there are occaſions when general 
principles are not applicable, and when to deviate from 


them is to act with true wiſdom and ſound policy. The 
right honourable Gentleman talks of peace, but does he take _ 
any means for its attainment? Will he, or can he take thoſe 


| ſteps by which that bleſſing may be recovered? The country 
is convinced that he neither can nor will, and far from ex- 


pecting the reſtoration of credit from the bleſſings of peace, 
we muſt think of ſupporting credit in ſuch a manner as to 
be able to go on for the period to which the war may be 


_ protracted. Every year may , convince us that, year after 


year worſe terms of peace may be expected, than would 


- have been expected the preceding. It is now a war of 
finance, and every year we mutt be in a worſe condition. 


In the courſe of the laſt year, ſtocks have fallen 27 per cent. 
and it is to be feared that they will continue to fall. It is 


not to the ſtoppage of the Bank, nor to the alarm of inva- 


fron, but to the general ſtate of credit and refources that 


this is to be aſcribed. If this year a loan can with difficulty 
be negociated with the ſtocks at 49, how muſt the difficulty 


be encreaſed, if it is found neceſſary to have another next 


year, when circumſtances muſt be expected to be more diſad- 
vantagcous? If I cannot ſucceed with the right honourable 
Gentleman to put-a ſtop to the career he is now running, 
let me implore the Houſe to interpoſe between the madneſs 


of the Miniſter and the ruin of the Government. The 
credit of the country can only be recovered by the Houſe ex- 
amining into the real ſituation of the nation, and taking its 

affairs into its own hands. The Houſe ſhould reſolve in 
the preſent embarraſſments of the country, to ſend no more 


money abroad, and if the war is to be proſecuted, reſerve 


that ſtrength and reſource which will ſupport thoſe exertions 


which we may be obliged to prolong. 


Mr. Sheridan ſaid, that were he diſpoſed to ly at any 
great length to the right honourable Gentleman's (Mr. Pitts) 
ſpeech, the attempt on his part had been rendered perfectly 
- plot by the able and complete anſwer of his right honour- 


able friend. He therefore only roſe in order to ſolicit ſome 


explanation on points where he imagined he was ſomewhat 


unfairly dealt with by the right honourable Gentleman (Mr. 


Lo 
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Pitt.) He unqueſtionably underſtood that the Chancellor of 
the Exchequer had given him a pledge that he would make 
the object of the preſent motion a ſeparate and diſtinct 
queſtion, and that he would himſelf bring it forward betore 
a Committee of ſupply, and give it, as far as depended on 
him, a fair, full, and ſatisfactory diſcuſſion. But without 
the moſt diſtant inſinuation of. any thing uncivil and impolite 
might he not be permitted to aſk, what ſecurity the right 
honourable Gentleman was prepared to give, that he would 
bring forward the diſcuſſion he had thus fo ſolemnly pro- 
miſed ? Did not the right honourable -Gentleman promiſe 
the Governor and Directors of the Bank, that no farther 
loan ſhould be made for the Emperor? Did he keep that 
promiſe? No! And now that he makes a promiſe to the 
Houſe with the ſame emphaſis and, ſolemnity, what aflur- 
ance have the Houſe that this promiſe ſhall be more faith» 
fully adhered to? The language which ſuch a conduct 
| might jultity, it was not his with to adopt; he was not pre- 
pPared to aſſert that the right honourable Gentleman would 
not keep his word; he would only venture to fay, that it 
was very poſſible he might change his mind; and if fo, 
what penalty is he to incur? He has bound himſelf not to 
make any further advances to the Emperor, without pre- 
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; viouſly communicating ſuch intention to the Houſe. But 
bas he not done ſo already? and what was the cenſure palled 6: 
by the Houſe on that unconſtitutional tranſaction? Did not [ 
the Houſe reſolve, that it ſhould not be drawn into a prece- A 
; dent; and that nothing could have juſtified it but the ur- k 


gency of the caſe, by which he was juſtified in that inſtance ? 
But may not the right honourable Gentleman hold out again 
a ſimilar pretiure, and on the plea of the ſpecial.neceſſity of 
the caſe, come again for an indemnity to the Houſe ? He 
is now, as he fays, willing and feady to diſcuſs the pro- 
priety of farther advances—Was he fo laſt year, when, of 
his own accord, he clandeſtinely ſent money abroad without 
condeſcending to ſolicit the opinion or conſent of Parliament? 
The great ſtreſs of the right honourable Gentleman's argu- 
ments inclined to ſhew, that we wiſhed to compel the Em- 
peror to a ſeparate peace, and the dangers that would ariſe 
from the loſs of his co-operation. The right honourable 
Gentleman had alſo accuſed him of not being over fond of 
ſpeaking very reſpectfully of perſons in the Emperor's ſitua- 
tion. Mr. Sheridan confeffed, that hg never felt inclined 
do laviſh panegyric on crowned heads. Unfortunately for 
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themſelves, and for their ſubjects, they had but too many flat- 
terers, and he was not ambitious to add to the number. 

But if any thing diſreſpectful to the Emperor had been dropt 


on the preſent occaſion, it moſt aſſuredly fell from the right; 


honourable Gentleman; it was he that libelled the Emperor 


it was he that ſaid, that unleſs we continued our ſubſidies his 


Imperial Mateſty would withdraw his co-operation ; it was he, 
therefore, who ſtigmatited that generous, that faithful ally, by 
ſuppoſing him to be a mere mercenary, penſioned monarch, 
like any of the petty princes of Germany. This was an aſper- 
ſion never thrown on the Emperor's conduct by him (Mr. 


Sheridan), or thoſe ho generally voted and acted with 


him. 


But what now might be the amount of the t loan 


for his Imperial Majeſty? Was it one, two, three, five, or 


ten millions? Laſt year there was remitted to him one mil- 


lion and a half. And are we now to ſay, that unleſs we give 

a million and a half to the Emperor, he will immediately make 
a ſeparate peace? Surely ſo paltry a conſideration could never 
induce him to relinquith a conteft that was undertaken for the 
ſupport of religion, of juſtice, of the maintenance, nay the 
very exiſtence, of ſocial order! He would ſurely rather make 
| foe ſacrifice for his ſubjects; endeavour to inſpire them with 


that enthuſiaſm which animated the French; and ſeek ſome 


other reſources more anſwerable to his e But if we 


are to grant him but a ſmall ſum, that ſmall ſum will be of 
Attle ſervice; and if a large ſum, then the largeneſs of the ſum, 


and the expectation of more, might operate as a temptation for 
the continuauce of the war. It was not from the interference 
of the Archduke Charles, or of Buonaparte, that we were to 


expect the termination of hoſtilities. The Archduke might 


be eager to repair, or at leaſt to maintain, the military charac- 
ter of Auſtria; nor might it be unalluring to him to conteſt 


the laurel of victory with a great and diſtinguiſhed. rival in 
martial fame. Let this be as it may; ſure he was, that, as 
long as England would pay, Germany would not refuſe to 
fight. Then where were our hopes of peace? Mr. Sheridan 
then compared the relative loſs ſuſtained by England and Ger- 
many quring the courſe of the war, and he wiſhed that this 
_ compariſon might be beld up by an honeſt Miniſter of this 
country to an honeſt agent on the part of the Emperor. That 
| compariſon would ſhew, that if the one had ſerved us by a power- 
ful Continental diverſion, the other had purchaſed that ſervice 
by the loſs of her national credit. Indeed, it we entered 2 
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that calamitous calculation, it would not appear that his Im- 
perial Majeſty loſt more men than we did. 1 8 
But, on the contrary, that our loſſes were equal; that it 
was ducat for ducat, brave for brave, widow for widow. If 
that friendly expoſtulation were made to the Emperor, he 


muſt have confeſſed that we have already contributed our full 
| ſhare of calamity. When to this we might add, that we have 


to contend againſt the combined fleets of Spain, Holland, and 


France, it would be alſo juſt for that agent to come to this con- 


cluſion, that Auſtria had rendered, comparatively, but little, 


and we the greateſt ſervice to the cauſe. Nor would he like 
to ſee our Miniſters break faith with the public creditor. He 


wonld be but little inclined to truſt or continue any alliance 
with thoſe who were not faithful to their engagements with 


their own ſubjects; for it was reaſonable to expect that we 
ſhould be juſt at home, before we could do juſtice to others. 


But to all theſe conſiderations the right honourable Gentleman 
did not think proper to advert, He ran from ſubject to ſubject, 
and dilated one vaſt variety of matter foreign to the queſtion ; 
promiſing us, however, a terrible fine ſpeech on a future oc- 
caſion, in which he would doubtleſs be equally variegated and 


equally inclined to lead us agreeably aſtray in a bloſſomed wil- 
derneſs of rhetoric. But on that promiſe could the Houſe rely? 


Might not the right honourable Gentleman be again in this in- 


ſtance equally diſpoſed to change his mind? _ | 
Sir V. Pulteney ſaid, he ſtill was for making advances to 
the Emperor, but he thought the reftoration ot credit the firſt | 


object. He ſaid that a ſmall ſum would do a great deal with 


the Emperor, becauſe there was none of that Javiſh expendi- 
ture, profuſion, and irregularity of payment, which prevailed 
here. The Emperor, he ſaid, could not go on without aſſiſt- 
ance, becauſe he had no means of bortowing. nor was it uſual. 
The Emperor's expences for two years of the war had only ex- 
ceeded His revenue one million, The ſchemes of the Chan- 
cellor of the Exchequer, he ſaid, had produced no effect in low- 
ering the diſcounts on Government paper. He blamed the ex- 


travagance and want of ceconomy in our expence, but he was 


againſt laying aſide any weapon which could enable us to con- 


tend with advantage in the proſecution of the war. 


Lord G. Cavendiſh ſaid, that he would be no enemy to ſub- 
ſidies, were the country in a ſituation to afford them. Rut 


the prodigality of Miniſters had reduced it to ſuch diſtreſs, 


that, without a thorough: knowledge of all the circumſtances 


that related to our financial ſituation, we ſhould riſk an addi- 
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tional x. Sh of that diſtreſs by a new drain of money from 


the country. 


The Houſe then divided: | 
. Noes — 266 

Ayes — | 87 

| Oe Majority 179 
Adjourned, 5 


HOUSE OF LORDS. 
WEDN ESDAY, April 8• 5 


The | Bills upon the table went through thor ſeveral age, 
Lord Auckland gave notice, that on Friday next he would 


1 a motion upon the standing order (No. 26.) of the 
Houſe. 


Their Lordſhips were ſum moned for that day. 


The Lord Chancellor v was upon hy woolfack for the at time 


ſince his illneſs. 
Adjourned. 


| WEDNESDAY, April 5. 


"The Bill for the better regulating the ſize of weed] in n the 
city of Hence was ordered to be read a ſecond time on Friday. 


ARMY EXTRAORDINARIES. 
The Houſe reſolved itſelf into a Committee of Supply to 
conſider of the Army Extraordinaries. 

Ihe Secretary at Mar moved a relelugon; „ That it is 


the opinion of the Committee, that a ſum not exceeding 


3.280, 5131. 138. 2d. be granted, for the purpoſe of defraying 
the Extraordinaries of the Army, from the 6th of December 


1795 to the 6th of December 1790, voted and not provided for 
by Parliament.” 


General Tarleton ſaid, that the nt enticles of the AC» 


count were the ſums Gat abroad to the Emperor, and the mo- 
ney expended in the iſland of St. Domingo. The advances 
made by this country to the Emperor, appeared, from a re- 
view of the war, not to have placed the Emperor in a better 
{tuation than before they were given; and though the iſland 


of St, Domingo had coſt ſo much money, and the lives of 
144909 gallant m men to this country there was not a ſingle poſt 


in 


ET * 
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in our poſſeſſion that would not be taken by three hundred 
freſh troops. | 1 
General Walpole ſaid, that there were three Weſt India re- 
giments, to which, he underſtood, there was not a ſingle man 
belonging, and which were merely nominal. 77 
Mx. Secretary Dundas (aid, theſe ſums were not for any par- 
ticular regiments ; and with reſpect to thoſe mentioned by the 
| honourable General, there had been an idea of raifing ſuch 
"regiments, becauſe, being compoſed of Blacks, they would 
have been better able to endure the fatigues of the climate in 
the Weſt Indies. 


ing of them was not ſo practicable as had been imagined. 


There was, however, an eſtabliſhment now on foot for raiſing 


corps of a ſimilar kind, which would ſoon ſuperſede the neceſ- 
fity of ſending any more European troops to that country. 


The reſolution was then carried, the Houſe reſumed, and 


the report ordered to be received the next day. 


8 BANK INDEMNITY BILL. . 
The order of che day for the third reading of the Bank Bill 
being moved, N 2 e 

Mr. Ba ſtard ſaid, that this Bill appeared to him much more 
formidable with the clauſes it contained, than when originally 


brought forward. He had not ſeen any thing to prove the ne- 


cCeſſity of paying the national creditor in Bank notes. No ef- 


fective meaſure had yet been taken to remedy our ſituation. 85 


What had hitherto been done was nothing but patching. In 


former times of difficulty and danger, it had been the practice 


of the Houſe to look to the Conſtitution, conſidering that the 
intereſt of commerce would follow of courſe. Now, however, 


the monied intereſt had got the better of every thing. and to 
their temporary accommodation every meaſure was directed. 


He thought the powers given to the Bank might prove a dan- 
gerous engine, if the Bank ſhould join with the Government. 


The public revenue would now depend upon the difcretion of 


the Bank, and upon the value of Bank notes. He did not 
imagine that the Bank would employ their powers to oppreſs 
the people's liberties, or endanger the throne, but he did not 


like the precedent of conferring powers, which, if ated upon, 


muſt be of very fatal conſequence. 
The Bill was then read a third time. 


Mr. V. Bird preſented a clauſe, by way of rider : that in all 


gaſes where Bank notes might be tendered in payment for rent, 
jt ſhould not be lawful for the perſon to whom the rent was 


But it was afterwards found that the recruit- 
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nion. He was 20ainſt the clauſe, though he thop 
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due, if he refuſed ſuch tender, to ſeek a remedy by way of diſ- 
treſs. 

The clauſe was brought ap, and read a firſt and ſecond time. 

The Chancellor of the Exchequer did not think the clauſe ne- 
ceſſary, as it was not likely that diſtreſs would be eniorced: if 
the perſon could pay in Bank notes. 

Mr. 7olliffe was of opinion, that the clauſe made too great a 
difference between landholders and other creditors ; and thought 
that, if ſuch a reguiation were at all to be adopted, it thould 
be made general. 

Mr. Fox thought that wee was fully as much neceſſity for 
this as for the regulation in caſe of arreſts; becauſe, if he was 
not miſtaken, there was no bail admitted I caſes of diſtreſs 
and ſale of goods. 5 
The Solicitor General ſaid, that this clauſe appeared to kim 
to go beyond the former clauſe. In caſes of diſtreſs, there was 
the remedy of replevin, and if this clauſe was at all to be 
adopted, it ought to be with the amendment that Bank notes 
to the amount of the rent ſhould be depoſited with the ſheriff, 
with the perfon's own bond, inſtead of the twortecuritics which 
were now required in the action of replevin. He conceived 
the clauſe to be unneceſſary, however, becauſe, if the perfon 

in danger of being diſtreſſed actually poſſeſſed Bank notes, and 
had property to the amount of the rent, he could ealily fd 
ſureties. _ 

Mr. Mllardice. was oſt the clause, peru it went to 
make Bank notes will farther a legal tender, which he thought 
impolitic.------ | 

Mr. Manning ſaid, that he had Gorborns: to ſay any thing 
upon the Bill, as he was afraid that he might be underſtood to 
ſpeak the ſentiments of the Directors of the Bank. He begged 
to be underſtood, however, as giving his own individual opt-. 
cht it more 
neceſſary for individuals than the clauſes Which had been intro- 
duced. With regard to the Bank and individual bankers, he 


was ſorry that ſuch clauſes had heen p⸗ ed, as he did not think 


they were neceſſary, He was convinged that the aſſociations 
which had been entered into would ſufficiently anſwer the ob- 
ject; all that was wanting was, only to confirm the Order of 
Council, and to reſtrain the Bank from iſſuing ſpecie for a cer: 
tain time. 

Mr. Milberforce Bird faid, that if the ſenſe of the Holes was 

againſt the clauſe he ſhould not preſs it to a diviſion, He 
th 2985 that the poor were deprived of a Temedy 1 in this caſe, 
which 


2 — 
e fi * Ct FR Z : * 
PO e 3 ou e F 5 PC NTV 
—— ente , RENE => RNs Cd eons eb REL Ring; FC 5 F K 4 n 8 
1 75 1] . 122 7 5 2 * * * * * 888 
* " * ; — 


Avant 4.) WOODFALL'S PARLIAMENTARY REPORTS. 639 


which the rich had obtained by the regulation with regard to 


arreſts. 
Sir W. Pulteney ſaid that the clauſe would do no harm. 
The remedy of replevin was very expenſive, and the inferior 


_ practitioners of the law might greatly haraſs the poor by en- 


forcing the rigour of the law. 
The clauſe was negatived without a diviſion- 
Sir Malliam Pulteney ſaid, that the clauſe he had to propoſe 
would aſcertain the fact which at preſent was doubtful, 
whether the Order of Council had taken place in conſe- 


quence of the application of the Bank, or was merely a mea- 


ſure of government? If the Bank went and tated their ſitua- 


tion to government, he conſidered it as equivalent to an 
application. If the Bank really deſired this meaſure, he 
thought that their charter was forteited. It was not his wiſh. 
to deprive them of their charter, but he wiſhed to deprive 
them of their monopoly, which he thought prejudicial to 


the public, and even to themſelves. The object of the 


clauſe was to require the Bank within a certain ſhort period 
after the paſſing of the act to come forward and to declare 
whether they withed the reſtriction to continue, If ey did 


not, the prohibition ſhould immediately ceaſe. 


The Chancellor of the Exchequer ſaid, he felt it to be his 


duty to oppolz this clauſe, which was contradictory to the 


whole of the grounds on which the bill was formed. A 
legiſlative enactment to aſcertain a fact which was the ob- 
ject of the clauſe, was the oddeſt idea which he had ever 


| heard. The meaſure of the worthy baronet was fairly avow- 


ed, and it was no leſs than to deprive the Bank of its chart- 
er. The opinion of the Houſe in different ſtages of the bill 
had been that public credit was to be reſtored in the perſon 


of the Bank, and he was convinced that they would feel it 
neither honourable nor politic to ſupport the views which 


the worthy baronet Profeſſed, and the mentary | to which the 
clauſe tended. | 


Sir Vm. Pulteney replied. 

Mr. Fox ſupported the clauſe on the ground that it would 
afcertala whether the ſtoppage of the Bank was a meaſure 
taken upon the exerciſe of the beſt judgment of the Directors 


of that corporation, or whether it Was dictated ſolely by go- 


vernment. [ 

* Mr. decretary Dundas objected to the clauſe being brought 
up, becauſe it tended to repeal a proviſion in the bill fixing 
the period of the duration of the at; and becauſe, though 


the 
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the objec of the clauſe might be a good one, the mode of 
obtaining it, by making the Bank their own executioners, 
was bad. He contended alſo that the Bank, not having pe- 
titioned againſt the bill, implied, that the DireQors approved 
of it. 

Mr. Sheridan was of opinion that the clauſe ſhould be 
brought up, though he could not give his allent to its being 
made a part of the bill i in its preſent form. 5 
The Houle diy ided on the queſtion that the clauſe de | 

brought vp. 


cer, 5 — — | „ 5 
He, V 
2 n 36 


The other orders of the day being diſpoſed of, the Houſe 
ere till the 1 next day. 


—_— 


HOUSE OF LORDS. 
 Frvrspay, April 6. 


"Received from the Commons a great niamber of private 
bills, which were read a firſt eee | 


HOUSE OF COMMONS. 
Trurspay, April 6. 


7 he.Iciſh Loan 2 Security bill was read a foeond time; 
Mr. St. John gave notice, that on an early day after the 
s Eafter receſs he would make a motion reſpecting that part ” 3 
St. Domingo which is now in our poſleſſion. | 
Colonel Walpale moved, „ That there be laid before the 
_ Houſe a monthly return of the ſeveral black corps ordered ta 
be raiſed in the Weſt-Tndics from the date of their eſtabliſn- 
ment down to the 25th of December, 1786.” —Ordered. 
Colonel 7 alpzle withed to know whether it was the inten- 
tion of his Majeſty's Miniſters to remove the Maroon negroes 
who had been tranſported from Jamaica to the fouthern parts 


ol Canada to a more temperate climate? If it was not their 


intention he ſhould fubmit 2 motion on ihe Fanden to the 
Houſe on a future day. 

Mr. Secretary Dundas replied, that it was not the intention 
of his Majeſty's Miniſters to take any ſuch ſtep. He be- 
Heved that the ſituation of the Maroon negroes was as com- 

fortable 
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fortable as it could be made, and he had letters from General 


Wentworth to that effect, which he had no objections to lay 


before the Houſe. | 
Mr. Bryan Edwards confirmed what Mr. Dundas had 
ſtated, and added, that the ſum of 20,0001. had been raiſed 
among the planters i in the iſland of Jamaica, towards carry- 

ing away, and fettling the Maroons in Nova Scotia. He had 
A letter then in his hands from Governor Wentworth, to a 
gentleman in the city, in which it was ſtated, that the Ma- 
roons then in Nova Scotia were comfortably ſettled; that 
they were orderly, quiet, and content; and that there was 


every reaſon to hope they would in time become an uſeful 


and happy people. A plan had been formed for inſtructing 
them in Chriſtianity, and educating their children. Theſe 
latter, from miſerable and fickly creatures, had become 


healthy, and every thing was provided for them. Upon'the 


whole, the Maroons would be infinitely benefitted by their: 


removal to Nova Scotia. In order then that the public 


might not form an idea that theſe men were ſuffered to 
periſh i in cold and inhofpitabte climates, he would move that 
copies of all letters received from Governor Wentworth” 
concerning the Maroons, that had been ſent from Jamaica: 


to Nova Scotia, be laid before the Houſe. —Ordered. 


Colonel Malpole gave notice that, on Thurſday next, he | 
would make a motion upon the ſubject. 

The report of the extraordinaries of the army was brought 
up, and the reſolutions were read and agreed to by the Houle. | 


SLAVE TRADE. 


Mr. Charles Ellis roſe in purſuance of the notice e which he 
had given to make a motion reſpecting the ſituation of the, 


negroes in the Weſt-Indies. Some gentlemen he ſaid might, 


perhaps, imagine that it was his intention to move on a 
modification of the bill wich had been brought in for the 


abolition of the Slave Trade. The motion, how ever, which 


he ſhould have the honour to propoſe, went upon grounds. 
directly oppoſite to thoſe on which the bill proceeded. He 
reprobated the principle of the Slave Trade as much as any 

man could do, but in caſes where extenſive and important 
_ Intereſts were involved, the attention of the legiſlature ſhould 


not be confined to principles alone. Where an evil was of 


long exiſtence and interwoven with a ſyſtem upon which 
depended a great maſs of property belonging to individuals, 
; | N 
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however much the evil might be deplored and the principle 
of it deteſted, the claims of the perſons intereſted in its abo- 
lition were not to be forgotten. Thinking, therefore, as 
he did, that the immediate abolition of the Slave Trade 
would be attended with ruin to the colonies, he had turned 
his attention to another plan by which the evil complained of. 
might be gradually leſſened, till in the courſe of time it might 
be completely extinguiſhed without producing any of thoſe 
calamitous conſequences which might enſue from the adop- 
tion of meaſures more inſtant and leſs deliberate. It might 

perhaps be ſaid that he was too ſtrongly prejudiced by in- 
tereſt to form any candid and impartial . notions upon the 
ſubject. If he was prejudiced, the prejudices were common 
to him, with almott every Weſt Indian, and from their 
univerſality they were at leaſt entitled to inveſtigation. With 
reſpect to the bill which had been brought into Parliament, 
he conceived that it would be ineffectual for the purpoſe for 
which it was framed, for even though it was paſſed, and the 
Slave Trade prohibited, the traffic would not ceaſe, it 
would only be diverted into an unlawful channel. A right 
| honourable gentleman (Mr. Burke), whoſe opinions were 
always entitled to every degree of reſpect, had devoted his 
attention to the ſubject. And what was the reſult of his 
inveſtigation? He, who was by no means inſenſible to the 
weight of the arguments againſt an unlawful trade, prefer- 
red a ſyſtem of gradual regulation to a meaſure of immedi- 

ate abolition It was evident that wherever there were 
 Atrong temptations to break a prohibitory law, it would be 
dithcult to enforce the obſervance of that law. In the pre- 
ſent caſe there certainly would be the ſtrongeſt temptations 
of intereſt to violate the prohibition, ſuppoſing it to be im- 
poſed, and even though it were to be enforced by rigorous | 
penal laws, it certainly would be eyaded, He did not queſtion 
the phyſical ſtrength of the legiſlature to enforce the obedi- 
ence of any law which in its wiſdom it might think proper 
to enact, but he ſpoke in reference to the mild character of 
the En iſh legiſlature in all its penal ſtatutes. The plan 
Which he had in view propoſed to accompliſh the ſame end 
by different, and in his opinion much more effectual means, 
by means which would neither be difficult nor dangerous in 
the execution. From the civilization of the negroes in 
Africa, perhaps little advantage could be expected. The 
object, however, was laudable, and as ſuch the meaſures 
which had been taken for its accompliſhment were ih 
tainly 
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tainly deſerving encouragement. From the civilization, 
however, of the negroes in the Weſt-Indies, he was much 
more ſanguine in his expectations, and this, in his opinion, 
might be made to go hand in hand with the improvement of 
the population. At preſent there was a great failure of po- 
pulation in all the Weſt-India iſlands, proceeding partly 
from the ſyſtem of morals which obtained among the 
negroes, partly from the diſeaſes to which they were ſubject, 
and for which no remedy had been found, and partly, as {ome 
ſuppoſed (though he was by no means of ſuch an opinion) 

- from exceſſive labour, and the want of proper food. With 
reſpect to the improvement of their morals, which certainly 
was the moſt eſſential point, the regulation of the meaſures 
proper for that purpoſe, together with their execution, it be- 
longed to the different colonial legiſlatures to frame and 
ſuperintend. He ſhould, therefore, merely ſtate a few of the 
grounds on which the ſuggeſtion was thrown out. The pre- 
ſent lax ſtate of morals among the negroes aroſe from no de- 
fect in their natural diſpoſition, but from the prejudices which 
they had imbibed when young, and the religion they profeſ- 
ſed, which was a corrupt heatheniſm, or mahometaniſm, and 

which gave them extremely incorrect ideas, particularly of 
marriage. A remedy for this evil was not to be expected 
from meaſures of compulſion, but by the gradual and gentle 

means of inſtruction and improvement. Perhaps, for in- 
ſtance, Sunday-ſchools might be initituted with good effect, 
at which they might learn the truer principles of religion, 
and more correct notions of morality. When he ſpoke of 

Inſtruction, however, he did not with to be thought to raean 
that it would be proper to enlighten them with any other 
ſpecies of knowledge than that which was merely requiſite 
for the improvement of their morals. For the purpoſe of 

_ communicating this inſtruction it would be of the higheſt im- 
Portance to get perſons qualified for ſo confidential a charge, 

ſince from the influence they would naturally have over the 
minds of the negroes, -were they to avail themſelves of it in 
an improper manner, they might produce the greateſt miſ- 
chief in the colonies. He ſuggeſted alſo, that encourage- 

| ments ſhould be held Out to the young negroes to marry | 

at an early age; that diſtinctions ought to be eſtabliſh- 

ed, to which the moſt deſerving ought to be promoted; 
that marks of degradation ought to be inflicted upon thoſe 
whole miſconduct rendered them proper objeets of puniſh- 
1 £8 x. ment, 
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| ment, and that the greateſt carc and attention ſhould be paid 
to children in their Infancy. 

The ſecond cauſe of the failure of population, he conceived, 
to be the diſeaſes to which the negroes were ſubject. 
'The gradual improvement of morals would certainly operate 
as a lenitive to this evil, and medical ingenuity might in 
time diſcover remedies for the different diſtempers, Which 

were now unknown. The other cauſes to which ſome 
were pleaſed to aſcribe the want of population, he did not 
admit to exiſt; and this refuſal proceeded from immedi- 
ate ſoufces of information to which. he had acceſs, and was 
foimdedapon the teſtimony of others, to whom he thought 
credit was due. Every proprietor was obliged to keep a 
certain portion of ground in cultivation, according to the 
number of ſlaves he had in his poſſeſſion; and as a proof of 
that, where there was induſtry among the negrocs, there was 
alſo profit; he referred to the facts of the markets of Jamaica 
being ſupplied with the produce of the ground allotted to 
them by their maſters. The allembly of Jamaica had al- 
ready 1 15 up their cauſe, and paſſed what was called the 
Conſolidated Act, which was framed with a due regard to 
the rights and happineſs of that claſs of men. If it was 
ſaid, that though they were entitled to juſtice from the courts 
of protection by law, yet that they did not actually obtain 
it, he ſhould anſwer, it was fair to preſume that the ſame 
ſpirit which had inſtituted theſe courts, would guide their 
adminiſtration. One thing, which the colonial legiſlature 
had not done, and for the beſt of all reaſons, ecaufe it was 
not in their power, he cont;dered as abſolutely requiſite to 
the improvement of the negroes, namely, the repeal of the 
credit laws. But he had received an aſſurance from his 
honourable friend (Mr. Pitt) that this obſtacle ſhould not be 
permitted to ſtand in the way of an event {0 deſirable, upon 
| the grounds of humanity, and fo beneficial in the views of 
intereſt. Mr. Ellis next adverted to the charge of cruelty 
which nad been brought againſt the Welt-India planters, 
which he endeavoured to refute, by an attempt to ſhew that 
it was not their intereſt, Having thus ſketched out his 
| Plans he ſtated two objections which might be ſtarted againſt | 
it; firit, that he had fixed no period for its completion; . 
e ſecondly, that the quantity of uncultivated land in the 
Welt-India iſlands would protract the period of the abolition 
of the Slave-trade : to the former he replied, that he had not 
cd SF period, becauſe it was impoſſible, and the latter he 


1 obviated 
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obviated by remarking that the remedy was in the hands of 
the Britiſh legiſlature ; only, if they reſtricted the cultiva- 
tion of the iſlands, it would be but fair to indemnify the pro- 
prietors for the loſs they would thereby ſuſtain. He con- 


645 


cluded with moving, 5 
„ That an humble Addreſs be preſented to his Majeſty, to requeſt his Majeſty | 
that he may be graciouſly pleaſed to give directions, to the different Governors of 
the Weſt India iſlands to recommend to their reſpectꝭve councils to take the proper 
ſteps for encreaſing the population, ſo as thereby to diminiſh the neceflity of im- 
porting negroes from Africa, and ultimately to jead to the total abolition of the 
Slase trade; likewiſe to adopt meaſures for promoting the moral and religious im- 
provement of the negroes in the Weſt-Indies, and for ſecuring to them their rights 
by a proper adminiſtration of juſtice 3 and to aſſure them that this Houſe will be 
ready to co-operate with them in accompliſhing theſe deſirable ends.“ | 
Mr. Barham ſeconded the motion. He ſaid, he was 
happy that he was at length enabled to give his concurrence 
to a meaſure which, as ſtated with great candour and ability 
by his honourable friend, would ultimately tend to the aboli- 
tion of the Slave trade. He declared, he had never oppoſed the 
object of the motions made at different times to the ſame end, 
but only been abverſe to the means propoſed forcarrying it into 
execution. And he was authorized in ſtating, that theſe means 
were of ſo ineffectual a nature, that they could never have 
obtained their aim, even though they were to have been ſanc- 
| tioned by the concurrence of every branch of the legiſlature ; 
for it could be clearly proved, that the ſlave contraband trade 
could not bg prevented by the united efforts of the whole 
navy of England, and the aſſiſtance of all the Cuſtom houſe 
officers employed in the country. The very nature of the 
flave trade oppoſed the efficacy of the abolition which had 


been ſo frequently preſſed upon the Houſe, fora cargo of flaves 


might be landed in as many hours as it would take weeks 
to land merchandiſe in general. . 


Mr. J/:lberforce ſaid, that if he thought the motion before 


the Houſe would really be productive of the good which the 
Gentlemen, who ſupported it, expected it to produce, he 
ſhould be ready to give it his aſſent, for no conſideration 


of conſiſtency of conduct ſhould induce him to oppoſe a 


meaſure that was likely to produce ſo much good; but as 
he ſincerely thought that in paſſing ſuch a meaſure as this, 


the Houſe would do away its own ſolemn pledge, and alſo 


do much evil, it was his duty ta oppoſe the motion, and even 
to deprecate the paſſing it. Te reminded the Houſe of what 
was likely to be thought of it out of doors if it agreed to a 

| | meaſure 
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meaſure that was fo repugnant to its own proceedings, 
He then referred to what palfed in the Houſe of Commons, 
in the year 1792, by which it was reſolved that within four 
years from that time the African ſlave trade ſhould be to- 
_ tally aboliſhed. He maintained, that the meaſure now pro- 
poſed was much weaker for the purpoſe of aboliſhing the 
trade than what had been aflented to in the Houſe on the 
part of the planters themſelves. He then referred to the 
re ſolutions moved by Mr. Secretary Dundas, and adopted 
by the Houle for the gradual abolition of the trade, and by 
which it was determined that the {lave trade ſhould be abo- 
liſhed in a given time. By the firſt reſolutions of the Houſe 
the trade was to have been aboliſhed in January, 1796, 
which was ſixteen months ago. By the ſubſequen ones it 
was to be aboliſhed in the year 1800, Here he read the ſub- 
ſtance of the latter reſolutions, as alſo an addreſs of the 
Houſe to his Majeity, to uſe his endeavours with foreign 
nations to purſue the plan adopted by the Houſe; from 
which he argued that the preſent meaſure was infinitely lefs 
than that which the Houſe had already adopted, and that the 


Houſe had made greater progreſs already in the abolition _ 


of the African ſlave trade, than this motion was calculated to 

produce. As the plea of juſtice and humanity had been ſo 
often urged upon this ſubject, and urged in vain, he was 
afraid it was hopeleſs. It was idle to fay that population 
among the negroes could not be kept up in the iſlands, for 


the contrary had been proved, and yet a greater number had 


already been imported than were intended to have been al- 


lowed by the laſt reſolutions, up to the period at which the 
trade was meant to be aboliſhed. He then entered into 
a detail of the average of the loſſes in ſome of the iſlands 
upon the queſtion of population among the negroes, for the 
whole of a century, in order to ſhew that the population 
may be kept up without any importation. He reminded 

the Houſe of the many cauſes that were adverted to on for- 
mer occaſions, as cauſes that would operate to encreaſe the 

opulation of the negroes, and the willingneſs that was ex- 
preſſed on the part af the friends of the trade to try the effect 
of theſe cauſes, only that they ſhould allow a little time for 
that purpoſe, and time was granted to ſatisfy the minds, or 
rather to compliment the prejudices of the planters. He 
_ obſerved that when the laſt refolutions of the Houſe for the 
gradual abolition paſſed, he was congratulated on the ap- 
proaching attainment of the object of his withes. He 

OT „„ 1 
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then he could not accept of that congratulation, for that he 
foreſaw that the friends of the trade had ſucceeded in reduc- 
ing the point to a queſtion of practical and temporary expe- 
dience, by having the trade continued. He thought they 
would go on with the trade from time to time without dimi- 
nution, and experience had verified what he ſaid upon that 
ſubject. He maintained that the humanity of the planters, 
which had bcen ſo much boaſted of, had flept ever ſince the 
relolutions pailed for aboliſhing the trade gradually; and 
ſaid he was afraid nothing could rouſe it but an act of Par- 
liament to aboliſh the trade totally. He enumerated the 
horrors of the trade, and concluded upon that head with 
alledging that it cauſed general devaſtation upon a third part 
of the habitable globe, and that, although Gentlemen who 
made it a queſtion of trade merely might ſpeak of it with 
coolneſs, yet it was a ſhame to the Houſe of Commons to 
liſten to any propoſition for experiments upon that which 
they had declared to be inconſiſtent with juſtice and hu- 
manity, and which they had alſo declared ought to be 
aboliſhed at a given period. He maintained that, from the 
preſent plan, it was impoſlible to ſee that the Slave trade 
would ever be put an end to. The e ads of Jamaica 
had not looked upon this trade as an evil, on the contrary, 
they had declared, ſince the paſſing of the reſolutions of the 
Houle of Commons, that it ſhould not be put an end to, and 
therefore, on the willingneſs of the colonial aſſemblies to co- 
operate with the wiſhes of the Britiſh Parliament to put an 
end to the ſlave trade, by gradual means, or by any means, 
he entertained his doubts, notwithitanding the handſome 
things that were faid of the humanity and juſtice of theſe 
allemblics. But it was faid the trade was Britiſh, and not 
the trade of the planters. it was a trade in which the plan- 
ters and their ageats had the profit, and the Britiſh Parlia- 
ment theguilt ; and yet that Parliament was, by this motion, 
to aſk theſe planters whether the trade ſhould be put an 
end to or not? He maintained that as there were at this time 
three fifths of the iſland of Jamaica uncultivated; the re- 
mainder of it was intended to be cultivated by negroes to be 
imported notwithſtanding it had been ſolemnly declared in 
the Houſe that no further cultivation, by ſuch means, ſhould 
ever be attempted. He maintained, that however well diſ 
poſed the legiſlature of the Colonies might be to put an end 
to the inportation of negroes, yet the thing wauld be int- 
_ practicable, under the proviſions that were propoſed by 


the 
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the motion now before the Houſe, and that no juſtice could 
ever be enforced on the part of the negroes, unleſs thoſe who 


were guilty of the injuſtice: ſhould chuſe to accuſe themſelves; 


and he thought it an extraordinary thing to propoſe now, that | 
an experiment ſhould be tried by the colonies, after they had 
had four years allowed them already to try experiments, and 
after the Houſe had declared that the trade ſhould be aboliſhed. 
He maintained, that the idea of ameliorating the conditions 
of negroes in the colonies and plantations, while the practice 
of importation from Africa was continued, was founded upon 
a dangerous error. All attempts to better the condition of 
thoſe who are already in the plantations, by inſtruction, 8 


would be in Lain while the practice of importation from 


Africa continued; becauſe as men were improved in their un- 
derſtandings, they mull naturally have ſome freedom. It 


would be idle to think of giving freedom to the newly imported 


Africans, and it would be impoſhble to reconcile freedom and 


flavery together. If, therefore, there was any ſerious wiſh to 


ameliorate the condition of the negroes in the Weſt India iſlands 


and plantations, the only way to accompliſh that object was to 
put an end to the foreign traffic. This he maintained not only to 
be juſt and wiſe upon general principles, but to be alſo neceſ- 


ſary for the ſafety of the Welt India iſlands. And he might 


aſk the Houſe what they thought would have been the effect, 


if that very meaſure had been put in force four years ago, ſince 5 
which 150,000 flaves had been imported? He reminded the 


_ Houſe, that the principles of policy, as well as jultice, are in- 
compatible wich flavery ; and that, by perſiſting in this practice 


of importation, they might arrive ata period, when rivers of blood 


might be made to fſow. He would therefore ſay to thoſe whoonly 


looked to their property in the Weſt Indies, “ Aboliſh the 
importation of {laves at this moment, as the firſt ſtep towards 

the ſalvation of thoſe iſlands.“ Natural cauſes muſt produce 
natural effects; and there was no reaſon for this or any other 


country. hoping that Providence would protect it from the con- 


a ſequences of injuſtice. The laws of nature would have their 
effect in the moral as well as the phyſical world; and there 


required no profound reflection in order to ſee what muſt be 


tie event of perſiſting in a ſyſtem of injuſtice. Beſides, he 
was entitled to infiſt that the Houſe of Commons was pre- 


cluded from entertaining any motion of this kind. It could 


not entertain it, if it was faithful to itſelf; for it had ſaid, that 
the ſlave trade ſhould be aboliſhed in January 1790; that pe- 
riod had pte. It had entered into other reſolutions for the 

| aA abolition' 
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abolition of the trade, and now he thought that no further ex- 
periments to continue the trade ſhould be tried. 
The laſt refolutions of the Houſe were moved by his right 
honourable friend (Mr. Secretary Dundas): he wiſhed to 
know from him, if he ſupported this motion, what he would 
' think of himſelf; not what the public would think of him, but 
1 what he would think of himfelf, if he did not adhere to the 
principle of ſuch reſolutions, with which the preſent motion 
was cntirely at variance ? | RE Tp nes 
Ar. Bryan Edwards ſaid, he ſhould ſupport the prefent mo- 
tion, becauſe it not only tended to the intereft of humanity, 
hut alto tended to give the planters the rank they merited; it 
tended to vindicate their much injured character; for he inain- 
tained that this country had both the profit and the guilt that 
betonged to the Rave trade. He td that the trade did not ori- 
ginate with the planters; that in ihe year 1500 Britiſh men of 
war went to Africa to purchaſe flaves for the Spaniards; that 
ig the reign of Queen Elizabeth the thips Solomon and Jeſus 
were employed in that traffic. He knew the nature of the 
ſlave trade that was carried on in Africa; it was a trade, for 
which the Weſt India planters were not to*blame ; it was a 
trade carried on by Britiſh capital, in Brivifth ſhips by Britiſh 
{ubjects, and under the fan&tion of the Britiſh Government. 
| He was aware he might be told that, if it was a Britiſh trade 
of this nature, a Britiſh Parliament might abvliſh it. He did 
not queſtion the right of the Britiſh Parliament to aboliſh it, 
it was the practicability of the exerciſe of that right which he 
doubted ; and that he conſidered as an anſwer to the oblerya- 
tions of the honourable Gentleman who ſpoke laſt. If that 
abolition was impracticable, it was in vain to-preach to the 
humanity of that Houſe. He maintained that the abolition of 
the flave trade, without the conſent and co-operation of the 
colonies, was «bſoJutely unprafticible z for while the Africans 
were diſpoſed to ſell the trade would be carried on. That was 
his firſt propoſition, The ſecond was, that if the planters 
were properly treated, they would agree to any practicable 
meaſure that humanity could with for the abolition of the ſlave 
trade. He would prove the affirmative of theſe propoſitions, 
or he would admit that all he faid ſhould paſs for nothing. In 
{upport of the firſt, he ſaid that Spain, Portugal, and Ame+ 
rica, followed the flave traffic as much as we did; that they 
would continue it, although we ſhould aboliſh it; and that 
their trade in that reſpect would encreaſe in exact proportion 
as ours' ſhould diminiſh: the conſequence would be, that al- 
though flaves ſhould not be imported under Britiſh colours, 
Vor. II. 1797. 40 , ee 
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yet they would be imported under other colours, as much as 


they ever have been, They would not, indeed, import them 


immediately into our lands, bat they had iſlands of their own 
into which they would import them, and from thence they 
would be carried to ours) with the greateſt facility. This the 


_Þritith Parliament would not be able to prevent, until they 
could change the wind, and give law to the ocean. There 
were not only thetc phyſical obſtacles, but there were alſo 
mortal obſtacles, that rendered the abolition of the ſlave trade by 


the Britiſh Pali ment abſolutely impoſſible. He illuſtrated 


theſe poſitions by references to various tacts as applicable to the 
Well India trade in general. He vindicated the character of 
the planters from the foul aſperfions which, he faid, had been 


calt upon them in this country, by men who. knew too little 
of the matter to. legitlate for the colonies. He recited many 
acts of the Colonial Aſſembly, by which, he contended, it 


was manifeſt that they wiſhed to ameliorate the condition of 


the Negroes in the Weſt Indies, but which were unfavourably 
received in this country by the Board to which thoſe proceed- 


ings were referred.” He read extracts from the laſt act of Par- 
hainent that had been propoſed for the abolition of the ſlave 
trade, and contended that it was a model of abſurdity. He 


aſſured the Houfe, from his knowledge of the members 
of the legiſlature for the colonies, that he had no doubt, 


if the plan now before the Houſe ſhould be agreed to, 
the Colonial Aſſembly would themſelves put an end to the 


importation of negroes from the coaſt of Africa. He then en- 


tered hiſtorically into the condition of the iflands, the nature 


of the trade, of the treatment of the negroes, the laws of the 


idands, comparing them with ſome of our own, to remind the 
* Houle that we ſhould look to the neceſſity of the latter as well 


as the former, before we pronounced that crimes were fre- 


: quently committed, becauſe there were laws inflicting penal- 


ties for the perpetration of them. Theſe laws, to which he 
referred as now in force in England, or not repealed, were the 


frſt of Edward the VIth, which provided, that if a perſon 


ſhould be proved to have walked the ſtreets for three days idly, 
he ſhall be agjudged a ſlave, and ſhall be taken up and diſpoſed 


of as ſuch, It he {hall gſcape, and be guilty of the ſame offence. 


a ſecond time, he ſhall be bu anded on each cheek 3 ik a third 
time, he thall ſuiter death. 


The other ſtatute was, that Which gave power to an over- 


ſeer of the poor to take up any perſon whom he ſhould deem 
to be in want, &c. and ſubjecting ſuch perſon to arbitrary diſ- 


cipline, and, in caſes of retulal « or remillacls to comply with 
ſuch 


e, Farmen 
. e r a 
. ST12727227öÜ1%60rö̃̃˙ĩ˙ẽmüm . an ©. 
FF ͤœ . . ĩͤ 8 
SG > &} £ * , a 


. s 
n 85 
CR I ES I 


1 Ag 


. by 
dr CARED 


i We 
La 
. 


q x n £ 
N * 
Tb = 


e. 
4 GS 


5 
LET 
A : 
* 
Nel 
4 
T 
— 
R 


8 


I 
4 
LY 
4 
25 
B 
'1 
"gy 
BH 
A 
2 
b: 
41 
. 
27 
ky 
* 


nion, though ſome differed about the mode of carrying the ob- 


Arlt 6 ] WOODFALL'S PARLIAMENTARY REPORTS. 651 


ſuch diſcipline, to puniſhment. This he did to ſhew. that 


we ſhould look at our own laws before we criticiled on the 


laws of the colonies. Having dwelt on theſe and various other 


topics for à conſiderable time, he concluded with giving his 


hearty aſſent to the motion before the Houle. 


Mr. 7 lberforce explained. | 
The Chancellor of the Exchequer ſaid, it would not be neceſ- 


ſary for him to take up the attention of the Houle at length, 


as the topics had been ſo often diſcuſſed, and every Gentleman 
had had an opportunity to acquite a knowledge of the funda- 
mental principles of the ſubject. He therefore father took it 


for granted, that rhe principles were ſelt-cvident, than, that 


they required to be proved. But he had the fatisfaction to 


know that the principles had been recognized by Porliament, 


7 


and entered on its journals, thereby ferving hem as land— 
marks to guide them in their courſe ; and he had the additional 


ſatisfaction to know, that thoſe principles called for the com- 


plete ſuppreſhon of the trade. He had thc turther advantage 
of unanimity in the Huuſe upon that necettity, becaute there 


was no perſon but wit profeſſed a concurrence in that opt- 


! 


ject into execution, each party contenduig that his inude was 
beſt. It was evident, therefore, that the flave trade ought 


never to have begun, and ought now to ceaſe. he only 
queſtion was, at what time it ought to ceaſe? Towards mat 


determination the preſent motion appeared to have been brought 


forward; but here it was much iv be lamented there was not 
a total, immediate, partial, definite, or even gradual, aboli- 
tion offered: but, on the contrary, Parliament was invited to 


acknowledge, collaterally, that it would be contented to en- 
dure the continuation of the traffic without knowing for how 


long it was ſanctioning ſuch a meature. "The motion did not 


even prevent creating a new trade. Formerly a certain inter- 


val was required for the planter to prepare himſclt againft the 
events of the abolition ; but now, he was not told that the 


planter was better prepared than then; and if he were not, 
there had been a large umportation for 4, 5, or-6 years, which 


had done nothing, or the interval had been delutive ; or if the 


planter had availed himfelf of the interval, and provided a 


large ſtock by importation, perhaps it had had a contrary ten- 
dency to the end propofed by Parliament, which tendency 


would not be guarded againſt by the pretentpropolal. On the 


contrary, a regulation was propoſcd without any definition. 


He wiſhed to conſider, therefore, how far in the prelent Cir- 
cumſtances any thing new was propoſed to induce the Houſe 
2 : 492 N to 
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to adont the preſent motion as a ſubſtitute for abolition, The 
firlt thing ated in ſupport of it was, that it enforced proviſions 
for encreafing population in the iſlands, and would eventual] 
thereby ene reaſe the labour and cultivation of thera. Now, 
many vears ago, it was proved that the poputat on of negrots 
in the iſlands was ſufficient for their labour and rheir cultiva- 
tion e NCCpt in the ne ſettlements; 3 and conſequently , Unicis 
the planters formed neu N the Fe tion mult by 
this time, or, at futtheſt, will be ſpeedily and wWhollyeffectual. 
It would be impofſible to carry internal regulations into effect 
while the impo anden -ontinved, and fo far the motion wou! Id 
be nugatory; and, as a friend to regulatton ouglit to be the 
friend of abolition, he thouglit, inſtead of an ev: live ſubſtitute 
like this, a total abolition ſhould be quickly made. Upon a 
general view, he did not diſcover much novelty in the diſcuſ- 
„ lion. One honourable Gentleman, indeed, (Mr. 25 Ed- 
Wards) had contended, that, notwithſtanding a total abolition 
Nould be decreed by Great Britain, a contraband trade would 
ſtill ſubſiſt in the colonies, and urged that as an argument 
againſt it. But the ſame fort of argument would apply to the 
revenue, becauſe ſmuggling cannot be totally ſuppreſſed ; 
which was a mode of reaioning never yet adopted. He ob 
ſerved nothing in the motion towards freeing this country from 
the guilt, or Africa from the horror. The honourable Gen- 
tleman had pointed out ſome of the ſtatutes of the colonies, 
which had not been alluded to in the courſe of the preſent de- 
bate as bad ones, and compared them with reproachable ſta- 
tutes which ſtill remained a dead letter upon our ſtatute book. 
But to wliat did this tend, except to ſhew that there was not 
enough done in either caſe, and that more, for the ſecurity of 
the happinets of the people in both countries, ought to be ſpee- 
dily effected. The abolition, therefore, ſhould take place, 
becauſe the abolition did not go to aboliſh a bad law which re- 
mained a dead letter on a ſtatute book, but it went to aboliſh a 
cruel and abominable practice, for the repreſentation of which 
every reproachful epithet was inadequate. 
There were two topics he had to notice. One was, the in- 
rod the Houſe had received, that inſtructions had been 
ſent out from this country to the governors of the colonies _ 
| abroad not to ſuffer an abolition. In regard to which he had 
only to obſerve, that ſince it was by our laws the traffic was 
inſtituted, and by our ſhips and under our protection it was 
carried on, it was by ourlclves, and ourſelves only, it ſhould 
be ſupprefſed. The other point was partly new, growin 
from the war; he meant the preſent ſituation of the iflands, 
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whereby it was ſaid the minds of the negroes had been lately 
familiarized to new ſcenes of horror. He heard this with a 
hope that the planters were deſirous to ſtop the contagion, 


and the inference which he drew was, not that the planter 


might end-avour to diminiſh the diſtreſſes of the ſlaves, in 
order to render them more faithful and*obedient, but that he 
ſhould totally aboliſh the trade, in order to avoid the accu- 
mulation of force, and the occurrence of ſuch events as he 
might for ever have reaſon to deplore. Upon theſe grounds 
he decidedly objected to the motion, becaule he conſidered it 


io be only a ſubſtitute for an abolition, which in his opinion, 


was conſiſtent only with the 8 of this See or the 


ſafety of the iſlands. 


Lord Hawkeſbury declared the motion was in perfeck uni- 


ſon with his opinion; and if the Houſe would recollect, 


they would find that he always was for the abolition; but 


not for fixing a determined pericd. His feelings were to 


conſider it as a queſtion of practice, and to do all the good 


he practical) could. Every evil which had been long in 
Srowing up, ought to be gradually aboliſhed ; and by at- 
tempting ſudden reformations, greater evils would be likely 


to ariſe. 


Mr. V. Smith ſaid that, if he voted * the motion, he 


was not to be precluded from ſupporting the meaſure of a 


total abolition whenever it was brought forward. Mr. 


Smith thought there was a confuſion in the noble Lord's 
ideas reſpecting political and moral evil, and by not attend- 
ing to this diſtinction, his argument failed to apply. 

Sir Vm. Yeung ſpoke in anſwer to Mr. Smith. 


Lord Carysfort {poke againſt the Slave Trade and the mo- 


tion, and expreſſed his deſire for a total abolition. _ 
Mr. Secretary Dundas, in anſwer to his honourable friend, 
thought he would act badly if he did not countenance the 


motion. Without the conſent of the Colonial Aſſemblies, he 
conſidered any attempt at abolition to be idle and nugatory. 


He found himſelf brought into a ſatisfactory predicament by 
the motion, inaſmuch as it afforded him an opportunity to 


agree to a final abolition through the medium of a prudent 


and preliminary regulation. He conceived the legiſlature of 


this country might reſtrain a ſhip. from ſailing to the coaſt of 


Africa for flaves or elſewhere ; from Liverpool, becauſe 
Liverpool was a part of the country belonging to that legiſ- 


lature; but he did not think the legiſlature of Great-Britain 
could cxerciſe that authority at Jamaica, without making a 


breach 
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breach in the colonial connexion. Jamaica had often ap- 
plied in former times jor a regulation of the Slave Trade to 
this country and had been refuſed, and therefore if this coun- 
iry now was wiſer and deemed an abolition neceilary, it 


ought to allow that the colonies might be wiler alſo, and 
more able to judge of the propriety of ſuch a meaſure. The 


motion appeared to him to be a wiſe and ſalutary regulation, 


and as ſuch it received his hearty approbation. 


Mr. Dudley Ryder ſaid that his honourable friend, in the 


reſolutions he moved in the year 1792, had been of opinion 


that this country could not only prevent the colonies from 


carrying on the trade, but prevent ſhips of other powers 


trom approaching within a certain atitance of the iſlands. 
Mr. Ry der quoted the reſolutions to rove this aſſertion. He 


was for an immediate and total abolition. He moved an 


amendment to the motion, tO leave out tlic words, “ gradu— 
ally to diminith and ultimately to abolich,“ becauſe this was 


inſinuating that this propofition was to be a {ubſ{ittute for the 


other, and therefore he could not agree to it. He added, thar 


there were other words which he withed to be left out, but 


even in this ſtate he could not vote for the motion. 
Mr. Hawkins Browne ſeconded the amendment. 
Mr. Sewel ſupported the motioh. 
Mr. Fox declared his decided diſapprobation of the motion, 


as he conſidered it to be an indirect attempt to perpetuate the 
Slave Trade. The ſupport given to the motion by Mr. Dun- 


das was a ſufficient proof to him of its object, as that gentle- 
man had always oppofed the abolition. He hoped the pre- 


ſent Parliament would not be like the laſt, which on this 


ſubject had expoſed itſelf to the contempt of the country, In 


1791 it had voted againſt the abolition. In 1792, awed as it 
ought to be by the petitions of the people, it had voted for 
. the abolition ; but it never had fulfilled its reſolution. It 
was ſaid that France would carry on this trade if we dropped 


it. He thought otherwiſe , but whether they did or not, that 
was no a gument to this country. If they do, it will indeed 
be confirming the epithets of murderers, plunderers, &c. that 


have been uſed with regard to the French by the majority of 


the Houſe, for it is a trade of rapine, murder, and diſhoneſty. 


It had been ſaid that the flaves were moſtly thoſe condemned 
for crimes in their own country; but were not thoſe crimes 


chiefly ſuch as witchcraft, which no man in that Houſe re- 
garded as a crime, ſince they diſbelieved in it? He did not 


| like t to trult to the colonial | aflemblics, and he wiſhed that the 
Houſe | 
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Houſe of Commons would not neglect their duty, though 
the colonial aſſemblies did. Let the laws be made aboliſhing 
the Slave Trade, and there was no doubt they would be obey- 
ed. Let them be enforced as thole reſpecting the importa— 
tion of tobacco into this country, and there was no doubt 


they would be effectual. Ile did not think the Houſe was to 


be bound by former reſolutions in favour of the trade. If 


the Houſe re fotved to ſell themſelves to the devil, t! 2 mould 


_—_ ſuch relolutions. 

r. /ndham ſpoke in favour of the motion, as it was cal- 
Fact to aboliſh the Slave Trade, by ſuch 1 4s regula- 
tions as had formerly been recommended by his triend Nr. 


Burke. 


The amendment being negatived without a diviſion, the 


original motion was put, 


Hyes, py — — FOR | 69 
Noes, — — — 63 
e ity. > IS. : 


Mr. Pollen put off his motion on Peace from the next day, 
till Monday, at the requeſt of Mr. Piti. | | 
Agjourned at half paſt one 0 clock. 


— 


9 1 85 or LORDS. - 
 Fripay, Aprilg. 
The Biſhop of Chefter was ſworn, and took his ſeat. 
STANDING ORDERS. 


This buſineſs, related imply to a private bill now pend- 
ing before the Houle. 


Ie order of the day being read, for. ſummoning their 
| Lordſhips, 

Lord Auckland £7 and moved, that the Standing Order of 
the Houſe, No. 126, he read; hich; being done accord- 
ingly, by the clerk, it appeared to relate to Certain regula- 


tions necellary to be made with reſpect to eſtate bills, in order 
to entitle them to the concurrence of the Houſe ; and, his 
Lordſhip contended, that the ſaid order militated againſt cer- 


tain proviſions of the bill in queſtion, which was Salter's 

eltate bill. 
The Lord Chancellor 1 the woolfack ; ; and, 8 tak- 
ing a curſory. y view of the bill, avowed his opinion, that the 
- Proviſions 
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proviſions in queſtion did not militate againſt the Standing 
Order. 


The bill was then read a ſecond time, and ordered to the 
conſideration of a Committee. 


Adjourned till Monday. 
HOUSE OF COMMONS. 
Fripay, April 7. 


Mr. Bet preſented ſome farther communications between 
the Chancellor of the Exchequer and the Bank, which were 


ordered to lie on the table. 


The bill for regulating the aſſize of bread in i the City of 


London, was read a ſecond time, 


The conſideration of the Malmeſbury election petition Was 
put off till Thuriday, the 4th of May. 


The orders for the attendance of ſeveral gentlemen on 


Monday next (they not having been preſent : at the call of the 
e were ee 


| CORN EXPORTATION. K 
The order of the day for the third reading of the Corn 


vill, being read, 


Mr. Ryder ſaid, that in Gt of ſome obſervations 


which had fallen from a worthy baronet, when this ſubject 
was laſt diſcuſſed, on the impropriety of granting a bounty 
upon the exportation of grain, under the preſent circum- 
ſtances, he had thought it right to bring forward a clauſe to 


that effect. Parliament, during the exiſtence of the ſcarcity, , 
had thought proper to prevent exportation, and it might not 


be prudent at once, not. only to permit exportation, but to 


encourage it. The clauſe he had to propoſe was, to pre- 


vent any bounty being granted until the 5th of February 

next, by which time the ſtate of the,enſuing harveſt would 
be known. The clauſe was brought up and read a firſt time. 
A ſhort converſation then enſued. 


Mr. Allardyce oppoſed the motion. 
Mr. Whitbread obſerved, that the hon. 8 had cal- | 
culated from the low price of barley in Norfolk, where it 


was only 148. a quarter, but, in other counties it was at 198. 
and in London at 28s. Every gentleman muſt feel that the 
average price of corn ſhould be kept as low as poſſible; for 
if the price of one kind of grain roſe, that of all others would 

: xe allo. * heat had riſen 1 in price ee lince the 5 
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bill began to be debated in that Houſe. He would therefore 
ſupport the clauſe. | | | | 
Mr. Wilberforce was in favour of the clauſe. 515 
After a few words from Mr. Brandling, and from Mr. 
 Whithread, who ſaid he would move to leave barley out of the 
bill altogether, the clauſe was adopted. 
Mr. H/hitbread for the reaſons he had formerly ſtated, mov- 
ed, that the word © barley” ſhould be omitted. . 
Mr. Yorke was againit the motion, becauſe the general in- 
tereſt of the country, not the intereſt of any particular claſs, 
Was to be conſulte·. . 
Mr. Hiiſſey thought that it was improper to allow the ex- 
portation ſo early after the late ſcarcity. | 1 5 


Mr. Ihitbread contended, that the brewing buſineſs had 
lately been a loting buſineſs. He wiſhed as much as any man 
to promote the improvement of agriculture, and to encreaſe 
the quantity of grain raiſed. The intereſt of brewers and of 
the country was the ſame in this reſpect, but he thought the 
meaſure premature. | TE lg» 


Sir n. Fulteney was for the original clauſe. _ . 
Mr. Ce contended that barley ſhould not be excepted. 
Mr. Fox ſaid, that if barley was not comprehended in the 
bill, the bill would be good for nothing at all, and upon that 
ground he ſhould oppoſe the amendment. But he thought it 
would be better, in conſequence of the contrariety of opinions 
concerning it, that the further conſideration of the bill be 
put off for a few weeks longer, as there ſeemed to be no 
preſſure which required it to be paſſed immediately. He 
denied that there was any ſuch thing as a diſtin intereſt be- 
tween the farming and mercantile part of the country. 
The Chancellor of the Exchequer ſaid, there was no other 
queſtion to be determined at the preſent moment, concerning 
the ſubject before the Houſe, but whether the permanent 
and eſtabliſhed ſyſtem that had hitherto been acted upon with 
reſpect to the corn laws, ſhould be then adopted? Whether 
that ſyſtem was the beſt or not, could form no part of the 
_ diſcuſſion on that day; becauſe the formation of a new ſyſtem 
muſt be a work of conſiderable time and great deliberation. 
He ſhould think, therefore, that, in the firſt inſtance, the 
Houſe ought to return to the old permanent ſyſtem ; but at 
the ſame time he did not conceive ſuch a meaſure ſo urgent, 
that a delay of a few, weeks could be a matter of any conſe- 
quence either to the public or the parties intereſted in the 
bill; and as there appeared to be ſuch a yariety of opinions 
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555 WO ODFPALLS PARLIAMENTARY REPORTS. [Common's, 
and ſo many doubts concerning many parts of it, he certainly 


thought it would be better to poſtpone, than to preſs the de- 
cCiſion of it. He would therefore move, that the Preſent de- 


bate be adjourned to that day ſix weeks. 

Mr. Apitbread perſiſted in his amendment. 
Sir Vin. Pulteney thought the delay improper, as, in con- 
templation of this bill, grain had been fown and ng my 


pared throughout the country. 


Mr. York was againſt the motion. 


The Houſe divided. . 
5 | — . — 118 
22 „eri | : 60 


80 that the bill is put off. 
| BANK INDEMNITY BILE. 
The c order of the day for the further conſideration of the 


Bank bill being read, 
Mr. Fox rofe to propoſe the clauſe * had formerly men- 


tioned, which was to enable the Bank to pay in caſh ſuch 
part N proportions as they fhould think proper before the 
expiration of the act, upon their giving three days notice to 
the Speaker of the Houſe of Commons of their intention, 
which intimation was to be publiſhed in the London W | 


and (tuck up at the Royal Exchange. 
The Chancellor of the Exchequer ſaid, that the clauſe, i in its 


= prefent ſhape, went to impoſe a ſevere hardſhip upon the 
Bank. He was inclined to amend the clauſe by adding, 
that ſuch payments ſhould be made only out of ſuch caſh as 
had come into the Bank lnce the 26th F nee and at their 
diſp oſal. 

Mr. Habhſe \ was as againſt the cuſs. beckuls 5 thought it 

p might have the effect to delude the country. The finance 


Miniſter of the country had ſeized on the cheſt of the Bank ; 


public credit had received ſo deep a wound that it would not 
| recover. He thought there was no proſpect of the Bank 
beginning to pay in caſh before the expiration of the bill, it 


ever they could pay in cafh again at all. 


Mr. Fox ſaid, that the object of the clauſe was 246 * | 
1 Whether the Bank's refuſing to pay in caſh was the effect of 
the prohibition or of their own choice. He did not wiſfi to 
ulſe any harſh phraſe, but he thought there had been ſome- 
thing like a juggle between Government and the Bank, on 


hom the reſ onſibility ſhould fall. | 
who P * The 


WP 
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The Chancellor of the Exchequer ſaid, the clauſe would alter 
the whole object of the bill; he therefore moved an amend- 
ment that ſuch payments ſhould be from caſh accumulated 
in the Bank ſince the 26th of February, and at their diſ- 
eee e e e Fr 
a The clauſe was brought up and read a firſt and ſecond 
time. | 1 | £ 
Mr. V. Smith ſupported the clauſe. 3 
Mr. Huſſey diſapproved of the clauſe, as it enabled the 
Bank to pay partially. He was for them paying fully in 
caſh when they reſumed their operations. 1 
Mr. Samuel Thornton ſupported the amendment. 
Mr. Fox replied; after which the Houſe divided upon the 
amendment. % oo „ 


14 
br N 


Majority 2 


Upon a queſtion of the duration of the bill, . 
Sir W. Pulteney roſe to propoſe an amendment to the 
_©lauſe, by ſhortening the duration of the period when the 
operation of the bill was to ceaſe. He complained of the 
 anordinate influence which the Bank had obtained over 
the Executive Government, the manufactures, and com- 

_ mercial part of the community. If it oppoſed itſelf to the 

meaſures of Government, its power was, in his opinion, ſo 
dangerous as to controul the laws, and to prevent the con- 
tinuance of war, even in oppoſition to the ſentiments of 
the nation; on the other hand, its power was dangerous it 
In the hands of the Executive Government, and could make 
advances from time to time injurious to the real intereſts 
of the country. Sir William faid, that his ideas on the ſub- 
ject were not novel; he had entertained. them for the laſt 
_ twenty-five years, and his judgment was now fully con- 
Armed on this point, that the Government, argriculture, and 
commerce of the country, ought to be independent of the 

Bank of England. Sir W. Pulteney then entered into a 
. hiſtory of the bank from its firſt formation in 1694, and the 

ſteps which had produced the preſent monopoly it enjoyed. 
He denied that this monopoly was in contemplation at its 
original erection, but tated that it had been atterwards ex- 
torted from Government, by aſſiſting in the exigencies of 
the moment. Still it was granted upon this condition, that 
Government ſhould be at liberty, when. it thought fit, to 
4 | | A Ff 


S 


£60 ' WOODFALL'S PARLIAMENTARY REPORTS. [Commons, 
recall and deſtroy this monopoly. Sir William ſaid, that it 


was his opinion the conduct of the Bank of England had, 


in various inſtances, been injurious to the ſtate; and that the 


_ eſtabliſhment of another Bank was not only defjrable ſor the 
fake of the manufacturers, but alſo for the conſtitution of 


the country. He thought this a d- frable meaſure with a 


view of extricating the country from its thraldom ; and 
_ wiſhed the preſent monopoly of the Bank to be got rid of 
at the ſhorteſt poſſible period. He was perſuaded that if the 
Bank had no ſuch monopoly, it would proſper more, and 
the proprietors of Bank ſtock would ſhare larger dividends 
| than at preſent. On this plan, he wiſhed the continuance _ 
of the Bank as uſeful to the public, and that its Directors 
and officers might enjoy the ſame ſalaries as heretofore. The 

proſperity of the Bank of England, if merely a chartered. 


company, and its dividends, would encreaſe more than when 
it exiſted as a monopoly. It a new Bank ſhould be erected, 


he thought it ſhould be a part of its inſtitution, that it mould 


have no power to apply to Government to ſhield itſelf from 


the demands of its creditors. Such an inſtitution ought 


© 


not to be conſidered as in oppoſition, or a rival to the preſent 
Bank, but rather as beneficial in its operations to the Bank 
itſelf, by preventing ſimilar embarraſſments and diſtreſſes to 
that which the country now experienced. In no former 
ſituation, not even in the lait years of the American war, 
had the country ever been reduced to ſuch a ſituation as at 


preſent. Did Government, he aſked, ever make loans at 


terms lower than fifty? 1 he eſtabliſhment of another Bank, 
would, in his opinion, encteaſe the circulation of coin, and 
revive the credit and give anew ſpring to the commerce of 
the country, nor would it diminiſh the credit of the exiſting 
Bank of England, but rather ferve to aſſiſt and ſupport it; 


He thought it no good argument againſt the adoption of this 


plan, that the capitaliſts of the city would be afraid to enter 


into it, from the overgrown power and influence of the Bank 
of England ; for he could not ſuppoſe- that independent 


men would ever be ſubſervient to the views of ihe old Bank: 
It was diſgraceful to Miniſters, to ſuffer Government to be 
at the mercy of a corporate company, and it is what they 


ought to have reſiſted ſooner. He conſidered the preſent 


fall of ſtock to be greatly owing tothe power which the Bank 


of England had to diſtreſs the Executive Government, and 
which might eventually compel it to conclude an. ignomini- 
dus peace, Sir William Fahener concluded with moving 


In 


CNA Oo 
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an amendment to the clauſe which limitted the bill to the 
24th of June, by leaving out that period, and ſubſtituting 
the 6th of May. 55 
The Chancellor of the Exchequer ſaid this was not the pro- 
per time to diſcuſs the queſtion, whether, in order to the re- 
eſtabliſhment of public credit, the Bank of England ought 
to be ſupported, or a new Bank formed. He conſidered. 
therefore a great part of the {pecch of the worthy Baronet 
as conliſting of hints tarown out tor future conſideration, 
rather than as containing plans meant tor ſerious adoption. 
The ſimple queſtion at preſent was with regard to tne pe- 
riod of limitation propoled in the bill ; and in his 1dea, the 
period now propoſed was too hort to enable the Bank to 
reſume its operations, and therefore he ſhould not chooſe to 
fix an earlier period than that already ſtated in the bill, and 
which ge thought not too long to give the Bank the power 
and opportunity of re-eſt bliſhing its credit. He ſhould 
therefore oppoſe any alteration of the original term, and re- 
ſiſt the amendment offered by the honourable Baronet. 
Mr. Fox acknowledged that the right honourable Gen- 
tleman was right in aſſerting, that this was not the proper 
period to diſcuſs theplan ſuggeſted by the worthy Baronet, 
but fo far agreed with the worthy Baronet, that if the 
Bank could not, before a ſhort limited time, convert their 
paper into money, ſome plan ought to be adopted to 
bring caſh again into circulation. He profeſſed himſelf 
a friend, therefore, to the clauſe for ſhortening the duration 
of the bill, and promiſed to give it his ſupport. He ſuſ- 
_ pected it to be impoflible for the Bank to be upon the 
ſame footing as formerly; but at all events, he thought it 
better to limit the reſtriction to the 6th of May, than the 
24th of June, becauſe, although it were to reſume its former 
operations, according to the opinion of the right honourable 
Gentleman, the ſooner it did reſume them every party muſt | 
allow it to be the better; and if as he conceived it would 
not reſume thoſe operations without recovering its former 
credit, it would be nearer that point by reſuming them at a 
ſhorter than a longer period. But as this did not appear at 
all probable, the worthy Baronet then came with his plan, 
_ contending that if the Bank could not without a breach of 
faith reſume its opetations when there might be caſh enough 
to defray its demands, it might be neceflary to find others 
who can, in which opinion he perfectly agreed. He dif- 
fered on the principle of the plan however of the worthy 
Paronet, and he differed from him alſo on ſome of the points 
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in his argument, particularly where he repreſented the ad- 
vances from the Bank to Government to be leſs than they 
were in general believed to be. Notwithitanding this dit- 
ference of opinion however he gave his hearty aſſent to the 
clauſe for confining the duration of the bill to a ſhorter date. 
Mr. S. Thornton declared, that if the Bank was held in the 
thraldom of terror, as had been repreſented, it ought to be 
open immediately. For himſelf, he was only.a truſtee for 


the proprietors of the Bank, and fo far as his truſt was en- 
gaged, he averred that he endeavoured conſcientiouſly to 


diſcharge it. The honourable Baronet in alluding to the 
affairs of the Bank, had ſtated, that they were not adequate 
to their demands. This he denied, and proteſted, that what- 


ever might be the various opinions upon the preſent reſtrie- 
tion of ſpecie, that reſtriction did not rife from the opera- 
tions of the Bank itſelf, but from other cauſes which he was 


not at liberty to deſcribe, The worthy Baronet had com- 


plained of the diminution of coinage in late years, but he 
had not ſtated to what that diminution ought ſolely to be at- 
tributed. It was occaſioned by a proportionate fearcity of 
bullion in the country, which of courſe confined the coinage, 
In regard to the re-payment of the loan he differed from 
the worthy Baronet, becauſe that loan might be conſidered 
as correſpondent with unfunded debt, and every perſon 
knew that the more the floating debt was funded the cir- _ 
culating medium would circulate more widely. Beſides 
fome of the advances to Government were not revocable 


for years; the land tax, for inſtance, remained partly due 


for 1794, 1795, and 1796, whereas the money advanced 


by the Bank for commercial purpoſes returned every fix 


weeks or two months at fartheſt, As to the compact which 


Was faid to ſubſiſt between Government and the Bank, 


ne ſolemnly declared, that during the eight years in which 2 
he had been Sonne Sed with the Bank, he knew of no par- 


tiality whatever, and in regard to ſalaries, he declared with 


equal earneſtneſs, that in the courſe of that time he had con- 
ſtantly endeavoured faithfully to diſcharge his truſt without 


the leaſt, unfair emolument. 
The motion was then put,“ That 1 original words 


mould ſtand part of the bill ;' which was agreed to without a 
diviſion. The bill was then paſſed, and the Chancellor of 
the Exchequer deſired to carry the ſame to the Lords for their 


concurrence. 
The Iriſh dividend bill was F and the report 


ordered to be brought up on Monday, Adjourned to Monday. 


* 
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_ HOUSE OF LORDS. 
MonDpar, Apr 10. 


The Bank Indemnity Bill was read a firſt time. 
The Duke of Bedford, underſtanding that it was the inten- 
tion of their Lordſhips to adjourn that day for a fortnight, ſaid, 
that the firſt report of the Committee on the finances would 
be made immediately after the receſs. It was intended that it 
ſhould be made before Thurſday, if their Lordſhips had fat | 
till that day. 
On the motion of Lord Auckland their Lordſhips e 
to Monday the 4 Infant: 
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"own os COMMONS. 
Moxpay, April 10. 


The names of the defaulters in attending the Call of the 
Houſe were called over, and _ as ſent certificates of ill health 
were excuſed. e 1 
Mr. Bryan Ent gave notice that, en after the receſs, | 
he ſhould move for a repeal of the act of George II. which 

makes negroes perſonal aſſets ; as alſo for a repeal of the act for 
opening certain free ports in the Weft Indies. 

Colonel Porter moved for an account of the liſt of fees in the 

War Office, and an account of the ſervants in the army, 
which were ordered. | 


MOTION FOR PEACE. 


Mr. Pollen faid, I rife, Sir, in purſuance of the notice 
which | gave ſome time ago to offer a motion to the Houſe, 
which I thould have brought forward on the day appointed 
when that notice was firſt given, if I had not been induced by 
my reſpect for certain perſons in the confidence of Govern- 
ment, and my confideration for ſubjects deemed by them to be 
of more momentary importance, to defer it to a time of more 
convenience and leiſure. I therefore poſtponed it to this day. 
And now, Sir, when I view ſo many gentlemen about me, 
who have been in poſſeſſion of opportunities equal to my own, 
and at the fame time, Sir, command an experience and aid fo 
far ſuperior, I muft beg leave to throw myſelf upon your pa- 
tence and impartiality, and upon the candour of the Houſe in 
general, for an attentive hearing through a diſcuſſion of topics 
which nothing but a ſincere, though perhaps a miſtaken, idea 
of my duty could have urged me to attempt. However much 
abe talents and abilities of particular perſons, attached to diffe- 
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1 Tent parties, may excite my admiration and praiſe, I think J 


1 have ſometimes ſeen an abſorption of liberality, and a tendency | 
Ii to debate with an equal, though an oppotite degree of animoſity ; 
1 and ſKill, than a mutual conteſt for the attainment of the molt 
et beneficial objects, and an equal tendency tp the general good. f 
4 J have frequently, moreover, found a debate fo implicated _ 1 
11 with foreign matter, that it has even been difficult for vou, Ml 
l Sir, with your utmoſt aflidvity and apprehenſion, to purſue it = 
{ through all its mazes, and wind up its reiult. Theſe errors, 
| _ therefore, I will endeavour, as well as I am able, to rectify ; 
1 and while I try to make my ſtatements elèar, explicit, and 
8 conciſe, I will try to make the propoſition alſo, which J mean 
| to build upon theſe ſtatements, fo fair and reaſonable, that I 
may gain the approbation and ſupport of every one. I know, 4 
| Sir, that I may be told, this is the fortorp hope of a juvenile = 
It; and fanguine imagination. I know, alſo, that as ſome cen- at 
\& ture will of neceſſity be imputed by me upon thoſe in power, 
if 41 . that I may be told, it is eaſy for the empty hand to blame the 


prodigality of the full one. I am aware of the liability of the 
man who fits upon a barren rock, and beholds a veile] daſhed 
by the violence of the waves againſt it, to condemn the con- 
duct of the pilot; but | truſt J ſhall not contemplate the la- 
bours of any perſon ſtruggling with a ſtorm with fuch ſeverity, 
becauſe 1 may not chance to be expoſed to the difficulties of 
that ſtorm myſelf. I look upon the preſent as a time, Sir, 
when every heart ſhould glow with ardour, and every hand be 
ſtretched forth with active energy to ſave a ſinking State; and 
J conceive no perſon ought to blame the pilot before his con- 
| duct, and the difficulties he has had to contend with, be fairly 
EN and fully ſubmitted to their inveſtigation. So much, Sir, by 
1 way of preliminary obſervation, and now I ſhall proceed to the 
more accurate diſcuſſion of my fubject. e. 


* 


Having commenced the war in which we ſtill unfortunately 


< 
. .. — o - 


7 are engaged with a confederacy of the moſt powerful States in 

4 Europe, we have at length forced ourfelves into open hoſtili- 

. ties with foie, and receive a trifling aſſiſtance only from 

0 others, by the means of pecuniary compenfation, while the 

-H menace with which we threatened to invade the metropolis of 
KB France has been filenced by the vigorous power of the enemy, 
f and a dagger like our own is in return unſheathed againſt us. 


To counterbalance theſe alarms, however, much figurative 
language has been uſed to paint to us the ſufferings of the ene- 
my. But ſurely, Sir, if the people of France do ſuffer, as 
they muſt from all the accumulating miſeries of war, the peo- 
ple of France muſt pant for peace, in proportion to their ſuffer- 
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ings, as cat peſtly as the inhabitants of England. Why then, 
it may be aſked, do they not come before the bar of the Direc- 
tory, and in one general prevailing voice demand it? The 
reafon, Sir, in my poor mind, is thort and ſatisfactory. It is 
becauſe the people of France eicher do of themſelves believe, 
or have, by wilful and induſtrious mifrepreſentation, been 
taught to believe, that the continuance of the war, and with 
it the continuance of all their horrible calamities, depends en- 


tirely on the ambition and the tyranny of Great Britain. The 


deduction from this ſtatement, then, may be reſolved in one 
ſhort queſtion : Is England, the ſovereign ot the fea, the pa- 


rent of commerce, the arbiter of the arts, the bright example 


of liberality, to be branded with ſo vile a name as the Fomen- 
ter of 1Difgord? No: it the people of France have formed a 
wrong judgment of our moderation, let their judgment be im- 


mediate ly corrected. Or if they have been deluded with falſe 


and ſelt- intereſted miſrepreſentations, let them be informed 


with accuracy of our peaceable intentions, and drive the baſe 


uſurpers from their ſeats. This information is at this crifis 


more neceflary, becauſe the ſafety, and not only the ſafety, 
but the very exiſtence of the country depend upon its com- 


merce, and its public credit, which is the only baſis of its 


commerce. Theſe have already been ſuaken to their founda- 
tions, and nothing but a peace can reſtore them. It may be 


ſaid, however, that the temper of the French is not yet ſufficiently 


tranquillized for ſuch a defirable event. If any of the gentle- 


men who formerly urged fuch doctrines, or now profels thele 
opinions, ſhould ſtil} declare them, in anſwer to thoſe gentle- 


men, I would ſay, are we to be laid under all the burdens 


which the war impoſes, and endure thoſe evils which the war 


infficts, until we have tranquillized their temper by gratiſying 


their ambition with a ſti]! greater extent of power, or until we 


have poſitively overturned their preſent ſyſtem of government, 
and eſtabliſhed a new one, with the riſque, if not the loſs, of 


every thing that is dear and valuable to ourſelves? If this pre- 
poſterous idea is to be indulged, let us turn our attention to 
the ſpeeches delivered in the Council of Five Hundred, by 
Dupont Nemours, and Dumoulard, for peace, which ſpeeches 
were received with enthuſiaſtic approbaticn, and then decide 
whether the temper of the people be not ſufficiently tranquil 
lized to maintain the relations of peace and amity with taith 


and honour, It is a well known fact, as far as the atteſta tion 


of public and concurrent teſtimonies can prove it, that when 
the news arrived in France of the felons debarked in Wales, a 
majority did demand the reaſons of the Directory for that de- 


Vor. II. 1797. 4.Q- barkation, 
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barkation, and the pretended obſtinacy_of the Engliſh in the 


_ proſecution of the war, was ſtill conſidered to be a latisfactory 


cauſe for more diſtreſſing meaſures. Now I wiſh to have it 


aſcertained, whether the people of England will ſubmit to be 


conſidered as the cauſes of ſuch diſtreſſes. If any obieCtion be 
made to my bringing forward any motion, for interfering with 


the operations of the Executive Government towards the at- 


tainment of a peace, I know it may be urged, that I was one 


of thoſe who voted for the Adureſs to his Majeſty upon the 


failure of the late negociation ; and I am aware it may be ſaid, 
that I therefore act inconliſtently on the preſent occaſion. In 


anſwer to that obſervation I have two points to ſtate, which 
will, T hope, prevail in my excuſe. Firſt, at that time, 1 
| placed an unreſerved confidence in Miniſters, 1 believed that 


they had earneſtly and {incerely endeavoured to produce a peace 


; upon ſuch terms as might be reaſonably conſented to by every 


party; and ſuppoſing they had failed unwillingly on their part 


in the negociation, I till believed them able and deſirous to 


accompliſh that object: and if I had not ſuppoſed them ſincere 


in their negociation, 1 think I ſhould have ſacrificed ſome lit- 


tle diſappointment to my prejudices in their favour. The other, 


and the moſt material point, Sir, is, the Bank had not ſtopped 
payment: There is an immenſe difference between the influ- 
ence or opulence and want; between a ſettled credit and ſuſ- 
picion ! The change of affairs ſince then have cauſed a change 
in many; and I may well be pardoned, I truſt, for falling un- 
der that fatal influence. Beſides, Sir, when [ look into the 


diſmal catalogue of miſeries incidental to the war; when I fee 


my brothers dy ing in the putrid urns of weſtern peſtilence, and 


behold the mangled body of my friend, is it not common to 


humanity to mourn their ſufferings, and blame the cauſe ! 
Mr. Pollen ſaid, it had been ſtated in this country, and, in- 
deed, in that Houle, that the negociation had been broken off 
from the inſulting proceedings and exorbitant demands of the 
French. On the contrary, the ſame was ſtated on their part 
with regard to this country. He by no means intended to give 
it as his own opinion, that what was alledged by the Executive 
Directory of France on this head was juſt or true. He didnot 


even mean to give it as his opinion, that what he was about to 
allude to was really official, and came from the Directory, but 


he hoped he ſhould be ailowed to read, as part of his ſpeech, 
an extract from the Redadteur of Deceinber 24, three days af- 
ter the departure of Lord Malmeſbury, which was in general 


ſuppoſed to be an official paper, and which contained particu- 


Jar Brikures on the breaking off of the DO „ h to 
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After having lightly paſſed over the intereſts of Spa 
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him appeared highly intereſting, as, if they were falſe, he 
thought it would be neceſſary they thould be thewn to be fo. 
It was not his intention either to throw the lighteſt degree of 
blame or cenſure upon the manner in which the breaking off 
of the negociation had been communicated in this country. 
His only aim was to thew the face which the French Direc- 


| tory, or thoſe employed by them, actually put upon that tranſ- 


action, and the inferences they drew from it, againſt the ſin- 
cerity and real intentions of his Majeſty's Miniſters in favour 
of that peace which they affected to be anxious and deſirous to 
obtain. Mr. Pollen obſerved, that there were only two notes 


delivered by the Miniſter of the French, on the part of the 


Executive Directory; and that, in conſequence of theſe, a 
great many of the French Journals had been filled with every 


| ſpecies of inſult and opprobrium on the conduct of the Executive 
Government. Three days after the departure of Lord Malmeſ- 


bury, there were publiſhed in the official paper called the Re- 
dacteur “ Obſervations upon the Diſmiſſal of Lord Malmeſbury,” 
an extract from which he held in his hand, and which he had 
taken from Monſ. Peltier's pamphlet, in which it had been 


introduced. He aſſured the Hovie it was a literal tranſlation, 


and in ſubſtance was as ncar as we can recollect to the follow- 


ing purport: 


EXTRACT READ AS PART OF THE SPEECH. 
« The French Directory ſtate their own eagerneſs for Peace; but that the 


ſame anxiety was not ſhewn on the part of Lord M-Ineſbury. After enumerating 


His various delays, they ſtate, that his Lordſhip had tigned his two memorials 3 
they ſay a flight review of their contents muſt make cve:y Frenchman partake of 


| the indignation with which the DireQory conſidered them, and muſt make them 
ſee the neceſſity of ſending away the man who dared to propoſe them. 


e England therein dictates in the firſt place, that reſtitution thall be made to 
his Majeſty the Emperor and King, of all his dominions, on the ſame footing as be- 


fore the war. 


« England then proceeds imperiouſly to violate the treaties made with the 
greater part of the Princes of Germany. Theſe treaties are of no eſteem in the eyes 
of England, it is only with his Imperial Majeſty that France can conclude them. 


It is on his Imperial Majeſty that the Engliſh Government would have the Peace 


depend, which the Republic has granted to the pow 
tached themſelves from the coalition. | | | 

he evacuation of Italy is then propoſed by England. We muſt abandon cis 
devant Savoy and the county of Nice, We muſt u e with reſpect to the inhabitants of 
thoſe countries the ſame perfidy as towards the ancient Belgians ! 

© To theſe clauſes, avowedly infamous, ſucceed clauſes which conceal with a 
little more care the diſgrace with which the Engliſh government would wiſh to 
cover us. | 

It reſerves to the Court of St. Peterſburgh the full and unlimited privilege of 
entering into the negociation when it ſhall think proper. Portugal next appears 
in the plan of his Lordſhip, and he propoſes by the memorial that in the treaty 


wo neg every burthenſome condition on both ſides ſhall be put out of the 
queſtion. | 


ers of Germany who have de- 


in, to whom he ſuppoſes 
4Qz | there 


— 


663 WOODFALL'S PARLIAMENTARY REPORTS. 


— 


country. 


[Cormmons, 


there is no indemnity due, he ſpeaks of Holland, and his pretenſions in this reſpect 


are bordering upon madneſs. 

% According to them the French Republic ought to traffic with Batavian 
liberty. We mutt reſtore the Stadtholderſhip to Holland. France muſt abandon 
this Republic, a friend to the new Revolution, and trampling under foot the moſt 
ſacred agreements, and violating without ſhame the faith of treaties, muſt bring 


upon that nation all the horrors which would accompany the revival of the Orange 


government. 

« And w bat would be the reward of this e Would not one "naturally ſup- 
poſe that England would offer in return to reſtore that which ſhe obtained from 
Holland by treaſon? Would not one ſuppoſe that ſhe would to this offer an indem- 
nity to be hereafter agreed upon? No! She merely offers the reſtitution of a part 
of that which ſhe does not bluſh to call a conqueſt. She announces her intention 
to keep the Cape and the iſſand of Ceylon, in order to preſerve the balance of 


 Extope, a balance, which, according to her ſenſe of it, conſiſts in her having every 
thing, and the other powers nothing. 
« Lord Malmeſbury laſtly deſires if the French will not conſent to deliver up 


Holland, that they thould then give to the Emperor and King, all that which Hol- 
land has "coded to France by treaty. . 
« Behold the conditions of Peace of the noble Lord ! They PA” doubtleſ: be con- 


ſidered by every man whoſe heart is not ſhut to the love of his country, and by 
_ every man who reſpects the laws, and the faith due to treaties, as the call to war. 
It is diſgrace and perfidy which the Englith propoſe to us. It is the virlation of 


our conſtitution, and of our good faith, It is the deſtruction of our principles; 


the reſtoration of emigrants; the reſtitution of their eſtates; the counter-revolu- 
tion, anarchy, and civil war, Theſe are the evils—theſe are the miſe:ies—theſe 


are the united crimes which they propoſe to us, under the Wn of a demand 


| tor Peace.“ 


« T have only to add,” ſays he, « that I have merely ad- 
duced theſe ſtatements as a proof that the French nation does 
believe we are the ſole cauſes of the proſecution of the war, 


and we ought to know whether theſe ſtatements are founded 
upon fact. Becauſe then it becomes this Houſe, his Majeſty, 
and each of us individually as repreſentatives of the people 
of England, to iſſue a counter declaration, in order that the 
diſtreſs of millions may not any longer be attributed to a miſ- 
taken or miſrepreſented cauſe. For this purpoſe I call on 
the friends of adminiſtration to defend it againſt the miſre- 


preſentations of the Directory, if ſuch they be, and J call 


upon gentlemen on the oppoſite ſide not to defend admi- 


niſtration, becauſe that I do not expect, but to defend their 
Upon theſe grounds, if my expectations be true, 
which | conteſs may be the reſult of juvenile warmth. 1 
hope both ſides will co-operate in the ſupport of the motion 
I propoſe to offer, that no part of Europe, or the civilized 
World may ſay, Englan4 has done thoſe things to prolong the 
miſeries of war which ſhe ſhould not. 1 therefore think it 
my duty, Sir, to move, 


. That an humble aldreſs be preſented | to his Majeſty, Qating, that it appears . 


10 this llouſe, upon mature Fork deration of the abrupt failure of the late negocia- 
4 | tian 
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tion for Peace with France, that the gracious and benign intentions of his Majeſty 
had either been miſconceived by the French DireQory and the French nation, or 
that they had been ii explained to the French people; and humbly praying that 
his Majeſty would, without delay, be graciouſly pleaſed to adopt ſuch ſpeedy 
fl meaſures as may to his wiſdom and judgment ſcem likely to be efficacious to re- 
1 move every miſconception or miſrepreſentation which may have been entertained 
Bt by the Directory or the F rench nation, relative to tlie goodneſs and ſincerity of the 
intentions by which his Majeſty was actuated to produce a fair and nonourable 
| Peace.“ N ee „ 1 : 
* The motion being ſeconded by Sir Z2bn Macpherſon, 
= Major £E!ford role, and gave a decided negative to the mo- 
tion. | - 1 | 
The Chancellor of the Exchequer ſaid, When I conſider 
the motion of the honourable gentleman, when I advert to 
the arguments which he has adduced in ſupport of his mo- 
tion, and when I obſerve the terms ot the motion itſelf, and 
compare thera with the ſituation of the country at the mo- 
ment when that motion is brought forward, it will only be 
neceſſary for me, Sir, to trouble you and the Houſe with a 
few words, to ſhew that no practical benefit whatever can 
ariſe cither from the motion itſelf or from the arguments by 
which it is ſupported. To notice thoſe arguments, how- 
ever, which I thall do but briefly, | have ro obſerve, that the 
bon. gentleman firſt began with what no man would diſpute, 
a lamentation of the evils incurred by war. The evils of 
war, however, conſtitute a topic which has often been ex- 
patiated upon, and which is eafily diſcuſſed ; and until the 
hon. gentleman has either found a remedy for theſe evils by 
new modelling human nature, by conducting human affairs 
15 in a different mode from what they are at preſent, or by ſug- 
ot _. g<{ting ſome practicable ſyſtem by which wars may in future 
7 be totally and effectually excluded, I am apprehenſive the 
diſtreſſes and calamities of war, as they always have exiſted, 
will exiſt to the end of time. If the war was undertaken or 
conducted upon principles of aggrandizement, or motives of 
ambition, the hon. gentleman might have dwelt upon the 
miſeries which it has inflicted with more propriety ; but as 
no war in a well regulated nation can be undertaken, I truſt, 
before the cauſes and the conſequences of it be well con- 
ſidered, and as it will then be undertaken only I conceive 
upon the beſt and moſt uualterable principles of juſtice, 
policy, and felt defence, ſuch arguments tend to no practical 
benefit, but.on the contrary they pervert the advantages they 
labour 


650 WOODFALL'S PARLIAMENTARY REPORTS. | [Commoxs, 
labour to promote, while the lamentation over the misfor- 
tunes they partly produce, weakens the energy which might 5 


otherwiſe reſiſt them. Every evil of war is or ought to be, 


viewed on the compariſon of two alternatives; and the wiſeſt 
and moſt ſerviceable mode of endeavouring to prevent the 


accumulation of them, would be by entering firſt into a fair 


and impartial inveſtigation of their cauſes, and enquiring 
»rhether the immediate evil was ſmaller and preferable to 
the more remote, and whether the meeting of a compara- 
tively light and preſent danger would obviate and fruſtrate a 


ſeverer calamity in future. Without ſuch a compariſon a 
weak and fruitleſs lamentation over the misfortunes inci- 


dental to a ſituation of diſtreſs and difficulty, are enough to 
over-rule any exertions of any country, however innocent t that ö 
country, however juſtifiable and neceſſary its exertions may 


be. The hon. Gentleman next came to the diſcuſſion of the 


change in the fituation of this country tince the return of Lord 
Malmeſbury from Paris, aftcr his abrupt diſmiſſion, and the re- 


jection of the offers which he made to negociate for peace. 


And here, Sir, I muſt beg leave to tell the Honourable Gen- 
tleman, that whatever might be his degree of feeling at the 
proſpect of peace, during the negociation of that noble Lord, 
in which I hope and truſt the Houle and the country will be- 


lieve me to be ſincere in ſaying, my degree of feeling in the 


proſpect of a peace could not be leſs ardent or ſanguine than 
his; that a peace does not depend upon the earneſtneſs of your 
deſires for it; nor does it depend upon any previous declarations 
of this Houſe, which, in my opinion, are rather apt to fruf- 
trate than accelerate the object you ſolicit; but it depends upon 


the free but reaſonable operations of the Executive Govern- 


ment, the diſpoſition of the enemy, and the general poſture of 
affairs, combined with various other circumſtances too nume- 


rous and too complex to detail. The third part of the honour- 
able Gentleman's arguments I underſtand to be grounded, not 


upon the ſtatement of an opinion of his own, that the Execu- 
tive Government of this country manifeſted inſincerity in the 
Negociat! on; not grounded upon any opinion oſ his own, that 


the terms propoſed by this country as the grounds for peace 


were inadequate or unjuſt; not grounded upon any opinion 
of his own, that all or any of theſe difficulties could not be 
obviated ; nor did he profeſs to ſtate, that he concurred with 
the majority of the people in this country in the opinion, 
that the demands of the enemy were exorbitant and unjuſt, 


but | 
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but he alledges that he has reaſon to ſuppoſe, that ſuffering 
as the French people muſt do under the inevitable horrors of 


war, they mult earneſtly and anxioully delire peace, and on 
that ground, he ailumes that a few paragraphs which ap- 
peared fo long ago as the 24th of December in a French 


paper, tending to > ſhake off the odium of the breach of the 


Jate negociation for peace, and throw it on this country, 


muſt have been an olficial manifeſto, and publiſhed upon 


eſpecial authority. It is true the hon. gentleman does not 
{tate that he is perfectly ſatisfied of the authenticity of the 


ſtatements in that paper. but he thinks them ſufficiently au- 
thentic and juſtifiable for calling in queſtion the fincerity of 


the Executive Government of this country in the late ne- 
gociation; and he furthermore thinks that ſomething ought 


immediately to be attempted, to do away any impreſſion 


which the itatements of that paper might have on the opi- 
nions of the people i in France, and Europe in general, to re- 


fute the effects of any argument which might inſidiouſſy be 


urged to miſrepreſent the | lincerity of our delires for a peace, 
and to ſatisfy the people of France and the Directory, in 


caſe they had miſtaken our intentions, as he is in ſome de- 


gree at lealt inclined to imagine, that we meant ſeriouſly, 


and ſincerely to obtain a peace if poliible, on fair and rea- 


ſonable terms. Now, Sir, let us examine upon what ſolid 
and practicable principle this Houle is invited to adopt 2 
mode of proceeding fo novel and extraordinary, and as I con- 


ceive conducive to no good effect. It is invited, you will 


pleaſe to obſerve, not upon any given authority that the ſtate- 


ments are actually true, or that they are actually official ; not 


upon any clear aud explicit meaſure propoſed, whence any 
real and permanent advantage can be derived; not upon any 
ſolid declaration that ſpeciiic terms of negociation on the 


part of the enemy either have been or will be offered ; but it 


1s invited upon a deduQion of probable or conceivable tacts, 


and from an uncertain inference of probable or conceivable 
facts, it ſeems it may be deſirous to addreſs his Majeſty to 


adopt ſuch meaſures as may tend to refute thoſe arguments 
if they have been miſtaken, or to rectify them if they have 
been miſrepreſented. It is impoſſible for any one not to 
perceive that the honourable gentleman, by quoting from 


the paper he has referred to, has been miſrepreſenting 


the Whole proceedings of the late negociation, for by paſ- 


ſing over ſome circumſtances and by perverting others, he 
has interred that the Directory were conſcious it they pub. 
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liſhed that declaration, conſidering it as the honourable gen- 


tleman had conſidered it, to be the true ſtate of the caſe, 
| that the Miniſters of this country could not afterwards ap- 
peal to the judgment of their own countrymen, That the 


Directory had miſrepreſented the intentions and the terms of 
this country, were evident; and after treating the overtures 
as they did, it would ſurely be a very fingular ground for 


Parliament to ground any parliamentary proceeding upon, 


and thereby expoſe the nation to an additional inſult. But 


above all, it would be ſingular by a manifeſto to refute a de- 


claration which it had no authority to prove official, and de- 


_ clare at the fame time a mode to encourage the enemy to de- ; 


feat the very practical meaſures which it adopted to reſtore 
tranquillity. If any means can be found for reſtoring tran- 
quillity upon a permanent, ſafe, and honourabte baſis, | truſt 
that J am not only ſenſible of my duty to do it, but I likewiſe 


truſt that I am alſo impreſſed with a fincere and earneſt idea 


of carrying that ſenſe of duty into execution. If then, upon 


minute inveſtigation, or upon ſubſequent enquiry, it ſhall | 


appear that no practicable meaſure for obtaining a ſpeedy 
and honourable Peace upon a permanent and ſolid baſis has 


been omitted; if it ſhall appear that the Miniſters of this 
country have neglected no opportunity to treat with the 
enemy, without betraying how they might tend to raiſe the 

hopes or demands of that enemy, or proceeding i in ſuch 2 


manner as might tend to ſhake the good faith and fortitude 


of our allies ; if it ſhould appear, that no additional chance 
kor negociation remains to be uſed, but what has been al- 


ready uſed, or that no mode is likely to be more ſucceſsſul 
than what has been already adopted; if it ſhall appear that 
the ſucceſs of a negociation does not depend ſo much on what 


is ſaid as what is done; that it is not dependent upon argu- 
ment but meaſures ; if upon enquiry it ſhould be found that 


the conduct of the Executive Government of this country 
has been ſo clear, that any attempt to impeach it muſt prove 


_ IineffeQtual ; if it ſhall be found that Miniſters, however ſub- 


ject to miſrepreſentation in the opinion of the hon. gentle- 
man, they may be, have not only already performed the 


| Whole of what his motion would propoſe, but even gone be- 
yond the direct terms of his addreſs ; then, Sir, I truſt that 
| both the Houſe and country will agree with me, that if the 


hon. gentleman be neither prepared by his argument nor his 


ſpecific motion to do ſo much as government is prepared to 
| do, that the one would be ſuperfluous, and the other danger- 


ous. 
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ous. What may be the fituation of this country, Sir, I can- 
: not determine; and where we have experienced fo many diſ- 
appointments, and ſo much injuftice, I cannot be fanguine 
By enough to point out the preciſe eflects of any endeavour on the 
4 part of this country towards the attainment of peace. But. thus 
{ far 1 may be permitted to ſtate : the proſpect of a ſpeedy and 
i honourable peace, upon a permanent and folid baſis, depends 
3 upon a conduct of the Houſe entirely the reverſe of the encou- 
4 ragement which would be given to the enemy by the arguments 


and motion. of the honourable Gentleman; ſince it is evident 
that we ought not earneſtly to with for, or ſhew, a deſire for 


Y peace beyond the limits of our hopes for gratifying that deſire } 
1 with honour and permanent ſafety. | | i 


Such, Sir, are my feelings! Such have been the feelings 
of this Houſe! Such ever have been the feelings of Engliſh- 
men; and ſuch 1 truſt they will be to the end of time, that 
the proſpe& of their defires is within their reach, without 
which peace is nothing but a deluſion. There may be a 
chance for making overtures of peace which the Executive 
Government only know how to come at, and cannot conve- 
niently divulge. Break. down that pling by an imprudent 
and haſty ſtep, and without adſling to the dignity of Parlia= 
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ment, the whole plan of your benefit is ſhaken, and you are 4 
4 laying a ground for additional inſult. If at this very moment 1 
i an actual negociation be depending, it muſt be evident to every | 
585 one that this is the moment, above all, in which the honour- 4 
1 able Gentleman ſhould moſt ſtudy to avoid giving any inſtance 9 
IP) of interruption, or any opportunity to the enemy of evading _ 1 
Ws. your propoſals. In regard to the Bank, the honourable Gen- 1 
3 tleman will fee it is impoffible for me to enter into any detail 1 
| | at this critical ſituation of affairs; for we are now molt in the A 
: {ituation to be careful by our exertions to diſappoint the avowed U 
YT policy of the enemy, who have been ever vigilant and active 1 
5 in ſeizing every opportunity to diſunite the allies, Though I“ i 
* do not chuſe to enter into any detail, I have, however, no i 
3 difficulty to ſatisfy the honourable Gentleman, by declaring, i 
a” that the plan concerted by Miniſters ſecures more than his {4 
Ys motion points at. In contequence of a communication from 1 
. the Court of Vienna of an overture received from France for a 1 
1 ſeparate negociation, which [ have before alluded to in this i 
oh Houſe, and of a determination expreſſed by our faithful ally 4 
bo the Emperor not to enter into any negociation for peace, ul 
*%* without the conſent of his Britannic Majeſty, ſteps have it 
Re ſince been taken in this country, in order, if poſfible, to make 
* ule of that opportunity for a renewal of a joint negociation. 
3 Vor. II. 1797. 4 R VFA 
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674 WOODFALL'S PARLIAMENTARY REPORTS. [Commons, 
And I have no difficulty in ſaying, that ſuch have been the 
ſteps, and ſuch the conduct upon this decaſion, that his Ma- 
jeſty has determined to ſend a perſon of confidence to Vienna, 
with ſuch inſtructions as appear moſt likely to forward the ob- 
ject of pacification, in concert with his Majeſty's allies. Fur- 
that than this I cannot ſtate. But comparing this with the 

arguments and motion of the honourable Gentlemen, and 
keeping in mind that we ought now to be molt cautious how 
we give the enemy an opportunity to diſunite our alliance, | 

truſt it will not be neceſſary for me to do more than to ſay, 
that the object in view by the honourable Gentleman! 8 motion : 
has already been promote. 

Colonel Porter obſerved, that after fo repentedly heating the 
declamations of gentlemen on the oppolite {ide of the Houſe 
in favour of the flouriſhing ſtate of commerce, and looking in- 
to the diſtreſſed ſituation of the country, of which nothing 
could give a more lamentable proof than that every one depart- 
ment of Government was in debt, he could on no account 
agree to repoſe any confidence whatever in his Majeſty's Mi- 
niſters. He was free to declare, that he did not in his con- 
| ſcience believe that the declaration made by the right honour- 


able Gentleman, which mentioned a negociation to be imme- 


diately entered on in conjunction with the Emperor, was to 
be relied on by the Houſe, He would therefore ſupport his 
honourable friend's motion, as he was convinced it could pro- 
duce no poſhble harm, and might eventually prove highly ad- 
vantageous to the country. 

Mr. Aeldington, before he led his 3 wiſhed 
to atcerttain whether the honourable mover, after what had 
| fallen, was inclined to withdraw his motion. 

Mr. Pollen ſaid, he had only heard arguments o on one fide, 
and ſhould certainly wiſh to hear the ſubject diſcuſſed on both. 

Mr. Addington ſaid, that he had flattered himſelf that, after 
what had fallen during the debate, the honourable Gentleman : 
would have been induced to withdraw his motion; but as that 


was not the caſe, he ſhould trouble the Houſe with a few ob- 


ſervations. It had been frequently obſerved in that Houſe, 
that in times like the preſent, full of difficulty and danger, it 

vas the duty of every man to ſpeak his ſentiments out fully 
and boldly. He perfectly agreed in that opinion; and if he had 
delivered his ſentiments upon the various motions for peace 
that had been from time to time made, he fhould have ſtated, 
without diſguiſe, his opinion of their dangerous tendency. 
The firmnels which had been evinced by the N a i 

ouſe 
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Houſe had been conſpicuous, and he truſted it would continue, 


for upon that firmneſs the ſafety of the country, in his opinion, 


depended, The honourable Gentleman had gr ounded his mo- 


tion upon the ſtatements which appeared in a French paper, 
whether with or without the authority of the Directory had 
not been ſtated. With reſpect to the two grounds contained 
in that paper, viz. our being the cauſe of the war, and the 
inſincerity of the Britiſh Government in its propoſals tor peace, 
he begred to ſay a few words. In the year 1792 this country 
enjoyed a ſtate of proſperity almoſt unparalleled; our com- 


merce, our manufactures, were at the higheſt pitch of prof- 


perity, and there could be no doubt that, under thoſe circum- 
ſtances, there could be no man in the country who was more 
_ intereſted for the preſervation of peace than the Chancellor of 
the Exchequer, becaule the interruption of peace mult tend to 


fruſtrate the financial arrangements in which he was fo anx1- | 


ouſly and fo ſucceſsfully employed. The unwillingnets of 
Miniſters to interfere in the conteſt, and their determination 


to preſerve peace, was moſt incontrovertibly maniteſted, in the 


month of May in that year, by their making a very material 
reduction in the naval and military eſtabliſhments. But there 
were ſome important events that year which muſt have made 
a ſtrong impreſſion upon the Britiſh Government. The de- 
feats of the Pruſſian army, and the events of the 1oth of Au- 
guſt, were not ſufficient to induce Miniſters to alter their ſyſ- 
tem; but after the battle of Jemappe, when the empire was 
threatened, and after the famous decree relative to the Scheldt, 
they could no longer conſider themſelves as indifferent ſpecta- 
tors, but began to prepare for what might happen, The con- 
vention placing great confidence in the Jeckarationn of the Ja- 
cobin ſocieties in this country (and, in his opinion, every man 
who ſigned them acted traitoroufly to his country), declared 
war againſt Great Britain. This war had now continued for 
four years; and he would do the gentlemen on the other ſide 
of the Houſe the juſtice to ſay, that if they were really of opinion 
that the Government of this country ould have avoided the 


war, or had rejected any fair opportunities of procuring peace, 


they were conliſtent in their conduct; for they regularly every 


ſeffion brought forward motions expfeſnde of theſe ſentiments. 


It had been ſtated, and with triumph, that we were now forced 
to adopt that very conduct which we formerly rejected; but 
He begged to aſk gentlemen, whether there was no difference 
between the preſent Government of France and thoſe which 
exiſted when many of thoſe motions were made? Was France 
now What France was then? At the period when the right 
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[ Commons, 
| honourable Gentle man oppoſite brought forward one of his 
motions for peace, the Gon of Robeſpierre prevailed ; within 
ſix weeks after the motion was negatived that faction ceaſed to 


exiſt. duppoſe, for a EO nt, that the Houſe lad adopted 
the motion, and that Miniſters had at trempied and ſucceeded in 
a negociation, the reſult muſt either have proved favourable c 

unfavoutzble; If the latter had been the caſe, who u Is ere 
among the Miniſter's friends that would Have veiured to de- 


fend him? 


faction repealed every one act of his reign. 
fidence of peace, we had repealed the Alien Bill? 
ſequence would have been, that we ſhould have exchanged a 
foreign conteſt for a civil war; and we ſhould : gain have been 
forced into a war with France. 
ed to him, that the deciſion of the Houle in ej. Cting that mo- 
tion was founded! in wiſdom and policy. Ancther honourable 

Gentleman brought forward a motion for peace at a period at 
no great diſtance from the former, It was brought forward 
ſoon after the Convention had declared, that they would inake 
peace with thoſe powers who were not aggreſſors in the war; 

that they would make peace with Holland, but not with Eng— 


land. It was then that they avowed that horrid principle, that 
ght, to be violated. This 


treaties might, and ſometimes on 
was firſt broached by M. Briſſot. 


for the ſecond motion for peace. 


© 
This was the period choſen 


the following circumſtances: either when both parties are tired 


out by the war, and ſeek an opportunity of making their paci- 0 


fic ſentiments known to each other; or where 9 party was 


ſo completely beaten as to be obliged to ſue for peace. Pe 
our reſources were. 


{truſted we were not in the latter Gama 
not ſo exhauſted that we mutt beg for peace. Ne deſired to 
know by what one act of the Convention, or any of the go- 
verning powers of France, any diſpoſition for peace had been 


ſhewn, from Barrere, Robeſpierre, Tallien, or the Directory? 
During that which was called the moderate period, after the 


deſtruction of Robeſpierre, many perſons entertained ſtrong 
hopes that they would manifeſt a deſire for peace. He never 
_ entertained ſuch an opinion, and was not diſappointed ; for 


the fame ſyſtem of reſentment was diſplayed againſt tus 


country. | 


V/hen the ſeparate peace was made with Pruſſia, the Re- 


porter ſtared to the e that Wer had made a ſeparate 


It it had terminated in a peace, he contended the 
conſequences would have been ſtill worſe, for the ſucceeding. 
W hat, then, | 
would have been the fituation of this country, if, in the con- 
The con- 


Upon theſe grounds it appear- 


Peace was ſeldom made be- 
tween two belligerent powers, except under one or other of 


peace, 
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peace, in obedience to their orders. If any farther proofs 
were neceſſary, look to their conduct in the laſt campaign, 


when it was evidently their object to compel the Emperor 


to a ſeparate peace, and with the ſame view was their laſt 


offer to that monarch. Theſe offers were rejected with a 


ſpirit thatdid the higheſt honour to the royal faith and mag- 
nanimity of our ally, of that ally whom we had been called 
upon to deſert. As long as there was no regular Govern- 
ment in France, no government that could have afforded 
us any ſecurity for a peace, he conceived that Miniſters acted 
right in not attempting a negociation. But the firſt mo- 
ment that a Government was eſtabliſhed there, that ap- 
peared capable of maintaining the accuſtomed relations of 
peace and amity, his Majelty declared from the throne, that 
a favourable change had taken place, which might lead to 
a negociation. This was followed by a meſſage from the 
throne, couched in {till more explicit terms, declaring that 


the principal bar to negociation was now done away. It 


was unneceſſary to recall to the recollection of the Houſe 
the propoſals of Mr. Wickham at Balle, or the negociation 
of Lord Malmeſbury, of which laſt he thould only obſerve, 


that the French had never thought proper to contradict the 
| ſtatement given by that noble Lord. If, under the preſent 


circumſtances we were to make any application, the enemy. 
might ſuppoſe we were driven to it from the recent circum- 


| ſtances relative to the bank. 


o 


It had been ſaid, that the members of that Houſe had loſt 
the confidence of their conſtituents : how did that appear? 
What was the cauſe of it? Was it from doing too much 
or too little with reſpect to the internal defence of the coun- 
try, for Miniſters had been accuſed of both? Was it for the 
ſatistaction they exprefied, when the negociations opened 
to them the proſpect of a peace? or was it at the concern 
they manifeſted when thoſe negociations were broken off? 
Looking then at the ſituation of the country as he did, 
conceiving her to be poſſeſſed of abundant wealth, notwith- 
tanding our temporary embarraſſments, he was ſatisfied we 
had only to act with ſpirit and we ſhould find ourſelves 
ſtrong and rich. On the other hand, if we diſplayed un- 


_ timely parſimony or puſillanimity, we ſhould find ourſelves 


both weak and poor. He hoped they would not adopt ſuch 
ihallow policy, which would only tend to degrade the dignity 
and character of the country, and he ſhould always be of 
opinion that intereſt was inſeparably connected with ho- 

| 7 | . Nour, 
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nour, both in a nation, and in an individual. He truited 
that the commerce, and wealth of the country would not in- 
duce them to adopt timid meaſures ; but it they did, if the 
burthens under which we now laboured had ſo diſp. rited 
the people as to take away the ſpirit which we had hitherto 
manifeſted, then indeed it was time to beg pardon of the 
French, and to throw ourſelves on their mercy ; but he was 
ſure there was no ſuch delpondency i in the country. Some 
little gloom there might be, but it had not per vaded all 
ranks of men. Much had been ſaid of ihe calamides of 
war, and of the comforts attending a ſtate of peace: nobody 
but a madman could heſitate horwodk the two, it left to his 
tree choice; but if compelled into the war, then all this was 


mere declamation, tending only to unnerve the arm of the 


country. The Houle of Commons were anxious for peace, 
and ſo were the Miniſters; and he only hoped they would 
not retard it by their anxiouſneſs to obtain it. 


It had been aſked what we had gained by this war? Thoſe 


who aſked that queſtion ſhould recollect that this was a de- 


fenſive war, and, therefore, that was not a proper queſtion. 
But we had fotuined our character, we had made great con- 


queſts, and had made a fortunate diſcovery of caly and ſuc- 


ceſsful means of preſerving internal tranquility, and we had 
found out a good mode of manning the navy. We had 
nearly deſtroyed the marine of France, and had given a 


ſevere blow to that of Spain; and in all our naval tranſac- 
tions the glory of our flag had been carried to a higher pitch 
than it ever had been before. We had, in a great degree, 
ſtopped thoſe dangerous principles, and even the men "who 
broached them ſeemed now to be aſhamed of them. We 
had ſecured our honour, our liberty, and, he truſted, our con- 


ſtitution. Theſe were ſome of the advantages which were 
gained by the war. Upon theſe grounds he ſhould vote 


againſt the motion, and move the order of the day. 
The motion being read, 2nd the queſtion put on the order 
of the day. 
Mr. Fox roſe and ſpoke to the following effect: 
It would be difficult for me, confiſtenty with my duty, 


to give a ſilent vote upon the queſtion that is now before the 


Houſe upon this extraordinary day. After all that this 
country has ſuffered, after all the calamities that are brought 
npon us, and after contemplating the calamities that are im- 
nending, we have to conſider whether we will addreſs the 
throne for the purpoſe of facilitating peace, which I think, 


which I truſt this Houle JW hick I know! this country thinks, 1105 Bl 
only 
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only means to repair our misfortune, and to avert our im- 
pending ruin, What is it that is now ſtated to the Houſe. 
by thoſe who oppoſe this motion? What does the Miniſter 
himſelf, who has had fo large a ſhare in producing your 
preſent calamitics, and who, therefore, ought to feel for 
them, propoſe to you to-night? What, but a defire that you 
would perliſt in continuing that confidence in him which has 
brought you to that calamity ; that you ſhould continue 
that forbearance which is the ſource of your misfortune : 
that you {hould {ti]] truſt to thoſe councils which have been 
ſo fatal. He is for ever the ſame character, although he 
comes before you in different ſhapes. When he is called 
upon by thoſe who are the moſt willing to truſt kim, to take 
ſome ſtep that may lead to peace, he comes forward with a 
promiſe that he will do ſo, nay chat he is actually doing it. 
Promiſes you have had Fon him in abundance, but not one 
of them has he fulfilled. We are told this day, as J under- 
ſtand, the City of London was informed in the morning. 
that a Gentleman in a confidential character is going to 
Vienna, the Object of whole miſſion was to be explained this 
evening to the Houſe of Commons. How far that has 
been explained, J leave to this Houſe to reflect upon. But 
it ſeems Mr. Hammond, of whole abilities I have no doubt, 
is going to Vienna, and upon this the Miniſter expects you 
to ſtop at once in the performance of your public duty. He 
is going upon the ſubject of peace, and under that general 
head, ſuppoſir ig his employers to be ſincere in deſiring to 
forward that event, he would go with the unanimous wiſh 
of the people of this country. But upon that ſincerity I. 
have great doubts. What is the reaſon then of this em- 
baiſy* I am atreid it is too much like that which took place 
laſt ſummer ; when the French arms were victorious: when 
the ſituation of the Emperor was critical, as admitted by all, 
_ deſperate, as thought by many; then you took a ſtep foliar | 
to that which is now about to be taken, and that was after- 
wards followed by your ſending a negociator to Paris. I 
know that ſome perſons chuſe to forget 1 the dates and circum- 
ſtances of theſe events; becauſe that when Lord Malmeſ- 
bury was ſent to Paris, the French had met with ſome de- 
feats. That we were in a ſtate more proſperous when that 
noble Lord went to Paris than we had been ſome time be- 
fore is true; but when the meaſure was taken that led to 
that embaſſy, we were in a ſituation the moſt diſaſtrous. 1 
will not queſtion, becauſe I have no means of proving, how 
9 far 
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far the Miniſter was ſincere when he adopted that meaſure; 


I 'am heartily inclined to think he was ſincere in his endea- 
vours to make peace when it was impotlible for him to make 
a good one, tor I do know that there is 2a natural connection 


between haughtineſs and mcanneſs, and under the terms he 


was ſent it was as impoſſible to obtain a good peace, as if he 


had not at all been ſent to Paris. But there was another 


point to be conlidered with that embaſſy: it took place 


when there was a loan to be obtained, and he continued at 
Paris until that loan was concluded ; we are now at a pe- 


riod in which the French have beck victorious and the em- 
peror's ſituation deſperate, we are now alſo to negociate a 


loan, and we are now, as we were then, called upon to con- 
fide in the profeſſions of the Miniſter. This is the way in 
which the Miniſter chooſes to glols over the duplicity of his 
conduct: we are now to negociate in conjunction With the 
Emperor, and Buonaparte is to be the negociator for peace 
for us both. The Minilter tells us,“ Do not put me under 
difficulties by your untimely. interference. It is a princi- 


ple, that the Houſe of Commons ſhould confide in the Exe- 
cutive Government when they are endeavouring to nego- 
cate for peace.” To that, as a general principle, J have 
no difficulty in allenting, although, perhaps, I ſhould not 
agree with the Miniſter as to the extent to which that prin- 


ciple may be carried. "The queſtion is not here, whether 


any Miniſter, under any circumſtances, ſhould have the con- 
fidence of this Houſe pending a negociation ; but, whether 
 thepreſent Miniſter, under the preſent circumltances, ought - 
to have that confidence? And here it is not improper to re- 


Cur to what had happened i in this Houſe two years ago: a 


motion was made by an honourable Gentleman not at all 


hoſtile to the preſent Miniſter in his general line of politics 
(Mr. Wilberforce). What was then the language? The 
very ſame language as we have heard this day: Do not 
vote for this prop ſition, but truſt to me.” Then comes 


the common place argument, that every Miniſter muſt be 


intereſted in obtaining peace. I ſee no reaſon why that de- 
fire ſhould be peculiar to a Miniſter. Was not Lord North 
in the ſame ſituation during the laſt war? Has not every 
Miniſter been in the ſame ſituation ? What is there peculiar 
in the character or ſituation of the preſent Miniſter that 


ſhould lead us to ſuppoſe that ke is more ſincere in his pro- 


feſſions of peace than any other Miniſter * Upon the occa- 


hon to which I have alluded, the preſent Miniſter ſaid he 


ſnould | 
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þ ſhould be ready to negociate whenever the enemy ſhould 
appear to be ina ſtate capable of maintaining the accuitomed 
relations of peace and amity with other powers. What 
happened then? "The Miniſter prevailed upon the Houle to 
do then what he aſks you to do now, to conhide in his pro- 
feſſions of ſincerity. The Houle did not interfere with its 
authority, which it ought to have done, but did that Which 
it ought not to have done, it coniided in an idea that a nego- 
ciation would ſoon take place; no negociation, however, 
was attempted. After this, a conſiderable time elapſed, and 
then there came from the Throne a declaration which ſtated, 
that from circumſtances which had taken place in France, a 
negociation might be attempted. I thought, and I believe 
the people of this country thought, that the period was much 
too long before that negociation was attempted. lt was, 
however, at lait attempted, through the medium of Mr. 
_ Wickham, and atterwards carried on by the embaſſy of Lord 
1 Malmeſbury, and the whole conduct of it is fo marked, and 
S the public opinion upon it fo well made up, that I need not 
add any opinion of mine upon the ſubject. It came to be 
dAiſcuſſed in this Houſe, and we were told, after every means 
„ had been made uſe of to evade all meaſures that could lead 
1 to any ſerious negociation, that there was not a heart in Eng- 
land ſoprofligate as to wiſh, nor a hand ſo daitardly as to lien, 
1 nor was there to be found a man ſo degenerate as to be the 
3 
0 


Courier of a commiſſion to be ſent to France to ſtipulate for 
Peace. The Courier will, and muſt be found, and J truſt 
the hand will be ſeen that will ſign a Peace with France. I 
ſay we have tried our Executive Government enough to be 
_ confident we can do no good to our country by trying fuch) 
means any longer. Let us now try means which we have 
not tried ; my opinion is that, let who will be the nego- 
-  Ciators for Peace, certainly ſtill more if the preſent Miniſters 
are to be the negociators, the chance of obtaining it will be 
4 infinitely increaſed if Parliament ſhould give that negociation 
1 the ſanction of its vote. If it ſhould appear to be the dictate 
us of Parliament, it will give to thoſe who you are to nego- 
clate with a pledge of ſincerity which they have not had, 
and I think I need not add that the French doubt the ſincerity 
of our preſent Executive Government, N 
__ The gentleman who ſpoke laſt has gone over the hiſtory 
of the war, and dwelt a good deal on the declaration of the 
French to ſhew their hoſtility to this country, I admit that 
their declaration proves their hoſtility to us. But if we ſay 
Vor. II. 1997, - 48 that 
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632 WOODFALL'S PARLIAMENTARY REPORTS. {[Commons, 
that there is a reigning faction in France, that is not likely 
to be favourable to a Peace, has not that faction a right to 
ſay, while you conſide in the Miniſter's profeſſions, in defi- 
ance of his acts, that there is a reigning faction in Great- 
Britain, that is not ſincerely deſirous for Peace? The ex- 
preſſions of the Directory, as againſt us, I admit, are very 
ſtrong, and are inconſiſtent with what England ought to ex- 
pect, but compared to the language of the leading faQion i in 
the Engliſh Houſe of Commons, they are terms of civility, 
and even politeneſs, and all that has been ſaid in France, 
with all its powers of oratory which the leaders there oof: 
fefs, has not produced among the people of that country a 
greater abhorrence of our Executive Government, than what 
has been ſaid by the leading faction in this country. 

I will not follow the honourable gentleman who ſpoke 
jaſt over all the ground which he has gone over; I thall, 
however, ſtate by the way, that ſome of the points are miſ- _ 

takenly put by him. He ſaid, that if the propofitions which 
were made by me in the time of Robeſpierre had been 
adopted, they would have been reverſed by the ſucceeding 
faction. There is no authority for coming toy that conelu- 
fon; ſo much the contrary, that every meaſure that was 
agreed to with reſpect to external arrangements during the 
time of Robeſpierre, have been confirmed and carried into 
effect by that ſucceeding faction. But they have made peace 
with other powers, and have never ſeriouſſy thought of doing 

ſo with Great- Britain. That they ſhould endeavour to make 
peace with many of the great powers combined againſt them 

does not appear wonderful to me, nor wonderful that they 
have ſucceeded in ſuch endeavours. But they did not endea- 
VvVocur to make a ſeparate peace with the Emperor? I grant 
it. But their endeavours againſt him do not appear to me 

to be any proof of their extraordinary walice againſt us, nor 
does it prove the contrary. it proves only that they have 
contended againſt the Emperor in the way they have, be— 
cauſe they have the means of annoying the Emperor more 
than they have the means of annoying us. But to return to 
the queſtion immediately before us, I would aſk, is there 
any man in this Houſe, or in this country, who thinks that 
our chance 05 obtaining peace will be as good by confiding 
in the promiſe of Miniſters, as if this Houſe came to a de- 
claration upon that ſubject? Does any man in his conſcience 
believe that the Executive Government can be truſted ſo well 
in a negociation for peace without, as with the e = 
| tuns 
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this Houſe ? What are we to think of thoſe who talked of 
marching to Paris, if they do not receive the check ot this 
Houſe in their phrenzy? Does any man belicve that, with 
all our advantages and the profit we have had by the eaſy 


means we have diſcovercd, as we were told by the gentle- 
man who ſpoke laſt, that of quieting the people of this coun- 
try, that we ſhall eaſier obtain peace by trulling to Miniſters 
than by interfering the authority of this Houſe to obtain 
peace? Of theſe means I truſt the people of this country 
have a proper feeling. We have found out the means of 


quicting the people of this country by repealing ſome of the 
beſt proviſions of the Bill of Rights, are we really to lay to 
Europe that this war was carried on to procure theſe advan- 
tages of quieting the people of this country, and that we 


could only paſs theſe meaſures when we had a large ſtanding 


army, Which was oſtenſibly raiſed againſt u foreign toe, but 


which, in reality, was intended to enable our Executive 
Government to carry into effect theſe ealy means of quieting 
the people? I own I do not think it neceſſary to congratulate 
the people on theſe eaſy means of quieting them. I have 
heard it ſaid it was wiſe to ſacrifice a part of our liberty to 
fave the remainder, but the part which we have ſacrificed 


appears to be the moſt material of our conſtitution. 
But let us conſider the time in which we are debating 


| thoſe meaſures. We are not now about to grant millions to 
the Emperor, to enable him to march to Paris, but to pre- 


vent the French, as we are told, from marching to London; 
this is what I do not believe; but this is the ſtate of the 


argument as urged by thoſe who oppaſe this mation. It has 
been ſaid that we have had an oppor unity of ſhewing the 
character of the Britiſh nation in the preſent war. I hope 
that character will always be ſupported, but Þ own I think. 
it has been unneceflarily tried. I know of no obligation that 
we were called upon to ſhew our good faith in this war, at 
the commencemenit, even according to the arguments of the 

Miniſter himſelf, except with regard to Holland, an 1 there 
dur aſſiſtance was not aſked for; on the contrary, we were 
told that our friendſhip would be more dangerous than our 
neutrality. I wiſh for no breach of faith on the part of this 
country, becauſe I know its honour is highly valuable to its: 
_ Intereſt. I with a peace may be obtained by us conjaintly 
with the Emperor; but between two evils, ! have no dif- 


ficulty in declaring that a ſeparate peace between che Em- 
perox and France, or between Great-Britain and France, 
| "403 Would 
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would be a leſs evil to us than a continuance of the war upon 
the prefent ſyſtem.— But after all that can be ſaid of the 
credit of this country, with all the advantages of the Sink. 
ing Fund, it muſt not be diſſembled that you are lower in that 
| reſpect wan at any former period of your hiſtory. All your 
conquelts in St. Domingo will never bring back to you the. 
millions that you have! iquandered, nor reſtore to you the loſs 
you have ſirſtained in lives devoted to that part of your ſer- 
vice! II his may be called declamation upon the general ſub- 
ject of the war, but it is not ſo. I am not making a general 5 
declamation upon the evils of war, bur upon the evils. which 
you have ſpecifically ſultained. We entercd upon this war 
upon the general idea that all the powers of Europe would IE 
enter into an alliance with us. The reſult ot that policy we 8 
have ſeen. France has gained the alliance of F Spain, all the hal 
power of Italy, and the Netherlands. They have obtained 
the neutrality at leaſt, I think the friendſhip, of the King 1 = 
Pruſſia. Theſe are the allies which France has gained, 
ſay nothing of Holland. Theſe are the alliances which 
France has already gained in the preſent war! But in addi- 
tion to theſe alliances of Spain, Pruſſia, Italy, the Nether- 
lands and Holland, they have gained an ally which is more 
formidable to us than all of them together. I mean the 
National Debt of Great-Britain. This is an ally that has been 
increaſing from day to day, and will aid the French much 
more than all the reſt united ; and be it remembered that we 
were told in the outſet that this was to be a conteſt of finance 
between Great-Britain and France. Our confidence in the 
Miniſter will encreaſe the power of this laſt and great ally of 
the French, for the continuance of the war will moſt rapidly 
increaſe our debt. But it ſeems the French will be encour- 
aged if this Houſe ſhould interfere and dictate to Executive 
Government. Will they, will they really think worſe of 
your energy if they find that you are determined to take your 
affairs into your own hands inſtead of confiding to the 
l _ preſent Miniſter? Will they really expect to make better 
1 terms of peace with the people of England, ſpeaking to 
| them through the medium of the repreſentatives, than with 
| the preſent Executive Government? Do they expect more 
1 real care of the intereſt of the people of England from a 
reigning faction, than from the people themſelves, ſpeaking 
through the medium of their repreſentatives? I apprehend 
the contrary ; and that, as we ſhould es more ren 
| | | rom 
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ArzII 10% WOODFALL's PARLIAMENTARY REPORTS. 685 
from the French people themſelves than we do of any fac- 

tion among them, ſo would they from Great-Britain and in 
that view I ſhould hope that neither the Republic of France 
would be hoſtile to Great-Britain, nor the limited monarchy 
of this country be hoſtile to the juſt claims and true intereſts 
of the Republic of France. I wiſh to know what better 


= = _ 6 * — r r - - Pol 
ECTS SAEED Po io Ron 
——— ͤ — 


— * 
— = —_— _— 
— ee — — 
— —UBAÄUö—g A 


| 
— . — ʒ—́F—mů— PL 


; Z . pledge you could give of ſincerity to France in your deſire il 
#4 for Peace than to tell them by a vote of the Houſe of Com- 'x 
| Y mons that you are willing to negociate; and what is more i 

= likely to lead to a reſtoration of tranquillity upon a ſolid and | 

. permanent foundation? I de not wiſh to go now into the i 


48 queſtion of the terms of Peace; I know, as well as the Mi- 
niſter does, that they cannot now be diſcuſſed here, but T 
believe I may ſay without danger, that although Belgium 
was once conſidered as the cauſe of breaking off the negocia- 
tion for Peace, there would not be much difficulty now be- 
tween the parties upon that ſubject. I am afraid it is as 
= little neceſſary now to ſay much about Holland; I am afraid 
20 iÞ 27> $0 any diſputes will be ſuperfluous as to what part of Italy 
; the Emperor thall poſſeſs. I am afraid that the good ſenſe, 
or it you pleaſe, the crying voice of the people of Great-Bri- 
tain, will not diſturb you much in conſequence of any con- 
ceſſion you make to France upon theſe points that were once 
ſo much an object of your contention. But then are you to 
ſue for Peace? I hope you will never be compelled to do 
any thing that ſhall have the appearance of meanneſs. But 
ſurely you ſhould look at your ſituation; no man thinks that 
this war is to continue for ever. I will not ſtate any thing 
that appears to be extravagant, or that is likely to ſhock 
you, but I ſhould ſuppole that I allowed you a tolerable 
length of time if I allowed you ten years to carry on the war. 
Now I would aſk if there be a man among us who thinks 
+ that in the courſe of ten years you will be likely to ſtand 
upon a better ground for negociation than you do now? Sup- 
poſing then that France ſhould Joſe all that ſhe has gained in 
the preſent conteſt, to loſe the friendſhip of Pruſſia, to loſe 
the alliance of Spain, to loſe the Netherlands, to loſe Hol- 
land, to loſe all the power ſhe new poſſeſes in Italy, and that 
all theſe powers were to turn, as if by magic, into alliance 
with you, do you believe that even in ſuch event, extrava- 
_ gant and inſane though it be to expect it, do you believe, 1 
tay, that this new ally of the French, the National Debt of 
Great-Britain, would not be equal to them all? One cam- 
paign more will add at leaſt forty millions to your debt: do 
: you 
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686 WOODFALL'S PARLI AMENTARY REPORTS. [ Commons, 
vou believe then, I ſay, that you will have better terms of 
Peace than you have at this moment ? I have put the caſe as 


if you could command victory at all points, juſt in propor- 
tion as you have loſt it upon the Continent, almoſt without 


exception, fince your dilaſter at Dunkirk. I ſay nothing 
againſt the valour of the Auſtrian arms, but J aſk, if Iam 
ſtating any thing unreaſonable in the rational proſpect of 
your affairs? But it is ſaid that the people of England ſhould 


not deſpond. That there is a gloom at this moment over our 


affairs, which is not warranted by the real ſtate of them. | 
believe the people of England to be a grave, ſober, and ſen- 


fible people, not eaſily driven to deſpondency. But when 


they ſee Miniſters day after day, week after week, month 
after month, and year after year, plunging them into a gulph 


or abyſs of ruin; when they ſee that Minitters at one time 
talk triumphantly, and call for confidence and money to 


march to Paris, and then again call for more confidence and 
more money to prevent the French from marching to Lon 


don, I cannot much wonder even at their beginning to 


doubt of the propriety of the carcer of thoſe who thus Joad 
them. Let the people of England be fairly deſcribed. Let 


them be called gloomy, if you pleaſe, deſponding if you 


pleaſe; but above all things let them not be called impatient 


What have they not been told that is falſe; what have they 


not ſuffered; and yet without any ſymptom of impatience ? 


Do not, therefore, let us mock or infult them. I hope it 


will be thewn this night that we are determined to repreſent 


the ſenſe they have of their own affairs, and that we will no 


longer confide in the Miniſter who has ſo often and ſo 
thametully deceived them, but that, Iike their repretenta- 


tives, we Will take their affairs into our own hands, and 


ſpeak their general wiſh for the reſtoration ci peace in the 


only manner in-which it is likely to be effect: al. 1 know 


that the people of this coun ry have long withed for peace.— 
Every man, therefore, in this Houſe who is of that opinion, 
ſhould declare it this night by his vote. If you truſt to the 
profeſſions of the Miniſter, you will be deceived, as you have 

been. Declare your opinion to be in favour of peace, and the 


people of this country will not fail to keep you in counte- 
nance ; they have ſpirit enough left. nothwithſtanding the 


attempts that have been made to deprive them of it, to inforce 
ſuch a declaration, whatever the Miniſter may think of it. 

Should this Houſe come to the declaration which is now be- 
tore you, does any many who is the repreſentative of a owns 
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does any man, who is the repreſentative of a manufacturing 
city or town, does any man who is the repreſentative of any 
' populous place in this kingdom, fear that his conſtituents 
will diſapprove of his conduct? Do you not, on the con- 
trary, all know that they will thank you tor your conduct? 
Would any man in this Houſe be athamed or afraid to meet 
kis conſtituents to-morrow, after having voted for this mo- 
tion? Does any ſuch man think that an explanation of his 


1 conduct to his conſtituents will be necellary ? But what will 
W they do who vote againſt this motion? Why, they will ſay 
= that indeed they are friends to Peace ; but that they did the 
= beſt they could to obtain it, by leaving the ſubject-in the 
0 hands of Executive Government. There is nothing which 
_ Fu they will not ſay in order to convince the public that they are 
17 favourable to Peace; and they will be believed in their aſſer- 
= tions, pretty much in the ſame manner as thoſe are who pro- 
1 fels to be advocates for the abolition of the Slave Trade, 


while they vote tor its continuance. Do not let us imagine 
that we can deceive the public b our profeſſions, they are 
too much enlightencd, and they feel too much to be impoſed 
upon by us; let us not perpetually talk of wiſhes for Peace; 
let us do ſomething towards obtaining Peace; let us vote for 
Peace; | hear! hear | hear ! reſounded through the Houſe. ] 
Let us not content ourſelves with ſaying we are friends to 
Peace; let us not truſt to Miniſters ; that we have done much 
too long; but let us act for ourſelves! _ „ 
With regard to the particular words of this motion, per- 
haps had I penned it, | might have choſen other words, be- 
cauſe J am of opinion it does not go quite far enough; but 
upon that ſcore do not ſee any thing material to object. I 
am ſure that if you adopt it more will be done than you can 
hope to do by conhding in the Miniſter. It defires the King 
.to explain the reaſon why negociation has not been re- 
newed. I am ſure that is neceſſary in the opinion of all 
Europe, for the reaſons hitherto aſſigned, have been much 
too equivocal. The Miniſter ſays that the French have miſ- 
_ repreſented the conduct of our Executive Government in the 
late negociation. I do not know that they have not; but an 
explanation will do us no harin. I believe that Lord Malmeſ- 
_ bury was inſtructed to inſiſt on the French giving up Belgium 
as a ſme qua non; I believe too that ſuch is the general opinion 
of Europe. The Minitter is always explicit in this Houſe no 
doubt, ſince he convinces the-majority of it; but with all his 
command of words, it muſt be confeſſed, that, out of this 
oye Houſe, 
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Houſe, no man is more unfortunate in his explanations, 
The French Directory miſunderſtand him, the contractors 


for the loan miſunderſtand him, the bankers miſunderſtand 


him, the lord lieutenant of Ireland miſunderſtands him, and 


even the Directors of the bank of England, who take notes 


of his converſation, for the exprels purpoſe of being ac- 
_ curate, miſunderſtand him. I with, therefore, in future, 
that in all public affairs he would condeſcend to employ 
ſome other perſon whoſe knowledge of words is more upon 
a level with the reſt of mankind than his own, in order that 
men of ordinary capacity may ſtand a chance of comprehend- 
ing his meaning. I ſhall only add, that above all the con- 
fideration you can have in your minds this night, is the hi- 
therto admirable, if not aſtoniſhing patience of the people 
of England, under all the calamities which the Miniſter has. 
heaped upon them, and the duty which you owe to them, to 
| * their withes for peace. | 
Mr. Addington explained. 


The Chancellor of the Exchequer. had, Sir, 1 had no inclina- 


tion to have again riſen upon the preſent ſubject, but I ſhall 
hope for the indulgence of the Houſe while I offer a few 
reaſons for giving my vote in favour of the order of the 
day. At the ſame time, Sir, I cannot think it neceſſary for 
me to detain the Houſe at any coniiderable length, as a 
great many of the topics on which the honourable Gentle- 
man has argued, have digreſſed from that ſtate of the queſ- 


tion before the Houſe, admitted to be the real ſtate of the 


queſtion by the honourable Gentleman's own argument. 


Yet, Sir, even as he has put the queſtion, he has ſtated it ſo 


fairly, and it reſts on ground ſo plain and ſimple, that it 
cannot require any great compaſs of obſervation on my 
part, to direct the Houſe how it ought to decide. Sir, the 
honourable Gentleman ſtated in the early part of his ſpeech, 
that the queſtion for the conſideration of the Houſe js, whe- 
ther the proſpect of peace was likely to be more accelerated 
by leaving it to Government to act in ſuch a manper as 
ſeemed not likely to produce that effect, or whether it is pro- 
per for the previous declaration of Parliament to be given 


upon the ſubject. If this be the queſtion, as ſtated by the 


| honourable Gentleman, it is the more unneceſſary for me 
to enter much into the particulars of it; for it appears, that 
however we may differ on ſome of the particulars of the queſ- 
tion, on the general concluſions to be deduced from them, 
we Se W agreed. The honourable Gentleman pos 
12 en 
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taken ſome pains to argue, that there is throughout the 


country a with for peace; that there is alſo throughout this 
Houle a with for peace. 
nourable Gentleman might well have ſpared himſelf the trou- 


Sir, this is a point which the ho- 


ble of arguing ; it is admitted that it muſt be the general wiſh. 
of this Houſe, the general and univerſal wiſh of the public, 


io attain fo deſirable an object; but, Sir, it is not the wiſh 


either of this Houſe or of the public to procure that unquali- 


| fied unconditionat peace which has been hitherto held out to 
us. It is not, | truſt, meant to be contended that it is the 
wiſh of the Houſe, or of this country, to obtain a peace by 


the ſurrender of that, which forms the baſis of our ſociety, 


our honour, our good faith towards our brave ally, and our 
The honourable Gentleman has argued, 


national character. | 
that whoever would beſt diſcharge his duty to his conſtituents, 
muſt vote for the motion for the addreſs; and he aſks, Who 


tell them he had ſo voted ? Sir, whether our conſtituents 


would approve all that was done by their repreſentatives is 
& ſubject 
tion. Sir, whether they wiſh for peace or not, makes no 
difference with reſpect to the propriety or impropriety of 
voting on the ſame ſide with the honourable Gentleman; but 
there may be this difference with regard to the effect of ſuch 
a vote, namely whether it would be more likely to accelerate 
or retard a peace, and how far it would tend to affect that 
peace, by rendering the terms of it more or leſs favourable. 

or unfavourable to this country. 
man thinks it the more likely way to promote the ſucceſs 


unconnected and independent of the preſent queſ- 


The honourable Gentle- . 


is there who would be afraid to meet his conſtituents, and 


of a negociation for peace, to accede to the motion ſor the 


addreſs. He has admitted this to be the point on which the 
queſtion ought to be argued; if he has formed his opinion 


on good reaſons, 'and can aſcertain that the peace, either 


with reference to the terms or the duration of it, will be fo 


attainable by leaving the conduct of it to the Executive Go- 
vernment, as by interpoſing the previous declaration of the 


Houle, is he not at liberty to argue in ſupport of that 
opinion; but on the contrary, he has aſſumed it as a poſitive _ 
fact, that peace is moſt likely to be attained by the latter 
mode. Does the honourable Gentleman expect, that be- 
_ cauſe his opinion is clear and deciſive in his own mind, that 
he has a right to anticipate the opinion of every other mem-. 
ber of this Houſe ? Does he think that he alone has a right 
to judge which is the way to obtain a particular object in 
Vol. II. 1797. e . e dhe 
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the moſt advantageous manner ? Does he take upon himſelf 


to be ſuch a complete repreſentative of the people of England, 


that he has a right to denounce the vengeance of their con- 
ſtituents on th ole repreſentatives who act according to their 
_ own ſentiments, and in their own view of the ſubject, in 
oppo!.tion to that of the honourable Gentleman! Sir, I 
will tell him, that it any Gentleman was convinced that the 
original motion was Improper, however he might fall into 
an offence for adopting an opinion, which, in the eyes of the 
| honourable Gentleman muſt have the effect of retarding a 


negociation. If there is any member of this Houſe, who 


thinks we have a better chance of obtaining peace ſoon, by 
leaving the conduct of it to the diſcretion of the Executive 
Government ſolely, rather than to the controul of Parlia- 


ment, a controul which is contrary to the fundamental 


principles by which ſuch negociations are conducted. If 
there is any member in this Honfe who does not think that 
object fo likely to be forwarded by the language of the ho- 
nourable Gentleman, I nevertheleſs think ſuch a member 
may go to his conſtituents, and tell them, that he has not 
voted contrary to the opinion of the honourable Gentleman 
upon ſlight or ſuperficial conſideration ; but that he has 
viewed the ſubject, with reference to the mode by which a 
| ſolid and permanent peace might be accelerated, and its ef- 
fects improved ; and having done fo, he may juſtly ſay, on 
this ground, 1 claim the continuance of your future favour 


* -— 2 


and co! dende. This is the ground on which I feel every 
man ſhould AY this i e ground on which J am ſure every 


el member in this Houſe will judge; Sir, if it be 


admitted by the Honovrable Gentleman, that it is not his de- 


fire that peace ſhould be attended with any delay, for this 


Very reaton, it becomes the leſs neceſlary for me to diſcuſs 


thoſe toptcs, which took np fo large A portion of his ſpeech. 


It he means that we ſhould forward a peace, provided it is 


en admiſſible and honourable t: rms, he certainly is arguing 


a po int which he necded not have 1 himſelf with, 4, 
for it is univerſally admitted; biit if his argument leads to 


the concluſion, that we are driven to the neceſſity of ſub- 


mitting to any terms propoſed to us, though ever fo arrogant, 
that the ſituation of the country is ſuch, that there are no 


ſacrihces which we ought not to make, then it leads to a 
concluſion, which I truſt no one will admit the juſtneſs of. 


Sir, if the Honourable Gentleman, by arguing on the enor- 
mous amount of our national debt, aud the extent of the 
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loſſes of our ally, means to bring the public mind into a 
temper to ſay, we are in ſuch a ſituation that there is notfing 
we will not ſurrender; we will give up that ſenſe of honour 
and faith we have hitherto preſerved towards our allies; we 
will forego our regar@-tor the future ſecurity of the country, 
the very means on which we depend tor obtaining a peace 
likely to be permanent: we will ſurrender every advantage 
ve pollels at the hazard of all that can make a peace avalla- 
ble; at the riſque of the independence and ſecurity of the 
country. Sir, it this is the object of his argument, I do not 
believe that we ſhall ever hear ſuch language adopted by the 
country in general. I truſt we ſhall never agree to ſur- 
render at the feet of the enemy, that which is neceſlary to the 
preſervation of the fecurity of the country, and for obtaining 
a peace that cannot be of any duration; and I have the ſatis- 
faction of believing, that whatever may be the arguments 
of the honourable Gentleman there is no ſuch ſentiment in 
his own mind. The queſtion comes to this point, whether 
the Houle, after what has been heard, can be of opinion a _ 
peace on admiſlible terms is likely to be attained ſooner by 
the preſent motion. The honourable Gentleman began by 
ſaying there was no reliance to be placed on the declarations 
of his Majeſty's Miniſters, and that the declarations now 
made in oppoſition to the motion, ſhould be no more believed 
than the declarations which I troubled the Houſe with be- 
fore. He ſtated that it might be the intention of Miniſters | 
to treat for peace in a manner ſimilar to the negociations laſt 
year. Now Sir, as to the terms of the former declaration, 
the honourable Gentleman in the firſt part of his ſpeech, 
ſpeaks of my declaration, as if it had wholly omitted that 
part of it which ſtated, that ſteps have been taken with 
a view of making ute of the opportunity to renew the nego- 
ciations for a joint peace with the Emperor. Sir, the ho- 
nourable Gentleman {tates, that it was told to the bank in the 
morning, that Mr. Hammond was to go to Vienna, and that 
the general object of his miſſion would moſt probably be ex- 
_ plained in this Houſe ; and he then aſks, how has it been ex- 
plained? I anſwer, that if ſuch a declaration is made, and 
the queſtion is, whether ſuch an explanation has been made 
as is ſatisfactory, ſurely it is ſufficient, if it appears that the 
general object to attain which a perfon is ſent, is ſuch as ap- 
_ pears to the perſons who ſend him, to be moſt likely under 
all the circumſtances to forward a general pacification in 
conjunction with his Majelty's allies. Is it not an explana- 
1 . tn 


— —— 


r — 
A T5377 Wh 


_— + —» — << 
— — g 


2 
4 
4 
1 
; 
f | 
* 
1 
DO. 
75 
WW 
If 
if 
1 N 
5 
174 
2% 
* 
4) 
* +: 
wy 
fa 5 
9 
£83) 
. 
7 
7 
1 
3 
if 
1 
vo 
1 
1 
* 


— Lol" N 2 
929 SEE Ly Tn q 
LES - 


692 WOODFALL'S PARLIAMENTARY REPORTS. [Commoxs, 
tion which-ſhews a certain definite object to be the reſult of 


the meaſure intended to he adopted. Sir, the honourable 


Gentleman amuſed himſelt by alluding to my power of mak- 


ing uſe of language not always perfectly intelligible; how 


far this is true, or how far it may or may not ſometimes be 
the diſpolition of others to underſtand it, I will not pretend 
to ſay, but I will ſay it has been my endeavour, as far as my 
knowledge of the Engliſh language would permit, to make 
myſelf clearly underſtood on every occaſion. How far the 
hon. Gentleman, who is a maſter of language has made nim- 
ſelf underſtood, with reſpect to the motion being likely to 
promote the object which he agrees we ought to aim at, I 
leave to the Houſe to determine. Sir, the next part is whe- 
ther we are ſending this perſon to the right place; and I will 


ſpeak but ſhortly upon this ſubject. Is there let me aſk any 


way of negociating with more probability of ſucceſs, than 


by ſending a peiſon to the very ſpot where that power is, 
whoſe content and concurrence is neceſſary to carrying any 


negociation, under the preſent circumſtances, into effect? 
This is ſo clear, that I will not trouble the Houſe by any 
_ endeavours to prove it. Sir, it is neceſſary that I ſtate dil- 
tinctly to the Houſe, that the meaſure of taking ſteps from 
hence, in conſequence of the ſeparate overtures for peace by 
the French to the Emperor of Germany, with a view to re- 
newing the negociations, is a meaſure which was reſolved 


on when I argued the queſtion relative to the loan to the 


Emperor. It will be found, that at that very period the 


meaſure was in agitation. It perhaps may be aſked why I 


did not at that time mention a circumſtance which muſt cer- 
tainly have had a favourable effect with reſpect to convinc- 


ing the Houſe of the ſafety of the loan to the Emperor. 


- anſwer, if it is to be made a reproach to me, that I did not 
argue ſo well as | might have done, I ſhall hardly think it 
neceſſary to diſcuſs ſuch an objection ; it is true | waved 


an argument which I might have uſed with effect, but I had 


the good fortune to ſatisfy the Houſe, my opinion was 


right, even without the aid of that argument; but if I had 


uſed it, I doubt much whether I ſhould have ſatisfied the 
Honourable gentleman. Sir, whoever looks to this queltion, 
whether with reference to the attainment of peace, or the 
. continuance of war, muſt feel that a loan to the Emperor is 
a circumſtance peculiarly neceſſary. Sir, it is in conſequence 
of the overture to the Emperor, we have thought it neceſſary - 


70 renew our endeavours; and I know of no circumſtance 


which | 
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which is likely to counteract our endeavours to attain peace. 


The hon. Gentleman has tated, that the conduct of govern- 
ment is ſuch that it depends on the fortuiio!s circumſtances 
of chance and fortune to give it any good effect; but I have 


heard no proof of this, unleſs the aſſertion of the hon. Gentle 


man may be ſo called. He has ſtated that the terms propoſed. 


by Lord Malmeſbury failed through our haughtineſs ; but 


he ſeems to have uſed this aſſertion merely to have an oppor- 


tunity of coupling it with the invidious reflection of mean- 
neſs in negociating, when in a ſtate of adverſity, and ceaſing 
afterwards to negociate when the affairs of the Emperor. 
were more proſperous. Sir, how this can be conſtrued into 
an act of haughtineſs or meanneſs, I am at a loſs to deter- 
mine. What is the next point? The hon. Gentleman is 
afraid that 'Miniſters would not ſufficiently endeavour to pro- 
mote a peace, and therefore he wiſhes to give the negocia- 


tion the ſanction of this Houſe. - But how does it appear 


there is any room for ſuch an aſſertion? The pacific inten- 
tion of government has manifeſtly appeared on every occa- 


ſion: His Majeſty's meſſage expreſsly {tated that he anxi- 
_ oully looked for the moment when a change of the diſpoſi- 


tion of the enemy would enable him to renew his negociation 


for peace. The King, in his manifeſto, made an authentic 
act in proof of this obſervation. He cloſed it with a ſolemn 


declaration to all Europe, that in ſpite of the haughtineſs of 


the enemy, he was determined to renew ſuch negociations ; _ 


but was the hope that was given by the French that ſuch 
renewal was practicable ? The hon. Gentleman has alluded 
to ſome expreſſions of mine reſpecting my wiſh that there 
was not a hand who would ſign a requeſt to renew the ne- 
gociations, or a courier to convey ſuch requeſts. The 


meaning of what I faid was certainly very different from the 


interpretation which the hon. Gentleman has put upon the 


words. A letter was ſent by Le Peltier to the French Di- 


rectory, by which it appeared, that if you gave out of your 


hands all you had, if you renounced every demand, and gave 


. up irrevocably all you pollefled, leaving yourſelves after- 


wards at the diſcretion of an enemy, after you had done 


this, you was then to begin a treaty on the other points ef 


collateral intereſt. This was the treaty which I hoped there 


would not be found a hand to ſign. Sir, I will not detain 


the Houſe by a repetition of arguments which have been ſo 


fully diſcuſled ; but 1 will obſerve, that whatever has paſſed 


reſpecting the negociation for peace, is alone imputable to 


the 
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tincerity of his Majeſty's Miniſters in the negoclatiun and 
that its failure was owing- to the cxalted pretenſions of the 
I do nat believe there is a man in the comm: 
can entertain a doubt of your wiſh to promote a p.rmanent 


and hongurable peace with France, but whether it 1s zig for 
Parliament to intertere, and determine how the nego- ciation 
for peace ſhall be conducted, is a point I mult leave to the 
Houſe to determine. The motion does not ſtate any ſpecific 
act, or what particular terms ſhall be adopted, it merely ex- 
preſſes what fhall be the opinion of Ys Houſe, but it does 


not enter into any detail. 


With reſpect to the mode of carrying mat opinion e 


effect, we know that peace can only be made by the Execu- 


tive Power, and that for the Parliament to preſcribe the 


terms of that peace, is not the ordinary way. I perhaps 


_ could {ate a motion which the hon. Gentleman would like 
better than the one propoſed, and [ ſhould have no doubt of 


the ſincerity of the hon. Gentleman in ſupport of it; but I 
| have doubts of the ſincerity of his fupport to the preſent one. 


Fir, this is à queſtion relative to the terms of a ſeparate 
Peace; and it 15 urged, that the meaſures to be purſucd will 
not ba done in a bona fide manner, if left to Miniſters. There 


was in the honourable Gentleman's ipeech a {light glance at 


the propriety of uſing ſpecific terms in the motion; but does 
he mean to ſay that he would have this Houſe "advite his 
Maj eſty how he ſhould act with regard to obtaining a peace, 


in concert with the Emperor? Such conduct would be con- 
trary. to the principles by which negociations have ever been 
carried on. 


than the ſyſtem of argument by which it is attempted to be 
ſupported. 


3 or weakened by the preſent motion. 
preſent an ordinary period? Certainly it is not, and there- 


fore if in the moſt tranquil and ordinary period it was not 
thought ppudent for Parliament to interpoſe, will not every 


_ gentleman agree that if the n eriſis ks Lech + 


that 


ſCommoxs, 

the haughtineſs of the enemy, and no change of circum- 
| ſtances can alter a retroſpective fact; but J will aſſert, that 
never was the judgment of the Houſe more ſupported by the 
general opinion of the whole nation, than with regard to the 


v who 


As to the motion. it is no remedy for the evil 
complained of, and the object it deſires is leſs intelligible 


Under theſe circumſtances, it is for the Houſe 
to judge whether the proſpe& of peace would be ſtrengthen- 
The hon. Gentle- 
man ſays it would be ſtrengthened, becauſe it is right to have 
the general previous declaration of this Houſe ; but is the 
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that it is by ſo much the more important not to throw diffi- 


culties in the way of the Executive Government, If in 
common negociations for peace the Parliament has not 
thought proper to interfere, ſhall it in this caſe interpoſe, 


becauſe the circumſtances are pęculiar and extraordinary? 
Will it make the negociation better? The hon. Gentleman 
ſays it is neceſſary to be know that Parliament wiſhes for a2 
peace. Can there be a doubt of the wiſh for peace. It does 
 lincerely with for peace, but not for an unqualified and un- 
conditional peace. 1 am confirmed, Str, in my objections to 
the motion by the hon. Gentleman's own argument I there- 
fore moſt certainly feel it my duty to vote in favour of the 
motion of my hon. friend for the order of the day. 


Mr. Addington ſaid a few words in explanation. Sd, 
Mr. Fox inſiſted that Mr. Pitt had overlooked part of his 


argument. The preſent motion, he contended, would ex- 
preſs diſtinctly to all Europe that the Houſe was ſincere in its 
deſire to negociate. OR FR > ö | 


Sir Vm. Pulteney, after adverting to the critical ſtate in 
which the country was placed, eſpecially with reſpect to the 
finances, obſerved, that there was ſtill no reaſon to give way 
to deſpondency. He ſaw with pleaſure, a riſing ſpirit in the 
country, ever ſince the threatened invaſion, which was fa- 
vourable to our hopes. The people came forward and of- 
| fered themſelves willingly, and this object once attained, he 
thought there was na reaſon to fear an invaſion. Our trade 
had alfo conſiderably encreaſed. Sir William ſaid he could 
not conceive how ſo deſponding an idea could enter into any 
man's mind, as that we were to lie down and die. He dif- 
approved of the motion, as propofing an impolitic interfer- 
_ ence of the Houſe which would be prejudicial in its conſe- 


quences, A vote of Parliament had, indeed, formerly pro- 


duced peace with America; but our relative ſituation with 
regard to France was different. Peace with America did not 
_ afterwards endanger the ſafety of this country; but now we 


were contending with a 78 neighbouring and rival na- 


and with a marked animoſity towards this country. What, 


he aſked, would peace ſignify without ſecurity ? or plenty of 
money, if an encmy were at the door ? Every danger ought 
to be riſked, and every ſacrifice made, conſiſtent with our 
ſafety and independence, and for the ſake of obtaining ſecti- 
rity. He deprecated the idea © of a peace on any terms;“ 

and declared, that if France was permitted to retain Belgium, 


and 
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and its influence over Holland, Britain could not be ſe— 


cure. Comparing France with Britain and Ireland in its 


population and reſources, Sir William faid that our chief 


defence conſiſted in our navy, and our ſecurity in our being 
ſeparated from the Continent, and France being deſtitute of 


any other capac1ous harbours on the oppoſite coaſt beſides Breſt, 


France was io ſenſible of this, .that it had made the greateſt 
exertions, and been at a vaſt expence in endeavouring to to 


get one ſingle harbour in the channel (Cherburgh) fit for 


the reception of men of war: but if they got ſuch an 


addition of coaſt and harbours as Belgium afforded, our ſitua- 


tion muſt be very inſecure.” He really believed that Miniſters 
were extremely deſirous of obtaining peace, but feared leſt 


an over-earneſt deſire of obtaining this bleſſing, diſcovered 


by the Houſe or the country at large, would only tend to re- 


tard, if not defeat the object. He dreaded the conſequence 
of leaving the Emperor in the power of France. If he had 


met with diſaſters, the more penn for this country to ſay, 
here is more money for you.” He ridiculed the idea of 


conciliating France, by the Houſe adopting ſuch a motion as 


this. France, he had no doubt, would be equally willing 


to treat with any Miniſter who would ſurrender to it the 
valuable intereſts of this country. The grand object which 
France aimed at, was to keep England in chains. He aſk- 
ed, whether the ancient and daring ſpirit of this country 


was fled, or whether there was any ſufficient reaſon to ſink 


under our preſent difficulties ? He added, that to tie Mini- 


ſters down to the neceſſity of making peace on any terms 
With the enemy, was, in his opinion, perfect wildneſs; he 
ſhould therefore oppoſe the preſent queſtion before the 

| Houle, as one of a very dangerous tendency. This, in his 


opinion, was the moment for the Chancellor to come and 
propoſe a loan to the Emperor, for if he ſhould be left to 


Make bad terms of peace for himſelf, it would be, 1 in its con- 


ſequences, equally bad for this country. 
Colonel Fullarton ſaid, with reſpect to olcification; which 


he honourable Gentleman has ſo ably and truly urged as a 
_ deſirable object, he will probably not find a diſſenting voice 


from Dover to the Orkneys. But with reſpect to the mode 


how, or the time when, that benefit may be procured, with 
reſpect to the quomods, and the quando, on that point he will 


find tot homies, quot ſententic. For his part, his mind 
could hardly Agute 2 a more e en moment than the 


In 


Arr re.] WOODFALL'S PARLIAMENTARY REPORTS. 


In the firſt place, conſidering the actual ſtate of Great 
Britain and Ireland, it certainly appears, that any repetition 


of ambaſſadorial miſſion, or the diplomatique advances on 
the part of his Majeſty to the Directory or Cabinet of 
France, could only tend to expoſe his Majeſty's Councils, 
to have their propoſals again rejected. 
When we {trip' this queſtion of all diplomatique ambi- 
guity, it ſtands actually thus: ls this country prepared to 
admit, that Belgium thall not be reſtored to the Emperor, 
and that the Rhine ſha!l be the boundary of France, it you 
ſav, aye, then undonbtedly you may obtain terms of accom- 
madation; but if you ſay, No, then the French will an- 
{wer, come and take Belgium, come and drive us froin the 
Rhine. There again the guomsds-interpoſes obſtacles, which 


all the diplomatique powers of Lord Malmeſbury cannot 


obviate ; mor can they be obviated, unleſs Mr. Benjamin 
Garlike, or ſome other of our diplom dique operators, can 
prevail on his Profſian Majeſty to bring againlt the French, 
what in the Civil law is called - Actie inium regundorum. = 
But before Benjamin Garlike, or Lord Malmeſbury re- 
_ ceive any new credentials, there are preliminaries reſpecting 
the flatus quo - not the flatus quo ante bellum, but the flatus quo 
before the ſtoppage of our national circulation, which re- 
mains to be adjuſted, with a much more deſpotic and difficult 
Directory than that of France, I mean the imperium in im- 
perio, commonly called the Directors of the Bank of En- 


gland. We have often heard of Governments overturned 


by Ariſtocracies and Mobocracies, and Clubocracies, but 
now it is Bankocracy that threatens the deſtruction of ſocial 
order in this country. It is Bankocracy that turns and 


® » * . = . . DO 9: 15 
interpoſition of a diſtiaguiſhed Baronet (Sir W. Pufteney), 


will infallibly overturn this Government. 


Mr. De la Croix, it is neceſſary to aſcertain the fatus gus 
with Mr. Giles; it is neceſſary to reſtore the credit, confi- 
dence, and circulation of this country. It is neceſfiry to 
obtain the means of rendering this country impervious in 
defence, invincible in finance. Until theſe great and im- 
portant preliminaries are compleatly ratified, any overtures, 
or tendency to negociation with France, would not only be 
premature, but pernicious. _ | „ 
When thoſe great objects were accompliſhed, whenever 
Vol. II. „ 40 #5 -:5-the 


_ everturns all queſtions reſpecting war, negociation,” and 
peace, and which, if not prevented by the vigorous an able 


| Before we talk, therefore, of renewing negociations with 
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[ Commons, 
the time ſhall come, that the queſtion of overtures and ac- 


commodation can be diſcuſſed without impropriety, he ſaid, 
he would be ready fully and fairly to ſtate what he conceived. 
to be the only pructicable mode of obtaining reaſonable 


terms of peace. In the mean time, he ſhould only ſay, that 


ſome of the negociators who have hitherto been employed 


on the part of this country, have afforded very ample nega- 
tive inſtructions reſpecting thoſe things which ought to be 


_ avoided, if our object is, that negociation ſhould terminate 
He truſted, whenever. it ſhould pleaſe his 
Majeſty to renew negociations, they would be conducted 


in pacification. 


in a very different fpirit from the unconciliatory temper, 
and offenſive manners with which our diplomatique inter- 
courſe had been on different occations conducted on the 


Continent. 3 
Theſe are not times for eatruſting the molt important in 


tereſts of the country to plenipotentiaries, who intrench 


themſelves behind the ramparts of etiquette, and ſtalk on the 


ſtilts of ambaſſadorial mightineſs ; while, at the fame time, 


they are ſo bandaged and ſwaddled i in the formalities of di- 
plomatiſm, that if M. Delacroix were to aſk him what 
_ o'clock it is, thoy would hardly know how to give him a 
direct anſwer, without ſending expreſs to Een to conſult 
the minute hand at St. James's. 


There is another point, to which it may not be relevant 
to refer proſpectively on this buſineſs; 


to be encouraged by every practicable mode. 


annals of negociation, than the conduct of our Indian Go- 


vernment in the year 1781, when French, Dutch, Myſo- 


reans, and Mahrattas, were all in arms againft the Engliſh ; 


and our intereſts in the Eaſt were, if poſſible, more unproſ- 


perous than they are at preſent on the Continent of Europe. 


An honourable Baronet, now. a member of this Houſe, then 

| ſecond. in Council, and afterwards Governor General in 
India, in conjunction with Lord Macartney and Sir Eyre 
Coote intimated to the Mahrattas, that unleſs, in ſo far as 
might be neceſſary to ſupport exiſting engagements with 
allies, the Engliſh Government was determined that their 
operations againſt the Mahrattas ſhould be naval, and defen- 


five merely. This they intimated to the Poona Government, 


and from that moment not a ſhot was fired between the 
Mahrattas and the Engliſh. There is one other point, yarh 


mu 


"©. $459 


undoubtedly every 
returning ſentiment of amity and mutual forbearance ought 
Perhaps, with 


this view, no better beacon or directory can be found in the 


2 > 
2 IE MES r 7 * FORO a 
£45 * n nr 70 x * ** 5 oy) — * * tvs N 8 +1246 
EE SEE, ee een . 1 — 
2 7 n 8 1 n . r R r * , "wn CE * o n ** „ „ 2 { OG my WEE Wasn. , 
5 - . 7 2 5 HE? 6437p „„ . LAIRD 8 - o - by g r Fr r s . „ ph Bid * 
* 2 * 12 ” e RA She 9 8 $3.34 Spas 8 e 9 2 5 fx n 1 1 1 4 4 
= my x - . 0 TX : 2 * 2 „ TVS 7 Wl ee r na ates LI by 
. 4 * 5 * 83 J= , a, #4 < 


' Arrir, 10. WOODFALL'S PARLIAMENTARY REPORTS. 699 
muſt not be omitted. It is well known, that the French, 
from the commencement of the war, have reſiſted all ideas 
of treating collectively with the confederated powers: in 
ſo doing, they have proved their wiſdom: for by treating 
individually, they have detached every power from the con- 
federacy excepting Auſtria and England If the French 
loſe all hopes of detaching theſe powers from each other, 
they can no longer have the fame object left for perſiſting 
in that policy; at leaſt, it may no longer be impracticable 
to deviſe means for bringing them to treat on general princi- 
ples, and collective arrangements. This can hardly be ef- 
fected without a congreſs in ſome form or other. Under this 
impreſſion, he would take the liberty of reading ſuch a form 
of reſolutions, as he conceived would meet the object in 
view ; not meaning, howev er, at 1 to preſs them on the 
Houſe at preſent. | | 
4 Reſolved, That it is the opinion of ibs Houſe, that whenever a proper oppor= 
runity occurs, the mott eligible mode of eſtabliſhing the tranquillity of Europe 
on a ſecure F5undation will be, by aſſembling a general congreſs, ſuch as took place 
taſt century previous to the peace of Munſter, That the object of this congreſs 
ought to be, to ſpecify and declare to all mankind the principles of right and wrong, 
Which ought to govern the relations between independent ſtates, to ſpecify and de- 
; Clare to all mankind the principles of ſecurity, property, and public credit, which 
it is neceſſary to recogniſe and render e, before any pac ification can be ne- 
goclated with ſtability or honour, | 
In the event of tl.e belligerent powers not acceding to this opinion, it will be- 
come the Houſe to make known the grounds on which the war js continued, to aſ- 
cert.in the form in which it is to Le conducted, and to dec! are the principles on 
Which a ceſſation of hoſtilies 9 to be SIREN on the part of his Brittanic 
Majcſty.” ?“ | | | 
Sir John Macpherſon ſaid, ras ſeconded the motion, 
he ſhould now {tate the rebfons which had induced him to 
give it his ſupport. He imagined it to be of ſuch a nature 
that it could not fail of being agreeable to the ſide of the 
_ Houſe on which he ſtopd, and he was convinced that it would 
meet the approbatign of the oppoſite ſide. This nation, 
and every nation of Europe, ſuffered vaſt calainities in con- 
ſequence of the continuance of the war; and the unanimity 
of the Houſe on the preſent occaſion would be the greateſt 
of blefſi ings. The Houſe, he thought, had forgot the terms 
of the motion, or there could not have been ſo much dif- 
ference of opinion. It only went to this point, to excul- 
* that Houſe from any participation in the inſincerity 
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which had been ſaid to prevail in the late negociation for 


peace, and to facilitate any negociation which Miniſters 


might undertake hereafter. He Aid hope that if the Houſe 


was not quite unanimous on a queſtion of ſo much impor- 
tance, they would at leaſt ſhew ſome ſmall degree of unani- 
mity | ſome laughter. ] Sir John ſaid he was glad he was 


able to make the Houſe ſo merry. He had only endeavour- 
ed to explain his reaſons for ſupporting a motion which he 
thought might prove of the greateſt utility to the country, 
It would ſhew that this country was fighting for its rights 
and liberties, and that we were not the aggreſſors. It 


went no farther than to adviſe his Majeſty to negotiate upon 
the grounds on which the war was originally undertaken. 
It was evident that the French renounced the extravagant. 


ſyſtem upon which they acted in the commencement of the 
war, by the enquiry which the legiſlative body of that coun- 
try had inſtituted reſpecting the felons landed in Wales, | 
and he hoped to have ſeen a limilar {pirit of enquiry animate 


1 that Houle. : 


Mr. 7ohns craved from: the Houſe the ſame nde 
which he had experienced upon a former occaſion. No 
man wiſhed more anxiouſly for peace than he did himſelf; 


but he was for a peace founded upon the balance of power, 


and the general ſecurity of Europe. Peace might be made 


as unguardedly as war, and he thought the adoption of the 


preſent motion was calculated to place the reſtoration of 
that bleſſing at a greater diſtance than if it were left entirely 


to his Majeſty's Miniſters. Our Ambaſſador had been diſ- 


miſſed in ſuch an inſulting manner from Paris, that for his 
part he would never propoſe the renewing of a negociation 
with the ſame perſons. This was not the time to appear 
ready to ſubmit to any terms. In the preſent critical ſitua- 
tion of the country the Houſe ought not to fetter the Execu- 
tive Government, but leave them to take advantage of ſuch 


circumſtances as might occur. We had to contend with an 


enemy who had deſtroyed or enllaved every regular Govern- 
ment within their reach. This country was contending for 
all that was valuable in ſociety, for expiring humanity, for 


the preſent generation, and for poſterity. —* We tight,” ſaid 


he, “ for our God and for our King. If we hefitate, we are 


gone for ever, and with us will expire the whole of the civil- 
ized world.” Theſe were his opinions, and upon theſe grounds | 


he would vote againſt the original motion, and every motion 


of a ſimilar tendency. | 
Mr. Greene ſaid a few words in ſupport of the original 


motion. | | Mr. 
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Mr. N eſion ſaid, that upon all occaſions he had oppoſed 
the preſent unfortunate war. In the preſent inſtance he 
ſhould vote againſt the order of the day, with the view, it the 
original motion was carried, of moving an amendment upon 
it. The amendment he intended to propoſe, he thought, 

would be better calculated to produce the effect his honour- 
able friend wanted than the motion ſeemed to be in the ſtate 
he had ſubmitted it to the Houſe. 

Mr. Pollen replied. 

Mr. Martin propoſed that the original motion ſhould be 
withdrawn. 

The Houſe divided upon the queſtion of the order of the 

day : : | 


8 | — é — 291 
„„ 85 
Ari \ 206 


£5 After the diviſion, Mr. Pitt moved, 85 that the Houſe do 
now adjourn to Thurſday fe' nnight.” 
A debate aroſe on this motion. It was e by Mr. 
Grey and Mr. Fox, on the ground that the report of the Se- 
cret Committee on the ſtate of the finances, would be ready 
to be made on Thurſday next. 
Mr. Pitt (aid, if it was certain that the report 0 be 
: ready on Thurſday next, he ſhould not move the adjourn- 
ment until that day; but as its being ready was merely a 
matter of expectation, he did not think there was any rea- 
ſon for oppoling the motion.—Mr. Pitt's motion WAS s agreed 
1 
lt was then ankeed that the Houſe ſhould refotre into 2 
Committee of Su 'PP'Y on Friday ſe'nnight, and it was ſettled 


that the report of the Secret Committee, ſhould be Frag on 
the Monday following. 


e to . ſe t 


" HOUSE OF COMMONS. 
Foo THURSDAY, April 20. | 
"A new writ was ordered for a commiſſioner to ae in 


Parliament for the county of Dunbarton, in the room of 


William Cunningham Bontine, Eſq. who has accepted of the 
Chiltern Hundreds. 


Mr. JPilberforce Bird having obtained leave by motion, 
brought in a bill to e and amend an act of this ſeſlion 


of 


— 


. 
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of Parliament, for regulating two acts of his preſent Majeſty, 


reſtraining the negociation of Promiſſory notes and Bills of 


Exchange, &c.— The bill was read a firſt time, and ordered 
to be read a ſecond time to-morrow. 


Mr. Abbot brought up a Supplementary appendix to the 
report of the Committee of Finance, which was ordered to 
be laid on the table, and to be hap 


Adjourned. 


FI DAvx, April T3: 
Av Bragge brought up the third report of the Camumittze 


of Secrecy appointed to enquire into the cauſes which pro- 
duced the Order in Council prohibiting the Bank from ifſu- 


ing ſpecie in payment of their notes, which was ordered to 


be printed. 
Mr. Abbot brought up the ſecond report of hs Committee | 


of Public Finances, which was alſo ordered to be printed. 


The bill for explaining and amending the act for ſuſ- 
pending the 16th and 17th of 9 the Second was read a 
| ſecond time. 
On the motion of Mr. Hobart, a Committee was appoint- | 
ed upon the expiring MG with en to port chere - 


upon to the Houſe. 
The Iriſh Loan bill was read a third time a paſſed. 
The Committee of Supply was deferred till Monday. 
The Chancellor of the Exchequer poſtponed his motion upon 


Finance from Monday to Wedneſday. As there were two 


election ballots ſtanding for "Tueſday, and as it might hap- 


pen that they might not make a Houſe on that day, which 
would of courſe retard the financial diſcuſſion which he had 
given notice that he ſhould bring forward on Wedneſday, he 
propoſed that theſe ballots ſhould be put off till Friday, which 
was the day after that on which the Houſe was ordered to be 
called over. — The orders for hearing the petitions againſt | 
the elections for the county of Kent, and the city of Canter- 
_ bury, were accordingly diſcharged from Tueſday and fixed 


for Friday. 


The order alſo for hearing the vetition againſl the e ien | 
for the Borough of Maidſtone, was diſcharged from Thurſ- 


day and fixed for Friday. 


The Committee of Ways and Means was deferred ill 5 
Wan e, 
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HOUSE OF LORDS. 
Moxpa v, April 24. 
The royal aſſent was given by commiſſion to ſeveral pub- 


| lie and private acts. 
Received from the Commons ſeveral bills, which were 
read a firſt time. | | 


* P o 


INTERESTING PUBLIC EVENTS. 


The Duke of Grafton called the attention of the Houſe te to 
to the ſtate of public affairs, which appeared to him to be 


alarming, and the more ſo becauſe his Majeſty's Miniſters 


did not wake any communication to their Lordſhips that 
day. There were three points on which he wiſhed to be 
informed in an authentic manner, and on which he had hi- 
therto no information, except what appeared in newſpapers, 5 


and what he had heard as mere rumour from his acquaint- 


ance. The firlt was, that the Emperor had negociated, or 
was negociating, a ſeparate peace. The next was, that Ire- 
land was in a ſtate of inſurrection in many parts of it; and 
the laſt was, that the fleet at Portſmouth was in a ſtate in 
which no obedience was paid to the commands of the of- 
| ficers. Theſe were points of the moſt ſcrious importancete * 
this country, and he lamented molt fincerely that there was 
not in the Houfe that day, after fo conſiderable a rece {s, one 
Miniſter to give their Lordſhips information. He had 
_ entertained hopes, before he came to the Hauſe, that after 
what had happened, Miniſters would have adviſed his Ma— 
Jeſty to make a communication on all, or ſome of theſe im- 
portant points. The molt pleaſing would be that there was 
no foundation in any of the rumours upon either of the ſnb- 
jects; but if there was any foundation for any of them, their 
Lordſhips ought to be in poſſeſſion of ſome facts, and they 
' ſhould be laid before them in ſuch an authentic manner, as 


that they could regularly deliberate pon them, and proceed 


upon them in diſcharge of the duty they owed. to the State. 
But by neglecting to give the neceſſary information i in theſe. 


important particulars, and in this critical time; Miniſters 
ſanctioned, as far as they could ſanction, the aſperſions which 


had been c aft on the 'dignity of the Houſe, and encouraged 
evil-diſpoſed perſons to repeat, that their Lordſhips met in 


that Houſe merely for the purpoſe of forming a Court, as it, 


were, to enregiſter the Decrees or Edits of the Executive 


(Government. It was to refute ſuch ſlander that he wiſhed 
for 
* 


* 
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for the information which he was now ſeeking. Should 


their Lordſhips ſuffer public affairs to be conducted by Mi- 
nilters as they pleaſed, and withhold information, however 


important and neceſſary, as long as they pleaſed, that Houſe 


and its proceedings would ſoon, he feared, ſink into public 


_ contempt. He therefore could not help expreſſing a hope 


that ſome information would be given without delay upon 
theſe important ſubjects. 


The Lord Chancellor ſaid he did not queſtion the ſincerity 
of the noble Duke in deſiring information upon the matters 
to which he had alluded, and which were as important as the 
noble Duke had ſtated them to be. He could not give att 


the information that was called for. But he could tate, that 
as to Ireland, he knew of nothing of any important nature 
that had occurred ſince the laſt authentic account with 
which their Lordſhips were already acquainted. That with 


reſpect to affairs on the Continent, a mail had within a few. 
hours of the moment he was ſpeaking, arrived. The con- 


| tents of which their Lordſhips would readily ſee, from the 


nature of the thing, he could not now be prepared to com- 


municate to their Lordſhips in any way whatever ; and the 
late arrival of which was the cauſe of the abſence of his 


_ Majeſty's Miniſters. With regard to the fleet at Portſ- 
mouth, he was happy to have it in his power to ſay, that the 


ſailors had all of them returned to the regular and ordinary 
diſcharge of their duty ; a communication upon which would 


ſoon be made to the Houſe, perhaps in the ſhape which the 


noble Duke himſelf deſired. 
After a few words from the Duke of Grafton upon the 
neceſſity of a ſpeedy and ample communication, the Houſe 


i . proceeded to private buſineſs. 


Ad) ourned. 


HOUSE of COMMONS. 5 
 Monvpay, April 24. e 


The Speaker communicated to the Houſe the mw of 
Sir John Jervis to his letter, notifying the thanks of the 
HouſeQ. 

Sir John 8 moved that the Select Committee, ap- 


pointed to conſider the ſtate of the waſte, commonable, and 


improveable lands, ſhould have power to report. Agreed to. 
The Houſe went into a Committee of the whole Houſe 


on Mr, Wilberforce Bird's bill, to explain the act allowv- 


N 
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ing the iſſue of ſmall promiſſory notes. The duration of the 
bill was limited to the Sth of July next, inſtead of the 1ſt of 
May 
: The Houſe being reſumed, the report was revulyed, 
The Maidſtone dection ballot was put off from aer to 
| Tueſday the 9th of May. 
The Canterbury election ballot was pur off from F riday to 
Tueſday the 2d of May. 


|  MUTINY AT PORTSMOUTH. 
Mr. Fax aid he roſe to enquire of the Chancellor of the 


133 when it was his intention to communicate in- 
formation to the Houſe relative to certain very important 
tranſactions which had lately taken place at Portſmouth, and 
Which had attracted fo much attention. Of theſe he knew 
no more than what the public papers contained ; but it was a 
. ſubje& upon which the Houle ought to receive, as ſoon as 
5%, poſſible, the fulleſt information. 
| | The Chancellor s ef the Excheq: er (aid, that the queſtion had 
; anticipated his intention of intimating to the Houſe that 
| ſome information upon this ſubject would very ſpeedily be 
| communicated to the Houſe. —At preſent however, he had 


* 
a 


bk IS 41S 


1 a : 1 — x — - #3 - - - » I * £ Sn 3 4 =. 
. * Crane cat 3 5 „ n 8 RS + af £6. AR; — A 1 * > «Fon ia _ +: ILY 
np 41 oo — - — 2 13 =. — - 2 r Les - x 5 ” A — — ” PLA % — 2 - 
: ee — hed b "6, as, p «#4: at * wee — — - ——— . 7 * * = © — TED — 
r e Q * ee 2 rr 2 Moor 4 re SIS — 1 I — — "wed 2 
—— c 5 — x 
, 2 — — ——— —— ppt woman — 2 — 
— — — — * — £7 — — — * wy — 
4 WE ” 


bp es 


r 
_ 


| no commands to make that communication now. Owin 19 
180 the diſtance from Portſmouth it was impofft ible to lay bl 
; when circumſtances would allow the whole of the ſubject to . 
Tp be laid before the Houſe, but certainly it would take place well 
early, and he thould, as ſoon. as po Able, give notice of the 1 
preciſe day. i} 0 
The Chancellor f ho Ex chequer 99 that _ firſt report . 
of the Committee of Finance, and various other Papers, 1 
ſhould be referred to the Committee of Supply. { #4; 
The Houle ti then reſolved itlelf into a a Committee of Sup- 135 
| | l 
| 


The (ener of the Exchequer ſeid, it was not his inten- 5 
tion to anticipate the diſcuſſion upon the ſubject of the | 
finances, which would take place on Wedneſday ; all that he 

meant, at preſent, was to ſtate the three general branches of 
ſupply which he propoſed to vote. The firſt point was an. 
additional ſum to prevent the encreaſe of navy debt in the cur- 
rent year. —The ſecond regarded the growing produce of the 
conſolidated fund, and the charges upon it not provided for, 
and for meeting ſuch outſtanding charges on ſervices as 
might be found to exiſt. That which related to the navy 
would be found to be the largeſt, without taking! into view any 
Vor. II. 1797. 5 4 X thing 
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thing more than what had been uſual formerly to provide. 
Seven millions ſix hundred thouſand pounds had already been 


voted. A farther ſum of five millions would be wanted, over 


and above this ſum of ſeven millions, ſo that the whole 'of the 


charge on this article would amount to about twelve millions, 


being nearly. the ſum ftated in the report of finance. The five 


millions he propoſed ? to be voted now were inſtead of the two 


millions and a halfWhich had been formerly ſtated. The de- 


tails upon the whole of the ſubjects he ſhould reſerve till a fu- 
ture occaſion. He then moved his firſt reſolution, *©* That a 


ſum, not exceedinf ve millions, thould be granted to his Ma- 
jeſty to prevent t 15 
agreed to. 


The Chancella:afvhe Exchequer then moved, ws That a fm, 


not exceeding 1,1 L0,00cl. ſhould be granted to his Majeſty, 


to pay off the' fums raiſed by Enchequer bills to that amount 
voted laſt year. 


That a ſum, not exceeding 1,147,000]. be 1 to 


his Majeſty, to make good the charges on the conſolidated 


fund” which were put and agreed to. 


Several other reſolutions for leſſer ſums were then put and | 
agreed to. The Houſe was reſumed, and the FOOTE ordered | 


to be received the next day. 
| Mr. Ryder moved, that certain acts relative to the importa- 
tion of manufactures from the Levant and Mediterranean 


ſhould be read; and moved, that the Houſe ſhould reſolve it- 


ſelf into a Committee of the whole N to take them into 
conſideration the next day. 
„ Ihe Corporation Cauſes Bill was deferred to this day en n- 
night. 
I be other ordert of the day were likewiſe deferred. 
Adjourned. | 


HOUSE OF LORDS. 
TukspAx, April 25. 
Heard counfel in a Committee of Privileges for the Earl of 
Erni. reſpondent, againſt the Earl of Lauderdale's Petition. 
Several Bills were brought up from the Houſe of Commons. 


The Lord Chancellor communicated to the Houle the anſwer 


of Sir John Jervis to his letter, notifying the thanks of the 
Houle. ee 


HOUSE OF COMMONS. 
„ I 'VESDAY, Abril ab. 
The Promiſſory Note Bill was read a third time, and 29% 
Mr. 


3 on the navy debt, which was 
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Mr. Windbam brought up a paper from the War Office, 


which was ordered to lie upon the table. 


In a Committee of the whole Houle it was mowed; that an 


allowance be granted for goods imported from the Levant 


in Britiſh or foreign veſſels; and that the Chairman be di- 
"rected to move the Houſe for leave to bring in a Bill purſuant 


thereto. 
The Houſe iefolved itſelf 5 into a Commit on che Naviga- 


tion acts, and the report was ordered for Monday. 


The report of the Committee of Supply was e to by the 


Houſe. The ee are the ſums voted, 
k | 8. d. 
795 19 6 for money for Sir John Farhill, Secretary to the Commiſſioners for 
85 2 the reduction of the ae debt. 
110 © o to the Clerk for American claims. 
31,000 © o for French clergy and laity. 
35,033 0 © for ſupporting convicts on the Thames. 
9,623 12 6 for ſupporting convicts at Langſton and Portſmouth. 
4,515 8 14 for repairs of the Fleet Priſon 
556074 3 32 for repairs oi the King's Bench. 
1,461 15 6 for proſecutions relating to corn. | 
for money iſſued for the proſecutions againſt Mr. Haſtings. | 


2,806 8 
S904 5 for the ſalary of the Chief Juſtice of Newfoundland. 
371,825 14 1 for money iſſued for New South Wales, and not W for. 


for expences and allowances under the alien act. 
for ſupport of the African forts and ſettlements. 
for the Board of Agriculture. 


for certain ſecret ſervices between the oth of October 1796 and 
10th of Jan. 1797. | 


1,740 


| 3,000. 
1,345 


000 295 © © 


1, 800 0 o for extraordinary expences relating to proſecutions reſpecting the 


Corn. 


32,000 © © for maintenance and employment of convicts at home, for 1797. 
7,000 © o for printing journals, votes, reports, and papers, for 1797. 
2,00 © © for ſuperintending the alien act for 1797. | 
30, 0 o © for New South Wales for 1797. 

: 46,1 0: 0-0 for American ſufferers for 797. 


Mr. Grey moved, chat there be laid before the Houſe an ac- 


count of all the bills- from Dominica, paid by the Treaſury, 
prior to the 2 5th of December 1790, and all the bills that have 


fince appeared at the Trealury. | 
Mr. Long moved, that there be Jaid before the Houſe an 


_ eſtimate of the * debt, as it ſtood on the 31ſt of December 


1796. 


aſt India Company's warehouſes, and for the protec- 


A perſon from the Navy Office brought up an account of 


the debt as it ſtood on the 316 of December 88 
nen, 
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Leave was given to bring i in a Bill to enable the Eaſt lade : 


Company, to pay two regiments of volunteers for the protection 
of the 


tion of the kingdom. 
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HOUSE OF COMMONS. 
_ WEDNESDAY, April 26. 


The call of the Houſe was deferred till Monday fe*nnight. 
Mr. Mamwaring moved tor the ſecond reading of the Bil to 
_ empower the Juſtices of the Peace in the county "of Middleſex 
to make a more equal county rate. 

The Marquis of Titchfield objected to the Bill, becauſe the 
pariſh quotas had been ſettled 60 years ago by Parliament, ac- 
cording to the ancient contributions, and perſons who had lince 
made purchaſes would be ſufferers thereby. 

Major Metcalfe thought the Bill required deliberation, 51 
thought that every county would have a right to expect a ſimi- 
lar alleſſment, if it paſſed. He therefore moved, by way of 
amendment, that the Bill ſhould be read a ſecond time on that 
day three months. 

Mr. Mainwaring ſaid, he had hoped to have the Bill read a 
ſecond time, and er diſcuſſed. He conceived a more 
fair rate to be extremely neceſlary ; and if, by the ſtatute of the 
12th of George II. the ancient contributions enacted by the 
4th of William and Queen Mary were preferved, it was be- 
cauſe the pariſhes were all equally aſſeſſed then in proportion, 
and becauſe the legiſlature did not at that time think the word- 

ing of the act could afterwards work ſuch monſtrous injuſtice 
as it had done. In 1739 the county rate was only 800l. per 
annum. It afterwards roſe to 1, 2001. and it had riſen to the 
enormous amount of 1 5,000!. per annum. In the mean time 
the rental of the Strand was no more than 10,0001. per annum, 
out of which it contributed the yearly ſum of 2151. to the 
county rate, while the rental of Mary-le-bonne was 320, oool. 
per annum, out of which it contributed no more than 541. 
whereas, according to an equal proportion between the 1ental 
and the rate, the pariſh of Mary-le-bonne ought to contribute 
more than four times that ſum, while the Strand ſhould pay 
no more than gol. per annum. The ſame fort of argument 
applied to the pariſhes of Spitalfields and Shoreditch, where 
numbers of induſtrious poor people are compelled to contribute 
with difficulty a larger portion to the county rate than pariſhes 
where ſcarcely any but the rich and the idle have their reſi- 
dente. As to the objeCtion, that every county would have a 
right to expect a ſimilar aſſeſſment if this Bill paſſed, he denied 
the fact, becauſe other counties are not liable to incur the ſame 
encrealing expences. The proſecution of felons in the county 
of Middleſex is attended with an additional expence to that of 
other counties; and. to ſuch an amount do theſe expences ſome- 
times 


Arkif 26] WOODFALL'S PARLIAMENTARY REPORTS, 709 
times riſe, that, in a recent ti ĩal of two perſons for forgery, the 
proſecution colt no leis a lum than 6601. 188. d. Now as 
the large pariſh of Marybone mult. be more inſtrumental in 
cauting theſe expences than ſmaller pariſhes, it was but juſt it 
ſhould contribute a proportion. The expence of building a 
Houſe of Correction had alſo encreaſed the county rate in the 
ſum of 20,0001. to which was to be added the yearly expences 
attending it of 1000l. and to this alſo was to be added the expence 
of building a new priſon in Clerkenwell, for which the ſum of 


60,c00l. was borrowed at an inrereſt, including the other ex- 


pences attending it, of 3000l, per annum. All theſe expences 
had been incurred ſince the paſſing of the act, none of which 
the legiſlature could poffibly foreſee. To ſhew further how 


5 extremely hard the preſent rate bore upon ſome of the ſmaller 


pariſhes inhabited by the poorer claſſes of people, he ſtated 
that, by a dreadful fire in Radcliffe two or three years ago, the 
greater part of the houſes in the pariſh were conſumed, toge- 


ther with the property of the inhabitants, and conſequently 
they were no longer able to contribute to the county rate: yet, 
according to the letter of the law, the Magiſtrates of Middle- 
ſex might have diſtrained the goods and chattels of the overſeers 
for the payment of it, which was a ſpecies of humanity he did 


not expect to hear of, even from the pariſh of Mary-le-bonne. 
To conclude, he contended, that if the Bill did paſs, the pa- 
Tiſh of Mary-le-bonne would not have a great deal to complain 


of, as an equal county rate would not aſſeſs it more, in addi- 


tion to the trifle which it now contributes, than one penny in 
the pound. 


The Holicitor General and the Maſter of the Rolls both ſpoke 


in favour of the Bill, after which the Houſe divided. 


Hes (for the ſecond reading) 1 
Noes 1 the poliponement) : hd | 
Maj ority | 7 11 


It was then 3 that it be r. on Wedneſday fo night, 


and carried on a diviſion of 80 to 77. 


Mr. Roſe moved, that the following a be laid before 
the Houſe, preparatory to the opening of the e 8 


were ordered, and immediately preſented: 


An account of the produce of the conſolidated duties of the ſtamp revenues, from | 


the 5th of April 1795 to the 5th of April 1796. 


An account of the produce of the duties of 1 per cent, upon ſums inſured on pro- 


perty conſumed by fire. 
An account of the produce of the duties upon dills of e | 
An account of the produce of duties on wrought ſilver and gold plate. 
And an account of the . of duties on ſolicitors" and Ktarmes' certificates. 


Mr. 
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Mr. St. John took this opportunity to give notice of a mo- 
tion he intended to bring forward next Friday ſe'nnight, of 


which he had formerly made ERS and in order to do 


which he moved, 


4 For an account of the deaths and caſualties in the Britiſh forces, or which have 
happened in the forces under Britiſh pay, in the iſland of St. Domingo, from the 


ecommencement of the war to the lateſt period in which the accounts can be made up.“ 


Mr. Dundas objected, becauſe the honourable Gentleman 


mult ſee that ſuch accounts were never made in a time of war. 


Mr. Grey thought there could be no objection, as he under- 
ſtood his honourable friend did not mean to enquire into the 
ſtrength of the garriſon, but ery to move for a return of 
the killed, dead, and miſſing. 


Mr. Secretary Dundas explained; ſtating, that he ſhould 


have no objection to laying the returns before the Houſe, as far 


as he was able, which would be ſomewhere up to fix months 


= previous to the preſent period. 


Mr. St. John amended his motion, by | moving for the re- 


turns up to the 3oth of September, which was read and agreed 
to. He then moved for accounts of the civil eſtabliſhment of 
that part of the iſland of St. Domingo belonging to Great Bri- 
_ tain, certifying the names of the officers and the falaries an- 


nexed, together with an account of the return of the deaths 


and caſualties in the navy, upon that ſtation, from the com- 
mencement of the war to the zoth of e 1796, which 


were ordered. 


General I/alpole renewed his notice of a motion reſpecting 


5 the Maroon war, and, in ordered to bring it forward, moved, 


% That an humble Addreſs be preſented to his Majeſty, that he would be graci- 


ouſly pleaſed to order a copy of the printed Proceedings of the Legiſlative Aſſembly 


ef jamaica, relative to the war with the Maroons, to be laid before the Houſe, to- 


gether with a copy of the Obſervations made by Major-General Walpole, and a 


copy of the Correſpondence between A General Wentworth and the Governor 


_of Jamaica. 


Mr. Secretary Dundas objeCted 1 to the latter motion, becauſe 
the correſpondence was of a familiar nature, and, as he thought. 
not of any uſe for the object of the honourable General's mo- - 


tion. Though familiar letters might ſometimes accidentally | 
come into the recognition of office, he did not therefore think 


they ought to be made public without the mutual conſent of 


the parties they belonged to. 


General /alpele replied, that as they had already been pro- 
duced and acted upon in the Legiſlative Aſſembly of Jamaica, 
he conceived they ought not to be refuſed, is f 

X I, 


Kees 


— 
$54 
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Mr. Secretary Dundas ſtated, that none but the printed cor- 
reſpondence had been produced and acted upon in the Legiſla- 
tive Aſſembly of Jamaica, and that was included 1 in the Amer 


711 


motion. 
Mr. St. John throw the latter motion. The former 


Was e read and agreed to, and the accounts ordered. 


BUDGE Illi 
The order of the day was then read, and the Houſe re- 


falved itſelf into a Committee of Ways and Means, 


Mr. Sylveſter Douglas in the chair. | 
The: report of the Select Committee of Finance being 


previouſly referred to the ſaid Committe, 
The Chancellor of the Exchequer. * In the great and ex- 
tenſive proſecution of the buſineſs which it is my duty this 
day to ſubmit to the conſideration of the Committee, it is im- 
poſſible for me not to feel the weight and importance of the 
burthens which our exigencies have occaſioned, and ſtill leſs 
is it impoſſible for me not to feel conſiderable regret, and 
great perſonal diſappointment in being compelled, however 
reluctantly, to propoſe an addition to the ample and large 


Proviſion already made towards defraying the expences of 


the country in a wide and calamitous war, and increaſe the 
preſent burthens which are borne with unexampled patience, 
and to which nothing but the moſt rigorous neceſſity could 
force me to add freſh burthens. I am conſcious the ſenſa- 
tions of every gentleman in the Committee will be hurt on 
this occaſion, and | truſt, whatever may be their feelings 
upon this ſubject, they will give me credit my ſenſations are 
not leſs alive. But it is not my duty to dwell on thoſe ſ.aſa- 
tions.—Much as I regret the cauſes of the war, and the ca- 
lamities with which it has been attended; much as I regret . 
the manner in which the hope of a ſpeedy termination has 
been obſtructed, and additional expences thereby incurred; 
much as I regret increaſing expences, where expences have 


already been ſo much and almoſt fo inſufferably increaſed ; 


and whatever may be my own perſonal mortification and re- 
gret in being obliged to come forward at ſuch a diſtreſsful 
period with new burthens; I feel it, notwithſtanding, to be 
my firſt great duty, as I hope and truſt the Houſe and coun- 
try will do with me, with a firm and manly ſpirit, to con- 
vince the enemy that however great may be our preſſure, 
however embarraſſed our circumſtances, we are determined 


to contend with them as long as we are able, rather than 


ſubmit to haughty and diſhonourable terms. Though we 
| may not be rant enough to accompliſh the means by 


which | 
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which we can terminate the fatal conteſt in which we are 


engaged, conſiſtently with the honour, ſecurity, and perma- 
nent and eſſential intereſts of the nation, let us yet convince 
our enemies, that our ſpirit does not deſert us in our trials, 


but that, in ſpite of every difficulty, we will {till be juſt both 


to ure and to our country. in this ſentiment I truſt to 
meet the ſenſe of the Houſe and the people at large, whoſe 


patriotiſm, juſtice, and magnanimity, as they never have 
failed in the molt arduous conflicts, will not, I truſt, fail 
now ; but manifeſt, on the contrary, that whatever may be 


the event, they have but one duty to purſue, viz. to ſecure 


and preſerve the ſafety, honour, and happineſs of the king- 
dom. Without heſitation, though certainly not without 
anxiety and regret, I ſhall now proceed to ſubmit to the 


Committee what | have to propoſe. | 

In doing this, it is with plealure I declare, that I hall r not 
cnly derive great advantage, but that my labour is materially 
diminiſhed alſo by the very able and impartial ſtatements of 
the firſt report of the Select Committee of Finance, which 
has been printed and this day laid before you. However, in 


particular parts, | may be juſtified in differing from theſe 
ſtatements, however favourable thoſe ſtatements may be to 
the general wiſhes of the Houſe and of the country (and I 
am ready to confeſs they are more favourable than what I 

have to propoſe.) I ſhall guide myſelf by their direction, and 
render that report the baſis of the plan of my propoſal. 1 
thall follow the uſual mode of proceeding upon ſubjects of 

this nature, and firſt take a view of, the tranſactions which 
have cauſed the expences for which we are now called on to 
provide, and ſtate what ſums remain to be provided for; 1 
hall then compare theſe provitional demands with what have 


been alrcady provided for in the courſe of the preſent year, 


and ſubmit the plans which I propoſe for a further proviſion, 
and in this proceſs I ſhall be as ſhort and explicit as I can. 
For this purpoſe, therefore, and according to the uſual prac- 
tice, I ſhall firſt call the attention of the Houſe to the whole 
amount of ſervices for the prefent year, with the amount of 
the ſums already voted for defraying them, and the amount 


of the ſums remaining to be voted; and after that I ſhall de- 


tail the Ways and Means by which theſe ſervices have already 
been defrayed, and by which the remainder may be defray- 


ed; and finally I ſhall ſtate the ſpecific meaſures which I 


mean to ground upon thoſe ſtatements towards the proviſion 


for the accumulated intereſt and charges. For the ſake of 
. N 85 e being 


n 
TL 
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being clear and intelligible, I ſhall proceed article by ar- 
ticle, under various heads; and, to purlue the cultumary 


5 mode, [ ſhall of courſe begin-with the 


| The eim ee will cecotiett; that for the Naval ſervice 
of the current ycar, there has been already voted the ſum of 
9,661,000). in addition to which the Committee of Supply 


has voted 5,000,000]. more. Ge:iiemen will recolle ect, that 


although I eſtimated the expences of tlic Naval department 
at 7,661,000]. | then {tated my intenticn to propoſe the pro- 
viſion of a further ſum of 2,500,000). i order to remedy an 
inconvenience which heretofore had ariſen, and thereby have 


10, 161, oool. in caih towards defraying any excels of Navy | 


debt. Such, however, have been the extraordinary exertions 


and expences ot the war, that there yet remained an un- 


funded debt of the Navy unprovided tor to the amount 
of four millions. In the itaternents the Select Com- 
mittee a compariſon has been given between chis out{tand- 
ing Navy debt and the outſtandi ing Navy diht in 1783, 
and the Committee has made an allowance for 3, ooo, cool. 
In the reports of the Select Committee it appears by the belt 
eſtimates, that as far as they can be aicertaltn d, ks dences 
for the Navy ſervice would amount to 2, 000, og wich is 
ſhort of what | have ſtated them to be, bus +» :< edi 8 hat I 
formerly conſidered them, By way of reducing this unedunt, 
_ though. ought to {tate that a ſum ot $00,090]. vent in aid of 
the Navy ſervices of 1796, and cont- juently | left the provi- 
ſion for the ſervices of 1797 deficient in that fum, for, how- 
ever, careful we may be, a part of the exoences will be car- 
ried on in Navy bills, though certainly to leſs extent than 


| formerly. In the proviſion of 12,000,095 four thillings Der 
month would be carried to the ordinary expences of the 


Navy, whereby about 110,000i. would be taken away from 
the unfunded debt. As J ſuppole there will then be a mil- 


lion, or a million and a half of Navy debt afloat. Such was 
my former ſtatement, and compared with the ſtatement of 


the Committee, there is this difference, that it ſuppoſes 


1,500,00al. of floating Navy debt, inſtead of 3,020,000]. as 


the Select Committee of Finance has calculated. 1 do not 
know whether I have expreſſed myſelf clearly upon this 
point; but if not, I ſhall be happy to give any | mand a 
further r explanation. 
ARMY. _ 
*. next head of ſervice is the army, upon which there has 


You. II. 1797. 4 * been 
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been already voted the ſum of 10, 913, oool. The accounts 


for torcign corps are not yet made out, but they ſoon will be, 


and I have reaſon to hope their expences will be leſs than 


were calculated in my original ſtatement, and leſs than they 
appeared to the Select Comics; I have reaſon to think 
this diminution will amount to one half, and that the ſum of 


. 370,000]. will be ſufficient; 6,000,000]. was the total 
amount eſtimated for the Army eſtablihment, independent of 


the extraordinaries, which 1s leſs by 297,000]. than the eſti- 


mates for the enſuing year by the Select Committe. In 1796 
there were ſome extraordinary expences of the army incur- 
red which at preſent remain unprovided for, to the amount 
of 3,287,000]. and in the interval of the 8th of December 
and the 1ſt of January, there was another outſtanding de- 


mand made evident of 1c, oool. which, in conſequence of 


not being paid, is to be added to the other, and makes a ſum 
of 3,387, oool. out-ſtanding 1 9 debt to be provided for. It 


appears by the report of the Sclect Committee, morcover, 


that by "Treaſury bills paid at the Bank, and warrants for 
army fervice due and unpaid, a further ſum of 2,08 1, oool. 
remains to be provided for, inaſmuch as Treaſury bills paid 
at the Bank previous to the 5th of January 1797, and thoſe. 
which were due on the 8th of January, but not included, 
amounted to 1,660,000]. to which were to be added 
428, oool. for Army warrants. So that the ſum total would 
be as before ſtated 2,088, Cool. The eſtimated ſum: to be 
incurred by the Army extraordinaries for 1797, according 


to the report of the Secret Committee, and for the amount 


of which it is my intention to provide, is 4,000,000]. It was 


not propoſed before Chriſtmas to raiſe any ſum of money for 
this head of ſervice, but fo far as any calculation to the 


lateſt poſſible period could be made, the calculaiion nearly tal- 


lied with that fum. It is here to be obferved, that the extra- 

ordinaries of the army are now, for the firſt time, brought 
forward by way of eſtimate, at leaſt they were never done ſo 
fully till the preſent war, but they were paid out of the 
money granted for other ſervices, leaving the proviſion for 


© 


thoſe ſervices deficient to another year. In addition to this, 


there has been advanced to the Emperor, by way of loan, and 
which will be due to the -public 1, 200, col. and a ſum of 
9:0,000l. advanced to the merchants of Grenada and St. 


Vincents, which will alſo be returned. There are further 
advances to the Emperor to be ſet againſt the expence of ex- 


traordinaries to a very large amount, for which it will not be 
neceſſary to Provide a preſent fund, though I ſet them down 
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as ſo much credit againſt ſo much debt. The Treaſury bills 
and Army warrants at home, did not go to the extent of 
2,088,000l. but there were bills from remote parts, not- 
withſtanding the precautions I had taken to calculate and 
curtail the expences abroad as much as poſlible, which ex- 
ceeded what was formerly thought upon eſtimate to be their 
_utmolt amount. This might in part be owing to the un- 
foreſeen and incalculable operations of the war; however, I 
did not think it conſiſtent to leave them to reſt on diſtant _ 
means of payment, and I choſe accordingly to propole for 
their proviſion. This compriſes all under the head of the 
Army. 1 e 5 
e ORDNANCE. 1 
I now come to the Ordnance department, for which 
there has been already voted the ſum of 1, 623, oool. and to 
which I do not mean to propoſe any addition, I muſt ob 
ſerve, however, that ſince the eſtimates were made, a de- 
mand of 300,000l. to pay debentures for ſtores ſupplied and 
ſervices performed, has ſince come in for part of the Ord- 
Nance expences in the ſame manner as the Treaſury bills of 
__ 1,000,000]. of which J did not then know. To this defici- 
_ency may be added another in the barrack department, in 
which an outſtanding debt remains, not merely for the build- 
ing of barracks, but for the expences of proviſion and ac- 
_ commodation, in which the ſoldiers would have been fur- 
niſhed to the amount of. the fame charge upon the public if 
they had not been garriſoned in barracks, ' but had been 
quartered elſewhere. I mention this to remove any preju- 
dice which might perhaps have otherwiſe been indulged, 
and ſhall conclude this article by recommending the pro- 
viſion adviſed by the Select Committee of 517,co01. which 
in the preſent view of this ſubject will defray the whole de- 
mands. I have now proceeded through the Navy, Army, 
and Ordnance, in which I do not recolle& to have omitted 
any extraordinary items, except that I have not mentioned 
a ſpecihc additional ſum, which I mean to propoſe for the 
further relief of his Imperial Majeſty in the preſent critical 
period, and the particular ſtatement of which | have reſerved 
0 2 ſeparate diſcuſiion. As early as practicable, that ſubject 3 
ſhall be ſubmitted to the conſideration of the Committee; 
but however impdrtant it may appear, it is not expedient 
with my arrangement to enter on it at preſent. 
MISCELLANEOUS SERVICE. 
The next branch of the ſupplies is for defraying the ex- 
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pences of what is called the Miſcellaneous Service, which 
includes the expences of plantations, convicts, &c. For this 
there has been already voted the ſum of 378,o00l. ard if I 


Es proceed by the eſtimates ef the Select Committee, @ further 


fur of 929,000]. will be found neceſſary. In this ſum 
400,000]. is compriſed for making proviſion before hand for 
articles which it has been uſual to pay in the firſt inſtance 
out of the Civil Liſt, and to propoſe afterwards to Parlia- 
ment to vote a fum ſufficient to repay what has been fo ad- 


vanced. Under this ſtatement, I have not included the pro- 


viſion of any ſum which the important domeſtic happineſs of 
the royal family, and the accuſtomed feelings of the country 


have allowed as the uſual portion with any of the female 


branches. That proviſion will come better perhaps hereafter 
under a diſtinct and ſpecific propoſition. There is, however 
a ſum of 600,000l. included, which is propoſed to be lent to 
the ſuffering Grenada merchants over and above the ſums 


_ which I before ſtated, and which are to be ultimately re- 


paid; but I took occaſion to include them in my ſtatement 
of the actual expenditure, becauſc they are ſums for which 1 | 


find it neceſſary to provide a temporary pronion. 


| NATIONAL DEBT. 
The next article of ſupply is the 3 proviſion for the 


N diſcharge of the National debt of 200,000]. 


DEFICIENCIFS OF LAND AND MALT. 
To this is to be added, the uſual proviſion made for the 
deficiency of the produce of the taxes ypon Land and Malt, 
to the amount of 350 cool. 1 


"REPAY MENTS TO THE BANK. 


1,254,000. is to be provided to repay the Bank for 44. | 
vances upon the growing produce of the Conſolidated Fund, 
and 1, 370, cool. to diſcharge Exchequer bills iſſued on the 
credit of the Conlolidated Fund for 1796, and paid alſo by 


the Bank. 
FURTHER DEFICIENCIES OF LAND AND MALT. 


I ſhall propoſe a further proviſion of 900,000l. to meet 
the deficiencies of Land and Malt not included in the eſti- 


* 


late, but which I think may probably ariſe. 


NAVY AND EXCHEQUER BILLS. 


The next ſum is 1,110,000]. voted in the Committee of 
Supp!y , 
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Supply, for the diſcharge of Navy and Exchequer bills, raif- 
ed by. an act of laſt ſeſſion, upon a vote of credit in 1796. 
: The Houſe will recolle&, that a proviſion was made for 
z funding Navy and Exchequer bills, and relieving the market 
4 of ſo much outſtanding debt. There was a party who did 
| not chooſe to avail themſelves of the liberty of funding the 
bills they hold, and this ſum was to make good their de- 
VV = 
. CONSOLIDATED FUND. 3 
The next ſum is 2, 7, oool. to make good 3, 500, oool. 
charged by an act of laſt ſeſſion on the growing produce of 
the conſolidated fund, for the ſervice of the year 1796. 
3.500, odol. was the ſum granted and thought applicable, 
but various circumſtances had operated to its difappoint- 
ment. Exchequer biils advanced to the merchants of Gre- 
nada and St. Vincent's, in conſequence of the misfortunes in 
_ thoſe colonies were paid in again; a loſs was ſuſtained in the 
product both of the new and old taxes, by the ſtoppage of 
our diſtilleries, the defalcation of which ſums was not made 
good in the year, and to this was to be added the payment of 
bounties to ſeamen, by the receivers of the cuſtoms out of 
the produce of that year's revenue, which cauſed a defalca- 
tion in the produce of the cuſtoms ; and laſtly, the bounties 
upon the importation of corn. Theſe circumſtances of 
courſe would nor make the whole deficiencies good, and 
leave the Conſolidated Fund applicable to the ſervice of 
1797; and as I cannot ſuppoſe that the Committce would 
choofe to have thoſe ſums charged like a mortgage on the 
Conſolidated Fund, I have provided for its relief, and taken 
them as an article of ſupply from the 5th of April 1796 to 
the 5th of April 1797. 5 % 9 


vorkE OF CREDIT, AND LOAN TO THE EMPEROR. 
There is only one other ſum which remains to be ſtated, 
and that is a vote of credit to the amount of 3, c, cl. As 
- $00,00cl: has already been advanced to the Emperor, I wiſh, 
if it meets with the approbation of Parliament, to be pro- 
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vided with a further fum of 2,505,0ccl. in order to make bi 
further advances, if approved of, as the time and exigencies 1 
may require. I ſtate this in order to let the Committee 
know the ultimate amount of what ſums it may be neceſſary 1 


to provide; at the ſame time I deſire to have it underſtood, 1 
that do not mean to pledge any perſon to a final vote upon 1 
further advances to the Emperor, unleſs for a certain ſum 
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{ FCounone, 
j to a limited extent, which TI ſhall ſtate before I ſit down. 
| Suppoſing this vote of credit to take place, however, or not, 


I ſhall ſtate that as part of the ſum to a limited extent, 
which I deem abſolutely neceſſary at this critical period, 
to allow the Emperor to fulfill his engagements, together 
; with my reaſons for it. I have now gone through the whole 
| of the ſupply, all the demands for which it was not poflible 
to calculate before Chriſtmas, and throughout my ſtatements 

7 of them J have acted on the report of the Select Committee. 
1 In ſo extenſive a ſtatement it is impoſſible for me to hope 
that I have proceeded fo clearly as not ſometimes ſcarcely to 

have made myſelf underſtood ; but if any gentleman labours 
under any difficulty, I ſhall only requeſt him to follow me 
through the very able ſtatements of that report, and I believe 
he will find our accounts tally ſo nearly in the eſtimated ſer- 
vices and outſtanding arrears, as to ſhew the fulleſt confir- 
mation of the accuracy of my ſtatements. For the ſake of 
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þ being more explicit, however, I ſhall ſum up all the heads 
| of the ſupply in a 
1 RECAPIT ULATION. - 
Navy © - — - - 12,661,000 © 
{ Þ Army . 8 : 5 — 6, 600, oo LS 
| Army Extriordinaties - 9 5 5 | 3,387,000 5 
Treaſury Bills and Army W. arrants e i 25,088,000 3s, 
5 Ordaance — — - - WE 1,623,000 7 
i _ Ordnance, Extraordinaries, ind racks | - - 737,000 5 
6 Miſcellancous Service - © = - SOT — 929,000 
. Advances to the merchants of Grenada — . 600,000 
4 Imperial Lonn — - | — $00,000 
ö Annual addition to Sinking Fond | 6 | — 20, ooo 
1 Debciency of Land and Malt - - 350, 0 
Re- pay ments to the Bank for advances on the Conſolidated Fund of | | 
n 5 - - - 1,054,000 
Ditto 1796 5 wi. - GT 1, 370, 0 
Further 1 of Land and Malt 2 goo, ooo 
To diſcharge Exchequer bills iflucd on the credit of the Confolidated | 1 
Fund for 1795 — . 1,110,000 
Deficiencies of Confolidated Fat - — 2,177, ooo. 
A ote of Credit - - — 235, 500, oo0 
38,786, 00 


| Mr. Pitt computed the ſum total at 42, 766, oool. but he 
h omitted the fractions in his computation, and at other times 
did not punctnally adhere to the Kate ments i in the report of 


—  -.- 


OE * 
— * 


the Select Committee. 
1 | WAYS AND MEANS. 
1 Now, Sir, in 1 regard to the Ways. and Means for providing 
| | : „tee 
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theſe ſupplies, I muſt beg leave to ſtate, that a ſum a little 


leſs than ſeven millions will cover the expence; becauſe a 


" repayment of ſome of the advances may take place in the 
courſe of the year; 1, 500, oool. ariſing from the taxes on 
the land and malt, will be payable by October, and Exche- 


quer bills to the amount of 1,600,000). will repay the trea- 
ſury bills in the ſame ſum paid at the bank. | 

My next duty, in the mean time, is to ſtate with what 
ways and means I am provided to meet the various ſums 
of this large amount. In order to do that, I ſhall begin 
with the land and malt already voted, which according to the 


_ uſual calculation is reckoned at 2,750,c00l. The ſurplus 
of grants already voted, 420,000l. and the loan by voluntary 
| ſubſcription, 18, ooo, oool making a ſum total of 21, 170, oool. 


O 


Theſe are the only ſums already voted towards defraying the 


expences of the year, but there were other ſums ſtated in the 


original ſtatement, of which the firſt was a lottery. The 
lottery has varied in the general ſtatement, but taken ac- 
_ cording to the uſual profit, it produces ſomewhere about 
200,0001. By Exchequer bills in the former ſtatement, 


1 took credit for 5,500,c00l. which is the uſual amount of 


Exchequer bills kept afloat : but I do not now think it pru- 
dent to rely upon an iſſue of Exchequer bills to that amount, 
on account of the recent embarraſſments in public credit. 
I ſhallnot reckon therefore on a larger iſſue than 3,0c0,000]. 
which is leſs than the quantity now in circulation. I ſhall 
take the ſurplus of the growing produce of the conſolidated 
fund on a new eſtimate, on account of the charges on it, 
and ſhall therefore take credit but for a moderate ſum to be 
derived from that ſource. This moderation does not riſe 
from any diminution of the permanent taxes, becauſe the 
report of the Select Committee on Finance confirms my re- 
peated aſſertions of the flouriſhing ſtate of the permanent 


revenue; nor does it riſe from any conſiderable diſappoint- 
ment Thom the produce of new taxes, becauſe, upona review 


of the new taxes levied in 1793, 1794, 1795, and the beſt 
eſtimates of the probable amount of the new taxes for 1796, 


When any ſuppoſition is entertained that they will not be 
able in their ultimate amount to maintain themſelves at the 
produce at which they were computed, by ſetting them 
againſt the loans ſince raiſed, and operating one againſt the 
other to a general diminution, It will be found that they go 


near to counterbalance any deficiency, and are ncarly equal 


to the charge upon the conſolidated fund by providing the 
| interc-k 
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intereſt of the funded debt. But it is to be recollected, that 
although in laying taxes I take credit for an amount which 
cannot be ſo productive as I may have calculated, I have ge- 
nerally endeavoured, ſoon enough, to meet the encreaſed 
charge, and prevent an accumulation of unfunded debt. I 
now. ſtand with the knowledge of two quarters, freed from 
a mortgage of 1, or 5, oool. and higher in their computation 
than I was juſtified to make them. As heavy as my com- 
putation might be, however, I have the ſatisfa&tion to hope, 
the total of the ſupply may recur before the taxes of next 
year, though allowance mult be taken for both conſidera- 
tions. Every eſtimate is liable to uncertainty, but the aver- 
age of the permanent taxes upon four years I find to be 
13,919,000]. tO-Which- adding duties of 1996, I ſhall have 
a total ſum of 17,803,000. I am aware of the allowance 
of wine from the ſtock in hand, but in looking at the produce 
of the ſum total of the permanent taxes, and looking for- 
ward to diſtant periods when freih ſums will become due, 
J havea right to aſſume that to be the amount; for when 
we ceaſe to take account of the ſtock on hand, the annual 
conſumption will replace the deficiency. The taxes im- 
' poſed for 1797, were reckoned at 2,100,0c0l. Part of thofe 
taxes, it is true, are yet under con{:deration, but many will 
take place at an early period. I do not ſuppoſe, therefore, 
that [ ſhall be taking the benefit of the eſtimate at too much, 
if upon the whole, 1 value them at 1,500,000l. To this 
is to be added the further amount of 600,0001. which I ſup- 
poſe to be the nett profit of the taxes which I am about to 
propoſe, and the advantage of which we are likely to re- 
ceive by the 5th of April next, ſo that the whole yearly 
amount of the produce of the permanent revenue may then 
be calculated at 19,9-3,0001. Mr. Pitt then calculated the 
yariaus other ſums, to meet the ſupplies from the arrears of 
land and malt, the ſale of Dutch prizes, the returns of pay- 
ment to the Bank, the remaining money in hand upon the 
corn bountjes, &c. making a ſum total of 42,870,000]. 
But the loan which he had agreed for proviſionally was 
18, ooo, oool. of which ſum it was intended that 1,500,000. 
ſhould be borrowed for the ſervice of his Majeſty s king- 
dom of Ireland. The money to be raiſed at their charge, 
and intereſt to be provided for it by that kingdom. It was 
inhis contemplation to propoſe to the Committee on a future 
_day to make further advances to the Emperor to the amount 
ef 2,000,000]. diſtinctly from the loan, of 1,500,000]. which 
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he thould alſo propoſe on a future day, as a ſpecific propoli- 
tion. In making his bargain for the loan, therefore, he had 
done it in two ways, he had made a bargain for 14, 500, oool. 


certain, of which 13,000,000]. were for Britiſh ſervices to 


be provided for at the charge of Britain, and 1,500,000). 


for, and to be at the charge of Ireland. He had made a 

bargain conditionally for 35500, oool. if the Committee 
ſhould agree with him that it would be wile and proper to 
make a further loan to the Emperor. In his opinion it 
might be done with perfect ſafety without affecting the caſh 
of the country, without altering the exchanges of Europe, 


or in any degree injuring our trade. If the Emperor had 


an expenditure to make in this country, we might ſurely aſſiſt 


him to all that amount, ſuch, for inſtance, as the halt- early ; 


dividend which he had to pay, amounting to 203,000]. and 
he certainly ſhould make a ſpecific propoſition to accomo- 


date him by the advance of that ſum. On Monday next he 
thould ſubmit a propoſition to the Committee to that ef- 
feat. He now came. to {tate the amount of the bonus to the 
ſubſcribers to the new loan of 18, ooo, oool. He could not 
fay that the terms of that loan were advantageous to the 
public. They were, however, under all the circumſtances, 
perhaps more favourable than had been anticipated ; it was 


not fair to argue from any depreſſion that had happened ſince 


the bargain had been made. Though he had ſtruggled 
hard for good terms, yet he had not been unmindful of the 
ſituation of things, and he thought he might with confidence 
rely on the equitable nature of the terms to both ſides. He 
had conſidered the price of the funds on the day when the 
| bargain was made as prices likely to be permanent; he 
thought that the funds had found their level, and that they 
were not likely to be deprefſed further. He had therefore 
propoſed to conſider the 3 per cents. conſols and reduced, at 
50, the 4 per cent. at 64, and the long annuity at een 
years. To this, however, the contractors did not ſeem 
inclined perfectly to agree; they thought that the 3 per 
cents. reduced, and the 4 per cents. were taken too high, . 


According to this ſtatement the terms Were as follows: . 


125 0 0 of 3 per cents, conſols at Es SER 10 | 
80 O O of 3 per cents, reduced at 3 N 25 9 
20 © © of 4 per cents. at — 6 4·ôßꝗ "4-122 16 
0 6 6 long annuity at 14 years — — 4 11 
. 75 104 17 


Vor. II. 1797. 
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| | Making a bouus to the lender of 41. 175. but this, though infinitely. 

5 too high, was not all, for theic was alſo the diſcount which he 
had agreed to allow at the rate of 4 per cent. inſtead of 3, which had 


. been heietofore uſual. Fo all perſons, therefore, who took ad- 
5 | vantage of this diſcount, it was worth — . 


[ Com MON 5, 


| : 107 5 
. To thoſe who lid not take advantage of the diſcount in pay- 
ing up in full, there was {till an advantage by their being 
0 entitled to the Intereſt, though they paid their money only 
1 by inſtalments, and this advantage was eſtimated to be nearly 
þ two pounds, fo that in every view of the bargain the bonus 
was in reality equal to {ix pounds feventcen thillings. A 
great and improvident bonus for the pub:ic to give, but 
which, he was ſorry to ſay, that under all the circumſtances, 
he could not prevent It was to be obſerved, however, that 
the ſix ſhillings and ſixpence of long annuity was only to be 
given in caſe the loan ſhould be 18,000, oool. and there was 
to be a deduction of ſixpence for each million, by as many 
millions as it ſhould be thort of that amount. The perma- 
nent intereſt on this loan was at the rate of ſix pounds ſeven- 
teen fhillings and ſixpence, per cent. per annum, to which, 
adding for the charge of management and the redemption 
| fund, the intereſt would be eight pounds ſeven ſhillings and 
4 ſixpence. It would be neceſſary for him to move a reſolu- 
| tion that Exchequer bills, which had been recently taken at 
5 par upon a ſpecial condition of being received on the firſt 
1 payment of the loan, ſhould be ſo received as money. It 
1 was a great accommodation to the public ; it had prevented 
| | theſe bills from being diſcredited, and about 420,000]. had , 
been received by Government in this wa 
J have taken a view (ſaid Mr. Pitt)* of the total amount of 
the ſupplics which had been voted for the ſervice of the year, of 
the totalamount of the ways and means which had been provided 
for detraying the charges already incurred, of the total amount 
of the produce of the taxes which have been impoſed to pay 
the intereſt of the capital debt, and ſtated the terms of the 
Joan which have been proviſionally contracted. for; and in 
doing this, | have endeavoured to make proviſion for an ex- 
ceſs of navy debt above the eſtimate, and for the extraordi- 
naries of the army which might occur in the courfe of the 
year 1797. | have only to mention one circumſtance, in 
addivicn to thoſe which I have already enumerated, which 
is, that there were ſome unliquidated claims of the Eaſt oh 
India company, the amount of which were unknown, but 
which ſomewhat encreaſcd « our outſtanding demands, I do z 
not 
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not pretend that my ſtatement is entirely free from inaccu- 
racy, error, or omiſſion; but in no one branch of it have I 
intentionally concealed or miſtated the real {1tuation of the 
country. e 

Another point which I found it neceſſary to mention as a 
probable addition to the public expence, but which I reſerve : 
for diſcuſlion till it is brought before the Houſe in a regular 
ſhape. From a variety of unforeſeen and unexpected cir- 
cumſtances, the laſt loan of eighteen millions, which have 

been raiſed by voluntary ſubſcription, has fallen to a rate 

of diſcount which has been attended with conſiderable loſs 
to the ſubſcribers. It would be matter of ſeparate and diſ- 
tinct con(:deration on a future day, whether the Houſe would 
allow that loſs entirely to reſt upon the ſubſcribers, who had 
ſo laudably and honourably manifeſted their zeal and their 
patriotiſm in the public cauſe, or whether ſome relief ought _ 

not to be granted to them Proportionate to the loſs which | 

they had ſuſtained. 

Of the loan which had been proviſionally G for, 
there was, he ſaid, as he had ſtated before, a million and an 
half as a loan for the payment of the ſums already advanced to 
the Emperor; a million and an half for Ireland, and two mil- 
* lions to provide for ſuch farther advances as the Houſe might 

| think fit, upon mature deliberation, to authorize the Govern- 
ment to ſend to his Imperial Majeity. There remained, there- 
fore, juſt thirteen millions, for which he had to provide inte- 
reſt at the rate of 81. 5s. 6d. including the reduction fund, 
which amounted to a ſum of 959, nl. Beſides this, there 
Was a floating navy debt of thice millions and a half, which 
could not be diminiſhed while the war continued, and which 
could only be paid off at the return of peace. But, as money 
would then be borrowed on better terms than at preſent, he 
found it neceſſary to provide only 5 per cent. intereſt for this 
debt, which would make a ſum of 175,0501. There was allo 
a a deficiency ariſing from ſome of the taxes which he had pro- 
poſed before Chriſtmas having been abandoned, amounting to 
about 100, oool. which it was neceſſary for him now to fup- 
ply. The whole intereſt, therefore, which he had to provide ; 
for by additional impoſts;: amounted to 1,234,000]. There 
 wasno reaſon to ſuppoſe that the taxes which had been impoſed 
before Chriſtmas would be leſs productive than they had been 
_ eſtimated, and in forming the preſent eſtimate of the ſum 
wanted to pay the intereſ: of the increaſed Capital debt, he took 
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no credit for any ſurplus which might ariſe from the e produce 
of the permanent taxes. 


NEW TAXES. 


Under this view of the ſubject, the Chancellor of the Exche- 
quer proceeded to ſtate the outline of the ſources of taxation 
which appeared to be leaſt objectionable for defraying the bur- 
thens which we were under the neceſſity of meeting, and by 
meeting which with manlineſs and courage we were moſt like- 


Ty to overcome the difficulties of our ſituation. And upon thus 

part of the ſubject he confeſſed feeling himſelf a good deal at 
a loſs, ſince there was no mode of taxation that he could pro- 
poſe which was not liable to objections of one kind or other, 


It was to be recollected, however, that our ſituation was one 
which there was only a choice of evils, and our ſubmiſſion was 


due to thoſe which, upon the whole, were the leaſt prefim:., 


In looking at the different branches of revenue, there was one 
ſource of taxation which appeared to him to be preferable to 


any other, becauſe the produce was eaſily raiſed, widely dif- 
fuſed, and which preſſed little upon any paiticular claſs, eſpe- 
| cially the lower orders of ſociety, and it was the more eligible 


on this account, that the revenue ariſing from it, at the fame 


time that it was ample, was fately and expeditiouſly collected 
=] ata {mall e 


STAMPS. 


What  allude to, faid he, is the 3 branch. of ſtamp 
duties, which, though they are now more than double what 
they were in the American war, have not undergone any con- 
ſiderable increaſe for ſome years. My object is to impoſe an 
additional duty which. would bear upon the great maſs of 


ſtamps, with the exception only of thoſe which had been lately 


increaſed, or of thoſe which from their nature would not ad- 


mit of any augmentation. The claſs on which I ſhall propoſe 


the greateſt addition, is that which paſſed under the name of 


conſolidated flamp duties, by which was meant that claſs in 
which ſtamps of the fame denomination were applied to a great 


number of different inſtruments, ſuch as deeds, copyholds, 


adjudications, and all law inſtraments. I mean, however, 
that law inſtruments ſhould be exempted from the operation 


of the tax, becauſe, though it certainly is proper as much as 


poſſible to diſcourage litigation, yet, while it might tend to 


diminiſh the number of frivolous law ſuits, it might alſo in- 
creaſe oppreſſive coſts, which, for the take of juſtice, ought to 
be avoided. Beſides law inſtruments, Lam of opinion that the 
probates of wills for {mall ſums ſhould be included in the ex- 

ception, 
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ception. As a tax upon legacies has been lately impoſed, I 


propoſe that they alſo ſhould be exempted in the preſent in- 


ſtance. Policies of infurance for the fame reaſon have a fair 
claim to exemption. Upon the great bulk of the ſtamps, how- 


ever, upon which I propoſe that the preſent tax ſhould ope- 
rate, I think that the preſent duty ſhould be doubled. This 
| ſource of revenue | expect to yield 320,000). EO 


TRANSFERS OF PROPERTY, 
"The next object of taxation to which I look are transfers of. 


property. I do not mean that the tax on ſingle {kins, which 


now pay a ſtamp duty of ſeven ſhillings, ſhould be doubled ; 


I only intend that the duty ſhould be increaſed three ſhillings, 
that they ſhould pay ten ſhillings inſtead of ſeven. It muſt | 
have appeared, however, that the inſtruments by which vali- 
dity was given to any tranſaction, and to which property owed 


ſecurity, might fairly be made a teſt of contribution. I have 
to propoſe, therefore, not only an additional flap duty upon 


each ſkin, but a ſcale of duty proportioned to the conſideration 


in money which is transferred. This is only extending a 


principle already recognized and adopted in the duty which 


was impoſed upon property ſold by auction. That duty was 


ſixpence per pound upon real property, and tenpence per pound 
on all 3 property, diſpoſed of in that way, and produced 


100,000l. a year, Obſerving that that tax did not operate 


againſt the diſpoſal of property by auction, and calculating that 
ten millions of property were annually transferred from one 
hand to another, 1 compute that by impoſing a duty of four- 
pence per pound on all private transfers, a fum would be raiſed 
400 at leaſt 170,000]. per annum. - 


COPIES oF DEEDS. 


At preſent there is a ſtamp on all deeds, but I underſtand 


that authenticated copies of them, unſtamped, are admitted. 
] ſee no reaſon why the duty ſhould not attach to the copy as 


well as to the original, It has been ſuggeſted to me, that a 
regulation of this kind would Nin ir into the revenue 49,000l. 


per annum. 
PROBATES OF WILLS. 


The fourth article which I mean to propoſe as a a ſubject of : 
taxation, relates to the probates of wills, all of which, except 
thoſe for ſums under 3ool. I ſhall move to pay a certain duty, 


"own may h the ſum of 40,000l. 
NEWSPAPERS, 


Ther next t ſobjeck I haye to offer to the Committee, is one 
which 
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which will produce a great deal of diſcuſſion out of this Houſe. 
It relates to a certain ſpecies of property well known in this 


country; but it will be the vehicle (and that not a verbal one) 


of conveying to the different parts of the country what 1 am 
now ſtating. When J conſider the great prevalence of this 
vehicle of general intelligence; When 1 conſider the amazing 

extent to which it has been carried; that the luxury of it has 


been ſo very generally felt and practiſed ; that the taſte of the - 


public is not likely to be thaten by any trifling increafe in the 
price of an article fought after with ſuch univerſal avidity ; 
when I conſider alſo the immenſe profits produced by theſe ar- 
ticles of luxury, which are of a nature that ought not to ex- 


empt them from their ſhare of general taxation, I conceive 
that the laying of an additional duty on newſpapers is a mea- 


{ure that cannot be in any manner Objectionable. This might 
be done without any injury either to the editors or the authors 
of ſuch publications. "The preſent duty is 2d. on each paper; 
in addition to which I ſhould propoſe a further tax of one penny 
halfpenny; and even in that caſe conſiderable gains will be 


produced to the proprietors of papers. I ſhould conceive 


that the price to cuſtomers ought not to be raiſed any higher 
than this additional duty; becauſe on a former occaſion, in 


_ conſequence of an encreaſed duty on paper, the price of 


newſpapers were raiſed far beyond that proportion, and has 
continued ſo ever fince ; therefore I do not imagine the pro- 
prietors of them can now have any equitable claim toan en- 
creaſe in their price. The tum produced by this duty will 
amount to I 14,000}, 
ADVERTISEMENTS. 
The next thing | have to propoſe, is a modification of the 


duties on advertiſements pubi:th-d in newſpapers. Accord- 


ing to the regulations that xi{t at preſent, there is no dif- 
ference in the duty upon an advertiſement of three lines 


and that on one of the greatolt extent. I ſhould propoſe 


to vary the preſent mode, and according to the regulations 
which I ſhall offer, there may be advertiſements the duty 


on which ſhall amount only to ſome ſhillings, while on 


others the duty thall riſe up h {ome pounds ſterling. The 

eſtimated produce from this tource will amount to 20,0001. 
ATTORNIES' CERTIFICATES. 

The next duty I have to propoſe, is to ariſe from a regu- 


lation of the ſtamps onaitornics certificates, by which certain 
frauds that have hitherto been practiſed may be prevented, 
This will produce the ſun of 15,0001. 


/ PLATE, 
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PLATE. 0 

There is one more article of luxury which 1 ſhall propels 
tolay a tax on; that is, all plate that ſhall be manufactured 


for. the purpaſe of ornamental uſe, which will e the ſum 


of Zo, oool. 
All thoſe taxes which I have juſt erate, ſeem to me 
to preſs as lightly on the general bulk of the people as any I 
could think of ; and 1 of all! to inereaſe the national diffi- 


ol IS. 


There ſtill remains one more to be aided: ] have en i 
voured to find one, which, although 1 confeſs it is not free 
from ſome ſpeculative and practical objections, will not 


however be found inconvenient to the public at large. It is 


a ſubject which has often been thought of before this time; 
which has been once before this Houſe, but was withdrawn. 
This is a tax on carriages of all ſorts, and on goods of all 
kinds conveyed by carriages which paſs through turnpike- 
gates, where the tax is to operate by an increaſe of the tolls. 
To this it will be right to make ſome exemptions ; ſuch as 
exemptions on all new tolls till they ſhall have riſen to a cer- 
tain amount—general exceptions provided for by general 
laws and local exceptions in certain diſtricts. The fame 
exceptions that now prevail in tolls ought alſo to prevail on 
the part of the public ; and I ſhould propoſe that the ſame _ 
duty may be taken for the public, that is now paid for tolls. 
1 cannot exactly ſay how much this will produce; but 1 
| know that when it was brought forward here about fifteen 
years ago, it was eſtimated at no leſs a ſum than between 
4 and 5c, oool. I have had an opportunity of knowing the 
amount of the tolls of the gates about the metropolis, which 
are not a tenth part of thoſe throughout the whole kingdom. 
By this means I can in ſome manner aſcertain the amount 
of the preſent tax; and I think it will produce between 4 
and 500,00 l. With reſpect to the principle of this tax, it 
may be objected to on the ground of its being a great hard- 
ſhip to lay a burthen on paſſengers and the conveyance of 
goods ; but I hope when gentlemen will conſider how ſmall | 
a portion muſt fall to each individual, that they will not look. 
upon this as a grievance, bus rather as a manner of lighten- 


ing the general burthens. 


| have now {tated every thing which concelval material 
in as conciſe a manner as I could; and I return my thanks 


to the Committee for the indulgence they have ſhewn me 


during the length of t time 1 have treſſpalled « on their atten-⸗ | 
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ply of 18 millions, he now repeats the Speed and calls 
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tion. 1 have no other excuſe to make than that I am plead- 
ing the neceſſity of dwelling on a ſubje& which I did not 
wiſh to'bring forward imperfectly. And I now ſubmit this 


| pleafing circumſtance to the conſideration of the Houſe, that 


in the midſt of difficulties, and apparently ſurrounded by 


calamities, we have {till been able to find ſuch ample re- 
ſources, as thoſe which have been ſtated to them this day. I 
call upon them to reflect, that at the moment when we are 


ſtruggling with a great conteſt—while we are labouring 
under preſſures as heavy as they are unexampled ; we {till lee 
the ſtrength and powers which we poſieſs; and that if We 
are not to be alarmed at imaginary evils, if we are not to be 
diſpirited by events which are not ſo calamitous in them 
ſelves as they have been conceived to be, we ſhall find the 
radical wealth and the ample means of this country fully 
ſufficient to ſupport us in every conjuncture of our affairs, 


and ultimately to reſtore us to that ſituation from which we 


have been removed for a time, by circumſtances as extraor- 
dinary as they have been unavoidable. The Chancellor of the 


Exchequer concluded by moving reſolutions founded on his 


ſtatements. 


Mr. Vox ſaid, the ſubject now propoſed to the conſider- 


ation of the Committee, is of ſuch vaſt and ſerious import- 


ance, that I think it unneceſſary to apologize for following 
the right hon. Gentleman through ſome of the various ſtate- 
ments and calculations he has made, and offering my reaſons. 


for differing moſt eſſentially in opinion with hin, not only 
with regard to the ſtate of the finances of the country, but 
alſo with reſpect to the deductions which he has endeavoured 


to eſtabliſſi from the poſitions which he has brought for- 
ward. The road, Sir, we have to travel, is not beſet with 


flowers, but opens to our view a comfortleſs and dreary pro- 


ipet, and, while we raſhly continue to purſue it, we are 


_ deprived of every means to avoid the impending precipices 


with which it is on every ſide ſurrounded. I intreat gentle- 
men to conſider and compare the ſtatements they have heard 
this day from the right hon. Gentleman, and thoſe with 
which he has, on former occaſions, but too ſucceſsfully de- 
luded them. But however ſpecious and unfounded his finan- 
cial calculations have formerly been, they are even exceeded 
in deluſion by his ſtatements made this day, which I main- 


tain are altogether unprecedented in the hiſtory of finance. 


The right honourable Gentleman came forward in the month 
of December laſt, and having ſucceeded in obtaining a ſup- 


den 
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on us for the ſame ſum. But how has he pre faced this ſud- 


den and extraordinary demand? He has declared, that the 


taſk of applying to the Houſe, after ſo ſhort an interval; and 
for ſo large a ſum, is irkſome and painful to him, and that i 


he has been diſappointed in his views. That he has di ſap- 
pointed us by this unexpected application, J moſt readily 


have recourſe to our liberality, after the recent and moſt 
convincing proof we have already given of it, or which can 


Juſtify his applying for this enormous ſum, I am, Sir, at a 


admit; but what particular diſappointments the right hon. 
Gentleman may have experienced, which compels him to 


loſs to conceive. Does he forget the language which he 


uſed in this Houſe on the 7th of laſt December, and muſt he 


be reminded, that 18 millions then advanced were given not 


ſo much with an idea of proſecuting the war, as with an 
earneſt hope of enabling him to forward the great and deſir- 
able work of peace? Can it be neceſſary for me to recall to 


him the public wiſhes at that period for a ſpeedy termina- 
tion of the war; and that the loan was accomplithed on the 
general hope of a ſucceſsful iſſue to Lord Malmeſbury's em- 


baſſy ? He told us then, that the advance of 18 millions was 


an ample ſupply, for ſuch were his words, for the exigencies 


of the ſtate, and adequate to the preflure of every circum- 


What other diſappointments the ſanguine expectations of the 
right hon. Gentleman may have ſuffered, he has not con- 


ſtance. Yet no diſappointment has ſince happened to in- 
duce him ſo ſuddenly to repeat the experiment. I can not 
for my part perceive any diſappointment which can have 
compelled him to this unprecedented application, except the 
ſtate of Ireland alone, and the ſum required for the embar- - 
raſſments of that kingdom amounts to a million and a half. 


deſcended to inform us. I clearly expoſed the illuſions with 


which he amuſed the Houſe when he called on us to provide 
for the laſt loan of 18 millions, and the event has fully veri- 


fied what I then preſſed ſo carneſtly on the attention of gen- 
tlemen. With reſpect to the ſtatements made in the report 

of the Select Committee, of the produce of the permanent 
taxes for the years 1793, 1794, and 1795, I am willing to 


give the right hon. Gentleman every benefit he may with to 


progucy of the taxes in 1796, as ſtated in the report of the, 
Vox. II. TVT 1 Selech 


derive from that report, however I may differ in opinion 
with the ſubject matter of the report, and object to the 
documents on which it is founded. In ſpeaking of the 
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7 _WODDZALL'S PARLIAMENTARY. REPORTS. Commons, 
Select Committee, on which he builds his calculations, (I 


ſtop here tor a moment, and requeſt it may be remembered, 


that I do not agree to the extent of that part of the report, 


or to the uſe which he make of it.) Not knowing the 


_ amount of the Hat and Legacy duty, I allow them to pro- 
duc what he himſelf thinks fit to (tate; but when I come 


to the Wine duty, there, Sir, I beg leave to obſerve, that I 


differ both with the Committee and with the right honour- 
able gentleman. The ſtoc k in hand cannot, in any reſpe& 

be conſidered as an annual tax, and, indeed, the right 
honourable gentleman feems by the very arguments which. 
he introduces in favour of that opinion to admit that it can- 

nat be viewed in that light. The fair way to eſtimate the 


produce of the wine-duty is to calculate it for 1796 on the 
ſame ground as if it was conſidered in 1795 ; and I will, 
Sir, by a parity of reaſoning, argue for the produce of 1797 
by the experience we have had of the preceding year. Thus 
having given the right honourable Gentleman full credit for 


the Hat and Legacy duty, and admitting that a duty of 20l. 
per ton will produce in 1796. what it has produced in 1795, 


T {till maintain that there remains a deficiency of no leſs a ſum 
than 357,000. in the produce of the taxes brought forward 


by the right honourable Gentleman. I will not argue that 


becauſe he was Minus 357, oool. he ſhould have immediately 


proceeded to provide for it; but I will contend, that for 
him to maintain that he had a ſurplus when he was actually 
minus 357,000. is an alluſion of too groſs and n a 


even the 
taxes of 1796 produced the ſum it was intended they ſhould, 


there would ſtill be a deficiency of 88,02cl. and that accord- 


nature to impoſe on the underſtanding. But i 


Ing to the report of the Select Committee. Let us then 
conſider that at the beginning of the ſeſſion we were 


357,001. ſhort that in October the right honourable Gen- 
tlewan funds his Navy bills, and immediately after, in De- 
ceniber, makes his loan, ſhould he not then have ſaid that 


the intereſt of the taxes was not cqual to meet the public 


_ exigencies? Inſtead of the taxes which have been propoſed, 
it appears that a ſum of 1,85c,00c]. in taxes would not 


be too much for the various calls of the preſent moment, 


The deficiency on my calculation amounts to 479,0001. 


and not to 210,000. as tated by the right honourable Gen- 


tleman, and in the report of the Select Committee. And 


here, Sir, I think it neceſſary to declare, that the report of 
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that Committee does not merit the eulogium which has been 
laviſhed on it. I believe it has originated from and has been 
conducted with good intentions, but that it 1s particularly 
clear, that it is founded on convincing documents, and that 


it is ſupported by evident and accurate calculations, I can 


by no means admit. For beg leave to aſk, what has been 


the line of conduct purſued by the members of the Commit- 
tee? They ſent to the public othces tor the calculations in 
the reſpective departments; and on theſe papers, ſo ſup- 


plied through the very channel ot Government, they pro- 
ceeded to form a deciſive opinion, and here I mult notice, 


that in delivering their deciſion to the Houſe they have 


merely grounded their proceedings on the authorities furniſh- 


ed inconteſtibly by Government, and which a'one we are 


thus called upon to ſanction. 10 ſtating the produce of the 


permanent taxes, they have recourſe to the {teppage of the 
diſtilleries, for the purpoſe of accounting for the deficiency 


which took place in them, and proceeding on the ſame 


ſyſtem, they alſo allude to the bounties granted to ſeamen 


in 1796, when it cannot be denied, that theſe bounties were 
in reality iſſued not in one year, but within a year and a 
half. This conduct was therefore prejudicial to the pro- 
duce of the permanent taxes in 1795, and to that of other 
years. They ſay, that the ſtoppage of the diſtilleries be- 


tween June 1795, and November 1796, mult have materially 


affected the amount of that part of the produce which ariſes _ 


from the duty on Britiſh ſpirits. They do not venture to 


ſtate the preciſe deficiency, but on comparing the produce 
of the duties on Britiſh ſpirits in 1796, with the average pro- 
duce of the ſame duties in the three preceding years, the de- 

| ficiency is ſaid to be 557,79 zl. They immediately after 
admit, that upon this computed account of the loſs upon the 

diſtilleries, an allowance ſhould be made in conſideration 

of any increaſe of duties upon beer which may have taken 
place within the ſame period; but what the amount of that 


allowance may be, they do not attempt to point out. Thus, 
Sir, it is evident, that they eſtimate a deficiency in one in- 


_ ſtance with reſpeR to the ſtoppage of the diſtilleries, on the 
ſyſtem of a computed average, and rejc any ſubſtitute for 
that deficiency in the inſtance of the duties on beer, which 
they clearly admit have increaſed, but which they do not 


think proper to eſtimate by comparing it with the average 
produce of qther years, as they have done in the caſe of dil- 
zilleries. Let us for a moment take the average produce of 
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the beer tax for the three preceding years, and we ſhall find 
that there ariſes a ſum of 270, oool. in favour of laſt year, 
which has been entirely overlooked in the report of the Com- 


mittee. This ſum, I therefore contend, ought to have been 


added to the produce of the permanent taxes. They have 
alſo, Sir, ſtated their eſtimate of the navy ſervice for the 


enſuing year to amount to 12,925,00cl. but the right ho- 
nourable Gentleman differs in this very material conſideration 


from the Committee, and fixes it at 12,661, Ocol. to which 
if we add, as we are juſtified in doing, the floating ar- 


rears of 1,5c0,00cl. the eſtimate will then appear to be 


14, 161, 001. Thus the right honourable Gentleman, inſtead 


of making his eſtimate, as he ſays it is leſs by 1,000,000l. 


than that furniſhed by the Committee, will in fact make 
it greatly exceed that which we find in the report. I with. 


to know, Sir, on what principle he has calculated the pro- 


bable increaſe of the navy debt for the enſuing year. In 
my opinion the beſt, and certainly the moſt ſatisfactory wa 
would be, to calculate it by the experience we have had of 


the expences incurred in that department of the public ſer- 


vice during the laſt year. I muſt obſerve, that in every 


eſtimate of this nature he has been always diſappointed, 


and the cauſe is obvious: he has continually acted on errone- 


ous principles, and has therefore been continually miſtaken. 


What is the line of conduct then which he ſhould adopt ? 
Why, Sir, inſtead of confining himſelf to narrow and cir- 


cumſeribed ſtatements, inſtead of implicitly regulating his 
judgment by the ſtandard of official accounts and trifling 
calculations, he ought to take matters on a larger, and un- 


queſtionably a more ſecure baſis, ſince it is eſtabliſhed by 
the experience of the paſt. Let us take a ſhort view of the 
effect of thoſe eſtimates on which he prides himſelf, On 


the 7th of December, 1795, the right honourable Gentleman 


ſtated, that the probable increaſe of the navy debt would 
be 24 millions, and this he called a very ample eſtimate. 


| Then it aroſe to 4 millions; then to 7 millions; and now, 


in the month of April, which ſeems to be a fixed term for 

bringing forward a ſecond budget, he calls for 8 millions 
more. The right honourable Gentleman next tells us, that 
he has all his documents from the reſpeQive offices; and 
this I believe to be true; but he ought to ſuppoſe an in- 
creaſe not merely from official papers, but from the conſtant 
experience of facts. The expences of the navy are at this 
moment on a much larger ſcale than any time during the 


| | ; War. 
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war. I Io, ooo men were voted for the ſervice of laſt year, 
we have this year voted 120,0c0. Inſtead, therefore, of 
making the increaſe leſs than it vas, he ſhould make it pro- 
portionably greater, and it ought to be b or 700,0col. more 
than what it is now fixed at. With reſpe& to the army 
extraordinaries, the right honourable Gentleman ſays, they 
are included in the common eſtimate, but will he not admit 
that many after payments have frequently taken place 
And if ſo, is it not very likely that ſuch expences will be in- 


curred on future occaſions? I feel my ſelf juſtified in de- 


claring, from the various views which I have taken of theſe 


important ſubjects, that notwithſtanding all the heavy bur- 
dens, and all the dreadful taxes we are about, to impoſe this 


day, we have {till one million more to provide for the exi- 
gencies of the public ſervice. On the ſubject of affording 
pecuniary ſuccours to the Emperor, the right honourable 
Gentleman expreſſes his deſire to have a certain ſum re- 
ſerved for that purpoſe, and in that point I perfeQly agree 
with him. Yet, what is not a little extraordinary, he 

| Wiſhes to have 205,000]. voted as a loan to his Imperial 


Majeſty immmediately ; nay, Sir, if I rightly underſtand 


him, he wiſhes to have the meaſure agreed to this very 


night. I hope the right honourable Gentleman will ſet me 


right, if I have miſconceived his intention, or if J miſtate 
what I take to be a moſt alarming proceeding (Mr. Pitt 
here ſignified his intention of moving the 200, cool. in the 
courſe of the night). Then, Sir, I maintain ſuch a pro- 


ceeding to be a direct infringement of the declaration made 


by the right honourable Gentleman, that he wiſhed to have 
the pecuniary ſuccour intended for the Emperor, reſerved 


to a convenient opportunity. I will not pretend to ſay how _ 


far the credit of the country may be hurt by the meaſure, 
but let me aſk, is there any material difference between ex- 

| porting 200,000]. ſterling, and not receiving 200,000]. ſter- 
ling which this country was to receive.? Did the right ho- 

nourable Gentleman ſpeak of this extraordinary manner 
of paying the intereſt of the loan, when he aſked us to be 
ſecurity for the Houſe of Auſtria, and when he extolled 


the good faith of the bank of Vienna? But having in com- 


pliance with his arguments and entreaties guaranteed the 
loan, he now with ſingular feeling laments, it is extremely 
hard to think that the Emperor could pay the intereſt, as he 
ſays, to a day. To a day, Sir!— With more propriety 
may the right honourable Gentleman ſay, it is hard to 
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_ ſuppoſe that the Emperor can diſcharge it to a year, or to a far 
more diſtant time. But when will it be paid? The loan was 
made to him in critical circumſtances, and yet he is not to pa 
the intereſt, becauſe he is now in critical circumſtances. There 
has not been hitherto one ſhilling of the intereſt diſcharged, 
and I fear this country will ever have cauſe to repent lending 


money to the Emperor. The right honourable Gentleman 
mult be aware, that if the intereſt remains unpaid, he muſt. 
come to the Houſe and provide taxes for the ſum guaranteed by 


us to his Imperial Majeſty, and thus add, by more permanent 
taxes, to the burdens already too heavy to be borne. With re- 
ſpect to the ſpecious argument which is held out, that the re- 
Roration of Peace will, by reſtoring commerce to its full ex- 
tent, alſo make the produce of the taxes more conſiderable ; I 
on the contrary maintain, that peace is much more likely to 


diminiſh than encreaſe the amount of our taxes. For when 
we look over our taxes, we find npwards of one million aig, 


entirely from articles which could not be taxed in peace 


cannot agree that the ſtate of our manufactures is more flouriſh- : 
ing than it was laft year, for the aſſertion is poſitively contra- 


dicted by the manufacturers themſelves. When the right 


honourable Gentleman propoſed laſt year to lay a tax on land- 
ed and perſonal property, he {tated the landed rent to amount 
to 25 millions ſterling. 1 am, however, one of thoſe who 
think he undervalued it, but taking it at his own eſtimate, 1 


feel myſelf juſtified in ſaying, that when we have paſſed the 


taxes now propoſed, and when, after the winding up of the 
war, we come to a ſtate of peace, we {hall have a revenue 
equal to our whole landed annual product. We are now, Sir, 


at the end of April, and 18 millions are yet to be found. 


Three payments have only been made on the Loyalty Loan, 
and there are ſtill ſeven-tenths of it to be made good, which 


amount to 12, G0, oool. We are to vote 18 millions to-day ; 


ſo that between this day and the iſt of January next, we have 


yet to find, for the public exigencies, the enormous ſum of 


155 30,600,000 We have to furniſh in fo ſhort a ſpace of time 
35 weeks, 30, 600,000l. or, in other words, almoſt one mil- 


= per week, till the end of the year. 
But, Sir, there is ſtill another point of view in which I wiſh 
to place this moſt ſerious and alarming conſideration. In 


2796, the new taxes only produced three million. What then, 
Sir, is the burden which the ſubject has hitherto felt — The 


weight of that ſum alone. But the taxes to be impoſed this 


day, with all the others, will make ſeven millions and a half. 


So that we have actually felt only three millions; and, 10 
| ule 
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tention of Gentlemen. I mean, Sir, the bills to be drawn this 
year, in St. Domingo, on this country, probably to the amount 
of g, ol. The bills drawn in January amounted to 
2 700,000l. Whether they have been paid, I cannot undertake 
| to ſay ; but if half remains unpaid, and an additional ſum of 
90, cool. is drawn for, | conceive it very difficult to find how 
the whole is to bg diſcharged. I do not blame the Select Com- 
mittee for proceeding to their report on the calculations laid 
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4 uſe a favourite expreſſion of Miniſters, we have been as yet on- 1 

4 ly ſcratched by the war, for the people have not experienced 0 

1 half the weight of the burthens impoſed upon them, and which 1 
F they muſt ſuffer, when they come to pay ſeven millions and a Ft 
a half inſtead of three. That it is right and neceſſary to look theſe _ #18 
If dangers in the face, the right honourable Gentleman himſelt "Fit 
3 admits, though he is by no means ready to practiſe the theory _ Þ3 
1 which he proclaims. There {till remains another article with Fi 

* reſpect to future expenditure, to which I with to direct the at- = 


1 
. by | # J 
before them, but 1 blame both the Committee and the Houſe 9 
for not grounding their opinion on others that convey more 10 
_ folid information; I mean thoſe which are furniſhed by ex- —_— 


perience. I am fully ſenſible of the ineſtimable value of Peace 
to the country, and it will, by a geometrical progreſſion, be- 
come more valuable every year. I know no {yitem to obtain 
the bleſſings which it diffuſes, and ſecures, but an unequivocal 
and ſteady purſuit in the attainment of it. It is not, Sir, in 
my opinion, likely to be reſtored to us by ſending Mr. Ham- 
mond, or any other man in the honr of impending danger 
and neceſſity to Vienna, but in openly deciaring and vigorouſly 
adhering to equitable and honourable terms. But fomething | 
more is requilite to be done. The Houſe muſt prove them- 
ſelves the Repreſentatives of the People. They muſt ſhew the 
people that they do not blindly confide in a Miniſter by whom 
they have been ſo often and fo ſhamefully deceived ; and it 
there is not patriotiſm enough left to force them to act thus, 
there is, I do not heſitate to aſſert, an end of the Conſtitution. 
From the meaſures purſued, and the ſyſtem avowed by Minif- 
ters of perſevering in them, the country is every day involved 
in additional perplexities and embarraſſments. It is in vain we 
book round for an open and cheering proſpect, for amid hies 
labyrinth and confuſion, we ſtrive to no purpole to reſcue our-. 
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5 Wich reſpect to the vote for the army extraordinaries, does 
any man think that the arrears of the army will be extinguiſſ- = 
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ed by that meaſure? No, Sir! J am of an opinion directly con- 
trary, The exertion of the public ſpirit is in this momentous 
crifis abſolutely neceſſary. The people ought to know, that 
we ſhould have a complete change of ſyſtem a change from a 
blind confidence in Mininers to watchfulneſs and jealouſy of 
their conduct. I believe, Sir, I have nothing farther to remark 
than that if the right honourable Gentleman means to take the 
ſenſe of the Houſe on the meaſure of lending 209,000], to the 
Emperor, I ſhajl moſt certainly oppoſe it. 

The Chancellor of the Exchequer in reply to the queſtion put | 
by Mr. Fox, ſaid it was his intention to propoſe a. reſolution, 
granting a temporary loan to the Emperor of 200,000]. 

Mr. Grey ſaid, that there was an article in the report of the 
Select Committee of which he wiſhed to have ſome explana- 
tion. There was a ſum of 1,500,000l. ſtated to be unfunded 
debt not ſufficiently provided for. He wiſhed to know from the 
Chancellor of the Exchequer, whether ſums had not been ſpe- 
_ cifically granted laſt Seſſion of Parliament for the payment of 

this charge, the money for which had however been diverted 
to other purpoſes? That the right honourable Gentleman had 
violated the Acts of Appropriation, and diverted the money 
granted by Parliament to different objects, he had already ſtated 
againſt him as very highly criminal. The inftance to which 
he here alluded would ſhew that the right honourable Gen- 
tleman ſtill perfevered in this conduct, and would unmaſk the 
ſyſtem of finance which he purſued. The Bank had advanced 
the ſum of one million and a half on the Conſolidated Fund. 
In the month of April laſt a loan of ſeven millions was raiſed 
for the purpoſe of paying the advances made by the Bank; and 
the ſum of five millions-and a half was ſpecifically. granted for 
repaying the Bank ſuch advances, among which this article 
was included. It appeared now, however, that the money had 
not been ſo applied. This debt was kept concealed till diſ- 
cloſed in this Report, and now it was to be diſcharged from the 
ſupplies of this year. If the Houſe allowed ſuch practices to 
continue, if they allowed a Chancellor of the Exchequer to 
fet at nought the Acts of Appropriation, and to apply grants of 
money to purpoſes for which they were not originally deſtined, 
_ they would betray their duty to their conſtituents and to their 
country. He was very anxious to get an explanation of this 
Eircumftance, and he was afraid the honourable Gentleman 
would not find it eaſy to give a ſatisfactory one. 

The Chancellor of the Exchequer ſaid, that from the warm 
manner in which the honourable Gentleman had propoſed his 
queſtion, it might perhaps he difficult to {atisfy him, L he 
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hoped he would be able to ſatisfy the Houſe on the ſubject. 
The objection, however, was founded entirely in miſconcep- 
tion. The ſum had not been granted by parliament for that 
ſpecific purpoſe, nor had there been any violation of the Ap- 


propriation Act. When the loan was made for the purpoſe of 
paying off the debt on the Exchequer Bills, the Bank had not 
availed themſelves of the opportunity to ſubſcribe, and there 

was power by the Act of Appropriation to pay them in caſh. 


This, at the end of the year, made the grant exceed the ſup- 
plies, and the ſum alluded to fo tar from being conceal'd, was 


comprehended in the laſt Budget, and was paid out of the ſup- 
-phes of he year 1990 ttc a 


Mr. Grey ſaid, he had never heard of this ſum not being paid 


till he ſaw it in the Report of the Select Committee. He there 
| fore wiſhed an unequivocal anſwer to the queſtion he had pro-! 
poſed. He aſked, whether the ſum of one million and a half 
had not been granted for the purpoſe of repaying the advances 
Bank ? Whether this ſum was comprehended iu 
| theſe advances, and whether the grant, to this extent at leaſt, 
had not been diverted from its deſtination *®\ &- _ 
Mr. Steele. ſtated the hiſtory of this ſum in the ſame manner 
as the Chancellor of the Exchequer, and was ſurpriſed that 
the honourable Gentleman, with ſo little juſtice, propriety, or 
foundation, and uninformed as he was on the ſubject, could 
bring forward againſt his honourable Friend an accuſation of a 
practice which the Houſe had always reprobated. 
Mr. Grey faid, that the honourable Gentleman's aſſertion, 
that the Houſe had always reprobated the practice, was as ill- 
founded as his charge againſt him of accuſing without infor- 
mation. He had proved to the Houſe that, on former occa- 
ſions, the right honourable Gentleman had been. guilty of that 
practice, and if the Houſe had done their duty, he would not 


have been in a ſituation to repeat his offence. Mr. Grey re- 


ſtated his charge, and read the evidence of Mr. Boſanquet be- 
fore the Secret Committee, which proved that this {um was 
not repaid from the ſum deſtined to pay the advances of the 
Bank, but was paid by the Bank keeping back their ſubſcrip- 
tion to the laſt loan. The explanation attempted to be given 
Vould lead the Houſe to believe, that after all the tranſactions _ 
that had taken place between Miniſters and the Bank, after 
the former had been ſolicited day after day, and week after 
week, to repay the ſums advanced by the Bank, that the latter 
did not avail themſelves of the opportunity they had of obtain- 


ing payment of this fund. Let any one look at the Report of 


the 


* 
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terial fallacy in the report. 
they ated, however, had prevented them from proceeding 


[Commons, 
the Secret Committee, and believe this ſtory who can. He 
wiſhed that ſome Director of the Bank were preſent to * 
the Houſe ſatisfaction on this point. 

The Chancellor of the Exchequer ſaid that the report of the 
Secret Committee was but recently diſtributed, and he was 
not yet ready for the diſcuſſion. It was proved, however, 
that this ſum had not been ſpecifically granted, and that pay- 


ment of it had not been withheld. Inſtead of having violated 


the act of appropriation, it had been ſtrictly obſerved, as 
there was no power to diſcharge the debt in caſh, and the 
Bank had not availed themſelves of the mode by which the 
payment muſt have been made. 5 

Mr. Fir ſaid that the right hon. Gentleman Jeftirided | 
himſelf by comments on form, and by ſpecial pleadings. It 
was certain that whether or not the ſum had been ſpecifi- 
cally granted for the purpoſe of paying off that debt, it had 
been granted in contemplation of that being done. What 


the Houſe had done in this view, or if the right hon. Gentle- 
man was better pleaſed with his own long word in contem- 
| bad be of this, had not been complied with, and the money 


ad been diverted to other purpoſes. 
The Chancellor of the Exchequer ſaid, that when he aQted 


= upon the ſpirit of an act he was accuſed in violating its 
letter; and now when he had , with the letter he 


was accuſed of ſpecial pleading! 
Mr. Fox ſaid that the right hon. Gentleman val not com- 


_ plied with the ſpirit of the act. He had raiſed money on 


falſe pretences, becauſe it was not applied to the objects for 
which it was originally aſked. 


Mr. Grey repeated his objection. 

Mr. Sheridan ſaid, that as the report of the Committee of 
Vinance had been the ſubje& of ſome animadverſion, he 
ſhould ſay a few words on this point. The right honourable 
Gentleman had formerly miſrepreſented what he had ſaid 


upon this report on a former occaſion. He had ſaid, that he 


conſidered himſelf reſponſible for every part of it againſt 
which he had not diſſented. He believed there was no ma- 
The inſtructions under which 


entirely in the manner which his honourable friend had 
juſtly preferred. He ſhould now ſay only a ſingle word on 
the taxes, for it was the cuſtom. of the right. hon. Gentle- 
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man to conſider the taxes as unanimouſly aſſented to, if they 


were received with no marks of di ſapprobation on their firſt 
introduction. In no part of his ſpeech had the right hon. 


Gentleman fully met our ſituation, and many of the taxes 
propoſed he thought highly exceptionable. To that on plate 


alone he had no objection. That on tolls was inconſiſtent 


with every idea of property and juſtice. That on newſpapers 
he ſhould likewiſe oppoſe in every ſtage, as it ſtruck ſeverely 


againſt the liberty of the preſs, by raiſing every kind of peri- 


odical undertaking for the diffuſion of knowledge ſo high 
priced, as to preclude the poſſibility of its any longer paſſing 


into general circulation, by putting it beyond the reach of 


thoſe in middling or lower ranks. Newſpapers were deno- 
minated a luxury, but was the diſmal catalogue of miſeries 
and diſtreſs which they now almoſt conſtantly contained, a 
luxury to thoſe by whom they were read? The tax propoſed | 


went ultimately to the annihilation of cheap publications, 


for the inſtruction or information of the public. It was not 
| ſurpriſing, however, that ſuch Miniſters as the preſent ſhould 
be deſirous by any means to impoſe a check on their pro- 


greſs, or completely to accompli their deſtruction. 8 
The different reſolutions were then put, 


On that relative to newſpapers a diviſion took place « on the 


motion of Mr. Sheridan. 


For the reſolution e 5 L It | 
How t n 
ene. 1d 


The io + were all carried in the affirmative. 
After the diviſion rangers were not agulp admit: ed. 


Adjourned, 


HOUSE OF LORDS. 
THURSDAY, April 27. 


Lord Auckland moved that a meſſage ſhould be ſent to to die -: 
Houſe of Commons, requeſting the Houſe to communicate 
_ to their Lordſhips the reports from the Committees of Se- | 


erecy and of Finance. Agreed to. 


The bill for confirming the Minute of Council was read a 


ſecond ſime, and ordered to be Fommitted next day. 
Adjourned 
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HOUSE OF COMMONS. 
TarurDsAY, April 27. 


The Speaker informed the Houſe, that he had recelved a 
letter from Sir Thomas Moſtyn, ſtating, that he did not in- 
tend to defend his return for the county of Flint againſt the 
allegations of a petition which had been preſented, com- 
plaining for an undue return for the ſaid county. By the 
proviſion of the act of the 28th of his preſent Majeſty it was 
neceſſary that thirty days ſhould elapſe between the notifica- 


tion of this letter in the Gazettee, which would be on Satur- 


day, and tlie Gay on which the queſtion could come again be- 


fore the Houſe, and the order for hearing the petition diſ- 


charged. 
The Maſter of the Rolls complained: very muck of the man- 


ner in which the hon. Baronet had cauſed this delay, when 
he muſt have known that the obj ections ſtated 1 in the petition 


were well founded. _- 
The letter being read, the order for hearing the petition 
was deferred to the firſt of June. 
Sir Jahn Sinclair brought up the report of the Committee 


on Waſte Lands, which was ordered to be laid on the table, 


to be printed, and to be taken into further conſideration on 
| Wedneſday next. 


Mr. Abbot moved the order of the 4 for taking into fur 


ther conſideration the report of the Committee for the Pro- 


mulgation of the ſtatutes. 
The reſolutions of the Committee were read and agreed to. 
Mr. Abbot ſaid, that as the ſubject matter of this report 
was a common concern to both Houſes, he ſhould move that 
the reſolutions be communicated to the Lords, and that a 


conference be deſired with their Lordfhips, and alſo their 


concurrence thereto, 8 

Theſe motions being put and carried, and Mr. Abbet hav- 
ing gone to the Houſe of Lords, and returned, ſtated that 
their Lordſhips agreed to the conference; and defired i it might 


| take place on Monday next, at four o'clock.  _ - 


Mr. Rider moved for leave to bring in a bill to indemnify. 
the Governor, Lieutenant-Governor, and perſons acting as 
ſuch in the Weſt-India iftands, for permitting the importa- 
tion of goods in foreign bottoms, &c.—Granted. 

He moved allo for leave to bring in a bill to permit, for a 
time to be limited, the importation of foreign cambrics and 
French lawns, — Granted. . p 


| BUDGET. 
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BUDGET, 


Mr. Douglas brought up che report of the Committee ot 
Suppl 

Mr. Fox aſked the Miniſter how he made up the ſum of 
1,284,000l. out of the taxes as he had ſtated their produce in 
round ſums laſt night? for it appeared by the notes of ſeveral 
gentlemen, that the ſums he had ſtated fell ſhort of that amount 
by a very conſiderable ſum. He apprehended, therefore, that 
the right honourable Gentleman muſt have omitted to ſtate 
ſomething, or muſt have made a miſtake in his calculation, a 
thing which certainly might have eaſily happened in the mul- 
tiplicity of items which he had to bring forward. 

The Chancellor of the Exchequer, i in reply to Mr. Fox, ſtated, 
acroſs the table, that he did compute the ſum total at 1 1,284,000). 
and recapitulated the items as follow: | 

Increaſed Conſolidated Stamp Duties 


„ Pe 


"Tax on Property transferred by Private Contract - - 170, oo 
Copies ies - ES: — — | > $6,000 - 
Probates of Wills - | - e 3 . 40,000 
Bills of Exchange | 55 3 - 40,000 

Addition of 149. on Newipepem „ - — 114% 
Increaſed Duty on Advertiſements - — * — 20, 00 
On Attornies' Certificates VVV - „ 15,00 
On Gold and Silver Wrought Plate - 30, 00 


On Inſurances from Fire 35,00 
And Duty _ to the Tolls on a all Carriages pafing ane Turnpikes 450,000 


— ng 
ff 1 284% | 


The baton for waking an alvanch by way of loan of 
200, cool. for the ſervice of the Emperor being read a firſt and 
Jecond time, and che queſtion put upon it, was carried wit gg 
out a diviſion. _ "nt 
Mr. Douglas then brought up the report of the Committes —_ 

of Ways and Means. -.. 
The reſolutions were all read over. 


On the motion being made that the reſolutions be read 2 
ſecond time, | 
Mr. Fox ſaid, he did not mean to enter into any debate that 
evening, after the claborate diſcuſſion of the preceding night, 
dut he roſe merely to re- aſſert that ſome part of the right hon. 
_ Gentleman's ſtatements of that night were palpable deluſions. 
The right honourable Gentleman tated, that he had not only 
provided for the funded debt, but three :aillions and a half f 
navy debt, whereas he contended, that, upon the duty of 20l. 
per ton on wine only, in 1796, there was 248,000l. deficiency 
in one calculation, and at leaſt 90,2451. upon another, With 


regard 


and predicted, that the conſequence would be a final inef- 


: impoſe a belief that the deficiency muſt continue, and that it 


before the honourable Gentleman blamed him for narrowing 


Whether the leading articles of proviſion might not be con- 


former years were done away; the bills from the Weſt-Indies 
no longer continue on the ſame ſcale, unleſs with groſs and 


theſe had induced him to confine his eſtimate. 


„ The Chancellor of the Exchequer replied, by Exchequer 


94% WOODFALL'S PARLIAMENTARY REPORTS. [Conmmons, 
regard to the other point which he had to notice, the general 
proviſion for che general >upply; he thought it wrong to flatter 
ourſelves that the expences for the naval ſervice could be 
17,000]. leſs this year than the laſt, when, inſtead of voting 
110, ooo ſeamen, as we did laſt year, we had voted 120,000. 
The fame ſort of reduction in proviſion was made in the army, 
where the eſtimates were 2,000,000. leſs than the expences of 
Jaſt year; and the ordnance eſtimates were conſiderably ſhorter 
than laſt year, and if compared with thoſe of 1795, were ſhorter 
ſtill. He blamed this ſort of popular ſubterfuge and evaſion, 


ficiency. „„ BY 
The Chancellor of the Exchequer replied, that the whole of 
the taxes had been met within the ſum of 2 or 300,000l. and 
he defired to know whether there was ever a period of war be- 
fore, when an adequate proviſion was made in any thing like 
that proportion. Was the view of it diſcouraging, or did it 


therefore was the duty of the Houſe to levy freſh taxes? As to 
the other point, he had at all times felt the difficulty of form- 
ing a correct eſtimate of the probable expences of the year; but 


the proviſion, he ought to enquire whether the general ex- 


pences of the naval ſervice might not be ſmaller than formerly? 


| fiderably cheaper? Whether the active expeditions of the army 
might not be reſtrained? And, whether the quantity of ord- 
nance wanted might not in conſequence be leſs? He ought to 
take ſomething for his guide, for there was no rule of conjec- 
ture that could aid him. The ordnance expences had been 
decreaſing for the two laſt years; the army extraordinaries of 


were controuled, and the diſburſements in St. Domingo would 
direct diſobedience. Theſe were important conſiderations, and 


Mr. For withed to know how the deficiency of funded debt 
was to be defrayed? e 5 

_ Rills. | %%% doen „ 
Mr. Vm. Smith obſerved, that if the marriage of the Princeſs 
Royal took place, there would be a further ſum to provide for 
her dower of 80 or 100, oool. To this was to be added, 400, oool. 
at leaſt, for the increaſed pay of the ſeamen, and the additional 
bonus to the ſubſcribers of the loyalty loan, would * to 
1 | . about 


Aran 29.) WOODFALL'S PARLIAMENTARY REPORTS. 743 
about 300,000l. more, making in all a further ſum to be pro 


vided of 800, oool. 


The reſolution was then read and agreed to, and bills or- 


dered to be brought in for carrying them into effect. 


Mr. Secretary Dundas brought up a copy of a letter from 
lieutenant governor Wentworth to the Duke of Portland, re- 
ſpecting the arrival of the Maroons at Halifax, which was or- 
dered to be laid en the table, and æ certain number of copies 


printed. 


Mir. Shaw Lifeure moved for the ſecond reading of the bill 
for the regulation of Weights and Meaſures, which being 


done, the bill was referred to a private Committee. 


Mr. Secretary Dundas poſtponed the order of the day for the 


{ſecond reading of the bill to empower the Eaſt-India Company 


to adminiſter Oaths to their Is to dlonday | ſe * 
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TREATIES, STATE PAPERS, PARLIAMENTARY 


REPORTS, AUTHENTIC DOCUMENTS, ' &c. 
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TREATY 


ETW EEX HIS BRITANNIC MAJESTY AND THE LANDGRAVE OF 


HESSE DARMSTADT, SIGNED AT FRANCFORT, THE IOTH DAY 
OF JUNE, 1790. 7 55 i oe | 


E it known to thoſe whom it may concern, that his Majeſty 

the King of Great Britain, and his Serene Highneſs the Land- 
grave of Heſſe Darmſtadt, in conſideration of the ſtrict ties which 
unite their intereſts ; and having judged, that in the preſent ſitua- 
tion of affairs it would contribute to the reciprocal welfare of Great 
Britain, and of the dominions of Heſſe Darmſtadt, to cement and 
ſtrengthen, by a new treaty of alliance, the connection which ſub- 
ſiſts between them, his Britannic Majeſty, in order to regulate the 
objects relative to this "Treaty, has thought proper to nominate 
Charles Craufurd, his envoy at the Imperial! and Royal Armies; 
and his Serene Highneſs has nominatcd on his part, ior the ſame 
purpoſe, the Baron Charles of Barckhaus, his Privy Counſellor, 
and Director of the Counſel of War; who, being furniſhed with 
the neceſſary full powers, have agreed to take for the baſis of the 
preſent Treaty, the one formerly concluded between Great Britain 
and Heſſe, the fifth of October, ons thouſand ſeven hundred and 


ninety- three, to adopt ſuch parts of it as may be applicable to the 
reſent circumſtances, or to ſettle, by new articles, thoſe points 


which it may be neceſſary to regulate otherwiſe: and as it is not 
poſſible to ſpecify each particular caſe, every thing which ſhall. not 
appear to be determined in a preciſe manner, either in the preſent 
_ Treaty or in the former Treaty, ſhall be ſettled with equity and 
faith, in conformity to the ſame principles which have been adopt- 
ed in former ine 8 Boa 
Article I. There ſhall be, therefore, in virtue of this Treaty 
between his Majeſty the King of Great Britain and his Serene 


Highneſs the Landgrave of Heſſe Darmſtadt, their heirs and ſuc- 
ceſſors, a ſtrict friendſhip, and a ſincere, firm, and conſtant union, 
ſo that the one ſhall conſider the intereſts of the other as his own, 


and ſhall ſtrive to promote them with good faith as much as poſ- 


üble, and to prevent and remove all diſturbance and injury. 
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Article II. His Majeſty the King of Great Britain deſiring te 
have in his ſervice a body of troops, to be employed wherever he 
may think proper, excepting in the Eaſt Indies, or on board the 
Fleet; and his Serene Highneſs wiſhing for nothing more than to 
give his Majeſty this freſh proof of his attachment, engages, by 
virtue of this article, to ſet on foot three battalions of Infantry, 


forming a body of two thouſand two hundred and eighty-four 


men, according to the annexed ſpecification : theſe troops ſhall be 
ready to pals in review before his Britannic Majeſty's Commiſſary 


the fourteenth day of July of the preſent year, at Darmſtadt, and 


to begin their march the following day for the place of their 
_ deſtination. The General whom his Britannic Majeſty ſhall ap- 
point Commander in Chief in the countries where theſe ſhall 
ferve, ſhall have authority to employ them, either together or in 
detachments, and even to diſperſe them amongſt the different 


iſlands or diſtricts of his command, in the manner which he ſhall 
judge the moſt advantageous for his Majeſty's ſervice. It being, 


_ notwithſtanding, well underſtood, that theſe troops ſhall always 


remain under the immediate orders of the own Chiefs. The ſaid 


Corps ſhall conſiſt of men diſciplined and exerciſed, and well armed 
and equipped. 5 J 8 
Article III. In order to defray the expences to which the Serene 
Landgrave ſhall be put for the equipment of the ſaid corps of 
troops, his Britannic Majeſty promiſes to pay to his Serene High- 
neſs for each man thirty crowns banco, the crown being reckoned 
. at fifty-three ſols of Holland, or at four ſhillings and nine-pence 


three farthings Engliſh money, of which payment ſhall be made 
immediately after the review, and according to the effective ſtate 
as ſhall then be verified. All the camp neceſſaries, as likewiſe all 


the horſes, waggons, draft horſes, valets de bat, and waggoners, | 
who may be necefiary for the troops, as well for tranſporting the 

2 proviſions, ammunition, utenſils, ſick, and other ob- 
jects o 


every kind, as for the field pieces with their implements, 
and artillery-men, ſhall be furniſhed by his Britannic Majeſty, 
wherever they may be wanted. 3 1 1 

Article IV. Beſides the levy money ſtipulated in the preceding 


article, his Britannic Majeſty ſhall cauſe to be paid to every officer, 


as alſo to every one employed, not a fighting man of equal rank, 
the ſum of three months' pay according to his rank, and upon the 


fame footing as his national troops, in order to facilitate the ex- 


pence of his private equipment, which payment ſhall be made im- 

mediately after the ſignature of the preſent Treat. | 
Article V. His Majeſty the King of Great Britain engages him- 

felf, in like manner, to pay to the Serene Landgrave an annual 


fubſidy during the ſix yes this Treaty is to continue. This 
ſubfidy fholl commence from the day of the fignature, and it ſhall 


be paid at the rate eighty thouſand crowns banco per annum.— 


The payment of this ſubſidy ſhall be made regularly, withoyr” £ 
abatement, every quarter, to the Agent of his Highneſs in London, 


Article 
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4 Article VI, Theſe troops ſhall remain in the ſervice and at the <a 

4 diſpoſition of his Britannic Majeſty during fix years, and his Ma- WM 
” jeſty ſhall ailow them during this term— __ „„ | 11. 
24 "ke! . 8 i i Rc eee , 

5 1. Every thing that is neceſſary for their ſubſiſtence, namely, 


pay, bread, forage, and, in general, all emoluments, as well or- _ 44 
dinary as extraordinary, attached to every rank, on the fame foot- 
ing that he allows them to his Britiſh troops in the different places 
of their deſtination ; and for this purpoſe the ſtatements of payment 
ſhall be annexed to the preſent rear... 
2. Medicines and ſuſtenauce for the fick and wounded, with a 
place and the neceſſary means of conveyance wherein they may be 
treated and taken care of, preciſely on the fame footing as the na- 
tional Britiſh troops, by their own phyſicians and furgeons. 
Ihe pay ſhall commence from the day of the review, according 
to the effective ſtate in which the ſaid corps ſhall be delivered, 
which ſhall be verified by a table, ſigned by the reſpective Mi- 
niſters of the high Contracting Parties, which ſhall have the 
ſame force as if it had been inſerted word for word in the preſent 
„ VVV „„ 
1 dug VII. As in the before mentioned table the ſtrength of each 
company, of which four make a battalion, amounts to one nundred 
and ſixty- three ſoldiete, it muſt be obſerved, that in this number 
are compriſed ſeven men, unarmed, intended, according to the 
eſtabliſhed cuſtom in the Heſſian ſer vice, to ſerve as ſervants to of- 
ſicers, and it is agreed upon that theſe men ſhall nevertheleſs paſs 
muſter as ſoldiers in every reſpet.  _ JJ LT 
Art. VIII. As it is to be feared that, notwithſtanding the care bi 
made uſe of, it will not be poſſible entirely to prevent deſertion un- 11 
til the arrival of the troops at the place of embarkation, and his 
Serene Highneſs promiſing to employ every means in his power 
that the ſaid corps ſhall be embarked complete, it is agreed upon, 
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that there ſhall be at the ſaid review ten ſupermimerary men per 4 
company to ſupply the place of deſerters on the march; ſo that, in =”. 

caſe, on the arrival of the corps at the port, the number of the ſu- Y 
pernumeraries ſhall exceed that of the deſerters, the remainder may 3 

be diſtributed amongſt the battalions, and added to the amount, in 15 

order to encreaſe, in ſuch caſe, the levy money, pay, &c. and his 44 
Highneſs engages himſelf moreover to cauſe the ſaid corps to be 14 

2 eſcorted by a detachment of cayalry, in order to pick up deſerters, At 
” procure quarters, &c. &c. It being well underſtood that the eũ1ũxð2 
2 pences as well of the march as of the return of the detachment of h ; 
. cavalry, ſhall be defrayed by bis Majeſty. „%% np Ojo 5 14 

Art. IX. All the objects of pay and maintenance ſhall ke calcu- If 

lated according to the table of the annual review, ſo that the vacan- 1 

cies happening from one review to another ſhall not make any al- 45 

teration in the ſtate of payment. His Majeſty ſhall cauſe theſa Ng 

objects to be paid in advance from two to two months, ether by i 

aſlignments payable in favour of the Heſſian Commiſſioner upon  Þ 


whatever cheſt of his Majeſty which may be neareſt to the ſaid 
ERS 5 | Commiſſion, 


— . * * * N 
_ "Us « * 2 E * 
— * 1 3 — 2 4 id — p Res, * + -— 
- * 342424 4 row 54 — - — + - 1 8 . . Cs 
4 — * 1 A — — — 4 * rt e — herbs EF. Lot Fees > * 
4, — pg - S A+ — 5 — 5 - SS - —ͤ — * 9 
* 1 > 0 4 4 © 2 8 — Foy hr - — —— — Ro Fc 0 * 5 
4 — — ER PTT \ 5 ' g 838 2 aL * — 0 ” — . —— — 
— — _ a Ts a 2 > — - : * 1 - N YO n f my Ba? EN CR 5 - 38 _— — 3 3 » — 0 — AZ Go. 
— 233 ” 8 2 9 * "as... eg; oa 4 I 7 3 . X A Cat. 2 — 22 e n 5 EY — ZX B eras ined nd Sy —— — - — 
2 2 — . * r * AE ng — — = * py Z 8 — 1 - 2 > — — — — — 
— * . G — - 7 = * —— 
E — 7 ; WV > q . — - - —— — — 4 _ — 8 a — — ; 
— : w_ — — — 1 > - _— Woe pt ee be — - WEL — * a 5 
yy s - — 22 7 2 * 0 gs — 5 « * — 
- * — *- S — 2 6 - = 2 2 —— ; 
3 — A — 4 * — : - 2 * £ 3 pa & 2 ' - 
* 5 - HANS BET I" LEE RES > EET — : 2 . 
: "x 8 4 — 72 — * - — 0 - 
r , : 2 Wn — 
— < ms 6 <q 1 4 <3 5 3 * 
— * x ' - 


4 


— 


hs . 4 
2 


7 j * 
— „ N 
ou 2 * 
as — 88 4 
r 
— hon > — - 
. ͤ ͤ So A Sa 
_ _ : > 3 
* % — 28 — 
r & F 
- = — 
— * 
— — -; 8 


1 6 1 
Commiſſion, or in ready money to his Serene Highneſs's Agent in 
London. 

Art. X. A freſh review ſhall take place regularly every year, his 
Majeſty ſhall give three months' notice of the number of recruits 
neceſſary to complete the corps, which number ſhall be fixed ac- 
cording to the official report of the firſt day of April, ſo that the 
recruits ſhall be ready to be delivered to the Engliſh Commiffar y 
the firſt day of July, at the place of the firſt review, or one month 
after, at ſuch port in Germany, or at ſuch place on the frontiers 
of the empire as his Majeſty may chuſe for their reception. The 
term of their delivery ſhall be deemed to be that of the new review, 


and the total of the number of effective men remaining, according 


to the report of the month of April, added to that of the recruits 


delivered to the Britiſh Commiſfary, and ſhall be conſidered as the 


effective ſtate of the new period, and ſhall not vary until the re- 
view of the following year. 

Art. XI. There ſhall be paid for each recruit armed; equipped, 
diſciplined, and exerciſed, the ſum of twenty crowns banco ; ; and 


his Highneſs the Landgrave takes upon himſelf the expences of- 
tranſport to the place of embarkation, as well as of eſcort, which | 


are to be reimburſed by his Britannic Majeſty. _ 
Art. XII. As, during the continuance af this Treaty, it will 
neceſſarily occur, that officers or Toldiers, either for family reaſons, 


on account of preferment, or for ſickneſs, will be obliged to return 
home, his Majeſty takes upon himſelf the expences of their tranſ- 
port in the two former caſes, as far as the frontiers of the empire, 


and in the latter, to their own country. His Highneſs promiſes, 
In return, to replace the non- commiſſioned officers and ſoldiers 


to whom he may give permiſſion to return for any other rea- 
fon than that of ſickneſs at his own expence, and without re- 


quiring the conſideration for recruits fixed in the preceding article, 
reſerving to himſelf nothing but the tranſport from the frontiers 
of the empire unto the place of their deſtination.— Moreover, 
his Highneſs will never recal an officer or ſoldier without ur- 
gent cauſe, or without having acquainted his Majeſty thereof; 
and he will take care that the number of officers ſhall be al. 
ways complete. 

Art. XIII. The moſt Serene Landgrave being at the charge 
of furniſhing the ſaid corps with arms and cloathing, in conſe- 


: quence of the pay upon the footing of Engliſh troops, as agreed 


upon in theſe articles, his Majeſty ſhall cauſe indemnification to 
be made for ſuch loſs only in cloathing, arms, and accoutrements, 


as ſhall be occaſioned by ſome accident of war, or of voyage; as 


well as tor every expence 1ncurred in the tranſport of theſe ſeve- 


| ral articles to the troops, and alſo of every thing they may ſtand 
a need of. It being well underſtood, that the aforeſaid articles 
| ſhall be delivered to the Engliſh Commiſſary at the ſame time as 


the recruits of the year, in order that the ſame Neves may convey. 


both. f 


Art, 


9 


8 


on his route, or by ſome accident of war, his Majeſty ſhall grant 


corps in a ſtate to march, within the term agreed upon, he ſhall 
that the payment of the 1:vy money, ſublidy, and pay, ſhall take 
Majeſty, on account of ſome unforeſeen event, ſhould not think 


_ embark. 


_ Majeſty ſhall find himſelf diſpoſed to renounce this Treaty en- 


to the table annexed to the ſecond 1 1 8 &c. 


ſend back the corps, at the diſpoſal of his Highneſs, in the ſame _ 
ſtate in which it was taken into his ſervice, and being at the entire 
expence of tranſport until their arrival at Darmſtadt. It being 
underſtood that his Majeſty ſhall not pay the levy money for the 
men who may be wanting at that time, except in the caſe where 


months beforehand, in order to fave his Highneſs the expence of 
a a new completion. If by accident the return ſhould be retarded, 
the Treaty ſhall be tacitly prelonged ſor one year, in every. reſpect, | 
and a certain ſum ſhall be agreed upon as an equivalent for E 


ſent Treaty. 


equipping this corps; payment of which ſhall be made immediate: 


account of levy money: 


Art. XIV. In caſe an officer ſhould loſe his equipage, either 


him the ſame N as Engliſh officers are allowed in 
fimilar caſes. 


Art. XV. As ſoon as nis Serene Highneſs ſhall have put the: 


be conſidered as having fulfilled his preliminary engagements; ſo 


place acording to the aforeſaid determination, even in caſe his 


proper to have the corps reviewed, or to cauſe it o march or 
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Art. XVI. If vel the period of the review bis bcitancle. 


tirely, his Serene ee ſhall receive, under the title of indem. 
nification, | 


iſt. The levy r money, | 
2d. The equipage money allowed to the „and | Tg 
3d. Three months pay for the whole of the tr oops, according 


—— RIS ewe nn > 


4th. One year's ſubhdy. = 
Art. XVII. At the end of ſix years, his Britannic Majeſty mal | 


— — ov '6 —— > — 
3 K P . 6." 


PPP 0 1 4 2 
VIV : 


he ſhall have failed to inform the Serene Landgrave of it fix 


money, in proportion to the preſent arrangement. 

Art. XVIII. If his Majeſty ſhould thiuk proper, after the ex- 

proton of the ſix years fixed for the duration of this Treaty, to 
eep the ſaid corps for ſome years longer, his Highneſs conſents to 

it before-hand; and it will be then only neceſſary to make an ar- 

rangement reſpecting the levy and equipage money for the officers, 

which will be calculated according to the proportions of the pre- 


Art. XIX. His Serene Highneſs reſerves to himſelf the juriſ. 
diction over his troops, as well as all diſpoſitions reſpecting promo : 
tion, diſcipline, and interior adminiſtration. | = 

Art. XX. His Britannic Majeſty grants to his Highneſs the ſum | 
of fifteen thouſand pounds ſterling, to anſwer the firſt expences of 


ly after the ſignature of this Treaty, and ſhall be carried to the 5 


Art. 


Fe h TT 
Art. XXI. Deſerters ſhall be faithfully delivered up on both 


ſides, and neither the ſoldiers, nor any other perſons belonging to 


—— 


11 the corps of Heſſe Darmſtadt, ſhall be permitted to ſettle in the 

T7 dominions of his Britannic Majeſty. 

is In witneſs whereet we the underſigned, authoriſed by the 

Y full power of his Majefty the King of Great Britain en one 

1 ; fide, and of his Serene Highneſs the Reigning Landgrave 

N of Heſſe Darmſtadt on the other, have ſigned the preſent 

5 Treaty, and have cauſed the Seals of our Arms to be at- 

HI fixed thereto. 

10 Done at Frankfort, this roth of Jane, One Thouſand 

1 Seven Hundr ed and Ninety Six. ; 

. (I. 8.) C. CRAUFURD. ” 1 
11 (L. S.) C. B. DE BARKHAUS, . 
4 BANK or F ENGLAND, Oct. 26th, 1796. : 
| is Account of the Amount of Money advanced by the Bank of 4 
$ England for the PupLic SERVICE, and outſtanding on che At 1 
5 . 708. Th Oo: 3 
$i . 1. . d. 5 
ſk On Land ; $996" 241,000 ==: |: OY, 

f 400 | Do. 1795 646,000 — — 5 

pt Do. 1596 _ 2,000,000 — — 

1 es 2 3 

1 Malt 1794 196,000 — — 

|: Do. 1795 328,000 — — 

1 Do. 17980 780, —— 

78 VVV 

3 Conſol. and 1795 1,0564, — — |} | 

; 4 e 10 1,323,000 — — 

1 Further Supply 1795 650,000 — — | 

" 4 Vote of Credit 17996 n —— 

„ —— | 844,200 — — 

if Exchequer Bills without Intereſt = | 376,7 39 — 9 

04 X 1 

1 ) ͤö;;iů nn 8,281,939 — 9 

ö i Treaſury Bills of Exchange 55 I 6 

. . L. 9183, 896 7 . 
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An ACCOUNT of the BOUNTIES paid to SEAMEN in the 
ſeveral ports of Great Britain, purſuant to the Act of the 35th 


of his Majeſty, cap. 9. from the commencement of the ſaid act 


to the roth Oftober 1-95, and from the 1oth October 1795 to 
the 10th October 1799. 


Year ending 1oth Oct. 1795 5 — F160 38 2 92 
Year ending 10th Oct. 17 795 . ine 9 = 


THOMAS IRVING, Inſpecter General of 


. | | tie Imports and Ex por ts of Great Bri itain, 
TY General's Office, 
A. Sb uit JN Houte, London, 

27 th Oct. 17 790. . 


| | REPORT | . 
or THE SECRET COMMITTEE. OF THE HOUSE OF COMMONS oN 
| THE AFFAIRS OF THE RANK. 
| The Committee appointed to examine and ſtate the total 


and to report the 


report their proceedings from time to time, have, purſuant to the 
order of the Houſe, pr roceeded to examine into the ſeveral matters 


referred to their coniideration, and have unanimouſly agreed upon 
the following report, viz, 


Your Committee haye examined the total amount of out- ſtanding 


| 1 on the Bank of England, and likewiſe cf the funds for 


diſcharging the ſame, and think i it their duty, without loſs of time, 
to ſtate thoſe total amounts, and to repors the reſult thereof to the 
Houſe. 

Your Committee find, upon ſuch examination, that the total 
amount of the out. landing demands on the Bank, on the 25th of 


February laſt (to which day the accounts completely could be made 


up), was 13,770,390]. And that the total amount of the funds for 


_ diſcharging thoſe demands (not including the permanent debt due 
from Government of 11 „086, 800i. which bears an intereſt of three 


per cent.) was on the ſame 25th day of February laſt 17,597,280cl, 
and that the reſult is, that there was on the 25th day of Februai ry 
laſt a ſurplus of effects belonging to the Bank, beyond the amouut 
of their debts, amounting to the ſum of 3,826, 8gol. excluſive of 


the above-mentioned permanent debt of 11,686, Sool, que from 


Government. 
And your Committee further GOA Bee that "I: the 25th of 


February laſt conſiderable iſſues have been made by the Bank in 


Bank notes, both upon Government ſecurities and in diſcou 


ny 
Vol. II. 1797. 


Hille 


amount of out-ſtanding demands on the Bank of England, and 
likewiſe of the funds for diſcharging the fame, 
reſult thereof to the Houſe, together with their opinion on the ne- 

ceſſity of providing for the confirmation and continuance, for a 
time to be limited, of meaſures taken in purſance of the Minute in 
Council on the 26th of February laſt, and who'are empowered to 
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N Bills, the particulars of which could not immediately be made up; 
but as thoſe iſſues appear to your Committee to have been made 
upon correſponding "Tec uritſes, taken with the uſual care and at- 
tention, the actual bajarice in favour of the Bank did not appar 
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ö Aj | to Four Committee to have been thereby diminiſhed. 

1 SECOND REPORT TY 

4 or THE SECRET COMMITTEE OF THE HOUSE OF COMMONS. 

14 That, in their opinion, it is neceſſary to provide for the con- 

Wt firmation and continuance, for a time to be limited, of the mea- 
5 ſures taken in purſuance of the Order of Council on the «6th of 
5 February laſt; ſubmitting to the wiſdom of Parliament to deter- 
10 mine for what limited time it may be neceſſary that thoſe meafures 
1 thould be continued. | 

Fj THE FIRST REPORT 

Wa From the Committee of Secr ecy, appointed by the Houſe of Lords 
Lf to examine and ſtate the total amount of out- ſtanding demands 
| Ii on the Bank of England, and likewiſe of the funds for diſcharg- 
| Y ing the fame, and to report the refult thereof to the Houle, to- 
| | gether with their opinion on the neceſſity of providing for the 
i confirmation and continuance of meaſures taken in purſuance . 
| 1 of the Minute of Council, on the twenty: ſixth of February laſt. 
"94 That the Committee having, in purſuance of the order of the 
Þ- Houſe, proceeded to take into their conſideration the ſeveral mat- 


ters referred to them, have agreed to report thereon as follows : 

With reſpect to the firſt part of the order of the Houſe, by which 
they are directed to examine and report the total amount of out- 
ſtanding demands on the Bank of England, and likewiſe of the 
„mic for diſchar ging the ſame, they called upon the Governor of 

the Bank, and upon Mr. Boſanquert, one of the Directors of the 
Bank (w ho attended them in the abſence of the Deputy Gover- 
nor), for an account to that effect; which account having by them 
been produced to the Committee, was verified by the Deputy Ac- 
countant of the Bank ; and the ſame having been examined by the 
Committee, it was agreed to report the reſult thereof to the Houſe 
as follows: 

That the total amount of the outſtanding demands on the Bank, 
on the 25th of February laſt, was 13,770,39ol. and that the total 
amount of the funds for diſcharging thoſe demands, over and above 
the permanent debt due from Government of 11,686,800]. was, 
on the ſame day of February laſt, 17, 59), 280l. and that the refult 
is, that there was, on the 25th day of February laſt, a ſurplus of 
effects belonging to the Bank beyond the total of their debts, 
amounting to the ſum of 3,826,89ol. over and above the before- 
mentioned permanent debt of 1 1,086,800l. due from Government. 

The Committee think it right to obſerve, that this account 15 
made up to the 25th of F abr uary incluſive; and that ſince * 0 
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ſeveral conſiderable iſſues have been made by the Bank in \ Bank 
notes, both upon Government ſecurities, and in diſcounting bills, 


the particulars of which could not be immediately made up; but 


that, as thoſe iſſues were made upon correſponding ſecurities, taken 
with the uſual care and attention, the actual balance in favour of. 


the Bank has not been mater jally varied, but, if at all, has been 
rather increaſed. 
In proceeding to the conſideration of the ſecond part of the or- 


der of reference, in which the Conunittee are directed to report to 


the Houſe their opinion on the necaſſity of pr oviding for the con- 


firmation and continuance of the nicatures taken in purſuance of 
the Minute of Council of the 26th of February, the Committee 


have thought it right to confine their enquiries to thoſe points only 
on which that neceffity app:ared to them principally to depend; 
and having examined to theſe points the Governor of the Bank, 
and the fad r. Boſc nquet, one ot the Directors the: eof, the 
Committee find, 


That the Bank of England has ately exper ienced an unuſual 


drain of.caſh.-:. 

That this drain was owing, in gr eat part, to demands for caſh 
from the country; ſuch demands be eing made upon the Bank indi- 
rely from the Count ry, but directly from the bankers of London, 


who are to ſupply the country. 


That by the effect of this ain the caſh of e Bank has been of 


late very conſiderably reduc»; that it has, however, been known, 
by thoſe converſant in the « fairs of the Bank, to be a great deal 


lower ; but that on this occaſion the rapidity of the demands has 
been unparalleled. | 

That theſe demands have been of late progreſively jncraad ing, 
but particularly in tbe laſt week ; and that in the two laſt days of 
the week the demands exceeded thoſe of the ſour preceding days. 

That there was every reafon to apprehend thai theſe demands, 
and the conſequent progreflive reduction of cal, would continyee, 
and even increaſe. 

That by the effect of ſuch reduction, if it were to continue in the 


ſame, or in a till further increaſed propor tioa, the Bank of Eng- 
land would be deprived of the means of ſupplying the caſh which 


might be neceſſary tor preſſing exigencies of public tervice ; and 


this led the Bank to make the communication they did to his Ma- 


jeſt; s Miniſter s. 
And laſtly, that ſince the date of the Minute of Council hows 


mentioned, no ſuch alteration has occurred as materially to vary 
the ſituation of the Bank in this reſpect. | 


On this view of the preſent ſtate of the important queſtion. re- 
terred to them, the Committee have agreed to report it to the 


Houſe as their opinion, that it is neceſſary to continue and confirm 
the meaſures already taken, for ſuch time, and under ſuch limita- 


tions and reſtrictions, and with ſuch power of diſcontinuing the 
ſame, as to the wiſdom of Parliament may ſeem expedient. 


b 2 | REPORT, 
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REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE OF SUPPLY. 
Reſolved, | 5 


That a ſum, not exceeding two hundred thouſand pounds, be 
granted to his Majeſty, upon account, to enable his Majetty to, 


make a temporary advance, by way of loan, for the fervice of the 
Emperor. | | 


That, towards raifing the ſupply granted to his Majeits, the ſur 


of thirteen millions be raiſcd by annuities, in manner fo ving, 


that is to ſav, | | | | 

That cvery contributor to the ſaid ſum of thirteen millions, 
ſhall for every 1001. contributed and paid, be entitled to the princi- 
pal fum of i251]. in annmities, after the rate of 31. per centum, to 
commence from the ;th day of January 1797, and to be added to, 


and made one joint ſtock with, the zl. per centum annuities, con- 


ſolidated by the acts of the 25th, 28th, 29th, 32d, and 33d, years 
of the reign of his Jate Majeſty King George the Second, and by 


ſeveral ſubſequent acts, and to be payable and transferrable at the 


Bank of England at the ſame time and in the fame manner, and 


ſubject to the like redemption by Parliament, as the ſaid 31. per 


cent.confolidated anauitics are payable and transferrable there. That 
every contributor ſhall alſo be entitled to the further principal ſum 


of gol. in 31. per centum reduced annuities, to commence from the 


;th day of April 1597, and to be added to, and made joint ſtock 
with, certain other reduced annuities, after the rate of zl. per cen- 
tum, and to be payable and transferrable at the Bank of England 


at the ſame time and in the ſame manner, and ſubject to the like 
redemption by Parliament, as the ſaid 31. per centum reduced an- 
nuities are payable and transferrable there. That every contribu- 


tor ſhall alto be entitled to the further principal ſum of 201. in an- 


nuities, aſter the rate of 4]. per centum, to commence from the 


th day of April 1597, and to be added to, and made one joint 


ſtock with, certain annuities, after the rate of 41. per centum, 


which were conſolidated by the acts of the 2oth, 21ſt, 22d, 23d, 


and 24th, years of the reign of his preſent Majeity, and to be pay- 


able and transferrable at the Bank of England at the ſame time and 


in the ſame manner, and ſubject to the like redemption by Parlia- 


ment, as the ſaid 41 per centum conſolidated annuities are payable 
and transferrable there. That every contributor ſhall likewiſe be 
entitled to an annuity of 68. 6d. per centum, to commence from the 
5th day of April 1797, and to continue for the term of ſixty- two 


years and nine months, and then to ceaſe, over and above the prin- 
_cipal ſums of 1251. and 5ol. after the rate of zl. per centum per 


annum, and 201, after the rate of 4]. per centum per annum, in re- 


ſpect of every 100l. to be contributed and paid towards raiſing the 


{aid ſum of thirteen millions; which annuity of 6s. 6d. per cen- 
rum, ſo to continue for ſixty-two years and nine months, ſhall be 
added to, and made one joint ſtock with, certain annuities, pay- 
able at the Bank of England, which were granted for the ſeveral 
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terms of ninetv-nine, ninety- eight, eighty, ſeventy eight, ſeventy- 
ſeven years, ſeventy-five years and a half, ſixty- nine years and a 
quarter, ſixty- ſix years and a quarter, ſixty-five years and a quar- 
ter, and ſixty-four years and a quarter, and were, by the acts of 
the 4th, 20th, and 22d, years of his preſent Majeſty, and by ſeve- 
ral ſubſequent acts, conſolidated and made one joint ſtock of an- 
nuities, and ſhall be payble, paid, and transferrable, at the ſame 


time and in the ſame manner as the ſaid annuities, ſo conſolidated 
by the acts of the 4th, 20th, and 22d, years of the reign of his pre- 
{ent Majeſty, are payable and transferrable at the Bank of England. 


That the ſaid ſeveral annuities, after the rate of zl. per centum, . 
Al. per centum, and 6s. 6d. per centum, fo to be payable as afore- 

aid, ſhall be charged and chargeable upon, and payable out of, the 

conſolidated fund. That every contributor ſhall, on or before the 


28th day of this inſtant April, make a depoſit of 1ol. per centum 


on ſuch ſum as he or ſhe ſhall, chuſe to ſubſcribe towards raiſing 


the ſaid ſum of thirteen millions, with the chief Caſhier or Caſhiers 


of the Governor and Company of the Bank of England, as a ſecu- 
yments- on, or before, the days or 


times hereinafter mentioned, that is to ſay, 

rol. per centum on or before the 26th day of May next. 
15], per centum on or before the 21ſt day of June next. 

lol. per centum on or before the 18th day of July next. 
rol. per centum 01 or before the 15th day of Auguſt next. 
10]. per centum on or before the 15th day of September next. 
51. per centum on or before the 17th day of October next. _ 
rol, per centum on or before the 27th day of Nov, next, and 
rol. per centum on or before the 29th day of December next. 
That every contributor, who fhall be poſſeſſed of any Exchequer 


bill, or bills, made out by virtue of an act paſſed in the prefent 
ſeſſion of Parliament, intituled ?“ An Act for raifing the ſum of 
eighteen millions by way of Annuities,” and which were dated 


previous to the 21ſt day of January 1797, or any ſuch Exchequer 


bills which ſhall have been iſſued ſince the 7th day of April 1797, 


according to the numbers, and for the ſums as follows, videlicet, 


1. 


No. 2,489 to 2,493 dated 7 Ap. 1797, of tool. exch 500 
3,011 to 3,023 —— II —. — — gool. each 6,500 
3,024 to 3,177 — 12 — — — Col. each 77,000 
3,178 to 3,223 — 12 — — — gool. each 23,000 
2,201 to 2,250 —— 13 — — — 200], each 50,000 
2,251 to 2,291 —— 15 — — — 200l. each 8, 200 
3,301 to 3,338 —— 15 — — — Fool. each 19,000 
2,292 to 2,350 —— 15 — — — 200l. each 11,800 
3,339 to 3,400 —— 15 — — — $99). each 61,000 
2,351 to 2,025. —— 20 — — — 260l. each 55,000 
3,501 to 3,780 — 26 — — — Fool. eachi10,000 
L. 422,00 
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ſtall be at liberty to pay, or deliver in the ſame, as a depoſit on his 
contribution towards the ſaid ſum of thirteen millions; and ſuch 
Exchequer bill, or bills, ſhall be received as money by the Caſhier, 


or Caſhiers, of the ſaid Governor and Company, and placed as 
uch to the credit of the contributor, or contributors, paving or 


delivering in the ſame. That all the monies and Exchequer bills 
o to be received by the Caſhier, or Caſhiers, of the Governor and 
Company of the Bank of England, ſhall be paid and delivered into 
the receipt of the Exchequer: which monies, fo, paid in, ſhall be 
applied from time to time to ſuch ſervices as ſhall then have been 
voted by this Houſe in this ſeſſion of Parliament. That every 
contributor who ſhall pay in the whole of his, or her, contribu- 
tion money towards the ſaid ſum of thirteen millions at any time 
on or before the 17th day of November next, ſhall be allowed an 
intereſt, by way of diſcount, after the rate of 4]. per centum per 
annum on the ſum ſo completing his or her contribution reſpec- 
tively, to be computed from the day: of completing the ſame to the 
20th day of December, 1797. That every contributor towards 
raiſing the ſaid ſum of thirteen millions ſhall, in proportion to 
every 100l. ſo contributed and paid, contribute a further propor- 
tional ſuin to any loan, not exceeding five millions, which ſhall be 


7 f N | O . 
made by virtue of an act, or acts, to be paſſed in the preſent ſeſ- 


ſion of Parliament. That, in caſe proviſion ſhall not be made by 
any act, or acts, to be paſſed in the preſent ſeſſion of Parliament, 


for a loan to the further amount of five millions over and above the 
faid thirteen millions, a deduction of fixpence ſhall be made from 


the amount of the annuity of 6s. 6d, per centum herein before 


mentioned for every million, by which the total amount of ſuch 


further loan, or loans, ſhall be leſs than five millions. And that 


every contributor towards raiſing the ſum of thirteen millions here- 


in before mentioned ſhall, at the time of making his depoſit of 101. 


per centum on ſuch ſum as he ſhall chuſe to ſubſcribe towards the 


ſaid ſum of thirteen millions, alſo depoſit ſuch a further ſum to- 


wards raiſing any further loan or loans, not exceeding five millions, 


as ſhall bear the ſame proportion to the ſum of five millions, which 


his depoſit of 10]. per centum, towards raifing the ſum of thirteen 
millions, ſhall bear to the ſaid ſum of thirteen millions. And that, 
if proviſion ſhall not be made by any act or acts to be paſſed in this 
ſelſion of Parliament, before the ſecond payment to be made on the 


loan of thirteen millions, for raifing ſuch further loan or loans to 


the full additional amount of five millions, the exceſs of each addi- 
tional ſum ſo to be depoſited by every contributor, over and above 


the proportional depofit on any ſuch further loan or loans, Jeſs in 
he whole than fve millions, ſhall be carried to the account of ſuch 


contributor, and deemed a part of the ſecond payment, to be made 
by him towards raiſing the ſum of thirteen millions. And that, if 


proviſion ſhall not be made in like manner towards raifing any 
part of the, ſaid additional amount of five millions, the whole of 
each additional ſum, ſo to be depoſited as aforeſaid by every con- 

| i tributor, 
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E 
tributor, ſhall be carried to the account of ſuch contributor, and 


deemed part of the ſecond payment to be made by him towards 
raiſins the ſaid loan of thirteen millions. 


That, towards raiſing the ſupply granted to his Majeſty, a duty 
of four ſhillings be charged upon every ſkin or piece of vellum or 


parchment, or ſheet or piece of paper, upon which ſhall be en- 
groſſed, printed, or written, any entry, minute, or memoran- 


court book, roll, or record of fach corporation or company. 5 
That, tow ards raiſing the ſupply granted to his Majetty, a duty 


parchment, or ſheet or piece of paper, upon which ſhall be en- 


Court or Inns of Chancery. 
That, towards raiſins the ſupply gra: 1 his Majeſty, a fur- 
ther duty of four pounds tv chillings be charged upon every ſkin 


any of the Four Entis of Gert. 


That, towards raiſing the ſupply g or aneh to his Majeſty, a a duty 
of eight pounds be charged upon every {kin or piece of vellum or 


grofied, printed, or written, any admittance, or inſtrument for 


attorney, clerk, advocate, proctor, norary, or other officer, in anv 
Court er, in Great Britain (not being an annual officer in 
tlie court of any corporation, or inferior court, whoſe office is under 
the value of fol. per annum in ſalary, fees, and perquiſites). 


of five ſhillings be charged upon every {kin or piece of vellum or 


_ ted, printed, or written, any award. 


of twelve ſhillings and lixpence be charged upon every ſkin or piece 
of vellum or parchment, or ſheet or piece of paper, upon which 
ſhall be engroſſed, printed, or written, any beneficial warrant or 


That, towards raifing the ſupply granted to his Majeſty, a duty 
of one ſhilling be charged upon every ſkin or piece of vellum or 
parchment, or "ſheet or piece of paper, upon which ſhall be engroſ- 
ſed, printed, or written, any bill or note of lading which mall be 
ſigned tor any goods or merchandize to be exported. = 

That, towards raiſing the ſupply granted to his Majeſty, a duty 
of three ſhillings be char ged upon every ſkin or piece of vellum or 
parchment, or ſheet or piece of paper, upon which ſhall be engroſ- 
ſed,” printed, or written, any bond, not obherwiſe charged, except 
bail bonds and aſſignments thereof, and except bonds exempted 
from the duties on wg vellum, parchment, and paper, by an 
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That, towards raiſing the ſupply eranted to his Majeſty, a duty 
That, towards raiſing the ſupply granted to his Majeſty, a duty | 


order under the fon manual of his Majeſty, his heirs, or ſucceſſors. 


dum, of any admiſſion into any corporation or company, in the 


of four pounds be charged upon every kin or piece of vellum or 


grolſcd, printed, or written, any admillion into any of the Inns of 


or piece of vellum or Pparchment, or ſheęt or piece of paper, upon | 
which ſhall be engrolled, printed, or writt en, any admiſſion into 


parchment, or ſheet or piece of paper, upon which ſhall be en- 


admitting, of any fellow of the College of Phyſicians, or of any 


parchment, or ſheet or plece of paper, upon which ſhall be engroſ- 


% 


act paſſed : in the thirty econd year of the reign of kis preſent Ma- 
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N jeſty, for the relief of the coaſt trade of Great Britain: and for ex- 
| empting certain coaſt documents from ſtamp duties, 
g 


That, towards raiſing the ſupply granted to his Majeſty, a duty 
| of two millings be charged upon every {kin or piece of vellum or 
8 parchment, or ſheet or piece of paper, upon which ſhall be engrol- 
AN fed, printed, or written, any certificate or debenture, for dr awing 

15 back any cuſtoms or duties, or any part of any cuſtoms or duties, 

for or in reſpect of the re-thipping or exporting any goods or mer- 
chandize from Great Britain. 

That, towards raiſing the ſupply granted to his Majeſty, a duty 
of ſix pounds be char ged upon every ſkin or piece of vellum or 
parchment, or ſheet or piece of paper, upon which ſhall be engroſ- 

led, printed, or written, any collation to be made by any archbi- 
ſhop or other biſhop, or any preſentation or donation which ſhall 
paſs the great ſeal of Great Britain, or which ſhall be made by any 
patron whatſoever of or to any beneſice, dignity, or one or 
eccleſiaſtical promotion whatſoever. 

That, towards raiſing the ſupply granted to his Majeſty, a duty | 
of ten ſhillings be charged upon every ſkin or plece of vellum or 
parchment, ſheet or piece of paper, upon which ſhall be engroſſed, 
printed, or written, any conveyance, ſurrender of grants or offices, 
releaſe, or other deed whatſoever, which ſhall be enrolled of record 
in any of the courts of Weſtminſter, or in any other court of record 
whatſoever, or by any cuſtos rotulorum, or clerk of the peace. 
That, towards raifing the ſupply granted to his Majeſty, a duty 
of ten pounds be charged upon every ſkin or piece of vellum or 
parchment, or ſheet or piece of paper, upon which ſhall be engroſ- 
ted, printed or written, any diſpenſation to hold two eccleſiaſtical 
dignities or benefices, or both a dignity and benefice, or any other 
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parchment, or ſheet or piece of paper, upon which ſhall be engroſ- 
ſed, pr inted, or written, any grant from his Majeſty, his heirs or 
| ſucceſſors, 


1 diſpenſation or faculty, from the Lord ArctinGiop of Canterbur , 
| 1 or the Maſter of the Faculties for the time being. 

1 That, towards raiſing the ſupply granted to his Majeſty, a duty 
"BY of one pound be charged upon every ſkin or piece of vellum or 
4548 parchment, or ſheet or piece of paper, upon which ſhall be engroſ- 
78:0 fed, printed, or written, any exemplthcation whatſoever, that thall 
1 : paſs the ſeal of any court. 

j 0 That, towards raiſing the ſupply gr anted to his Majeſty, a duty 
3 of eight pounds be charged upon every ſkin or piece of vellum or 
1 parchment, or ſheet or piece of paper, upon which ſhall be engroſ- 
"A ed, printed, or written, any grant or letters patent under the great 
1 ſeal of Great Britain, or the ſeal of the duchy or county palatine of 
i 11 Lancaſter, or of any honour, dignity, promotion, franchiſe, li- 
WW berty, or privilege, to any perſon or perſons, bodies politic or cor- 
ö | porate, or any exemplification of the ſame. _ 
oy That, towards raiſing the ſupply granted to his Majeſty, a duty 
| of fix pounds be charged upon every ſkin or piece of vellum or 
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(17.1 
ſucceſſors, of any ſum of money exceeding one hundred pounds 
which ſhall paſs the great ſeal or privy ſeal, not directed to the 
great ſeal, | „„ 1 „ 
That, towards raiſing the ſupply granted to his Majeſty, a duty 
of ſix pounds be charged upon every ſkin or piece of vellum or 
parchment, or ſheet or piece of paper, upon which ſhall be engroſ- 
ſed, printed, or written, any grant of lands in fee, leafe for years, 


or other grant of profit, not particularly charged, that ſhall paſs 


the great ſeal, the ſeal of Exchequer, the ſeal of the duchy or 


county palatine of Lancaſter, or privy ſeal, not directed to the 


great ſeal, „„ „„ f 
That, towards raiſing the ſupply granted to his Majeſty, a duty 


of fifteen ſhillings be charged upon every ſkin or piece of vellum or 


parchment, or ſheet or piece of paper, upon which ſhall be en- 
_ groſſed, printed, or written, any inſtitution or licence that ſhall 
paſs the ſeal of any archbiſhop or biſhop, chancellor or other ordi- 


nary, or any eccleſiaſtical court whatſoever in England, or any 


writ or inſtrument for the like purpoſe, with any ſuch inſtitution 


or licence, that ſhall be paſſed or made by any preſbytery or other e 


ſpiritual power in Scotland. 


That, towards raiſing the ſupply granted to his Majeſty, a duty 


of two ſhillings and ſixpence be charged upon every ſkin or piece of 
vellum or parchment, or ſheet or piece of paper, upon which ſhall 


be engroſſed, printed, or written, any inventory or catalogue of 


any furniture, goods, or effects, made with reference to any 
agreement, or for the ſecurity of any perſon, not otherwiſe charged. 
That, towards raifing the ſupply granted to his Majeſty, a duty 


of fifteen ſhillings be charged upon every ſkin or piece of vellum or 
parchment, or ſheet or piece of paper, upon which ſhall be engroſ- 
ſed, printed, or written, any letters of mart. | 


That, towards raifing the ſupply granted to his Majeſty, a duty 
of five ſhillings be charged upon every ſkin or piece of vellum or 


parchment, ſheet or piece of paper, upon which ſhall be engroſſed, 

printed, or written, any licence or certificate of marriage (except 

of the marriage of a widow of a ſeaman or common ſoldier ). 
That, towards raiſing the ſupply granted to his Majeſty, a duty 


of four ſhillings be charged upon every {kin or piece of vellum or 
parchment, or ſheet or piece of paper, upon which ſhall be en- 
groſſed, printed, or written, any matriculation of a perſon in ei- 


* 


ther of the two univerſities in England. 5 | 
That, towards raiſing the ſupply granted to his Majeſty, a duty 


of fix pounds be charged upon every ſkin or piece of vellum or 
parchment, or ſheet or piece of paper, upon which fhall be engroſ- 
fed, printed, or written, any pardon (except the general circuit of 


Newgate pardons) of or for any crime or offence, or of any tum 


of money or forfeiture whatſoever, or any warrant of reprieve, or. 


relaxation from any pecuniary fine or forfeiture exceeding one hun- 

dreed pounds, or from any corporal puniſhment. _ 

That, towards raiſing the ſupply granted to his Majeſty, a duty 
Vor H. , 0 = : 


of 


ge HY - 
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Mi of one ſhilling be charged upon every ſkin or piece of vellum or 
1 parci:ment, or heet or piece of paper, upon which ſnall be: engroſ. 
1 e ee printed, or wrirten, any paſſport. 

0 That, towards raiſing the ſupply granted to his Majeſty, a duty 
LT of two fillings and ſixpence be charged upon every ſkin or piece 
ty of vellum or parchment, or ſheet or piece of paper, upon which 
"a ſhall be engroſſed, printed, or written, any proteſt, or other no- 


tarial act hasteber 


| That, towards raiſing the ſupply oranted to his Majeſty, a 4a | 
118 of ten ſhillings be charged upon every ſkin or piece of vellum or 


. parchment, or ſheet or piece of paper, upon which ſhall be engroſ- 
5 ed, printed or written, any recognizance, ſtatute ſtaple, or ſtatute 
0 merchant. 
| 0 That, towar ds raiſing the ſupply g oranted to his Majeſty, a duty 
1 of two pounds be charged upon every ſkin or piece of vellum or 
N parchment, or ſheet or piece of paper, upon which ſhall be engroſ- 
Fir ſed, printed, or written, any regiſter, entry, teſtimonial, or certi- 5 
1 | ficate, of any degree taken in either of the two > univerſities in Eng- *S 
a land. | 0 
i That, towards raiſing the ſupply g oranted to his Majeſty, a duty | = 
| Fit of fourteen pounds be charged upon every {kin or vary of vellum or Fe 
. parchment, or ſheet or piece of paper, upon which ſhall be en- Fi 
1 groſſed, printed, or written, any regiſter, entry, teſtimonial, or | 61 
1 cer rificate, of, any degree in any Inn of Court. _ = 
1 | That, towards railing the ſupply granted to his Majeſty, a duty WE 
1 _ of three ſhillings be charged upon every {kin or piece of vellum or Tel 
* parchment, or ſheet or piece of paper, upon which ſhall be engroſ- Þ- 
1 ed, printed, or written, any ſurrender of, or admittance to, any 8 
uy copyhold land or tenement (except ſuch copyhold land or tenement 1 
1 as ſhall not exceed the clear yearly value of twenty ſhillings, and 7 
. alſo except the original ſurrender to the uſe of a will), or any grant | 
it ol. or leaſe by copy ot court roll, or any other copy of the court roll 
1 of any 3 or manor (other than the court roll or book where- 
1 in the proceedings of the court are entered and enrolled). 
& W That, towards railing the ſupply granted to his Majeſty, a duty 
1 of three ihitlings be char ged upon every {kin or piece of vellum or 
Wo parchment, or nee or piece 'of paper, upon which ſhall be en- 
Wo; groſſed, printed, or written, any copy of a ſurrender of, or ad- 
f 5 mittance to, any cuſtom right or tenant right eſtate, not being 
Ui 


coprhoid, which ſhall paſs by ſurrender and admittance, or by 
acimittance only, and which ſhall not paſs by deed, except ſuch 
cuſton e pr tenant right eltatcs as Nall not exceed the clear 

| 128287 value of twen ty ſhillings. . 
fiat, 2 ar do railing the ſupply 9 granted to his Majeſty, a duty 
of ten ſiuilings be charged upon every {kin or piece of vellum or 
parchment, or ſheet or piece of paper, upon which ſhall be en- 
wi olfed, printed, or written, any transfer of ſtock in any compa- 
, ſociety, or corporation. 
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4 19.1 
of fifteen ſhillings be charged upon every {in or piece of veilum. 
or parchment, or ſheet or piece of paper, upon which ſhall be en- 
groſſed, printed, or written, 4 writ of- covenant for levying a fine, 
or any writ of entry for luffering a common recovery... 

That, tewards raiſing the ſupply gr Rea to his Majeſty, a duty 
of four ſhillings and nincpence be charged upon every ikin or piece 
of vellum or parchment, or ſheet or piece of paper, upon which | 


ſhall be engroſied, printed, or written, any 3 a] or original 


inſtrument of ſurrender or reſignation of any metſuages, houſes, 
lands, tenements, hereditaments, tythes, mills, fiſhings, and other 
beretable rights, or any of them, to be made to any of his Majeſty's 


ſubjects, who are, or ſhall be, the ſuperiors thereof, or io any 


city, town, burgh, or corporation, or to any magiſtrates, or 
others, who have power to receive ſuch ſurrenders or reſignations, 
in Scotland. | | 
"- Tat; towards raiſing the fupply : granted to la Majeſty, a duty 
of four ſhillings and ninepence be charged upon every {kin or piece 
of vellum or parchment, or ſheet or piece of paper, upon which 
ſhall be engroſſed, printed, or written, any charter or refignation, 
confirmation, novodamus, or charter, upon apprizing or adjudi- 
cation, made or granted by ſuch ſaperior, or other s, as atorefaid, 5 


in Scotland. 


— 


That, towards raiſing the ſupply granted to his Majeſty, | a duty 


of four ſhillings and ninepence be charged upon every ſkin or piece 


of vellum or parchment, or ſheet or piece of paper, upon which 
ſhall be engroſſed, printed, or written, any principal or, original 


retour of any ſervice of heirs, or any preceÞt of clare conſtat of 


lands or tenements holding of any ſubject as aforefaid in Scotland. 

That, towards raifing the ſupply granted to his Majeſty, a duty 
of four millings and ninepence be charged upon every ſk in or piece 
of vellum or parchment, or ſheet or piece of paper, upon which 
ſhall be engroſſed, printed, or written, any principal or original. 


ſaiſine, taken or following upon a mortgage, wadſet, heretable 


bond, alienation, or diſpoſition, or upon any charter, precept of 
clare conſtat, retours, apprizings, oo adj 13:cation>. of lands ou 
tenements holding of any ſubject as aforciaid in Sg land. | 

That, towards raiſing the ſupply g oracited to his Majetly „ 4 duty 
of four ſhillings and ninepence be chars ed upon every In or piece 


of vellum or parchment, or ſheet or piece of paper, upon which 


ſhall be engroſſed, printed, or written, any principal or original | 


inſtrument of ſurrender or reſignation, 4 {ervice or cognition of 


heirs, charter of ſaiſine of any houſes, lands, tenements, or here- 


| ditaments, holding burgage tenure in Scotland. 


That, towards raiſing che ſupply granted to his Majeſty; : a duty 


of threepence be charged upon every ſkin or piece of vellum or 


parchment, or ſheet or piece of paper, upon which ſhall be en- 
groſſed, printed, or written, any copy of any will. 

That, Nang raiſing the ſupply granted to his e a ; duty 
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of fourpence be char ged upon every almanack or calendar for one 
particular year, or for any time leſs than a year. 
That, towards raifing the ſupply granted to his Majeſty, a duty 


of two ſhiliings and ſixpence be charged upon every ſkin or piece 
of vellum or parchment, or ſheet or piece of paper, upon which 
ſhall be engroſſed, printed, or written, any citation or monition, 


made in any eccleſiaſtical court, or any libel, allegation, depoſi- 


tion, or inventory, exhibited in any eccleſiaſtical courts the courts 


of admiralty, or cinque ports. 5 
That, towards raiſing the ſupply granted to his Majeſty, a duty 
of three ſhillings be charged upon every ſkin or piece of vellum or 
parchment, or ſheet or piece of paper, upon which ſhall be en- 
groſſed, printed, or written, any anſwer exhibited in any eccle- 
naſtical court, the courts of admiralty, or cinque ports. | 
That, towards raiſing the ſupply granted to his Majeſty, a duty 
of three ſhillings be charged upon every ſkin or piece of vellum or 


parchment, or ſheet or piece of paper, upon which ſhall be en- 


groſſed, printed, or written, any copy of any citation, monition, 
or anſwer, made in any eccleſiaſtical court, the courts of admi- 
ralty, or cinque perts. 


That, towards raiſing the ſupply g granted to his Majeſty, a duty 


of two ſhillings and ſixpence be char ged upon every ſkin or piece 


of vellum or parchment, or ſheet or piece of paper, upon which 


all be engroſſed, printed, or written, any copy of any libel, alle- 
_ gation, depoſition, or inventory, exhibited in any ecclehaſtical 


court, the courts of admiralty, or cinque ports. 


That, towards raiſing the ſupply granted to his Majeſty, a duty | 
of two ſhillings be charged upon every ſkin or piece of vellum or 
_ parchment, or ſheet or piece of paper, upon which ſhall be en- 
groſſed, printed, or written, any ſentence or final decree exhibited 
in any eccleſiaſtical court, the courts of admiralty, or cinque ports, 


or any copy thereof. | 
That, towards raiſing the fapply # oranted to his Ma jeſty, a duty 


of five ſhillings be charged upon every ſkin or piece of vellum or 
_ parchment, or ſheet or piece of paper, upon which ſhall be en- 
groſſed, printed, or written, any perſonal decree, warrant, or mo- 
nition, in any court of admiralty, or the . Ports, or any copy 
: thereof. | 
+: That; towards raiſing the fapply 3 to his Majeſty, | a duty 
of ten ſhillings be charged upon every ſkin or piece of vellum or 
_ parchment, or ſheet or piece of paper, upon which ſhall be en- 
groſſed, printed, or written, any ſentence that ſhall be given in the 
courts of admiralty, either in England or Scotland, or the cinque 


ports, exerciſing i juriſdiction, or any attachment that 
ſhall be made out of the ſaid courts of admiralty, or any relaxation 


of any ſuch attachment. 


That, towards raiſing the fapply granted to his Majeſty, a duty 
Nx pounds be char ged upon every Kin or piece of vellum or 
| parcument, 


8 


A * 


1 
parchment, or ſheet or piece of paper, upon which ſhall be en- 
groſſed, printed, or written, any appeal from the high courts of 
admiralty, either in England or Scotland, the court of arches, or 
the prerogative courts of Canterbury or Torx. | 
That, towards raiſing the ſupply granted to his Mayeſty, a duty 


of five ſhillings be charged upon every {kin or piece of vellum or 


parchment, or ſheet or piece of paper, upon which ſhall be engroſ- 
led, printed, or written, any commiſſion iſſuing out of any eccle- 
ſiaſtical court in Great Britain. | „ 

That, toward raifing the ſupply granted to his Majeſty, a duty 
of one penny half- penny be charged for and upon every newſpaper, 
or paper containing public news, intelligence, or occurrences, 
printed in Great Britain, to be diſperſed and made public, whe- 
ther the ſame be contained in a halt ſheet or any leſs piece of pa- 
per, or in any paper larger than half a ſheet. „ 5 


That, towards raiſing the ſupply granted to his Majeſty, a duty 22 
of three ſhillings be charged upon every ſkin or piece of vellum or 


parchment, or ſheet or piece of paper, upon which ſhall be en- 
groſſed, printed, or written, any agreement, for which the ſtamp 


duties of fix ſhillings and of one ſhilling are charged by two acts f 


the 23d and 35th years of the reign of his preſent Majeſty. 5 
That, towards raiſing the ſupply granted to his Majeſty, a duty 
of three ſhillings be charged upon every ſkin or piece of vellum or 
parchment, or ſheet or piece of paper, upon which thall be en- 
groſſed, printed, or written, any bond given as a ſecurity for mo- 


ney, the amount whereot ſhall not exceed one hundred pounds, 
and a duty of ten ſhillings where the amount ſhall exceed one hun- 
_ dred pounds and ſhall not amount to five hundred pounds, and a 
duty of fifteen ſhillings where the amount ſhall be of the value of 

| five hundred pounds or upwards ; and the further duty of ten ſhil- 


lings where the amount ſhall be of the value of one thouſand pounds 
_ or upwards; and the further duty of one pound where the amount 
ſhall be of the value of two thouſand pounds or upwards ; and the 


further duty of two pounds where the amount ſhall be of the value 


-/ 


of five thouſand pounds or upwards. 


of three ſhillings be charged upon every {kin or piece of vellum or 


parchment, or ſheet or piece of paper, upon which ſhall be en- 
groſſed, printed, or written, any indenture, leaſe, or other deed, - 
not otherwiſe charged, for which a ſtamp duty of one 3 is 


payable by an act made in the 3 5th year of the reign of his preſent 


Majeſty (except indentures for binding poor, pariſh, or charity 


children apprentices). 


That, towards raiſing the ſupply granted tn his Majeſty, a duty 


of two pounds and ten ſhillings be charged upon every ſkin or piece 


of vellum or parchment, or ſheet or piece of paper, upon which 
ihall be engroſſed, printed, or written, any probate of a will, or 


letters of adminiſtration, for any eſtate of or above the value of 


three hundred pounds; and a further duty of one pound and ten 
e 2 5 tft... IT 


That, towards raiſing the ſupply granted to his Majeſty, a duty | 
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_ groſſed, printed, or written, any bill of exc hange, draft, or or- 


and ſhall not exceed thirty pounds; and a duty of threepence where 
. pounds; and a duty of fourpence where ſuch ſum ſhall exceed fifty 


fixpence where ſuch ſum ſhail exceed one hundred pounds and ſhall. 
not exceed two hundred pounds, 


groſſed, printed, or written, any bill of exchange whatever, where 


of ſixpence be charged yearly for every ſum of one hundred 

pounds, and fo in proportion for any greater or leſs ſum, that is 
or ſhall be inſured by any perſon in or by any policy of aſſurance 
for inſuring houſes, furniture, goods, wares, merchandize, or other 


be charged for and upon all gold plate which ſhall be imported or 


E 4 1 


ſhillings where the eſtate is of or above the value of fix hundred 
pounds; and a further duty of two pounds where the eſtate is of 
or above the value of one thouſand pounds; and a further duty of 
four pounds where the eſtate is of or above the value of two thou- 
iand pounds; and a further duty of five pounds where the eſtate is 
of or above the value of five thouſand pounds; and a further duty 
of five pounds where the eſtate is of or above the « ne ten thou- 
ſand pounds. 
That, towards raifing the ſuppiy granted to his Bf jeſty, 1 
of one penny be charged upon every ſkin or piece of veliin N OF 
parchment, or ſheet or piece of paper, upon which ſhall be vn. 
groſſed, printed, or written, any biii of x. ange, Jraft, or or er 
for the payment of money on demand, where the ſum c pre lad 
therein ſhall amount to forty ſhillings, and shall not excvcd five 
pounds and hve ſhillings; and a duty of te, pence where ſich ſum 
ſhall exceed five pounds "and five ſuillings aud mall dot excged thirty 
pounds; and a duty of threeperice where ſuch ſum ſhall exceed 
thirty pounds and ſtall not exceed fiſty p ounds; and a duty of ſour- 
pence where ſuch ſum ſhall exceed fiſ y pounds and thall not exceed 
one hundred pounds; and a duty of iixpence w here ſuch ſum ſhall 
exceed one hundred pounds and ft: A not excced two hundied 
pounds. 
That, towards raiſing the ſupply gr inted + to bis M: je ty, a a duty 
of twopence be charged upon every ſkin or piece . vellum or 
parchment, or ſheet or piece of paper, upon which ſhall be en- 
der, payable otherwiſe than on demand, where the ſam expreſſed wt 
therein, or made payable thereby, call amount to torty ſhillings 


ſuch ſum ſhall exceed thirty pounds and ſhall not exceed fifty 
pounds and ſhal! not exceed one hundred pounds; and a duty of 

That, towards raiſing the ſupply 3 to his Majeſty, a duty. 
of eightpence be charged upon every ſkin or piece of vellum or 
parchment, or ſheet or piece of paper, upon which ſhall be en- 
the ſum expreſſed therein, or made payable thereby, ſhall exceed 


two hundred pounds. 
That, towards raiſing the fopply or anted to his Majeſty, the ſum 


property, from loſs by fire, in Great Britain. | 
That, towards raiſing the ſupply granted to his Majeſty, there 


brought inte, or which: mall be made or wrought within, the. 
| | Kingdom | 


E 


kingdom of Great Britaia, and which ſhall or ought to be touched, 


aſſayed, and marked, in Great Britain, a duty of eight ſhillings 


for every ounce troy, and ſo in proportion for every greater vr leſs 


quantity. 


That, towards raiſing the ſupply granted to his Majeſty, there 


be charged for and upon all filver plate, which ſhall be imported 


or brought into, or which ſhall be made or wrought within, the 


kingdom of Great Britain, and which ſhall or ought to be touched, 


aſſayed, or marked, in Great Britain, a duty of ſixpence for every 


ounce troy, and ſo in proportion for any greater or leſs quantity. 


That, towards raiſing the ſupply granted to his Majeſty, a duty 


of fix ſhillings and eightpence be charged upon every ſkin or piece 
of vellum or parchment, or ſheet or piece of paper, upon which 
' ſhall be engroſſed, printed, or written, any copy, purporting to 


be a true copy, or atteſted to be a true copy, of any indenture, 
leaſe, or other deed, or any part thereof, for the ſecurity or uſe or 


any perſon, other than the perſon having, or being entitled to, the 


cuſtody of ſuch indenture, leaſe, or other deed. 8 
That, towards raiſing the ſupply granted to his Majeſty, there 


be charged a duty of fourpence for every twenty ſhillings of the 
_purchaze money which fhall ariſe, or be payable, by virtue of and 


iale of any intereſt in poſſeſſion, remainder, or reverſion, in any 


frechold, copyhold, cuſtoinary, or leaſehold lands, tenements, 
honfes, or hereditaments, in Great Britain, or of any annuities 


or ſums charged thereon. | | | | 
That, towards raiſing the ſupply granted to his Majeſty, there 


be charged a ſum equal to the tolls now pavable for carriages, 
horſes, and other cattle, of every deſcription, paſſing through any 
turnpike gate or bar „ready erected, or hereafter to be erected, by 
virtue of any act or acts of parliament now in being, or that ſnall 
hereafter be paſſed, for making or repatiing roads in Great Britain, 
at the reſpective gates or bars, in addition tothe tolls already paid 
there. N | FFF er ng 
Thhat a Bill or Bilk be brought in upon the faid refolutions; and 
that Mr. Douglas, Mr. Chancellor of the Exchequer, the Earl of Morz- 
#ngton, Mr. John Thomas Townſhend, Mr. Folm Smyth, Mr. Attorney 
General, Mr. Solicitor General, Mr. Aae, Mr. Lang, and Mr. Hobart, 
do prepare and bring in the ſame. Re; 8 


2 — 


An ACCOMPT of the total produce of the Duties of CUSTOMS, 


EXCISE, STAMPS, and INCIDENTS, reſpectively, for one 

Tear, ended the zth day of July 2796; diſtinguiſhing (as fat 
as poſſible) in each branch, the produce on cvery ſeparate article, 

the duties on which have amounted to one thouſand pounds, or 


more, in the four quarters of the ſaid year, viz. 


The total produce of the duties of Cuſtome . 5. 4 


for one vear, ended the 5th day of July _ | 
279%, 2s per accompt (A.) — 2.609,219 7 gf 
| 525 3 | Dita 
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(excluſive of S4, Al. the produce of tine 
annual malt duties) as per accompt (B.) 8,292,385 15 27 
Ditto of the ſtamp duties for one year, ended „„ 

ditto, as per aceompt (C.) — — 
Ditto of incidents at the receipt of the Ex- 

chequer, for one year, ended ditto, as per 

W e ng 


- 2,697,226: 8 6 


2,387,849 3 Ne 
| 19,049) 680 1 15 


. 


Benn „„ 
In the ſum of 2,387,840 3 ſtated as the amount of inci- 
dents at the Exchequer, is included 307,389]. 10s. bid. 


being the amount of impreſts and other monies paid within 
the above period. | 


Preſented, purſuant to an act of the 27th year of his preſent 
en 5 reign, the 2oth Gay of October 1796, by 


GEORGE ROSE. 


op ACCOUNT of BILLS of EXCHANGE ebe 15 6 or by 

the direction, or on account of, the Lords Commiſſioners of his 
Majeſty's Treaſury, made payable and paid at the Bank of Eng- 
land, from the iſt January to the 3 iſt day of December 25 


Bills drawn from the Weſt Indies, &c. 7; 319571541. 6 11 
Do. by Brook Watſon, e 
Eſq. Commiſſary „% ä 
General 4,796, Ti 6 
| Do. by Henry Motz, 
Eq. Deputy Com- 


mifſſary General 537,315 IF; 5 


542/112 9 1 
Do. by Meſirs. Crau- 9 LS 5 | 
furd's with thearmy _ 5 
on the Continent — — — 12, 8 
Do.-by % nn nn 3 95 3 7 | 
Benfield, and C0... 275.878 1 11 8 
Do. by Walter Boyd, % 22 a 
Jun. Eſq. — — — 
| Do. by Claude Scott, A 7 
Eſq. for, flour and 
- wheat purchaſed on 
account of Govern- 


BE 147,681 4 


200, 00 — — — 


1 
Brought forward 3 e 4 2 367486, It 3 
Do. by ſundries, and e N 
accepted by Claude 
Scott, Eſq. for the 1 
like ſervice. | .*: 211,872. 18 10 


r 


Due to the Bank the 31ſt December 17 705 3 7418986 19 3 oy 


3 7,065,005 1 0 


5 Repaid i in the year I 796 on account tof the above 6889.3 9 


Due to the Bank the 31ſt December 1796 4 1,17 85 649 12 0 
Bank of England, Feb. 14, 1797. A. Newland, 


No. 1.—Copy of a RESOLUTION of the Court of Directors of 
the Bank of England, dated 3d December 1795. 


- Reſolved, That the followin "g Reſolution of the Court be com- 
t 


municated to the Chancellor of the Exchequer. 5 
That the Court of Directors, after a very ſolemn deliberation, 


| adequate to the importance of the ſubje&, are unanimouſly of opi- 
nion, that ſhould ſuch a loan“ take place, they are but too well 


grounded in declaring (from the actual effects of the Emperor” Slaſt 
loan, and the continued drains of ſpecie and bullion they ſtill expe- 


rience) that they have the moſt cogent reaſons to apprehend very | 


momentous and alarming conſequences. 


They are therefore led to hope (after expreſſing their acknow- 5 
| ledgments to the Chancellor of the Exchequer, for having hinted 
that the welfare and ſafety of the Bank ſhould in this matter ſuper- 


ſede every other conſideration) that he will be pleaſed to lay aſide 


the adoption of ſuch a meaſure, which they beg leave to * 5 


would be in their opinion moſt fatal in its conſequences. 
No. $—Copy of an OPINION of the Committee of Treafury, 
14th January 1796. 
It is the opinion of the Committee of Tr eaſury, that the Gover- 


nor and Deputy Governor ſhould repreſent to the Chancellor of 
the Exchequer, That they canno .de upon the ſcheme of aſſiſting 
ermany, by the guarantee of the 
Parliament of Great Britain, in any light which will not, one way 
or other, be detrimental to this country, even if a Jaw were paſſed 


the Emperor to raiſe a loan in 


5 by Parliament to prevent Britiſh ſubjects taking any ſhare therein. 


That ſuch a call for money in Germany will occaſion demands 
of it from hence. Germans, Italian, and other foreign capitaliſts, | 


who have property here, will be induced to draw it away. 


People in Holland, who by the late acts have money locked up : 


here, may go to Germany, and draw it from thence. 


That funds, which would otherwiſe be employed in ſpeculations 


of trade with England, may, by ſuch an op ee of inveitment 
a home, be diverted from the one to the ot EW poſe. 


That the exchange between this country an Hamburg may be 
much affected by it. 


* Viz, a loan of C. 3,000,000 to the-Emperor, | 
d 


hief Caſhier. 
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_ bility prove fatal to the Bank of England. 


the adoption of any ſuch meaſure; and they ſolemnly proteſt 


with great attention, repeatedly ſaid, That certainly, as matters 


lions, ſhould circumſtances require it, he ſhould lay aſide all 


| fliouſd ſo alter as to render ſuch a loan of uo importance or incon- 


the purpoſe of communicating its contents to the Cabinet, if he 


elſewhere, and chat if the Governor would call voor him in two 
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| had given to the Governor and Deputy Governor of the Bank, 


previous communication with the Bank, and due conſideration of 
the ſtate of their circumſtances, he did not ſee any reaſon for theſe 
Reſolutions; that he did ſuppoſe they were adopted in a moment 


. 26 1 . 

That, i in foits of legal prohibitions, it is to be apprehended that 
ſome people here would take ſhares in fuch a ns onward under 
the names of their foreign correſpondents. | 

From theſe and other cauſes, they are fully of opinion, that the 
Governor and Deputy Governor can give no advice to Mr. Pitt in 
favour of fuch a meaſure; which is indeed of a wide 0 ex- 
tent, and beyond the line of their duty to judge of. 


No. 3.—Copy of a RESOLUTION, dated 211th February I 796. 
+ Reſolved, 1 
That it is the opinion of this Cour , a n upon its experience 
of the effects of the late Imperial Loan, That if any further loan or 
advance of money to the Emperor, or to any other foreign ſtate, 
ſhould in the preſent ſtate of atfairs take place, it will in all pr oba · 


The Court of Directors do ther refore moſt earneſtly deprecate 


againſt any reſponſibility for the calamitous conſequenc es that. may 
follow therefrom. —Refolved, 

That the Governor and Deputy Governor do communicate 
theſe Reſolutions to the Chancellor of his Majeſty" S Exchequer. 


* ANSWERS of the CE anceſtor of the Exchequer to the Two Reſo- 
lutions of the Court of Directors of the Bank, of the 3d Decem- 
ber 1795, and 11th February 1796, on the ſubject of an Impe- 


rial Loa. ANSsWER TO THE FIRST. 


The C! acellor of the Exchequer having peruſed the Refalution. 


were there ſtated, he ſhould not think at preſent of bringing for- 
ward ſuch a meaſure ; adding, that though he ſhould, in opening 
the Bndget, make it known that he made reſerve with the preſent 
contractors for the loan, to permit the Emperor's raifing three mil- 


thought of it, unleſs the ſituation of things, relative to the Bank, 


venience to them in perſpective. 

The Governor promiſed him, that ſhould ſuch a chan e take 
place, and he ſhould wiſh for the adoption of ſuch a meaſure, he 
certainly would communicate it to him with pleaſure. 


Mr. Pitt wiſhed very much to have the paper left with him * 


found it neceſſary; promiſing, that no one ſhould have a fight of it 


or three days, he would return it to him. 
| ANSWER TO THE SECOND, _ 
Mr. Pitt replied, That after the repeated intimations which he 


that no further loan to the Emperor would be reſolved on without 


of alarm, and that he ſhould confidec them in that light. 
No OF THE SECOND VOLUME. . 


3 : 
* 


o 


KK Pre 


— 


— 
+ in, OE 
— — * * ae - » 
— 2 22 NS ee 
9 —ůůů — — — nfs — — JETS wy — — — . St 
zr e ß 7 OY 
- . ' — 

22 - Bi — es #03 
Iz 3 
. rn »»f 
7 a 1 


— 


; — e 8 > . 48 28 
P b A 


—— - Mana —ů— — * 


— 


[ner — 2 A * — 
— . 


— — te 
— 1 ——— <— rw — 


